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Few  are  qualified  by  their  own  reflection  to  mark  the  boundaries  between  vice  and  virtue.  To  se- 
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TO 


HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 

THE 

PRINCE  OF  WALES. 


SIR, 

In  attempting  to  unfold  the  incalculable  advantages, 
that  are  to  be  derived  to  the  British  empire  from  the  union  of 
Great  Britain  with  Ireland,  it  is  natural  to  fly  to  the  protection  of  the 
illustrious  personage,  who  as  Heir  Apparent  to  the  uniting  parties 
is  most  deeply  interested  in  the  Union  being  followed  up  with  the 
desired  effect.  For  realizing  the  flattering  prospects  of  additional 
strength,  power,  and  prosperity,  which  it  holds  out  to  the  empire 
at  large,  Ireland,  Sir,  looks  up  with  unbounded  confidence  to  the 
exertions  of  a Prince,  whose  amiable  qualities  have  long  been  the 
idol  of  her  warmest  affections,  in  whose  eminent  talents  she  finds 
an  earnest  of  new  glories  to  the  united  kingdom,  and  whose  know- 
ledge and  love  of  the  constitution  ensure  the  happiness  of  a 
grateful  and  united  people. 
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Tlie  work  is  intended  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Irish  nation. 
It  would  liave  been  useless,  had  Great  Britain  learned  from  the 
illustrious  example  of  your  Royal  Highness  to  appreciate  that 
people  Arith  the  discriminating  judgment  and  sympathy,  which 
have  so  deservedly  endeared  them  to  you.  We  are  now  one 
people,  and  that  we  may  ever  be  one  in  affection  as  well  as  in- 
terest Avas  the  motive,  for  undertaking  this  Avork,  Avhich,  Avith  your 
gracious  permission,  is  most  humbly  inscribed  to  your  Royal 
Highness  by 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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ERRATA  to  Yoh.  1. 

Page  19,  line  4,  note,  for  exploded  vead  explored. 

102,  note,  for  Ofni.  read  Orm. 

199,  note,  {or  Sotners  read  Somerville. 

223,  line  10,  for  for  read  of  , 

S65,  line  l,  note,  for  from  read  againjl. 

358,  line  15,  for  e.vcefd  read  e.rceerfed. 

393,  line  21,  for  indifpenf able  read  iudif put  able. 

439,  line  3,  dde  the  word  of, 

479,  line  7,  for  couftrained  read  covjirued, 

541,  line  10,  for  puint  read  point, 

545,  line  2,  for  redrcjfed  read  reduced. 

In  Appendix,  p.  325,  The  Addrefs  of  Francis  Dobbs,  Ffq.  to  the  Belfaji  Volunteers  is  inferted  hy 
miftake,  inftead  of  his  Letter  to  Lord  North,  which  will  be  found  in  p,  3(>5. 
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PRELIMINARY  CHAPTER. 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND  BEFORE  IT  JFAS 
INVADED  BY  THE  ENGLISH 

In  order  to  prepare  the  mind  for  an  impartial  and  fatisfadtory  judgment 
upon  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  it  will  be  proper  to  premife 
fome  general  obfervations  upon  the  nature  and  refources  of  Ireland,  and  the 
fpirit  and  chara61er  of  its  native  inhabitants,  independently  of  any  con- 
nexion with  Great  Britain.  We  fliall  thereby  be  enabled  to  judge  impar- 
tially  of  the  relative  effeXs  of  that  connexion,  which,  through  a long  and 
intricate  maze  of  national  viciffitudes,  has  ultimately  led  to  an  incorporate 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  I affeX  not  to  write  a regular  hiftory  of  Ire- 
land *5  but  fliall  endeavour  to  draw  the  attention  of  my  reader  to  fuch  pro- 
minent events,  as  have,  in  their  time,  order,  and  proportion,  remotely  and 

' proximately 

Whoever  lias  given  even  a tranfient  thought  to  the  hiftory  of  Ireland,  muft  be  fenfible  that 
the  moft  ftriking  features  of  it  have  been  generally  delineated  in  the  ftrongeft  tints  of  party  preju- 
dice. This  made  Dr,  Leland  fay : “ But  the  circumftances  of  Ireland  were  a ftill  more  difpiriting 

B " obftacie 
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proxiinately  led  to  the  incorporate  union  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland,  which 
is  the  primary  objedl  of  this  publication. 

Although  the  nature  of  man  be  homogeneous,  yet  different  portions 
of  the  human  race  differ  from  each  other  by  properties,  qualities,  and  habits, 
fo  ftrongly  diftindtive,  as  nearly  to  approximate  to  a difference  of  fpecies. 
Many  are  the  gradations  and  fhades  of  thefe  diftindlions.  True  it  is,  that 
different  political  fyflems  produce  powerful  effedts  upon  mankind : they  go 
great -lengths,  but  not  the  whole  way  towards  changing  the  innate  genius, 
fpirit,  and  charadler,  of  nations.  To  a clofe  and  impartial  obferver,  the  ori- 
ginal national  charadter  will  manifefi;  itfelf,  up  to  the  remotefl  antiquity, 
under  the  firongeft  influence  of  improvement  or  debafemeftt.  Without 
entering  into  a philofophical  difquifition  of  the  immediate  caufes  of  a 
variety  in  national  charadlers,  we  may  be  allowed  to  attribute  much  to  the 
air  and  foil  of  particular  countries,  although,  at  diflant  periods  of  time,  many 
may  be  the  inftances  of  changes,  fufpenfions,  and  apparent  extindlions,  of 
the  mofl  marked  charadlers  in  the  fame  nations.  Faintly,  if  at  all,  can  we 
trace  a fingle  line  of  the  old  Grecian,  Punic,  or  Roman  charadler,  through 
modern  Turkey,  on  the  coafls  of  Barbary,  or  in  the  territorial  poffeffions  of 


“ obftacle  to  the  hifiorian  of  diis  country.  Prejudices  and  animofities  could  not  end  with  its  dif- 
“ orders.  The  relations  of  every  tranfadion  in  times  of  conteft  and  turbulence,  w'ere  for  many 
“ years  didated  by  pride,  by  refentmenl,  by  the  virulence  of  fadion,  by  the  obliquity  of  particular 
“ interefts  and  competitions.  It  was  fcarcely  poUible  for  a writer  not  to  fhare  in  the  paflions  and 
“ prejudices  of  thofe  around  him  ; or,  however  candid,  difpaliionate,  and  accurate,  ftill  he  muft 
“ have  done  dangerous  violence  to  their  opinions  and  prepoifetTions.  Time  and  refledion,  and  an 
“ encreafing  liberality  of  fentiment,  may  have  llieathed  the  acrimony  of  contending  parties  j and 
“ thofe  at  a diftance  may  look  on  their  contentions  with  indifference.  Yet,  even  at  this  day,  the 
hiftorian  of  Irilh  affairs  muff  be  armed  againfl  cenfure,  only  by  an  integrity  which  confines  him 
to  truth,  and  a literary  courage,  which  defpifes  every  charge  but  that  of  wilful  or  carelefs  mif- 
“ reprefentation.  In  feveral  inflances,  the  author  may  have  Hated  fads  in  a manner  different 
“ from  tliofe  writers  ufually  accepted  as  authentic.  Had  he,  in  fuch  cafes,  proceeded  to  a parti- 
” cular  examination  of  the  opinions  and  affertions  of  other  men  j had  he  entered  into  a juffification 
“ of  his  accounts,  or  fpecified  the  reafons  which  determined  him  to  rejed,  or  admit,  every  par- 
“ ticular  authority,  his  work  muff  have  fwelled  to  an  enormous  fize.  Pie  was,  therefore,  obliged 
" to  content  himfelf  with  a diligent  and  attentive  infpedion  of  different  evidence,  with  a careful 
“ ufe  of  his  private  judgment;  with  exhibiting  the  authorities  he  chofe  to  follow,  without  gene- 
“ rally  engaging  in  critical  or  controverfial  difcuffions.  They  who  are  the  befl  acquainted  with 
" the  materials  of  which  this  hiftory,  and  particularly  the  latter  periods,  have  been  formed,  will 
“ poflibly  be  the  readieft  to  acknowledge  the  necefiity  of  this  metliod.”  To  tliefe  fentiments  I un- 
equivocally fubferibe. 
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the  Bifhop  of  Rome.  But  who  fliall  alfert,  that  a melioration  of  the  political 
fyflems  of  government  in  thofe  countries,  Avoultl  not  vivify  the  fmotheretl 
embers,  and  roufe  into  a flame  that  very  fpirit,  which  once  was  the  dread 
of  the  day,  and  has  fmce  been  the  aftonilhment  of  pofterity.  Yet  Ireland 
undoubtedly  Rands  prominently  confpicuous  amongft  the  nations  of  the  uni- 
verfe  a folitary  inftance,  in  which  neither  the  deftru6live  hand  of  time,  nor 
the  devaftating  arm  of  oppreflion,  nor  the  wideft  variety  of  changes  in  the 
political  fyftem  of  government,  could  alter  or  fubdue,  much  lefs  wholly 
extinguilh,  the  national  genius,  fpirit,  and  charafter  of  its  inhabitants. 

It  would  be  ufelefs  to  attempt  any  thing  like  a geographical  furvey  or  de- 
fcription  of  the  ifland.  Sir  John  Davies,  who  was  attorney-general  in  Ire- 
land, in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  applied  his  obferva- 
tions  in  a particular  manner  to  its  local,  as  well  as  its  then  political  fituation. 
His  report,  from  ocular  teftimony,  comprefles,  in  few  words,  the  immenfe 
advantages  and  refources  of  this  ifland  in  itfelf,  and  confequently  its  im- 
portance to  the  Britifli  empire  at  large  *.  “ During  the  time,”  fays  he,  “ of 

“ my  fervice  in  Ii'eland  (yhicXx  began  inthefirftyearofhis  Majeftie’s  raigne), 
“ I have  vifited  all  the  provinces  of  that  kingdome,  in  fundry  journies  and 
“ circuits.  Wherein  I have  obferved  the  good  temperature  of  the  ayre\ 
“ the fruitfulnejje  of  the  foyle\  the  pleafant  and  commodious  for  hahi- 
“ tation\  the  fafe  and  large  ports  mad  havens,  lying  open  for  trajficke  into 
“ all  weft  parts  of  the  world ; the  long  inlets  of  many  navigable  rivers ; and 
“ fo  many  great  lakes  and  frefli  ponds  within  the  lands,  as  the  like  are  not 
“ to  be  feene  in  any  part  of  Europe ; the  rich  jijhings,  and  wilde  fowle  of 
“ all  kinds ; and,  laftly,  the  bodies  and  minds  of  the  people,  endued  with 
extraordinary  abilities  of  naturef.” 

Dr. 


* A Difcoverie  of  the  true  Caufes  why  Ireland  was  never  entirely  fubdued,  &c.  by  Sir  John  Da- 
vies, Part  1. 

f It  is  well  known  that  Camden,  though  entitled  generally  to  high  hiftorical  credit,  yet  la- 
boured under  ftrong  prejudices  againft  the  Iriflr  : fuch,  indeed,  was  the  prevailing  falhion  or  fpirit 
of  all  the  Englilh  writers  of  his  days.  His  teftimony,  therefore,  in  favour  of  the  Irifli,  is  of  double 
force.  It  was  faid  of  him,  by  an  Irifli  author,  not  Impertinently, 

Perluftras  Anglos  oculis  Cambdene  duobus, 

Uno  oculo  Scotos,  caecus  Hybernigenas. 

Thus  then  Camden  fpeaks  of  the  Irifli  (Brit,  p.  680.)  “ Bcllicoji  funt,  ingeniofi,  corporum 
“ lineamentis  confpicui,  7nirifica  carnis  viollitie,  ct  propter  7)iufculorum  tc/ieritudineTn  agilitate  incredi- 
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Dr.  Leland,  whofe  Hiftory  of  Ireland  claims  claffical  pre-eminence  amongfl' 
the  modern  produHions  upon  this  fubjedl,  lias  favoured  us  with  the  follow- 
ing characleriftic  of  the  people  of  Ireland  *.  “ A robuft  frame  of  body,  a 

“ vehemence 


bili."  And  (p.  789),  “ Li  tmiverfinn gais  hac  corpore  xalidati  imprimis  agilis,  animo  forti et  date, 
” ingenio  acri,  bdlicofa,  vitce  prodiga,  laboris  frigoris  d inedue  patiens,  xencri  indulgens,  hofpitibus 
“ perhenigna,  amore  conftans,  inbnicitiis  imptacabilis,  credulitate  lexis,  glorice  avida,  contumdice  ct 
” hijitrice  impatiens,  et  ut  inquit  ille  olim,  in  omnes  adits  vehementijjima." 

The  fmgular  phenomenon  of  reptiles,  which  are  elfewhere  venomous,  being  deprived  of  their 
poifon  and  fling  in  Ireland,  is  too  curious,  and  too  generally  fpoken  of  as  fabulous,  not  to  be  no- 
ticed. The  native  Irifh  have  ever  attributed  this  Angularity  to  the  prayers  of  St.  Patrick,  in  whofe 
days,  they  affirm,  the  ifland  to  have  been  over-run  with  thefe  noxious  creatures.  The  fa£t  has 
been  recognifed  by  men  of  the  highefl  authority.  Venerable  Bede,  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighth 
century,  faid,  Nullus  ibi  ferpens  vivere  valeat.  Lib.  i,  c.  1.  And  Camden,  in  his  BnV.  727,  alfo 
fays,  Nullus  hie  angitis,  nee  xenenatum  quicquam. 

* The  attempt  to  write  the  hiflory  of  the  union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  a manner  unex- 
ceptionable to  all  parties,  though  perhaps  unattainable  in  fadt,  is  not  of  fo  defperate  a nature  as 
to  be  abandoned  in  the  flrfl  inflance.  I readily  admit,  that  whatever  may  be  hazarded  in  this 
work  as  matter  of  opinion,  is  fully  open  to  controverfyj  and  that  general  prefumptions  will  rea- 
fonably  bear  hard  againfl  a perfon,  who  can  prove  but  little  by  the  teflimony  of  his  fenfes,  either 
of  the  nature  of  the  country,  or  the  difpofition  of  its  inhabitants.  Upon  thefe  two  points,  there- 
fore, I have  adopted  the  opinions  of  Sir  John  Davies  and  Dr.  Leland  as  unexceptionable j ' inaf- 
much  as  they  both  lived  many  years  in  the  country,  and  applied  tlieir  minds  to  thofe  objefts  with 
peculiar  attention.  I have,  therefore,  fubmitted  my  own  opinions,  whatever  they  might  have 
been,  in  thefe  two  points  to  thofe  of  others,  in  every  way  more  competent,  from  perfonal  ex- 
perience, to  judge  rightly  of  them  than  myfelf.  But  as  to  all  public  documents  and  proofs  of 
hiflorical  fafts,  every  man  that  undertakes  the  fundtions  of  an  hiflorian  mufl  be  fuppofed  compe- 
tent to  judge;  and  by  that  competency  will  he  form  his  judgment.  Et  eum  oportet  ejfe  gnaxiter 
impudentem,  who,  in  deflance  of  fuch  public  documents,  fliall  wilfully  attempt  to  mifreprefent 
the  truth.  I have,  moreover,  perfonal  reafons  for  adopting  the  opinions  of  others,  on  tliefe  two 
points,  in  preference  to  my  own.  About  ten  years  ago,  before  I had  ever  been  in  Ireland,  I 
publiflied  a pamphlet,  on  the  occaAon  of  the  paffing  of  an  aft  of  parliament  in  Great  Britaia 
in  favour  of  the  Englifli  Catholics:  it  was  alfo  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Paine,  and  his  profelytes,. 
were  induflrioufly  propagating  the  doftrines  on  the  abflraft  Rights  of  Man.  In  that  work,  I faid: 
“ The  lower  clafs  of  the  Irilh,  I underfland,  to  be  a race  robufl  and  hardy,  and  of  a very  irritable 
" difpoAtion  and  nature:  they  are  now  indolent  in  extreme  poverty,  from  being  debarred  the 

common  refources  of  induflry;  and  are  averfe  from  all  laws,  from  having  felt  the  conflant 
“ preflure  of  fuch  only  as  are  galling  and  fevere.”  And  I concluded,  tliat  the  zealots  for  fedi- 
tion  and  anarchy  found  them  ready  materials  to  work  upon. — Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  in  the  ad- 
ditional Appendix  to  his  Memoirs  of  the  Rebellions  in  Ireland,  has  chofen  to  conflrue  thefe  words 
into  a flrong  incitement  to  difloyalty  and  infurreftion ; and  he  adds,  in  a note,  that  if  this  gen- 
tleman 
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“ vehemence  of  paffion,  an  elevated  imagination,  were  the  charadteriftics 
“ of  the  people.  Noble  inftances  of  valour,  generous  effufions  of  bene- 
“ volence,  ardent  refentments,  defperate  and  vindi6live  outrages,  abound  in 
“ their  annals.  To  verfe  and  inufic  they  are  peculiarly  addi6led.  They  who 
“ are  polfefled  of  any  fuperior  degree  of  knowledge,  they  who  operate  on 
“ their  fancies  or  paffions  by  the  livelieft  flrains  of  poetry,  are  held  in 
“ extraordinary  veneration.  The  ininifters  of  their  religion  are  accounted 
“ more  than  human.  To  all  thefe  they  fubmit  their  contefts;  they  confult 
“ them  as  oracles  of  law  and  policy.  But  reflexion,  and  the  gradual  pro- 
“ grefs  of  refinement,  convince  them  of  the  necelfity  of  fettled  laws.  The 
“ principles  of  equity  and  independence  implanted  in  the  human  breaft, 
“ receive  them  with  delight ; but  the  violence  of  palfion  ftill  proves  fuperior 
“ to  their  reftraint.  Private  injuries  are  revenged  by  force ; and  infolent 
“ ambitious  chieftains  ftill  recur  to  arms,” 


tleman  had  lived  among  the  Irijh,  he  would  have  knoxcn  that  they  were  uBive  citizens,  both  by  night 
and  by  day.  Since  the  publication  of  that  pamphlet,  I have  thrice  vihted  Ireland:  the  legifla- 
ture,  fince  that  period,  has  thought  proper  to  repeal  moll,  if  not  all,  of  thofe  very  laws,  which 
I then  termed  galling  and  feverc.  The  afts  of  the  legillature  have  Jullified  my  application  of  thofe 
epithets  to  the  laws,  which  they  found  necefl’ary  to  repeal.  The  civic  afiivity,  by  night  and  day, 
upon  which  the  hillorical  baronet  has  indulged  his  jocularity,  is  rather  too  awful  a fubje£l  to  reply 
to  in  the  fame  drain.  I fcarcely  know  a more  fure  preventative  againll  a relapfe  into  this  diforder 
of  aflivity,  than  to  encourage  the  fober  indullry  of  the  aBive  citizens. — It  long  has  been  my  cordial 
wilh  to  promote  the  welfare  of  Ireland,  which  is,  if  I may  be  allow'ed  the  phrafe,  the  right  hand 
of  the  Britilh  empire : and  it  has  ever  pained  me  to  obferve  its  natural  powers  cramped,  checked, 
and  paralyfed. — In  reprobating  the  fpirit  with  which  this  work  of  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  and  fome 
other  publications  of  a limilar  tendency,  are  written,  it  would  be  injullice  to  the  public  not  to  lay 
before  them  the  fentiments  which  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  expreffed  in  an  official  letter  to  that 
Baronet,  after  the  publication  of  his  work,  viz. 

“ Sir,  Dublin  Cajile,  March  24!,  1801. 

“ I am  directed,  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  to  exprefs  to  you  his  concern,  at  its  appearing  that 
“ your  late  publication  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  late  Rebellions  in  Ireland,  has  been  dedicated  to 
“ him  by  permidion.  Had  his  Excellency  been  apprifed  of  the  contents  and  nature  of  the  work, 
“ he  would  never  have  lent  the  fandion  of  his  name  to  a book,  which  tends  fo  ftrongly  to  revive 
‘‘  the  dreadful  animofities  which  have  fo  long  diftraded  this  country,  and  which  it  is  the  duty  of 
" every  good  fubjed  to  endeavour  to  compofe.  His  Excellency,  therefore,  defires  me  to  requefl:> 
“ that  in  any  future  edition  of  the  book,  the  permiffion  to  dedicate  it  to  him  may  be  omitted. 

I have,  &c. 

Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  Bart.  “ E.  B.  Littlehales.” 

If 
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If  this  be  a faithful  portrait  of  the  chara61eriftic  features  of  the  Iriih  na- 
tion, anti  I admit  the  outline  and  eolouring  to  be  jufl:,  the  referenees  I 
lhall  make  to  the  earlier  parts  of  the  Iriih  annals,  M'ill  ferve  to  trace  and 
account  for  the  origin,  nature,  and  continuance  of  that  national  charadter, 
out  of  M’hich  arife  fome  of  the  ftrongeft  reafons  for  uniting  that  kingdom 
with  our  own. 

The  pride  of  anceftry  has  a peculiar  effe6l  upon  the  Iriih,  No  nation,  in 
fact,  now  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  can  boaft  of  fuch  certain  and  remote 
antiquity;  none  can  trace  inftances  of  fuch  early  civilifation ; none  pofleffes 
fuch  irrefragable  proofs  of  their  origin,  lineage,  and  duration  of  government. 

It  has  been  a pitiful  prejudice  in  too  many  Englilh  writers,  to  endeavour  to 
throw  diferedit  upon  the  early  part  of  the  Irilli  hiftory.  That  many  fabulous 
accounts  are  to  be  found  in  the  Iridi  annalifts,  is  true  ; but  no  lefs  true  is  it, 
that  the  Englilh  hiftorians  fuperabound  with  grofs  and  wilful  mifreprefenta- 
tions  of  the  Irilli  annals  The  polfeffion  of  a vernacular  language  at  this 
day,  which  was  in  general  life  above  three  thoufand  years  ago,  is  a defiance  to 
hiftorical  fi6tion  and  falfity,  that  Ireland  alone,  amidft  all  the  nations  of 
the  univerfe,  can  proudly  boaft.  The  anceftors  of  the  Irilli  were  undoubt- 

*■  The  ill-judged  policy  of  mifreprefenting  the  Irifli  hiftory,  for  partial  or  corrupt  purpofes,  be- 
gan almoft  as  early  as  our  connections  with  that  country  j and,  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  it  has 
been  kept  up  almoft  uniformly  to  the  prefent  day.  Gerald  Barry,  commonly  called  Giraldus 
Cambrenfis,  was  fent  over  by  Henry  II.  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  publifliing  whatever  he 
could  collect,  that  was  difadvantageous  to  the  Irilli.  Williamfon,  the  biftiop  of  Derry,  fays : 

Wonderful,  indeed,  are  many  of  the  tales  which  he  picked  up,  of  the  natural,  moral,  and 
‘‘  political  ftate  of  this  nation.”  (Ir.  Hill.  lib.  2.)  Sir  James  Ware,  who  publilhed  his  Anti- 
quities of  Ireland  under  Queen  Ann,  admires  that  fome  men  of  his  age,  otherwife  grave  and 
learned,  lliould  obtrude  thofe  fictions  of  Giraldus  upon  the  world  for  truths."  The  Bilhop  of 
Derry,  who  publilhed  his  Iriih  hiftorical  Library  in  1724,  aflures  us,  p.  3,  that  “ a very  learned 
perfon,  Mr.  Joliah  Lynch,  titular  Archbilliop  of  Tuam,  to  whom  Mr.  Flaherty  prefaces  his  Ogygia, 
wrote  a particular  detedion  of  this  man’s  miftakes  and  Handers,  which  he  called  Cambrenfis 
Everfus,  and  publilhed  under  the  name  of  Gratianus  Lucius.  This  writer  accufes  Cambrenfis  of 
malicioufly  deftroying  a great  many  of  the  old  Iriih  annals,  whereof  he  had  the  perufal : and  it 
is  thence  juftly  obferved  by  Bilhop  StillingHeef,  that  (if  fo)  he  had  better  advantages  and  more  » 
authorities  than  Keating.”  Candor  however  milft  admit,  that  if  Cambrenfis  be  fairly  charged  with 
wilful  mifreprefentation  of  faCts,  fuppreftion  of  truth,  and  publication  of  falfliood,  the  motive 
for  deftroying  thofe  annals,  which  he  had  fo  perverted  and  abufed,  cannot  be  doubtful.  No 
impartial  writer  has  ever  attempted  to  juftify  tire  groundlefs  and  incredible  fables  of  Cambrenjis.  Mr. 
Pinckerton  as  lately  as  1789  has  remarked,  that //c  fiiews  the  greatefi  ignorance  in  his  account 
of  Iriih  Hiftory.  (Pinck.  Scot.  London,  1789.) 
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cdly  Scythians*,  or,  as  they  were  afterwards  called,  Phoenicians.  The  general 
belief  that  the  Greeks,  the  Romans,  the  Carthaginians,  and  even  the  Egyp- 
tians, received  the  ufe  of  letters  from  the  Phoenicians,  reconciles  the  mind 
to  the  very  early  civilifation  of  tins  colony,  which  they  fettled  in  the  weft. 
For  it  now  feems  no  longer  doubtful,  that  a Scythian  or  Phoenician  colony 
fettled  in  Ireland  i'.  All  ancient  hiftorians  agree,  that  hordes  of  Scythians 

emigrated 

* Hence  were  they  anciently  called  Scoti,  by  an  eafy  tranfition  from  Y.hv6oi,  Scythians:  which 
appellation  in  procefs  of  time,  remained  only  appropriate  to  North  Britain,  which  was  inha-> 
bited  by  a colony  from  Ireland.  Venerable  Bede  generally  calls  the  Irilh  Scots.  James  I,  upon 
his  acceffion  to  the  throne  of  England,  boafted  to  the  Parliament  that  he  derived  his  pedigree 
from  the  Irilh  Dynafty. 

f Befides  the  common  ufe  of  the  Phoenician  language  by  the' native  Irilh  to  this  day,  there  are 
many  proofs  of  their  defcent  from  the  Scytliians  or  Phoenicians,  that  put  the  queftion  out  of  all 
doubt.  That  the  Carthaginians  were  a Phoenician  colony  has  never  been  queftioned,  and  like  other 
colonies  they  carried  theiiTanguage  with  them.  Plautus,  who  wrote  hi^  plays  in  the  fecond  Pu- 
nic war,  introduces  into  his  Pcenulus  the  charadter  of  Hanno  a Carthaginian,  into  whofe  mouth 
he  puts  feveral  Carthaginian  (or  Phoenician)  fentences,  which  had  ever  before  baffled  the  erudition 
of  the  learned  to  decypher;  until  thefe  fpeeches  have  been  lately  attentively  confidered,  and 
became  perfedtly  intelligible  to  the  Irilh  fcholar.  The  ingenious  and  learned  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Vallancey,  whofe  unexampled  proficiency  in  the  Irilh  language  has  rendered  his  refearches  into 
the  antiquities  of  that  country  molt  ufeful  to  the  public,  has  given  an  accurate  collation  of 
thefe  Punic  fpeeches  with  the  Irilh,  as  now  fpoken;  and  they  will  be  found  to  differ  little  more, 
than  the  different  provincial  dialedts  of  tlie  French,  and  even  of  our  own  tongue  ; and  infinitely 
lefs  after  a lapfeof  3000  years,  tlian  modern  Englilli  differs  from  what  was  in  ufe  four  centuries  ago. 
Vid.  Colled:,  de  Reb.  Hib.  They  are  alfo  to  be  found  in  Sir  L.  Parfons’s  Defence  of  the  Ancient 
Hiftory  of  Ireland.  It  was  to  be  expedted  that  the  ignoranee  of  the  editors  and  printers  of  Plautus, 
Ihould  often  mifplace  the  fyllables  and  run  one  word  into  another,  in  a language  which  was  not 
underfiood.  Colonel  Vallaneey  has  corredled  this  dillocation  of  the  words  and  fyllables,  and  thus 
rendered  the  whole  legible  to  the  Irifh,  without  altering  a letter.  The  curious  reader  may  wilfi  to 
fee  a fpecimen  of  this  wonderful  fimilarity,  or  rather  identity  of  the  Phoenician  and  Irifh  lan- 
guages. 

Carthaginian,  as  in  Plautus. 

Bythlym  mothym  noctothij  nelechthanti  diafmachon. 

Proper  interxals  arranged  hj  Colonel  Vallancey. 

' Byth  lim  ! mo  thym  nodto  thii  nel  eeh  anti  dias  machon. 

IriJJi. 

Beith  liom  ! mo  thyme  nodtaithe  niel  ach  anti  daife  maccoinne. 

Be  with  me!  my  fears  being  difclofed,  I have  no  other  intention  but  recovering  my  daughter. 

Carthaginian  and  Irijh,  without  the  change  of  a zcord  or  letter. 

Handone  filli  hanum  bene,  filli  in  muftine. 


Whenever 
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emigrated  to  Egypt,  and  from  thence  to  Sjjain  : wliy  tlien  refufe  credit  to  the 
Irifh  annalifts,  M'ho  are  iinanimons  in  averting  that  a colony  of  thefe  Scy- 
thians from  Spain  fettled  in  Ireland.  The  Irilh  have  always  prided  them- 
felves  upon  having  kept  up  a longer  fuccelfion  of  monarchs,  than  any  othei- 
kingdom  of  the  world.  This  race  of  kings  the  Irilh  call  Milefian,  all  of 
them  having  defeended  from  Ileber,  Eremon^  and  Ith^  the  three  fons  of 
MUeJius,  who  headed  the  expedition  from  Spain.  In  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1170,  one  of  the  Princes  of  Ulller  boalled  to  Pope  Alexander  III.  of  an 
uninterrupted  fuccelfion  of  197  Kings  of  Ireland,  down  to  his  time.*  It 
appears,  indeed,  at  all  times  to  have  been  a national  palfion  of  the  IrWi,  to 
boaft  of  the  monuments  of  their  ancient  glory. 

The  government  introduced  by  the  lirft  fettlers,  was  of  a peculiar  caft. 
They  divided  the  country  into  four  provinces,  viz.  Ulfter,  Leinjter,  Munjler^ 
and  Conaught,  each  of  which  had  its  king;  and  at  the  head  of  tliefe  four  pro- 
vincial kings  was  placed  a fupreme  monarch.  The  whole  formed  a Pentar- 
chy.  To  the  fupreme  they  all  paid  tribute,  as  a mark  of  fubjedion,  though 
they  were,  in  all  other  refpeds,  abfolute  and  independent  within  their  refpec- 
Tive  provinces  or  provincial  kingdoms.  The  monarch  had  always  had  fome 

Whenever  lire  (Venus)  grants  a favor,  Ihe  grants  it  linked  with  misfortunes. 

Carf/ioghiian. 

Meipfi  & en  efte  dum  & a lam  na  ceftin  um. 

IriJJi. 

Meili  & an  eilie  dam  & alaim  na  cefiin  um. 

.Hear  me,  and  judge,  and  do  not  too  haftily  queftion  me. 

The  warlike  inftruments  which  have  been  found  in  Ireland  under  the  earth,  exaftly  refemble 
the  weapons  difeovered  about  Cannae,  fome  of  which  are  in  tlie  Britilli  Mufeum : the  brazen 
fwords  and  fpears  are  of  the  fame  form  and  fubftance,  being  a compolition  of  brafs  and  tin.  I 
think  it  ufelefs  to  adduce  any  proofs  of  the  fimilarity  of  habits,  cuftoms  or  ufages,  between  the 
colony  and  the  mother  country,  from  the  hiliorians  of  each.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  to  this  day  the 
Irlih  peafants  are  in  the  annual  habit  of  lighting  upon  certain  hills,  on  the  eve  of  Midfummer, 
what  they  ffill  call  Bal's  fire,  though  fully  as  ignorant,  that  Bel  was  the  god  of  their  Phoenician 
ancellors,  as  others  are,  that  Jupiter,  Mars,  Mercury,  and  Venus  were  heathen  deities,  in  whofe 
honor  the  days  of  the  week  have  received  their  appellation.  ’ 

* The  moderate  allowance  of  10  years  to,  the  reign  of  each  of  thefe  Kings,  will  fill  the  fpace 
of  1970  years,  200  years  being  a moderate  allowance  for  thofe  reigns  which  exceeded  that  dura- 
tion. This  nearly  correfponds  with  the  time  (viz.  about  lOOO  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift), 
at  which  inoft  of  the  Irilli  annalifts  date  the  arrival  of  the  Phoenician  colony  from  Spain  under 
Milefius. 
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-tlemefiie  lands  annexed  to  his  royalty;  but  their  great  and  favourite  Tuatlial 
feparated  the  dihridt  of  Meath  from  the  other  provinecs,  and  appointed  it  for 
the  appanage  of  the  monarch.  This  formed  one  part  of  his  revenue;  another 
part  of  it  arofe  out  of  the  provincial  contributions  of  corn,  hay,  and  cattle  : 
and  when  any  hate  emergency  required  more  than  the  ordinary  fubfidies,  the 
-revenue  was  aided  to  the  extent  of  the  cxigeney  by -occafional  taxes,  which 
were  voted  and  impofed,  not  by  the  monarch,  but  by  the  general  afiembly 
of  the  nation. 

It  has  been  frequently  and  juftly  remarked,  that  more  family  pride  is 
retained  by  the  Irilh,  even  in  extreme  indigence,  than  by  any  other  na- 
tion ; and  it  is  generally  attended  with  a convidtion  of  fomc  right  to  large 
poffeffions,  and  fcldom  exifts  without  fomc  hereditary  tindture  of  contempt 
-for  thole,  whofe  lineage  thc\'  think  Icfs  ancient  and  noble  than  their  onm  ; 
although,  at  the  fame  time,  no  nation  attach  more  confeqnence  to  property. 
This  is  a relict  and  natural  confequence  of  the  ancient  conftitutions,  under 
which  more  dignity  and  confequence  were  annexed  to  particular  families 
than  in  other  nations,  not  as  with  us  by  primogeniture  ; but  the  honours  and 
dignities  of  the  families  were  confidered  by  the  different  fepts,  clans,  or  line- 
ages as  difpofable  to  the  rnofl  \vorthy.  This  principle  prevailed  from  the 
family  of  Milefms  down  to  every  other  throughout  the  illand.  Not  only  the 
throne,  but  all  the  pofls  of  honour  and  profit  under  the  ftate  were  in  fadi 
elediive  ; not  indeed  out  of  the  nation  at  large,  -but  out  of  particular  fepts 
or  families:  confequently  purity  of  blood  became  a national  objedl,  and  car- 
ried with  it  more  real  coniequence,  than  it  did  in  any  other  nation  of  Europe. 
Thus  although  the  monarchy  were  by  the  confiitution  eledlive,  and  in  fadl 
feldom  Mxnt  in  an  immediate  lineal  defeent ; yet  from  the  landing  of  the  Phoe- 
nicians to  the  miflion  of  St.  Patrick,  including  the  fpace  of  about  1500 
years,  and  from  that  to  the  invafion  of  Ireland  under  Henry  II.  being  about 
640  years,  no  one  filled  the  monarchy  that  was  not  a defeendant  of  one  of 
the  three  fons  of  Milefms.  In  the  choice  of  their  monarch  feniority  and 
proximity  of  blood  had  great  weight,  but  not  the  preponderance.  Military 
talents  outweighed  civil  accomplifiiments  ; the  previous  reception  of  the  or- 
der of  knighthood  was  an  indifpenfible  qualification  to  be  eledled ; and  any 
fpecies  of  perfonal  -imperfedlion,  or  even  cafual  deformity,  created  abfolute 
• ineligibility.* 

“ In 

* The  Iriili  annalifls  relate  that  Cormoc,  in  the  third  century,  foliciting  votes  to  be  elefted  to 
thefuccelEon  of  Mac  Con,  Fergus  king  of  Ulfter,  who  wiflred  to  defeat  his  election,  fo  contrived 

during 
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In  viewing  the  long  duration  of  the  infelicity  of  Ireland  fince  it  has  been 
dependent  upon  or  conne6ted  M'ith  this  country,  it  is  impofhble  not  to  lay  the 
largeft  fliare  of  its  calamity  to  the  account  of  that  inonhrous  anomaly  in  po-. 
litics  imperium  in  imperio.  The  only  radical  cure  has  now  been  applied. 
The  reftitution  of  Ireland  to  foundnefs  and  even  vigour  of  conllitu-tion  now 
lefts  with  Great  Britain,  which,  fmce  the  union,  is  compelled,  from  policy 
and  intereft,  to  enfure  the  moft  beneficial  effedts  to  this  national  incorpora- 
tion. Difcovery  facilitates  the  removal  or  weakens  the  power  of  every  re- 
tardment or  difficulty  in  the  attainment  of  the  end  of  this  great  objedt. 
By  concentrating  the  profpedlive  views  of  the  diftindt  parts  of  the  Britifli  em- 
pire into  one  general  focus,  many  particular  and  local  prejudices  and  prepof- 
feffions  will  vanilli  and  die  away,  which  have  hitherto  only  exifted  by  the 
circumftances  of  feparation  and  independence.  The  numerous  claims  of 
royal  lineage,  which  are  feldom  difannexed  from  wild  convidtions  of  rights 
to  princely  domain,  and  that  efpecially  in  a fenfitiveand  impoveriflied  people, 
Avill  ultimately  vanilli,  when  we  look  up  to  this  change  in  the  government 
of  Ireland  for  the  corredtion  of  the  evil ; an  evil  which  originated  in  the  ear- 
lieft  conftitutions  of  their  government. 

The  grand  IMilefian  Monarchy  was  a model  of  the  four  great  provincial 
and  numerous  other  fmaller  kingdoms  into  which  the  ifland  was  fubdivided. 
Befides  the  univerfal  monarch  of  the  ifland  and  the  four  kings  of  the  pro- 
vinces, there  were  kings  of  Offaly,  Limerick,  Cork,  &c.  So  that  every  pro- 
vincial fovereign  had  under  him  as  many  kings  as  there  were  fepts  or  fami- 
lies of  diftindtion  within  the  province  : and  although  we  can  form  no  other 
idea  at  prefent  of  thefe  numerous  roitelets  or  petty  fovereigns,  than  mere 
lords  of  manors  or  tenants  in  capite,  yet  the  eftedts  of  the  national  prejudices,* 

unfortunately 

during  the  revelry,  that  Cormoc  Ihould  fet  fire  to' his  beard,  by  which  he  loft  his  eleftion.  It  is  to 
be  noted,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  niifchiefs  of  anarchy  during  eledtions,  by  the  ancient  confti- 
tution  of  Ireland,  the  fuccefl’or  was  eleded  during  the  life  of  the  reigning  monarch. 

* We  can  difcover  no  period  of  the  Irifti  hiftory,  at  which  the  family  pride  of  the  Irifh  was  not 
attended  w;th  mifchievous  eft'eds.  The  very  wide  fcope  of  the  Irifti  annals  throws  almoft  an  ap- 
pearance of  romance  upon  the  bare  references  to  dates.  - Until  the  reign  of  the  great  Tuathal,  of  the 
race  of  Ilerenion,  (A.  D.  !23.)  few  or  none  of  the  pofterity  of  the  Milefians  ever  fubmitted  to  trade 
or  any  manual  labour,  left  they  ftiould  degrade  their  original,  or  bring  a ftain  upon  their  family. 
For  this  very  purpofe  they  kept  in  the  country  a number  of  the  Belgians  and  Dannonians  (the 
former  of  which  paffed  under  the  name  of  I'irt-boigs)  in  order  to  carry  on  thefe  fervile  and  me- 
chanical occupations.  But  in  tlie  reign  of  Tuathal,  tradefmen  and  mechanics,  as  well  as  artifts  of 

all 
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unfortunately  tranfmitted  down  by  tradition,  arc  as  operative  as  if  eveiy  I’ueh 
anceftor  had  been  as  powerful  as  Charlemagne.  Diforders  in  dates,  have 
elfewhere  been  laifed  by  the  lelatives  of  the  depofed  or  deprived  fovereigns : 
but  whether  the  attempts  fucceeded  or  failed,  the  effeft  Avas  partial,  not  na- 
tional, and  died  away  as  the  royal  lineage  decayed  either  in  number  or 
power.  But  as  in  Ireland  every  individual  of  a fept,  Avho  bore  the  name,  af- 
fumed  the  blood,  and  partook  in  fome  degree  of  the  confequence  and  dignity 
of  their  chief  fovereign  or  king  for  the  time  being,  the  effect  of  debafement 
and  deprivation  embraced  a wider  range,  and  grew  into  a national  evil  of  the 
greateft  magnitude.  The  a6tual  indigence  of  an  intlividual  that  perhaps 
might  have  been  greater  under  the  ancient  than  the  prefent  order  of  things,* 
is  contrafted  againftthe  eafe  and  luxury  of  modern  opulence  ; and  the  influ- 
ence of  poverty  and  pride  upon  an  irritable  and  bold  race  is  but  too  obvious. 
Whatever  national  predile6lions  or  prejudices  can  by  any  means  be  put  down, 
when  different  nations  become  fubje6l  to  a common  fovereign,  it  is  the  un- 
doubted policy  of  that  fovereign  to  efte6l  it  without  irritating  the  forenefs 
which  fuch  changes  are  likely  to  create  j'.  If  the  genuine  origin  of  thefc  na- 
tional 

all  profeflions,  were  put  under  the  management  of  a committee,  who  had  power  to  examine  into 
their  abilities,  to  reform  all  abufes,  and  to  fulpend  fuch  as  by  their  unfairnets  or  want  of  ikill 
brought  tlieir  occupations  into  dilcredit.  So  that,  according  to  Dr.  Warner  (Hitt,  of  Ireland,  225.) 
this  pride  has  been  ib  inherent  from  that  time  to  this,  that  Bilhop  Berkeley  has  faid,  a kitchen  wench 
in  his  family  refufed  to  carry  out  cinders,  becaufe  ll)e  was  defeended  from  an  old  Irilh  flock. 
But  in  the  reign  of  this  monarch,  when  they  faw  the  legiflature  take  trade  and  manufadtures  under 
their  protedtion,  and  that  no  perfon  was  allowed  to  exercife  the  arts  without  a licence  from  the 
committee  empowered  by  the  general  affembly  of  the  flates,  many  of  the  Milefians  condefeended  to 
follow  fome  employment. 

* Formerly  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people,  being  in  a flate  of  villeinage,  had  no  property.  They 
belonged  to  the  foil,  which  they  cultivated,  and  were  transferred  with  it,  at  the  pleafure  of  their 
maflers.  At  prefent  there  is  no  flate fo  abjedl  throughout  the  nation. 

f It  is  mofl  unaccountable,  that  to  the  religion  which  the  majority  of  the  Irifh  nation  now  pro- 
fefles,  the  eftedls  of  thefe  national  prejudices  or  prepofleflions  have  been  and  flill  are  attributed  by 
Englilh,  and  lattei'ly  even  by  fome  Irifh  writers.  True  it  is,  that  the  greatefl  part  of  the  old  Irilh 
flill  profefs  the  religion  of  their  chriftian  anceflors  j and  true  allb  is  it,  that  the  Irilh  nation  is  pecu- 
liarly tenacious  of  its  old  and  accuflomed  habits  and  modes  of  thinking.  Dr.  Leland  has  informed 
us,  that  they  account  their  miniflers  of  religion  as  more  than  human.  By  thefe  they  are  told,  and 
they  believe,  that  the  religion  which  they  received  from  St.  Patrick,  is  what  had  been  regularly 
tranfmitted  to  him  from  the  apoflles  of  Chrifl.  The  mere  circumflance  of  profefling  the  catholic 
religion  is  as  extenfive  and  foreign  from  this  national  family  pride  or  regal  enthufiafm,  as  it  is  from 
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tional  prejudices  be  to  be  traced,  to  paganifm,  not  to  chriltianity,  we  inuR 
refort. 

The  pretenfions  to  the  royal  flock  of  fovereignty  in  Ireland  were  not  the 
only  grounds  of  this  fyftem  of  family  pride  and  confequent  prefumption* 
Each  king  or  fovereign  had  his  order  of  chivalry,  of  which  he  was  himfelf  the 
chief:  his  high  priell  to  fuperintend  religion;  his  brehon  or  chief  juftice  to 
expound  the  laws  ; his  phyficians,  antiquarians,  chief  treafurer,  marfhal, 
flandard-bcarer,  generals  of  horfe  and  foot,  &c.  All  thefe  were  hereditary 
honours  in  certain  families,  out  of  which  the  moft  diftinguilhed  and  bed:  qua- 
lified Avere  defied  to  the  particular  appointments. 

'We  havefeen  that  in  the  agitation  of  fome  of  the  great  national  queflions 
in  Ireland  during  thefe  laft  twelve  years,  the  public  mind  has  been  Avorked 
up  more  Avithout  grounds  than  Avithout  malice  into  a dread  of  the  principle 
of  refumption,  Ihould  the  civil  liberties  of  Britifli  fubjeds  be  imparted  in 
common  to  the  w'hole  community  of  Ireland.  True  it  is,  that  many  of  the 
illiterate  Iridi  do  entertain  general  confufed  convddions,  that  princely  pof- 
felfions  fliould  ever  attend  the  royal  blood  that  fills  their  veins.  This  general 
fpecies  of  gregarian  refumption,  grafted  upon  the  colleftiA  e claims  of  fepts 
or  clans  to  certain  diftrids,  Avill  upon  clofe  infpedion  and  impartial  invefti- 
gation  be  found  to  refer  only  to  the  old  tenures  of  Tanniftri/'and  Gavelkind, 
of  which  Ave  fhall  fpeak  hereafter,  and  by  no  means  to  the  laAVS  of  England, 
Avhich  liaAT  for  centuries  regulated  the  defeent  of  lands  in  Ireland  : other- 
Avife  the  refumption  Avould  be  confined  to  tJie  individuals,  upon  A\diom  the  laAV 
Avould  in  the  fuppofed  cafes  of  refumption  caft  the  inheritance,  either  by  pri- 
mogeniture or  fome  other  mode  of  defeent.  Now  the  only  cry  for  refump- 
tion is  ever  fuppofed  to  arife  from  that  caft  of  the  natiA^'es,  Avho  haA^e  retained 
that  national  fpirit  Avith  the  delufive  claims  of  royalty  and  domain,  Avhich 
could  alone  be  realized  by  the  redintegration  of  the  old.  Brehon  inilitutions.* 

It 

any  other  diftinctive  traits  of  national  charadter,  whetlier  they  depend  on  tlie  endowments  of  the 
mind  or  body.  'I'hu.s  long  ere  our  reformation  of  religion  was  thought  of,  one  of  the  O’Neals 
being  told  that  Barrett,  of  Caftlemore,  an  Englifhman,  and  equally  a catholic  with  himfelf,  had 
been  there  400  years,  he  replied,  that  he  liatcd  the  clown  as  if  he  had  but  come  thither  yefterday. 

* The  Earl  of  Caftlehaven,  who  refided  in  Ireland  during  tlie  whole  of  the  rebellion  in  l641,  and 
for  many  years  after  its  redudlioii,  wrote  Memoirs  concerning  the  wars  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  rec- 
tify many  errors,  and  contradifl  the  numerous  falfehoods  of  Dr.  Borlafe’s  publications  on  that  and 
«thcr  hibjedls  relating  to  Ireland,  whofe  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion  in  particular  Dr.  Nalfon,  (Infr.  to. 
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It  goes  not  to  touch  the  titles  of  any  landed  property,  that  was  at  any  time 
put  under  Englifh  tenures. 

Tlie  Irifh  law  of  Gavelkind  differed  nuitcrially  from  the  law,  which  we  fo  de- 
nominate in  Kent.  Mdien  any  one  died,  all  the  poffeffions,  real  and  perfoual, 
of  the  whole  family,  were  put  together  (or  in  hotch-pot),  and  divided  anew 
amongft  the  lurvivors,  by  the  head  of  the  family,  whom  they  termed  the 
Caunfinny  baftard  fons  were  admitted  into  this  diflrihution,  though  all 
females,  both  wives  and  daughters,  and  of  courfe  more  remote  female  rela- 
tives, were  excluded  from  it ; the  divifion  extended  to  the  whole  fept  or  race, 
by  which  means,  many  vetted  freeholds  came  upon  fuch  new  partitions  to  be 
divetled  during  the  lives  of  the  tenants.  This  law  or  cuttom  was  productive 
of  one  of  the  moft  pernicious  prejudices,  that  can  pervade  the  ufeful  part  of 
a community  : it  prevented  whole  fepts  or  families,  howfqever  numerous  and 
needy,  from  learning  any  trade,  or  turning  mechanics,  becaufe  they  would 
be  thus  degraded,  and  the  CaunJinnyvsQvMS.  in  any  future  partition  exclude  fuch 
as  had  debafed  themfelves  by  fuch  abdication  of  their  family  dignity.  L^nion 
feems  to  affoi  d the  final  corrective,  if  there  fiill  remain  fuch  fenfelefs  and  per- 
nicious prepoffeffions. 

The  national  divifion  into  fepts  or  tribes,  though  natural  to  infant  commu- 
nities, was  attended  in  the  progrefs  of  population  with  the  worft  of  confe- 


2 xol.  of  Imp.  Coll.  p.  riU.)  fays,  is  rather  a paradox  than  a hifiorij  j and  that  his  diftorted  plagi- 
arifm  of  Lord  Clarendon’s  manufeript  “ rendered  him  fufpe>Sled  not  to  be  overdocked  with  ho- 
“ nefty  and  juftice,  fo  necetfary  to  the  reputation  of  an  unblemilhed  hiftorian.  He  wrote  for.  the 
“ avowed  purpofe  of  defending  the  harlli  government  of  his  father.  Sir  John  Borlafe  and  Sir 
"■  William  Parfons and  Nalfon,  as  well  as  the  Bifliop  of  Derry,  (/r.  lift.  lib.  06.)  admits,  that 
he  continued  Sir  John  Temple’s  partial  and  unfaithful  memoirs,  and  wrote  reflections  upon  Lord 
Caftlehaven’s  Memoirs,  as  being  openly  and  avowedly  a faxonrite  of  the  faction  and  the  men  and 
actions  of  thofe  times.  The  Bilhop  of  Derry  quotes  from  Lord  Cafllehaven’s  publication,  made  in 
l6'84,  a private  opinion  of  that  nobleman  upon  the  effect  of  thefe  prepoifeflions,  viz.  that  in  his 
judgment,  the  only  true  and  great  motive  to  this  rebellion  (as  well  as  to  all  others  fmee  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.)  was  tlie  old  built  upon  an  inflexible  perfualiou  that  the  fovereignty  and 

property  of  all  the  lands  in  the  kingdom,  by  their  unrepealed  Brehon  law,  relied  ftill  in  the  fur- 
viving  heirs  of  the  mcer  Irijh  or  Milefum  flock.  The  noble  memorialifl  was  inattentive  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  King’s  Bench  in  the  reign  of  James  1.  and  did  not  feem  aware  that  by  flrict  law  (though 
unobferved)  the  whole  kingdom  was  then  fubjected  to  the  common  law  of  England. 

* Le  Canfinny,  ou  chef  de  fept  (que  fuit  communement  le  plus  auncient  de  fept)  fefoit  toutz  les 
partitions  per  fon_  dyferetion.  Dav.  Rep.  49. 
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quences,  and  thcle  were  entailed  upon  the  nation  by  the  laws  of  *Ta?iiJiri/ 
and  Gavelkind:  of  the  latter  I have  already  fpoken  ; and  hy  the  former,  fuc- 
celfors  were  chofen  during  the  lives  of  their  anceftors,  not  only  to  their  mo- 
narch and  other  kingg,  but  alfo  to  their  great  Rate  and  other  otRcers,  which 
were  eledive  within  a given  line  of  hereditary  defeent.  There  exilled  alfo  a 
cuftom  peculiar  to  Ireland,  of  giving  out  their  children  to  be  nuiTed  by  fofter- 
ers.f  It  extended  for  fome  years  beyond  the  neceffity  of  keeping  the  child  at 
the  breaft,  and  it  confequently  tended  to  flrengthen  the  ties  ofafliedion  and  at- 
tachment which  united  the  memhers  of  the  different  tribes  or  fepts.:]:  It  cre- 
ated an  extraordinary  fraternizing  fpirit  amongft  the  Iritli,  unknown  to  other 
nations  ; and  hence,  in  a comparative  view  of  the  different  difpohtions  of  the 
Englidi  and  Irifh,  it  has  been  obferved,  that  there  is  more  warmth  of  affec- 
tion in  Ireland  for  a fofter  brother,  than  in  England  for  a brother  by  con- 
fanguinit}". 

* Sir  John  Davis  reports  very  fully  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  in  Ireland,  5 Jac, 
(p.  iJS.)  by  whicli  they  declared  the  cuftom  of  holding  by  Tanijlry  to  be  void  by  reafon  of  its  un- 
certainty, and  on  other  grounds  there  fpecified.  This  judgment  was  given  upon  a fpccial  verdict 
found  in  ejectment  between  Murrough  Mac  Bryeti,  plaintiff',  v.  Ca/iir  0 Callag/iaii,  defendant. 
The  cuftom  or  tenure  ofTaiiiJIry  was,  that  the  lands  fo  holden  defeended,  J'eniori  dignijjimo  viro 
fanguinis  ^ cngiiominis  of  the  perfon  who  laft  died  feized.  The  fame  reporter  gives  us  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  judges  touching  tlie  Iriffi  cuftom  of  Gatclkind,  by  which  it  was' refolved  and  declared, 
per  touts  lesjujlices,  that  the  faid  Irifh  cuftom  of  Gavelkind  was  \mid  in  law,  not  only  from  the  in- 
convenience and  unreafonablenefs  of  it,  but  becaufe  it  was  a mere  perfonal  cuftom,  and  could  not 
alter  the  defeent  of  an  inheritance  by  the  common  law  of  England.  It  is  there  faid  that  formerly 
in  Ireland  every  lordftiip  or  chiefry,  with  the  portion  of  land  that  palfed  with  it,  went  without  par- 
tition to  the  Tanijt,  who  always  came  in  either  by  election,  or  7nanu  forti,  and  not  by  defeent  j but 
all  inferior  tenancies  were  divifible  among  the  males  in  Gavelkind  (p.  49.) 

+ By  this  cuftom,  .fays  Sir  John  Davis,  (Hift.  Ir.  180.)  the  potent  and  rich  men  felling,  and 
“ the  meaner  fort  buying  the  alterage  of  their  children  ; and  the  reafon  was,  becaufe,  in  the  opi- 
” nion  of  this  people,  foftering  hath  always  been  a ftronger  alliance  than  blood ; and  the  fofter 
“ children  love  and  are  beloved  of  their  fofter  fathers  and  their  fept  more  than  of  their  own  natural 
“ parents  and  their  kindred.” 

j In  order  to  prevent  the  natural  effects  of  foftering  children,  and  by  the  crooked  policy  of  thofe 
days,  in  the  S8th  of  Henry  VIII.  ch.  28.  it  was  made  treafon  for  any  of  the  king’s  fubjects  within 
the  land  to  marry  or  fofter  themfelves,  their  children,  or  king’s  folk,  within  the  fourth  degree,  or 
any  of  them  to  or  with  any  Irifh  perfon  orperfons  of  Irifh  blood,  which  be  not  the  king’s  true  fub- 
jects, nor  ufe  themfelves  accordingly,  though  any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  be  made  denizens.  What 
ideas  of  oppreflion  and  inconfiftency  does  not  tins  ftatute  afford,  viz.  the  poflibility  of  a king’s  fub- 
jeet  being  denizened,  and  a prohibition  of  the  intercourfe  of  nature  between  the  king’s  fubjects  ? 
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The  grand  epoch  of  political  eminence  in  tlie  early  hiftory  of  the  Irifh  is 
the  reign  of  their  great  and  favourite  monarch  Ollam-Fodlah,  Avho  reigned, 
according  to  Keating,  about  050  years  before  the  Chriftian  sera.  Under  him 
was  inftituted  the  great  Fes  at  Teamor  or  Tarah,  which  was  in  fa6l  a triennial 
convention  of  the  Rates,  or  a parliament,  the  members  of  which  confifted  of 
the  Druids  and  other  learned  men,  who  reprefented  the  people  in  that  affem- 
bly.  Thus  the  monarch  and  the  provincial  and  other  kings,  who  had  the 
executive  power  in  their  hands  on  one  fide,  and  the  philofophers  and  prieRs, 
together  with  the  deputies  of  the  people  on  the  other,  formed  the  whole  of 
this  ancient  legiflature.  When  this  great  council  was  convened,  previous  to 
their  entering  upon  bufinefs,  they  fat  down  to  fuinptuous  entertainments  for 
Rx  days  fucceflively.  Very  minute  accounts  are  given  by  the  Irilh  annalifts 
of  the  magnificence  and  order  of  thefe  entertainments  ; from  vdience  we  may 
colle6l  the  earlieR  traces  of  heraldry  that  occur  in  hiRory,  and  deduce  that  par- 
tiality for  family  diRin6lions,  which  to  this  day  forms  a Rriking  part  of  the  Irifli 
national  characReriRic.  In  order  to  preferve  order  and  regularity  in  the  great 
number  and  variety  of  the  members  who  met  together  on  thefe  occafions,  when 
the  banquet  was  ready  to  be  ferved  up,  the  fiiield-bearers  of  the  princes  and 
other  members  of  the  convention  delivered  in  their  fiiields  and  targets,  which 
Avere  readily  diftinguifhed  by  the  coats  of  arms  emblazoned  upon  them  : thefe 
Avere  arranged  by  the  grand  marllial  and  principal  herald,  and  hung  upon  the 
Avails  on  the  right  fide  of  the  tables,  and  upon  entering  the  apartments  each 
member  took  his  feat  under  his  refpe6live  fiiield  or  target  Avithout  the  flighteR 
difturbance*.  Ihe  firR  fix  days  Avere  not  fpent  in  diforderly  revelling  and 

excefs, 

e 

* Nothing  can  give  us  ftronger  ideas  of  the  early  civilization  of  Ireland  than  to  refiedt  upon  the 
period  of  time,  at  which  this  regular  fyftem  of  heraldry  and  other  literary  iiiftitutions  were  efta- 
blifhed  in  Ireland  j viz.  g50  years  before  the  aera  alluded  to  by  Caefar  of  the  rude  barbarl/iu  of  the 
Britons.  In  this  triennial  atfeinbly  King  Ollam  Fodlah  (about  gso  years  before  the  coming  of  our 
Saviour)  gave  the  royal  alfent  to  a great  many  good  law’s,  and  amongll  the  reft  to  one,  w hereby  it 
was  ordained,  that  every  nobleman  and  great  officer  lliould  by  the  learned  heralds  have  a particular 
coat  of  arms  afligned  to  him,  according  to  his  merit  and  his  quality,  whereby  he  Ihould  be  diftin- 
guiflied  from  others  of  the  fame  rank,  and  be  known  by  an  antiquary  or  perfon  of  learning,  w here- 
ever  he  appeared,  whether  at  fea  or  land,  in  the  prince’s  court,  at  the  place  of  his  owm  refidence, 
or  in  the  field  of  battle.  (The  Bilhop  of  Derry  Ir.  Hift.  Lib.  quotes  Keating,  p.  143.)  The  nature  of 
this  undertaking  will  not  admit  of  minute  critical  difquifitions  into  the  authenticity  of  feveral 
leading  fadls  of  the  Irifh  hiftory,  which  nothing  but  their  extreme  antiquity  renders  doubtful  to  the 
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cxcefs,  but  particiilavly  devoted  to  the  examination  an<l  fettlemcnt  of  the 
liiftorical  antiquities  and  annals  of  the  kingdom  : they  Avere  publicly  re- 
hearfed  and  privately  infpet^ed  by  afeletl  committee  of  the  moft  leaA’iied  mem- 
bers. Vdien  they  had  palfed  the  approbation  of  the  affembly,  they  Avere 
tranferibed  into  the  authentic  chronicle  of  the  nation,  Avhich  Avas  called  the 
regiftcr  or  pfalter  of  Tarah.  This  fingular  caution  to  prcA'cnt  the  .intro- 
duction of  any  faUity  or  mifreprefentation  into  their  national  hiftory,  avouW 
haA^e  furnilhed  pofterity  Avith  the  molt  authentic  and  interefting  relations  of 
this  ancient  and  extraordinary  kingdom,  had  not  the  Danes  in  their  frequent 
ravages  and  iiiA'afions  of  Irelaml,  during  the  Qth  and  10th  centuries,  burnt 
all  the  books  and  monuments  of  antiquity  that  fell  in  their  way.  We  have 
ftill  more  to  lament  the  diameful  ami  fatal  policy  of^our  anceftors,  Avho  from 
the  firft  iiiA'afion  of  Henrv  Plantagenet  down  to  the  reio'u  of  James  the  Firft 
took  all  polhble  means  of  art  and  force  to  deltroy  Avhatever  Avritings  had  by 
chance  or  care  been  prefei'A-ed  from  the  dcftru6live  hands  of  the  Danes.* 
They  imagined,  that  the  perufal  of  fuch  Avorks  kept  aliA'e  the  fpirit  of  the  na- 
tives, and  kindled  them  to  rebellion  by  reminding  them  of  the  poAver,  inde- 
pendency, and  proAvefs  of  their  anceftors.  The  public  mind  upon  this  fub- 
je6l  has  been  long  changed:  .tAvo  centuries  have  gone  by,  Tince  Sir  John 


indolent,  or  fabulous  to  the  unthinking.  .There  is,  'however,  a inafs  of  evidence,  whieh,  when 
impartially  weighed,  boldly  bids  defiance  to  the  faftidious  and  envious  fceptic,  and  denionftiates  the 
extreme  antiquity  of  the  Irilh  nation,  and  its  colonization  by  the  Phccnicians  about  1000  years  be- 
fore the  Chriftian  aera.  Without  calling  upon  the  fubmifiion  of  any  one  to  a particular  fadt  of  the 
ancient  hiftory ^f  Ireland,  when  we  combine  together  the  proofs  of  the  Phoenician  and  Irifti  lan- 
guage being  the  fame,  the  fimilarity  of  the  old  Irifti  and  Carthaginian  military  weapons,  the  con- 
cordance of  the  Greek  and  tlie  Irifti  accounts  of  the  names  and  produdtions  of  the  illand,  the  coin- 
cidence of  the  bards  and  hiftorians  as  to  the  number  of  their  kings,  the  reference  ot  their  earlieft 
bards  to  long  pre-exifting  ufages,  which  confirmed  by  names  and  terms  which  have  furvived 
. thofe  ufages,  prove  their  former  exiftence,  the  very  fabulous  allufions  of  their  bards  or  poets  to  the 
names  of  monarchs  wlio  find  their  regular  places  in  the  lifts  of  the  moft  accurate  and  attentive  an- 
nalifts,  the  accuracy  of  computation  upon  the  lives  and  number  of  their  monarchs  to  fill  up  the 
fpacc  of  time  attributed  to  the  continuance  of  their  royal  lineage,  the  phyfical  difeoveries  of  their 
-very  ancient  cultivation,  the  extreme  probability  of  all  the  .leading  coincidences,  the  attempts  of 
-tJieir  conquerors  to  eradicate  all  the  veftiges  of  their  antiquity  and  fplendor,  the  teftimony  of 
-ftrangers  as  to  the'  belief  of  the  nativ'es,  and  the  very  traditions  ot  a people  who  have  preferved  their 
-language  for  3000  years,  all  tend  to  raife  a monument  of  hiftorical  veracity,  which  ignorance,  pre- 
judice, malice,  envy,  or  tradu6lion,  will  never  be  able  to  overturn. 

* The  like  Avas  done  in  Scotland  under  our  firft  Edward. 
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Davies  faid,  that  “ had  this  people  been  granted  the  benefit  of  the  Englifii 

laws,  it  would  goe  infinitely  farther  towards  feeuring  their  obedience,  than 
“ the  defl;ru6lion  of  all  the  books  and  laws  ever  publilhed  in  this  kingdom.” 
We  have  happily  lived  to  fee  a legiflative  union  of  the  two  countries,  which 
will,  it  is  trufled,  by  the  natural  workings  of  the  Britifli  Contlitution,  go 
further  in  three  years  towards  the  deflru6tion  of  national  prejudice  and  dif- 
affe6tion,  than  a mere  communication  of  laws  did  in  three  centuries.* 

Notwithftanding  this  legiflative  caution  againfc  hiftorical  proftitution,  few 
hiftories  are  fo  charged  with  fable,  as  the  Annals  of  Ireland.  For  befides  fuch 
hiftoriographers,  as  fubmitted  their  produ6tions  to  the  invefiigation  of  the  Fes, 
every  family  of  confequence  retained  bards  to  celebrate  and  record  their 
a6lions,  who  from  the  very  nature  of  their  dependant  fituation  could  not  be 
expected  to  adminifier  that  hiftorical  juftice,  which  the  ftate  hiftorians  were 
neceftitated  to  do,  as  being  penfioned  by  the  public,  and  fubjeftcd  to  the 
authority  of  the  triennial  convocation.  Thefe  private  hiftories  being  written 
in  verfe,  admitted  of  all  the  aids  of  poetical  fire  and  fancy,  to  raife,  flatter  and 
provoke  the  paftions.  Large  and  ample  revenues  were  afligned  to  the- 
public  heralds,  phyficians,  harpers  and  bards : and  although  they  Avere 
hereditary,  yet,  as  before  obferved,  the  eldeft  fon  did  not  regularly  fucceed  to 
the  employment  and  eftate,  unlefs  he  Avere  the  moft  accompliflied  of  his  race 
in  his  particular  profeffion. 

To  this  day  the  native  Irifli  have  a peculiar  tafte  for  mufick  and  poetry : 
every  excellence  and  extraordinary  talent  is  Avith  them  ftill  holden  in 
the  higheft  eftimation ; as  it  formerly  Avas  rcAvarded  Avith  emolument  and 
honor.  Anciently  the  arts  of  poetry  and  mufick  were  cultivated  by  the 
Irifli  (or  Scots  as  they  Avere  then  called)  to  a degree  of  extravagance. 
The  manners  of  the  people  Avere  engrafted  on  this  ftock.  The  arts  themfelves 
Avere  confidered  to  be  of  divine  original,  and  ignorance  of  them  Avas  judged  a 
fufhcient  exception  to  a man’s  elevation  to  any  important  fervice  or  dignity 
in  the  ftate.  The  hiftory  of  their  nation,  all  the  placits  or  ads  of  their 
legiflators,  and  all  their  fyftems,  philofophical,  metaphyfical  and  theological, 
Avere  conveyed  in  the  harmony  of  found  and  verfe.  Such  fubjeds  formed  the 
chief  diATiiion  of  their  feftive  hours.  They  Avere  fung  by  their  princes  bards 

* In  the  middle  of  the  laft  century  Bilhop  Berkeley  obferved  “ though  it  is  the  true  intereft  of 
Jjoth  nations  to  become  one  people,  yet  neitlier  feem  apprized  of  this  truth.”  Warn.  Hift.  p.  SO. 
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and  crotaries  with  vocal  and  inftrumental  accompaniments.*  Befides  the 
other  duties  of  their  profeflion  the  bards  a6led  as  heralds:  clad  in  white 
flowing  robes,  and  accompanied  by  muficians,  they  marched  with  the  chiefs 
at  tne  head  of  their  armies,  which  they  animated  by  martial  ftrains,  fung  to 
harp  accompaniments.  They  fung  alfo  the  funeral  panegyricks  of  fuch  as 
fell  honorably  in  battle.  The  excellence  of  the  Irifli  in  f athletic  accomp- 
lifliments  has  through  all  ages  been  proverbial.  The  variety  of  revolutions, 
convulfions,  diftrelfes  and  oppreffions  under  which  Ireland  has  at  different 
times  laboured,  prevents  us  from  tracing  any  uniform  national  tafte  or 
difpofition  for  the  cultivation  or  improvement  of  the  foil.  J 

The 

* A national  ftile  or  charafter  of  mufic  is  the  moft  inconteftible  proof  of  the  nation’s  difpofition 
to  harmony.  Cambrenfis,  the  determined  enemy  of  the  Irifii  nation,  fays  notwithftanding,  of  all 
the  nationsicithin  our  oun  knowledge,  this  is  beyond  comyarifon  the  firjl  in  tmifcal  compq/itions.  Ann. 
4.  Mag.  This  was  laid  fome  centuries  back.  Geminiani,  that  great  mafter  of  harmony,  has  more 
recently  affirmed,  that  he  found  no  mufic  on  tliis  fide  of  the  Alps  fo  original  and  beautiful  as  the 
Irilh  airs.  O’Con.  D.  p.  72. 

I All  athletic  accompli ibments  will  be  cultivated  in  proportion  to  the  encouragement  given  to 
them  by  public  inftitutions.  Long  before  the  Chriftian  aera  one  month  was  dedicated  to  gymnaftic 
exercifes  in  every  year,  and  that  they  might  be  the  more  generally  frequented,  the  fineft  feafon  of  the 
year  was  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  viz.  from  the  middle  of  July  to  the  middle  of  Auguft,  which  in 
Ireland  is  as  early  as  the  barveft  ufually  begins.  They  confided  of  all  forts  of  military  exercifes, 
horfe  and  foot  races,  wreliling,  and  other  fuch  contefts  of  ftrength  and  art.  They  were  holden  at 
Tailfov,  in  Meath,  and  were  ellablilbed  by  one  of  their  favorite  monarchs,  Lugha  Lam  Fada:  and  the 
firfi  of  Auguft  is  to  this  day  called  in  Irifh  La'h  Liigh  Nafa,  which  means  a day  devoted  to  the 
memory  of  Lugha.  See  Keating  Reign  of  Lugha  and  Ogyg,  3 pt.  c.  13. 

J Hence  the  old  Iriffi  faying,  tliat  Ireland  was  thrice  under  the  ploughjhare,  thrice  it  was  wood, 
and  thrice  it  zcas  bare.  The  hiftorical  relations  of  the  former  population,  cultivation  and  natural 
opulence  of  this  ifland,  need  no  other  proof  than  the  various  difcoveries  of  their  ancient  relicks, 
which  damp  them  with  an  authenticity,  that  baffles  all  fcepticifm,  ignorance  or  malice.  Many 
unfatisfaftory  conjc6tures  have  been  made  of  the  original  caufes  and  formation  of  bogs  in  Ireland  j 
every  hypothefis  which  goes  to  account  for  them  from  the  conflux  of  rain,  river,  and  fpring  waters 
rotting  and  rendering  the  furface  of  the  foil  fpungy,  or  from  the  negled  of  cultivation,  or  any  other 
gradual  caufe,  I'eems  untenable,  if  we  credit  the  daily  difcoveries  made  under  the  boggy  fubftance,  of 
every  fpecies  of  trees,  always  lying  in  the  fame  direftion  (from  weft  to  eaft)  hazle  trees  in 
full  bearing,  the  furrowed  rcli6ts  of  tillage,  culinary  utenfils  ftill  filled  with  undtuous  fubftance,  all 
forts  both  of  military  and  civil  implements  ufeful  and  ornamental,  of  maflTy  gold,  filver,  brafs  and 
compofttion,  all  of  equal  and  great  antiquity:  all  which  circumftances  befpeak  fome  fudden  convul- 
fion  of  nature,  and  that  in  the  dimmer  feafon,  which  overwhelmed  the  country  and  at  once 
encrufted  the  then  cultivated  furface,  with  all  tliat  was  upon  it,  with  this  fpungy  fubftance, 
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Tlie  obfcuiity  of  the  firft  period  of  the  Hiftory  of  Pagan  Ireland  was  put  an 
end  to  by  letting  in  the  light  of  the  Gofpel:  for  M’ith  the  introdudtion  of 
Chriftianity  a new  fet  of  hiftorians  or  annalills  fprung  up,  new  repofitories 
of  learning  n^ere  ehablitlied,  foreign  con nediions  were  much  extended,  and  the 
learned  languages  Arere  brought  into  ufe.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the 
Chriftian  fpirit  of  candor  and  truth  has  fo  little  influenced  mod  modern 
hiftorians  of  Chriftian  Ireland.  Suffice  it  to  date,  what  is  indeed  afterted  by 
all  ancient  authors  and  admitted  by  the  mod  refpe6lable  modern  writers,  that 
St.  Patrick  was  fent  *by  Celeftine  Bilhop  of  Rome  to  preach  the  Gofpel  to  the 
Irifli,  together  with  twenty  affiftants  eminent  for  their  virtue  and  learning,  y 

tlie  careful  removal  of  which  at  this  day,  demonflrates  a former  date  of  cultivation  and 
opulence.  Tlie  filence  of  all  hidorians  upon  fuch  a fudden  calamity  or  vifitation  of  God 
upon  the  land,  is  certainly  a llrong  prefumption  againlt  this  hypothefis.  And  that  Ireland 
formerly  fuperabounded  (as  it  certainly  dill  does,  if  properly  exploded  and  worked)  with 
gold,  filver,  lead,  tin,  copper,  coals  and  other  minerals,  is  inconteftable  from  the  difeoveries 
of  half-worked  mines,  and  the  folidity  of  implements  of  gold  and  diver  condantly  difeovered ; 
the  laws  for  the  annual  or  occadonal  payment  of  given  quantities  of  gold  and  diver  j the 
concurrence  of  all  ancient  hiftorians  and  conftant  recent  appearances,  infomuch  that  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  in  1796,  voted  lOOOl.  to  be  applied  towards  making  an  experiment 
for  working  a gold  mine  in  the  mountains  of  Wicklow.  36  Geo.  III.  c l.  f.  xxxi  : Many 
pounds  of  pure  gold  having  been  wallied  down  from  thefe  mountains  about  that  time. 

* Whetlier  or  no  it  pleafed  the  Almighty  to  condrm  the  preaching  of  this  apoftle  of  the 
Irith  by  all  or  any  of  the  dgns  and  prodigies,  which  are  recorded  in  the  early  hiftory 
his  milTion  is  irrelevant  to  the  fcope  of  this  hiftory  to  examine.  But  it  is  material  to  know, 
that  the  faith  which  was  preached  by  St.  Patrick  to,  and  received  by  the  Irilli,  rvas,  that 
which  is  now  denominated  the  Roman  Catholic  Faith.  It  could  in  fadt  have  been  no  other. 
For  St.  Patrick  received  his  Chriftian  Education,  as  well  as  his  Surname  Fatricius  at  Rome: 
nor  is  it  to  be  prefumed  that  Pope  Celeftine  fent  St.  Patrick  to  preach  other  dodirines, 
than  what  he  himfelf  maintained ; and  what  thefe  were  may  be  eafily  colledted,  not  only  from 
the  writings  of_St.  Patrick  and  fome  of  his  co-apoftles  in  that  country,  but  from  thofe  of 
his  cotemporaries,  Sts.  Hierome,  Ambroie,  Auguftine,  &c.  &c.  After  the  introdudtion  of 
Chriftianity  and  the  eftablifliment  of  a regular  Hierarchy  throughout  the  ifland,  the  communication 
of  Ireland  with  Rome  became,  by  the  intervening  diftradions  of  the  continent,  lefs  freqirent 
than  it  had  been.  In  about  two  centuries  after  the  eftablifhments  made  by  St.  Patrick, 
there  broke  out  a fort  of  fchifm  between  the  Church  of  Ireland  and  the  Church  of  Rome,' 
not  indeed  upon  any  dogmatical  points  of  faith  or  religion,  but  upon  the  mere  point  of 
Ecclefiaftical  Difeipline,  as  to  the  mode  of  computing  the  time  for  celebrating  Eafter.  After  fome 
contention  the  Irifti  Church  fubmltted  to  the  Roman  Ordinance.  The  native  Irifh  boaft  that 
nev'er  fince  this  difference  has  the  Irifti  Hierardiy  been  interrupted, 

t Dr.  Warner  admits  that  he  tcent  to  Rotne  to  be  confecrated  for  his  mijfion.  Hift.  273.  St. 
Patrick  flouriflied  in  the  5lh  century,  and  was  cotemporary  with  St.  Auguftin,  St.  Ambrofe,  &c. 
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Under  the  Idefling  of  God,  St.  Patrick  and  liis  coadjutors  applied  themfelves 
with  the  utinoft  alliduity  to  the  work  of  their  inilfion;  and  their  fuccefs- 
exceeded  all  human  expeclations.  In  no  land  did  the  Gofpel  make  fuch 
rapid  progrefs;  in  none  was  it  fo  flightly  oppofed  at  it’s  firft  introdudtion. 
The  people,  fays  an  hillorian,  received  the  do6trines  of  Chriflianity  with 
a fpiritual  Ibrt  of  violence.  Thofe,  therefore,  who  difeover  the  hereditary 
traces  of  a national  fpirit  under  the  various  modifications,  which  time 
produces,  will  not  wonder,  that  what  the  nation  fo  received,  it  fiiould  adhere 
to  M'ith  a violent  fort  of  tenacity : and  it  is  certainly  a political  axiom,  that 
tendernefs  and  even  reverence  are  to  be  paid  to  the  confeientious  convictions 
of  a people,  be  they  -what  they  may. 

AVdicther  the  facility,  with  which  the  firft  Chriftian  miffionaries  propagated’ 
their  divine  doCtrines,  were  in  any  manner  owing  to  the  fuperior  ftate 
of  letters  and  other  civil  cultivation  in  Ireland,  is  now  difficult  to  determine. 
It  has  indeed  been  faid,  that  Chriftianity  ever  met  with  the  leaft  oppofition 
from  the  moft  learned  and  civilized  nations.  But  how  does  this  accord  with 
the  perfecutions  from  heathen  Rome?  Certain  it  is,  that  Chriftianity  was 
introduced  into  Ireland  with  lefs  change  or  violence  to  the  civil  inftitutions 
of  the  country,  than  in  any  inftance  recorded  in  hiftory;  and  it  is  truly 
fmgular,  that  within  the  Ihort  fpace  of  five  years  after  St.  Patrick  had  opened 
his  million,  he  Avas  fummoned  to  frt  and  affift  in  the  convention  or  parliament 
of  Tarah.  He  Avas  appointed  one  of  the  famous  Committee  of  Nine,  to 
Avhom  Avas  intrufted  the  reform  of  the  ancient  Civil  Hiftory  of  the  Nation,  fo 
as  to  render  it  inftruClive  to  pofterity.  Literary  eftablilhments  had  fubfifted 
in  Ireland  from  the  moft  remote  antiquity:  and  if  has  been  before  remarked, 
that  talent  and  fcience  had  ever  been  in  the  highell  eftimation  Avith  the  Irilli 
nation:  it  may  not  then  be  unfair  to  conclude,  (barring  any  extraordinary 
interpofition  of  the  Deity)  that  had  not  thefe  mifiionaries  particularly  exerted 
themfelves  in  their  attentions  to  erudition,  their  profelytes  Avould  have  been 
lei’s  numerous,  lefs  tradable  and  docile  than  they  Avere.  Chriftian  fchools  and 
feminaries  Avere  ellablifiied  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of  the  Druids:  and  as 
Paganifm  declined,  they  multiplied  and  flourifiied;  infomuch  that  from  the 
5th  to  the  latter  end  of  the  Qth  century  the  Irilh  nation  Avas  preeminently 
diftinguilhed  above  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  as  the  fiift  feat  of  literature  and 
fcience.  When  Ave  confider,  that  fince  Ireland  has  become  conneded  Avith,  or 
rather  fubjeded.to  England,  it  has  ceafed  to  perform  the  part  of  a nation  on 
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the  political  theatre  of  the  univerfe,  we  bring  our  minds  with  difficulty 
to  believe  the  accounts  of  her  leading  eminence  on  that  very  theatre  before 
Tuch  conne6liou  or  fubjectioii  took  place.  However,  natives,  foreigners, 
friends  and  enemies,  all  in  perfedt  unifon,  e\tol  the  pr^eexcellence  of  that 
learning  of  the  Irilh  clergy,  which  attrafted  the  youth  of  the  moil:  refpeFtable 
families  of  every  nation  in  Europe,  to  their  feminaries  for  education. 
Venerable  Bede,  not  only  confirms  this  as  to  his  own  countrymen,  the  Anglo- 
Saxons,  but  records  an  inftance  of  national  generolity  and  hofpitality  in  the 
Irifli,  which  ftands  fmgle  and  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  mankind. 
Such  of  our  anceftors,  as  went  over  to  Ireland  either  for  education,  improve- 
ment or  for  an  opportunity  of  living  up  to  the  ftrifteft  afcetic  difeipHne,  were 
maintained,  taught,  and  furniffied  with  books  without  fee  or  reward.*  In 
Ireland  did  our  great  Alfred  receive  his  education.  Bede  informs  us  that  the 
Anglo-Saxon  King  Ofwald  applied  to  Ireland  for  learned  men  to  teach  his 
people  the  principles  of  Chriftianity.  And  a foreign  writer  j-  under  the  French 
monarch  Charles  the  Bald,  fays;  “ why  ffiould  I mention  Ireland?  Ahnoft 
“ the  whole  nation  defpifmg  the  dangers  of  the  fea  refort  to  our  coalls  Avith  a 
“ numerous  train  of  philofophers.  ” In  the  7th  century  the  Emperor 
Charlemagne  jiaid  a juft  tribute  to  the  celebrity  of  the  Irilh  monarchy, ^ by 
honouring  their  fovereign  with  his  alliance  and  friendlhip,  .j:  This  ftate  of 

* " A moll  honorable  telliinony,”  fays  Lord  Littleton,  “ not  only  to  the  learning,  but  alfo 
“ to  the  hofpitality  and  bounty  of  that  nation.”  It  would  be  unjult  not  to  notice  that  innate 
Ipirit  of  hofpitality,  which  diltinguilhes  the  Irilh  nation  from  all  others.  For  even  to  this 
day  amongll  the  poor  natives,  lb  univerfally  does  this  fyllem  of  hofpitality  prevail,  that  a 
traveller  enters  the  cabin  he  arrives  at,  and  fits  down  witli  as  much  eafe  and  confidence  as 
he  would  at  home;  and  is  fure  of  a cordial  welcome  to  a participation  of  whatever  it  aH'ords. 
There  was  an  old  Brehon  law  againll  fepts  fuddenly  breaking  up  their  ellablilhments,  and 
emigrating  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  left  the  ftranger  and  traveller  might  be  difappointed  of  that 
reception  and  entertainment,  which  the  law  prefumed  them  entitled  to  by  a claim  of  focial  nature. 
It  is  the  cuftom  to  this  day  with  the  native  Irifli  peafants,  to  unlatch  and  open  the  door 
of  their  cabins  whenever  they  lit  down  to  what  they  call  a meal.  This  amiable  and  magnificent 
principle  of  hofpitality  is  more  difcernable  in  the  frank  participation  of  the  homely  fare  of 
the  cabin,  than  in  the  oftentatious  difplay  of  refined  luxury,  which,  in  the  higher  orders, 
has  taken  place  of  that  genuine  principle  of  benevolence.  Leland  obferves,  the  Chriftian 
clergy  were  particularly  careful  to  inculcate  this  value  of  hofpitality.  Prelim.  Dif.  xxxi. 

f Henrick  of  St.  Germain. 

J A monument  of  which  was  preferved  in  tapeftry  in  the  late  palace  of  Verfailles,  in  which  the- 
King  of  Ireland  with  his  harp  was  in  the  row  of  princes  in  amity  with  that  emperor. 
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preeminence  which  Ireland  fo  long  enjoyed*  amidft  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
/liews  to  what  a degree  of  conlequence  Ihe  is  capable  of  rifmg,  when  her 
native  energies  and  powers  are  not  eroded  by  internal  divifions,  or  damped  by 
foreign  power,  oppredion,  and  intrigue.  What  but  union  with  Great 
Britain  could  fo  effedlually  withdraw  the  checks  and  obftacles  too  long 
thrown  in  the  way  of  Iridi  greatnefs,  and  effectually  ftimulate  that  people 
to  emulate  their  priftine  glory? 

Ere  I conclude  this  chapter,  hiftorical  juftice  demands  the  refutation  of  a 
charge  generally  preferred  againft  the  Irilh,  of  lawlefs  intradability.  1 witli  the 
imputation  originally  lay  as  much  in  ignorance,  as  in  malevolence.  In  no 
nation  of  the  earth,  but  Ireland,  have  we  witnefl'ed  that  the  arts  and  fciences 
have  flourhhed  amidfl  the  horrors  and  devaftations  of  war.  This  was  owing 
to  the  reverence  and  efteem,  in  which  the  Irifli  ever  held  the  profeffors  of  the 
polite  arts  and  fciences,  and  the  minifters  of  religion.  In  like  manner  did 
they  revere  and  hold  as  facred  the  adminiRration  of  juftice.  Even  a conftant 
inteftine  war  of  400  years,  nouriflied  and  kept  alive  by  different  Engliflr 
deputies,  could  not  erafe  thofe  exalted  principles.  Finglafs,  chief  baron  of 
the  exchequer  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  fays,  “ that  the  Englifli  ftatutes 
“ paffed  in  Ireland  are  not  obferved  8 days  after  paffing  them,  Avhereas  thofe 
“ laws  and  ftatutes  made  by  the  Irifti  on  their  hills,  they  keep  firm  and  ftable 
“ vdthout  breaking  them  for  any  favor  or  reward.”  Sir  John  Davies,  who 
had  ftill  better  opportunity  of  knowing  the  Irifli  (as  being  the  firft  Englifli 
juftice,  that  ventured  on  circuits  out  of  the  pale,  affures  us,  “ that  there  is  no 
“ nation  .under  the  fun,  that  love  equal  and  indifferent  juftice  better  than  the 
“ Irilh;  or  ivill  reft  better  fatisfied  with  the  execution  thereof,  although  it  be 

* There  happened  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1418,  a very  notable  tranfa£tion,  which  proved  the 
high  ellimation  in  which  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  then  was,  and  ever  had  been,  holden  by  the  learned 
of  Europe.  At  the  council  of  Conftance  the  embafladors  from  England  were  refufed  the  rank  and 
precedency,  which  they  claimed  over  fome  others ; they  were  not  even  allowed  to  rank  or  take  any 
place  as  tlie  cmbatTadors  of  a nation  ; the  advocates  for  France  infifted,  that  the  Englifli  having  been 
conquered  by  the  Romans,  and  again  fubdued  by  the  Saxons,  who  were  tributaries  to  the  German 
empire,  and  never  gov  erned  by  native  fovereigns,  they  fliould  take  place  as  a branch  only  of  the 
German  empire,  and  not  as  a free  nation  ; for  added  they,  “ it  is  evident  from  Albertus  Magnus, 
“ and  Bartholomew  Glanville,  tliat  the  world  is  divided  into  tlie  three  parts,  Europe,  Afia,  and 
“ Africa  (America  had  not  then  been  difeovered) : Europe  was  divided  into  four  empires,  the 
“ Roman,  the  Conflantinopolitan,  the  Irilh,  and  the  Spanilli.”  The  Englifli  advocates  admitting 
the  force  of  thefe  allegations,  claimed  tlieir  precedency  and  rank  from  Henry’s  being  Monarch  of 
Ireland  only,  and  it  was  accordingly  granted.  O’Hal.  1.  v.  Gs. 
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“ againR  themfelves.”  This  muft;  be  conliderecl  as  the  teftimony  of  an  enemy, 
written  at  the  conclufion  of  a moft  bloody  war  for  15  years,  and  therefore 
more  pointedly  clears  the  Irifli  of  this  unfounded  accufation.  The  additional 
teftimony  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  whofe  candor  did  not  on  all  occafions  keep 
pace  with  his  learning,  fliall  clofe  this  chapter:  * “ For  1 have  been  informed 
“ by  many  of  them,  that  have  had  judicial  places  there,  and  partly  of  mine 
“ own  knowledge,  that  there  is  no  nation  of  the  Chriftian  world,  that  are 
“ greater  lovers  of  juftice  than  they  are,  which  virtue  muft  of  necelfity  be 
“ accompanied  by  many  others.” 


* 4 Inft.  S4g. 
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PART  L 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  THE  IRISH  FROM  THE  INVASION 
UNDER  HENRY  PLANTAGENET  TO  THE  REFOR- 
MATION OF  RELIGION  UNDER  HENRY  VIIL 

The  objeft  of  the  preceding*  chapter  was  to  reprefent  the  hate  of  Ireland, 
and  the  native  powers,  difpofition,  and  charadler  of  tlie  Irifh,  independently 
of  any  connedlion  with  England.  We  have  feen  the  Irifli  to  be  a people 
endowed  with  great  powers  both  of  mind  and  body,  of  quick  fenfibility 
and  impetuous  retort,  lovers  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  enthufiaftic 
encouragers  of  talent,  devotees  to  religion  and  its  minifters,  warlike,  brave 
and  prodigal  of  life,  inflated  with  the  pride  of  anceftry,  and  violently  led 
away  with  thofe  national  prepoffeflions,  which,  whilfl:  they  operate  felf-love 
and  efteem  (by  fome  called  pati'iotifm)  on  one  hand,  feldom  fail  of  producing 
contempt  or  hatred  of  foreign  nations  the  other.  In  a word,  we  have 
feen  them  a people  fuper-eminently  gifted  by  nature  with  all  thofe  adlive 
principles  of  public  virtue,  which,  when  properly  diredled,  enfure  the  at- 
tainment of  national  happinefs,  profperity,  and  confequence.  But  it  has  ever 
been  the  bane  of  Ireland  to  be  diftradted  with  internal  difcord.  This  part 
comprifes  a period  of  nearly  400  years ; and  it  demands  our  peculiar  atten- 
tion, inafmuch  as  it  Avas  a long  teft  of  the  mutual  difpofition  and  relative 
condudt  of  the  two  nations  of  England  and  Ireland  to  each  other,  Avhilft  both 
profefsed  the  fame  religion.  It  is  the  more  necelfary  to  be  clofely  attentive 
to  this  circumftance,  by  how  much  Ireland,  in  latter  days,  has  fuflfered  on 
the  fcore,  under  the  pretext  or,  by  the  abufe  of  religion.  No  convidlions, 
no  prepofleflions  on  any  fide  can  be  fo  violent,  as  to  preclude  the  moft 
poignant  grief,  that  the  facred  caufe  of  religion  fliould  have  been  fo  often, 
perv'erted  to  ends  diametrically  oppofite  to  its  benign  inftitutions. 
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The  latter  part  of  the  Irifli  hiftory,  immediately  preceding  the  invafion 
of  that  kingdom  by  the  Englilli,  prefents  to  us  a continued  fcene  of  inteftine 
dilfention,  turbulence,  and  faftion.  About  the  year  of  our  Lord  11 66, 
Roderic  O’Connor,  who  was  of  the  houfe  of  Heremon,  and  therefore  of 
undoubted  Milejian  flock,  was  raifed  to  the  monarchy,  and  generally  fub- 
mitted  to  by  the  whole  kingdom.  His  profpe6l  of  a happy  and  peaceful 
reign  was  foon  clouded  by  the  revolt  of  feveral  of  the  petty  kings  or 
princes,  who  had  fworn  allegiance  to  him.  Scarcely  had  he  reduced  them 
to  obedience,  when  he  was  called  upon  by  O’Rourke,  king,  of  Breffny,  to 
affift  him  in  avenging  himfelf  of  Dermod,  king  of  Leinfler,*  by  whom  he 
had  been  grofsly  injured.  Whilft  O’Rourke  was  abfent  on  a pilgrimage 
(a  fafhionable  devotion  in  thofe  days),  his  wife,  who  had  long  conceived  a 
criminal  paffion  for  the  king  of  Leinfler,  confented  to  elope,  and  lived  with 
him  in  public  adultery.*  O’Rourke  fucceeded  in  roufing  the  monarch  to 
avenge  his  caufe,  and  immediately  led  a powerful  force  to  his  affiflance. 
The  whole  kingdom  took  fire  at  the  perfidy  and  iniquity  of  Dermod,  who 
looked  in  vain  for  fupport  from  his  own  fubje6ls.  He  was  hated  for  his 
tyranny,  and  the  chieftains  of  Leinfler  not  only  refufed  to  enlifl  under 
his  banner  in  fo  iniquitous  a caufe,  but  openly  renounced  their  allegiance, 
Dermod  thus  deferted  by  his  fubje6ls  was  enflamed  with  rage  at  the  dif- 
appointment,  and  refolved  to  facrifice  his  all  to  perfonal  revenge.  Unable 
to  weather  the  florm  that  was  gathering,  he  took  fhipping,  fecretly,  and 
repaired  to  Henry  11.  who  was  then  in  France,  for  protedlion  and  revenge. 

It  would-be  foreign  from  my  purpofe  to  notice  the  various  accounts  of 
different  annalifls,  as  to  the  precife  date  of  the  elopement  of  O’Rourke’s 
wife;  the  flight  of  Dermod  to  Henry  the  Second;  the  firfl  views  and 
intentions  of  our  monarch  in  invading  Ireland ; or  thofe  curious  dona- 
tions or  crufading  grants  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  from  Adrian  IV.  and^ 
Alexander  the  Third  'f'  to  the  Englifli  monarch ; fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  few 
or  no  misfortunes  have  befallen  that  country,  from  this  period,  whereof  on 

* Abftraftedly  from  the  breach  of  morality,  the  Irifli  annexed  the  higheft  importance  to  con-  - 
-jugal  infidelity  j for  as  purity  of  blood  was  one  of  the  fundamentals  of  their  conftitution,  accord- 
ingly the  offering  violence  to  a woman,  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  their  great  and  wife  monarch  011am  > 
Fodlah,  was  made  pimilhable  with  deatli,  and  out  of  the  power  of  the  monarch  to  pardon, 

+ Vide  Appendix,  No.  I. 
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fome  fide  or  other  the  abufe  of  religion  has  not  aggravated  the  calamity. 
The  year  of  Chrift  1152  is  the  epoch  at  which  all  our  writers,  from  Arch- 
bifliop  Uflier  down  to  Dr.  Leland,  fix  the  full  and  unequivocal  fubmiffion 
of  the  Irifli  Church  to  the  See  of  Rome.*  Ufher  has  laboured  to  prove  a 
difference  in  the  Irifli  Church  from  the  Church  of  Rome,  before  this  period, 
in  dodtrine,  difcipline,  and  communion ; yet  he  and  all  other  writers  admit 
that  from  the  affembly  at  Kells  (fome  fay  Drogheda),  at  this  period,  where 
there  were  3000  of  the  clergy  convened,  as  an  unequivocal  mark  of  their 
entire  union  and  communion,  in  all  things,  with  the  See  of  Rome,  the  four 
archbifliops  of  Armagh,  Dublin,  Cafliel,  and  Tuam,  received  the  pall  from 
Cardinal  Paparon,  who  was  admitted  into  Ireland  with  a legatine  com- 
miffion ; and  from  thenceforth  the  Irifli  prelates  formally  fubmitted  to,  and 
recognifed  the  fpiritual  fupremacy  of  the  bifliop  of  Rome. 

Imagination  can  fcarcely  invent  a pretext  for  the  bifliop  of  Rome’s  ex- 
ceeding the  line  of  his  fpiritual  power,  by  the  formal  affumption  of  temporal 
authority  over  independent  Rates.  Such  adls  of  power  have,  however,  been 
moft  unwarrantably  exercifed  by  the  Roman  pontiffs,  and  mofl  unaccountably 
fubmitted  to  by  temporal  fovereigns.  Adrian  IV.  was  an  Englifliman,  and 
therefore  the  more  blameable  in  proftituting  the  fpiritual  fupremacy  to  the 
• wicked  purpofe  of  forwarding  the  ambition  of  his  own  fovereign.  The  Irifli 


* Dr.  Leland  fays,  p.  7.  T/ius  was  the  correfpondence  opened  with  the  Church  of  Ireland,  and 
the  pre-eminence  of  Rome  formally  acknowledged.  From  the  unaccountable  and  perhaps -unjuf- 
tifiable  purport  of  this  bull,  breve,  or  letter  of  Adrian,  by  which  he  gave  Ireland  to  Henry  the 
Second,  fome  Catholic  writers  have  conceived  it  impoffible  that  it  ftiould  have  really  iffued  from 
the  Vatican.  Father  Alford,  an  Englilh  jefuit,  ftrongly  denied  its  autlienticity  (Bow.  Hift.  of 
Popes,  6 vol.  108);'  and  Abbe  Glieoghegan  moft  ftrenuoufly  labours  to  prove  it  a forgery,  from 
a variety  of  reafons,  which  he  works  up  into  a diflertation  upon  the  fubjeft.  One  of  the  chief 
grounds  of  his  aflertioh  is  the  profligate  charafter  of  Henry,  which  rendered  him  unfit  for  an 
apoftle.  He  contends  that  the  pope  was  mifinformed  as  to  the  ftate  and  cultivation  of  religion  in 
Ireland : and  he  alfo  combats  his  holinefs’  affumption  of  a right  to  difpofe  of  all  iflands  that  ever 
had  received  the  light  of  Chriftian  faith  ; and  concludes  that  it  was  a forgery  from  its  not  having 
been  publifhed  till  the  year  1171,  notwithftanding  it  bears  date  in  December  1134.  (Vide  Geog. 
Hiji.  \ vol.  438  to  AQ2.)  The  pontificate  of  Adrian  lafted  only  about  five  years,  viz.  from 
the  3d  of  December,  1 154,  to  the  4th .of  September,  1159.  The  abbe  alfo  draws  another  reafon 
in  fupport  bf  his  favourite  thefis  from  its  appearance  in  Baronins  without  a date.  But,  aifuredly, 
an  author  of  Baronius’s  credit  and  refpeftability,  polfelling  the  readieft  means  of  afeertaining  the 
truth,  never  will  be  fufpefted  of  having  publilhed  a forgery  as  an  authentic  act  of  the  fovereign 
pontiff. 
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nation,  however,  drew  the  true  line  of  demarcation  between  the  fpiritual 
and  temporal  power,  by  refilling  this  mock  donation  of  the  kingdom  to  a 
foreigner ; a diliinftion  which  the  nation  has  generally  made,  but  which 
before  the  acceflion  of  his  prefent  majefty  it  had  not  been  allowed  to  give 
earneft  of  upon  oath.  If  any  thing  can  llrongly  paint  the  abufive  pro- 
fanation of  religion,  it  certainly  is  Henry’s  attempt  to  glofs  over  M'ith  the 
fan6lified  varnilli  of  fpiritual  fan6tion  the  infamous  fuppbrt  of  an  adulterous 
tyrant,  and -the  more  iniquitous  efforts  of  his  own  ambition  and  ufurpation. 
Polfibly  King  Henry  may  have  relied  more  upon  the  devotion  of  the  Irilli 
to  the  Roman  mandate  than  upon  the  povrer  of  his  arms.  In  the  firft, 
he  was  difappointed ; and  he  would  have  failed  in  the  latter,  had  Ireland 
been  united  in  itfelf. 

Dermod  made  a moft:  humiliating  addrefs  and  a canting  reprefentation  of 
his  fulferings  to  Henry,  whom  he  found  in  Acquitane ; promifing,  that  if 
through  his  powerful  interpofition  he  lliould  recover  his  loft  dominions,  he 
would  hold  them  in  vaffalage  of  Henry  and  his  fucceftbrs  for  ever.  This  fell 
in  with  the  ambitious  views  of  our  monarch  ; but  his  affairs  being  then  too 
much  embarraffed  to  allow  him  to  undertake  any  enterprize  in  perfon  in 
favour  of  the  guilty  fugitive,  he  encouraged  Dermod  by  promifes  of  vigorous 
fupport,  and  gave  him  in  the  mean  time  letters  of  credit  and  fervice  to  fuch 
of  his  fubje<5fs  as  fhould  be  ready  and  Avilling  to  affift  him  in  the  recovery 
of  his  dominions.  With  thefe  recommendations  and  credentials,  Uermoef 
repaired  to  Briftol ; which  in  thofe  days  was  the  chief  port  of  communication 
with  Ireland.  Here  he  engaged  with  Richard  Earl  of  Pembroke,  furnamed 
Strongbozv,  to  give  him  his  daughter  in  marriage,  and  fettle  his  kingdom 
upon  him,  in  cafe,  by  his  aftiftance,  he  fliould  regain  poffeftion  of  it.  lo 
Robert  Fitz-Stephens  and  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  he  promifed  the  city  of 
Wexford  and  the  adjacent  country,  on  the  like  condition  of  fuccefs.  The 
fpirft  of  adventure,  backed  by  the  encouragement  of  the  king  (who  intended 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fucceffes  of  thefe  adventurers  to  acquire  a permanent 
footing  in  Ireland),  induced  Strongbow  and  his  co-adventurers  to  prepare 
a refpeblable  force  for  fupporting  the  efforts  of  Dermod  to  regain  poffeftion 
of  that  territory,  out  of  which  they  were  to  reap  fo  luxuriant  a harveft. 
Dermod,  in  the  mean  while,  went  over  in  difguife  and  fpent  the  winter 
in  the  monaftery  at  Ferns,  which  he  had  founded  ; there  he  bufied  himfelf 
in  preparations  for  the  intended  invafion  and  waited  the  return  of  the  fpring, 
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^•hen  the  proniifed  fuccours  were  to  be  ient  out  from  England.  Tliey  did 
arrive  ; and,  by  a inoft  unexpefted  turn  of  fortune,  Dermod  was  reinftatedin 
his  ancient  rights.  Various  are  the  Ratements  of  the  Britidi  forces  landed  in 
Ireland  on  this  expedition.  None  extend  them  beyond  3000,  including 
the  friends  and  adherents  of  Dermod  who  joined  them  after  their  landing. 
It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  prince,  notwithftanding  his  tyranny  and 
flagitious  condudl  rendered  him  odious  to  the  Ready  and  thinking  part  of 
his  fubjedts,  yet  being  of  a comely  and  robuR  Rature,  of  athletic  powers  and 
boiRerous  intrepidit}'-,  he  was  much  favoured  by  the  lower  clafles,  by  which 
Rich  perfonal  accomplifliments  are  highly  prized  : thefe  perfons  he  "was 
anxioufly  careful  to  flatter,  favour,  and  protedl.  His  ambition  alfo  prompted 
him  to  fecure  the  favor  and  countenance  of  the  clergy  (under  whole  guidance 
he  confidered  the  lower  order  of  the  people  conRantly  to  move),  by  bounties, 
largefles,  and  foundations,  which  he  fubRituted  for  thofe  ads  of  benevolence 
and  virtue,  that  ought  alone  to  have  ingratiated  him  with  this  feled  order. 
Thefe  were  the  InRruments  upon  which  he  reRed  his  ambition,  and  ulti- 
mately they  did  not  fail  him.  It  is  painful  to  read  the  inRances  of  in- 
humanity by  which  the  Englifli  adventurers  violated  their  treaties,  and 
defiled  their  vidories  by  the  maflacre  of  their  prifoners.  The  perfonal 
prefence  of  Henry  II.  and  the  feveral  aggreflions  of  Stronghow  with  frefli 
reinforcements  under  Henry’s  reign,  all  ended  in  making  fome  colonial 
lodgments  on  the  fea  coaR,  and  inftilling  into  the  natives  a dread  of  the 
Englifli  arms  and  difcipllne,  and  a hatred  of  their  name  and  race.  So  fays 
Sir  John  Davies; — “ he  (Henry)  departed  out  of  Ireland  without  ftriking 
“ one  blow,  or  building  one  caftle,  or  planting  one  garrifon  among  the 
“ Irifli ; neither  left  he  behind  him  one  true  fubjed  more  than  thofe  that 
“ he  found  there  at  his  firft  coming  over,  which  were  only  the  Englifli 
“ adventurers  fpoken  of  before,  who  had  gained  the  port  towns  of  LeinRer 
“ and  MounRer,  and  poRelfed  fome  Tcopes  of  land  thereunto  adjoining, 
“ partly  with  Strongbow's  affurance  with  the  land  of  LeinRer,  and  partly  by 
“ plain  invafion  and  conqueft.  And  this  is  that  conqueR  of  King  Henry  II. 
“ fo  much  fpoken  of  by  fo  many  writers,  which  though  it  were  in  no  other 
“ manner  than  is  before  exprefled,  yet  is  the  entire  conqueR  of  all  Ireland 
“ attributed  to  him.” 

It  is  ulual  with  moR  of  our  writers  to  reprefent  the  force  which  thefe 
adventurers  landed,  in  fuch  formidable  colors,  as  if  nothing  in  Ireland 

could 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


JO 

could  withltand  it ; but  every  day’s  experience  teaches  us  the  incalculable 
advantages  of  difcipline  over  numbers,  ftrength,  and  valor.  The  Irifli  nation, 
cannot  be  faid  to  have  oppofed  this  invafion ; fome  Irifh  families,  indeed, 
did  oppofe  it;  and  becaufe  they  oppofed  it  Teparately,  they  were  feparately 
defeated.  After  the  fiege  of  Dublin,  Roderic  O’Connor  had  difbanded 
his  army,  when  O’Rourke,  with  his  own  clan  of  Breffny,  made  a vigorous 
afl’ault  upon  the^  town ; the  fpirit  of  Avhich,  fays  Leland,*  proved  that  the 
forces  of  one  Irifh  chieftain,  united  and  obedient,  were  really  more  for- 
midable than  much  more  confiderable  numbers  colle6ted  from  different 
provinces,  without  mutual  harmony  or  fubordination.  It  is  admitted  on 
all  hands,  that  feveral  chiefs  fent  over  deputies  to  invite  Henry  to  Ireland: 
the  men  of  W^exford,  O’Bryan  of  Thomond,  and  all  the  inferior  chiefs  of 
Munfler,  vied  with  each  other  in  the  alacrity  of  their  fubmiffion. 

This  £era  o£  the  Irifli  hiftory  exhibits  The  fmgular  phaenomenon  of  the 
Irifh  in  the  very  meridian  of  papal  afcendancy  in  their  country,  which  had 
been  fo  firmly  and  fo  recently  rivetted  at  the  convocation  of  Kells,  pub- 
lickly  difregarding  a bull  from  the  Holy  See,  and  fighting,  againfl  the  in- 
vader, who  came  armed  with  the  plenitude  of  the  high  pontifical  authority; 
Although,  however,  the  Iridi  clergy  of  that  day  were  too  wife,  and  too  honeft, 
to  permit  their  flocks  to  fubmit  to  this  flretch  of  temporal  power  in  the 
fupreme  bifhop,  by  receiving  him  (the  invader)  honorably,  and  reverencing 
him  as  their  Lord;  yet  if  we. may  be  allowed  at  this  diftant  period  to  com- 
bine fads  and  narratives,  the  confequence  will  be  a fair  fuggeflion,  that  this 
papal  bull  produced  a certain  effed  upon  the  clergy,  which  rendered  them 
lefs  adverfe  to  the  pretenfions  of  the  Norman  invader,  than  they  other  wife 
would  have  been ; for  at  the  very  critical  -moment  when  the  preparations 
and  plans  of  Roderic  feemed  to  enfure  the  total  fubjugation  of  the  kingdom 
of  Leinfler,  and  the  confequent  difcomfiture  of  the  invading  ally  of  Dermod, 
then  the  clergy,  in  a body,  waited  on  Roderic ; and,  proftrating  them- 
felves  before  him,  befought  him  to  have  pity  on  the  country,  and  flop 
the  further  effufion  of  Chriflian  blood.  Through  their  interceffion  he  com- 
, menced  a truce,  and  at  length  granted  peace  to  the  king  of  Leinfler  on 
. very  advantageous  terms  : for  by  it  the  latter  was  reinflated  in  his  dominions 
in  as,  ample  a manner  as  they  had  been  enjoyed  by  any  of  his  predeceffors; 
,he  engaging  to  difmifs  his  foreigners  and  pay  to  O’Rourke  100  ounces  of 

* Vol.  I.  p.  65. 
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gold  for  the  injury  he  had  received  ; and  for  the  faithful  performanee  of 
thefe  conditions,  he  put  into  the  monarch’s  hands  his  natural  fon  and  fix 
of  the  principal  of  his  nobility. 

Without  attempting  a detail,  much  lefs  a difquifition  into  the  nature, 
dates,  motives  or  caufes  of  the  ditferent  events  Avhich  enfued  during  the 
reign  of  Henry,  upon  which  the  Irilh  annalifts  are  much  at  variance,  it  will 
fuffice  to  notice  generally,  tlrat  the  princes  of  Munfter  were  the  firft  who 
fet  the  example  of  fubmiffion  to  their  countrymen.  The  king  of  South 
Munfter  did  homage  there  to  Henry  for  his  country ; and  the  king  of  North 
Munfter  did  the  fame,  foon  after,  at  Calhell.  The  Englifli  fovereign  alfo 
received  the  homage  of  Strongbow  for  the  kingdom  of  Leinfter,  and  the 
fubmiftion  of  the  nobility  of  Leinfter,  and  of  the  Oflbrians  in  Dublin. 
Roderic,  the  monarch,  though  ftill  at  thq  head  of  *a  powerful  army,  met 
Henry  on  the  banks  of  the  Shannon ; and  although  nothing  were  finally 
concluded  upon  at  this  interview,  it  gave  rife  to  the  treaty  of  peace  foon 
after  made  at  Windfor ; and  figned  by  the  archbifiiop  of  Dublin,  his  chan- 
cellor, and  the  archbifiiop  of  Tuam,  on  the  fide  of  the  Irifii  monarch,  and. 
by  Henry’s  minifters  on  the  fide  of  England.*  We  cannot  colle6t  from 
hiftory  the  particular  views  and  motives  for  the  homages  and  fubmiflions 
which  Henry  received  before  his  return  to  England.  The  treaty  of  Windfor 
certainly  goes  no  further  than  a tributary  acknowledgment  of  Henry  as 
lord  paramount ; Roderic  preferving  allegiance  to  Henry,  and  retaining 
the  kingdom  of  Gonaught  with  the  fame  rights  of  royal  fovereign ty  he 
enjoyed  before  Henry  had  landed  in  Ireland.  This,  in  truth,  appears  to 
be  the  extent  of  Adrian’s  bull ; and  I cannot  refrain  from  attributing  the 
ready  fubmiflions  of  fo  many  Irifii  kings  and  chieftains  to  the  fecret  influence 
of  the  clergy,  who  might  wifli  by  any  means  to  prevent  a rupture  with 
the  See  of  Rome.  I am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  idea  from  the  language 
of  that  very  bitter  Memorial  or  Remonftrance  prefented  by  the  Irifii  chiefs 
to  Pope  John  XXII.  in  the  reign  of  our  fecond  Edward,  when  they 
called  over  Bruce  from  Scotland  to  reaflume  the  monarchy  of  Ireland,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  Englifii  power  in  that  ifland.l  After  having,  referred 

to 

* Vide  this  treaty,  App.  No.  II.  The  kingdom  of  Ulfter  was  not  included  in,  or  affefted  by  this 
treaty,  or  any  of  the  anterior  fubmiffions  or  homages. 

-j-  This  effort  to  regain  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  was  defeated,  in  the  lofs  of  the  famous  battle  of 
Athunree  in  the  year  1316  : it  was  the  moft  bloody  conteft  that  ever  took  place  between  the  two 

nations  j 


32 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


to  a long  ftrlng  of  their  monarchs  who  had  facredly  preferved  the  Catholic 
faith,  in  the  purity  in  which  they  had  received  it  from  St.  Patrick,  and  who 
without  any  mixture  of  foreign  blood  had  continued  to  reign  in  Ireland 
till  the  year  1170,  it  continues:  “ And  thofe  kings  were  not  Englilhmen, 
“ nor  of  any  other  nation  but  our  own,  vdio  with  pious  liberality  bellowed 
“ ample  endowments  in  lands,  and  many  immunities  on  the  Irilh  Church ; 
“ though  in  modern  times  our  churches  are  moll  wantonly  plundered  by 
“ the  Englilh,  by  whom  they  are  almoll  entirely  defpoiled.  And  though 
“ thefe  our  kings  fo  long  and  fo  flreiuioully  defended  againll  the  kings 
and  tyrants  of  diffeient  regions  the  inheritance  given  them  by  God,  pre- 
“ ferving  their  innate  liberty  at  all  times  inviolate,  yet  Adrian  the  Fourth, 
“ your  predeceflbr,  an  Englilhman,  more  even  by  alFedlion  and  prejudice 
“ than  by  birth,  blinded  by  that  alfedtion  and  the  falfe  fuggellions  of 
“ Henry  II.  king  of  England,  under  whom,  and  perhaps  by  whom  St. 
“ Thomas  of  Canterbury  was  murdered,  gave  the  dominion  of  this  our 
“ kingdom,  by  a certain  form  of  words,  to  that  fame  Henry  II.  whom  he 
“ ought  rather  to  have  llript  of  his  own  on  account  of  the  above  crime. 

Thus  omitting  all  legal  and  juridical  order,  and  alas ! his  national  prejudices 
‘‘  and  predile6lions  blindfolding  the  difcernment  of  fuch  a pontiff,  without 
“ our  being  guilty  of  any  crime,  without  any  rational  caufe  v^hatever,  he 
“ gave  us  up  to  be  mangled  to  pieces  by  the  teeth  of  the  moll  cruel  and 
“ voracious  of  all  monllers,”  &c.  Allowing  largely  for  the  irritation  which 
embittered  the  language  of  thefe  Irifli  remonftrants  againfl  the  oppreflion 
of  the  Englifli,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  conceive,  that  unjufl  as  the  bull  of 
Adrian  was,  yet  it  certainly  operated  in  a great  degree  towards  forwarding 
the  fubmiffions  made  to  Flenry,* 

There 

■nations;  it  happened  on  the  lOth  of  Auguft,  and  continued  through  the  whole  day  from  the  rifing 
to  die  fetting  fun.  The  Irilli  attacked  with  the  moft  ferocious  impetuofity  ; but  they  were  neither 
armed  nor  difciplined : they  were  rather  headed,  than  commanded,  by  Felim  O’Connor'  Such  was 
the  enthufiafm  of  his  army,  that  above  10,000  of  them  fell  in  the  field  ; amongft  which  were  twenty 
nine  fubaltern  chiefs  of  Connapght.  Tradition  ftates,  that  after  this  decifive  battle,  the  O’Connor 
family,  like  the  Fabian,  was  fo  nearly  exterminated,  that  throughout  all  Connaught  not  one  of  the 
name  remained  (except  Felim’s  brother)  who  was  capable  of  bearing  arms. 

* This  is  pointedly  corroborated  by  a letter  of  the  King  of  Ulfter  to  Pope  John  XXII.  in  which 
Jie  fays;  “ Your  predeceflbr  Adrian  IV.  who  was  by  birth  an  Englilhman,  inftead  of  punifliing 
Henry  for  invading  the  rights  of  the  church,  and  die  murder  of  the  archbiflroj)  of  Canterbury, 
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There  can  be  no  other  reafon  for  referring  the  reader  to  tlicfe  remote  pe- 
riods of  the  Irifli  hiftory  than  that  of  enabling  him  to  form  a comprehcnfive 
and  comparative  judgment  of  the  great  benefit  conferred  upon  that  country 
by  its  union  with  Great  Britain.  From  thefe  lie  will  fee  how  every  other 
fyhem  than  that  of  a legislative  union  deviated  from  the  principles  of  the 
Englifh  conftitution  ; how  the  arrogance  of  conquell  begat  oppreffion,  how 
opprelfion  engendered  hatred  and  implacable  revenge : fiom  thefe  he  will 
learn  that  the  native  diffidence,  jealoufy,  and  hatred  which  the  Iriffi  lliew’ed 
for  fo  many  tenturies  towards  the  Englilh,  originated  not  in  the  difference  of 
religion  ; for  even  in  the  heat  of  the  two  laft  centuries  they  never  were 
mounted  to  a higher  pitch,  and  never  were  acted  upon  jnore  uninterrupt- 
edly, than  during  that  long  fpace  of  nearly  400  years,  during  which  both 
nations  profeffed  the  fame  religion. 

Plenry  having  fucceeded  fo  far  beyond  his  expectations,  ingratiated  him- 
felf  with  the  chiefs,  who  had  fuhmitted  to  him,  not  only  by  promifes  of  pro- 
tedlion  and  aggrandizement,  but  by  magnificent  prefents.  Had  he  in  fadfe 
faithfully  complied  with  what  he  very  j*udicioufly  engaged  to  perform,  and 
fecured  to  this  people  the  conftitution  and  laws  of  England,*  vdiich  he  made 
them  fwear  to  obferve  and  uphold,  no  revolution  could  have  been  more  for- 
tunate for  the  nation  ; none  more  glorious  to  the  monarch.  But  Henry 
thus  early  fet  the  fatal  example  of  perfidy  and  oppreffion  to  the  Irilh.  In 
lieu  of  his  promifes  of  future  favors  to  the  chieftains,  he  difpoffeffed  them  of 

“ has  delivered  up  our  nation  as  a prey  to  his  countrymen,  or  indeed  rather  to  monfters,  whofe 
cruelties  are  unparalelled.”  And  During  the  courfe  of  fo  many  centuries  (continues  the 
prince)  our  fovereigns,  jealous  of  their  glory,  never  would  fuffer  their  independence  to  be 
“ called  in  queftion.  Invaded  more  tlian  once  by  foreign  powers,  they  wanted  neither  courage  to 
attack,  nor  force  to  repel  their  enemies,  and  give  freedom  to  their  country.  But  that  fpirit,. 
“ which  they  oppofed  to  force,  they  would  not  to  the  fimple  decree  of  Adrian  your  predecefTor.” 
No  other  obfervation  is  to  be  made,  than  that  the  clergy  at  the  time  were  aihamed  to  avow  the 
confequence  they  really  annexed  to  this  crufading  commiflion  of  Adrian,  and  that  cotemporary 
and  fubfequent  hiftohans  either  overlooked,  fupprefled,  or  difclaimed  it.  Scoto-Chron.  Vol.  III. 

p.  908. 

* 1 his  was  done  at  the  great  council  of  Lifmore,  where  fays  Mat.  Paris,  Leges  Anglia  funt  ab 
omnibus  gratantcr  accepta.  It  is  alfo  recorded  by  fome,  that  at  this  council  the  bull  of  Adrian  was 
read  and  approved  of.  A circumftance  which  befpeaks  too  prompt  a fubmillion  of  the  clergy  to 
the  power  of  the-day,  but  which  fully  juftifies  the  obfervations  already  made  upon  tlie  elfedts  of 
that  bull.  , 
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their  honors  and  territories,  and  granted  them  out  with  the  arbitrary  prodi- 
gality of  a conquering  defpot  to  his  Norman  adventurers,  whom  he  raifed 
at  the  fame  time  to  tlie  rank  of  feudatory  princes.  Thus  unfortunately  was 
laid  by  the  hand  of  power  the  corner  ftone  of  that  rancorous  animofity, 
which  has  withftood  the  revolutions  of  fix  centuries,  to  be  laid  at  laft  by  the 
foothing  powers  of  an  incorporate  union.  The  natives,  as  was  to  be  expell- 
ed, difappointed  of  their  hopes,  and  Rripped  of  their  property  and  confe- 
quence,  endeavoured  to  re-enter  their  feveral  countries  by  force.*  Thus 
was  the  kingdom  reduced  to  a more  grievous  Hate  of  warfare  ^id  anarchy 
than  it  had  ever  fuffered  even  under  the  Danes.  England,  which  by  uniting 
at  that  time  Avith  Ireland,  would  have  acquired  incalculable  advantages, 
was  in  fa6l  a fulferer  by  the  acceflion  of  a country,  Avhich  kept  her  for  the 
fpace  of  400  years  in  conflant  alarm,  expence,  and  warfare. 

Notwithftanding  the  nominal  or  pretended  conquefl  of  the  whole  kingdom 
of  Ireland  by  Henry  II.  and  the  grant  and  confirmation  thereof  by  the 
Popes  Adrian  and  Alexander,  the  truth  is,  that  the  Englifli  power  and  au- 
thority during  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  v^as  confined  (and  it  fo  continued  for 
above  400  years)  to  a certain  diflri6l  afterwards  called  the  Pff/e.  This  com- 
prized the  counties  of  Dublin,  Kildare,  Meath,  and  Uriel,  with  the  cities 
of  Waterford,  Cork,  and  Limerick,  and  the  lands  immediately  furrounding 
them.  Over  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  Avhich  were  without  the  Pale, 
neither  Henry  II.  nor  any  of  his  fucceffors,  until  the  reign  of  James  I. 
either  had  or  even  pretended  to  claim  more  than  a naked  fovereignty,  marked 
by  nothing  elfe  than  a formal  homage,  an  inconfiderable  tribute  and  an 
empty  title.  Infomuch  that  Sir  John  Davies  fays,  that  “ never 

“ fent  over  either  numbers  of  men  or  quantities  of  treafure  fufficient  to  de- 
“ fend  the  fmall  territory  of  the  Pale,  much  lefs  to  reduce  that  which  was 
“loft,  or  to  finilh  the  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland.”J  Accordingly  the 
Englifh  adventurers  governed  their  diftridl  by  their  own  model ; the  native 
chiefs,  though  by  far  the  greateft  part  of  Ireland,  adled  independently  of  the 

* It  Ihould  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  valiant  Sir  John  de  Courcy  (afterwards  made  Earl  of 
Ulfter)  rather  upon  a private  adventure,  than  under  any  royal  commiffion,  made  feveral  fuccefsful 
inroads  into  that  province,  fecured  fome  pofts  on  the  coaft,  and  was  faid  generally,  though  impro- 
perly, to  have  made,  a conqueft  of  the  whole  province. 

I Dav.  Difc.  p.  69. 

} Lei.  l.Vol.  li;4. 
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Englifli  government ; made  var  and  peace ; entered  into  leagues  and  trea- 
ties, not  only  amongft  each  other,  but  with  foreign  powers  ; punillied  male- 
fa6tors,  and  governed  by  their  own  laws,  cuftoins,  and  conftitutions. * It 
requires  but  moderate  attention  to  the  records  ot  thefe  times,  to  learn 
what  degree  of  real  power  Henry  had  acquired  in  Ireland,  and  lefs  Ikill 
in  politics,  to  afcertain  the  rights  he  attempted  to  exercife  over  the  Englifli 
adventurers,  or  the  native  Irifli  in  his  focderal  tranfadions  with  each,  whether 
AV'e  confider  the  grounds  of  his  invafion,  the  nature  and  extent  of  their 
fubmilTions,  or  the  purport  of  his  ftipulations. 

It  was  the  ill  fated  policy  of  the  Englifli  government  of  that  day,  not 
only  not  to  coalefce  and  unite  with  the  native  Irifli,  but  to  go  every  poffible 
length  in  fomenting  and  perpetuating  dilfenfion,  animofity,  and  hatred  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  Hence  it  is,”  fays  Sir  Jolm  Davies,  than  whofe 
there  cannot  be  better  authority  upon  this  point,  “ that  in  all  the  parliament 
rolls  which  are  extant  from  the  40th  year  of  Edward  III.  when  the  ftatutes 
of  Kilkenny  were  enadted,  to  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  we  find  the 
degenerate  and  difobedient  EngUJli  called  Rebels  ; but  the  IryJi,  which  were 
not  in  the  king’s  peace,  2i\Q  cd\\e(\.  Enemies.  Statute  of  Kilkenny,  c.  1,  10, 
and  11.  11  Hen.  IV.  c.  24.  lOHen.  VI.  c.  1,18.  18  Hen.  VI.  c.  4.  5 Edw. 
IV.  c.  6.  10  Hen.  VIII.  c.  17.  All  thefe  flatutes  fpeak  of  Englifli  Rebels, 
and  Irifli  Enemies ; as  if  the  Irifli  had  never  been  in  the  condition  of  fubjeds, 
but  always  out  of  the  protedion  of  the  laws,  and  were  indeed  in  a worfe 
cafe  than  aliens  of  any  foreign  realm,  that  was  in  amity  with  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land. For  by  divers  heavy  penal  laws,  the  Englifli  were  forbidden  to  marry, 
to  fofter,  to  make  goffippes  with  the  Irifli ; or  to  have  any  trade  or  commerce 
in  their  markets  and  fairs.  Nay,  there  was  a law  made  no  longer  fince 
than  the  28th  Hen.  VIII.  that  the  Englifli  fliould  not  marry  with  any  per- 

* There  are  early  documents  to  prove  that  the  verj'  power  which  had  affumed  the  right  of  com- 
manding the  Irifli  to  receive  Ilcnr^,  and  honorablij  reverence  him  as  their  Lord,  confidered  in  fadt 
his  power  confined  to  the  Pale.  For  by  the  commiflion  of  the  Pope’s  legate  in  the  time  of  Richard 
the  Firft,  whereby  he  had  power  to  exercife  his  legatine  authority,  we  find  it  confined  to  certain 
limits,  \\z.  in  AngUd,  IFcdlid,  ac  illis  Ilibernice  partibiis,  in  quibiis  Johannes  Moretonii  Comes  po~ 
lejlatem  habet  ct  dominium.  Mat,  Par.  fo.  16  Ip. — Henry  II.  gave  the  lordlliip  or  fovereignty  of 
Ireland  to  his  foil  John,  created  Earl  of  Moreton,  and  afterwards  King.  There  are  ftrong  dif- 
ferences amongft  hiftorians  concerning  the  nature  of  this  grant.  Richard  was  too  much  engaged 
ill  other  purfuits  to  queftion  it.  And  upon  John’s  acceffion  to  the  throne,  all  the  rights  of  Henry 
concentered  in  him  as  King  of  England. 
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foil  of  Irifli  blood,  though  he  had  gotten  a charter  of  denization,  unlefs  he 
had  done  both  homage  and  fealty  to  the  King  in  the  Chancery,  and  M^ere  alfo 
boundcn  by  recognizance  in  fureties  to  continue  a loyal  fubje<5t.  Whereby 
it  is  manifeft,  xh^t  fuch  as  had  the  government  of  Ireland  under  the  crown  of 
England  did  intend  to  make  a perpetual  feparation  of  enmity  between  the 
Englijh  and  the  Irijhd''  So  far  Sir  John  Davies  up  to  his  time;  and  would 
it  could  be  truly  added,  that  this  fyftem  had  never  been  kept  up  fmce  that 
period ; the  union  necelfarily  prevents  it  in  future. 

The  fame  author,  who  was  an  Englidiman,  a fervant  of  the  crown,  and  a 
man  well  verfed  in  the  laws  and  conflitution  of  England,  gives  further 
evidence  of  that  pernicious  principle  of  narrow,  crooked,  felf-interefted  po- 
licy, acled  upon  by  the  fervants  of  the  crown  in  Ireland,  in  defiance  of  the 
more  generous  and  liberal  fentiments  that  prevailed  on  this  fide  of  the 
channel.  In  order  to  let  in  the  full  effe6l  of  his  evidence,  he  firfi;  clears 
away  the  only  objeftion  that  poffibly  could  be  raifed  againft  the  Irifii.  Per- 
haps, fays  he,  the  Irifiiry  in  former  times  did  wilfully  refufe  to  be  fubje6t  to 
the  laws  of  England,  and  would  not  be  partakers  of  the  benefit  thereof, 
though  the  crown  of  England  did  defire  it ; and  therefore  they  were  reputed 
Aliens^  Outlawes,  and  Enemies.  But  the 'contrary  was  manifefl;,  not  only 
from  the  numher  of  charters  of  denization  purchafed  by  individuals,  but  by 
the  general  petition  preferred  by  the  Irilh  to  King  Edward  III.  for  a general 
naturalization  a6I,  in  order  to  fuperfede  the  necefiity  of  further  letters  of 
denization.  The  King  was  for  it ; but  the  baneful  policy  of  the  Irifli  go- 
vernment oppofed  it : this  prince,  like  many  of  hj^  fuccelfors,  gave  too  eafy 
credit  to  his  diftant  fervants,  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  deceive  him.  He  fa- 
tisfied  his  own  confcience,  by  publicly  referring  the  matter  to  his  Irifli  coun- 
fellors,  who,  as  Sir  John  Davies  collects,  advifed  the  King,  that  the  Irijhry 
might  not  he  naturalized  without  damage  or  prejudice  either  to  themfelves  or  to 
the  cj'own.  This  feature  in  the  Irifli  hiftory  particularly  commands  our  no- 
tice : its  fmgularity  inufl;  furnifli  each  reader  with  his  own  obfervations. 
Here  was  the  voice  of  the  Irifli  nation  conveyed  in  refpe6lful  terms  to  the 
throne  of  England,  praying  for  an  union  of  laws  and  conftitution,  referred 
to  an  Irifli  parliament,  and  by  them  reje6led.*  Hinc  illce  lachrymce!  Upon 

* Tlie  authors  of  the  Univerfal  Hiftory  fay,  that  this  application  from  the  Irifli  was  backed  by  an 
offer  of  8000  marks  to  UfFord,  then  chief  governor,  for  the  king’s  ufe ; and  they  obferve,  that''  their, 
" defire  was  fatally  counteraded  by  thofe,  'tihofe  duty  it  was  toprovxote  a meafttre Jb  well  calculated 
“ for  the  benefit  of  their  country.” 
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this,  lays  Leland,  “ the  refeiitment  of  the  Iridi,  naturally  violent,  and  now 
“ too  juftly  provoked,  broke  out  in  an  infurredtion,  proje6ted  with  greater 
“ concert,  and  executed  vdth  more  violence,  than  for  fome  time  had  been 
“ experienced.” 

The  reflections  of  Sir  John  Davies  upon  this  ftatc  of  the  Irifli,  made  about 
200  years  ago,  may  be  thought  by  fome  to  depiCt  the  fatal  policy  of  the 
Englifli  government  towards  Ireland  with  more  faithful  impartiality,  than  a 
modern  writer  would  receive  credit  for.  “ This  then  I note  as  a great  defeCt 
“ in  the  civil  policy  of  this  kingdom,  in  that  for  the  fpace  of  350  years  at 
“ leall  after  the  conqucft  firfl  attempted,  the  Englifli  lawes  were  not  com- 
municated  to  the  Irifli,  nor  the  benefit  and  protection  thereof  allowed 
“ unto  them,  though  they  earneftly  defired  and  fought  the  fame.  For  as 
“ long  as  they  were  out  of  the  protection  of  the  lawe,  fo  as  every  Englifli- 
“ man  might  oppreffe,  fpoyle,  and  kill  them  without  controuhiient,  howc 
“ was  it  poffible  they  flioulde  bee  other  then  outlawes  and  enemies  to  the 
“ crowne  of  England.  If  the  King  woulde  not  admit  them  to  the  condition 
“ of  fubjeCts,  how  could  they  learn  to  acknowledge  and  obey  him  as  their 
“ Soveraigne  ? When  they  might  not  converfe  or  commerce  Avith  any  civill 
“ men,  nor  enter  into  anie  tOAvne  or  citty  without  perill  of  their  lives,  Avhi- 
“ ther  fliould  they  flie  but  into  the  woods  and  mountains,  and  there  live  in 
“ a wilde  and  barbarous  manner  ? If  the  Englifli  magiftrates  would  not  rule 
them  by  the  law,  which  doth  punifli  treafon  and  murder  and  theft  by 
“ death : but  leave  them  to  be  ruled  by  their  own  lords  and  lawes,  why 
“ fhould  they  not  embrace  their  own  Brehon  law,  which  puniflieth  no  of- 
“ fence,  but  with  a fine  or  erich  ? If  the  Irifli  bee  not  permitted  to  purchafe 
“ eftates  of  freehold  or  inheritance,  which  miofht  defcend  to  their  children 
“ according  to  the  courfe  of  our  common  larve,  muft  they  not  continue  their 
“ old  cuftom  of  taniftrie,  Avhich  makes  all  their  poffefiions  imcertayne,  and 
“ brings  confufion,  barbarifm,  and  incivilitie  ? In  a Avord,  if  the  Englifhe 
“ Avoulde  neither  in  peace  govern  them  by  laAve,  nor  could  in  Avarre  roote 
“ them  out  by  the  fAvord,  muft  they  not  needes  bee  prickes  in  their  eyes, 
“ and  thornes  in  their  fides  till  the  Avorlde’s  end  r” 

This  blind  infatuation  of  the  Enslifh  g-overnment  in  their  conduCt  towards 
Ireland,  is  Avholly  unaccountable.  For  although  they  had  not  full  poffeffion 
of  one  third  of  the  ifland,  they  cantonized  the  Avliole  country  amongft  ten 
Englifli  families,  and  called  themfelves  owners  and  lords  of  all.  Nothing 
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was  left  to  be  granted  to  or  enjoyed  by  the  natives  ; nor  is  there  a record^ 
for  the  fpace  of  300  years  and  upwards  after  the  invafion,  of  any  grant  made 
to  an  Iriih  lord  of  any  land,  except  a grant  from  the  crown  to  the  king  of 
Thomond,  of  his  land  during  the  minority  of  Henry  III.  and  the  before- 
mentioned  giant,  or  rather  treaty  with  the  king  of  Conaught.  Thefe  Eng- 
lifli  grantees  became  a new  fet  of  petty  fovereigns  to  the  irreparable  damage  of 
the  country.  And  Sir  John  Davies  affures  us,  that  our  great  Englifli  lords 
could  not  endure  that  any  kings  Ihould  reign  in  Ireland  but  themfelves : 
nay  they  could  hardly  endure  that  the  crown  of  England  itfelf  fliould  have 
any  jurifdi6lion  over  them.  They  exercifed  all  manner  of  royal  jurifdidion 
and  authority  vrithin  their  petty  kingdoms  more  arbitrarily  than  any  Englilh  , 
monarch  did  over  the  kingdom.*  No  wonder  then  that  this  new  race  'of 
Englilh  kings  in  Ireland  Ihould,  as  Sir  John  Davies  further  obferves,  oppofe 
and  refill  every  attempt  of  the  Englifii  cabinet  to  admit  the  Irilh  into  a full 
participation  of  our  laws  and  conllitution.  For  by  thefe  grants  of  whole 
provinces  and  petty  kingdoms,  thefe  few  Englifii  lords  pretended  to  be  the ' 
proprietors  of  all  the  lands ; fo  that  there  was  no  poflibility  of  fettling  jhe 
natives  in  any  of  their  polTeflions,  and  confequently  the  conquell  of  the 
ivdiole  country  became  an  abfolute  impoffibility,  otherwife,  than  by  the 
utter  extirpation  of  the  whole  native  race  of  the  Irifii ; which  they  ivere  in 
facl  unable,  and  probably  from  interefted  motiv'es  unwilling  to  do.  The 
Irifii,  who  inhabited  the  lands  that  were  fully  conquered  and  reduced, 
were  in  the  condition  of  flaves  and  villeins,  and  thereby  they  rendered 
more  profit  to  their  lords,  than  if  they  had  been  free  fubje6ls  of  the  king; 
and  as  thefe  oppreffive  and  rapacious  fovereigns  flattered  themfelves  with 
the  pleafing  profpe6l  of  realizing  their  feveral  grants  to  their  full  nominal 
extent,  they  looked  eagerly  to  this  profitable  extenfion  of  vaflalage  and 
flavery,  which  ivould  not  take  place  if  thofe  out  of  the  pale  were  once  received 
into  the  king’s  proteftion  and  made  liege  men  and  free  fubje6ls.  'Fhus  early 
were  the  peace,  welfare,  and  profperity  of  the  Irifii  nation  facrificed  to  the 
corrupt  influence  and  interefts  of  fome  few  men  in  power. 

The  fame,  author,  than  whom  no  man  ever  ftudied  more  the  reciprocal 
iiiterefls  of  England  and  Ireland,  tells  .us  plainly,  that  this  handful  of 

* The  complaints  of  the  abnfes  of  thefe  Englifli  fettlers  were  emphatically  compreffed  into 
■this  ftroiig  exprellioii  : ipjls  Ilijbernis  Ilijhernions, 
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monopolizers  of  the  whole  power  and  profit  of  the  nation  oppofed  its  union 
with  England,  becaufe  that  “ woulde  have  abridged  and  cut  off  a great 
“ part  of  that  greatnefs  which  they  had  promifed  unto  theinfelves  ; they 
‘‘  perfwaded  the  King  of  England,  that  it  was  unfit  to  communicate  the 
“ lawes  of  England  unto  them ; that  it  was  the  beft  policie  to  hold  them 
“ as  aliens  and  enemies,  and  to  profecute  them  Avith  a continual  warre. 

“ Heereby  they  obtained  another  royal  prerogative  and  power ; Avhich  Avas 

to  make  Avarre  and  peace  at  their  pleafure  in  every  part  of  the  kingdome  ; 

“ Avhich  gave  them  an  abfolute  command  over  the  bodies,  lands,  and  goods 
“ of  the  Englifh  fubje6ls  heere.  The  troth  is,  that  thofe  great  Englifli  lords 
“ did  to  the  uttermoft  of  their  power,  crolfe  and  Avithftand  the  enfranchize- 
“ ment  of  the  Irifh,  for  the  caufes  before  expreffed,  Avherein  I mull  ftill 
“ cleare  and  acquit  the  croAvn  and  Rate  of  England  of  negligence  or  ill 
“ policy.” 

So  deeply  rooted  in  the  Irifh  nation  Avas  the  fpirit  of  irritation  and 
refentment,  that  no  public  calamities,  oppreffions,  or  misfortunes  could 
prevent  their  chieftains,  lords,  or  petty  fovereigns  from  continual  feuds 
and  Avars  Avith  each  other.  This  national  misfortune  Avas  highly  aggra\’'ated' 
by  the  ereftion  of  thefe  Englifh  fovereignties  : for  tlie  fame  aiitlior  informs 
us,  that  “ the  poAver  to  make  Avarre  and  peace  did  raife  the  Englifli  lordes 
“ to  that  height  of  pride  and  ambition,  as  that  they  could  not  endure  each 
“ other,  but  grew  to  a mortal  Avarre  and  diffention  amongft  themfeh'es, 
“ as  appeareth  by  all  the  records  and  Rories  of  this  kingdome.” 

Not  only  the  general  Rate  policy  of  England  Avas  mifdire6fed  and  abufed 
by  the  fervants  of  the  crown  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  encreafe  and  perpetuate 
difunion  and  hatred  between  the  tAvo  nations  ; but  the  A'^ery  Iburces  of 
juRice  and  legillation  Avere  poifoned  and  corrupted  to  the  fame  intent.  We. 
have  the  teRimony  of  Sir  .lohn  Davies,  fupported  by  feveral  lecords  of 
undoubted  authority  “ That  the  Irilh  generally  Avere  held  and  reputed 
“ aliens  or  rather  enemies  to  the  crowne  of  England ; infomuch  as  they 
“ were  not  only  difabled  to  bring  anie  abtions,  but  they  Avere  fo  fane  out 
“ of  the  protedfion  of  tRe  laive,  as  it  Avas  often  adjudged  no  felony  to 
“ kill  a mere  Irifhman  in  the  time  of  peace:”  By  the  4th  chapter  of  the 
Ratutes  made  at  Trim,  25  Hen.  VI.  (A.  D.  1447)  it  was  enabled,  that  if 
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any  were  found  with  their  upper  lips  unfliaven  by  the  fpace  of  a fortnight, 
(it  was  the  Irifli  fafliion  to  wear  the  beard  on  the  upper  lip)  it  fliould  be 
lawful  for  any  man  to  take  them  and  their  goods  as  Irifh  enemies,  and  to 
ranfom  them  as  Irilh  enemies.  Another  very  fmgular  ftatute  was  paffed, 
to  commit  the  punilhment  of  offenders  to  every  private  liegeman  of  the 
king,  without  any  reference  to  trial  by  judge  or  jury  (28  Hen.  VI.  c.  iii. 
A.  1).  1450).  It  muft  have  forely  aggrieved  the  Irilh,  when  rewards  were 
put  upon  their  heads  at  the  mere  private  furmife,  fufpicion,  or  perfonal 
refentment  of  any  Engliflnnan  : for  it  was  thereby  ena6led,  that  it  Ihould 
be  lawful  to  every  liegeman  of  our  fovereign  lord  the  king,  all  manner  of 
notorious  and  known  thieves,  and  thieves  found  robbing,  &c.  .(which  might 
not  be  fo  unreafonable  as  to  murder  by  fufpicion  or  reputation)  to  kill  and 
take  them  without  impeachment,  arraignment,  or  grievance  to  him  to  be 
done  by  our  fovereign  lord  the  king,  his  juftices,  officers  or  any  of  his 
minifters  for  any  fuch  manflaughter  or  taking:  and  that  every  man  ffiould 
be  rewarded  for  fuch  killing  or  taking  by  one  penny  of  every  plough,  and 
one  farthing  of  every  cottage  within  the  barony  where  the  manflaughter 
was  done.  This  inhuman  encouragement  to  ffiurder  was  further  encreafed 
by  larger  rewards  given  to  thole  who  Ihould  execute  fummary  juftice  by 
their  own  fallible  or  corrupt  judgments  upon  perfons  going  to  rob  and  fleal, 
or  coming  from  robbing  and  healing  : for  by  50th  Edw.  IV.  c.  2.  (A.  D.  1465) 
it  was  enacled,  that  it  fliould  be  lawful  to  all  manner  of  men  that  found 
any  thieves  robbing  by  day  or  by  night,  or  going  or  coming  to  rob  or  Jleal, 
in  or  out,  going  or  coming,  having  no  faithful  man  of  good  name  and  fame 
in  their  company  in  Englifli  apparel,  upon  any  of  the  liege  people  of  the 
king,  to  take  and  kill  thofe  and  to  cut  off  their  heads,  without  any  im- 
peachment of  our  fovereign  lord  the  king,  his  heirs,  officers  or  minifters, 
or  of  any  others ; and  of  any  head  fo  cut  in  the  county  of  IMeath,  that  the 
cutter  of  the  faid  head,  and  his  ayders  there  to  him,  caufe  the  faid  head  fo 
cut  to  be  brought  to  the  portreeve  of  the  town  of  Trim,  and  the  portreeve 
^to  put  it  upon  a hake  or  fpear  upon  the  caflle  of  Trim,  and  that  the.  faid 
portreeve  ihould  give  him  his  writing  under  the  feal  of  the  faid  town,  tef- 
tifying  the  bringing  of  the  faid  head  to  him.  And  that  it  fliould  be  'lawful 
for  the  bringer  of  the  faid  head  and  his  ayders  to  the  fame,  to  difirein  and 
levy  with  their  ovv^n  hands  of  every  man  having  one  ploughland  in  the  ba- 
rony where  the  thief  was  fo  taken,  two-pence  ; half  a ploughland,  one  penny ; 

and 
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and  every  man  having  a lioule  and  goods  to  the  value  of  40.y.  one  penny; 
and  of  every  other  cottier  having  houfe  and  fmoak,  one  half-penny.  And 
if  the  portreeve  Ihould  refufe  fuch  certificate,  he  was  to  forfeit  1 0/.  recoverable 
by  addon.  In  paffing  an  opinion  upon  this  fiatute,  it  ought  not  only  to  be 
tried  by  the  abfolute  and  immutable  rules  of  moral  equity,  but  by  the  relative 
feelings  and  prepoffeflions  of  the  Irilh,  whofe  Brehon  inftitutions  allowed  all 
crimes,  even  murder  itfelf,  to  be  expiated  by  fine  or  eric. 

Although  the  printed  ftatutes  of  Ireland  go  not  to  fo  early  a date,  yet 
Sir  John  Davies  quotes  the  famous  ftatutes  of  Kilkenny,  which  are  preferved 
in  the  caftle  at  Dublin  ; they  were  palled  in  the  40th  year  of  King  Edw.  III. 
(A.  D.  1366)  and  although  they  were  chiefly  intended  to  corredl  the  de- 
generacy of  the  Englilh,  yet  had  they  the  ftrongeft  tendency  to  aggravate 
the  rancorous  animofity  of  the  two  nations.  In  the  40th  year  of  his  reign 
“ King  Edward  held  that  famous  parliament  at  Kilkenny,  wherein  many 
“ notable  lawes  were  enadted,  which  doo  fliew  and  lay  open  (for  the  lawe 
“ doth  bell  difcover  enormities)  how  much  the  Englilh  colonies  were  cor- 
“ rupted  at  that  time,  and  doo  infallibly  prove  that  Avhich  is  laide  downe 
“ before : that  they  were  wholly  degenerate  and  fain  away  from  their  obe- 
“ dience.  For  firft  it  appeareth  by  the  preamble  of  thefe  lawes,  that  the 
“ Englifli  of  this  realme,  before  the  coming  over  of  Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence, 
“ were  at  that  time  become  meere  Irifli  in  their  language,  names,  apparell, 
“ and  all  their  manner  of  living,  and  had  reje^ed  the  Englilh  la^ves  and 
“ fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  Irilh,  with  whom  they  had  made  many  mar- 
“ riages  and  alliances,  which  tended  to  the  utter  mine  and  deftrudtion  of 
“ the  commonwealth.  Therefore  alliaunce  hy  marriage,  nurture  of  infants, 
“ and  gojjipred  with  .the  Irifli  are  by  this  ftatute  made  high  treafon.  Again, 
“ if  anie  man  of  Englifli  race  fliould  ufe  an  Irifli  name,  Irilh  language,  or 
“ Irifli  apparell,  or  any  other  guize  or  fafliion  of  the  Irifli,  if  he  had  lands  or 
“ tenements,  the  fame  fliould  be  feized,  till  he  had  given  fecurity  to  the 
“ Chancery,,  to  conform  himfelf  in  all  points  to  the  Englifli  manner  of 
“ living.  And  if  he  had  no  lands,  his  bodie  ivas  to  be  taken  and  imprifoned, 

“ till  he  found  fureties  as  aforefaid.  ” 

Imagination  can  fcarcely  devife  an  extreme  of  antipathy,  hatred,  and  re- 
venge to  which  this  code  of  aggravation  was  not  calculated  to  provoke 
both  nations.  One  thing  alone  was  left  to  fill  the  meafure  of  calamity  on 
one  fide,  and  oppreffion  on  the  other.  It  was  a fyftem  fo  grievous  in  its 
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nature,  that  had  it  been  confined  to  that  difaflrous  period  of  the  Irifh  hiftory, 

I fiiould  have  fpoken  of  it  M’ith  the  fame  freedom  I have  ufed  in  narrating 
other  barbarous  ufages,  ■\vhicli  civilifation  and  political  liberality  had  long 
entombed  : but  recent  revivals  of  this  fyftem  of  inhumanity  render  'it 
prudent  for  a modern  writer  to  ufe  others  rather  than  his  own  language- in 
retailing  thefe  ancient  enormities.  * “ But  the  moft  wicked  and  mifehievous 
“ cuftome  of  all  others  was  that  of  Coygne  and  Livery,  often  before  men- 
“ tioned : which  confided  in  taking  of  mans-meate,  horfe-meate  and  money 
“ of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  at  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  foldier, 
“ who,  as  the  phrafe  of  Scripture  is,  did  eate  up  the  people  as  it  were  bread, 
“ for  that  he  had  no  other  entertainment.  This  extortion  was  originally 
“ Irifii,  for  they  ufed  to  lay  honaghf  \ upon  their  people,  and  never  gave  their 
“ foldier  any  other  pay.  But  when  the  Englifli  had  learned  it,  tlrey  ufed 
“ it  with  more  infolency  and  made  it  more  intollerable ; for  this  opprefiTion 
“ was  not  temporary,  or  limited  either  to  place  or  time : but  becaufe  there 
“ was  every  where  a continuall  warre  either  oflfenfive  or  defenfive,  and  every 
“ lord  of  a countric,  and  everie  marcher  made  warre  and  peace  at  his  plea- 
“ fure,  it  became  univerfal  and  perpetuall : and  was  indeede  the  moft  heavy 
“ oppreflion  that  ever  was  ufed  in  anie  Chriftian  or  Heathen  kingdom. 
“ And  therefore  vox  oppreD'orum,  this  crying  finne  did  drawe  down  as 
“ great  or  greater  plagues  upon  Ireland,  than  the  opprefiion  of  the  Ifraelites 
“ did  draw  upon  the  land  of  Egypt.  For  the  plagues  of  Egypt  though 
“ they  were  grievous,  were  of  a fiiort  continuance  : but  the  plagues  of 
“ Ireland  lafted  400  years  together.  This  extortion  of  Coygne  and  Livery 
“ did  produce  two  notorious  efte6ts.  Firft,  it  made  the  land  wafte : next, 
“ it  made  the  people  ydle.  For  vdien  the  hutbandman  had  laboured  all 
“ the  yeare,  the  foldier  in  one  night  did  confume  the  fruites  of  all  his  labour, 
“ longique  perit  labor  irritus  anni.  Had  hee  reafon  then  to  manure  the 
“ lande  for  the  next  yeare,  or  rather  might  he  not  complayne  as  the 
“ -fticpcrd  in  Virgil ; 

“ Lnipius  hcec  tarn  culta  iiovalia  miles  habebit  P 

“ Barbarus  has  fegetes  ? En  quo  difeordia  cives 

“ ProdiLvit  miferos  ? En  qiieis  confevimus  agros  P 

* Dav.  Difc.  See. 

f Free  qumiers  leems  to  be  the  modern  appellation  of  this  mifehievous  fyftem  of  opprefiion ; but 
unfortunately  for  Ireland,  the  reality  has  long  furvived  its  ancient  appellation. 
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“ And  hereupon  of  neceffity  came  depopulation,  bauifliment,  and  extirpation 
“ of  the  better  fort  of  fubje6ts,  and  fuch  as  remained  became  ydle  and 
“ lookers  on,  expe6ting  the  event  of  thofe  miferies  and  evill  times  : fo  as  this 
“ extream  extortion  and  opprefiion  hath  been  the  true  caufe  of  idleneffe  in 
“ this  Irilli  nation  ; and  that  rather  the  vulgar  fort  have  chofen  to  be  beggars 
“ in  forraign  countries  than  to  manure  their  own  fruitful  land  at  home. 
“ Laftly,  this  oppreffion  did  of  force  and  neceffitie  make  the  Irilh  a crafty 
“ people;  for  fuch  as  are  oppreffed  and  live  in  llavery  are  ever  put  to  their 
“ iliifts,  ingenium  mala  femper  movent.^’ * And  in  another  place,  this  fame 
author  has  fpoken  hill  more  ftrongly  upon  this  monftrous  excefs  of  in- 
humanity and  impolicy.  t“  In  the  time  of  King  Edward  II.  Maurice  Fitz- 
“ Thomas,  of  Defmond,  being  chief  commander  of  the  army  againft  the 
“ Scots,  began  that  wicked  extortion  of  Coygne  and  Livery  and  Pay,  that 
“ is  : he  and  his  army  tooke  horfemeate  and  mansmeate  and  money  at  their 
*'  pleafure,  without  any  ticket  or  any  other  fatisfa6lion.  And  this  was  after 
“ that  time,  the  general  fault  of  all  the  governours  and  commanders  of  the 
“ army  in  this  lande.”  And  '1“  By  this  it  appeareth,  why  the  extortion  of 
“ Coygne  and  Livery  is  called  in  the  old  flatutes  of  Ireland  a damnable 
“ cujlome,  and  the  impofmg  and  taking  thereof  made  high  treafon.  And 
“ it  is  faid  in  an  ancient  difcourfe  Of  the  decay  of  Ireland,  that  though  it 
“ were  firft  invented  in  Hell,  yet  if  it  had  been  ufed  and  pra6lized  there,  as 
“ it  hath  been  in  Ireland,  it  had  long  fmce  deftroyed  the  very  kingdome  of 
“ Belzebub.” 

Doctor  Leland,  in  our  own  days,  fpeaks  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  that  infamous 
and  pernicious  pradtice.  § “ The  compendious  Irifli  method  of  quartering 
‘‘  the  foldiers  on  the  inhabitants,  and  leaving  them  to  fupport  themfelves 

by  arbitrary  exaftions,  feemed  to  have  been  pointed  out  by  the  urgent 
“ occafion,  was  adopted  with  alacrity  and  executed  with  rigor.  Riot, 
“ rapine,  maffacre,  and  all  the  tremendous  effefts  of  anarchy  were  the 

* Sir  John  Davies  here  further  remarks,  that  the  common  people  have  a whyning  tune  or  accent 
in  their  fpeech,  as  if  they  did  ftill  fmart  or  fufFer  fome  oppreffion ; and  that  this  idlenefs,  together 
with  the  fear  of  imminent  mifchiefes,  which  did  continually  hang  over  their  heads,  have  tended  to 
make  the  Iriffi  the  moft  inquifitive  people  after  news  of  any  in  the  world.  One  might  have  fup- 
pofed  Sir  John  Davies  had  feen  at  the  clofe  of  the  1 8th  century  groups  of  idlers  in  the  ftreets  of 
Dublin,  liftening  to  and  brooding  over  Saunders’s  journal. 

f Dav.  Difc.  p.  30,31.  * Ibid.  p.  33.  § Lei.  Hift,  1 yol.  p,  280. 
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“ natural  confe(|iiences.  ‘Every  inconficlerable  party,  who,  under  the  pre- 
“ tence  of  loyalty,  received  the  king’s  commiffion  to  repel  the  adverfary  in 
“ fome  particular  diftrift,  became  peftilent  enemies  to  the  inhabitants.  Their 
“ properties,  their  lives,  the  chaftity  of  their  families  were  all  expofed  to 
“ barbarians  who  fought  only  to  glut  their  brutal  paifions ; and  by  their 
‘‘  horril)le  excelfes  purehafed  the  curfe  of  God  and  man.” 

Without  paffmg  in  review  the  fucceffive  fcenes  of  ditfention,  infurre6tion. 
perfidy,  oppreflion,  malfacre,  diftrefs,  and  calamity  which  blackened  the 
reigns  of  all  our  monarchs  from  the  invafion  to* the  reformation,  certain  it  is, 
that  this  long  fpace  of  nearly  400  years  was  (except  in  the  moments  of 
impotency  produced  by  exceffive  violence  on  each  fide,  and  the  delufive 
hours  of  adual  perfidy  or  meditated  treachery)  one  uninterrupted  fcene  of 
difcord,  warfare,  and  wretchednefs.  This  ill-fated  people  feems  to  have  been 
devoted  to  the  extreme  tenfion  of  human  mifery.  Every  appearance  of 
advantage  was  alternately  taken  by  the  Englifli  and  the'Irifli  to  extend  or 
contra6t  the  pale : fuccefs  was  various ; though  ravage,  defolation,  and 
famine  invariably  marked  the  progrefs  of  the  conqueror.  The  mod:  trifling 
differences  and  frivolous  pretexts  were  greedily  feifed  by  the  fa6tious  and 
irafcible  chieftains,  whofe  paffions  more  than  interefls  kept  their  fepts  in 
continual  wars  with  each  other.  Proud  of  independence,  inflated  with  felf- 
confequence,  tliey  feldom  agreed  with  their  neighbours,  and  never  coalefced, 
but  through  weaknefs  for  prote6tion,  or  through  refentment  to  execute 
vengeance  the  more  forcibly  on  their  enemy.  Private  difcord  equally  dif- 
trafted  the  Englifli  cantonments  or  diflri6ls,  as  the  old  Irifli  fepts.  Every 
appearance,  report,  or  even  fufpicion  of  diffention,  weaknefs,  or  diforder 
iv^ithin  the  pale,  was  the  fignal  for  the  fepts  to  fly  to  arms,  and  harrafs  the 
Englifli,  of  whom  their  hatred  was  truly  implacable.*  Every  defeat  of  the 
Englifli  Avas  followed  up  by  an  inundation  of  more  formidable  forces : the 

* In  proportion  as  national  prejudice,  antipathy,  and  hatred  may  be  deeply  rooted,  is  it  im- 
portant to  confider  the  grounds  from  which  they  fpring:  and  as,  I prefume,  that  it  cannot  be 
deemed  unfair  to  trace  them  in  the  inftance  of  Ireland,  to  that  ftudied  fyftem  of  oppreflion  and 
difunion  into  which  England  was  betrayed,  by  the  falfe  reprefentations  of  interefted  individuals, 
for  the  fpace  of  time  comprifed  in  this  chapter,  I refer  my  reader  to  that  remonftrance  of  grievances 
fet  forth  by  the  Irifli,  (App.  III.)  which  certainly  is  the  ftrongefl;  picture  of  inveterate  national 
hatred  that  has  been  handed  down  to  pofterity.  It  demonflrates,  that  difference  of  religion  did 
ffiot  produce  thefe  evils,  and  that  union  alone  is  the  effedual  fecurity  againft  their  repetition, 
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fubmiflion  of  the  Irifli  was  often  abje6t,  always  precarious  and  occafional : it 
never  lafted  longer  than  the  Englifli  forces  commanded  a decided  fuperiority. 
Famine,  peftilence,  and  wars  frequently  brought  this  wretched  people  to 
the  defperate  neceffity  of  feeding  on  grafs,  leaves,  and  the  flelh  of  their  fellow 
creatures.  Such  were  the  unceafing  calamities,  to  which  that  unfortunate 
country  was  doomed,  during  the  reigns  of  fixteen  of  our  monarchs,*  who 
held  the  Britifli  fceptre,  from  the  invafion  under  Henry  the  Second  to  the 
reformation  under  Henry  the  Eighth ; calamities  evidently  arifmg  out  of  the 
internal  divifions  and  national  difunion  and  oppreflion  of  that  kingdom. 

* Viz.  Henry  II.  Richard  I.  John.  Henry  III.  Edward  I.  Edward  II.  Edward  III. 
Richard  II.  Henry  IV.  Henry  V.  Henry  VI.  Edward  IV.  Edward  V.  Richard  HI. 
Henry  VII.  Henry  VIII. 
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OF  THE  STATE  OF  THE  IRISH  NATION  FROM  THE 
REFORMATION  OF  RELIGION  UNDER  HENRY  VIIL 
TO  THE  REVOLUTION  UNDER  JAMES  IL 


CHAPTER  1. 


THE  REIG  NS  OF  HENRY  VIII.  EDWARD  VI.  AND  QUEEN  MARY. 

Such  is  the  variety,  fiich  the  importance,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuch 
the  peculiarity  of  the  events,  which  mark  this  period  of  the  Irilh  hiftory, 
that  truth  and  candour  are  almoft  to  be  dreaded  by  the  hiftorian  who  feeks 
the  approbation  of  the  exifting  generation.  We  have  feen  how  much  the 
interefts  of  Ireland  have  fuffered  from  the  ill-dire61ed  monopoly  of  the  Englifli 
influence  and  political  power  in  that  country,  whihl  they  profeffed  the  fame 
religion.  A new  fcene  now  opens  itfelf.  The  20th  3^ear  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  (A.  D.  1528.)  is  properly  termed  the  firfl;  year  of  the  reforma- 
tion of  religion  in  England ; and  from  this  epoch  are  to  be  reckoned  the 
many  adlive  and  paffive  difafters  that  afterwards  fell  upon  Ireland,  whether 
they  really  arofe  out  of  the  change  of  religion,  or  were  ignorantly  or  ma- 
licioufly  attributed  to  fuch  change.  It  has  been  too  prevalent  with  mofl: 
writers  fmce  the  Reformation,  to  lay  indifcriminately  to  the  account  of  that 
great  innovation  in  our  national  church,  the  various  flruggles,  revolutions, 
and  convLilfions  that  afterwards  happened  in  the  ftate.  An  error  pregnant 
with  incalculable  mifchief ! And  what  deviation  from  truth  does  not  produce 
evil  ? 
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A variety  of  circumftances  combined  to  render  the  Englidi  monarch  at 
this  time  hateful  rather  than  gracious  to  the  Irifli  nation,  vdiich  had  no 
reference  to  or  connexion  with  religion.  Leland,  after  Ware,  and  other 
annalifts,  rej)refents  the  Earl  of  Kildare  as  confirmed  in  the  Lieutenantcy 
beyond  the  power  of  oppofition ; and  that  he  ufed  it  without  moderation 
or  referve.  Inftead  of  the  ftate  and  dignity  of  a vicegerent,  he  aflfe6led  the 
rude  grandeur  of  an  Irifii  chieftain,  and  Rood  at  the  head  of  a wild  and 
rapacious  multitude  of  followers,  to  the  annoyance  and  terror  of  thofe  whom 
he  was  appointed  to  proteft.  The  lords  of  the  old  Irifii  race,  avIio  had  ever 
appeared  the  moft  unfriendly  to  the  Englifii  government  crowded  round  him, 
and  were  received  as  his  kinfmen  and  alfociates.  Two  of  his  daughters 
were  given  in  marriage  to  O’Connor  of  O’Fally,  and  O’Carroll,  two  power- 
ful chieftains.  The  laws  which  prohibited  fuch  connexions'  were  treated 
with  fcorn,  nor  was  the  adminiftration  of  government  at  all  regarded,  but 
as  it  contributed  to  efiablifii  his  own  perfonal  influence  and  authority.  The 
whole  power  of  the  pale,  except  the  partifans  of  Kildare,  were  not  only  fliut 
out  of  favour  and  countenance,  but  even  proteXion.  The  enemies  of  his 
houfe  within  the  pale  were  enflamed  v ith  indignation,  and  all  the  officers 
and  dependants  of  the  Englifii  government  were  terrified  at  a conduX 
which  threatened  utter  fubverfion  to  the  interefts  of  the  crown. 

This  powerful  lord,  who  had  now  poflefled  the  government  of  Ireland  much 
longer  than  any  of  his  predeceflTors  in  that  important  deputation,  experienced 
in  Cardinal  Wolfey  a mortal  enemy ; * and  whether  owing  to  the  influence  of 
the  cardinal  upon  the  mind  of  his  royal  mailer,  or  to  the  king’s  conviXion  of 
the  guilt  and  malpraXices  of  Kildare,  he  was  remanded  over  to  England 
without  delay,  under  a peremptory  mandate  to  commit  the  government  to 

* It  is  reported,  tliat  when  Kildare  had  been  moft  feverely  and  infolently  examined  and  arraigned 
at  the  council  board,  on  his  firft  confinement  fome  years  before,  upon  fnfpicion,  by  his  implacable 
enemy  Cardinal  Wolfey,  that  prelate  was  extremely  mortified  and  humbled  at  the  manly  and  fpirited 
reply  of  the  earl,  and  that  he  fo  far  gave  way  to  his  revenge,  as  to  endeavour  to  have  him  taken  off 
without  any  public  trial,  that  he  might  no  more  offend  the  pride  of  the  cardinal.  He  accordingly 
fent  a mandate  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  tower  for  his  execution  on  the  next  day,  which  was  delivered 
to  him  whilft  at  play  with  Kildare.  The  lieutenant  changed  countenance,  was  challenged  and 
worked  upon  by  Kildare  to  reveal  the  contents  of  the  letter,  and  perfuaded  to  apply  pcrfonally  to  tlie 
king,  who  difclaimed  any  knowledge  of  the  order,  and  to  check  the  faucinefs  of  the  prieft  as  he 
termed  it,  gave  a lignet  for  a countermand,  and  releafed  Kildare.  Speed,  lib.  Cox.  220.  Hence 
may  be  eafily  traced  an  aggravation  of  difaft'edion,  and  perhaps  fome  difpofition  to  revolt  in  Kildare. 
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fome  perfon  in  bis  abfence,  for  \vbom  be  would  be  refponfible:  be  unfortu- 
nately entrufted  it  to  bis  fon  Lord  Tbomas  Fitzgerald,  a youtb  of  inexperi- 
ence and  impetuofity,  wbo  bad  not  yet  attained  bis  age  of  twenty-one  years: 
and  wbo  from  bis  affability  and  perfonal  accomplifliinents  eminently  com- 
manded tbe  affedion  of  tbe  multitude.  It  was  known  in  Ireland,  that  Kildare 
bad  foon  after  bis  landing  in  England  been  committed  to  tbe  Tower:  and 
falfe  reports  were  circulated,  that  be  bad  been  bebeaded.  They  no  fooner  readi- 
ed bis  fon,  than  be  inftantly  flew  out  into  tbe  moll  defperate  rebellion,  and  was 
fupported  by  numerous  malcontents  amongft  tbe  Geraldines,  wbo  bad  been 
prevdoufly  fupplied  with  arms  and  ammunition  by  Kildare  before  bis  departure, 
in  contemplation  of  tbe  probability  of  fucb  an  event.  After  various  mif- 
fortunes  and  difafters  produced  by  tbe  mifeondud  and  temerity  of  tbis  Lord 
Tbomas,  tbe  rebellion  was  fuppreffed  under  tbe  adminiftration  of  Sir  William 
Skeftington;  and  O’Neal  and  O’Connor,  wbo  bad  joined  in  it,  made  tbeir  fub- 
miflion  to  tbe  king.  Lord  Tbomas  bimfelf  bad  been  promifed  bis  pardon,  on 
condition  of  bis  making  perfonal  fubmiflion  to  tbe  king.  He  went  over  to 
England  in  full  confidence:  he  was  however  treacberoufly  ariefted  on  his  way 
to  Windfor,  and  committed  to  tbe  tower,  where  be  was  foon  after  executed  as 
a rebel  and  a traitor.  * But  the  vengeance  of  fucb  a prince  as  Henry  was  not 
to  be  appeafed  by  a Angle  vidtim.  He  affc6ted  to  confider  tbe  fuppreflion  of 
tbe  late  rebellion  as  a new  conqueft  of  Ireland,  and  propofed  it  as  a queftion 
to  be  debated  in  his  council,  whether  be  bad  not  now  acquired  a right  to  feize 
at  once  on  all  the  eftates  of  tbis  kingdom  fpiritual  and  temporal.  But  above 
all,  he  breathed  the  mofl:  infuriated  revenge  againft  tbe  whole  lineage  of  Kil- 
dare. Lord  Gray,  tbe  new  lord  deputy,  received  orders  from  Henry  to  feize 
the  five  uncles  of  Lord  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  and  fend  them  prifoners  to  London. 
Of  tbefe,  three  were  known  to  have  totally  difapproved  and  oppofed  tbe  infur- 
redtion  of  their  nephew,  and  tbe  whole  number  bad  reafon  to  expedl  impunity 
from  the  treaty  made  with  the  rebels.  But  tbis  confidence  proved  tbeir  fnare. 
They  accepted  an  invitation  from  Lord  Gray  to  a banquet,  an  infidious  and 
diflionorable  artifice  of  that  lord  to  get  them  into  bis  power;  they  were  firft 
feafted  with  all  the  appearance  of  amity,  then  made  prifoners  and  conveyed  to 
London,  M’here  they  all  fuffered  tbe  punifliment  of  high  treafon.  There  was 
a younger  branch  of  the  family  of  Kildare,  Lord  Gerald,  a youtb  under 
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twelve  years  of  age,  the  brother  of  Lord  Thomas:  and  the  vengeance  of  the 
king  purfued  even  this  helplefs  and  giiiltlefs  infant;  but  happily  by  the  vi- 
gilance of  his  guardian  he  was  fecretly  conveyed  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  at 
laft  fafely  committed  to  the  prote6llon  of  Cardinal  Pole,  then  in  Italy,  who, 
in  defiance  of  his  declared  enemy  King  Henry,  received  the  young  lord  as  his 
kinfman,  educated  him  fuitably  to  his  birth,  and  by  his  favor  and  fupport 
preferved  him  to  regain  the  honors  of  the  family  of  Kildare.*  This  tyranni- 
cal and  treacherous  condu6l  of  King  Henry  towards  one  of  the  firft  families* 
in  Ireland  is  conclufive  evidence,  that  he  was  little  fuited  to  gain  favor  with 
the  Irkli,  either  within  or  without  the  pale,  in  the  work  of  reformation,  which 
he  had  now  taken  in  hand. 

A party  was  formed  of  the  moll  powerful  fervants  of  the  crown,  who  were 
enemies  to  Kildare.  At  the  head  of  thefe  was  Allan,  archbifliop  of  Dublin, 
the  deprived  chancellor.  He  had  been  trained  in  the  fcene  of  political  in- 
trigue under  his  patron  Wolfey:  he  had  ferved  him  as  judge  in  his  legatine 
court  with  an  attention  and  affiduity  neither  upright  nor  honorable : and 
though  accufed  of  mifdemeanor  and  difmiflTed  from  his  office,  he  was  ftill  pro- 
tected by  the  cardinal,  and  proved  an  ufeful  and  aClive  agent  in  his  favorite 
fcheme  of  the  fuppreffion  of  monafieries.  Wolfey’s  death  had  given  great 
aflurance  to  Kildare,  but  his  creature  Allan  retained  all  his  mailer’s  rancour 
asainll  the  Geraldines.  It  was  at  laft  refolved  to  commiffion  the  Mailer  of 
the  Rolls  in  the  name  of  the  lords  of  the  council  (for  the  major  part  concurred 
in  the  meafure)  to  repair  to  England,  and  lay  the  ftate  of  the  country  before 
the  king,  and  implore  the  i-oyal  interpolition.  The  reprefentation  made  to 
the  king  by  the  agents  of  thefe  lords,  will  further  prepare  our  minds  to  jndge 


* The  Earl  of  Kildare  is  faid  to  have  died  in  prifon  through  grief  at  hearing  of  lus  fon’s  defeat, 
&c.  “ Thomas  late  Earl  of  Kildare  was  with  fome  others  attainted  for  the  infolencies  he  had  done 

“ during  his  deputylhip;  M'hich  a£t  was  repealed  in  the  11th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  Earl  of 
“ Kildare’s  brothers  and  lifters  being  thereby  reftored  to  their  blood,  as  in  King  Edward  VI.  his 
" reign:  Gerald  (Earl  Thomas  his  brother)  was  reftored  to  his- ancient  inheritance,  and  by  Queen 
" Mary',  May  14,  1554,  to  his  honor  and  the  Barony  of  Offaly,  who  returning  the  fame  year  into 
Ireland  was  received  witli  great  applaufe  by  the  people,  though  his  brother  had  been  beheaded 
“ and  five  uncles  hanged  at  Tyburn,  February  3,  1537-”  Borl,  Red.  of  Ireland  to  the  crown  of 
England  104.  The  fame  author  105  informs  us  “ that  this  Lord  Gray  was  in  the  year  1541  be- 
“ headed  on  Tower  hill,  about  June  25,  for  having,  as  it  was  conjectured,  joined  with  Cardinal 
" Pole  and  others  of  the  king’s  enemies,  notwitliftanding  his  good  fervice,  &c.”  He  did  not  long 
furvive  his  treachery.  , 
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fairly  and  impartially  of  the  dlfpofition  of  the  Irlfli  nation  to  fubniit  to  the 
power  and  adopt  the  fyftem  of  reformation  propofed  by  Henry. 

The  IMafter  of  the  Rolls  opened  his  commiffion  by  reprefenting  to  his  IMa- 
jefty  the  confined  extent  of  the  En^lifli  laws,  manners,  language,  and  habit, 
at  length  reduced  to  the  narrow'  compafs  of  twenty  miles:  the  melancholy 
confequence  of  thofe  illegal  exadlions  and  opprelTions,  by  w'hich  the  Englifii 
tenantry  had  been  driven  from  their  fettlemcnts:  the  grievous  tribute,  wdrich 
the  remains  of  thefe  loyal  fubjedts  w^ere  obliged  to  pay  the  Irifli  lords  for  a 
precarious  prote6lion:  the  enormous  jurifdidlions  granted  to  the  lords  of  the 
Englifii  race,  that  favoured  their  opprelfions,  and  Hopped  the  courfe  of  juf- 
tice:  the  rabble  of  difaffedted  Irifii  fettled  purpofely  on  their  lands,  wdioin 
they  oppreifed  with  impunity,  and  w'hom  they  found  their  readied;  inftruments 
for  opprefiing  others:  the  negligence  of  the  king’s  officers  in  keeping  the  re- 
cords: their  unfkilful  condudl  in  the  exchequer:  but  above  all  the  alienation 
of  the  crowm  lands,  which  reduced  the  revenue  to  a ftate  of  dangerous  in- 
fufficiency,  and  left  the  realm  without  fuccour  or  refource.  Many  of  the 
public  diforders  they  afcribed  to  a too  frequent  change  of  governors:  en- 
treating the  king’s  highnefs  that  for  the  future  he  w'ould  be  gracioufiy  pleafed 
to  entrufi:  the  charge  of  his  Irifii  government  to  fome  loyal  fubjedl  fent  from 
his  realm  of  England,  w^hofe  foie  objedt  fiiould  be  the  honor  and  intereft  of 
the  crown,  unconnedled  wdth  Irifii  fadtions,  and  uninfluenced  by  partial 
favor  or  averfion.* 

Henry,  thougfii  impetuous  and  ungovernable  in  his  paffions,  wanted  not 
penetration  to  fee  the  weaknefs  of  his  powTr  over  the  Irifii,  wdio  in  their 
prefent  fituation  were  rather  to  be  foothed  by  policy,  than  compelled  by 
force  into  the  adoption  of  his  meafures.  His  mind  w'^as  now  bent  upon  the 
mofl  effedtual  means  of  introducing  the  reformation  Into  Ireland.  This  was 
a work  not  to  be  effected  by  the  terror  of  that  artillery,  ivitli  which  the 
Lord  Deputy  Skeffington  daunted  and  difperfed  the  undifciplined  and  tu- 
multuary army  of  O'Connor  before  Maynooth,f  and  with  which  he  carried 

* This  ftate  of  grievances  moft  Angularly  coincides  with  others  of  later  dates:  for  it  is  a melan- 
choly truth,  that  for  want  of  an  incorporate  union  with  England,  this  country  has  been  doomed 
for  centuries  to  fuffer  a fimilarity,  as  well  as  continuance  of  opprellion. 

t This  army  confifted  of  about  7000  men,  with  which  Dermod  O’Connor  Don  had  fupplied 
Lord  Thomas  Fitzgerald : it  flattered  the  vanity,  and  gratified  the  feelings  of  this  old  chieftain, 
that  a lord  of  the  pale,  then  an  exile  in  his  territory,  Ihould  apply  for  fuccour  againft  the  Englifti 
government.,  O’Neil  alfb  had  joined  his  forces  with  thofe  of  O’Connor, 
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terror  through  the  nation,  Whilft  Henry  was  elated  at  the  general  and 
prompt  compliance  with  his  fcheme  of  reformation  in  England,  he  refolved 
to  extend  it  yet  further  and  gain  a reception  for  the  new  do6trines  in  Ire- 
land, Accordingly,  Lord  Cromwell,  who  upon  the  death  of  Wolfey  had 
fucceeded  to  as  much  of  his  prince’s  favors,  as  Henry  would  again  bellow 
upon  a fubje61,  in  his  cjuality  of  vicar  general  in  fpirituals,  appointed 
George  Brown,  the  provincial  of  the  Auguftine  Friars,  who  had  been  promi- 
nently confpicuous  in  preaching  up  the  reformation  in  London,  to  fucceed 
Allan  in  the  archiepifcopal  fee  of  Dublin,  He  Avas  fent  over  Avith  other 
commilTioners,  fpecially  inftru6led  and  appointed  to  confer  with  the  clergy 
and  nobility,  in  order  to  procure  a general  acknoAvledgement  of  the  king’s 
fpiritual  fupremacy,*  But  the  talk  Avas  found  more  difficult  than  the  im- 
petuofity  of  the  king,  or  the  faftidious  contempt,  Avhich  the  Englilli  miniller 
entertained  of  this  country,  permitted  them  to  fufpeft.  The  Irilh  had  abori- 
ginally been  enthufiallically  tenacious  of  their  religion,  and  of  the  facrednefs 
of  the  rights  and  chara6ier  of  it’s  minillers.  Accordingly,  as  Leland  after 
Ware  obferves,  Avhen  Europe  had  almoll  unanimoully  declared  againll  the  yoke 
of  ecclefiallical  poAver,  a flight  attempt  made  in  one  province  of  Ireland  to 
circumferibe  the  privileges  of  the  clergy  raifed  a moft  Au'olent  and  infolent 
clamor  among  the  order,  although  it  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  em- 
powering the  civil  magiftrate  to  imprifon  ecclefiaftical  debtors,  “ And,  had,” 
continues  the  learned  do6tor,'|'  “ the  generous  policy  prevailed  of  colle61ing 
“ all  the  inhabitants  into  one  body  of  Englifli  fubje61s,  a union  and  pacifi- 
“ cation  of  ages  mull  have  prepared  the  people  for  the  reformation  noAv  pro- 
“ pofed,” 

:{;No  fooner  had  the  commilTioners  appointed  by  the  king  explained  their 
inllruftions,  and  demanded  an  acknoAvledgment  of  his  fupremacy,  than 
Cromer,  primate  of  Armagh,  an  Englifliman  by  birth,  and  Avho  had  fometimes 
held  the  office  of  chancellor,  openly  and  boldly  declared  againft  an  attempt 
fo  impious,  Difgull  at  being  removed  from  his  office,  and  refentment  at 
the  fe\’erity  exercifed  againll  the  family  of  Kildare,  his  friends  and  patrons, 
might  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  fome  lhare  in  this  oppofition,  Avere  it  neceflary 

* Uflier,  Ware,  Cox,  Leland,  Crawford,  &c, 

t 2 Lei,  158, 

% For  very  obvious  reafons  I have  chofen  to  follow  Dr,  Leland’s  account  of  the  Effect  of 
Archbilbop  Browne’s  Miflion  to  Ireland, 
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to  recur  to  worldly  motives  to  explain  it.  He  furrimoned  the  fufFragans  and 
clergy  of  his  province : and  to  thofe  whom  he  could  colle6t,  he  patheticaiiy 
reprefented  the  danger,  which  now  threatened  the  religion  of  their  anceftors: 
exhorting  them  to  adhere  inviolably  to  the  apoflolic  chair,  by  fuch  argu- 
ments and  motives  as  were  fuited  to  their  underftandings.  He  reminded 
them,  that  their  country  had  been  called  in  the  earlietl  ages  the  Holy  Ifland; 
a convincing  proof  that  it  ever  was  and  is  the  peculiar  property  of  the  holy 
fee,  from  which  the  kings  of  England  derive  their  lordfliip.  He  enjoined 
them  by  his  fpiritual  authority  to  refift  all  innovation,  as  they  tendered  their 
everlafting  felicity : and  pronounced  a tremendous  curfe  againft  all  thofe, 
who  thould  facrilegioufly  acknowledge  the  king’s  fupremacy.  In  the  mean 
time  he  difpatched  two  emiflaries  to  Rome,  to  reprefent  the  danger  of  the 
church,  and  to  entreat  the  interpofitioo  of  the  pontiff  in  defence  of  his  rights 
and  interefls  in  Ireland. 

This  fpirited  oppofition  of  the  moft  eminent  amongft  the  Irifli  prelates, 
enlivened  the  zeal  and  vigor  of  the  friends  of  Rome.  Henry  and  his  mini- 
fter  feem  to  have  imagined,  that  no  one  could  have  prefumed  to  attempt  the 
leaft  refiftance  to  his  royal  will  in  a point,  which  had  been  already  folemnly 
decided  and  eftablifijed  in  England.  His  agents  were  probably  pofTeffed 
with  the  fame  idea.  But  to  their  utter  mortification,  the  king’s  coramiffion 
was  treated  with  indifference  and  negledt;  and  his  vicar,  on  account  of  the 
meannefs  of  his  birth,  became  even  a fubjeft  of  popular  ridicule.*  Arch- 
bifhop  Browne,  with  the  affiflance  of  fome  of  his  fuffragans,  laboured  in 
fupport  of  the  commiffion:  but  he  was  treated  not  only  with  difdain  but 
outrage,  and  his  life  was  expofed  to  danger  from  the  opponents  of  the  refor- 
mation. Such  at  leaft  were  the  apprehenfions  he  expreffed.  He  informed 
Lord  Cromwell  of  his  bad  fuccefs,  and  the  oppofition  of  Cromer : reprefented 
the  melancholy  fituation  of  ecclefiallical  affairs  in  Ireland ; the  extreme 
ignorance  of  the  clergy,  incapable  of  performing  even  the  common  offices, 
and  utter  ftrangers  even  to  the  language,  in  which  they  celebrated  their 
mafs;  and  the  furious  zeal  of  the  people,  whofe  blind  attachment  to  Rome 
was  as  determined,  as  the  conflancy  of  the  moft  enlightened  martyrs  to  the 
true  religion,  who  exulted  in  expectation  of  effectual  fupport  from  the  pope, 

* Archbilhop  Browne  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Lord  Cromwell,  tells  him  with  an  awkward  and 
uncourtly  fimplicity,  the  “ countrie  folk  here  much  hate  your  lordihip,  and  defpitefully  call  you  in 
their  Irilh  tongue,  the  blackfmith's  fon” 
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and  that  lie  M^ould  engage  foine  of  the  old  chieftains  and  particularly  O’Nial, 
the  great  dynaft  of  the  north,  to  rife  in  defence  of  their  religion.  He  recom- 
mended, as  the  moft  vigorous  and  effe61ual  method  of  procedure,  that  an 
Irilli  parliament  fliould  be  affembled  without  delay,  which,  like  the  Englidi 
legiflature,  might  bj  law  enforce  a general  acknoM’ledgment  of  the  king’s 
fupicmacy,  fo  as  to  terrify  the  refradory  and  to  filence  tlieir  oppofition. 
This  advice  was  approved:  and  the  Lord  Gray,  vdio  was  ftill  engaged  in 
fupprelhng  the  disjointed  relids  of  the  Geraldine  rebellion,  received  a com- 
milfion  to  fummon  a parliament,  which  was  accordingly  convened  at  Dublin 
on  the  fil  ft  of  May  1536. 

. So  limited  at  this  time  was  the  jurifdiction  of  the  Irilh  parliament,  or  to 
fpeak  more  properly,  of  the  provincial  alfembly  of  the  pale,  that  the  mafler 
of  the  rolls  reported  to  the  king,  that  his  laws  were  not  obeyed  twenty  miles 
from  his  capital.  Yet  did  Henry  fuccefsfully  exert  every  device  of  art  and 
power  to  render  the  members  that  compofed  it  dudile  and  fubfervient  to  his 
didates.  The  tranfadions  of  the  late  parliament  at  Weftminfter  ^v^ere  holden 
out  to  the  members  convened,  as  a model  of  the  ordinances  the  kine  ex- 
peded  at  their  hands.  Therefore,  as  to  all  the  ads  which  concern  the  re- 
formation of  religion,  the  Irhh  flatutes  are  mere  tranferipts  of  the  Englifh 
ads  upon  the  fame  fubjeds.  The  king  was  declared  fupreme  head  on  earth 
of  the  Church  of  Ireland:  all  appeals  to  Rome  in  fpiritual  caufes  were  taken 
away : the  Englifli  law  againft  flandering  the  king  in  confequence  of  thefe 
innovations  was  enaded  and  confirmed  in  Ireland,  together  with  the  provi- 
fions  made  in  England  for  payment  of  firft  fruits  to  the  king:  and  not  only 
of  the  firft  fruits  of  bilhopricks  and  other  fecular  promotions  in  the  Church 
of  Ireland;  but  by  another  ad  he  was  veiled  with  thofe  of  abbies,  priories,  col- 
leges, and  hofpitals.  By  a further  a6l  the  authority  of  the  hifliop  of  Rome  was 
more  folemnly  renounced,  and  the  maintainers  of  it  in  Ireland  made  fuhjed 
to  a pnemunire.  All  officers  of  every  kind  and  degree  were  required  to  take 
the  oath  of  fupremacy:  and  every  perfon  who  fhould  refufe  it  was  declared,  as 
in  England,  guilty  of  high  treafon.  All  payment  of  penfions  and  filing  for 
difpenfations  and  faculties  to  Rome  were  utterly  prohibited,  by  adopting  the 
Englifh  law  made  for  this  purpofe,  and  accommodating  it  to  Ireland.  By 
one  ad  twelve  religious  houfes  were  fupprelfed:  by  another  the  priory  of  St. 
Wolftan's  was  particularly  fuppreffed;  and  the  demefnes  of  them  all  were 
veiled  in  the  crown. 
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As  to  the  right  of  inheritance  and  fucceffion  of  the  lordfliip  of  Ireland, 
they  pronounced  the  marriage  of  the  king  with  Catharine  of  Arragon  to  be 
null  and  void,  and  the’fentence  of  feparation  by  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury 
to  be  good  and  effeftual.  They  declared  the  inheritance  of  the  crown  to  be 
in  the  king  and  his  heirs  by  Queen  Ann  (of  Roleyn)  ; they  made  it  high 
treafon  to  oppofe  this  fucceffion,  mifprifion  of  treafon  to  (lander  it;  and  ap- 
pointed an  oath  of  allegiance  to  be  taken  by  the  fubjedts  of  Ireland  for  the 
fare  eftabliffiment  of  it  under  the  penalties  of  mifprifion  of  treafon.  But 
fcarcely  had  this  adl  been  paffed,  when  intelligence  arrived  of  the  condemna- 
tion and  death  of  Ann  Boleyn,  and  the  marriage  of  the  king  with  the  Lady 
Jane  Seymour,  With  the  fame  eafe  and  compliance  with  Henry’s  wiffies, 
they  followed  the  fervile  corruption  of  the  Engliffi  parliament,  and  inftantly 
repealed  their  late  a6t,  and  paffed  an  a6t  of  attainder  on  the  late  Queen  Ann, 
George  Boleyn,  Lord  Rochford,  William  Brereton,  and  Mark  Smeaton,  who 
had  been  accufed  as  accomplices  in  the  fuppofed  guilt  of  that  unhappy  lady. 
Both  the  former  marriages  of  Henry  were  by  this  new  a6t  declared  null  and 
void  : the  fucceffion  was  new  modelled,  and  declared  to  be  in  the  king  and 
his  heirs  by  the  Lady  Jane,  his  then  queen ; and,  in  default  of  fuch  heirs, 
the  king  was  empowered  to  difpofe  of  the  inheritance  of  the  lordffiip  of  Ire- 
land (as  of  the  crown  of  England)  by  letters  patent,  or  by  will. 

Other  a6ts  were  made  for  the  encreafe  of  the  king’s  revenue,  and  the  in- 
ternal regulation  of  the  Pale.  The  ufual  fubfidy  of  1 3s.  4d.  on  every  plough 
land  was  granted  for  ten  years.  The  lands  and  honors  of  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk and  other  abfentees  were  veiled  in  the  king,  and  one  twentieth  part  of 
every  fpiritual  promotion  was  granted  to  him  for  ever.  All  penfioiis  paid  by 
the  king’s  fubjefts  to  any  Irilh  fept  were  utterly  aboliffied  ; the  ancient  laws 
againft  marrying  and  follering  with  the  Iriffi  were  revived  in  all  their  feve- 
rity ; and  the  ufe  of  the  Engliffi  order  of  living,  habit,  and  language,  were 
ffri611y  enforced  throughout  the  Pale.  It  Avas  provided,  that  no  eccleliaftical 
preferment  ffiould  be  conferred  on  any,  who  did  not  fpeak  the  Engliffi  lan- 
guage, unlefs  after  three  folemn  proclamations  none  fo  qualified  could  be 
found  ; that  an  Englilli  fchool  lliould  be  kept  in  every  pariffi  ; and  that  fuch 
as  could  not  pay  for  the  education  of  their  children  at  fuch  fchool,  ffiould 
be  obliged  to  employ  them  from  the  age  of  ten  years  in  trade  or  huffiandry. 
To  prevent  walle  of  lands,  either  by  the  fuppreffion  of  monalleries  or  at- 
tainder of  rebels,  commiffioners  were  appointed  to  grant  leafes  of  all  crown 

lands ; 


56 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


lands  ; and  others  for  pardoning’  any  perfons  concerned  in  the  late  rebellion, 
M’ho  fliould  fubinit  within  a given  time,  except  fuch  as  had  been  attainted  by 
name.  Thefc  were  named  in  the  very  firft  a6t  of  this  parliament,  intituled, 
An  aB  for  the  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Kildare  and  others. 

Such  were  the  laws  which  this  corrupt  and  fervile  parliament  paffed  to  gra- 
tify the  refentment,  lufi:,  avarice,  and  ambition  of  Henry.* * * §  Ingenuity 
could  not  have  devifed  a colleftion  of  laws  more  emphatically  calculated  to 
render  the  Englifli  power  contemptible  and  odious  to  the  Irifli  nation.  This 
policy  of  the  Englifli,  to  difeourage  all  connexion  of  the  colony  with  the 
native  Irifli,  it  has  been  lately  obferved,!  not  “ to  be  reconciled  to  any 
“ principle  of  found  policy  : it  was  a declaration  of  perpetual  war,  not  only 

againfl  the  native  Irifli,  but  agaiiift  every  perfon  of  Englifli  blood,  who 
“ had  fettled  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Pale,  and  from  motives  of  perfonal 
“ iiitereftor  convenience  had  formed  connexions  with  the  natives,  or  adopted 
“ their  laws  and  cuftoms  ; and  it  had  the  full  effeX,  which  might  have  been 
“ expeXed  : it  drew  clofer  the  confederacy  it  was  meant  to  diffolve,  and  im- 
“ plicated  the  colony  of  the  Pale  in  ceafelefs  warfare  and  contention  with 
“ each  other,  and  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  diftriXs.” 

As  the  religion  profeffed  by  thofe  ivithin  and  thofe  without  the  Pale  was 
at  this  time  one  and  the  fame  in  every  refpeX,  an  obfervation  of  the  fame 
illuftrious  perfonage,  to  whofe  authority  I have  juft  referred,  ajiplies  indif- 
criminately  to  both  ; J it  teas  equally  hopelefs  and  impolitic  to  call  upon  the 
people  at  once  to  abjure  the  religion  of  their  ancefors,  and  to  fuhfcribe  to 
Qiexo  doBrines.  Accordingly,  fays  Dr.  Leland,§  the  laws  for  the  regulation 
of  the  Pale,  and  even  thofe  which  declare  the  right  of  fucceftion  to  the 
throne,  were  received  without  oppofition.  But  thofe  relative  to  ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiXion  had  all  the  violence  of  religious  enthufiafm  to  encounter.  The 
Romifh  party  had  colleXed  their  adherents,  and  were  prepared  for  a vigoi  ous 
contention.  The  two  proXors  from  each  diocefe,  who  had  ufually  been  fum- 
moned  to  parliament,  compofed  a formidable  body  of  ecclefiaftics,  avowed 


* This  tyrannical  monarch  had  equally  fubdued  our  own  parliament  in  England,  when  he  forced 
from  them  that  iniquitous  law,  that  gave  to  a royal  proclamation  the  full  efteft  of  an  a6l  of  par- 
liament. 

f Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Clare  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  10th  February,  1800,  p.  5. 

J Same  fpeech,  p.  7.  ^ 
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adherents  to  the  holy  fee.  They  claimed  to  be  members  of  the  legitlative 
body,  and  to  have  a^  full  right  of  fuffrage  in  every  public  queftion  : it  there- 
fore became  necelfary,  before  the  act  of  fupremacy  fliould  be  propofed,  to 
define  their  rights’.  It  was  declared  by  a,  previous  a6l,  that  their  claim  was 
prefumptuous  and  groundlefs;  that  they  were  fummoned  merely  as  coun- 
fellors  and  affiftants,  (as  the  King’s  judges  and  other  learned  men  had  de- 
cided) and  that  from  the  firlt  day  of  that  parliament  they  thould  be  accepted 
and  taken  as  counfellors  and  affiftants  only,  whofe  afient  and  concurrence 
were  by  no  means  neceffary  to  any  parliamentary  tranfadlion.* 

Although  the  partizans  of  Rome  were  thus  deprived  of  the  affiftance  of 
fo  powerful  a body,  yet  v'hen  the  a6l  of  fupremacy  came  to  be  propofed. 
Lords  and  Commons  joined  in  expreffing  their  abhorrence  of  the  fpiritual 
authority  afiumed  by  the  King,  Avhilfi:  the  minifters  of  the  royal  party  were 
equally  determined  in  defence  of  it.  Archbifliop  Browne  took  the  firft  part 
in  fupporting  the  propriety  of  this  adl,  by  fuch  arguments  as  probably  had 
their  weight  upon  his  own  mind,  and  were  more  likely  to  influence  his  hearers, 
than  thofe  of  greater  force  and  folidity.  He  pleaded  the  authority  of  the 
Popes  themfelves  againft  the  ufurpation  of  Rome ; fo  that  iit  aflerting  the 
king's  fupremacy,  he  claimed  no  more  than  what  Eleutherius,  bifliop  of 
Rome,  had  granted  to  Lucius,  the  firft:  Chriftian  King  of  the  Britons  : but 
the  argument  he  concluded  with,  was  moft  likely  to  confound  oppofition  ; 
he  pronounced  thofe,  who  made  any  difficulty  of  concurring  with  him,  to 
have  no  right  to  be  regarded  or  treated  as  loyal  fubjedts.f  Fear  ferved  to 

* This  aft,  intituled,  AS  ogainjl  ProBors  to  be  any  Member  of  the  Parliament,  was  paffed, 
and  by  a retrofpeftive  operation  from  the  firft  day  of  the  feffions,  difqualified  this  lai'ge  body  of 
two  clergymen  from  each  diocefe,  who  had  been  regularly  fummoned  to  parliament,  from  voting 
as  they  ufually  had  at  all  times  done.  By  the  aft  they  are  'aflimilated  to  our  Englilh  convocation, 
that  ufually  meets  at  the  fame  time  as  the  parliament.  The  reafon  why  the  Englilh  members  of  the 
convocation  had  no  vote  in  parliament  was,  that  at  that  time  they  taxed  themfelves,  and  formed  a 
fort  of  third  eftate,  reprefen  ting  the  ecclefiaftical  property  of  the  nation,  which  reafon  would  give 
them  a right  to  vote  in  the  Irilh  parliament,  becaufe  in  that  country  there  was  no  convocation. 
However,  their  expulfion  from  parliament,  whetlier  right  or  wrong,  was  to  anfwer  the  defigns  of 
Henry,  and  muft  have  tended  to  irritate  a nation,  which  ever  held  the  minifters  of  their  religion  in 
the  higheft  eftimation, 

-j-  In  this  he  adhered  clofely  to  the  fpirit  of  the  aft,  which  makes  the  refufal  to  fwear  to  the  fu- 
premacy an  aft  of  high  treafon.  This  curious  fpecimen  of  Archbifhop  Browne’s  eloquence  is  to  be 
feen  in  Sir  R.  Cox,  l vol.  249. 
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allay  the  violence  of  fiich  as  could  not  be  perfuaded  ; and  the  moft  deter- 
mined partizans  of  Rome  were  obliged  to  referve  themfelves  for  a clandeftine 
oppofition  to  the  execution  of  a law,  which  they  could  not  prevent  from  being 
enacted. 

At  this  period  of  the  Irifh  hiftory,  the  whole  Iridi  nation,  within  and  with- 
out the  Pale,  was  Catholic.  Archbifliop  Browne  and  the  other  commif- 
fioners,  together  with  the  minifters  and  royal  party,  whom  they  had  gained 
over  to  the  reformation,  were  the  only  Proteftants  in  the  country.  The 
hand  of  power  was  therefore  called  in  to  compel  fubmiffion  to  thefe  a6ls  thus 
forced  upon  the  nation.  The  royal  party,  who  had  poffefled  themfelves  of 
the  reins  of  power  within  the  Pale,  aware  of  the  confequences  of  their  abufmg 
it,  ere  the  feffion  was  over,  paffed  a fpecial  aft,  to  make  it  felony  to  attempt 
to  invalidate  any  of  the  laws  paffed  during  this  feffion  of  the  parliament. 
And  no  Avonder,  as  Leland  obferves,  that  to  thefe  vigorous  counfels  and  de- 
cifions  of  the  legiflature,  it  was  at  this  time  peculiarly  neceffary  to  add  an 
extraordinary  vigilance  and  aftivity  in  the  field.  It  was  obvious  to  forefee, 
that  religious  controverfy  muft  aggravate  and  protraft  the  diforders  fo  long 
and  fo  grievoufly  experienced  in  this  country.  Rightly  then  was  it  faid, 
*At  this  time  a nexo  fchifm  arofe,  which  has  been  the  bane  and  pejiilence  of 
Irelaiid.  The  queftion  of  papal  authority  threatened  to  divide  thofe,  who 
had  hitherto  been  mofi;  united  ; and  whilfi;  the  king’s  fubjefts  within  the  Pale, 
Avho  difapproved  the  late  regulations,  were  thus  in  danger  of  being  feduced 
from  their  allegiance,  at  the  fame  time  a new  bond  of  union  was  formed 
arnongft  the  old  Irilh  chieftains.  Formerly  to  their  petty  fepts  (called  na- 
tions') their  views  had  ever  principally  been  confined : then  their  temporal 
interefts  were  feparate,  and  their  mutual  enmities  frequent,  fierce,  and  ran- 
corous. Bnt  noAV  the  defence  of  their  ancient  religion  Avas  inculcated  as  the 
caufe  of  all,  and  afforded  a neAv  pretence  for  infurreftion  ; a pretence  Avhich 
operated  fo  poAverfully  upon  the  Irilh,  that  it  feemed  almoft  for  the  time  to- 
have  abforbed  the  other  numerous  and  heavy  grievances,  Avhich  Henry  had 
accumulated  upon  their  nation.  Whoever  makes  the  fair  alloAvances  for  the 
workings  of  thofe  principles  and  opinions,  Avhich  have  been  inculcated  into 

* Lord  Clare’s  fpeeeh,  7.  Ih  this  inftance  we  may  be  allowed  to  hope,  that  the  noble  Earl 
was  lefs  accurate  in  predifting  the  future  than  in  rehearting  the  paft : for  he  continues,  “ It  has 

rendered  her  a blank  amidft  the  nations  of  Europe,  and,  will,  I fear,  long  continue  to  retard  her 
" progrefs  in  the  civilized  world.” 
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the  pliancy  of  early  youth,  and  which  in  every  ftage  of  life  have  been  en- 
forced and  levered  as  the  firft  concern  of  man ; whoever  vicAvs  a people  of 
high  national  honor,  filled  with  the  pride  of  anceftry,  cnthufiaftically  devoted 
to  the  minifters  of  their  religion,  of  quick  fympathy  and  tboughtlefs  im- 
petuofity ; whoever  confiders  that  a finall  number  of  invaders  had,  for 
centuries,  claimed  the  fovereignty  of  the  whole,  and  by  force,  oppreffion, 
and  terror  adlually  kept  pofleflion  of  the  fele6l  parts  of  their  country,  muft 
necefiarily  perceive  the  eftedts  which  human  nature,  ever  uniform  in  her 
operations,  mull  have  produced  under  thefe  circumftances  of  provocation 
and  opprefiion.  Every  jiart  of  the  fyftem  was  calculated  for  ends  diametri- 
cally oppofite  to  thofe  of  union.  Archbifiiop  Browne,  the  great  agent  of  the 
Irilh  Reformation,  found  the  utmoft  difficulty  even  in  the  feat  of  government 
to  counterad  the  fecret  pradifes  of  Cromer  and  his  party.  The  very  clergy 
of  his  cathedral  oppofed  his  attempt  to  remove  their  images  and  relics,  and 
had  fent  a Ipecial  emifiary  to  Rome  to  exprefs  their  devotion  to  the  holy 
father,  and  to  implore  his  interpofition  in  fupport  of  his  fpiritual  authority 
in  Ireland.*  So  ignorant  Avere  the  Romifli  partizans  of  the  inflexible  and 
determined  fpirit  of  Henry,  that  they  addrefled  themfelves  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  and  hoped  by  his  mediation  to  divert  the  king  from  his  fcheme  of 
reformation  in  Ireland.  Several  of  the  moft  refpedable  incumbents  of  the 
diocefe  of  Dublin  chofe  to  refign  their  benefic-es  rather  than  acknoAvledge 
the  king’s  fpiritual  fupremaey  : nor  did  the  neAV  regal  archbifiiop  dare  to  fill 
their  vacancies,  till  he  had  confulted  his  patron  Lord  Cromwell.  He  re- 
peated his  complaints  to  this  minifter  of  the  difficulties  he  experienced  from 
the  ignorance  and  obftinacy  of  the  clergy,  Avith  an  infinuation,  that  he  Avas 

* No  motive  that  can  be  conceived  to  eftrange  the  Irifli  from  the  Englilli  at  this  time  was 
omitted ; nothing  negledled  that  could  tend  to  provoke  infurreftion,  or  enfure  its  punilhment. 
The  Irilh  annalilis  tell  us,  that  thofe  who  were  commitlioned  to  enforce  the  fpiritual  fupremaey  of 
the  king,  feized  the  moft  valuable  utenlils  and  furniture  of  the  churches,  which  they  expofed  to 
fale  without  decency  or  referve.  Lord  Gray  burnt  the  cathedral  of  Down,  and  deftroyed  the 
ancient  monuments  of  the  Saints  Patrick,  Bridget,  and  Columbkille.  The  crucifix  of  the  abbey 
of  Ballibagan,  and  the  celebrated  crozier  believed  to  have  belonged  to  St.  Patrick,  which  the 
natives  at  all  times  held  in  great  relative  veneration,  were  indignantly  committed  to  the  flames 
as  objects  of  fuperftitious  idolatry.  The  violence  done  by  one  party  to  the  feelings  and  favorite 
prepofleffions  of  the  other,  fuperadded  to  numberlefs  provocations  and  infults,  produced  collilions 
in  the  body  politic  that  threatened  its  very  exiftence. 
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not  as  ftrenuoufly  fupportcd  by  government  as  the  critical  occafion  requirecL 
This  archbifliop  (as  from  his  conventual  habits  was  to  be  expedled)  was 
flightl}'’  converfant  with  the  pradtical  delufions  and  intrigues  of  cabinets 
and  courts.  Expecting  when  he  undertook  this  milfion,  that  his  zeal  and 
enthuliafm  for  reform  would  have  been  backed  by  all  the  energy  of  the 
Rate,  he  forely  lamented  his  difappointment,  and  in  a letter  to  his  patron 
he  faid,  “ the  viceroy  is  of  little  or  no  power  with  the  old  natives,  therefore 
“ your  lordlliip  will  expedt  of  me  no  more  than  I am  able.”  This  prelate 
was  fent  as, it  were  on  a fingle  combat  againft  the  whole  hierarchy  of  the 
Irilh  church  : true  it  is,  that  he  commanded  all  the  lures  and  incentives  that 
the  Rate  could  furnifh,  and  his  apprehenfions  of  the  effedts  of  forcing  the 
natives  to  relinquilh  their  own,  and  adopt  another  fyRem  of  religion,  have 
been  forcibly  felt  after  the  lapfe  of  more  than  two  centuries ; and  are  thus 
exprelfed  by  Div  Leland.*  “ Ever  fmee  the  RrR  fettleraent  of  the  EngliRi- 
“ men  in  Ireland,  the  old  natives  have  alwa3's  been  defirous  of  fome  foreign 
“ power  to  fupport  and  govern  them  : and  now  both  Englifh  and  Irifli 
“ facrifice  their  private  quarrels  to  the  caufe  of  religion,  and  feem  on  the 
“ point  of  forming  a dangerous  confederacy,  which  fome  foreigner  may 
“ foon  be  invited  to  lead  againft  the  Englifli  government.” 

Nearly  four  centuries  had  elapfed  fince  the  invafion  of  Ireland  by  the 
Englifli ; this  Avhole  fpace  of  time  had  been  a chequered  feene  of  arrogant 
opprelfion  or  fervile  humiliation  ; intemperate  conqueft.pr  calamitous  defeat ; 
rancorous  perfidy  or  hoftile  outrage.  Fierce,  cruel,  and  vindidlive  as-  the 
Irifli  were  to  each  other,  never  till  now  did  religion  afford  fuel  to  infurrec- 
tion.  Immorality,  floth,  ignorance,  perfidy,  cruelty,  and  incontinence  had 
been  their  mutual  recriminations : both  profeffed  the  principles,  from  which 
thefe  were  deviations:  they  both  agreed  in  faith  and  communion  upon 
fpiritual  points ; but  on  temporal  diRerences,  they  fought,  betrayed,  and 
maflacred  each  other.  But  from  the  introdudlion  of  the  reformation  into 
Ireland,  we  are  to  look  for  religious  differences  fuperadded  to  the  former  feeds 
of  internal  diffeiitions. 

O’Nial,  O’Biyan,  and  feveral  other  Irifli  chieftains  of  lefs  repute  made  the 
defenee  of  their  religion  the  caufe  or  the  pretext  for  rifing  in  arnfs  againft 
the  Englifli  government.  They  failed,  and  fubmitted  to  Henry;  and  their 


* Z.Leland,  p..l7l. 
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examples  were  folloAred  by  feveral  other  native  dynafts.  Henry  began  to 
learn  by  experience,  that  his  power  over  the  Irilh  would  encreafe  more  rapidly 
by  grace  and  favors,  than  by  feverity  and  force  : he  therefore  adopted  a new 
fyftem  ; he  held  out  every  encouragement  to  the  native  chieftains  to  fubmit 
to  his  government;  he  bellowed  favors,  honors,  and  titles  upon  feveral 
of  the  chief  families  of  thofe  who  came  in,  and  induced  them  to  refort  to 
his  court,  where  he  honoured  them  Avith  particular  marks  of  attention,  and 
loaded  them  with  prefen ts.* 

Thefe  new  lords  thus  conftituted  peers  of  parliament,  and  members  of  the 
Irifli  council,  were  to  be  allured  to  an  intercourfe  with  the  king’s  fervants, 
and  habituated  to  an  attendance  on  the  Rate,  fo  as  to  preferv^e  (at  lead,  ex- 
teriorly) their  attachment,  and  reconcile  them  to  Englifli  government.  For 
this  purpofe  the  king  granted  to  each  of  the  new  earls  a houfe  and  lands  near 
Dublin,  for  their  more  convenient  attendance  on  the  lord  lieutenant  and 
parliament.  They,  as  Avell  as  many  other  of  the  principal  chieftains,  fur- 
rendered  their  poffeffions  into  the  king’s  hands,  and  accepted  of  frefli  grants 
of  them  from  the  crown  of  England  to  be  holden  by  military  fervice. 
The  Reformation  made  confiderable  progrefs  Arith  the  great,  Avho  had 
fomething  to  gain  by  it;  but  it  advanced  more  floAvly,  as  it  ever  fmce 
has  done,  Avith  the  loAver  orders,  f 

* Ulial  de  Burgo  was  created  earl  of  Clanricarde  and  baron  of  Dunkellan : Murrough  O’Brien 
earl  of  Thoraond  and  baron  of  Inchequin ; and  his  fon  Connor  baron  of  Ibracken ; O’Nial  re- 
nounced his  name,  promifed  to  follow  the  Englllli  manners  and  l^ws,’and  accepted  of  the  title  of 
earl  of  Tyrowen  •,  and  his  fon  was  by  the  fame  patent  created  baron  of  Dungannon. 

I The  obfervations  of  thofe,  who  remark  that  the  bulk  of  the  Irith  nation  adhere  to  their  ancient 
faith  more  from  fatliion,  prejudice,  and  influence,  than  from  convidtion,  are  futile  in  the  extreme. 
No  nation  was  fo  fyftem atically  devoted  as  the  Irifh  to  the  will,  didlates,  and  example  of  their 
chieftains.  At  prefent  almoft  the  whole  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland  are  proteflants, 
and  above  two-thirds  of  the  population  are  catholic.  Not  only  a very  fevere  code  of  penal  laws 
has  long  prelfed  upon  thefe  lower  ranks  of  fociety  as  well  as  upon  the  higher  orders  j but  from  die 
beginning  of  the  Reformation,  over  and  above  thefe  ftatute  laws,  we  find  the  great  men  of  the 
nation  who  followed  die  example  of  Henry  in  renouncing  the  See  of  Rome,  armed  with  the  mofl: 
arbitrary  powers,  and  obliging  themfelves  to  exert  them  in  exterminating  fuch  of  their  vaflals, 
clans,  or  fepts,  who  fhould  refufe  to  follow  their  example  of  conformity.  We  are  informed  that 
O’Connor,  and  O’Dwyn  or  Dun,  and  O’Donnell  covenanted  with  Henry,  on  the  6th  of  Auguft, 
33  Hen.  VIII,  (A.  D.  1542.)  by  their  feparate  indentures,  that  “ they  would  renounce,  relinquifli, 
“ and  annihilate,  according  to  their  abilities,  the  ufurped  authority  and  primacy  of  the  Roman 
“ pontiff"}  and  by  no  means  receive,  proteft,  or  defend  thofe  who  fliould  adhere  unto  him;  nor 
, • “ fulfer 
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'To  fecond  the  dilpofition  of  the  Irifli,  which  now  appeared  favorable  to 
peace,  and  to  give  weight  and  brilliancy  to  the  Englifli  government,  it  was 
refolved  to  change  the  ftyle  of  Lof'd  of  Ireland,  with  which  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land had  hitherto  been  contented,  to  that  of  King.  It  was  refolved  in  the 
Englidi  cabinet,  that  the  Irifli  parliament  Ihould  confer  the  title  of  King  of 
Ireland  upon  Henry,  and  his  heirs.*  St.  Leger  was  commiflioned  to  fummon 
a parliament ; and  by  the  firft  a61;  thereof  it  is  ena6ted,  that  forafmiich  as  the 
king,  and  his  progenitors,  ever  rightfully  enjoyed  all  authority  royal  by  the 
name  of  Lords  of  Ireland,  but  for  lack  of  the  title  of  king  were  not  duly 
obeyed,  his  liighnefs,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  diould  have  the  ftile  and  honor 
of  King  of  Ireland,  and  that  it  fliould  be  deemed  high  treafon  to  impeach 
that  title,  or  to  oppofe  the  royal  authority.  Some  falutary  Ratutes  regu- 
lating the  procefs  of  law  were  enabled  in  this  felTion  of  parliament;  and  an 
excellent  law  was  paffed  relative  to  elections  of  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
liament, by  which  it  was  enabled,  that  tUofe  who  were  in  future  to  ha\'e  a 
right  of  voting  were  to  be  poifelfed  in  freehold  of  forty  flrillings  a year  ; and 
that  fuch  as  were  eleded  for  counties,  cities,  and  towns,  fliould  be  relident 
in  the  places,  for  which  they  were  ele6led.  This  was  a moft  wife  ordinance 
in  order  to  keep  alive  the  true  fpirit  and  duty  of  the  ele61ed ; as  ftrangers 
and  non-refidents  never  can  fo  well  know,  much  lefs  attend  to  the  interefts 
of  their  eleftors,  as  thofe  who  live  amongft  them.  In  this  parliament  an  aft 
was  alfo  paffed  for  the  fuppreffion  of  Kilmainham  and  other  religious  houfes, 
and  in  furtherance  of  the  Reformation  upon  the  jifree  furrenders  and  grants 

of 

" fufFer  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  cxift  in  their  country,  but  would,  with  all  induftry  and  diligence, 
“ expell,  ejeft,  and  exterminate  them  and  every  of  them,  and  force  and  compell  them  to  fubmit 
“ themfelves  to  the  lord  the  king  and  his  fuccelfors.”  It  is  faid,  that  Hugh  O'Kelly,  abbot  of 
Knockmoy,  fubmitted  alfo  in  this  form;  as  did  likewife  O’Rourke,  M'Donnel,  and  M‘ William, 
on  the  18th  of  May,  1543.  Other  forms  may  alfo  be  feen  in  Sir  R.  Cox,  l vol.  p.  273.  This 
example  however,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  has  been  followed  by,  comparatively,  few.  This 
fliarp-edged  fword  of  perfecution  put  into  the  hands  of  individuals,  was  little  calculated  to  promote 
the  union  of  the  country.  ^ 

* The  eollation  of  this  royal  dignity  by  the  Iritli  nation  alone,  is  a proof  and  a full  recognition  by 
England,  of  the  abfolute  fovereignty  and  independence  of  the  Irilh  nation. 

* This  a6t  was  announced  with  great  joy  and  exultation,  and  was  followed  up  with  a royal 
proclamation,  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No  IV. 

Henry,  in  order  to  carry  the  objeds  of  this  parliament,  had  made  his  terras  with  feveral  from 
whom  he  expefted  ojjpofition:  immediately  before  the  firft  felfion,  he  created  John  Rawfon,  late 

prior 
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of  the  fuperiors.  The  county  of  Meath  was  divided  into  two  fliires,  for  a 
reafon,  Avdiich  proves  what  a little  way  from  the  capital  the  jurifdidlion  of 
parliament,  and  the  Englifli  law,  and  the  authority  of  the  crown  then  adtually 
extended.*  Meath  was  divided  into  two  counties,  viz.  Eaft  and  Weft  Meath. 
One  a6l  liowev^er  was  palled  in  this  parliament  which,  moft  injudicioully, 
tended  to  create  frelli  jealoufies,  and  alienate  the  affeftions  of  the  Irilli. 
It  was  enadled,  that  on  the  death,  refignation,  or  recall  of  a deputy,  the 
chancellor  lliould  iffue  writs  to  the  privy  councellors  to  aflcmble  and  chufe 
for  governor,  during  the  king’s  pleafure,  a layman  of  Englilli  birth,  and  if 
none  fuch  could  be  procured,  two  laymen  of  Englilli  blood  and  furname  to 
be  lords  juftices,  to  whom  the  lord  chancellor  Ihould  adminifter  the  oath 
and  give  patents.  This  diftindlion  in  favor  of  the  Englilli  to  the  exclufion 
of  the  Irilh,  foreboded  ill  to  the  interefts  and  profperity  of  Ireland.  To  tlie 
Irilh  at  leaft  it  mull  have  appeared  evident,  that  men  born  and  having  pro- 
perty in  that  country,  who  had  a natural  intereft  in,  and  therefore  a necelTary 
knowledge  of  the  people,  laws,  and  conftitution,  and  who  commanded 
every  opportunity  of  obferving  circumftances  that  affedled  them,  were  the 
perfons  the  moft  natural,  moft  proper,  and  bell  qualified  to  prefide  in  the 
government. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  acls  of  the  Irilh  parliament  went  generally  to  alfedl 
the  whole  kingdom,  yet  fo  fenfible  were  the  legillators  themfelves  of  the 
difference  between  fuch  nominal  a6ls  and  efficient  laws,  that  this  very  par- 
liament fettled  fome  ordinances  of  Hate  for  the  regulation  of  fuch  parts  of 
the  kingdom  as  were  without  the  Pale.  Thefe  were  not  entirely  confonant 


prior  of  Kilmainham,  vifcount  Clantarfe ; Edward  Butler,  baron  of  Dunboyne;  Bernard  Fitzpatrick, 
baron  of  Upper  OfTory ; Sir  Oliver  Blanket,  baron  of  LoutJi ; William  Bermlngham,  baron  of  Car- 
bry ; and  Thomas  Euftace,  vifcount  of  Baltinglafs.  Thus  peerages  and  promotions  were  dealt  out 
with  a prodigal  hand,  and  in  order  to  raife  an  emulation  in  all  who  had  the  power  of  thwarting 
his  meafures,  the  king  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed  in  parliament,  that  it  was  his  royal  intention 
to  confer  more  ; thus  pointing  out  unlimited  devotion  to  his  withes  as  the  fare  and  only  road  to 
preferment. 

* For  as  much  as  the  thire  of  Meth  is  great  and  large  in  circuit,  and  the  weft  part  thereof  laid 
about  and  befet  with  divers  of  the  king’s  rebels,  and  that  in  feveral  partes  thereof  the  king’s  writs, 
for  lacke  of  miniftration  of  juftice,  have  not  of  late  been  obeyed,  ne  his  grace’s  lawes  put  in  due 
exercife  : and  that  the  faid  Iheriffe  of  the  faid  fliire  (being  one  of  the  Pale)  • is  not  able  to  execute 
the  king’s  procefs  and  precepts,  &c.  Preamble  of  the  Abl. 
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with  the  Englifli  laws,  but  fuch  as  might  tend  to  the  gradual  reformation 
of  thofe,  who  (as  the  preamble  of  thefe  ordinances  exprefles  it)  were  not  “ fo 
“ perfectly-acquainted  with  the  laws,  that  they  could  at  once  live  and  be 
“ governed  by  them. They  were  publiflied  by  way  of  proclamation,  on  the 
12th  of  July,  1542.*  And  although  no  attempts  were  as  3'et  made  to  intro- 
duce any  new  fyftem  of  jurifprudence  into  other  quarters  of  the  ifland,  yet  a 
number  of  commiffioners  were  appointed  for  each  province,  who  were  to 
exercife  the  office  of  the  ancient  Brehons,  to  hear  and  decide  occafional 
controverfies,  or  refer  them  to  the  deputy  or  council,  where  the  caufe  was 
perplexed  or  the  parties  obtlinate.'j'  ^ . 

Ere  we  conclude  the  reign  of  Henry,  under  which  fuch  vaft  changes  werq, 
attempted  in  Ireland,  we  cannot  better  view  the  civil  hate  of  the  nation  at 
the  clofe  of  his  days,  than  in  the  perfpeClive  given  of  it  by  Sir  John  Davis 
“ For  all  this  while,  the  provinces  of  Conaght  and  Ulfter,  and  a good  parte 
of  Leinfter,  were  not  reduced  to  diire  ground.  And  though  JMounfler  were 
“ anciently  divided  into  counties,  the  people  were  fo  degenerate,  as  no  juf- 
tice  of  affize  durft  execute  his  coinmiffion  amongft  them.  None  of  the 
“ Iriffi  lords  or  tenants  were  fettled  in  their  polfeffions  by  auie  graunte  or 
‘‘  confirmation  of  the  crowne,  except  the  three  great  earls  before  named  ; 
“ who,  notwithftanding,  did  govern  their  tenants  and  followers  by  the  Irifli 

* They  were  called  temporary  conftitutions  made  by  the  lord  deputy  and  council  in  magno  par- 
liament 0 pro  reformatione  habitantium  liiijus  regni  in  partibus  Momonice  qui  nonditm  ftc  fapiunt  leges 
etjnra,  nt  fecimdum  eajam  immediate  vivere  out  regi  pojfunt.  Any  public  a6t  of  parliament  to  this 
effeft  would  have  been  inconfiftent  with  the  ftatutes  publilhed  in  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII.  therefore 
this  half-meafured  compromife  came  out  as  an  a6l  of  the  deputy  and  council,  and  was  notified  to 
the  fubjeft  by  way  of  proclamation.  For  the  ordinances,  vide  App.  No.  V. 

f Sir  John  Davis  gives  us  the  names  of  tliefe  commiffioners,  whom  he  calls  Orderers  or  Arbi- 
iraters,  who,  inftead  of  thefe  Iriflr  Brehons,  fliould  heare  and  determine  all  their  controverfies. 
In  Conaght — the  Archbiflrop  of  Tuam,  the  Bifliop  of  Clonfert,  Captain  Wakeley,  and  Captain 
Ovington.  In  Munfter — the  Bifliop  of  Waterford,  the  Bifhop  of  Cork  and  Rofs,  the  Mayor  of 
Corke,  and  the  Mayor  of  Youghall.  In  Ulfter — the  Archbifliop  of  Ardmagh,  and  the  Lord  of 
Low,th.  Difc.  p.  243-4. 

} Difc.  p.  247.  I am  ever  happy  to  recur  to  his  authority  : of  which  the  moft  ledrned  Irifli 
antiquarian  of  latter  days  (Thomas  O’Connor)  faid,  that  the  Difcoveiy  of  Sir  John  Davis  is  incom- 
parably the  moft  valuable  work  on  the  fubje6t.  It  is  contrafted  within  a fmall  compafs,  but  indeed 
fuperior  to  all  the  reft  united,  for  obtaining  a juft  idea  of  the  civil  evils,  which  by  a neceflfary  recoil 
bring  on  a remedy,  and  force  the  worft  ftate  of  th'mgs  into  a better.  Pref,  to  the  Ogygia 
vindicated. 
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or  Brehon  law,  fo  as  no  treafon,  murtlier,  rape,  or  theft,  committed  in  thofe 
“ countries,  was  enquired  of  or  punifhed  by  the  law  of  England.”  And  he 
alfo  remarks  : “ That  the  abbies  and  religious  houfes  in  Tyrone,  Tirconnel, 
“ and  Fermanagh,  though  they  were  dilfolved  in  the  33d  year  of  Henry  VHI. 
“ were  never  furveyed  nor  reduced  into  charge,  but  were  continually  pof- 
“ feffed  by  the  religious  perfons  until  the  reign  of  James  I.” 

In  this  Rate  of  things,  O'Neal,  O’Donnel,  O’Dogherty,  and  fome  other 
Irhli  chieftains,  cither  repenting  of  their  too  hafty  fubmiffion,  or  weary  of 
their  dependance  upon  the  Englifli,  propofed  terms  to  the  French  king  to 
become  his  fubje6ls,  on  condition  of  his  fending  over  a fufficient  force 
to  enable  them  to  fliake  off  the  Englifli  yoke.  Francis  the  Firft  fent  over 
the  Bifliop  of  Valence  to  reconnoitre  and  report  to  him  the  fituation  of  the 
country,  and  the  probability  of  expelling  the  Englifli.  This  prelate  found 
the  chieftain  of  Tyrconnel  and  fome  other  of  the  Irifli  dynafls  to  whom  he 
applied,  either  fo  ftaunch  to  their  engagements  vuth  Henry,  or  fo  averfe  from 
fubmitting  to  a foreign  yoke,  that  the  French  monarch  declined  engaging 
in  the  affair.  On  the  other  hand  the  Irifli  fliewed  themfelves  ever  ready  to 
fight  the  battles  of  England ; and  Henry  was  attended  to  the  fiege  of  Bo- 
logne  by  a confiderable  body  of  Irifli  infantry,  who  diftinguiflied  themfelves 
by  their  adivity  and  proirefs.*  The  enemy  was  aftoniflied  at  the  agility  with 
which  they  made  incurlions  for  feveral  leagues  into  their  country,  and  the 
ferocity  with  which  they  attacked,  feifed,  or  deflroyed  all  they  met.  Henry, 
by  his  wars  on  the  continent  and  other  expences,  having  exhaufted  his 
treafury,  adopted  a nieafure  which  rendered  him  unpopular  even  with  his 
own  fubje6ts  of  the  Pale  ; for  as  yet  thofe  without  it  could  not  be  fo  called. 
He  ordered  bafe  money  to  be  coined  in  Ireland,  and  flamping  it  with  a 
nominal  value,  he  made  it  current,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  people,  efpecially 
of  the  foldiers. 

The  fliort  reign  of  our  infant  Edward  was  confiderecl,  by  Sir  John  Davis, 
to  have  been  of  fuch  flight  importance  to  the  elucidation  of  this  part  of  the 


* It  is  recorded  of  this  Irifli  brigade,  that  when  they  ranged  the  French  country,  which  is  open 
and  uninclofed,  they  carried  with  them  a hull,  which  they  tied  to  a flake,  and  then  furrounded  it 
with  fire  : the  bellowing  of  the  animal,  as  the  fire  fcorched  him,  brought  all  the  cattle  within  hear- 
ing to  the  fpot,  where  they  were  made  a prey  of.  As  tliey  gave  no  quarter  to  the  enemy,  the 
French  gelded  and  otherwife  tormented  fuch  of  Urem  as  fell  into  their  hands. 
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Trifli  hiftory,  that  in  his  Difcovery  of  the  true  Caufes  why  Ireland  was  never 
entirely  fubclued,  nor  brought  under  Obedience  to  the  Crown  of  England 
until  the  beginning  of  the  Reign  of  James  1.  he  wholly  omits  any  mention 
of  it.  There  is,  however,  one  feature  to  be  traced  in  it,  that  ftrongly  marks 
the  pernicious  and  fatal  confequences  of  thwarting  the  difpofitions,  exciting 
the  difaffe6lions,  and  encroaching  upon  the  native  rights  of  the  Irilh  people. 
This  ill-fated  principle  of  anti-union  was  not  only  productive  of  oppreffion 
and  calamity  to  Ireland,  but  of  lofs,  detriment,  and  difgrace  to  England 
itfelf.  Fer'mnt  fua  tela  nocentem. 

Immediately  upon  the  demife  of  Henry,  O’Moore,  O’Byrne,  O’Connor 
and  fome  other  chieftains  fhewed  themfelves  in  arms,  hoping  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  weaknefs  of  the  Englilh  government  during  the  infancy  of  the 
monarch.  But  they  were  fubdued  by  Sir  Anthony  Bellingham,  who  had 
been  feafonably  fent  over  with  a reinforcement  of  400  foot  and  600  horfe. 
Some  time  after  the  Earl  of  Defmond  proving  refraCtory  and  turbulent,  was 
furprized  in  his  houfe  by  the  deputy  and  carried  prifoner  to  Dublin.  Sir 
Anthony  Bellingham,  inftead  of  punilhing  him,  fo  worked  upon  him  by 
reafon  and  mildnefs,  that  Defmond  made  fmcere  atonement  for  his  crime, 
and  was  releafed  upon  giving  fureties  for  his  future  good  conduct:  he  con- 
tinued a peaceable  and  loyal  fubjeCt  to  his  death.*  The  adminiftration  of 
Bellingham,  though  honorable  to  himfelf  and  ferviceable  to  the  crown,  was 
foon  put  an  end  to  through  jealoufies  and  intrigues  : he  was  accufed  of  pot 
effectually  fupporting  the  Englifli  intereft,  and  of  other  malpraCtices ; he  was 
recalled  to  take  his  trial  in  England,  but  died  before  it  came  on,  having  firft 
indignantly  rejected  terms  of  compromife  from  his  accufers.'f' 

In  Ireland,  fays  Leland,:J:  the  Reformation  was  tendered  to  a prejudiced 
and  reluctant  people.  The  avowed  enemies  of  Englifli  government,  and  the 
factious  oppofers  of  Englifli  adminiftration  naturally  regarded  every  new 
regulation  in  the  affairs  of  religion,  as  arbitrary,  oppreffive,  and  injurious,  and 
feized  the  occafion  of  inveighing  againft  fuch  oft’enfive  exertions  of  autho- 
rity. The  more  peaceable,  who  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  a ferious 
difcuftion  of  the  great  points  in  controverfy,  retted  indolently  upon  the 

f 

* Defmond  after  his  releafe  daily  prayed  for  the  deputy  by  the  name  of  the  good  BelUnglum. 
f Ormond  liis  prime  aceufer  was  foon  after  poifoned  with  lixteen  of  his  retinue  at  a feaft  at  Ely 
Houfe  in  Holborn  : but  whether  by  accident  or  treachery  was  never  difcovered, 
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antiquity  (as  it  is  called)  of  the  former  eftablifliments,  and  in  this  relaxed 
Rate  of  mind,  -were  ftricken  with  great  terror  at  the  denunciations  of  divine 
vengeance,  thundered  out  by  the  friends  of  Rome  againft  herefy  and  innova- 
tion. The  vindictive  chara6ter  of  Henry  VIH.  and  the  rigor  of  his  govern- 
ment, had  driven  many  of  the  pale  as  well  as  of  the  Irifli  race,  to  formal 
profelTions  and  condefcenfions,  which  the  very  eafe  and  readinefs,  with  Avhich 
they  were  made,  fliew  to  have  been  made  without  due  attention  and  ferious 
conviction.  The  authority  of  a minor  king  was  lefs  efteemed  or  dreaded, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  requifitions  now  to  be  made  were  more  extenfive 
and  did  greater  violences  to  the  popular  prejudices.  The  prote6tor  Somerfet 
having  fuccefsfully  proceeded  with  the  work  of  the  reformation  in  England, 
was  refolved,  that  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  ihould,  as  well  as 
other  new  ordinances  concerning  religion,  be  introduced  into  Ireland.  Or- 
ders were  accordingly  fent  over  to  convene  a parliament  for  this  purpofe : 
but,  whether  from  the  apprehenfion  of  a violent  oppofition  to  the  raeafure, 
or  from  what  other  caufe,  the  defign  of  convening  an  Irifli  parliament  was 
laid  afide,  and  the  royal  proclamation  was  tranfmitted,  addrelfed  to  the 
clergy  and  enjoining  the  acceptance  of  the  new  Liturgy.  This  innovation 
in  religion  was  unexpe6tedly  and  moft  violently  oppofed  by  Dow'dall  of 
Armagh,  the  new  primate,  who  had  been  promoted  to  that  dignity  by  the 
king.  Befides  Archbifliop  Browne  four  only  of  the  Irilh  bifliops*  fubmitted 
to  the  proclamation  : and  thefe  five  were  not  fupported  by  their  own  clergy. 
The  new  Liturgy  was  performed  for  the  firft  time  on  Eafter  Sunday,  A.  D. 
1551,  in  the  cathedral  of  Chrift  Church  Dublin,  in  the  prefence  of  the  de- 
puty, magiftrates,  and  the  few  of  the  Dublin  clergy  that  had  then  conformed. 
Soon  after  this  a moft  injudicious  meafure  was  adopted,  that  could  but  tend 
to  ulcerate  the  public  mind  already  tenderly  fore  upon  the  fubjedt  of  religion. 
A public  conference,  or  rather  a theological  difputation,  was  holden  in  St. 
Mary’s  abbey,  between  Dowdall,  on  behalf  of  the  catholic,  and  Staples  of 
Meath,  on  behalf  of  the  reformed  religion.  This  fpiritual  tournament  pro- 
duced it’s  natural  and  ufual  eflfe6t:  each  champion  claimed  the  vi6lory,  each 
party  retired  with  encreafed  acrimony  againft  the  other.  The  bulk  of  the 
nation  adhering  to  their  ancient  faith,  the  caufe  of  religion  became  the 
caufe  of  the  nation;  and  it  fatally  feemed,  as  if  the  Englifli  government 

* Viz.  Staples  of  Meath,  Lancafter  of  Kildare,  Travers  of  Leighlin,  and  Coyn  of  Limerick. 
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were  predetermined  not  only  to  opprefs,  but  to  irritate  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. 

*Do6tor  Leland  informs  us,  that  at  this  time  John  Bale,  the  violent  and 
acrimonious  impugner  of  popery,  was  nominated  to  the  fee  of  Offory.  His 
rigid  and  uncomplying  fpirit  appeared  immediately  on  his  confecration. 
Even  the  weak  among  the  new  reformed,  were  terrified,  and  the  Romifii 
party  held  this  fpirited  and  turbulent  enemy,  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence. 
His  learning,  which  was  ftupendous,  compared  with  that  of  his  Irifli  bre- 
thren, promifed  to  do  confiderable  fervice  to  the  reformation  in  Ireland, 
and  even  the  vehemence  of  his  temper  feemed  well  fuited  to  the  place  and 
circumftance  of  his  miffion.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  bufinefs  of  religious 
reformation  in  Ireland,  had  hitherto  been  nothing  more,  than  the  impofitions 
of  Englifli  government,  on  a people  vehemently  addi6led  to  their  ancient 
worfliip;  not  fufficiently  obedient  to  the  Englifli  government,  but  flightly 
impreffed  with  fear,  and  in  no  degree  reconciled  by  kindnefs.  Bale,  infulted 
the  prejudices  of  his  flock  without  referve  or  caution.  They  were  provoked, 
and  not  fo  reftrained  or  aived  by  the  civil  power,  as  to  diflemble  their  refent- 
ments.  During  the  fliort  period  of  his  refidence  in  Ireland,  he  lived  in  a 
continual  ftate  of  fear  and  perfecution.  On  his  firfl;  preaching  the  reformed 
dodrines,  his  clergy  forfook  him  or  oppofed  him ; and  to  fuch  violence  was 
the  populace  fpirited  up  againft  him,  that  five  of  his  domeftics  were  flain 
before  his  face:  and  his  own  life  was  faved  by  the  interpofition  of  the  magif- 
trate. 

As  a mean  of  eftablifliing  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland  on  a more  permanent 
bafis,  warm  applications  were  made  by  the  deputy  to  the  Englifli  cabinet 
for  an  extenfion  of  the  Englifli  law  to  the  Irifli  natives,  throughout  the 
kingdom.  But  they  were  not  attended  to.  Times  and  circumftances  were 
altered.  When  the  power  and  poffeffions  of  the  Irifli  were  confined  within 
much  more  limited  bounds,  when  they  fmarted  under  the  various  oppreffions 
of  the  adventurers  from  Britain,  they  defined,  they  entreated,  they  offered  to 
purchafe  the  participation  of  the  Englilh  law.  Their  fentiments  were 
changed  with  their  circumftances ; and  they  had  relapfed  into  all  their  innate 
prepoffeffions  in  favor  of  their  ancient  inftitutions.  The  late  attempts  to 
force  them  to  renounce  their  ancient  faith,  which  they  had  received  from  St. 
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Patrick,  and  to  adopt  a new  fyftein  .of  religion  with  an.  Englifli  ritual, 
naturally  conne6ted  themfelves  with  the  national  prejudices,  againft  Englifli 
oppreffion;  and  cooperated  in  raifing  the  infurre6tion  of  Tyrone,  for  the 
fuppreffion  of  which,  we  muft  look  to  a later  period  of  the  Irifli  hiftory.  This 
nobleman,  notwithftanding  the  fulnefs  of  his  late  fubmiffion,  and  his  accept- 
ance of  an  Englilh  title,  retained  all  his  native  predile6tion8  for  the  greatnefs 
and  regal  fplendor  of  his  family.  Fie  had  once  pronounced  a curfe  on  thofe 
of  his  poflerity,  who  fliould  conform  to  the  Englifli  manners,  or  affociate 
with  the  Saxon  race.  With  this  he  was  often  upbraided  by  his  kinfmen 
and  followers;  and  finding  the  Irilh  nation  now  more  eflranged  than  ever 
from  the  Englifli  government,  by  their  recent  attempt  to  force  them  out 
of  their  religion,  he  chofe  this  as  the  mofl  favorable  moment  to  fliake  off 
the  trammels  of  allegiance,  and  revert  to  the  ancient  confequence  and  inde- 
pendance  of  O’Nial. 

The  unexpeded  death  of  Edward  VI.  and  the  fhort  reign  of  his  filler 
Mary,  gave  a temporary  refpite  to  the  troubled  llate  of  Ireland,  as  far  at 
leafl,  as  it  depended  upon  England.  But  inafmuch  as  all  the  meafures  of 
the  Britifli  cabinet  in  the  former  reign  which  affeded  Ireland,  related  folely 
to  the  ecclefiaflical  fyllem : fo  the  principal  effed  of  the  acceffion  of  Queen 
Mary  to  the  throne  of  her  anceflors  was,  that  fhe  firfl  by  a proclamation 
counteraded,  and  did  away  whatever  innovations  had  been  introduced  into 
the  ecclefiaflical  eflabliflinient,  by  the  proclamation  of  her  infant  brother.  She 
then  convened  a parliament,  which  repealed  all  the  ads  of  her  father  touch- 
ing l eligion,  which  had  been  palfed  after  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign, 
and  the  civil  eflablifliment  of  the  catholic  religion  was  precifely  reflored 
to  the  flate,  in  which  King  Henry  VIII.  had  found  it  on  the  demife  of 
Henry  VII.  The  Proteflant  bifliops  were  deprived,  and  Catholic  bifliops 
fubflituted  to  their  fees.  The  poffeffions  of  the  church,  which  had  paffed 
into  lay  hands,  were  confirmed  to  the  poffeffors,  as  they  were  in  England, 
by  the  concurrent  approbation  of  the  lords,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  the  fove- 
reign,  and  the  pope.  This  parliament  of  the  3d  and  4th  of  Phillip  and  Mary, 
began  with  declaring  that  the  queen  had  been  born  in  lawful  ivedlock,  and 
therefore  annulled  and  repealed  all  fentences  of  divorce,  and  all  ads  paffed 
in  the  reign  of  Henry,  by  which  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown  had  been  fettled 
to  the  prejudice  of  Mary.  They  adopted  the  proceedings  of  the  Englifh 
parliament  for  afcertaining  fuch  offences  againft  the  king  and  queen,  as 
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fliould  be  deemed  treafon;  and  for  the  government  and  adminiftration  of  the 
realm  by  their  ilfue. 

Befides  the  a6ls  paffed  in  this  parliament  for  the  reftoration  of  the  civil 
eftablifhment  of  the  Catholic  religion,  others  were  paffed  for  the  civil  gov'ern- 
ment  of  the  realm,*  The  ufual  fubfidy,  and  for  the  ufual  term,  was  granted 
to  the  queen  for  the  fpecial  purpofe,  as  the  a6t  exprelfes  it,  of  enabling  her 
Majefty  to  expel  the  Scotch  iflanders,  who  had  emigrated  from  their  Onm 
country  as  an  avowed  band  of  mercenaries.  Thefe  adventurers  having  come 
over  upon  the  fpeculation  of  profiting  of  the  internal  difientions  of  the  Irilh 
chieftains,  were  open  to  whichever  party  held  out  the  mofl;  lucrative  tenns. 
Their  numbers  were  fo  confiderable,  and  their  outrages  fo  alarming,  that 
it  VMS  declared  to  be  high  treafon  to  invite  them  into  Ireland  or  to  entertain 
them,  and  felony  to  intermarry  ndth  them  without  licence  of  the  lord 
lieutenant.  The  advantages  gained  by.  the  Earl  of  Suflex  over  the  two  mofl; 
powerful  fepts  of  Leinfter,  the  O’Moors,  and  the  O’Connors,  enabled  the 
Englifli  to  extend  the  pale,  by  reducing  their  territories  of  Leix,  and  Offaly 
into  two  counties:  they  were  by  a6l  of  parliament  vefted  in  the  crown  and 
converted  into  fliire  land.  Leix  was  denominated  the  queen’s  county,  and 
it’s  principal  fort  was  ftiled  Maryhurgh:  and  with  a like  compliment  to  her 
royal  confort,  Offaly  was  called  the  king’s  county,  and  its  fort  was  called 
Phillipstown;  “ which,”  as  Sir  John  Davis  obferves,  “ were  the  two  firft 
“ counties,  that  had  been  made  in  this  kingdom,  fince  the  12th  year  of 
“ King  John.”  And  he  continues.  “ This  noble  earle  having  thus  ex- 
“ tended  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  Englifli  into  two  counties  more,  was  not 
“ fatisfied  with  that  addition,  but  took  a refolution  to  divide  all  the  reft  of 
“ the  Irifli  counties  unreduced  into  feveral  fliires : and  to  that  end  he  caufed 
“ an  adf  fame  parliament,  authorizing  the  lord  chancellour 

“ from  time  to  time  to  award  commiflions  to  fuch  peiTons,  as  the  lord  deputy 
“ fliould  nominate  and  appoint  to  viewe  and  perambulate  thofe  Irifli  territo- 
“ ries;  and  thereupon  to  divide  and  limit  the  fame  into  fuch  and  fo  manie 

* Boilafe  in  his  Reduftion  of  Ireland,  p.  117,  fays  that  the  Earl  of  SulTex  paffed  many  adts  to  the 
benefit  of  the  nation,  and  returned  into  England  December  4,  1557. 

I To  llievv  the  precarious  title  of  the  crown  out  of  the  pale,  the  preamble  of  this  ad  particularly 
recites,  that  as  thefe  territories  were  known  not  to  be  within  any  {hire  of  the  kingdom,  no  title  for 
the  king  could  be  found,  as  will  be  feen  at  large  in  the  ift  Sedion  of  2 Chap,  of  3 and  4 P.  and  M. 
App.  No.  VI. 
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feveral  counties,  as  they  iliould  thinke  meete ; which  being  certified  to  the 
“ lord  deputie  and  approved  by  him,  fhould  bee  returned  and  enrolled  in 
“ the  Chancery,  and  from  thenceforth  be  of  like  force  and  effe6t,  as  if  it 
“ were  doone  by  a6t  of  parliament.  Thus  did  the  Earle  of  Sutfex  lay  open  a 
“ paflage  for  the  civill  government  into  the  unreformed  partes  of  this  king- 
“ dome  ; but  himfelf  proceeded  no  further  than  is  before  declared.” 

So  confident  was  the  Englifli  government  of  the  tranquil  and  pacific 
difpofition  of  the  Irifii  in  this  reign,  that  the  queen  ordered  the  army  to  be 
reduced  to  500  men ; but  that  was  not  thought  reafonable  in  Ireland. 
However,  in  order  to  comply  as  far  as  circumftances  would  allow  with  her 
majefty’s  orders,  the  army  was  reduced  to  600  foot,  400  horfe,  and  fome 
few  kerns.*  The  turbulence,  however,  of  the  Irifli  chiefs,  and  their  in- 
ceffant  wars  with  each  other,  and  the  refra6tory  and  lawlefs  conduct  of 
the  Scottifli  adventurers,  rendered  it  necelfary  to  encreafe  the  army  with 
frefii  reinforcements  from  England.  Although  the  Irifh  were,  in  general, 
highly  gratified  by  the  reftoration  of  the  Catholic  religion  to  its  ancient 
footing  in  this  reign,  yet  were  they  not  altogether  fatisfied  with  the  civil 
adminiftration  of  the  power  of  the  crown  within  their  kingdom.  They 
were  particularly  fore  at  the  power  veiled  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  dif- 
pofe  of  the  territories  of  Leix  and  Offaly  in  grants  at  the  royal  pleafure,  in 
violence  to  the  rights  of  thofe  natives,  to  whom  thofe  lands  had  hitherto 
belonged.  So  that  O’Sullivan,  the  Irilh  annalift,  plainly  avows,  that  not- 
withftanding  her  zeal  for  fupporting  and  promoting  the  Catholic  religion, 
yet  was  her  adminiftration  injurious  to  Ireland. f 

* Light  infantry. 

t Quce  tametji  Catholicam  religionem  tueri  et  ainplificare  conata  ejl,  cjiis  ta>ne?i  prctje^ii  et  con- 
ciliarii  injunam  Ibcrnis  inferre  non  dejtitcrunt.  Sull.  Cath.  Hift.  p.  82. 
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CHAPTER  11. 


THE  REIGN  OF  ELIZABETH. 


Upo  N the  demife  of  the  crown  in  1558,  Queen  Elizabeth  found  the 
Irifli  nation  more  tranquil  and  fubmilTive  to  the  Englifli  government  than  it 
had  been  under  any  of  her  predecelTors.  She  prudently  continued  the  Earl 
of  Siilfex  in  the  Lieutenancy,  who  Avas  very  acceptable  to  moft  of  the 
natives,  and  had,  with  a garrifon  of  320  horfe  and  ] 36o  foot,  kept  Ireland 
in  a peaceable  and  quiet  condition.*  Yet,  notwithftanding  the  general 
difpofition  of  the  nation  to  be  fubmiffive  to  the  Englilh  government,  none 
of  the  provinces  were  altogether  free  from  the  diforders  of  internal  dilfention. 
It  may  be  naturally  prefumed,  that  much  of  the  pacific  condu6l  of  the  Irifli 
during  the  Ihort  reign  of  Mary,  Avas  attributable  to  the  general  fatisfadlion, 
Avhich  the  redintegration  of  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  the  Catholic  religion 
afforded  to  the  nation  at  large.  But  no  fooner  had  Elizabeth  declared  for 
the  Reformation,  than  general  difcontent  pervaded  the  Avhole  nation  Avithin 
and  Avithout  the  Pale.  Amongfi;  the  firft  inftruftions  fent  to  Lord  Sulfex, 
written  in  Cecil’s  OAvn  hand,  Avere  dire6lions  to  make  a furvey  of  all  lands, 
both  fpiritual  and  temporal,  that  no  lands  fiiould  be  letten  but  upon  the  befl; 
furvey,  and  that  the  lands  of  Leix  and  Offaly  fliould  be  difpofed  of  to 
tenants  and  their  heirs  male,  to  the  befl  advantage  of  the  queen  and  the 
country.  “ He  had  it  alfo  (fays  Borlafe)  in  charge  flri6lly  to  look  to  the  Irilh, 
“ Avho,  being  a fuperflitious  nation,  may  eafily  be  feduced  to  rebellion, 
“ through  the  pra6lices  of  the  French  (then  at  difference  Avith  England), 
“ under  pretext  of  religion.”  Every  province  Avas  foon  throAvn  into  a flate 
of  commotion  or  difpofed  to  infurreftion.  Munfler  Avas  diftrafted  by  the 
inveterate  enmities  and  animofities  of  the  O’Brians,  Thomond,  Defmond, 
and  Ormond.  Connaught  A\'as  miferably  harraffed  by  the  feuds  fubfifling 
between  Clanricarde  and  another  fept  of  the  De  Burghos.  In  Leinfler,  the 
furvivors  of  the  old  families  of  Leix  and  O’Fally  confidered  themfelves  de- 


1 Borl.  Red.  p.  121. 
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privcd  of  their  inheritances,  by  an  iniquitous  fcheme  of  fraud  and  treachery, 
fupported  by  power,  violence,  and  oppreflfion : they  were  ftimulated  by 
revenge  and  a fpirit  of  reprifal  to  rife  in  arms,  and  feize  every  opportunity 
of  haraffing  and  defpoiling  the  grantees  of  their  lands.  The  North  was 
threatened  with  the  moft  formidable  inlurredion  from  JohnO’Nial;  who, 
upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  confinement  at  Dublin,  now  claimed  the 
royal  fovereignty  of  the  whole  province  of  Ulfter. 

In  this  fituation  of  aflairs,  Elizabeth's  firft  concern  was  to  fpread  the  in- 
fluence of  the  reformed  religion  through  Ireland,  as  flie  had  fuccefsfully  done 
throughout  England  ; not  only  as  to  the  fpiritual  fupremacy,  which  alone  her 
father  had  attempted,  but  as  to  fev'eral  dogmatical  points  of  faith.  Confcious 
that  this  innovation  would  be  ftrongly  oppofed  even  by  a parliament  of  the 
Pale,  flie  gave  fpecial  infti  u6tions  to  her  lieutenant  to  priedifpofe  the  mem- 
bers to  the  meafure,  and  ordered  writs  to  be  iffued  to  the  reprefentatives  of  ten 
counties ; whereas  for  a long  feries  of  years  they  had  only  been  iffued  to  fix. 
Being  tolerably  fure  of  a majority  in  both  houfes,  a parliament  was  convened 
in  the  fecond  year  of  her  reign  ; by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  the  fjiiritual 
jnrifdiftion  fliould  be  reftored  to  the  crown  : that  all  the  a6ls  of  her  fifier 
Mary,  by  which  the  dvi7  ejiablijhment  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  had 
been  reftored,  fliould  be  repealed ; that  the  queen  fliould  be  enabled  to 
appoint  commiffioners  to  exercife  ecclejiajiical  jurifdi6tion : that  all  officers 
oi’  minifters,  ecclefiaftical  or  lay,  fliould  on  pain  of  forfeiture  and  total  in- 
capacity take  the  oath  of  fupremacy:  that  every  perfon,  as  well  as  his  aider, 
abettor,  or  counfellor,  who  fliould  in  any  way  majntain  the  fpiritual  fupre- 
macy of  the  Bifliop  of  Rome,  fliould  forfeit  for  the  firft  offence,  all  his  eftates 
real  and  perfonal  (or  be  iniprifoned  for  one  year  if  not  worth  20/.),  incur  a 
praemunire  for  the  fecond.  offence,  and  become  guilty  of  high  treafon  for  the 
third  offence  : that  the  ufe  of  the  Common  Prayer  fliould  be  enforced  as  in 
England  : that  every  perfon  fliould  refort  to  the  eftabliflied  church,  and 
attend  the  new  fervice  under  pain  of  ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  and  of  the  for- 
feiture of  twelve-pence  for  every  offence,  to  be  levied  by  the  church-wardens 
by  diftrefs  of  the  lands  or  chattels  of  the  defaulter : that  the  firft  fruits 
and  twentieths  of  all  church  revenues  fliould  be  reftored  to  the  crown ; 
and  the  old  writ  and  form  of  cong^  d'elire  fliould  be  fuperfeded  by  the 
king’s  letters  patent,  by  which  in  future  all  collations  to  vacant  fees  fliould 
be  made.  Thefe  ordinances  were  followed  by  an  a6l  of  recognition  of 
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the  queen’s  title  to  the  crown;  and  it  was  made  a cafe  of prcemunire  to  fpeak, 
and  treafon  to  write  againft  it. 

So  much  had  Sulfex  been  alarmed  by  the  oppofition  he  had  encountered 
in  parliament,'*'  though  he  ultimately  fucceeded,  that  he  found  it  neceifary 
quickly  to  diifolve  it.  He  repaired  to  England  to  give  to  the  queen,  in  per- 
fon,  a minute  and  faithful  account  of  the  reception  thefe  new  laws  had  met 
with  from  the  Irifli  nation.  The  immediate  effe6ts  of  this  parliament  are 
thus  defcribed  by  Dr.  Lcland.'J'  “ The  people  were  particularly  provoked 
“ by  the  violence  offered  to  their  religious  prejudices.  The  partizans  of 
“ Rome  inveighed  againft  the  heretical  queen  and  her  impious  minifters. 

“ The  clergy,  who  refufed  to  conform,  abandoned  their  cures ; no  reformed 
“ minifters  could  be  found  to  fupply  their  places ; the  churches  fell  to  ruin'; 

“ the  people  were  left  without  any  religious  worfliip  or  inftitution,  even 
“ in  places  of  moft  civility ; and  the  ftatutes  lately  made  were  evaded  or 
“ neglefted  with  impunity.” 

In  this  general  difcontent  of  the  nation,  the  whole  kingdom  was  for  feveral 
years  convulfed,  either  with  the  internal  feuds  and  wars  of  the  chieftains 
with  each  other,  or  the  grand  infurre6lion  of  O’Nial,  that  ended  by  his 
treacherous  murder  at  a banquet  in  the  camp  of  the  Scotch  adventurers. 
In  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  fa6lions  and  difturbances  of  the  nation,  to 
provide  for  the  neceftities  of  government,  and  forward  both  the  civil  and 
ecclefiaftical  reform  of  the  nation,  Elizabeth,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  her 
reign,  convened  another  parliament,  which  continued  by  feveral  proro- 
gations to  the  thirteenth.  This  parliament,  like  moft  other  parliaments  of  ■ 
Ireland,  amidft  fome  plaufible  and  beneficial  a6i:s  contrived  to  pafs  others, 

* It  fat  from  the  12th  of  January  to  the  I2th  of  February. 

t-  2 Lei.  p.  226.  We  have  a very  fair  and  candid  judgment  of  recent  authority,  for  the  im- 
policy and  injuftice  of  the  fyftem  of  government  carried  on  in  Ireland,  under  Queen  Elizabeth. 

“ It  feems  difficult  to  conceive  any  more  unjuft  or  impolitic  aft  of  government,  than  an  attempt 
to  force  new  modes  of  religious  faith  and  worffiip  by  fevere  penalties,  upon  a rude,  fuperflitious, 
and  unlettered  people.  Perfecutions  or  attempts  to  force  confcience  will  never  produce  convic- 
" tion.  They  are  calculated  only  to  make  hypocrites  or  martyrs  : and  accordingly  the  violence 
“ committed  by  the  regency  of  Edward,  and  continued  by  Elizabeth,  to  force  the  reformed  religion 
“ on  Ireland,  had  no  other  effeft,  than  to  foment  a general  difaffeftion  to  the  Englifh  government; 

” a difaffeftion  fo  general,  as  to  induce  Philip  II.  of  Spain  to  attempt  partial  defcents  on  the 
" Southern  coafts  of  this  ifland,  preparatory  to  his  meditated  attack  upon  England.”  Speech  of 
Lord  Clare  in  the  Irijh  Honfe  of  Lords,  XQth  of  February,  1800,  p.  9. 


Avhich 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


75 


which  in  their  nature  could  but  increafe  the  difaffe6lion  of  tlie  people,'  and 
confequently  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  both  kingdoms.  Such  muft  ever 
be  the  effedt  of  the  unconftitutional  formation  of  a parliament  for  the  bafc 
purpofe  of  giving  legidative  fandlion  to  iinjuft  meafures.*  Whilft  the  Englirti 
government  purfued  a fyftem  fo  glaringly  oppofite  to  the  will  of  the  Iridi 
people,  and  confequently  deftru6live  of  their  peace  and  welfare,  a ftrong 
oppofition  was  to  be  expe6led  from  every  member,  who  had  not  already 
betrayed  his  country  through  fear,  or  fold  it  for  lucre.  The  intentions  of 
government  had  been  forefeen,  and  the  utmoft  efforts  openly  exerted  to 
flrengthen  their  intereft:  for  this  purpofe,  confiderable  management  had 
been  ufed,  and  even  great  irregularities  committed  in  the  ele6tions  and 
returns  of  the  commons.  Stanihurft,  recorder  of  Dublin,  and  Sir  Chrif- 
topher  Barnewall,  a favorite  of  the  old  Englifli  race,  were  propofed,  by  their 
refpe6live  partizans,  for  the  office  of  fpeaker ; and  the  election  of  Stanihurft, 
by  the  influence  of  the  court,  ferved  to  enrage  the  party  in  oppofition. 
Barnewall,  who  was  efteemed  for  his  political  knowledge,  infifted  that  the 
prefent  Houfe  of  Commons  was  illegally  conftituted;  on  this  ground,  he 
oppofed  the  admiffion  of  any  bill,  and  was  fupported  by  Sir  Edmond  Butler 
and  the  whole  of  the  real  landed  intereft  of  the  kingdom.  In  proof  of  the 
affertion,  it  Avas  alledged,  that  feveral  were  returned  members  for  towns  not 
incorporated ; that  feveral  fheriffs  and  magiftrates  of  corporations  had  re- 
turned themfelves ; but  above  all,  that  numbers  of  Engliflimen  had  been 
ele6led,  and  returned  as  burgeffes  for  towns,  which  they  had  never  feen  or 
known,  and  confequently  could  not  be  confidered  refidents,  as  the  laws 
directed.  Four  days  were  fpent  in  clamorous  altercation  ; the  difcontented 
members  declaring,  with  great  violence,  againft  receiving  any  bill,  or  pro- 
ceeding on  any  bufinefs.  The  fpeaker  attended  the  lord  deputy  and  council, 
to  explain  their  obje6tions  to  the  conftitution  of  the  houfe.  The  judges  Avere 
confulted,  and  they  declared,  that  thofe  returned  for  towns  not  incorporated, 
and  the  magiftrates  who  had  returned  themfelves,  were  incapable  of  fitting  in 
parliament : but  as  to  the  members  not  refident  in  the  towns  for  which  they 

* It  has  often  been  faid  that  England  could  never  be  ruined  but  by  a parliament.  And  there 
has  been  too  much  reafon  for  many  late  affertions,  that  Ireland  could  not  be  faved  whilft  it  had  a 
parliament. 

t I have  followed  Dr.  Leland  (2  vol,  p.  24l)  In  defcribing  this  early  effay  of  legiflating  by  a 
fure  majority. 
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were  returned,  that  they  were  entitled  to  retain  their  leats,  and  that  the 
penalty  of  returning-  them  fliould  alight  on  the  refpeclive  flieriffs:  a decifion 
which  ftill  left  the  government  that  majority  of  friends,  which  fo  much  pains 
had  been  taken  to  procure ; and  which  confequently  encreafed  the  violence 
of  the  oppofite  party.  Nor  did  the  clamor  ceafe  until  the  judges  came  to  the 
commons  houfe,  and  there  avowed  their  opinion;  when  Rarnewall  and  his 
party  relu<Tantly  acquiefeed,  and  referved  themfelves  for  a vigorous  conteft 
againft  the  meafures  of  thofe,  whom  they  regarded  as  an  Englljh  Ja8ion. 

Amongll  the  Englifhmen  returned  to  this  parliament,  was  Mr.  Hooker,* 
member  for  Athunree ; he  was  alfo  a member  of  the  Englifh  parliament, 
and  acquainted  with  the  order  and  ufage  of  its  proceedings ; he  affedled 
to  be  highly  fcandalized  at  the  tumult  and  irregularity  of  the  Irifli  commons,, 
but  was  himfelf  moft  violent  in  his  oppofition  to  Barnewall  and  his  party. 
He  broached  fome  doftrines  upon  the  royal  prerogative,  which  though  fa- 
miliar in  England,  were  yet  novelties  to  the  native  Irilh,  who,  looking  up 
to  the  ancient  conhitution,  were  as  yet  neither  dazzled  by  the  fplendor  of 
a court,  nor  terrified  by  the  peremptory  decifions  of  an  imperious  monarch. 
It  raifed  a flame  fo  violent,  that  the  aflembly  was  adjourned  in  confufion, 
and  Hooker  retired  under  proteftion  of  a guard  to  his  houfe.  This  violence 
having  abated  after  fome  days  they  proceeded  to  bufmefs. 

It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  had  there  not  been  fo  formidable  an  oppofition, 
more  a6ls  would  have  been  paifed  to  forward  the  Reformation.  One  ftatute 
only,  and  that  in  the  fourth  feffion,  was  paifed  which  concerned  religion, 
by  which  the  governor  was  empowered  to  prefent  to  all  the  dignities  of 
Munfler  and  Connaught  for  ten  years,  in  confequence  of  abufes  by  prefenting 
improper  perfons.  The  A6i  for  the  Attainder  of  Shane  O'Neile,  and  the 
extinguijhment  of  the  name  of  O'Neile,  and  the  entitling  of  the  Queen's 
Majeflie,  her  heyres  and  fucce for s,  to  the  county  of  Tyrone,  and  to  other 
countries  and  territories  in  Ulfter  (llthEliz.  C.  1.  Seif.  3.),  feems  to  have 
been  pointedly  calculated  to  infult  the  feelings  of  the  Irifli  nation,  and 
confequently  to  enflame  their  animofity  and  rancor.  It  enumerates  all  his 
a6ls  of  outrage  and  rebellion  in  a ilile  of  vindictive  acrimony,  and  in  order 
to  expofe  the  futility  of  the  pretences  of  this,  or  any  Iriih  family  to 
fovereignty  in  Ireland,  it  aifeCts  to  deduce  the  title  of  the  Engliih  monarch 


* To  him  we  are  indebted  for  thefe  particulars. 
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to  the  abfolute  fovereignty  of  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  as  paramount 
even  to  the  Milefian  race  of  kings:*  fetting  forth  a fabulous  tale  of  one 
King  Gurmonde,  fon  to  the  noble  King  Belan  of  Great  Britain,  who  was 
Lord  of  Bay  on  in  Spain,  as  many  of  his  fuccelfors  were  to  the  time  of  Henry 
IL  who  polfelled  the  illand  afore  the  comeing  of  Irijhmen  into  the  [aid  lande. 
This  was  a mod  wanton  adt  of  violence  offered  to  the  feelings  of  a people, 
fmgularly  proud  of  their  royal  lineage  and  anceftry,  and  by  public  inftitution 
fcrupuloufly  chafte  as  to  the  fidelity  of  their  national  traditions.  Nothing 
fhort  of  a with  to  goad  them  into  rebellion,  could  have  fo  effedlually  fpirited 
them  up  to  it,  as  thus  kindling  the  flame  of  patriotifm  by  a collifion  with 
their  national  honor. 

Averfions  and  aff'edtions  are  iifually  reciprocal.  Elizabeth  was  hated 
by  the  generality  of  the  Irifli,  and  the  as  cordially  detefted  them.  The 
infurredlion  of  Defmond,  Clanricarde,  and  other  chieftains,  kept  the  country 
in  a conftant  ftate  of  warfare.  The  imfuccefsful  attempts  of  Sir  Thomas 
Smith,  and  afterwards  of  the  queen’s  prime  favorite  the  Earl  of  Effex'}',  to 
efiablifli  an  Englifli  fettlement  in  Ulfter  upon  the  forfeited  lands,  greatly 
exafperated  the  queen.  In  the  indulgence  of  her  refentment  the  afforded 
new  grounds  of  difaffedtion  even  to  her  own  fubjecls  within  the  Pale. 
She  ordered  Sir  AVilliam  Sidney,  her  lieutenant,  to  impofe  by  the  mere  au- 
thority of  council  a new  tax,  by  way  of  compofition  for  the  charge  of  pur- 
veyance, which  amounted  to  about  twelve  pounds  for  every  plough  land. 
A general  and  violent  difcontent  was  the  immediate  confequence  of  this  adt  of 
government,  which  Avas  followed  up  by  a remonftrance  to  the  lord  lieutenant 
againft  a fyftem  of  taxation  fo  oppreflive  and  unconftitutional.  Sydney 
perfifted  in  fupporting  the  prerogative,  by  Avhich  he  contended  the  queen  had 
a right  to  impofe  the  tax ; but  offered  to  moderate  it.  Oppofition  in  a caufe 
fo  popular  gained  daily  acceffion  of  ftrength:  the  principal  lords  through 
all  parts  of  the  realm  refufed  obedience  to  the  edidt  of  council,  and  enjoined 

* For  this  curious  abftra6t  of  the  queen’s  title  to  all  the  land  in  Ireland,  vide  the  Appendix 
No.  VII.  as  it  is  recorded  in  the  ftatute. 

f Few  circumftances  fo  truly  delineate  the  fpirit  and  power  of  an  enemy,  as  the  unreferved  and 
confidential  reports  of  the  perfon  who  has  to  oppofe  them,  in  communications,  which  are  not 
intended  for  the  public  eye.  The  letter  of  ElTex  to  the  queen  will  let  us  into  more  light  upon  the 
ftate  of  the  Englilh  power  in  Ireland  at  this  time,  than  the  moft  elaborate  reprefentations  of  cotem- 
porary, much  more  of  modern  authors.  Vide  App.  No.  VIII. 
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their  tenants  and  dependants  to  refufe  payment  of  the  afleffment.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  Pale  finding  no  red  refs  from  their  governors,  affembled, 
deliberated  upon  their  grievances,  and  refolved  to  depute  three  confidential 
agents  or  commiffioners  to  procure  redrefs  from  the  queen.  They  pre- 
fented  to  her  Majefty  a written  memorial  of  their  cafe  figned  by  the  Lords 
Baltinglafs,  Delvin,  Hoath,  Trimbleftowne,  and  Bellew,  Mr.  Nangle,  fome 
of  the  families  of  Plunket,  and  Nugent,  with  other  diftinguiflied  inhabitants 
of  the  counties  of  Meath,  and  Dublin,  in  the  names  of  all  the  fubjeds  of  the 
Englilh  pale.  In  lieu  of  redrefs,  of  which  the  agents  were  confident,  they 
were  by  order  of  the  queen  committed  to  the  Fleet  Prifon  as  contumacious 
oppofers  of  the  royal  authority:  fiie  alfo  fent  orders  to  Sydney  to  confine 
every  perfon,  who  ihould  offer  any  oppofition  or  remonflrance  againft  the 
new  impofition,  and  difmifs  from  their  offices  all  her  fervants  and  counfellors 
learned  in  the  law,  who  had  been  prefent  at  the  original  complaint,  and 
negle6ted  to  maintain  her  royal  prerogative.  Some  gentlemen  of  the  firft 
diftincfion  again  remonflrated  againfi;  this  unconffitutional  mode  of  taxa- 
tion : and  infifled  upon  paying  no  tax  not  legally  impofed  by  parliament. 
They  were  inftantly  committed  to  clofe  confinement  in  the  caftle:  and  the 
agents  in  England  upon  a fecond  application  to  the  throne  were  removed 
from  the  Fleet  to  the  Tower;  a proceeding  which  implied  that  their  offence 
was  confidered  to  be  of  a treafonable  nature.  The  whole  body  of  Irifii 
fubje(5ls  took  the  alarm,  and  the  unanimity  of  their  voice  even  terrified  this 
arbitrary  monarch.  Both  agents  and  remonflrants  were  ungracioufly  dif- 
miffed,  upon  making  an  acknowledgment,  that  they  intended  not  to  refill 
any  juft  prerogative  of  the  crown.  This  forced  fubmiffion  of  the  imperious 
queen  to  the  rights  of  her  Irifh  fubje6ts  was  probably  wrung  from  her  by  the 
intelligence  fhe  had  received  of  the  intentions  of  the  King  of  Spain  to 
invade  her  kingdoms,  in  retaliation  for  her  fomenting  and  fupporting  the 
infurre6lion  of  his  rebellious  fubje6ls  in  the  Netherlands.  Applications  alfo 
had  been  frequent  and  urgent  from  the  Irifli  chieftains  to  the  court  of  Rome, 
for  fuccours  to  enable  them  to  fliake  off  the  Englilh  yoke  and  preferve  their 
ancient  religion. 

The  infurre6iion  of  Defmond  was  not  yet  fubdued : and  a band  of  pri- 
vate adventurers,  partly  Spanifli,  partly  Italian,  and  partly  Irilh,  who  had 
inftigatcd  tliem  to  the  enterprize,  landed  a body  of  about  fjoo  men  on  the 
coaft  of  Kerry:  they  brought  with  them  ammunition  and  arms  for  5000  men: 

and 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


79 


and  took  pofleffion  of  the  fort  of  Smerwick,  Avhich  the  Spaniards  had  began 
to  ere6t  but  left  unfiniflied.  They  were  not  joined  as  they  expedled  by  the 
Irifli : being  overpowered  by  numbers  they  furrendered  at  difcretion : and 
horrible  to  relate,  every  individual  except  the  commander  and  his  Raff,  after 
having  laid  down  their  arms,  was  maffacred  in  cold  blood.  This  military 
butchery  was  committed  under  the  orders  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  com- 
manded the  befieging  force:  it  was  attempted  to  be  juftified  by  the  imperious, 
circumftance  of  an  inferiority  of  numbers  on  the  fide  of  victory:  and  the 
queen  is  reported  to  have  ftrongly  reprobated  the  meafure,  when  informed 
of  it.  It  was  however  followed  up  with  as  much  encreafed  rancor  and 
virulence  againft  the  queen,  as  if  the  had  vdth  her  own  hand  figned  the 
mandate  for  this  bloody  execution,  after  a folemn  treaty  upon  oath,  that 
the  foreigners  iliould  be  permitted  to  depart  unmolefted  Avith  all  the  honors 
of  war. 

Although  the  infurredtion  of  Defmond  were  noAv  nearly  fuppreffed,  yet 
fuch  was  the  fatality  of  Ireland,  that  the  Avas  ever  to  be  a tlranger  to  the 
enjoyment  of  national  peace  and  tranquility:  for  fcarcely  could  the  olive 
branch  be  ditlinguithed  through  the  turbulent  atmofphere  of  blood  and 
flaughter,  ere  the  Avere  again  provoked  by  the  exceffive  rigor  of  her  go- 
vernors into  freth  outrages.  The  Baron  of  Lixnau  openly  appeared  in  arms 
and  Avas  quelled:  he  pleaded  that  he  had  been  irritated  into  rebellion  by 
the  galling  oppreffions  of  Grey  and  his  officers.  In  this  inftance  the  cry 
of  grievance  Avas  not  unattended  to:  policy  created  juffice:  Lord  Grey 
was  recalled:  and  a general  amnefty  offered  to  fuch  of  the  rebels,  as  Avoukl 
accept  of  it.  The  queen  had  been  for  once  truly  .informed,  that  if  her 
governor  continued  to  tyrannize  Avith  fuch  barbarity,  little  would  be  left  in 
Ireland  for  her  majefty  to  reign  oA^er,  but  allies  and  carcafes. 

The  diffatisfadlion  of  the  Iriffi  at  the  attempts  to  force  the  reformed 
religion  upon  them,  and  the  excommunication  of  Elizabeth  by  Pius  the 
Fifth,  afforded  a popular  pretext  for  any  rifing  againft  the  government: 
the  queen  howev'er  Avas  refolved  to  profit  of  the  firft  appearance  of  tran- 
quility to  convene  a parliament.  Defmond  had  been  found  in  a retired 
cabin  and  beheaded  by  a common  foldier;  and  Baltinglafs  had  fled  in  de- 
fpair  into  Spain;  Sir  John  Perrot  the  deputy' had  by  his  adlivity  brought  the 
nation  into  a more  general  difpofition  to  loyalty,  than  had  been  manifefted  at 
any  time  fince  the  acceffion  of  Elizabeth  to  the  throne.  It  was  the  pride  of 
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Sir  Jolin  Pcrrot  to  diffufe  a fpirit  of  fubmiflion  and  conformity  to  the  Englith 
government,  laws,  and  cuftoms  amongft  the  native  Irifli.  To  this  parliament 
M ere  fummoned  all  the  Iriflx  chiefs,  and  many  of  them  attended ; but  being* 
fo  differently  conflituted,  government  could  not  expeft  from  it*  tlie  fame 
du6tiHty  they  had  experienced  from  the  laft.  No  attempt  was  even  made 
irt  fupport  of  the  new  religion.  The  firft  part  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  feffion 
was  a motion  from  the  court  party  for  a fufpenfion  of  Poyning's  laxv,  which 
was  negatived  by  the  oppofite  or  country  party;  thefe  gentleman,  par- 
ticularly from  the  experience  of  the  late  parliament,  M’^ere  little  difpofed 
to  inveft  the  governor  with  a power  of  affenting  to  any  laws,  M'hich  might 
be  procured  in  parliament:  not  having  been  yet  broken  in  to  the  fyftematic 
fupport  of  meafures  by  anticipation,  they  brought  Muth  them  a very  ftrong, 
though  natural,  jealoufy  and  fufpicion,  that  adminiftration  meditated  fome 
fcheme  of  oppreflive  and  extraordinary  taxation.  In  this  fpirit  they  alfo 
oppofed  fome  other  of  the  tranfmitted  bills:  even  that  for  the  renexval  of  the 
ordinary  fubfidy  of  13s.  4d.  for  every  plough  land.  They  moft  determinedly 
reje6ted  a bill  for  vefting  in  the  queen  the  lands  of  traitors  witliout  office 
or  inquifition,  or  even  to  declare  thofe  traitors,  who  fliould  rebellioufly  detain 
any  of  her  cattles.  The  minifter  of  the  crown  finding  the  parliament  in 
a difpofition  to  maintain  the  rights  of  Ireland  againft  all  demands  and 
inflru6lions  from  England,  prorogued  it  after  a tliort  fetfion  of  conteft  and 
oppofition.f  The  fecond  fetfion  of  this  parliament  ivas  begun  on  the  26th 
of  April  1586,  and  with  much  difficulty  ivas  the  bill  for  the  attainder  of 
Defmond  paffed.  The  grand  objeft  of  this  bill  was  the  forfeiture  of  his 
vaft  pofTeffions,  which  M ere  then  computed  at  574628  Irith  acres.  In  order 
to  prevent  this  forfeiture,  a feoffment  from  Defmond  of  all  thefe  lands 
previous  to  his  treafon  M^as  produced  by  one  of  the  members,  who  was  a 
Geraldine.  The  houfe  M^as  at  firft  embarratfed,  and  about  to  acqui^fce  in 
the  validity  of  the  inftrument,  when  the  original  of  an  affociation  M'as 
produced  of  a date  prior  to  that  of  the  fraudulent  grant,  to  vdiich  the 
name  of  this  Geraldine  was  fubfcribed,  and  which  exprefsly  avoM^ed  the 


* The  Annals  of  the  Four  Mailers  give  the  names  of  many  of  the  Milefian  families  that  at- 
tended this  parliament,  which  was  the  firft  that  extended  beyond  the  Pale.  Vide  Appendix,  No.  IX_ 
■f  Two  a£ts  were  only  pratTed  in  this  firft  feffion,  viz.  for  the  attainder  of  Lord  Baltinglafs,  and 
.reverfing  that  of  Lord  Walter  Delahyde. 
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defiance  and  oppofitlon  of  it’s  members  to  the  queen’s  government.*  The 
bill  then  paffed  without  further  oppofition  for  the  attainder  of  Defmond  and 
about  140  of  his  accomplices,  and  all  their  honors  and  eftates  were  declared 
to  be  forfeited  to  the  crown.  This  alfo  gave  occafion  to  another  bill  for 
annulling  any  fuch  fraudulent  conveyances  in  future.  Some  other  bills  of 
regulation  were  palfed,  particularly  that  for  the  impoft  and  cuftom  of 
wines,  which  had  been  thrown  out  in  the  former  feflion.t  From  this  time 
is  to  be  dated  the  commencement  of  that  unparalelled  fyftem  of  confifeation 
and  depopulation,  which  being  in  its  nature  diametrically  oppofite  from  that 
of  union  pointedly  marks  the  evils,  which  fo  long  affliaed  Ireland  from  the 
want  of  this  falutary  meafure. 

In  order  to  extirpate  the  aboriginal  owners  of  the  foil,  tranfpofe  the  pro- 
perty and  alter  the  very  face  of  the  country,  Elizabeth  now  entered  upon 
her  favorite  fcheme  of  planting  or  repeopling  Munfter  with  an  Englifli  co- 
lony. Letters  were  written  to  every  county  in  England,  to  encourage 
younger  brothers  to  become  undertakers,  or  adventurers  in  Ireland.  Eftates 
were  offered  in  fee  at  a fmall  acreable  rent  of  three-pence,  and  in  fome  places 
two-pence,  to  commence  at  the  end  of  three  years ; and  one  half  only  of  thefe 
rents  was  to  be  demanded  for  the  three  following.  Seven  years  were  to  be 
allowed  to  complete  the  plantation.  The  undertaker  for  12000  acres  Avas  to 
plant  eighty-fix  families  on  his  eftates  ; thofe  who  engaged  for  lefs  feignories, 
Avere  to  provide  in  proportion.  None  of  the  iiatiA'^e  Irifli  Avereto  be  admitted 
among  their  tenantry.  And  amongft  other  advantages,  they  Avere  affured 
that  fufficient  garrifons  fhould  be  ftationed  on  their  frontiers,  and  commiflioners 
• appointed  to  decide  their  controverfies.  Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton,  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  Sir  Thomas  Norris,  Sir  Warham  Saintleger,  Sir  George  Bourchier, 
and  a number  of  other  gentlemen  of  poAver  and  diftindion  receiv^ed  grants  of 
different  portions. 

In  Connaught  another  fyftem  Avas  purfued,  Avhich  tended  proportionally 
to  fharpen  the  rancour  of  the  people  againft  the  government.  The  IherifFs 
and  other  officers  of  juftice,  avIio  had  been  admitted  by  the  burghers,  folloAved 
the  example  of  the  lord  prefident,  and  afted  not  only  Avith  rigor,  but  Avith 

* In  order  to  fhew  the  nature  and  grounds  of  this  infurre^lion  of  Dc^fraond,  the  form  of  the 
aflbeiation  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  X,  and  alfo  a letter  from  DefmonS  to  Ormonde. 

t As  a proof  of  the  humour  of  thefe  times,  they  pafled  au  aft  againlt  witchcraft  and  forcery. 
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imperioufnefs.  They  entered  the  feveral  counties,  attended  with  large  bodies 
of  armed  men,  pillaging  the  inhabitants,  whom  they  affe6led  to  defpife, 
terrifying  them  with  their  military  train,  and  rendering  the  execution  of  the 
laws  odious  and  oppreffive : thus  confirming  and  encreafing  their  averfion 
from  a fyftem  accepted  with  relu6tance.*  Sir  Richard  Perrot  feverely  re- 
probated the  harfii  and  violent  government  of  Bingham,  urging  feveral 
inftances,  in  which  the  old  inhabitants  had  been  provoked  and  forced  into 
infurreftion  by  injuftice,  rigor,  and  oppreflion.  Bingham  on  the  other  hand 
urged  the  neceflity  of  a fi:ri6t  and  fevere  government  in  a difordered  ftate, 
the  reftleffnefs  and  infincerity  of  the  old  natives,  and  the  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  governor’s  prefent  indulgence,  f Whether  in  this  (as 
in  more  recent  inftances)  the  fyftem  of  mildnefs  or  that  of  rigor  were  ulti- 
mately more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  will  ever  be  controverted 
by  the  refpedtive  advocates  for  moderation  or  terrorifm.  It  muft  however 
be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  fubmiflion  produced  by  fear,  is  ever  diffe- 
rent from  the  obedience  and  fidelity,  which  fpring  out  of  affection  and  , 
attachment. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  altogether  candid  to  lay  to  the  account  of  Elizabeth 

Sir  John  Davis  tells  us,  p.  25 1 , that  to  enure  and  aetjuaint  the  people  of  Munfter  and  Connaught, 
with  the  Englifli  government  againe  (which  had  not  been  in  ufe  amongft  them  for  tlie  fpace  of  200 
years  before)  Sir  Henrie  Sydney  had  inftltuted  two  prefidenc^  courtes  in  thofe  two  provinces, 
placing  Sir  Edward  Tritton  in  Connaught,  and  Sir  John  Perrot  in  Mounfterj  (and  p.  232:)  Though 
he  reduced  all  Connaught  into  counties,  he  never  fent  any  juftices  of  affize  to  vifite  that  provence, 
but  placed  commiffioners  there,  who  governed  it  only  in  a courfe  of  diferetion,  part  martial  and  part 
civil.  Sir  Richard  Bingham  prefided  in  Connaught  whilft  Sir  Richard  Perrott  was  the  lord  deputy. 
Sir  Richard  Perrot  conlidered  the  peace  and  welfare  of  Ireland,  as  the  honor  and  advantage  of 
England,  and  was  defirous  of  extending  the  Englifli  afcendancy  by  coalefcing  and  uniting  with  the 
natives,  and  bringing  their  feveral  interefts  into  a common  focus,  by  a mild  though  efficient 
government.  Sir  Richard  Bingham  was  fupported  by  the  court  in  carrying  on  a government  of 
rigor,  cruelty,  and  oppreflion,  and  he  ultimately  fucceeded  in  overturning  the  adminiftration  of 
Perrot. 

■f  It  has  been  too  frequently  the  cafe  in  Ireland,  that  the  governors,  who  have  deferved  the  beft 
of  Ireland,  have  fallen  viftims  to  a fpirit  of  intrigue  in  England,  or  rather  to  the  Englifli  afcendancy 
, in  the  Irifli  cabinet.  Perrott  was  recalled,  accufed  and  found  guilty  of  treafon,  but  died  before 
judgement  was  executed  upon  him.  Borlafe  fays,  the  queen’s  anger  being  qualified,  there  were 
great  hopes  of  his  pardon.  (P.  140.)  His  biographift  fays  of  him,  Pacificavit  Connadam,  relaxavit 
Mcdiam,  Subjiigavit  Ultoniam,  fregit  Lageniam,  ligavit  Mononiam,  Extirpavit  Scotos,.  rfreenavit 
Anglos:  ^ his  omnibus  perccque  vedtigal  acquivivit  Pcgince. 
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every  abufe  of  power  by  her  deputy ; the  Irifli  however  who  fmarted  under 
the  abufe,  would  not  eafily  detach  the  vice  of  the  agent  from  that  of  the 
principal.  Sir  William  Fitzwilliam,  the  new  deputy,  is  reprefented  to  have 
been  interefted  and  corrupt  in  the  extreme:  confidering  himfelf  fent  out  to 
that  government  with  a view  to  rewai’d  former  fervices  hill  unrequited, 
he  aflumed  the  government  as  a fource  of  felf-remuneration,  and  refolved  to 
take  every  occafion  of  converting  it  to  his  own  emolument.  In  fearch  of 
imaginary  treafures  brought  into  the  country  by  that  part  of  the  Spanifh 
armada,  which  had  been  driven  on  the  north  weftern  coaft,  he  drove 
O’Rourke  of  Breffney*  into  open  rebellion ; and  without  any  proof,  or  even 
prefumption  of  guilt,  he  committed  Sir  Owen  Mac  Toole,  and  Sir  John 
O’Dogherty  to  clofe  confinement  in  the  caftle  of  Dublin:  thefe  two  perfons 
eminently  refpedled  within  the  Pale,  had  rendered  fignal  fervices  to  go- 
vernment, and  were  always  known  to  have  been  well  affcfted.  Fitzwilliam 
chofe  to  fufpe6t  them  of  having  fecreted  Spanifli  treafure : and  on  that  charge 
alone  kept  them  confined  without  means  of  juftifying  themfelves  by  any  fort 
of  trial.  One  was  releafed  on  the  point  of  death,  brought  on  by  the  fe verity 
of  his  durance,  and  the  other  after  two  years  imprifonment  purchafed  his 
liberty  for  an  enormous  fum  of  money.  This  fevere  and  arbitrary  treatment 
of  two  perfons  univerfally  revered,  was  received  with  univerfal  abhorrence. 
The  loyal  Irifli  trembled  for  their  own  fafety : many  repented  of  their  fub-  ' 
millions : and  the  difaffe6ted  were  confirmed  in  their  inveteracy.  And  as  if 
the  fecret  fire  of  difcontent  and  animofity  were  not  fufificiently  kindled  in  the 
northern  province,  Fitzwilliam  by  his  intemperate  conduft  feemed  to  court 
every  occafion  of  feeding  the  flame. 

Mac  Maho7i,  chief  of  the  diftri6i;  called  Monaghan,  had  furrendered  his 
country,  holden  by  Taniftry,  to  the  queen,  and  had  taken  a regrant  thereof 
from  the  crown  to  himfelf  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  in  like  manner  to  his 
brother  Hugh.  Having  died  without  iflue,  Hugh  petitioned  to  be  admitted 
to  his  inheritance : but  immediately  upon  his  arrival  in  Dublin,  he  was  com- 
mitted to  prifon.  Fitz-William  went  into  Monaghan,  where  he  received  an 
accufation  againfl;  Hugh,  that  two  years  before  he  had  hoftilely  entered  into 
a neighbouring  difl:ri(5t  to  recover  fome  rent  due  to  him  by  force  of  arms. 

* After  fome  hoftilities  he  was  obliged  to  flee  to  Scotland,  where  by  the  order  of  the  king  he  was 
feifed  and  delivered  up  to  Elizabeth  j he  was  afterwards  hanged  as  a traitor  in  London. 
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In  tlie  unreformed  parts  of  Ireland,  thefe  addons  were  common  and  un- 
noticed ; but  the  Englifh  law  made  them  treafonahle.  The  unhappy  Mac 
Mahon  for  an  offence  committed  before  the  law,  which  made  it  capital,  had 
been  received  in  his  country,  was  tried,  condemned  by  a jury  (faid  to  have 
been  formed  of  private  foldiers),  and  executed,  in  two  days,  to  the  utter 
confternation  of  his  countrymen.  His  eftate  was  diftributed  to  Sir  Henry 
Bagnall  and  other  adventurers,  and  four  of  the  fept  of  Mac  Mahon* 

Such  being  the  fituation  of  the  Irifh,  any  affedlionate  attachment  to  the 
queen  was  not  to  be  expedted  from  them  ; their  forced  fubmiffion  could  be 
no  more  than  an  infidious  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  till  the  favourable  moment 
for  rifmg  in  arms  fliould  prefent  itfelf.  The  infurredtion  foon  became 
general ; f and  fo  precarious  did  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Englifli  power  ap- 
pear to  government,  that  the  queen  condefcended  to  appoint  a commiffion 
of  Sir  Robert  Gardiner  and  Sir  Henry  Wallop  to  conclude  a peace  with  the 
Irhli.  This  treaty  was  very  folemn,  and  whilft  it  was  pending,  moft  of  the 
Irifh  potentates  made  their  complaints  and  petitions  for  redrefs  of  their 
refpedlive  grievances,  which  are  to  be  feen  at  large  in  Morryfon,  p.  113.  It 
produced,  however,  no  more  than  a truce  for  fome  months,  viz.  to  the  ift  of 
April,  1596.  The  Englifli  hiftorians  generally  attribute  the  failure  of  this 
treaty  to  the  infolent  and  unconfcientious  demands  of  the  Irifli,  whofe  terms 

* Sir  Richard  Cox,  1 vol.  p.  359,  fays,  that  it  coft  him  600  cows  to  get  a promife  to  be  fettled 
in  his  brother’s  inheritance;  and  that  the  four  Mac  Mahons  who  received  grants  of  parts  of  thefe 
eftates,  gave  large  bribes  to  the  deputy.  However,  fays  he,  it  mufl;  be  obferved,  that  from  hence- 
forward the  Irifh  loathed  fheriffs  and  the  Englillr  neighbourhood,  as  fearing  in  time  they  might  all 
follow  the  fate  of  Mac  Mahon,  and  therefore  in  the  great  treaty  of  Dundalk,  in  January  1595, 
they  all  defired  to  be  exempted  from  garrifons,  llieriffs  and  other  officers. 

t The  infurreftion  though  general  was  not  univerfal : for  after  the  general  fubmiffion  to  the 
queen,  in  the  laft  parliament,  it  is  remarkable,  that  no  chiefs  of  the  Kavenaghs,  O’Moores,  O’Tools, 
O Dempfies,  or  O’Connors  could  ever  be  brought  to  join  in  O’Neil’s  infurreftion,  notwithftanding 
they  adhered  to  the  religion  of  their  anceftors,  againft  which  fuch  fevere  laws  had  been  enacted. 
A great  ffiare  of  the  odium  of  government  fell  upon  Fenton,  the  fecretary,  who  had  maintained  his 
lituation  in  a fort  of  independence  of  each  deputy  and  governor  through  feveral  fucceffive  ad- 
miniftrations.  He  was  lupported  by  the  perfonal  favor  of  the  queen,  to  whom  he  frequently 
repaired  to  lay  before  her  the  Rate  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  and  his  own  complaints  of  the  different 
officers,  fo  that  he  was  faid  to  beia  moth  in  the  garments  of  all  the  deputies  of  his  time.  He 
had  eftabliffied  his  own  confequence  in  the  oppreflion  of  the  Iriffi,  and  abufed  the  confidence 
of  the  queen,  by  artful  and  falfe  reprefentations,  to  continue  the  fame  pernicious  fyfiem  of  govern- 
ment for  his  own  emolument  and  fecurity. 
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(according  to  tile  Lambeth  manufcript)  were  three,  viz.  1.  A general  liberty 
of  confcience.  2.  A general  pardon  for  all.  3.  That  no  garrifon,  fheriff,  or 
officer  ffiould  remain  in  any  of  their  countries  (Newry  and  Carrickfergiis 
excepted).  After  the  recommencement  of  hoftilitics,  the  remainder  of 
Elizabeth’s  reign  was  a continued  fcene  of  the  molt  difaftrous  war,  famine, 
and  defolation.  The  council  gave  it  under  their  hands,  that  it  was  an  uni- 
njerfal  IriJJi  rthdlion  to  Jhake  off  all  Englijh  government.  For  a feries  of 
years,  particularly  during  the  government  of  the  Queen’s  favorite  Elfex, 
the  arms  of  England  were  unfuccefsful.  During  thefe  violent  contentions, 
every  enormity  Avas  committed  by  both  parties,  at  the  very  recital  of  which 
the  foul  fickens.  At  length  the  mutual  fyltem  of  devaftation  became  fo 
general,  that  the  produce  of  that  fertile  illand  no  longer  fufficed  to  fupport 
' its  Avretched  inhabitants.  The  putrified  bodies  of  multitudes  that  fell  daily, 
more  by  famine  than  the  fword,  brought  on  a peffilence,  Avhich  threatened 
to  clear  the  land  of  its.  aboriginal  race.  The  advantages  in  this  rueful 
Rate  of  calamity  Avere  of  courfe  Avith  the  Engliffi,  Avdio  by  commanding  the 
coafts  Avere  fupplied  Avith  provifions  and  other  means  of  fubfiltence  from 
England.  This  calamitous  Avar  Avas  at  laft  put  an  end  to  by  the  forced 
fubmiffion  of  Tyrone,  and  the  difperfion  of  the  other  chieftains  Avho  had 
joined  him  in  the  rebellion. 

The  irafcible  and  haughty  charadter  of  Elizabeth  Avas  fo  affected  by  the 
obftinate  refiftance  of  Tyrone,  and  her  feelings  Avere  fo  Avorked  upon  by  the 
difgrace,  trial,  and  execution  of  Effex,  all  of  Avhich  the  laid  to  the  account 
of  her  rebellious  fubjedts  in  Ireland,  that  her  diffolution  is  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  ha\^e  been  accelerated  from  thefe  caufes.  The  Lord  Deputy  ]\Iount- 
joy  preffed  upon  Cecil  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  an  amicable  conclufion  to  the 
war.  But  the  irritated  mind  of  the  queen  interpofed  unfurmountable  ob- 
ftacles ; fo  flu6tuating  and  contradidlory  Avere  her  latter  orders  refpe6ting 
Ireland,  that  all  the  art  and  poAv^r  of  Cecil  could  not  render  them  practicable 
to  the  lord  deputy.  He  had,  hoAvever,  hazarded  the  bold  detennination 
of  acting  up  to  reafon,  and,  upon  his  own  authority,  had  fent  articles  for  a 
pacification  to  Tyrone.  In  the  height  of  his  perplexity  he  received  a private 
commiinicationL  of  the  queen’s  death,  of  Avhich  he  mofi:  prudently  availed 
himfelf  by  inftantly  clofing  the  treaty.  The  almoft  immediate  knoAvledge 
' of  this  CATnt  thrcAv  the  humiliated  dynaft  into  defpair  and  rage,  from  the 
fenfe  of  a precipitate  fubmiffion,  Avhen  perfeverance  for  one  ffiort  hour  would 
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have  preferved  his  honor,  maintained  his  reputation  with  his  countrymen,  and 
aflibrded  a favourable  opportunity  of  renewing  the  war,  or  concluding  it 
upon  more  honorable  terms  with  the  new  monarch.  But  the  dye  was  caft  : 
and  the  once  great  and  formidable  Tyrone,  now  deferted  by  his  followers, 
in  the  piteous  hate  of  fallen  greatnefs,  caft  himfelf  on  his  knees  before  the 
deputy,  acknowledged  his  guilt,  implored  mercy,  and  renounced  for  ever 
the  name  of  O’Neale,  with  all  his  former  pretenfions  to  independence, 
authority  and  fovereignty,  entreating  to  be  admitted,  through  the  bounty 
of  his  fovereign,  to  fome  part  of  his  inheritance  for  an  honorable  fubfiftence. 
The  deputy  pardoned  him  and  his  followers,  and  (with  fome  exceptions) 
promifed  him  the  reftoration  of  his  lands  and  dignity.  On  thefe  conditions 
the  pacification  was  ratified.  Thus  clofed  a rebellion  evidently  brought  on, 
ftimulated,  and  continued  by  the  noxious  policy  of  England's  treating  the 
Irifli  as  a divided,  feparate,  and  enflaved  people.  But  it  was  a melancholy 
folace,  that  the  redu6lion  of  Ireland  to  this  reluctant  ftate  of  fubmiftion, 
through  the  gloomy  trafts  of  blood,  famine,  and  peftilence,  coft  the  crown 
of  England  no  lefs  than  1,198,717/.;  a fum,  in  thofe  days,  enormous.  By 
union  alone  can  a repetition  of  fuch  feenes  be  effe<5tually  prevented. 

In  a war  of  fuch  embittered  acrimony  as  that  which  was  carried  on  be- 
tween Elizabeth  and  the  Irilh  nation,  backed  and  fupported  by  no  incon- 
liderable  force  from  Spain,  and  often  aided  by  the  court  of  Rome,  it  was  to 
be  expe6ted  that  religious  prejudice  and  enthufiafm  ftiould  be  often  reforted 
to,  in  order  to  enflame  the  minds  in  favor  of  their  own,  and  deteftation 
of  the  adverfe  caufe.  Thus  every  fpecies  of  religious  influence,  by  which 
the  leaders  (who  were  perhaps  indifferent  to  all  leligion*)  imagined  they 
could  enflame  and  ftimulate  their  followers,  was  eagerly  reforted  to ; not  as 
the  ground  of  the  contention,  but  as  means  of  enfuring  fuccefs  in  the  un- 
certainty of  the  conteft.  This  was  not  a war  of  Proteftants  againft  Catholics, 
for  the  royal  army  was  filled  with  Irifli,  and  they  were  moftly  Catholics. 
Dr.  Lelandt  bears  this  honorable  teftimony  to  the  religion'  of  the  Irifli 

nation 

* Thus  Eflex,  in  a conference  with  Tyrone,  who  was  pleading  a zeal  for  his  ancient  faith  and 
the  true  religion,  coarfely  replied,  that  his  horfe  had  as  much  religion  as  Tyrone.  Morjif.  l L. 
p.  168.  Tyrone  was  very  accompliihed,  and  fpoke  four  modern  languages  with  the  fluency  of  a 
native, 

f 2 Lei.  p.  412.  (Sull.  p.  117,  et  alibi.)  Dr.  Leland  alfo  fays  (p.  30G),  “ Candor  obliges  us 
''  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Romiflt  clergy  at  this  period  did  not  uniformly  confcur  in  exciting  the 

“ Irifli 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


87 


nation  at  that  time,  that  “ they  faw  numbers  of  the  Roinifli  communion* 
“ a6l  with  firmnefs  and  vigor  in  fupport  of  that  government  to  which  they 
“ had  fworn  allegiance ; they  faw  numbers  of  their  ecclefiaftics  inculcating 
“ the  doctrines  of  civil  obedience  and  fubmillion,  and  they  were  virulent  in 
“ condemning,  and  induftrious  in  countera6ling  fuch  dodrines. 

"j-As  Elizabeth  did  not  live  to  fee  the  redu6lion  of  Ireland  completed, 
her  fuccelTor  mull  be  confidered  as  the  firft  Englilh  monarch  who  poflefTed 
the  complete  dominion  of  Ireland.  For  under  him  for  the  firft  time  was 
the  fpirit  of  refiftance  to  the  Englilh  power  broken  down,  and  the  Englilh 
laws  univerfally  acknowledged. 

''  Irifh  to  infurredtions.  Sullivan  himfelf  confeffes  (although  it  was  his  bufinefs  to  reprefent 
" the  religious  zeal  of  his  countrymen  in  the  moft  advantageous  point  of  view)  that  a confiderable 
**  party  among  this  clergy,  recommended  a dutiful  fubmiffion  to  government,  and  oppofed  the 

pradtices  of  their  more  intemperate  brethren.” 

* No  one  can  have  fairly  attended  to  the  workings  of  human  nature  upon  a multitude  embarked 
in  a defperate  caufe,  who  will  not  admit,  that  in  proportion  to  the  eagernefs  with  which  the  caufe 
is  adopted,  fo  are  all  means  of  aid,  countenance,  and  fupport  reforted  to.  O’Nial,  at  the  beginning 
of  his  infurredtion,  had  entered  into  the  war  under  a full  convidtion  and  repeated  affiirances  of 
receiving  fuccours  from  the  Pope,  and  the  King  of  Spain ; and  he  continued  conftantly  to  im- 
portune both  thefe  powers  for  affiftance.  He  particularly  urged  the  Roman  pontiff  to  countenance 
his  caufe,  and  by  fome  public  adt  to  fettle  the  minds  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  upon  the  un- 
lawfulnefs  of  fubmitting  to  Elizabetli,  who  ftill  remained  fubjeiS;  to  the  excommunication  pro- 
nounced againft  her  by  Pius  V.  Tyrone  entreated  his  holinefs  to  fend  over  a nuncio  to  Ireland, 
whofe  prefence  might  confirm  the  wavering,  overawe  the  timid,  and  impofe  upon  all.  Clement 
the  Vlllth,  however,  was  m'bre  fparing  of  his  treafure  and  fubjedts,  than  of  his  words.  He  accord- 
ingly wrote  a public  hrext  from  Rome  on  the  6th  of  April,  l600,  addreffed  to  the  whole  Irilh 
nation  a copy  of  which  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XII.  Imprudent  as  fuch  interference 
ever  muft  be  from  the  perfon  who  ought  to  be  the  arch-minifler  of  peace  and  harmony,  fiill  mull 
it  be  recolledted,  that  on  this  occafion  the  moll  earnell  importunities  were  'employed  to  bring  for- 
ward the  fupreme  pontiff  to  this  interference. 

f Vide  Lord  Clare's  fpeech,  p.  10. 

Ere  we  enter  upon  another  reign,  it  will  be  but  candor  to  enable  the  impartial  reader  to  fee 
more  fully  the  grounds  and  reafons  why  the  Irifli  rofe  againll  Elizabeth,  and  fo  obllinately  per- 
filled  in  their  rebellion.  Many  of  thefe  are  colledled  together  in  a very  llrong  and  fenfible  Me- 
morial fubmitted  to  the  queen,  by  Captain  Thomas  Lee,  a good  officer  and  ftaunch  proteftanL 
in  the  year  1594.  Several  of  the  fadls  he  was  eye  witnefs  to;  others  he  vouches  for  the  truth  of. 
This  is  preferved  in  manufcript  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin  : fome  few  extradls  of  which  are  to 
be  feen  in  Appendix,  No.  XIL  The  whole  is  very  long. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THE  REIGN  OF  JAMES  THE  FIRST. 

■TL  HE  accefl'ion  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart  to  the  throne  of  England,  and  con- 
fequently  to  that  of  Ireland,  forms  a very  notable  aera  in  the  modern  hiftory 
of  that  country.  The  condu6l  of  the  Irifli  to  this  family,  and  their  treat- 
ment of  them  in  return,  furniflies  a moll  melancholy  illuftration  of  that 
deteftable  policy  of  the  Stuarts,  which  bafely  laviflied  that  favor  upon  their 
enemy,  which  was  the  rightful  perquifite  of  their  faithful  friend.  True 
it  is,  that  King  James  was  the  firft  monarch  that  extended  the  legiflative 
as  well  as  the  juridical  power  beyond  the  Pale,  It  was  the  intereft  of  the 
crown  to  have  the  whole  kingdom  in  effeflive  fubje6tion  to  the  law  of  Eng- 
land ; it  was  the  intereft  of  the  kingdom  to  be  no  longer  fubjeiSed  to  feveral 
chieftains,  who  were  inceflantly  at  war  with  each  other,  or  with  the  crown 
of  England.  Ireland  was  fo  reduced  by  tlie  fword,  famine,  and  defolation, 
that  the  abandoned  all  thoughts  of  that  liberty  and  independance,  which 
was  only  to  be  purchafed  by  a continuance  of  fuch  calamities.  England 
revolted  at  the  idea  of  retaining  the  fovereignty  of  a kingdom  by  fo  profufe 
a drain  of  blood  and  treafure,  which  her  refources  Avere  inadequate  any  Iqnger 
to  fupply.*  James's  firft  care  therefore  Avas  to  ingratiate  himfelf  Avith  the 
Irifli.  Tyrone  and  Roderick  O’Donnel,  Avho  in  the  late  commotions  had 
been  A^ry  aftiv^e  againft  the  government,  accompanied  Mountjoy  to  the 

* Morrifon  (p.  197)  fays,  that  the  queen’s  charge  for  Ireland,  from  the  ift  of  April,  1600,  to 
the  29th  of  March,  1602,  was  283,673/.  \Qs.4l(l.  And  Robertfon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Scotland, 
tells  us,  that  ” it  was  part  of  James’s  policy,  in  order  to  pave  the  way  to  his  fucceflion,  to  wafte 
“ the  vigor  of  the  Rate  of  England,  by  fome  infenfible,  yet  powerful  means  : he  had  his  agents  in 
Ireland,  fomenting  Tyrone’s  war  (the  Scots  daily  carrying  munition  to  the  rebels)  in  Ulfter ; 
fo  that  the  Queen  was  driven  almoft  to  an  incredible  expence  in  carrying  it  on,  and  her  ene- 
mies  Rill  encouraged  by  James’s  fecret  afliRance  and  promifes,”  Of  this,  Elizabeth  complained 
to  James  in  a letter,  in  1.^99,  remonfirafing  with  him  upon  the  impolicy  of  abetting  what  the 
termed  the  dangerous  party,  and  failing  his  own  (Saund.  King  James).  No  one  therefore 
could  be  more  alive  to  the  dangers  of  Uie  Irifli  perfifling  in  rebellion  tjian  King  James. 
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court  of  King  James,  where  they  were  moft  gracioufly  received : the  former 
w’as  confirmed  in  all  his  lands  and  honors,  the  latter  was  created  Earl  of 
Tyrconnel.  It  is  evident,  that  James,  on  his  firft  acceffion  to  the  throne, 
not  only  permitted,  but  encouraged  reports  to  be  circulated  that  he  fliould 
be  favourable  to  the  Catholie  caufe.  Thefe  reports  were  naturally  magnified 
by  the  impetuofity  and  enthufiafm  of  the  Irifli;  and  it  was  currently  believed 
by  a large  portion  of  the  nation,  that  the  king  himfelf  was  of  that  per- 
fuafion.*  Mr.  Ofburne,  indeed,  fays,  “ it  is  certain,  that  the  promife  King 
“ James  made  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  was  regiftered,  and  amounted  fo 
“ high  at  leaft  as  a toleration  of  their  religion.”  In  the  warmth  of  thefe 
hopes  and  expe6tations,  they  no  longer  confidered  it  neceffary  to  confine 
their  religious  worfiiip  to  privacy : in  many  parts  of  Leinfler,  and  more 
particularly  of  Munfter,  they  openly  performed  the  divine  fervice  and  other 
religious  ceremonies,  in  the  full  external  form  of  the  Roman  ritual,  f “ Dif- 
“ daining  to  confine  their  devotions  any  longer  to  privacy  and  retirement, 
“ they  eje6led  the  reformed  minifters  from  their  churches  ; they  feized  thofe 
“ religious  houfes  which  had  been  converted  to  civil  ufes ; they  ere6led 

their  croffes ; they  celebrated  their  maffes,  pompoufly  and  publicly,  and 
“ their  ecclefiaftics  were  feen  marching  in  proceffion,  cloathed  in  the  habits 
“ of  their  refpe6live  orders.”  When  the  lord  deputy  remonllrated  with  them 
upon  this  daring  violation  and  defiance  of  the  law,  we  are  informed  by  the 
fame  author,  that  they  coolly  and  determinedly  anfwered,  that  they  only 
“ now  exercifed  publickly,  that  which  before  they  had  been  fuffered  to 
“ exercife  privately;  and  as  their  public  prayers  gave  teftimony  of  their 
“ faithful  hearts  to  the  king,  fo  they  were  tied  to  be  no  lefs  careful  to 

* It  is  reported  of  James,  that  he  fent  a letter,  under  his  own  hand  and  feal,  to  Pope  Clement 
the  Vlllth,  affuring  his  holinefs  that  it  was  his  majefty’s  intention  to  become  a Roman  Catholic 
whenever  he  fhould  afcend  the  Englifli  throne.  In  fa£t,  James  objected  not  to  any  tenets  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith ; but  only  to  the  abulive  encroachments  of  the  fpiritual  over  the  civil  power: 
for  he  faid,  in  his  premonition  (James’s  Works,  ed.  l6l6,  p.  30C.)  ; ''  For  myfelf  (if  that  were 
“ yet  the  queftion)  I would  with  all  my  heart  give  my  confent,  that  the  Bilhop  of  Rome  lliould 
“ have  the  firft  feate.  I being  a weftern  King  would  goe  with  the  patriarch  of  the  Weft.  And 
“■  for  his  temporall  principalitie  over  tlie  fignory  of  Rome,  I doe  not  quarrell  it  neither : let  him  in 
“ God  his  name  be  primus  epifcoponnn  inter  omnes  cpifcopos  et  princeps  epifcoporum : fo  it  be  n® 
" otherwife,  but  as  Peter  was,  princeps  apojiolorum." 

I 2 Lei.  p.  413,  after  Moryfon,  2 vol,  p,  333. 
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“ manifeft  tlieir  duties  to  God,  in  which  they  never  would  be  diffenibling 
“ temporizers.” 

Mountjoy  marched  an  armed  force  into  Munfter,  in  oixler  to  check  this 
open  defiance  of  the  law.  At  Waterford  he  found  the  town  gates  fliut 
againfthim  : the  citizens  pleaded,  that  by  a charter  of  King  John  they  were 
exempted  from  quartering  foldiers ; but  Mountjoy  inftantly  replied,  that 
with  the  fword  of  King  James  he  would  cut  to  pieces  the  charter  of  King 
John;  level  their  city  with  the  ground,  and  flrew  fait  upon  its  ruins.  The 
menace  was  efiedual  : Mountjoy  entered  : the  citizens  were  terrified  into 
fubmiffion.  From  this  condu6l;  of  the  deputy,  the  other  cities  of  JVIunfter, 
wliich  had  declared  for  the  free  and  public  exercife  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  were  intimidated  to  a like  compliance  with  the  laws.*  The  Eng- 
lifh  hiftorians  charge  feveral  of  thefe  cities  with  refufing  to  proclaim  King 
James,  as  an  heretical  prince ; alledging  that  their  confciences  would  not 

* It  would  not  be  candid  to  charge  thefe  men  with  fo  many  open  and  deliberate  adts  of  treaforr, 
for  thus  publickly  exerciling  their  religion.  We  have  before  obferved,  that  the  a£ts  of  Elizabeth, 
as  well  as  the  other  a6ts  of  the  Pale  parliament  were  not  obeyed  twenty  miles  from  Dublin : and  even 
within  the  Pale,  the  penal  laws  of  Elizabeth  had  not  been  executed  for  the  laft  forty  years. 
All  the  Irifli  annalifts  affirm,  that  the  Statute  of  Uniformity  (2  Eliz.)  was  furreptitioufly  obtained 
by  the  art  of  Stanyhurft,  the  then  fpeaker;  who,  at  an  unufual  hour  and  on  an  unexpedted  day, 
procured  the  bill  to  be  palfed  by  the  friends  to  reform,  in  the  abfence  of  thofe  who  were  expedted 
to  have  oppofed  it.  They  foon  after  protefted  againll  the  adl  of  this  fmuggled  convention  : and 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  affured  tliem,  with  oaths  and  proteftations,  that  the  penalties  of  that  adi 
ffiould  never  be  inflidted,  which  they  believing,  fuffered  it  to  remain  without  any  further  oppofition. 
In  fupport  of  the  probability  of  this  circumftance,  was  the  fubfequent  fadt,  that  this  law  was 
feldom,  if  ever  executed,  during  the  remainder  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  viz.  for  more  than 
forty  years  j that  is,  until  all  or  raoft  of  thofe  members  were,  probably,  dead,  to  whom  the 
promife  had  been  given.  (Vide  Jnaleft.  Sacr.  p.43\.)  Otlier  caufes  may,  witli  great  plaufibility, 
be  alligned  for  the  nofi-execution  of  the  penal  laws,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  in  Ireland  j 
whilft  hundreds  were  put  to  death,  and  thoufands  fuffered  in  their  perfons  and  fortunes  under 
f milar  laws  in  England.  Thofe  within  the  Pale  were  equally  tenacious  of  their  ancient  faith,  as 
thofe  without  it.  The  queen’s  army  was  full  of  native  Iriffi,  all  or  mod  of  whom  then  were  Catholic. 
And  Moryfon  (p.  1 20)  afferts,  that  one  half  of  that  gallant  army  under  Lord  Mountjoy,  which 
fo  fuccefsfully  attacked,  and  at  laft  entirely  defeated  Tyrone,  was  Irifli : nor  did  their  having  lefs 
pay  than  the  Englilb,  or  their  being  expofed  to  endure  the  brunt  of  every  action,  left'en  their  zeal 
or  activity  in  the  fervice.  The  long  period  of  warfare  during  Elizabeth’s  reign,  and  the  fear  of 
weakening  her  army  by  eftranging  the  affections  of  the  Catholics,  who  were  actually  engaged  iu 
her  fervice,  muft  have  difpofed  Elizabeth  to  difcountenance  and  check,  as  far  as  fire  could,  the 
execution  of  that  fevere  code  of  penal  laws  againft  the  Catholics. 
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permit  them  to  fubmit  to  a prince,  who  impugned  the  Catholic  faith.  The 
Irifh  hiftorians  attribute  the  delay  of  fome  days  in  proclaiming  the  new 
monarch  to.  the  extraordinary  preparations  for  doing  it  with  unufual  fplen- 
dor,  under  the  flattering  delufion  of  his  profetfing  their  own  religion. 

Although  by  the  fuppreflion  of  tlie  late  rebellion  the  minds  of  the  people 
were  broken  and  prepared  for  obedience,  yet  it  was  conceived  that  the 
peace  of  the  nation  could  not  be  firmly  fettled,  till  their  minds  were  quieted, 
and  thejr  perfons  and  property  fecured  from  the  effeds  of  the  law,  which 
moft  of  them  had  incurred  in  fome  way  or  other  during  the  general  con- 
fuflon.  For  this  purpofe,  an  a6l  of  ftate,  called  An  A6t  of  Oblivion  and 
Indemnity^  was  publiflied  by  proclamation  under  the  great  feal,  by  which 
all  offences  againft  the  crown,  and  all  particular  trefpafles  between  fubjefil 
and  fubje6t,  were,  to  all  fuch  as  would  come  in  to  the  juflices  of  aflize 
by  a certain  day  and  claim  the  benefit  of  that  a6t,  pardoned,  remitted,  and 
utterly  extinguiflied,  never  to  be  revived  or  called  in  quefnon.  And  by 
the  fame  proclamation,  all  the  Irifliry  who  had  hitherto  received  no  defence 
or  proteftion  from  the  crown,  having  been  entirely  fubjedled  to  their  refpec- 
tive  chieftains,  were  admitted  into  his  majefty’s  immediate  proteftion. 
“ This,”  fays  Sir  John  Davies,*  “ bred  fuch  comfort  and  fecurity  in  the 
“ hearts  of  all  men,  as  thereupon  enfued  the  calmeft  and  moft  univerfal  peace 
“ that  ever  was  feen  in  Ireland.”  So  true  has  it  at  all  times  been,  that 
mildnefs  and  liberality  towards  the  Irifii  have  ever  been  requited  with  their 
fubmiflivenefs,  fidelity,  and  attachment.  J King  James,  in  order  more 

effectually 

* Difc.  p.  262, 

f In  anfwer  to  many  fevere  and  unjuft  reflexions  formerly  and  recently  made  upon  the  lawlefs 
ferocity  and  intraXability  of  the  Irifli,  I fhall  cite  the  authority  of  Sir  John  Davis,  who  certainly 
had  the  faireft  opportunity  of  knowing  them,  and  cannot  be  fufpeXed  of  partiality,  as  holding  a 
high  official  fituation  under  a monarch  little  difpofed  to  favor  them  from  inclination.  (Difc.  p.  267. ) 
" Againe  thefe  circuits  of  juftiqe  did  (upon  the  ende  of  the  warre)  more  terrifie  the  loofe  and  idle 
perfonnes  then  the  execution  of  the  martial  law,  though  it  were  more  quick  and  fiiddaine  : and 
in  a Ihort  time  after  did  fo  cleere  the  kingdome  of  theeves  and  other  capitall  offenders,  as  I dare 
" affirme,  that  for  the  fpace  of  five  years  laft  paft,  there  have  not  bin  founde  fo  manie  malefaXors 
" worthy  of  death  in  all  the  fix  circuits  of  this  realme  (which  is  now  divided  into  thirty-two  fhires 
" at  large),  as  in  one  circuit  of  fix  flrires,  namely  the  weftern  circuit  in  England.  For  the  troth 
" is,  that  in  time  of  peace  the  Irifh  are  more  fearful  to  offend  the  law,  then  the  Englifli  or  any 
" other  nation  whatfoever.”  (And  p.  283.)  “ In  which  condition  of  fiibjeXes,  they  will  gladly 
**  continue  without  defeXion  or  adhering  to  any  other  lord,  or  king,  as  long  as  they  may  be  pro- 
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cffeftually  to  fecure  the  full  dominion  both  of  the  Iridi  and  their  property, 
' publifhed  a proclamation,  which  is  ufually  called  the  Commilfion  of  Grace, 
for  fecuring  the  Subjeds  of  Ireland  againft  all  claims  of  the  Crown,  The 
chief  governor  was  thereby  empowered  to  accept  the  furrenders  of  thofe 
Iri/h  lords,  who  Rill  held  their  eftates  or  polfeffions  by  the  old  tenures  of 
Tanejiry  and  Gavelkind,  and  to  regrant  them  in  fee  limple  according  to 
the  Englilli  law : thus  converting  the  eftates  for  life  of  the  chieftains  into 
eftates  in  fee  Ample.  For  this  there  were  two  obvious  reafons  of  ftate 
policy : the  firft  was,  that  in  cafe  of  a forfeiture  the  whole  would  become 
vefted  in  the  crown  by  the  attainder  of  the  forfeiting  perfon ; whereas 
if  by  the  old  tenure  of  Taneftry  they  remained  tenants  for  life,  the  eftates 
could  only  in  fuch  cafes  be  forfeited  to  the  crown  for  the. life  of  the  for- 
feiting perfon,  and  would  be  faved  to  all  remainder  men,  which  by  the  old 
Brehon  tenure  were  in  fa6i;  the  whole  fept.  The  fecond  reafon  was,  that 
by  vefting  the  fee  fimple  in  the  chief,  which  by  the  couiTe  of  the  Englifti 
law  made  it  defcendible  to  his  eldeft  fon  or  heir  at  law,  it  excluded  the 
fept  from  their  reverfionary  diftributive  rights  of  Gavelkind  upon  the  death 
of  the  tenant  for  life,  and  thus  detached  the  fepts  from  that  common  bond 
of  intereft  and  union  with  their  chief,  which  gave  them  firmnefs,  confiftency, 
and  confequence,  and  neceflarily  threw  them  thus  disjointed  more  imme- 
diately under  the  power  of  the  fovereign,  by  leaving  one  only  freeholder 
or  tenant  to  the  crown  in  each  fept.  The  new  grants  to  the  lords  were 
limited  to  the  lands  in  their  a6lual  poffefiion.  And  thofe  lands,  which 
any  of  his  followers  held  on  any  precarious  Irifti  tenures  of  the  chief,  were 
confirmed  to  the  mefne  tenant  alfo  in  fee,  upon  paying  to  the  lord  a certain 
annual  rent  equivalent  to  the  lord’s  beneficial  intereft  in  the  fervices  or 
tenure  of  his  tenant.  Thus  was  the  whole  landed  intereft  of  Ireland  new 
modelled ; and  the  example  of  thefe  new  patentees  of  the  crown  was  fol- 
lowed by  many  trading  towns  and  corporations  throughout  the  kingdom : 
they  furrendered  their  old,  and  accepted  new  charters  from  the  crown, 

tefltd  and  juftly  governed  v/iihovit  opprejfion  on  the  one  fide,  or  on  tlie  other.  For 

"■  there  is  no  nation  of  people  under  the  funne,  that  doth  love  equal  and  indifferent  juftice 

better  than  the  Irilh  : or  will  reft  better  fatisfied  with  the  execution  thereof,  though  it  be 
" againft  themfelvesj  fo  as  tliey  may  have  the  benefit  and  proteftion  of  the  law,  when  upon  juft 
“ caufes  tliey  do  defire  it.”  , 

with 
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with  fuch  regulations  and  privileges  as  were  more  congenial  with  the  policy 
and  views  of  the  court. 

“ It  was  not  without  fome  reafon,”  fays  Leland,*  “ that  the  numerous 
“ body  of  Catholics  in  Ireland  prefumed  on  the  favor  of  the  new  king? 
“ and  his  partiality  to  their  communion.  They  had  frequent  opportunities 
“ by  thofe  emilfaries  of  Rome,  who  were  continually  pouring  into  their 
“ country,  to  be  informed  of  his  tranfadtions  with  the  pontiff,  whiie'king  of 
“ Scots,  and  of  the  expe6lations  conceived  of  his  converfion.  The  fenti- 
“ ments  which  he  exprefled  with  refpe6l  to  popery  to  his  firft  parliament, 
“ were  hut  a repetition  of  thofe  opinions  which  he  had  avowed  on  other 
“ occafions;  and  every  expreflion  of  tendernefs  to  what  he  called  the  mother 
“ church,  and  every  rumour  of  his  fecret  intentions  were  induftrioufly  propa- 
“ gated  and  magnified  to  a credulous  people,  removed  at  a great  diftance 
“ from  authentic  information.”  James  now  felt  himfelf  firmly  feated  on 
the  throne  of  Ireland.  In  his  religious  principles  he  was  neither  a Proteftant 
nor  a Catholic  : he  difliked  and  dreaded  the  Puritans.  He  always  cherifiied 
a filial  reverence  and  affe6lion  for  his  mother;  and  retained  an  indelible 
fenfe  of,  though  he  wanted  firmnefs  to  avenge  the  injuries  and  indignities  fiie 
had  fuflfered.  Inflated  with  conceit  and  vanity,  this  weak  prince  had  blindly 
mounted  himfelf  upon  the  bafelefs  pinnacle  of  overftretched  prerogative, 
and  whilft  he  indulged  in  this  vifionary  fecurity,  he  permitted  himfelf  to 
be  carried  down  with  every  ftream  of  flattery,  fear,  or  menace,  as  they  fuc- 
ceflively  flowed  in  upon  him.  As  a Stuart  he  was  ever  ready  to  facrifice 
his  friend  to  the  fear  of  his  enemy.  At  this  time  the  Puritan  party  had 
acquired,  both  in  the  church  and  ftatef  of  Ireland,  an  eminent  afcendancy; 

and 

* a Leland,  p.  420. 

Geoghegan  in  his  hiftory  (p.  422)  fays,  that  it  is  notorious,  that  notwithftanding  the  feverity 
of  the  laws  made  in  Ireland  againft  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  during  the  reigns  of  Henjy  VIII. 
Edward  VI.  Elizabeth,  and  James  I.  not  fixty  of  the  Irith  embraced  the  Proteftant  religion,  though 
Ireland  then  contained  more  than  two  millions  of  fouls. 

f Lord  Deputy  Chichefter,  who  was  afterwards  created  Baron  Eelfaft,  had  been  the  pupil  of  the 
famous  Cartwright,  who  was  fo  violent  an  oppofer  of  the  church  eftablithment,  that  in  writing  to 
Archbithop  Whitgift  he  ufed  thefe  ftrong  expreflions  ; Certain  of  the  things  we  (the  Difl'enters) 
ftand  upon  are  fuch,  that  if  every  hair  of  our  heads  were  a life,  we  ought  to  afford  them  for 
“ the  defence  of  them.”  And  Sir  George  Paul,  in  the  life  of  this  archbifhop  (p.  4?),  gives  us, 
by  way  of  fample,  a part  of  the  conftant  public  prayer  of  this  Cartwright  before  his  fermons  : 
" Becaufe  they  (meaning  the  Bilhops),  which  ought  to  be  pillars  of  the  church,  do  band  them- 

“ felves 
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and  from  tliis  moment  they  were  preparing  to  get  up  that  eventful  tragedy, 
which  clofed  in  the  cataftrophe  of  the  throne,  altars,  and  conftitution  of  the 
Britilh  empire.  Their  firft  a6l  was  to  exprefs  their  indignation  at  the  relax- 
ations, favor,  and  countenance  Ihewn  to  the  Catholics.  The  immediate 
effect  of  which  was  a formal  publication  or  promulgation  of  the  Statute  of 
Conformity  (2  Eliz.)  exemplified  under  the  great  feal,  under  pretence  that 
the  printed  copies  of  the  a6l  varied  from  the  record,  but  in  fa6t  to  give 
.fanction  and  publicity  to  an  a6t,  which  was  now  intended  to  be  rigoroufly 
executed,  though  it  had  for  forty  years  been  almoft  a dead  letter.  The 
King’s  Proclamation  for  the  ftridl  obfervance  of  it  was  annexed  to  the  Exem- 
plification, and  folemnly  publifiied  throughout  the  nation.*  This  meafure 
was  peculiarly  (Calculated  to  wound  the  Iriih  nation;  and  they  were  ftill 
more  forely  aggrieved  by  the  infulting  humiliation  of  certain  commiffions 
iffued  in  confequence  of  the  proclamation,  by  which  the  Catholics  of  con- 
dition were  appointed  inquifitors  to  watch  and  inform  againft  thofe  of 

" felves  againft  Chrift  and  his  truth,  therefore,  O Lord,  give  us  grace  and  power  as  one  man  to  let 
ourfelves  againft  them.”  At  this  time  the  whole  body  .of  the  reformed  dergy  in  Ireland  was 
Puritan]  the  moft  eminent  of  whom  for  learning  was  Ulher,  then  provoft  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  and  afterwards  archbilhop  of  Armagh,  who  by  his  management  and  contrivance  procured 
the  whole  dodrine  of  Calvin  to  be  received  as  the  public  belief  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  and  ratified 
by  Chichefter  in  the  kiivg’s  name.  Not  only  the  famous  Lambeth  articles  concerning  predefti- 
nation,  grace,  and  juftifying  faith,  fent  down  as  a ftandard  of  dodrine  to  Cambridge,  but  immedi- 
ately fupprefl'ed  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  afterwards  difapproved  and  rejeded  by  King  James, 
when  propofed  to  him  by  Dr.  Reynolds  in  the  conference  of  Hampton  Court,  but  alfo  feveral  par- 
ticular fancies  and  notions  of  his  own  were  incorporated,  fays  Carte  (Ofm.  l vol.  p.  73),  into  the 
articles  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  and  by  his  credit  approved  of  in  convocation,  and  afterwards 
confirmed  by  the  Lord  Deputy  Chichefter. 

* The  language  of  this  proclamation  ftrongly  proves  the  grounds  which  the  Catholics  had  for 
rejoicing  at  the  acceflion  of  James  1.  from  whom  they  expeded  protedion,  countenance  and  favor. 
It  bears  date  the  4th  of  July,  l605.  “ Whereas  his  Majefty  was  informed,  that  his  fubjeds  of 

“ Ireland  had  been  deceived  by  a falfe  report,  that  his  Majefty  was  difpofed  to  allow  them  liberty 
" of  confcience  and  the  free  choice  of  a religion  contrary  to  that  which  he  had  always  profefled 
himfelf;  by  which  means  it  has  happened,  that  many  of  his  fubjeds  of  that  kingdom  had 
firmly  refolved  to  remain  conftantly  in  that  religion.  Wherefore  he  declared  to  all  his  fubjeds 
^ Ireland,  that  he  would  not  admit  any  fuch  liberty  of 'confcience  as  they  were  made  to  exped 
by  that  report.”  He  then  proceeds  to  enjoin  all  and  each  of  his  fubjeds,  for  the  time  to  come, 
to  fresjuent  their  refpedive  churches  and  chapels,  and  to  comply  minutely  with  all  tlie  requifitions 
of  the  Ad  of.  Uniformity,  &c.  &c. 
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their  own  communion,  who  did  not  frequent  the  Proteftant  churches;  by 
negle6t  of  which,  they  were  fubjefted  to  fine  and  imprifonment.  j'  Leland 
obferves,  that  this  ineafure  injiead of  terrify'mg  the.  delinquents  enraged  them. 
The  magiftrates  and  chief  citizens  of  Dublin  were  firft  called  upon  to  re- 
nounce their  religion.  ^ “ Eighteen  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  city  were 
“ fummoned  to  the  court  of  Caftle  Chamber,  of  whom  nine  of  the  chief 
“ were  cenfured,  and  fix  of  the  aldermen  fined  each  100/,  ; and  the  other 
“ three  50/.  apiece ; they  were  all  committed  prilbners  to  the  caftle  during 
“ the  pleafure  of  the  court,  and  it  was  ordered,  that  none  of  the  citizens 
“ fiiould  bear  office  till  they  conformed.  The  week  following  the  reft 
“ were  cenfured  in  the  fame  manner,  except  Alderman  Archer,  who  con- 
“ formed.  Their  fines  M'^ere  allotted  to  the  repairs  of  fuch  churches  as  had 
“ been  damaged  by  the  accidental  blowing  up  of  the  magazine  of  gun- 
“ powder  in  1 Sgd,  to  the  relieving  poor  fcholars,  and  to  other  charitable 
“ ufes.”  On  this  occafion  all  the  old  families  of  the  Pale  took  the  alarm, 

t 

and  boldly  remonftrated  againft  the  feverity  of  thefe  proceedings  : they  denied 
the  legality  of  the  fentence  by  which  thefe  feverities  were  inf]i61ed,  and  urged 
that  even  by  the  ftatute  of  Elizabeth  the  crime  of  recufancy  had  its  punifli- 
ment  afcertained,  and  that  any  extenfion  of  the  penalty  beyond  the  letter  of 
the  ftatute,  was  illegal  and  unconftitutional.  Their  remonftrance  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  council  by  an  unufual  concourfe  of  thofe  who  were  interefted 
in  the  event.  The  chief  of  the  petitioners  were  inftantly  committed  to 
gaol ; and  Sir  Patrick  Barnewall,  their  great  agent,  was,  by  the  king’s  com- 
mand, foon  after  fent  over  to  England  in  cuftody,  and  there  committed  to  the 
Tower  of  London. 

Thefe  proceedings  naturally  produced  general  rancour  and  diftruft:  but 
the  views  of  thofe  who  had  inftituted  them,  would  have  been  difappointed, 
unlefs  fome  advantages  could  be  reaped  from  them.  In  proportion  to  the 
probability  of  fome  of  the  nobility’s  refenting  this  harfii  and  unexpefted 
treatment,  were  rumours  of  infurredlions  and  confpiracies  fet  afloat,  eagerly 
taken  up,  and  induftrioufly  magnified.  When  Chichefter  had,  by  his  in- 
temperate feverity,  mounted  up  one  party  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  provocation, 
and  worked  up  the  other  to  an  excefs  of  credulity  and  alarm,  an  anonymous 

t Anal.  Sacr,  p,  25. 

} Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Dublin,  p.  3S3. 
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letter  was  dropped  in  the  privy  council  chamber,  intimating  a traiterous 
fcheme  of  rebellion,  formed  by  the  Earls  of  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel  and  other 
lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  North,  for  feizing  the  Caftle  of  Dublin,  mur- 
dering the  deputy,  and  raifmg  a general  revolt,  with  the  aid  of  Spain : and 
all  this  in  defence  of  the  Catholic  religion.*  Certain  it  is,  that  Tyrone  and 
Tyrconnel  fled  the  country,  and  were,  together  with  fome  other  fugitives 
of  inferior  note,  attainted  of  high  treafon.  The  confequence  was,  the  for- 
feiture of  all  their  vafl  eftates  to  the  crown. f Thefe  eftates,  which  befides 
fome  other  that  had  been  alfo  forfeited  to  the  crown  by  Sir  Cahir  O’Dogherty 
and  feveral  of  his  adherents,  who  afterwards  a6lually  were  for  about  five 
months  in  rebellion,  comprifed  almoft  the  whole  fix  northern 'counties  of 
Cavan,  Fermanagh,  Armagh,  Derry,  Tyrone,  and  Tyrconnel  (now  called 

* At  this  diftant  period  of  time,  the  contradiftory  accounts  of  this  infurreftion  by  cotemporarjr 
authors,  together  with  a total  failure  of  any  proof  of  overt  a6ts,  leave  little  room  to  doubt  about 
Its  aftual  exiftencc.  Jones,  bifhop  of  Meath,  who  had  formerly  been  fcout-mafter-general  to 
Cromwell’s  army,  has  given  this  account  of  the  anonymous  letter,  which  Carleton,  bilhop  of 
Chichefter,  wholly  omits,  and  he  fays  he  had  his  account  from  a report  of  the  bifliop  of  Derry. 
The  pretended  letter  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XIII. 

Some  hiftorians  attribute  the  flight  of  thefe  noblemen  to  a confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  others  to 
their  perfuafion  that  St.  Lawrence  would  follow  them  up  to  convidion  by  the  fame  treachery 
and  perjury  with  which  he  had  brought  on  their  accufation.  Dr.  Anderfon,  in  his  Royal  Genealo- 
gies, p.  786,  dedicated  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  1736,  fays, Artful  Cecil  employed  one  St. 
Lawrence  to  entrap  the  Earls  of  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel,  the  Lord  Delvin,  and  other  Irifli  chiefs 
into  a Iham  plot,  which  had  no  evidence  but  his.  But  thofe  chiefs  being  bafely  informed,  that 
witnefles  were  to  be  hired  againft  them,  foolilhly  fled  from  Dublin,  and  fo  taking  guilt  upon 
them,  they  were  declared  rebels,  and  fix  entire  counties  in  Ulfter  were  at  once  forfeited  to  the 
crown,  which  was  what  their  enemies  wanted."  That  this  St.  Lawrence  was  a fit  inftrument 
for  fuch  a defign  is  clear,  from  what  Cambden  relates  of  him  (Eliz.  74 1)  viz.  that  he  offered  to 
minder  Lord  Gray  de  Wilton  and  Sir  Thomas  Gerald,  to  prevent  tlieir  conveying  reports  of  Effex 
to  the  queen;  which  bloody  fervice  Lord  Effex  rejefted  with  indignation.  No  hiftory,  whatever, 
•mentions  any  fymptoms  of  rifing  in  the  North  at  this  time.  And  the  king  immediately  after 
publilhed  an  overcautionary  forced  proclamation  (quod  vide  in  Appendix,  No.  XIV.),  by  which 
he  pledged  hirafelf,  thereafter  to  make  it  appear  to  the  world  as  clear  as  the  fun  by  evident  proof, 
that  the  only  ground  of  thefe  earls  departure  was  their  own  knowledge  and  terror  of  guilt.  Thefe 
proofs  have  nevej- yet  been  produced.  And  the  aft  of  parliament  (11,  12,  and  IS  Jac.  c.  iv.)  by 
which  the  attainders  were  confirmed,  makes  no  reference  to  tliem ; but  barely  recites,  that  they 
with  feveral  others  were  attainted,  as  by  fundrie  inquifitions  remaining  of  record  may  appear.  This 
affefted  brevity  was  little  congenial  with  the  fpirit  and  ftile  of  the  pedantic  James;  and  widely  dif- 
■fimilar  from  Elizabeth’s  act  of  attainder  of  O’Nial. 

Donegal). 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


105 


Donegal).  From  that  period  King  James  entered  upon  his  favorite  fcheme 
of  forming  a plantation  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  excluding  the  old  inhabi- 
tants, and  introducing  the  new  religion.*  The  lands  were  accordingly 
parcelled  out  amongft  the  adventurers,  who  flocked  thither  from  England 
and  Scotland.  The  latter  were  the  more  numerous,  and  brought  with  them 
the  principles  and  difcipline  of  Prefbyterianifm.  This  new  fettlement  or  colony 
was  put  under  particular  regulations,  all  calculated  to  fupport  and  flrengthen 
the  Proteftant  religion.  The  mofi;  opulent  adventurers  in  this  fpeculatioii 
were  the  citizens  of  London they  obtained  a large  trad  of  land  on  the 


* Although  the  rebellion  of  Sir  Cahir  O’Dogherty  were  confined  to  the  diftrift  of  Innilliowen 
and  its  environs,  yet  did  James  ever  afFe£t  to  confider  the  whole  Irilli  nation  as  rebels  or  re- 
bellioufly  difpofed,  as  appears  by  his  reference  to  tlie  fyftem  'of  his  northern  plantation  in  a 
fpeech  to  the  parliament,  at  Whitehall,  in  1609:  ” As  for  Ireland,  ye  all  well  know  how  uncer- 
“ tain  my  charges  are  ever  there,  that  people  being  fo  eafily  ftirred,  partly  through  the  barbarity 
and  want  of  civilitie,  and  partly  through  their  corruption  in  religion,  to  break  foortlie  in  re- 
“ bellions.  And  I dare  never  fuffer  the  fame  (i,  e,  the  army)  to  be  diminiflied,  till  this  plantation 
take  efieft,  which  (no  doubt)  is  the  greateft  moate  that  ever  came  in  the  rebels  eyes : and 
“ it  is  to  be  looked  for,  if  ever  they  will  bee  able  to  make  anie  ftirre,  they  will  preffe  at  by  all 
“ meanes  for  the  preventing  and  difcouraging  this  plantation,” 
t Upon  a very  loofe  furvey,  thefe  forfeited  lands  were  computed  to  comprife  511456  Irifli  acres, 
which  were  difpofed  of  as  follows : 


Acres. 

To  the  Londoners  and  other  Undertakers  - - t^ogsoo 
The  Bifhops  Menfall  Lands  ------  003413 

The  Bifhops  Termon  and  Erenacks  - - - - 07  27  80 

The  College  of  Dublin  - --  --  --  - 005600 

For  Free  Schools  - 002700 

To  Incumbents  for  Glebe  -------  01 8000 

The  old  Glebes  - --  --  --  --  - 001208 

To  Deans  and  Prebends  - --  --  --  - 001473 

To  Servitors  and  Natives  -------  116330 

The  Impropriations  and  Abbey  Lands  - - - - 021552 
The  old  Patentees  and  Forts  - - - - - - 038214 

To  New  Corporations  - --  --  --  - 0O8887 

Reftored  to  M'Guire  - --  --  --  - 00598O 

Reftored  to  feveral  Irifli  - - - - - - - - 001458 


I have  copied  this  account  from  Sir  Richard  Cox,  to  give  fomc  idea  of  the  fmall  lhare  of  the 
lands  fecured  or  regranted  to  the  former  poflefTors  or  even  occupiers  j and  he  particularly  fays, 
that  in  the  book  which  was  printed  for  the  better  diredlion  of  tlie  fettlers,  it  was  fpecially  men- 
tioned, that  theyjhouli  not  fuffer  any  labourer,  that  would  not  take  the  oath  of  Supremacy,  to  dwell 


upon  their  land. 
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lower  part  of  the  river  Ban  in  the  vicinity  of  Derry,  M'hich  town  they  re- 
built and  called  Londonderry.  Whatever  advantages  may  have  been  reaped 
by  the  new  fettlers  from  this  fyftem  of  colonizing  an  entire  country,  it  is 
evident,  that  it  mull  have  produced  the  moft  defperate  and  mifehievous  effects 
upon  the  Irilh.  The  forcible  difpolfelTion  of  a whole  province  could  not 
fail  to  fpread  difeontent,  alarm  and  difafteftion  amongft  thofe  who  were, 
or  at  leall  confidered  theml'elves  liable  to  be  treated  in  like  manner.  The 
fugitive  earls  were  generally  reputed  to  be  the  vi6lims  of  a lham  plot,  againft 
which  there  was  no  fecurity,  and  of  which  there  had  hitherto  appeared  no 
proof.  The  profufe  grant  of  the  Avhole  territory  of  Innilhowen,  together  with 
all  the  other  lands  of  Sir  Cahir  O’Dogherty,  to  Sir  Arthur  Chicheller  the 
great  advifer  and  promoter  of  this  plantation  ; the  facility  with  which  foreign 
grantees  and  their  fub-grantees  acquired,  and  the  imperious  opprelhon  with 
which  they  managed  their  new  poffeffions,  with  reference  to  the  former  in- 
heritors and  their  tenants  and  occupiers  of  the  foil,  mull,  in  the  necelTary 
courfe  of  nature,  have  more  than  ellranged  the  affeftions  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  Irilli  nation  from  the  fovereign,  who  commanded  his  fervants  that 
advifed  planned  and  executed,  and  the  individuals  that  enjoyed  this  new 
plantation. 

If  ever  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland  can  be  fairly  viewed, 
it  is  when  fet  off  in  contrail  againll  the  conducl  of  the  Englilli  government 
immediately  after  the  uniting  of  the  three  crowns  in  one  monarch.  Inhead 
of  opening  her  arms  to  embrace  and  admit  Ireland  to  an  equal  participation 
of  all  her  own  rights  and  privileges,  Ihe  difpeoples  one  fourth  of  the 
kinirdom,  and  doles  out  a large  extent  of  the  moll  ancient  inheritances  in 
Europe  (or  the  univerfe),  to  ftrangers,  adventurers,  and  oppreffors.  Sir 
John  Davies,  from  the  flattering  fpirit  of  the  day,  and  the  then  fiippofed 
duties  of  his  official  fituation,  rather  complimented  his  fovereign  upon  what 
he  willied,  than  what  had  been  accompliffied ; for  referring  to  the  condmSl  of 
James  at  this  period  of  his  reign,  he  fays,  * “ This  bred  fuch  comfort  and 

* There  is  no  queftion  but  that  Sir  John  Davis  has  w'ritten  with  more  truth  and  impartiality  than 
any  of  his  cotemfrorary  authors.  Some  degree  of  partiality  muft,  however,  be  allowed  on  matters 
in  which  he  was  probably  confulted  : as  muft  have  been  the  cafe  of  this  plantation.  Sir  P'rancis 
Bacon  was  alfo  advifed  with  3 but  his  adviee  was  not  followed.  It  is  obfervable,  how  artfully 
Sir  John  Davis,  through  his  hiftorical  relations,  avoids  any  mention  of  religion  5 well  knowing  how 
fore  the  Irifli  were  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  what  violent  effedts  it  produeed  in  the  convulfed  politics 
of  that  kingdom. 
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“ fecurity  in  the  hearts  of  all  men,  as  tliereiipon  enfuecl  the  ealmeft  and  moR 
“ univerfal  peace  that  ever  was  feen  in  Ireland.”  ^Leland,  however,  upon 
the  authority  of  Carte  and  Chichefter's  own  letters,  gives  a widely  different 
view  of  the  internal  ftate  and  fpirit  of  the  Irifli  at  this  period. 

In  the  confufion  of  former  times  fome  lands  polfeffed  by  traitors  and 
ftate  delinquents  had  been  concealed  and  detained  from  the  crown.  Ad- 
venturers were  encouraged  by  the  numerous  donations  of  eftates,  and  the 
eafe  with  Avdiich  affluent  fortunes  were  obtained  in  Ireland  : they  ranfacked 
old  records,  they  detefted  fuch  concealments,  and  were  countenanced  by 
the  ftate;  they  difpoflefled  the  old  inhabitants,  or  obliged  them  to  com- 
pound for  their  intrufion  ; they  were  vefted  with  portions  of  their  lands, 
or  otherwife  rewarded.  This  was  a fource  of  many  grievous  abufes  (as  was 
afterwards  experienced),  but  as  yet  the  penal  laws  enaded  againft  recufants 
was  the  principal  fubjed  of  complaint.  Whenever  temporal  and  political 
confequence  and  advantage  are  annexed  to  the  profeftion  of  any  particular 
religious  fyftem,  it  is  fcarcely  poflible,  that  a difference  in  religion  fhould  not 
lead  to  perfonal  diffidence,  rancor,  or  envy.  IMuch  more  fo,  when  in  a 
community  the  majority  is  on  that  account  fubjeded  to  humiliation,  penal- 
ties, and  pains.  The  religious  parties  ran  fo  high  at  this  time  in  Ireland, 
that  Leland  truly  faid,  f “ The  reformed  looked  with  abhorrence  on  the 
“ partizans  of  idolatry,  and  the  imps  of  Antichrift;  the  Romanifts  with  equal 
“ rancour  inveighed  againft  herefy  and  apoftacy,  fhe  blind  minifters  of  Satan 
“ and  children  of  perdition.” 

To  confider  James,  fays  Hume,j:  in  a more  advantageous  light,  we  muft 
take  a view  of  him  as  the  legiflator  of  Ireland.  He  frequently  boafts  of 
the  management  of  Ireland  as  his  mafter-piece : and  it  will  appear,  adds  this 
author,  upon  enquiry,  that  his  vanity  in  this  particular  was  not  altogether 
without  foundation.  The  political  fituation  of  Ireland  at  this  jundure  has 
ever  been  reprefented  by  our  hiftorians  in  a light  fo  different  from  what  it 
has  been  generally  viewed  by  the  Irifli,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  fubmit  to 
the  reader  the  general  leading  fads,  with  as  few  obfervations  upon  them  as 
are  conliftent  with  the  faffv  I have  undertaken.  * 


* 2 Lei.  p.  439,  Carte  Orm.  Cliich.  faid  letters,  rrrst.  Trin.  Col.  Dub. 
t 2 Lei.  p.  441. 
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Twenty-feven  years  had  elapfed  fince  the  laft  parliament,  when  James 
deemed  it  neceflary  to  convene  one.  The  grounds  of  this  neceffity,  accord- 
ing to  Leland,  “ were  to  fupport  the  arrangement  (the  plantation  of  Ulfter) 
“ lately  made,  to  remove  real  grievances,  to  reprefs  caufelefs  difcontents, 
“ and  to  fecure  the  adminiftration  againft  all  attempts  of  turbulence  and 
“ difaffe6lion.”  The  progrefs  of  the  reformation  in  Ireland  under  James, 
although  much  more  confiderable  than  under  Elizabeth,  did  not  yet  anfwer 
the  views  or  wiflies  of  government.  The  Lord  Deputy  Chichefter  had  fuc- 
cefsfully  convinced  the  king  of  the  necelfity  of  eftablifliing  a Protejlant 
afcenclancy  in  parliament,*  and  pledged  himfelf  that,  with  a plenitude  of 
power  to  make  the  previous  arrangements,  he  v^ould,  in  defiance  of  numbers, 
property,  and  influence  in  the  country,  fecure  a Proteftant  majority  in  both 
houfes. 

From  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  Proteftants  and  Catholics  were  ar- 
rayed againft  each  other,  according  to  what  in  modern  parliamentary  language 
Avould  be  termed  tlie  court  and  country  party.  It  was  impoffible,  that  the 
meafures  of  government  tending  to  fecure  fuch  parliamentary  influence 
againft  the  decided  preponderancy  and  natural  intereft  of  the  country  party, 
could  be  kept  fecret  from  the  nation  at  large.  No  fooner,  therefore,  was 
the  royal  intention  of  convening  a parliament  publickly  made  known,  than 
the  Catholics  took  the  alarm,  that  it  was  the  defign  of  government  to  force 
upon  them  fom.e  additional  grievances,  efpecially  as  they  had  not  vouchfafed, 
according  to  Poyning’s  law,  to  make  any  previous  communication  of  the 
defign  of  fummoning  the  parliament,  or  of  the  laws  intended  to  be  ena61:ed 
therein.  Accordingly  fix  of  the  principal  lords  of  the  Pale  addrelTed  a letter 
to  the  king,  fhongly  expreffive  of  their  apprehenfions,  and  plainly  pointing 
out  to  him  the  confequences  which  this  rigorous  fyftem  of  government 

* Iceland  informs  us  (though  without  quoting  any  authority),  that  ” the  king  had  denounced 
“ a curfe  on  himfelf  and  his  pofterity,  if  ever  he  flrould  grant  a toleration  to  the  Romanifis  : and 

had,  on  particular  occafions,  infiru6ted  tlie  Irilh  adminiftation  to  adminifter  the  oaths,  and 
“ execute  the  penal  laws.”  2 vol.  p.  452.  And  we  read  (in  Anal.  Sacr.),  that  when  Chichefter 
had  made  a prefent  of  a fine  horfe  to  his  royal  mafter,  the  king  alked  if  it  were  of  Irilli  breed, 
and  being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  his  majefty  fwore  aloud,  that  then  certainly  it  muft  be  a 
Papift  j for  that  he  believed  all  things  produced  in  Ireland,  even  the  very  animals,  were  Papifts. 
And  Chichefter  himfelf  (An.  Sacr.)  in  a moment  of  irritation  at  failing  in  withdrawing  fome 
perfons  of  confequence  from  their  religion,  exclaimed,  that  he  believed  the  very  air  and  foil  of 
Ireland  were  infe6ted  with  Popery. 
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towards  the  nation  at  large,  on  account  of  their  aclhefion  to  tlieir  ancient 
^ith  would  inevitably  produce,*  The  ftile  of  this  letter  was  too  free  and 
independent  for  James's  inflated  notions  of  the  royal  prerogative.')'  He 
pronounced  it  to  be  a rafli  and  infolent  interference  with  his  authority.  The 
lord  deputy  continued  to  encreafe  the  number  of  the  new  boroughs,  for 
which  court  candidates  were  of  courfe  returned,  until  lie  had  fecured  a 
majority  of  that  party.  Forty  new  boroughs  were  thus  created,  of  which 
feveral  were  not  incorporated,  until  the  writs  for  fuinmoning  a parliament 
had  already  ilfued.  Violent  altercations  attended  the  meeting  of  this  par- 
liament, not  only  upon  the  ele6lion  of  Sir  John  Davis  for  the  fpeaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  oppofition  to  Sir  John  Everard  (“  a recufant,”  fays 
Leland,'  “ of  refpedable  charader,  who  had  been  a juftice  of  the  King’s 
“ Bench,  and  on  refigning  this  Ration,  rather  than  take  the  oaths,  was  in- 
“ dulged  with  . a penfion,”)  but  alfo  on  account  of  the  illegality  of  many 
of  the  returns  of  the  court  members,  which  the  country  party  vehemently 
proteRed  agaiiiR.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  members  had  been  returned  : 
Rx  were  abfent : of  the  remainder,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  were  Pro- 
tefiants ; and  one  hundred  and  one  formed  the  recufant  party.  The  upper 
houfe  confifted  of  fixteen  temporal  barons,  twenty- five  ProteRant  prelates, 
five  vifcounts,  and  four  earls,  of  which  a confiderable  number,  fays  Leland, 
were  friends  to  the  adminiRration. 

The 


* See  the  letter  from  a copy  of  the  Lambetli  manufcript.  Appendix,  No.  XV.  • 
f In  his  fpeech  to  parliament,  1609,  he  told  them,  “ I would  with  you  to  be  careful  to  avoide 
three  things  in  the  matter  of  greevance.  ift,  That  you  doe  not  meddle  with  the  nlaine  points  of 
governement,  that  is  my  craft,  traHent  fabriliu  fubri-,  to  meddle  with  that  were  to  lelTon  me.” 
James's  Works,  fo.  ed.  p.  537. 

J The  majority  of  Proteftant  members  returned  to  this  parliament  is  very  furprizing,  confidering 
how  very  few  of  the  Irifli  had  then  given  in  to  the  Reformation.  Gheoghegan  afferts,  that  tliere 
were  not  hxty  down  to  tlie  reign  of  James  I.  Lord  Clare,  in  his  fpeech  in  the  Irilh  Houfe  of 
Lords,  on  his  own  motion  for  the  Union  (p.  13),  has  remarked,  “ that  from  the  firft  introdudlion 
“ of  this  Proteftant  colony  by  James  1.  the  old  diftindtions  of  native  Irilh  and  degenerate  Englifli, 
“ and  Englifli  of  blood,  and  Englifli  by  birth,  were  loft  and  forgotten  : all  rallied  around  the 
“ banner  of  the  Popifti  faith,  and  looked  upon  the  new  Proteftant  fettlers  as  the  common  aggretfor 
" and  enemy  ; and  it  is  a melancholy  truth,  that  from  that  day  all  have  clung  to  the  Popifli  religion 
“ as  a common  bond  of  union,  and  an  hereditary  pledge  of  animofity  to  Britifli  fettlers  and  the 
" Britifli  nation.  What  alternative  then  remained  to  the  king  for  retaining  this  country  under 
the  dominion  of  his  crown  ? In  the  modern  revolutionary  phrafe,  the  phyfical  confequence  of 
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Tlie  Catholic  party  were  fo  difguftecl  and  provoked  at  the  majority  thus 
fecured  againlt  them,  tliat  for  a confiderable  time  they  feceded  from  parlia- 
ment; and  were  only  induced  to  refume  their  feats  by  the  aflurances  of 
the  lord  deputy,  that  no  other  bill  fliould  for  the  prefent  be  propounded,  than 
that  for  recognizing  the  king’s  title.  This  having  been  done,  the  parliament 
was  prorogued,  to  give  time  for  the  violence  of  paffion  on  both  fides  to  abate. 
In  the  mean  while,  the  Catholic  party  with  full  confidence  difpatched  their 
agents  to  lay  their  grievances  at  the  feet  of  their  fovereign.  The  deputy 
alfo  fent  his  agents  to  counteradb  the  efforts  of  the  Catholics.*  Two  of  the 
Catholic  agents  were,  immediately  on  their  arrival,  committed  prifoners; 
one  to  the  Tower,  the  other  to  the  Fleet:  and  James  received  the  petition 
or  remonftrance  of  the  remaining  Catholic  agents  in  a moll  ungracious 
manner;  and  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  Irilli  parliament  (if 
that  were  to  be  confidered  independent),  referred  the  final  determination 
of  it  to  the  Englidi  privy  council.  The  refult  of  this  appeal  to  the  fovereign. 


''  the  country  was  arrayed  againft  the  Englifh  colony  and  the  Englifli  government.  He  was, 
“ therefore,  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  treating  the  old  inhabitants  as  a conquered  people,  and 
governing  their  country  as  an  Englifli  province;  or  of  fortifying  his  Proteftant  colony  by  in- 
“ vetting  them,  exclufively,  with  tJie  artificial  power  of  a feparate  government ; which,  on  every 
“ principle  of  felf-intereft  and  felf-prefervation,  they  w'ere  bound  to  adminifter  in  concert  with 
England.  The  executive  departments  were  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  ordinary  royal 
“ prerogative ; but  it  was  in  vain  to  hope  that  he  could  retain  pofleflion  of  Ireland  under  a feparate 
“ government,  unlefs  a majority  of  the  Irifli  parliament  flood  well-afiTefted  to  the  Englifli  crown 
and  Englifli  nation:  and  to  obtain  that  majority  he  reforted  to  the  exercife  of  a prerogative 
which  has  always  belonged  to  the  Englifli  crown — by  erefting  new  counties,  and  incorporating 
fome  of  the  principal  towns  occupied  by  the  new  fettlers,  giving  them  the  franchize  of  fending 
reprefentatives  to  the  Irifli  parliament.  And  I repeat,  without  incurring  the  hazai’d  of  con- 
“ tradition,  that  Ireland  never  had  any  aflembly  which  could  be  called  a parliament,  until  the 
“ reign  of  James  I.”  If  an  earnefl  of  profpeftive  happinefs  be  to  be  expe6ted  from  the  union  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  nothing  can  fo  adequately  depict  it,  as  the  contrafl  of  the  conduct  of  King 
James  I.  againfl  that  of  our  prefent  niofl  gracious  fovereign.  On  one  hand  we  behold  a vain 
imperious  monarch  contemning,  deriding,  perfecuting,  opprefling,  and  exterminating  his  Irifli 
fubjedts  : on  the  other,  we  fee  the  father  of  his  people  cherifliing,  endearing,  relaxing  the  feverity 
of  the  penal  code,  encouraging,  embracing,  and  uniting  with  them  in  every  blelfing  and  advantage 
that  the  Britifli  conflitution  can  impart. 

* The  Catliolic  agents  were  the  Lords  Gormanflown  and  Fermoy,  Sir  James  Gough,  Hufl'ay, 
Lutterel,  and  Talbot.  The  lord  deputy’s  were  the  Earl  of  Thomond,  Sir  John  Denham,  the  chief 
juflice  of  the  King’s  Bencli,  and  Sir  Oliver  St.  John. 


was 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


Ill 


was  a moft*  clifgraceful  clifmilfal  of  the  Catholic  agents ; a rejection  of 
their  demands;  the  imprifonment  of  Sir  James  Gough  on  his  return  to 
Ireland,  for  boafting  of  the  king’s  promife  to  grant  redrels,  and  the  remu- 
neration of  Sir  Arthur  Chichefter  by  the  grant  of  thofe  princely  domains, 
which  his  family  poffefles  to  this  day.  Chichefter,  thus  confirmed  in  the 
royal  favor,  found  little  difficulty  in  paffing  every  a6t,  as  it  was  propofed,  by 
means  of  the  majority  he  had  by  thefe  new  means  acquired  in  parliament ; 
though  he  found  it  prudent,  in  the  heat  of  the  contending  parties,  to 
drop  a bill  for  the  total  expulfion  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  and  other  penal 
bills  againft  the  Catholics,  which  had  been  prepared,  and  were  intended  to 
liave  been  brought  forward.  The  paffion  Avhich  James  indulged  for  plan- 
tations Avas  an  endlefs  fource  of  apprehenfion  and  fuftering  to  the  Irifti. 
With  a vieAV  to  extend  them  to  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  lie  appointed 
a Commiffion  of  Enquiry,  to  fcrutinize  the  titles  and  determine  the  rights 
of  all  the  lands  in  Leinfter  and  the  adjoining  diftricts.  Such  rapid  progrefs 
did  thefe  commiffioners  of  defeftive  titles  make  in  their  miffion,  that  in  a 
fliort  time,  James  deemed  himfelf  entitled  to  make  a diftribution  of  385000 
“ acres  in  thofe  countries.’’  Thefe^Avere apportioned  to  Englilli  fettlers  and  to 
fome  feAV  of  the  natives,  under  regulations  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  by  AV'hich 
he  had  fettled  the  colony  in  Ulfter.  In  executing  this  fcheme,  little  regard 
was  had  to  the  plaineft  didates  of  juftice.  Old  obfolete  claims  Avere  received 
even  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Hen.  II. ; and  advantage  Av^as  taken  of  the  moft 
trivial  flaArs  and  minute  informalities.  In  Connaught,  immenfe  eftates  Avere 
declared  forfeited  to  the  croAvm,  becaufe  the  recent  grants  made  to  the  pro- 
prietors upon  their  fmrenders  of  them  to  James,  had  been  negle6ted  to  be 
inrolled  by  the  clerks  in  chancery,  although  the  new  grantees  had  paid  above 
3000/.  into  their  hands  for  the  inrolments,  and  thefe  clerks  alone  could 
make  them.  Perjury,  fraud,  and  the  moft  infamous  ads  of  deceit  were 

* Such  contradiftory  accounts  and  reprefentations  of  James’s  condu6t  towards  Ireland  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  us,  that  1 muft  refer  the  reader,  who  withes  to  form  a candid  opinion  for 
himfelf,  to  the  authentic  documents,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XVI.  and  XVII. 
being  the  remonftrance  of  divei's  lords  of  the  Pale  to  the  king,  concerning  the  parliament;  and 
the  king’s  fpeech  to  the  lords  of  the  council  before  the  Irilh  agents.  One  cannot  pafs  over  this 
reception  and  difmiflion  of  the  Iritli  agents  by  James,  without  reflecting  upon  the  benignity  with 
which  the  Catholic  delegates  were  received  at  the  coitrt  of  St.  James’s,  in  1790,  and  the  large 
indulgences  and  favors  they  returned  loaded  with  to  their  brethren  in  Ireland. 

I 2 Lei.  p.  461. 
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fiiccefsfully  pra6lifed  by  rapacious  adventurers  and  informers  : and  Leland,*  ^ 

Avho  sives  an  accurate  detail  of  thefe  enormities,  refers  to  authentic 

“ proofs  of  the  moft  iniquitous  pra6tices  of  hardened  cruelty,  of  vile  per- 

“ jury  and  fcandalous  fubornation,  employed  to  defpoil  the  fair  and 

“ unoffending  proprietor  of  his  inheritance.  ” Thus  was  every  man’s  poffelfion 

precarious  and  doubtful ; and  to  complete  the  meafure  of  abufe,  the  juries 

who  refufed  to  find  a title  in  the  crown  were  cenfured  and  fined  in  the 

\ 

caftle  chamber. 

The  remainder  of  James's  reign  was  an  uninterupted  fcene  of  vexatious 
oppreffion  of  the  recufants,  grievous  extortions  of  the  foldiery  and  their 
officersf  upon  the  people,  the  execution  of  martial  law  in  time  of  peace,  the 
abufive  exa6tions  of  the  clergy  and  the  ecclefiaftical  courts,  the  unconfti- 
tutional  interference  of  the  privy  council  and  caftle  chamber  in  caufes  which 
ought  to  have  been  determined  by  common  law,  the  invafion  of  property 
in  the'  different  plantations,  and  extreme  rigor  in  executing  the  penal  laws, 
were  the  means  by  which  James  eftranged  the  affe6lions  of  his  Irifli  fubje6ls 
from  the  Englifli  government,  reduced  them  to  want  and  mifery,  and  con- 
fequently  predifpofed  them  to  rife  againft  their  oppreffors,  whenever  the 
opportunity  fhould  prefent  itfelf  of  doing  it  with  effedl.  A Avoeful  legacy 
to  his  unfortunate  fucceffor  ! 

> 

* 2 Lei.  p.  470. 

t Who,  as  Leland  obferves,  were  privy  councellors,  and  men  of  great  property  and  influence, 
too  powerful  to  be  complained  of  for  any  grievance  fufl'ered  by  their  foldiers,  and  loo  deeply  en- 
gaged in  one  common  intereft  to'call  each  other  to  account.  P.  471. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  REIGN  OF  CHARLES  THE  FIRST. 

Th  E reign  of  Charles  the  Firft  fills  up  that  period  of  the  Irifli  hiftory 
^dlich  fupereminently  abounds  with  falfity  and  exaggeration,  tending  to 
mifreprefent  and  defame  the  Irifli  nation.'*  The  quick  fenfibility  of  the 

national 

* The  elementary  view  which  1 have  undertaken  to  give  of  the  Irifli  affairs,  as  neceflary  to  de- 
velope  the  remote  as  well  as  the  proximate  caufes  of  our  union,  will  admit  of  no  hiftorical  detail 
of  the  different  fcenes  of  that  eventful  tragedy  which  difgraced  the  Britifh  empire  in  the  face  of 
the  univerfe.  I attempt  no  more  than  to  point  out  the  different  roads,  which  lead  to  the  truth 
through  a variety  of  croflings  and  windings,  that  often  have,  and  often  (I  fear)  will,  miflead  ths 
traveller  through  the  hiftorcal  maze  of  that  unfortunate  kingdom.  Cotemporary,  intermediate, 
and  modern  authors  all  feem  to  vie  with  each  other  in  protefting  againft  the  inaccuracy  and  in- 
fidelity of  others,  and  vouching  for  their  own  impartiality,  diligence,  and  veracity.  Whatever 
I fhall  offer  to  my  reader  u^xin  this  part  of  the  Irifli  hiftory  fliall  be  drawn  from  one  of  three 
fources,  namely,  public  records,  the  words  of  the  a£tors  themfelves,  or  the  avowal  of  profeffed 
■ adverfaries.  Of  all  Engiifh  writers  upon  the  civil  wars  of  Ireland  Dr.  Warner  is  entitled  to  the 
moft  credit  for  impartial  accuracy.  He  had  better  means  and  fources  than  any  of  his  predeceffors, 
and  has  made  a fairer  ufe  of  them.  His  judgment  upon  the  moft  reputable  of  his  predeceffors  is 
curious  and  juft  j and  an  excellent  warning  to  the  ftrayed  traveller,  who  wifhes  to  anlve  at  the 
temple  of  tiaith  and  concord.  (Pref.  to  his  Hijlory  of  the  Rebellion.)  “ The  original  Proteftant 
“ Irifli  writers  of  this  period  are  Sir  John  Temple,  and  Dr.  Bprlnfe  ■,  the  firft,  who  was  mafter  of 
the  rolls  and  a privy  councillor,  has  confined  himfelf  entirely  to  the  maffacre  and  rebellion  in 
" the  early  part  of  it,  and  the  fenfe  of  what  he  fuftered  by  the  infurredtidn,  together  with  his  at- 
“ tachment  to  the  miniftry,  led  him  to  aggravate  the  crimes  and  cruelties  of  the  Irifli:  the  other 
“ was  the  fon  of  Sir  John  Borlafe,  one  of  the  lords  juftices  of  that  time,  and  feems  to  have  been 
“ an  officer  in  the  civil  wars,  who  hath  made  great  ufe  of  Temple’s  Hiftoryj  and,  as  far  as  he 
liked  it,  of  Lord  Clarendon’s  Vindication  of  the  Marquis  of  Ormonde.  If  both  thefe  authors 
“ are  to  be  read  with  great  fufpicion  of  partiality,  as  they  certainly  are,  except  in  the  copies  of 
“ original  papers,  and  the  fads,  which  tally  with  them,  Sir  Richard  Cor,  who  has  done  little 
“ more  than  tranfcribe  the  accounts  which  they  have  given,  is  entitled  to  no  lefs  merit,  and  yet 
“ open  to  the  fame  fufpicion.  When  he  had  no  longer  thefe  to  be  his  guide,  the  remainder  of  his 
“ work  is  little  more  than  an  extrad  from  the  newfpapers  and  pamphlets  of  the  time,  and  in  no 

“ part  deferves  the  name  of  a hiftory.” “ There  are  no  original  Englifli  hiftorians  that  I know 

“ of,  who  write  any  thing  fully  of  this  event  in  Ireland,  befides  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  and  Mr. 

p “ Carte : 


/ 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIE\y 


I'l-l 

national  cliaraCter  'was  ftroiigly  marked  in  the  excefs  of  their  joy  at  his  * 
acceflion.  Tliey  looked  up  with. confidence  to  the  young 'monarch,  at  leafl: 
for  a toleration  of  their  religion : and  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign  they 
were  permitted  to  pra6life  it  with  more  publicity  than  they  had  been  in 
the  former.  This  mildnefs  of  government,  new  to  the  Irifii,  was  but  of  fiiort 
duration.  Leland  obferves,  that  at  this  time  * ‘‘  their  religious  worfliip  was 
“ once  more  celebrated  with  public  folemnity,  and  with  the  full  parade 
“ of  their  ofientatious  ritual:”  and  he  adds,  “ that  even  in  the  city  of" 
“ Dublin,  under  the  immediate  notice  of  the  Rate,  an  academical  body 

“ Carte  : the  former  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion  and  Civil  War  in  England,  and  in  a little  piece 
“ in  the  vindication  of  the  Marquis  of  Ormonde,  which  in  the  late  editions  goes  under  the  title,  very 
“ improperly,  of  tlie  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion  and  Civil  War  in  Ireland.  The  noble  hiftorian’s  at- 
“ tachment  to  the  caufe  of  Charles  I.  hath  evidently  given  a bias  to  the  whole  of  his  great  work : 

“ and  on  the  moft  critical  part  of  the  king’s  condu6t  witli  regard  to  Ireland,  his  commiflion  to  the 
Earl  of  Glamorgan,  his  lordfliip  to  our  aftoniftiment  is  entirely  lilent.  Neither  doth  he  enter  much 
” into  any  tranfaftion  in  that  country,  wherein  the  king  was  not  perfonally  concerned.  Mr, 

“ Carte  treats  profefledly  of  this  whole  rebellion,  in  his  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Ormonde,  and  is  by 
“ much  the  moft  copious  and  beft  writer  upon  it  j but  there  are  fo  many  flagrant  inftances  of 
“ his  partiality  for  the  king,  and  of  his  prejudice  againft  the  Irifli  minifters  at  the  breaking  out 
“ of  the  Iriih  infurredion,  that  he  is  never  to  be  read,  where  the  ill  conduft  of  the  firft  is  palliated 
” or  the  other  cenfured,  without  the  utmoft  caution.  In  the  bufinefs  of  Lord  Glamorgan  particu- 
“ larly  he  is  extremely  culpable  5 and  contrary  to  the  evidence  that  was  before  him,  throws  all 
“ the  blame  of  that  tranfadtion  from  the  king  upon  his  lordfliip.  It  may  be  faid  perhaps  with 
“ fome  propriety,  that  Nalfon  and  Ihtjhuorth  are  original  Englilh  writers  of  this  event : but  the 
“ hiftorical  part  of  either,  which  reaches  but  a little  way,  is  only  to  throw  fome  light  on  the 
“ papers  concerning  Ireland,  of  which  they  give  an  ufeful,  and  for  the  moft  part  a juft  colledion. 

“ The  firft  is  as  partial  in  his  narrative  on  the  fide  of  the  king,  as  the  other  on  the  fide  of  the 
“ parliament : and  they  are  both  to  be  confulted  with  great  allowance  to  their  party  zeal.  As  to 
“ all  the  writers  of  Englifli  hiftory,  who  attempt  to  give  any  relation  of  this  rebellion,  having  com- 
“ piled  from  fome  or  other  of  the  materials  afore  mentioned,  they  have  copied  likewife  their  mif- 
“ takes  and  imperfedtions  : hence  they  are  fo  inaccurate,  partial,  and  uninformed,  that  whoever 
“ contents  himfelf  with  the  accounts  that  he  meets  with  of  it  in  any  of  our  Hiftories  of  England 
" (not  one  excepted),  may  be  faid  to  know  little  of  it.”  This  fame  author,  fpeaking,  in  the  body 
of  his  hiftory,  of  Mr.  Hume's  grofs  infidelity  in  reprefenting  the  condu6t  of  Charles  I,  towards  his 
Irifli  fubjeiSts,  fays  (p.  359),  “ To  fuch  miferable  fliifts  are  able  men  reduced,  when  they  write 
” to  pleafe  a party,  or  to  fupport  a charafter  without  regard  to  truth!  It  is  but  very  little  that 
Mr.  Hume  hath  faid  on  this  critical  part  of  King  Charles’s  reign  j but  unlefs  he  could  have  faid 
fomething  much  more  to  the  purpofe  than  he  hath  faid,  he  had  better  have  taken  the  way  Lord 
“ Clarendon  took,  and  haae  faid  nothing  at  all,” 

* 3 Lei.  p.  3. 
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“ was  formed,  and  governed  by  an  ecclefiaftic  of  fome  note,  for  the  education 
“ of  Popifli  youth.”  Scarcely,  however,  had  Charles  commenced  liis  in- 
aufpicious  reign,  than,  fatally  for  himfelf  and  family,  he  launched  into  a 
career  of  infmcerity  which  precipitated  his  own  ruin,  and  accumulated  evils 
upon  thofe  who  were  his  real  friends,  and  whom  he  was  perfonally  anxious 
to  ferve.  His  Irifli  Catholic  fubjefts  were  the  firft  unfortunate  vi61ims  of 
this  ungenerous,  this  ill-fated  policy  of  the  Stuarts.  The  Lord  Deputy 
Faulkland  is  reprefented,  by  thofe  who  fpeak  the  moft  hardily  of  the  Irifli, 
as  a man  of  more  re6litude  than  ability,  indolent  and  gentle,  courting  rather 
than  terrifying  the  obnoxious  and  prevailing  party.  The  infl:ru6lions  fent 
him  from  court  were  favorable  to  the  Catholics,  and  he  faithfully  purfued 
them.  But  the  Puritans  highly  refented  this  condu6t,  and  loudly  com- 
plained that  the  Popifli  worfliip  was  Hill  maintained,  and  that  the  new 
feminary  of  the  recufants  in  Dublin  was  not  fupprefled.* **  The  Catholics 
were  more  than  prudently  elated  with  this  fpecies  of  negative  indulgence 
and  precarious  favor,  and,  in  the  overflowing  of  their  gratitude,  offered  to  keep ' 
in  pay,  at  their  own  charge,  a conftant  body  of  5000  infantry  and  500  horfe, 
for  the  fervice  of  his  majefty.  Faulkland,  according  to  inflru6lions,  gave 
every  encouragement  to  this  feafonable  relief  to  the  fifcal  difficulties  of  his 
fovereign.  The  Proteftants,  however,  jealous  of  the  power  that  this  would 
place  either  in  the  hands  of  the  Catholics  or  the  crown,  availed  tbem- 


* Dr.  Warner,  in  his  preface  has  favoured  us  with  fome  obfervations  upon  the  conduft  of 
Charles  towards  his  Irilh  fubjefts,  well  worthy  of  tire  moft  ferious  refle6tion  of  every  perfon  who 
feels  an  intereft  in  the  welfare  of  the  Britiflr  empire  (p.  xvii).  “ It  will  be  difficult  perhaps  to 
“ find  in  any  age,  or  in  any  nation,  a hiftory  which  abounds  with  fcenes  of  more  variety  and 

“ intrigue,  or  with  events  that  are  more  interefting,  than  are  to  be  met  with  here.  But  of  the 

work  itfelf,  I will  fay  no  more  than  that  it  is  full  of  fuch  enterprifes  as  will  afford  an  inftru6tive 
" and  a much  unheeded  leflbn  to  mankind.  It  will  inftrudt  princes  to  confult  the  intereft  and 
" inclination  of  their  fubje<5ts,  and  not  to  govern  by  illegal  and  defpotic  power.  It  will  Inftruft  the 
minijlers  of  princes,  that  their  own  paflions,  fadion,  and  ill  humour  will  produce  as  much  mif- 

**  chief  to  the  public  peace  and  fecurity  of  their  mafter,  as  the  moft  open  villainy.  It  will  inftrud 
the  people  not  to  fuffer  and  aflift  the  folly,  the  frow'ardnefs,  the  pride  and  ambition  of  particular 
“ perfons  to  govern  the  public  underftanding,  and  the  venom  of  private  intereft  to  be  mingled 
**  with  the  public  good.  Thefe  will  appear  to  have  been  the  means  which  Providence  permitted 
“ to  infatuate  a people  ripe  and  prepared  for  their  deftrudion  : and  by  fuffering  the  weak  to  • 

contribute  to  the  ill  defigns  of  tlie  wicked,  and  the  wicked  to  be  more  wicked  than  they' firft 

" intended,  fuch  a fcenc  of  horror  and  defolation  followed  as  is  fcarcely  to  be  equalled  in  any 
" country.” 
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felves  of  the  fanatic  fpii  it  of  the  day,  and  in  the  genuine  cant  of  Puritanifm, 
rejcdled  the  offer  as  the  ungodly  price  of  idolatry  and  fuperftition.*' 

Taulkland,  dill  faithfully  attentive  to  the  inftrudlions  of  his  mafter,  eu- 
creafed  the  indignation  of  the  Puritan  party;  they  were  loud  in  their 
complaints  to  the  Englifli  cabinet,  and  Charles  facrificed  a faithful  fervant  to 
the  intrigues  of  his  enemies.  Faulkland  was  recalled,  and  the  adminiftratioii 
for  the  prefent  entrufted  to  two  lords  juftices,  Vifcouut  Ely  the  chancellor, 
and  the  Earl  of  Cork,  the  lord  high  treafurer  of  that  kingdom.  They,  fays 
Leland,')'  Avithout  confulting  the  minidry  of  England,  or  waiting  for  any 
indrudtions  from  the  king,  fell  at  once  with  great  feverity  on  the  recufants, 
and  threatened  all  abfentees  from 'the  edablifhed  Avordiip,  with  the  penalties 
of  the  datute  enabled  in  the  fecond  year  of  Elizabeth’s  reign.  They  were 
however  foon  informed,  that  this  feverity  was  not  acceptable  to  the  king, 
nor  deemed  confident  with  his  prefent  intereds  in  Ireland.  The  difficulties 
however,  Avhich  Charles  experienced  at  home,  foon  made  him  lend  an  eager 
ear  to  thofe,  Avho  advifed  him  that  auderity  to  the  Papids,  was  the  only  fure 
method  of  fecuring  fupplies.  He  dropped  his  lenient  tendernefs  for  the 
confciences  of  his  Catholic  fubje61s,  and  immediately  the  fydem  of  terrorifm 
recommenced.  The  archbidiop  of  the  diocefe,  and  the  chief  magidrate  of 
the  city,  at  the  head  of  a die  of  mufqueteers,  entered  the  Catholic  chapel  in 
Cook  Street  on  St.  Stephen’s  day,  whild  they  were  celebrating  divine  fervice;, 
they  feifed  the  pried  in.  his  vedments  at  the  altar,  hewed  down  the  crucifix, 


* Uflier,  at  the  head  of  the  prevailing  party  of  the  clergy,  fubferibed  a declaration,  vdiich  is  to 
be  feen  App.  No.  XVIII.  It  was  read  before  the  ftate  in  Chrift  Church,  Dublin,  by  Downham, 
bitbop  of  Derry,  upon  whom  it  had  fo  powerful  an  effect,  that  the  offer  was  rejefled  with  indigna- 
tion : and  was  foon  followed  up  with  a proclamation,  importing,  that  “ the  late  intermiffion  of 
“ legal  proceedings  againft  Popifh  pretended  titular  archbilhops,  bifliops,  abbots,  deans,  vicars 
“ general,  jefuits,  friars,  and  others  deriving  their  pretended  authority  from  the  See  of  Rome,  in 
” contempt  of  his  majefty’s  royal  power  and  authority,  had  bred  fuch  an  extravagant  infolence  and 
“ prefumption  in  them,  that  he  was  necellitated  to  charge  and  command  them  in  his  majefly’s 
“ name,  to  forbear  the  exercife  of  their  Popilh  rites  and  ceremonies."  Thus  did  the  public  adt  of 
the  government  contravene  the  private  wifhes  and  inftrudtions  of  the  king,  to  the  fore  grievance  of 
one  party,  the  irritation  of  the  other,  and  the  debafement  and  weakening  of  the  executive  power. 
The  proclamation,  fays  Leland  (p.  5)  “ was  publiflied  and  received  without  the  common  refpedf 
“ due  to  an  adt  of  ftate,  nor  did  the  deputy  think  himfelf  warranted  to  proceed  to  any  farther. 
" feverity. 

3 Lei.  p.  7. 
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and  carried  off  all  the  facrcd  iitenfils  and  ornaments.  After  the  firft  Ihock 
occahoned  hy  this  fudden  and  unexpecled  act  of  violence  was  abated,  fevera! 
of  the  congregation  purfued  the  aflailants  with  ftoncs  and  refeued  their 
clergyman.  The  reprefentation  of  this  incident  to  the  Englilli  council 
])roduced  an  immediate  order,  which  Avas  carried  into  effe6t,  for  feizing 
fifteen  religious  houfes  to  the  king’s  ufe,  and  afligning  the  newly  eftahliihed 
feminary  to  the  univerhty  of  Dublin,  The  moft  rigorous  execution  of 
the  penal  laws  Acas  extended  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom:*  and  the  king 
gaA^e  into  the  advice  of  the  lords  juftices,  that  the  army  fliould  be  provided 
for  out  of  the  weekly  fines  to  he  impofed  upon  the  Catholics,  for  ahfenting 
themfelves  from  the  efiablifiied  Avorfiiip.'}'  “ We  approve  Avell,”  faid  the  king 
in  his  anfAver,  “ that  this  bufmefs  as  you  defire  may  be  prefently  put  into  fuch 
“ a ftate,  as  that  the  money,  Avhich  fliall  by  that  means  grow  due  unto  us 
“ may  be  ready  to  he  levied  by  Michaelmas  next.  And  as  the  heft  and 
“ fureft  Avay  to  bring  it  to  effect,  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  require  you 
“ forthwith  to  affemble  our  council  there,  and  with  their  privity  to  caufe 
“ prefentments  to  be  duly  made  through  the  whole  kingdom  according  to 
“ the  law  you  mention  doth  appoint.”  :j:As  long  as  the  lords  juflices  con- 
tinued 

* The  Englifh  council  on  this  occafion  acquainted  the  lords  juftices,  “ that  his  majefly  in  perfon 
“ was  pleafed  openly  and  in  a moft  gracious  manner,  to  approve  and  commend  their  ability 
“ and  good  I’ervice:  whereby  they  might  be  fufficiently  encouraged  to  go  on  with  the  like 
"■  refolution  and  moderation,  till  the  work  was  fully  done  as  well  in  the  city  as  in  other  places  of  the 
" kingdom,  leaving  to  their  diferetion  when  and  where  to  carry  a foft  or  harder  hand.”  Serin. 
Sacr. 

f Lord  Strafford’s  State  Letters  Vol.  11.  fol.  gi. 

I When  Lord  Wentworth  (afterwards  Earl  of  Strafford)  was  appointed  deputy,  he  caufed  thefe 
prefentments  to  be  difeontinued  Not,  fays  he  (State  Letters  Vol.  I.  p.  7,5.)  but  that  every  good 
" Englilliman  ought  as  well  in  reafon  of  ftate  as  confcience,  to  defire  the  kingdom  were  well 
” reduced  to  a conformity  in  religion  : but  becaufe  it  is  a great  bufinefs,  that  has  many  roots  lying 
” deep  and  far  within  the  ground,  which  fliould  be  firft  thoroughly  opened  before  we  judge  what 
" height  it  may  flioot  up  to,  when  it  ftiall  feel  itfelf  once  ftruck  at,  to  be  loofened  and  pulled  up.” 
There  had  been  much  intrigue  to  commute  the  voluntary  contribution  for  the  fupport  of  the  army, 
which  was  paid  in  common  by  the  Proteftants  and  Catholics,  though  the  latter  paid  above  nine  parts 
in  ten,  for  this  penal  fund,  which  was  vainly  reprefented  by  the  lords  juftices  and  feveral  bifhops  as 
a more  certain  and  produdtive  fource  of  revenue.  Wentworth,  however,  was  of  a different  opi- 
nion ; he  reafoned  upon  the  fubjeft  as  a politician  not  as  a philanthrophift.  (Ib.  p.  76.)  “ He  was 
“ therefore  for  continuing  the  contribution  as  it  then  flood,  becaufe  he  thought  it  more  fafe, 
“ confidering  the  inequality  of  numbers,  and  the  iU  provifion  of  the  army,  to  take  the  contribution 
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tinned  in  the  axlminiftration  of  Ireland,  fuch  prefentments  were  made  with 
extreme  rigor,  to  the  great  grievance  of  the  recufants,  and  comparatively 
Ihiall  emolument  of  the  crown : heavy  fines  alfo  were  impofed  upon  fuch 
juries  as  refufed  to  find  them. 

If  the  Catholics  felt  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  feverity  of  the  late  lords 
juftices,  much  more  reafon  had  they  to  complain  of  the  condu6t  of  Lord 
Wentworth,  who  fucceeded  them.  This  nobleman,  better  known  under  his 
fuperior  title  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  continued  lord  deputy  from  the  year 
1633,  to  the  year  1041.  As  the  clofe  of  his  adminiftration  was  the  opening 
of  what  is  ufually  termed  the  great  Irijh  rebellion,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
the  hiftorian  to  fcrutinize  it  with  rigorous  impartiality,  in  order  to  determine 
whether  an  event  fo  clofely  preceded  by  a feven  years  adminiftration  of 
extraordinary  aufterity,  were  not  fomented,  accelerated,  aggravated,  or  oc- 
cafioned  by  that  fyftem  of  feverity  and  terrorifm.  Upon  this  more  than 
upon  any  other  point  of  modern  Irifli  hiftory,  are  the  Englifli  and  Irifli 
hiftorians  at  open  variance.  The  former  from  Temple,  Borlafe,  Cox,  Cla- 
rendon, and  Carte,  down  to  Leland,  and  Warner,  all  reprefent  the  reigns 
of  the  two  firft  Stuarts,  as  the  halcyon  days  of  peace,  felicity,  and  profperity 
to  Ireland.*  The  latter  on  the  contrary,  from  Lord  Caftlehaven,  the  bifliop 
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" againft  the  will  of  the  Proteftants,  than  to  raife  the  twelve-pence  a Sunday  againft  the  liking  of 
the  recufants.”  But  his  principal  reafon  for  not  depending  on  the  execution  of  this  ftatute  for 
raifing  this  fupply,  was  the  uncertainty  of  its  fufficiency,  for  (ib.  76)  “ if  it  took  that  good  effedl 
for  which  it  was  intended,  which  was  to  bring  the  Irifh  to  a conformity  in  religion,  it  would 
“ come  to  nothing,  and  fo  would  prove  a covering  narrower  than  a man  could  wrap  himfelf  in.” 
Wentworth,  who  had  by  quitting  the  popular  party  which  he  had  originally  efpoufed,  gained  a 
ftrong  afcendancy  over  the  king’s  judgement,  with  the  help  of  Laud,  brought  over  his  majefty  and 
the  bilhops  to  his  way  of  thinking. 

* Lord  Clarendon  in  his  vindication  of  Ormonde,  fays,  “ it  is  not  the  biftiop’s  (i.  e.  titular  bifhop 
of  Ferns)  calling  the  ten  years  war  in  Ireland,  J'anBum  jujiiffimum  helium,  or  his  faying  they  have 
“ undergone  the  moft  conftant  apd  fevere  perfecution,  for  the  profeffion  of  the  Catholic  Religion 
*''  for  the  fpace  of  thirteen  years,  that  can  make  the  happy  and  blelfed  condition  forgotten,  which 
that  nation  was  poffefled  of  before  their  own  unlkilful  rage  and  fury  brought  this  war  upon 
" them.”  He  fays  moreover,  that  the  whole  nation  enjoyed  an  unditturbed  exercife  of  their 
religion  ; and  even  in  Dublin,  (where  the  feat  of  the  king’s  chief  governor  was)  they  went 
as  publicly  to  their  devotions,  as  he  went  to  his;  and  though  there  were  fome laws  ftill  in  force 
againft  them,  “ yet  the  edge  of  thofe  laws  was  fo  totally  rebated  by  the  clemency  and  companion  of 
“■  die  king,  that  no  man  could  fay  that  he  had  fuffered  prejudice  or  difturbance  in  or  for  his 

“ religion.” 
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of  Ferns,  Peter  Walfli,  down  to  Gheogliegan,  O’Connor,  and  Currie,  con- 
fider  that  rebellion,  mainly  occafioned  and  brought  forward  by  the  intem- 
perate, cruel,  and  imconftitutional  adminiftration  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 
In  this  wide  difference  of  opinion,  I diall  barely  refer  to  the  leading  cir- 
cumftances  of  bis  adminiftration,  leaving  the  inference  to  the  imbiaffed 
refledlion  of  the  impartial  reader.  Leland,  informs  ns,  that  few  ebaradters 
have  been  more  the  fubject  both  of  cenfure  and  panegyric,  than  that  of  the 
Lord  Wentworth:  that  his  enemies,  and  bis  admirers,  have  carefully  infpedted 
it:  that  bis  defertion  of  the  popular  caufe  in  England,  bad  rendered  him 
odious  to  a party  powerful,  implacable,  fubtle,  and  indefatigable : that  their 
rancour  purfued  him  into  Ireland,  watched  his  condudl  ftridlly,  and  inter- 
preted his  adlions  feverely.  He  affumed  bis  government,  be  fays,  with  a 
mind  and  affedlion  fixed  on  one  fingle  objedt,  the  immediate  intereft  of  bis 
royal  mafter:  and  happily  the  intereft  of  the  crown  obliged  him  to  ftudy 
the  improvement  of  the  realm.  He  had  beard  of  the  turbulence  and  diforder 
of  the  country;  and  hence  inferred  the  neceffity  of  that  fevere  and  rigorous* 
adminiftration,  which  fuited  his  own  aufterity  and  arrogance.  Ireland  he 
confidered  as  a conquered  kingdom,  in  the  ftridteft  fenfe.  He  avowed  and 
defended  the  opinion,  under  all  the  terrors  of  impeachment,  Avhen  it  was 
charged  againft  him  as  a traiterous  principle : and  from  the  crude  con- 
ception, he  deduced  a confequence  at  once  ridiculous  and  deteftible;  that 
the  fubjedts  of  that  country  had  without  diftin6tion  forfeited  the  rights 
of  men  and  citizens:  and  for  whatever  they  were  permitted  to  enjoy,  de- 
' pended  folely  upon  the  royal  grace.  > Such  men  he  was  naturally  difpofed 
to  treat  with  contempt,  and  even  the  inoft  diftinguiflied  of  the  Irifii  fubjefts, 
were  of  little  confequence  in  the  eye  of  an  imperious  nobleman  ufed  to  the 
magnificence  of  the  Englifli  court,  diftinguiflied  even  in  the  crowd  of 
exalted  perfonages,  and  known  to  enjoy  an  extraordinary  portion  of  the 

“ religion.”  And  “ in  this  blelTed  condition  of  peace  and  fecurity,  the  Englijh  and  Irijh,  the 

Proteftant  and  Roman  Catholics,  lived  mingled  together  in  all  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  quietly 
“■  trafficking  with  one  another,  during  the  whole  happy  reign  of  King  James : and  from  his  death 
“ every  degree  of  their  happinefs  was  encreafed  and  improved  under  tlie  government  of  his  late 

majefty.” 

* Dr.  Warner  thinks  that  the  abfence  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was  one  of  the  great  occafions  of 
the  rebellion,  (p.  17.)  “ For  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was  too  brave,  too  vigilant,  and  too  high  fpirited 
" a ruler  not  ter  have  cruffied  fuch  an  infurredion  in  its  birth.” 
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royal  favour.  He  affumed  the  reins  of  government  with  lively  prepoffeffions 
and  paflions  violently  enflained. 

Wentworth,  began  to  play  off  his  infincerity  upon  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
(they  were  then  in  the  proportion  of  one  hundred  to  one  Proteftant)  even 
before  he  had  taken  poffeffion  of  his  government.*  It  has  been  before 
remarked,  that  for  political  reafons,  he  preferred  any  other  mode  of  taxation 
to  that  of  raifmg  the  neceffary  levies  upon  the  confciences  of  the  natives. 
In  order  therefore,  to  enfure  to  his  royal  mailer  the  continuance  of  the 
voluntary  contributionf  for  one  year  longer,  he  tells  us;]:  that  in  order  to 
make  a trial  of  the  temper  of  the  Catholics  (who  had  adually  paid  above 
two  thirds  of  the  former  contribution)  with  regard  to  the  continuance  of  it 
for  a longer  time,  “ he  fent  a private  meffenger  of  his  own  to  Ireland,  who 
“ was  himfelf  a Catholic,  with  inftru6lions  to  invite  them  to  make  an  offer 
“ to  his  majefiy,  of  half  a fubfidy  to  be  paid  the  next  year;  upon  condition 
“ that  all  further  profecution  upon  the  llatute  of  the  2d  Elizabeth,  might 
“ be  refpited  till  his  coming  over.  The  inllrument  I employed,  (fays  he) 

“ knows  no  other,  but  that  the  refolution  of  the  hate  here  is  fet  upon  that 
“ courfe,  and  that  I do  this  privately,  in  favour  and  well  wifliing  to  divert 
“ the  prefent  ftorm,  which  elfe  would  fall  heavy  upon  them  all,  being  framed 
“ and  executed  by  the  Earl  of  Corkc,  which  makes  the  man  labour  in  good 

* For  this  we  are  able  to  vouch  his  own  authority, 

f In  1628,  Lord  Faulkland  advifed  the  Catliolics  to  fend  agents  over  to  King  Charles  and  make 
him  a perfonal  tender  of  their  fervices,  who,  fays  Leland,  (2  v.  p.  483)  “ in  defpite  of  public 
“ clamor  and  fufpicion,  found  a very  favourable  reception  for  their  overtures.  They  made  the 
“ tempting  offer  of  a voluntary  contribution  of  120000I.  to  be  paid  in*three  years,  by  way  of  three 
“ fubfidies,  each  amounting  to  400001.  and  each  to  be  divided  into  equal  quarterly  payments. 

“ The  graces  which  they  folicited  in  confequence  of  this  extraordinary  exertion  of  loyalty,  were  in 
“ fome  inftances  indeed  favourable  to  recufants,  but  fuch  as  in  general  were  evidently  reafonable 

and  equitable,  calculated  for  the  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances,  which  perfons  of  all  denominations 
“ had  experienced,  and  tending  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  whole  nation.  The  bounty 
“ was  accepted,  the  graces  conferred,  and  tranfmitted  by  way  of  inftruftion  to  the  lord  deputy  and 
” council.”  The  mod:  important  of  thefe  graces,  which  confided  of  fifty  one  articles,  (to  be  feen  ' 
in  Cox  and  Rufliw.)  were  thofe,  by  which  the  fubje£ts  were  fecured  in  their  podedions  by  limitting 
the  king’s  title  to  dxty  years,  the  recufants  were  admitted  to  fue  their  liveries,  ouder  le  mains,  and 
other  grants  out  of  the  court  of  wards.  Catholic  barriders  were  permitted  to  plead  for  five  }^ar.s 
without  the  oath  of  fuprcmacy.  Thefe  being  granted  by  proclamation  only,  die  king  pledged  his 
word  they  diould  be  confirmed  by  parliament. 

J St.  Let.  1 vol.  p.  212. 
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eanieft,  taking-  it  to  be  a caufe pro  aris  S^'  fods.''  Lord  Antrim,  who^vas 
then  one  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  Catholic  party,  on  behalf  of  himfelf 
and  other  Catholics,  wrote  to  Lord  Wentworth,  that  they  were  willing  to 
continue  the  contribution  to  his  majefty  as  it  then  was,  until  his  lordlliip's 
arrival  in  Ireland.  The  arrogance  and  haughtinefs  of  the  deputy,  manifefted 
themfelves  even  to  his  own  party  on  his  firft  landing:  he  omitted  to  fummon 
feveral  members  of  the  council  to  attend,  and  on  the  lirft  day,  after  he 
had  kept  them  Avaiting  for  above  two  hours,  he  flightingly  and  Avithout 
any  apology,  mentioned  the  fubjedl  upon  Avhich  he  had  convened  them;  and 
Avhen  on  the  folloAAung  day  they  fliCAved  fymptoms  of  difplcafure  at  the 
continuance  of  the  contribution,  he  fupercilioufly  allured  them  in  plain 
terms,  that  no  neceffity  induced  him  to  take  them  in  'council  on  that  bu- 
finefs:  for  that  rather  than  fail  in  fo  neceliary  a duty  to  his  maher,  he 
Avould  undertake  upon  the  peril  of  his  head,  he  Avould  make  the  king's  army 
able  to  fubfift  and  provide  for  themfelves  amongft  them,  Avithout  their  help.* 
The  menace  had  its  elfeft:  and  he  procured  a Avritten  promife  for  tlie  next 
year’s  contribution  from  the  Proteflants,  as  it  had  that  year  proceeded 
from  the  Catholic^,  Avho  ought  not,  faid  he  tauntingly,  to  he  permitted 
to  be  more  forward  than.the  Proteftants  in  their  chearfulnefs  and  readinefs 
to  ferve  the  king.f  His  propofal  :}:to  call  a parliament  was  eagerly  received, 
Avhich  they  conlidered  Avould  fupeifede  the  neceffity  of  any  further  con- 
tribution, fo  horribly  afraid,  fays  his  lordffiip,  Avere  they  that  the  contribution 
money  Avoukl  be  fet  as  an  annual  charge  upon  their  inheritances,  that  they 
would  redeem  it  at  any  rate. 

It  has  been  before  remarked,  that  the  influence  of  government  Avas 
employed  in  the  former  reign,  to  eftablilh  a Protellant  afcendancy  by  fe- 
curing  a Protellant  majority  in  parliament.  We  mull  noAv  judge  of  the 
parliamentary  condudl  of  the  ncAV  lord  deputy,  by  his  OAvn  aecount  of  it  to 
Secretary  Coke.  § “ I have  this  day,  fays  he,  fent  out  Avrits  of  fummons,  and 

“ Avitli  them  about  100  letters  in  recommendation  of  fuch,  as  upon  advice 
“ taken  Avith  this  council,  Avere  held  perfons  ablell  and  bell  for  his  majelly’s 

* i.  e.  by  free  quarters.  The  Irifli  had  frequently  complained  of  tbe  abufes  of  the  military, 
which  will  appear  from  a report  made  in  the  preceding  reign,  by  the  commiflioners  appointed  by 
James  to  enquire  into  grievances,  App.  No.  XTX.  Proteftion  againft  this  abufe  was  one  of  the 
graces  recently  purchafed. 

t St.  Let.  p.  98.  J lb.  p.  99.  § St.  Let.  1 vol.  p.  259. 
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“ fervice,  having  both  in  tliat  and  all  the  reft,  ufed  the  utmoft  of  my  power 
“ and  diligence,  to  get  the  houfe  to  be  compofed  of  quiet  and  governable 
“ men.”  He  has  further  favoured  us  with  his  method  of  marfhalling  the 
members  when  once  returned.  fSf.  Let.  ib.)  “ The  lower  houfe  fliould 
“ be  fo  compofed,  that  neither  the  recufants,  nor  yet  the  Proteftants,  Ihould 
“ appear  confiderably  one  more  than  the  other:  holding  them  as  much  as 
“ might  be  in  an  equal  balance,  as  being  thus  eafier  to  govern.  And  then 
“ in  private  difcouife  to  fliew  the  recufants,  that  if  the  late  contribution 
“ ending  in  December  of  his  majefty’s  army  was  not  fupplied  fome  other 
“ way,  the  twelve  pence  per  Sunday  muft  of  neceffity  be  exa6ted  from  them. 
“ And  on  the  other  hand,  to  diew  the  Proteftants  that  his  majefty’s  army 
“ muft  not  let  go  the  20,0001.  contribution,  nor  yet  that  he  would  difcontent 
“ the  recufants  in  matter  of  religion,  till  the  army  were  elfe  certainly  pro- 
“ vided  for.”  And  for  the  purpofe  of  varying  the  balance  of  votes  ac- 
cording to  the  exigency  of  circumftances,  this  wary  deputy  acknowledges 
the  nature  of  the  corps  de  referee,  Avhich  he  conftantly  kept  at  command. 
“ I ftiall  labour  to  make  as  many  captains  and  officers,  burgefles  in  this 
“ parliament,  as  I poflibly  can,  who  having  immediate  dependance  upon 
“ the  crown,  may  always  fway  the  bufinefs  between  the  two  parties,  which 
“ way  they  pleafe.”  W^e  fee  by  a further  letter  from  his  lordfhip  to  Secretary 
Coke,  how  much  beyond  his  inftru6lion  he  puflied  his  arrogance  and  au- 
fterity  to  the  Catholics.  For  when  the  Earl  of  Fingal  reprefented  to  him, 
that  it  had  ever  been  ufual  for  the  lords  of  the  Pale  to  be  confulted  concern- 
ing the  parliament,  and  the  matters  to  be  therein  psopounded,  he  told  this 
nobleman,  that  affuredly  his  majefty  would  reje6l  with  fcorn  all  fuch  fo- 
reign inftru6tors:  that  the  king’s  own  councils  were  fufficient  to  govern  his 
own  affairs  and  people,  without  borrowing  from  any  private  man  Avhatfoever. 
But  being  rather  diffident  of  the  king’s  approval  of  this  harflniefs  towards 
the  lords  of  the  Pale,  he  adds,  “ If  I may  from  you  gather  it  Avas  too  much, 
“ I Avill  put  fome  Avater  in  my  Avine,  and  exprefs  it  more  mildly  to  his 
“ majefty’s  contentment,  as  Avell  in  the  manner  as  the  matter.”* 

When  the  parliament  had  met,  the  lord  deputy  in  his  fpeech  informed 
them,  “ that  his  majefty  expe6ted  100,0001.  debt  to  be  difeharged,  and  20,000l. 
“ a year  conftant  and  ftandftig  revenue,  to  be  fet  apart  for  the  payment  of 

* St.  Let.  1 vol.  p.  247, 
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the  army;  and  tliat  his  majefty  intended  to  have  two  feffions  of  tliat  par- 
“ liament,  the  one  for  himfelf,  the  other  for  them:  fo  as  if  they  without 
conditions  fupplied  the  king  in  this,  they  might  be  fine  his  majelly  would 
“ go  along  with  them  in  the  next  meeting,  through  all  the  expreffions  of  a 
“ gracious  and  good  king.”  It  is  painful  to  acknowledge  that  the  king 
himfelf  muft  have  combined  with  Wentworth  in  deceiving  his  Iriili  fubjefts: 
he  acknowledged*  that  a free  gift  of  120,0001.  had  been  given  to  his  ma- 
jefty  for  the  proclamation  and  royal  promife  to  get  it  confirmed  in  the  firft 
parliament  that  fliould  fit;  and  that  in  the  year  l631,  106,280l.  J6s.  2fd.  had 
been  paid  towards  it.  It  was  determined  however  to  break  through  the 
promife  at  all  events,  and  fliould  the  deputy  not  have  the  addrefs  to  get  the 
fupplies  voted  before  the  performance  of  the  condition  entered  into  with  the 
irifli  nation,  to  dilfolve  the  parliament,  and  raife  the  fupplies  in  fome  othe^’ 
manner.  The  king  under  this  imprelTion,  affured  his  deputy,  “ that  it  would 
“ not  be  worfe  for  him,  though  that  parliament’s  obftinacy  fliould  make  him 
“ break  Mfith  them,  for  I fear,  fays  his  majefty,  that  they  have  fome  grounds 
“ to  demand  more,  than  it  is  fit  for  me  to  give.”  The  deputy  however,  took 
uncommon  pains  to  perfuade  the  parliament,  that  in  cafe  of  their  uncondi- 
tional grant  of  the  fupplies,  the  king  would  confirm  the  promifed  graces;  for 
furely,  faid  he  “ fo  great  a meannefs  cannot  enter  your  hearts,  as  once  to 
“ fufpedl  his  majefty’s  gracious  regards  of  you,  and  performance  with  you, 
“ where  you  affie  yourfelves  upon  his  grace.”  We  can  more  readily  con- 
ceive, than  exprefs  that  determined  diflimulation,  which  didlated  this  infi- 
dious  fpeech  to  parliament,  when  Wentworth  had  not  only  advifed  the  king 
to  break  his  folemn  promife,  but  had  engaged  to  take  upon  himfelf  all 
the  obloquy,  infamy,  and  danger  of  this  breach  of  faith  with  the  nation; 
and  for  Avhich  the  king  foon  after  thanked  him  in  a letter  written  in  his  own 
hand.f 

The 

* St.  Let.  1.  vol.  p.  68. 

t “ Wentworth, 

“ BEFORE  I anfwer  any  of  your  particular  letters  to  me,  I muft  tell 
“ you,  that  your  laft  difpatch  has  given  me  a great  deal  of  contentment,  and  efpecially  for  the 
" keeping  off  the  envy  of  a neceflary  negative  from  me,  of  thofe  unreafonable  graces  that  people 
" expedted  from  me."  Sf.  Let.  l vol.  p.  SSl. 

That  it  was  the  concerted  and  fettled  plan  both  of  Charles  and  his  deputy,  to  deceive  and 
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The  commons  relying  upon  the  promifes  of  the  deputy,  voted  fix  entire 
fubfidies,  amounting  to  240,0001.  a fum  far  exceeding  his  mofl;  fanguine 
expe6tations,  and  in  return  they  drew  up  a remonftrance*  concerning 
his  majcfty’s  promifed  graces,  particularly  in- relation  to  the  enquiry  into 
defedive  titles,  and  deputed  Sir  George  Radcliffe,  mafter  of  the  rolls.  Sir 
James  Ware,  and  nine  other  refpefilable  members  to  prefent  it  to  the  deputy. 
Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  fecond  feflion  of  this  parliament,  (I2th  of 
November  l634)  the  commons  were  ordered  into  the  prefence  chamber 
to  receive  the  lord  deputy’s  anfwer.  By  this  he  informed  them  with  ful- 
len  imperioufnefsj'f'  that  he  would  not  tranfmit  to  England  the  ftatute  21 
Jacobi;  but  that  fuch  refufal  was  his  own;  their  requeft;]:  never  having 
been  fo  much  as  fent  over  by  him  : that  palfing  this  aft  to  prevent  enquiry 
into  defeftive  titles,  was  not  good  and  expedient  for  the  kingdom  at  that 
time,  and  fo  they  were  to  reft  fatisfied  without  ftirring  any  more  as  to  that 
particular,  as  a thing,  which  could  not,  nor  would  not  be  departed  from. 
It  is  obvious,  from  their  vaft  preponderancy  both  in  numbers  and  property 
at  this  time,  that  this  anfwer  was  chiefly,  if  not  folely  intended  to  affeft 
the  Catholics,  who  from  it,  fays  Wentworth,§  “ were  fo  ill  to  pleafe,  that 
‘‘  they  loft  all  temper,  and  broke  forth  into  fuch  froward  fullenefs,  as  was 
“ ftrange ; rejedting  hand  over  head  every  other  bill,  that  was  offered  them 
“ from  his  majefty  and  the  ftate.” 


defraud  the  Irifli,  who  had  upon  the  faith  of  the  king,  purchafed  thefe  graces  for  120,0001.  is  not 
only  evident  from  their  own  words,  but  is  further  proved  by  the  admiffion  of  our  own  hiftorians. 
Carte  (Orm.  p.  6l.)  fays,  “ he  was  not  without  apprehenfion,  that  the  parliament  might  prefs  for 
“ a confirmation  of  all  the  graces  given  the  24th  of  May,  l628,  in  inftrudtlon  to  Lord  Faulkland;. 
“ many  of  which,,  if  eftablilhed  by  a law,  would  not  fort  either  with  his  majefty’s  prefent  profit, 
“ (for  that  of  limitting  the  title  of  the  crown  to  fixty  years,  would  alone  lofe  him  20,000l.  per, 
" annum)  or  with  the  power  requifite  to  be  upheld  for  the  future  in  tlie  kingdom.”  Vide  Rulhw. 
2 vol.  p.  210. 

* Quod  vide  App.  No.  XX. 

t Wentworth  tells  us,  that  he  had  already  refolved  to  give  them  an  “ anfwer  round  and  clear, 
“ and  fuch  as  would  ftifle  all  replication.”  (St,  Let.  l vol.  p.  338.) 

X This  aflertion  was  a diredt  falfehood;  for  he  fays  in  a letter  to  Coke  of  the  6th  of  Oftober  i634, 
“ that  he  fends  the  petition  of  the  lower  houfe,  relative  to  thefe  graces ; and  that  the  ground  of 
“ denying  all,  may  be  fet  upon  him  and  the  council : and  fo  his  majefty  preferred  from  all  colour  of 
“ declining  in  any  part  of  that  which  they  expefted.  St.  Let.p,  304, 

§ St.  Let,  p.  304. 
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*The  fubfequent  condu6l  of  the  deputy  clearly  explained  what  he  meant  by 
the  inexpediency  to  the  kingdom,  which  the  obfervance  of  the  king’s  promife 
would  at  that  time  create.  For  he  inftantly  fet  about  his  grand  and  Fa- 
vourite ^plan  of  inquifition  into  the  king’s  title  to  the  whole  province  of 
Connaught : of  which  Leland  thus  fpeaks.”'}'  “ Wentworth  was  impatient 
“ to  fignalize  his  adminiftration,  by  a fervice  of  immediate  and  extenfive 
“ emolument  to  his  royal  mafter.  His  proje6t  was  nothing  lefs,  than  to 
“ fubvert  the  title  to  every  eftate  in  every  part  of  Connaught,  and  to  eftab- 
“ li/h  a new  plantation  through  the'  whole  province.  A projedt,  which 
“ when  firft  propofed  in  the  late  reign,  was  received  with  horror  and  amaze- 
“ ment,  but  which  fuited  the  undifmayed  and  enterprizing  genius  of  Lord 
“ Wentworth.  For  this  he  had  oppofed  tlie  confirmation  of  the  royal 
“ graces  tranfmitted  to  Lord  Faulkland,  and  taken  to  himfelf  the  odium 
“ of  fo  flagrant  a violation  of  the  royal  promife.  The  parliament  was  at 
an  end,  and  the  deputy  was  at  leifure  to  execute  a fchemc,  which  as 
“ it  was  ofFenfive  and  alarming,  required  a cautious  and  deliberate  pro- 
“ cedure.” 

The  daring  efforts  of  mercenary  informers,  the  penetrating  refearches 
of  rapacious  adventurers,  and  the  overftrained  ingenuity  of  court  lawyers, 
were  all  employed  by  Wentworth  in  forwarding  his  darling  projedt.  He 
proceeded  at  the  head  of  the  commiffioners  of  plantation  to  the  weftern 
province.  He  had  previoufly  intimidated  the  county  of  Leitrim  into  a 
voluntary  recognition  of  the  king’s  title  and  fubmiffion  to  a plantation.  'He 
next  entered  upon  Rofcommon : and  there  the  king’s  title  -was  unexcep- 
tionably  found  without  fcruple  Or  hefitation.  If  we  give  credit  to  Went- 
worth’s own  accounts  of  the  preparations  and  difpolitions  he  had  made 

* One  particularity  attended  the  adminiftration  of  Wentworth,  which  is  to  be  traced  in  no  other 
either  before  or  fince  hi's  time:  namely  a difregard  to  every  defcription  of  perfons,  who  were  not 
fervilely  devoted  to  his  defpotifm.  He  convened  a national  fynod  or  convocation  of  the  Proteftant 
clergy,  in  which  he  forced  upon  them  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  more  as' 
Leland  obferves  (3  v.  p.  28)  by  the  influence  of  his  authority,  than  the  “ inclinations  of  a great 
" part  of  the  clergy,  although  but  one  member  of  the  convocation  ventured-  publickly  to  avow  his 
dilfent.  Thefe  regulations  in  the  ecclefiaftical  fyftem  were  followed  by  an  eftabliftiment  too 
“ odious,  and  therefore  too  dangerous  to  be  attempted  during  tlie  fetfions  of  parliament,  that  of  an 
high  commiflion  court,  which  was  erefted  in  Dublin  after  the  Englifli  model,  with  tire  fame  for- 
“ mality  and  the  fame  tremendous  powers.” 
t 3 Lei.  p.  30,  31. 
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to  fccure  the  fucceL  of  this  projeft,  vi^e  tliall  agree  with  Inland’s  obfervations, 
that  the  prefence  and  interpofition  of  a lord  deputy,  and  a deputy  M'hofc 
cliaradlcr  and  temper  were  fitted  to  operate  on  men’s  paffions,  had  probably 
their  full  effedt  on  this  occafion.* * * §  He  told  the  juries,  that  his  majefty’s 
intentions  in  cftablilhing  his  undoubted  title,  was  to  make  them  a rich  and 
civil  people;  that  he  propofed  not  to  deprive  them  of  their  juft  poffeftions, 
but  to  inveft  them  with  a confiderable  part  of  his  own;  that  he  needed  not 
their  interpofition  to  vindicate  his  right,  which  might  be  eftabliflied  in  the 
ufual  courfe  of  law,  upon  an  information  of  intrufion ; but  that  he  willied  his 
people  to  fliare  with  him  in  the  honour  and  profit  of  the  glorious  and  ex- 
cellent work  he  was  then  to  execute.  To  his  majefty  it  was  indifferent, 
whether  their  verdict  fliould  deny  or  find  his  title.  If  they  were  inclined 
to  trutli  and  their  own  interefts,  they  were  to  find  the  title  for  the  king : 
if  to  do  that,  which  was  fimply  heft  for  his  majefty,  without  regard  to 
their  own  good,  the  deputy  advifed  them  roughly  and  pertinacioufly  to 
deny  to  find  any  title  at  all.l  Mayo  and  Sligo  followed  the  example 
of  Rofeommon,  and  found  for  the  king.  But  the  Galway  jury  lefs  pliant, 
did  not  find  the  king’s  title;  and  we  learn  from  the  deputy’s  own  words 
how  he  treated  them,  the  fheriff  And  council  on  this  account.  We 
‘‘  bethought  ourfelves,  fays  he,  on  this  occafion,  of  a courfe  to  vindicate 
“ his  majefty’s  honor  and  juftice,  not  only  againft  the  perfons  of  the  jurors, 
“ but  alfo  againft  the  flieriff  for  returning  fo  infufficient,  indeed  we  conceive, 
“ fo  packed  a jury,  and  therefore  we  fined  the  flieriff  in  a lOOOl.  to  his 
“ majefty.  The  jury  were  fined  4j0001.  each;  their  eftates  were  feized  and 
“ themfelves  imprifoned,  till  the  fines  were  paid.”  Such  was  the  fentence 
pronounced  againft  them  in  the  caftle  chamber, § to  which  his  lordfhip  had 

* St.  Let.  1 V.  p.  443. 

t St.  Let.  1 V.  p.  442.  Wentworth  adds,  that  after  this  fpeech  to  the  jury,  “ there  I left  them 
“ to  chant  together,  as  they  call  it,  over  their  evidence,  and  the  next  day  they  found  the  king’s  title 
without  fcruple  or  hehtation.” 

t St.  Let.  1 V.  p.  451. 

§ This  appears  to  have  been  the  praftice  of  his  predeceflbrs  on  fimilar  occafions,  which  evidently 
was  not  the  moft  etfedlual  mode  of  reconciling  the  aftciStions  of  the  Irifli  to  the  humane  laws,  and 
mild  government  of  England.  ” The  ftar  chamber,  (faid  Lord  Deputy  Chichefter  in  lGl3)  is  the 
proper  place  to  punifh  jurors,  that  will  not  find  for  the  king  upon  good  evidence.”  Def.  Cur. 
Jlib.  1 r,  p.  2C2. 
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bounden  them  over,  and  where  he  conceived,  “ *it  was  fit  that  their  perti- 
“ nacious  carriage  fiiould  be  followed  with  all  jnfi;  feverity.”  And,  “'j'as 
“ for  the  connfellors  of  the  laAV,  fays  he,  who  fo  laboured  againfi;  the  king’s 
“ title,  we  conceive  it  is  fit  that  fuch  of  them  as  avc  fiiall  find  reafon  to  pro- 
“ ceed  withall,  be  put  to  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  Avhich  if  they  refufc, 
“ that  then  they  be  filenced  and  not  admitted  to  pradlice.”  However  ready 
the  deputy  had  at  firfi;  been  to  bear  the  perfonal  odium- of  the  king’s  breach 
of  promife  and  faith  to  his  Irifii  fubjetls,  yet  latterly  there  appears  to  have  been 
a mutual  engagement  between  the  king  and  deputy  to  afl'ume  conjointly  the 
blame  and  infamy  of  each  other’s  condudl  towards  that  unfortunate  nation. 
Wentworth  aflures  us,  that  upon  his  making  a report  to  the  king  and  coun- 
cil of  thefe  proceedings,  his  majefty  faid,  “ it  was  no  feverity,  wifhed  him  to 
“ go  on  in  that  way ; for  that  if  he  ferved  him  otherwife,  he  fiiould  not 
“ ferve  him  as  he  expedled.  So  I kneeled  down,”  adds  he,  “ kifled  his  ma- 
“ jelly’s  hand,  and  the  council  rofe.”:{: 

It 


* St.  Let.  ubi  fupra. 

-|-  St.  Let.  1 Vol.  454. 

J Were  it  not  for  thefe  avowals  by  the  parties  themfelves,  one  could  be  fcarcely  induced  to  credit 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  commons  of  England  voted  the  following  amongft  other  grievances 
under  Strafford’s  adminillration,  to  be  real:  viz.  “■  That  jurors  who  gave  their  verdict  according 
to  their  confciences,  wei'e  cenfured  in  the  caftle  chamber  ii^  great  fines  5 fometimes  pillored,  with 
“ lofs  of  ears,  and  bored  through  the  tongue,  and  fometimes  marked  in  tlie  forehead,  with  other  in- 
“ famous  punifhments.”  We  have  indeed  his  own  teftimony  for  the  various  cautionary  pradtices 
he  was  wont  to  ufe  on  thefe  occafions.  In  a letter  to  the  fecretary,  he  fays  (St.  Let.  l vol.  353.^ 
“ This  houfe  is  very  well  compofed,  fo  as  tlie  Proteflants  are  the  majority  j and  this  may  be  of  great 
“ ufe  to  confirm  and  fettle  his  majefly’s  title  to  the  plantations  of  Connaught  and  Ormonde  j for 
" this  you  may  be  fure  of ; all  the  Proteflants  are  for  plantations,  all  tlie  other  againfi  them  : fo  as 
thefe  being  the  greater  number,  you  can  want  no  help  they  can  give  you  tlierein.  Nay,  in  cafe 
there  be  no  title  to  be  made  good  to  thefe  countries  in  the  crown,  yet  Ihould  I not  defpair 
“ 'forth  of  reafons  of  flate  and  for  the  flrength  and  fecurity  of  the  kingdom  to  have  them  paffed  to 
" the  king  by  an  immediate  aft  of  parliament.”  And  in  the  fame  letter  he  adds,  " that  he  confi- 
dered  that  majority  of  the  Proteflants  in  the  houfe  of  commons  as  a good  rod  to  hold  over  the  Pa- 
“ pifls.”  And  {St.  L.  442)  he  further  informs  us,  that  he  had  given  fpecial  direftions  to  have 
men  of  fortune  returned  upon  the  juries  in  Connaught,  for  the  firfi  trials  of  the  defeftive  titles,  becaufe 
“ this  being  a leading  cafe  for  the  whole  province,  it  would  fet  a value  in  their  eflimation  upon  the 
“ goodnefs  of  the  king’s  title,  if  found  by  thofe  perfons  of  quality.  And  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
“ jury  fiiould  prevaricate,  he  would  be  fure  then  to  have  perfons  of  fuch  means,  as  might  anfwer  to 
“ the  king  in  a round  fine  in  the  caftle  chamber  : and  becaufe  the  fear  of  that  fine  would  be  apter 
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It  was  impoffible,  that  fome  complaints  of  the  harlli,  imperious,  and  unjuR 
adminiftration  of  Wentworth  fliould  not  reach  the  royal  ear;  but  his  influence 
upon  the  mind  of  Charles  was  proof  againft  all  the  efforts  of  his  enemies. 
He  was,  indeed,  recalled,  but  upon  reprefenting  his  own  cafe  to  the  king,  be- 
lides  receiving  the  order  of  the  garter  and  earldom  of  Strafford,  he  was  con- 
firmed in  his  Ration,  under  the  more  honorable  title  of  lord  lieutenant. 
The  king’s  neceffities  obliged  him  to  call  parliaments  both  in  England  and 
Ireland : and  although  the  Irilh  parliament  readily  voted  fix  more  fubfidies, 
the  commons  confidering  fupplies  and  grievances  to  go  hand  in  hand,  pre- 
fented  a very  Rrong  petition  of  remonftrance  ,*  fetting  forth  in  fourteen  fepa- 
rate  articles,  the  grievances  that  nation  then  laboured  under.  StraRbrd  being 
juftly  alarmed  at  the  progrefs  and  condu6l  of  the  Scotch  covenanters,  and 
perceiving  the  aflairs  of  his  royal  maRer,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  to 
be  on  the  decline,  raifed  a body  of  QOOO  men  in  Ireland,  8000  of  which 
were  Roman  Catholics ; well  knowing  that  he  could  rely  upon  their  loyalty 
and  zeal  for  his  majefty's  crown  and  dignity.  The  Irifh,']'  faid  he,  “ were 
“ as  ready  for  this  purpofe  to  venture  their  perfons,  as  they  were  to  open 
“ their  purfes.”  Confcious,  however,  that  he  was  reprefented  in  England 
(and  not  without  reafon)  as  obnoxious  to  this  body  of  men,  he  conceived, 
neverthelefs,  the  vain  ambition  of  commanding  them  in  the  field : J he  la- 
boured, therefore,  privately  to  perfuade  the  king,§  “ that  the  Irifli  did  not 
“ diftate  him  fo  much,  as  'willingly  to  change  him,  or  to  defire  any  new 
“ deputy  in  his  Read,  and  that  if  it  were  left  to  their  choice,  they  would 
“ not  have  any  other  general  but  himfelf,”  Although  the  arrogance  and 


“ to  produce  the  defired  efteft  in  fuch  perfons,  than  in  others,  who  had  little  or  notliing  to  lofe." 
He  elfewhere  (Ib.  339)  admits,  “ that  he  enquired  after  fit  men  to  ferve  upon  juries  j and  treated 
with  fuch  as  would  give  furtherance  to  the  king’s  title.”  And  he’  alfo  propofed  the  railing  of  4000 
horfe  as  good  lookers  on  whilfl  the  plantations  were  fettling.  And  in  flill  further  promotion  of  this 
favorite  fcheme,  he  prevailed  upon  the  king  to  bellow  twenty  per  cent,  or  one  full  fifth  of  the  value  of 
all  die  ellates  to  the  lord  chief  jullice  and  chief  baron.  Which  he  fays  {St.  Let.  2 vul,  4 1)  he  had 
“ found  upon  obfervation,  to  be  the  belt  given  that  ever  was : for  that  by  thefe  means,  they  did 
“ intend  that  bulinefs  with  as  much  care  and  diligence  as  if  it  were  their  own  private : and  that  every 
“ four  ihillings  once  paid  would  better  his  majefty’s  revenue  four  pounds.” 

* Quod  vide  in  App.  No.  XXI. 
f St.  Let.  2 vol.  paflim. 

i A high,  tholigh  ungracious  compliment  to  the  men  whom  he  had  ever  dilliked  and  perfecuted. 
§ Ibid. 
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pride  of  Strafford  prevented  him  from  being  beloved  by  individuals,  his 
vanity  and  ambition  rendered  him  greedy  of  public  admiration  and  efteem  ; 
finding  therefore  his  power  on  the  decline,  he  defeended  to  the  pitiful  fliift 
of  forcing  his  own  eulogy  upon  the  national  records  by  means  of  his  crea- 
tures in  parliament.  The  preamble  of  the  laft  adt  of  fubfidies  contains  the 
mod  fulfome  forced  panegyrick  of  his  Jincere  and  upright  adminijtration, 
with  thanks  to  his  majefty  for  having  placed  over  them  fo  mfe,  juji,  and 
^vigilant  a governor.  Thefe  very  commoners,  however,  in  the  very  next  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  entered  into  a folemn  proteftation  (in  which  they  were 
joined  by  the  lords),  “ *that  the  aforefaid  preamble  to  the  a6l  of  fubfidies 
was  contrived,  penned,  and  inferted  fraudulently  (without  the  privity  of 
“ the  houfe,  either  by  the  earl  of  Strafford  himfelf,  or  by  fome  other  perfon 
or  perfons  advifors,  procurors,  or  a6lors  of  or  in  the  manifold  and  general 
grievances  and  oppreffions  of  his  majefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the  di- 
“ redlion  and  privity  of  the  faid  earl,  on  purpofe  to  prevent  and  anticipate 
“ tlie  juft  and  univerfal  complaints  of  his  majefty’s  faithful,  dutiful,  and 
loving  fubjefts  againft  him.”  It  is  well  known,  that  the  Earl  of  Strafford 
was  attainted  by  the  Englifli  parliament  of  high  treafon,  and  fuffered  death 
as  a traitor,  and  that  the  attainder  was  afterwards  reverfed  by  parliament 
under  Charles  II.  upon  the  grounds  that  the  turbulent  party  not  being  able 
to  convi6l  him  of  any  fmgle  a6t  of  treafon,  had  framed,  and  by  force  and 
violence  pafled  an  a6t  for  his  attainder  for  accumulative  or  conJlruStive  trea- 
fon. In  making  every  allowance  for  the  oppofite  extremes  of  party  preju- 
dice in  the  years  1041  and  l66o',  we  muff;  not  difiemble,  that  Strafford,  though 
innocent  of  treafon,  was  guilty  of  high  mifdemeanors ; and  confidering  the 
force  of  example  and  the  evil  confequences  of  high  mifdemeanors  in  the  fu- 
preme  governor  of  a kingdom,  it  is  but  a tribute  of  juftice  to  a much  tra- 
duced nation,  to  lay  before  the  public  the  folemn  and  confiderate  judgment 
of  their  fovereign,  upon  thofe  very  a6ts  of  his  friend  and  favorite,  of  which 
he  faw  but  too  late  the  mifehief  and  enormity.  Within  a fortnight  before 
the  execution  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  his  majefty  made  a fpeech  to  the  houfe 
of  peers,  in  which  after  telling  them  that  he  had  been  prefent  at  the  hearing 
of  that  great  cafe  from  one  end  to  the  other ; “ I muft,  fays  he,  tell  you,  that 

* 1 Journ.  Com.  gF  Ireland,  17C.  A.s  this  proteftation  throws  ftrong  light  tipon  the  temper  of 
the  Irilli,  immediatelj  before  tire  grand  rcbellioji,  it  is  gi^  en  in  tlic  Appendix,  No,  XXIII. 
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“ I cannot  in  iny  confcience  condemn  him  of  high  treafon,  &c.  I dehrc 
“ rightly  to  be  underftood  : for  though  I tell  you  in  my  confcience  I cannot 
“ condemn  him  of  high  treafon,  yet  I cannot  fay  I can  clear  him  of  mifde- 
“ meanures,  &c.  Nay,  for  mifdeameanures  I am  fo  clear  in  them,  that 
“ Jthough  I will  not  chalk  out  the  way,  yet  I will  Ihew  you,  that  I think 
“ my  Lord  Strafford  is  not  fit  hereafter  to  ferve  me,  or  the  common- wealth, 
“ in  any  place  of  truft;  no,  not  fo  much  as  a conftable.”* 

Although  Charles  had  given  this  folemn  teftimony  of  the  mifcondu6l  of 
Strafford,  yet  fo  implicated  was  he  in  his  lordlhip’s  fyftem  of  governing  Ire- 
land, that  he  appointed  by  Strafford’s  recommendation  his  kinfman  and 
creature  Sir  Henry  Wandefworth,  to  fucceed  him.  Fear,  defpair,  and  grief, 
brought  on  by  the  violent  and  oppreffive  adminiflration  of  Strafford,  foon 
occafioned  the  death  of  the  new  deputy.  So  infatuated  however  was  the 
king  with  the  fyflem  of  his  favorite,  notwithlfanding  he  had  pronounced 
him  unworthy  to  be  even  a conftable,  that  he  appointed  Lord  Dillon,  the 
friend  and  relative  of  Strafford,  and  Sir  William  Parfons,  lord  juffices  of  that 
kingdom ; but  finding  that  Lord  Dillon  was  not  agreeable  to  the  Irifh  nation 
becaufe  of  this  intimacy  and  alliance,  he  cancelled  the  commiffion,  and  ap- 
pointed Sir  John  Borlafe,  mailer  of  the  ordnance,  in  his  room.  ^No  fooner, 
fays  Warner,  were  thefe  minifters  p'offeffed  of  their  high  power,  than  they 
endeavoured  to  put  the  government  on  its  former  footing  : in  order  to  mol- 
lify the  fharp  humours,  which  fome  of  the  rigid  meafures  of  the  Earl  of 
Strafford’s  adminiflration  had  introduced  ; the  known  laws  of  the  land  were 
made  the  ftandard  of  their  government ; and  they  gave  all  due  encourage- 
ment to  the  parliament  then  fitting,  for  the  eafe  and  accomodation  of  his 
majefty’s  fubje6ls  in  fome  important  articles.  Happy  had  it  been  for  the 
king  and  kingdom  that  this  fyftem  had  been  ever  purfued  ! 

Charles  finding,  that  his  frequent  breaches  of  faith  with  the  Irilh,  and  the 
avowed  mifdemeanors  of  his  favorite  Strafford  had  tended  greatly  to  efirange 
the  affc6lions  of  his  Irifli  fubje6fs,  made  one  more  effort  to  recal  their  attach- 

* After  this  teftimony,  what  faith  can  be  given  to  Carte,  and  our  other  hiftorians  who  follow 
him,  telling  us,  “ that  there  could  not  be  a higher  or  jufter  eulogium  given  of  a governor,  and  of 
” his  upright  and  impartial  adrainidration  by  any  body  of  men,  than  was  given  of  this  lord  lieute- 
" nant  and  his  adminiftration  by  this  houfe  of  commons : it  was  given  ncmbie  contradkente,  and 
" paded  with  loud  and  general  acclamation  of  applaufe.”  1 Orm.  107. 

t Warner’s  Hid.  of  Reb.  p.  .s. 
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nicnt  by  a frefli  pledge  of  his  royal  AV^ord,  He  wrote  to  the  lords  juftices  a 
public  letter  * of  atfurance  that  his  loving  fiibje6ls  lliould  from  thenceforth 
enjoy  the  graces  promifed  to  them  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign.  Soon  after 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  parliament  adjourned  : and  the  lords  juflices,  as 
they  had  been  inftrucled,  iifued  a proclamation  of  all  his  majefty’s  grants  and 
graces,  that  they  might  be  knoAvn  to  the  people.  So  little  however  were 
they  even  noAv  difpofed  to  difcredit  the  word  of  their  fovereign,  that  the 
new  proclamation  feemed  to  have  produced  a total  oblivion  of  the  breach  of 
the  former : general  fatisfa6tion  prevailed,  in  full  confidence,  that  the  laws, 
to  Avhich  the  people  now  confidered  themfelves  entitled  by  compadt  and  pur- 
chafe,  Avould  be  paired  at  the  meeting  of  the  parliament.  During  this  recefs 
the  grand  rebellion  buoke  out,  or  rather  was  proclaimed. 

In  order  to  form  an  imbialfed  judgment  of  this  period  of  Irifii  hiftory,  we 
muft  attend  clofely  to  the  poAver  and  afccndancy,  Avhich  the  Puritan  party 
then  had  acquired  in  that  kingdom.  In  many  points  of  vicAV  it  Avas  more 
extenfive  and  poAverful  than  in  England  : for  the  fpirit  of  it  not  only  per- 
vaded every  department  of  the  ftate,  civil,  military,  and  clerical,  but  their 
efiforts  being  chiefly  directed  againll  the  Catholics,  Avere  eagerly  feconded 
by  all  the  Proteftants  of  that  kingdom ; the  deftruftion  of  Popery  being 
a common  obje6i:  of  their  mutual  zeal.  The  Puritans  dreaded  the  loyalty 
more  than  the  religion  of  the  Catholics ; but  by  perfecuting  them  on  the 
fcore  of  religion,  they  attacked  their  means  of  fupporting  the  royal  caufe, 
and  alfociated  all  other  Proteftants  Avith  them,  Avhilft  they  could  thus  mallv 
their  batteries  againft  the  throne.  As  long  therefore  as  the  independants 
could  keep  up  the  divifion  of  Ireland  into  Catholic  and  Protejlant,  fo  long 
AA^ere  the  loyal  Proteftants  deceived  in  the  alfiftance  they  gave  to  the  arras 
of  thofe  rebels.  It  is  impoflible  to  fix  the  day  on  Avhich  the  ufurped  poAver 
of  the  parliamentarians  commenced,  and  the  conftitutional  pOAver  of  the 
croAvn  ceafed.  From  the  moment  of  that  ufurpation,  refiftance  to  the  par- 
liamentary poAver,  Avas  loyalty,  not  treafon.  The  Irifli  Catholics  Avere  the 
firft  and  laft  in  arms  for  King  Charles  f.  It  Avas  their  boaft  and  glory  to 

oppofe 

* As  the  beginning  of  this  letter  thews  the  purport  of  the  whole,  it  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  XXIV. 

t I know  of  no  better  authority  than  that  of  Lord  StrafForde,  to  prove  the  extraordinary  loyalty 
and  affe6tion  of  his  majefty’s  Iritb  Catholic  fubjedts,  however  prone  others  have  been  to  traduce 
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oppofe  all  the  king’s  enemies,  notwithftancling  the  duplicity  and  feverity 
they  had  experienced  from  the  crown.  The  Puritans  wifhcd  to  raife  tho 
Catholics  in  arms,  efpecially,  whilft  they  could  command  the  co-operation 
of  the  other  Proteftants  to  fubdue  them.  And  thus  it  is  evident,  that  in 
Ireland  the  Puritan  party  for  a confiderable  time  continued  to  forward  their 
rebellious  defigns  againft  the  throne,  under  the  appearance  of  loyalty  and 
fubmiffion  to  the  royal  authority,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  his  majefty’s 
arms.  In  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  in  every  department  of  government, 
they  found  means  to  foment  and  raife  what  they  called  a Popilh  rebellion. 
The  lords  juftices,  Borlafe  and  Parfons  prevented  the  bills  of  grace  from  paf- 
fmg,  in  diredl  contravention  of  the  king’s  commands,  they  revived  the  per- 
fecution  to  the  higheft  degree  of  irritation  againft  the  Catholics,  and  publilhed 
throughout  that  kingdom  certain  petitions  prefented  to  the  parliament  of 
England,  which  were  applications  for  the  means  of  deftroying  the  religion, 

and  vilify  them.  He  tells  the  King  in  a letter  on  the  23d  of  March,  1689:  '‘This  very  evening 
“ the  fupply  was  propounded  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  four  fubfidies  alfented  with  all  poffible 
“ chearfulnefs,  together  with  a declaration  that  they  will  further  fupply  your  majefty  with  their 
“ eftates  and  fortunes  to  the  very  uttermoft,  defiring  this  declaration  may  be  printed  together  with 
" the  bill  for  fubfidies,  &c.  In  one  word,  your  majefty  may  have  with  their  free  good  will  as  much 
“ as  this  people  can  poflibly  raife.  Next,  your  majefty  mayasfafely  account  yourfelf  mafter  of  their 
“ lives  and  fortunes,  as  the  beft  of  kings  can  promife  to  ftnd  amongft  the  beft  of  fubjeds  ■,  and  that 
" if  thofe  in  England  comply  with  the  like  alacrity,  and  minifter  to  your  majefty’s  princely  defigns 
“ and  purpofes,  you  will  be  at  an  end  of  the  war  before  it  begins.  My  next  endeavour  is,  to  fettle 
“ the  levies  for  the  8000  foot,  and  for  ordering  thofe  other  great  incidents  accompanying  fogreat  a 
^ defign,  as  will  be  the  tranfportation  and  maintenance  of  fo  great  an  army,  wherein  I will  not  lofe 
“ an  hour,  or  fuffer  this  nation  to  cool  on  my  hands,  whofe  zeal  is  all  on  fire  to  lerve  your  majefty 
" on  this  occafion.”  (2  vol.  St.  Let.  896.)  In  a letter  from  thirteen  privy  councillors  to  fecretary 
Windebank  on  the  fame  day,  it  is  faid,  ” which  we  mention  for  the  glory  of  his  majefty,  that  hath 
“ fo  good  and  loyal  fubjeds.”  Strafford  on  the  next  day,  in  a letter  to  Windebank,  fays,  “ As  in 
“ their  purfes,  fo  alfo  in  their  perfons  I find  them  moft  earneft  to  venture  them  in  his  majefty’s  fer- 
“ vice,”  (399)  and  in  the  poftfeript  to  that  letter,  viz.  on  the  28lh  of  March,  he  adds,  “ In  truth, 
“ there  cannot  better  be  defired  of  them  than  they  are  willing  to  effect.”  In  this  very  letter  to 
Windebank,  he  gives  us  full  proof  of  his  contempt  of  the  Irifli,  and  a ftrong  implied  avowal,  that  he 
had  not  theretofore  confulted  their  wiflies  and  happinefs  : “ Ne.xt,  1 will  pafs  the  royal  affent  upon 
" the  bills  of  fubfidies,  and  two  or  three  bills  of  grace,  which  will  be  alfo  ready,  and  fo  adjourn  till 
" after  Whitfuntide,  difmiffing  them  with  the  beft  words  I can  poffibly  give  them,  to  make  them 
“ in  love  and  liking  with  what  they  have  done  : and  afterwards  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  always 
" minifter  to  their  fitting  contentment  and  fatisfaftion,  as  in  truth  they  palling  well  defene.”  If 
he  had  been  fincere  in  this,  his  future  condud  towards  them,  would  have  been  widely  different  from 
the  paft. 
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lives,  and  eftatcs  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  Scotch  covenanting  army 
publiflied  the  like  refolutions,  and  the  Irilh  believed  them  earneft  in  their 
declarations  that  they  would  extirpate  all  the  Catholics  from  the  province 
of  Ulftcr,  and  enforce  the  covenant  by  the  rope  and  the  fword.  Under 
thefe  menaces  and  alarm,  feme  few  of  the  northern  Catholics  aflbeiated  anti 
armed  in  felf-defence  againft  thofe  whom  they  conhdered  enemies  to  God 
and  their  king.  Some  private  views  will  always  on  fuch  occafions  be  min- 
gled with  the  common  caufe.  Lord  Clanricarde,  who  had  juft  arrived  from 
England  at  this  jundture,  faid,  however  that  “ * none  appeared  in  this  detef- 
“ table  confpiracy,  or  entered  into  adtion,  but  the  remains  of  the  ancient 
“ Irilh  rebels  in  the  north,  and  fome  of  the  planted  county  of  Leitrim.”  But 
how  did  the  king  himfelf  fpeak  of  this  rebellion  ? 

‘^fThe  commotions,”  fays  Ins  majefty,  “ in  Ireland  were  fo  hidden  and  fo  • 
“ violent,  that  it  was  hard  at  firft  either  to  difeern  the  rife,  or  apply  a remedy 
to  that  precipitant  rebellion.  Indeed  that  fea  of  blood,  which  hath  there 
“ been  cruelly  and  barbaroufly  tired,  is  enough  to  drown  any  man  in  eternal 
“ infamy  and  mifery,  whom  God  tliall  find  the  malicious  author  or  inftigator 
“ of  its  eftiifion.”  It  is  not  difficult  to  decypher,  that  the  royal  apologift 
meant  to  lay  this  rebellion  to  the  account  of  the  Puritan  party  of  that  day, 
charging  them  with  thinking,  ‘‘ they  cannot  do  well  but  in  evil  times,  nor 
“ fo  cunningly,  as  in  laying  the  odium  of  thefe  events  on  others,  wherewith 
“ themfelves  are  moft  pleafed,  and  whereof  they  have  been  not  the  leaft  oc- 
“ cafion.  And  certainly  it  is  thought  by  many  wife  men,  that  the  prepof- 
“ terous  rigor  and  unreafonable  feverity,  which  fome  men  carried  before 
''  them  in  England,  was  not  the  leaft  incentive  that  kindled  and  blew  up 
thofe  horrid  flames,  the  fparks  of  difeontent,  Avhich  wanted  not  predifpofed 
fewel  for  rebellion  in  Ireland  : where  defpair  being  added  to  their  former 
“ difeontents,  and  the  fear  of  utter  extirpation  to  their  wonted  oppreflions, 
“ it  Avas  eafy  to  provoke  to  an  open  rebellion  a people  prone  enough  to  break 
“ out  to  all  exorbitant  violence,  both  by  fome  principles  of  their  religion, 
“ and  the  natural  defires  of  liberty  ; both  to  exempt  themfelves  from  their 
prefent  reftraints,  and  to  prevent  thofe  after-rigors  Avherewith  they  faw 
themfelves  apparently  threatened  by  the  covetous  zeal  and  uncharitable 
fury  of  fome  men,  Avho  think  it  a great  argument  of  the  truth  of  their  reli- 
“ gion,  to  endure  no  other  than  their  own.” 

* Clan.  Mem.  C3. 
t p.  50.  51,  &c, 
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“ I -woiikl  to  God  no  man  ]iad  been  lefs  affefted  with  Ireland’s  fad  eflate 
“ tlian  mylclf,  I offered  to  go  myfelf  in  perfon  upon  that  expedition  *:  but 
“ Ibine  men  were  either  afraid  I Ihould  have  any  one  kingdom  quieted,  or 
“ loath  they  were  to  Ihoot  at  any  mark  lefs  than  myfelf:  or  that  any  fliould 
“ have  the  glory  of  my  deftru6tion  but  themfelves.  Had  my  many  offers 
“ been  accepted,  I am  confident  neither  the  ruin  would  have  been  fo  great, 
“ nor  the  calamity  fo  long,  nor  the  remedy  fo  defperate.” 

“ But  fome  kind  of  zeal  counts  all  merciful  moderation,  lukewarmnefs, 
“ and  had  rather  be  cruel  than  counted  cold  ; and  is  not  feldom  more  greedy 
“ to  kill  the  bear  for  his  ffin,  than  for  any  harm  he  hath  done  : the  confif- 
“ cation  of  men’s  eftates  being  more  beneficial,  than  the  charity  of  faving 
“ their  lives,  or  reforming  their  errors.”  And,  “I  believe  it  will  at  laft  ap- 
“ pear,  that  they,  who  firfi;  began  to  embroil  my  other  kingdoms,  are  in  great 
“ part  guilty,  if  not  of  the  firfi  letting  out,  yet  of  the  not  timely  flopping 
“ thofe  horrid  effuffions  of  blood  in  Ireland,”  So  fpoke  the  king  even  from 
the  partial  accounts  tranfmitted  to  him  by  his  own  favorites,  who  were 
generally  enemies  to  Ireland. 

It  is  not  to  be  diffembled,  that  in  an  affair  of  fuch  diverfified  moment,  a 
vafl  variety  of  caufes  mufl  have  co-operated  to  produce  the  effects,  which  fo 
deeply  affected  the  ftate.  "We  are  affured  by  different  authors,  that  many 
were  excited  to  rebellion  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  Scotch  covenanters,  who,  by 
their  irruption  into  England,  had  obtained  the  fum  of  200,0001.  to  induce 
them  to  return  quietly  into  their  own  country ; others,  from  the  dread  of 
the  menaces  of  the  covenanting  army  in  Ireland,  that  they  would  extirpate 
every  prieft  and  Papift  out  of  the  nation  : that  fome  of  them  embarked  in  it 
from  zeal  to  their  own,  and  others  from  abhorrence  of  the  reformed  religion 
under  all  its  different  forms  and  denominations  ; that  all  the  Puritans,  and 
moft  other  deferiptions  of  Proteflants,  feized  with  that  turbulent  and  refllefs 
fpirit,  whieh  then  agitated  England,  clofely  followed  its  examples  by  oppo- 
fmg  all  royal  authority  whatever : that  numbers  of 'the  old  iSIilefian  Irifh 
feized  upon  this  moment  of  confufion  and  weaknefs  in  the  Englifli  cabinet, 
to  revive  and  enforce  their  ancient  claims  to  the  kingdom,  which  they  flill 
confidered  as  ufurped  by  the  Englifli,  and  withholdcn  from  them  by  no  other 


* Sir  E.  Walker  fays  (Hift.  Difc,  23 1)  that  this  propofal  was  ill  taken  by  the  commons,  as  fear- 
ing the  rebels  might  fubmit  to  his  majefty,  and  fo  become  his  in  oppofition  to  their  defigns. 
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light  or  title  than  of  force : that  no  inconfiderable  portion  of  the  nation 
was  ftimulated  into  infurreclion  by  their  clergy  who  had  been  educated 
abroad  in  hopes  of  procuring-  a civil  eftablillinient  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
and  other  foreign  emilfaries  from  courts,  whofe  politics  prompted  them  to 
weaken  the  power  of  the  Britifh  empire  by  the  internal  diifentions  of  its 
fubjedls : in  a word,  that  numberlefs  individuals,  bereft  of  their  polleffiorls 
by  plantations  and  forfeitures,  perfecuted  for  the  exercife  of  their  religious 
duties,  or  prevented  from  any  ufeful  or  permanent  occupation  by  the  etfedts 
or  abide  of  the  penal  laws,  or  the  indolence  of  their  own  difpolitions,  compofed 
a formidable  body  of  malcontents,  who  fought  redrefs,  preferment  or  exif- 
tence  in  the  confufion  of  commotion  and  turbulence,  Thefe  various  motives 
probably  operated  upon  the  individuals  : but  the  main  fource  of  the  evil  lay 
in  the  exiftence  of  real  grievances,  which  formed  a plaufible  rallying  point 
to  all.  And  it  is  inconteftible,  that  fuch  at  this  time  was  the  prevalence  of 
the  Puritan  party  in  Ireland,  fuch  their  arrogance,  ferocity  and  power,  fuch 
their  avowed  hatred  to  the  Catholics,  and  fuch  their  ftill  dilfembled  but  ac- 
tive enmity  to  royalty,  that  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions  of  an  immediate 
general  malfacre  or  extermination  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Catholics  were 
generally  entertained  throughout  the  kingdom.*  There  prevailed  at  this 

time 


* This  amongft  many  other  documents  appears  by  a reraonftrance  prefented  at  that  time  by  the 
northern  nobility  and  gentry  to  the  king,  which  is  to  be  feen  in  Def.  Cur.  Hyb.  2 vol.  S(i,  and  con- 
tains the  following  paflage.  “ There  was  a petition  framed  by  the  Puritans  of  this  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, fubfcribed  by  the  hands  of  many  hundreds  of  them,  and  preferred  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
of  the  new  parliament  of  England,  for  fupprefling  our  religion  and  us  the  profeffors  thereof  refiding 
“ within  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  : which  as  wc  are  credibly  informed,  was  condefcended  unto  by 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  there,  and  undertaken  to  be  accomplifhed  to  their  full  defires,  and 
that  without  the  privity  or  allowance  of  your  majefty.”  And  Dr.  Anderfon  in  his  Royal  Genealo- 
gies, p.  786,  fays,  “ That  the  native  Irilli  being  well  informed  as  they  thought  (in  l64l)  that 
they  now  mull  either  turn  Proteftant  or  depart  the  kingdom,  or  be  hanged  at  their  own  door  : they 
betook  to  arms  in  their  own  defence,  efpecially  in  Ulller,  where  the  fix  counties  had  been  for- 
feited. About  this  fame  time  a very  ftrong  and  difpaflionate  remonftrance  from  Cavan,  faid  to 
have  been  drawn  up  by  bilhop  Bedel,  Avas  prefented  to  the  lords  jufticcs  : and  Burnet  in  his  life  of 
Bilhop  Bedel  owns,  that  this  remonftrance  gir^es  the  bell  colors  to  their  proceedings  of  any  of  their 
papers  he  had  ever  feen  : (Vid.  App.  No.  XXII.)  '' The  northern  plantations,  fays  Leland  (3  Vol. 
89)  could  not  but  be  oftenfive  to  the  old  Irilh  : and  thofe  among  them  that  fubmitted  and  ac- 
cepted their  portions  of  land,  complained  that  in  many  inftances  they  had  been  fcandaloully  de- 
frauded. The  revival  of  obfolete  claims  to  the  croAvn,  harafling  of  proprietors  by  fidlions  of  law, 
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time  a Gonvi6lion  that  the  armed  force  in  Ireland*  was,  generally,  hoftile  to 
the  king,  and  that  the  Englifli  parliament  had  either  by  conceffion  or  ufurpa- 
tion,  acquired  the  government  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. f All  the  re- 
monftrances  of  the  Catholics  expreffed  their  loyalty  to  his  majefty,  and 
tenders  of  fcrvice  againft  his  enemies;  for  fuch  from  that  time  they  con- 
fidered  the  covenanters,  and  all  thofe  who  fupported  or  adhered  to  them : 
and  their  complaints  generally  ran  againft  the  harflinefs,  arrogance,  and 
injuftice  of  their  immediate  governors. 

On  the  23d  of  06tober,  1641,  the  lords  juftices  iftued  a proclamation, 
by  which  they  declared,  “ that  a difeovery  had  been  made  of  a moft 
“ 'difloyal  and  deteftable  confpiracy,  intended  by  fome  evil  aftiefted  Iridi 
“ Papifts,  univerfally  throughout  the  kingdom.”  Whether  this  mifrepre- 
fentation  of  the  univerfality  of  the  confpiracy  arofe  from  malice  or  defign, 
certain  it  is,  that  the  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  Pale  immediately  repre- 
fented  in  a petition  to  the  lords  juftices  and  council,  that  they  and  other 
innocent  perfons  might  feem  to  be  involved  as  Catholics  in  the  general 
terms  of  the  proclamation ; whereupon  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month, 
they  fent  forth  an  explanatory  proclamation,  declaring,  that  by  the  words 
Irijh  Papijls  they  intended  only  fuch  of  the  old  Mere  Irifli  in  the  pro- 
vince  of  Ulfter  as  had  plotted,  contrived,  and  been  adlors.in  that  treafon, 

dirpofieffing  them  by  fraud  and  circumvention,  and  all  the  various  artifices  of  interefled  agents 
and  minifters,  were  naturally  irritating.  And  the  public  difeontents  muft  have  been  further 
enflamed,  by  the  infinceitty  of  Charles  in  evading  the  confirmation  of  his  graces  j the  infolence 
“ of  Strafford  in  openly  refufing  it,  together  with  the  nature  and  manner  of  his  proceedings  with 
“ the  proprietors  of  Connaught.” 

* I fpeak  not  of  that  armed  force  of  8000  men,  w'hich  had  been  raifed  by  Lord  Strafford  to  be 
led  into  Scotland,  and  which  was  difbanded  in  June  1641,  without  any  inconvenience  or  diforder 
in  the  nation  at  that  time.  Carte  Orm.  i »o/.  p.l34.  The  1000  Proteftants  of  this  body  were 
fent  back  to  their  old  corps,  from  whence  they  had  been  drafted.  Of  the  loyalty  and  zeal  of  this 
corps,  Strafford  has  left  us  the  following  eulogies.  State  Letters,  2 tol.  “ It  is  hardly  to  be  be- 
lieved  wbat  forwardnefs  there  is  in  thefe  people  to  ferve  in  this  expedition  (againft  the  Scots) ^ 
Certainly  they  will  fell  themfelves  to  the  laft  farthing  before  'they  deny  any  thing  which  can  be 
“ afked  of  tliem  in  order  to  that.”  And  in  another  letter' he  tells  the  king,  “ they  are  all  on  fire 
to  ferve  his  majefty.” 

■\  With  reference  to  this  idea.  Dr.  Warner  faid  {Hlfi.  of  Reb.  p.5.)  : “ So  that  he  might  fur- 
" tlrer  teftify  his  refolutions  to  make  his  Irilli  fubjefts  eafy  under  his  government,  in  the  beginning 
“ of  May  he  appointed  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  and  not  the  Engljh  parliament,  as  Ludlow  fays, 
lord  lieutenant  of  that  kingdom.” 
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“ and  others  that  adhered  to  them ; and  none  of  the  old  Englilh  of  the 
Pale  or  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.”*  Here  I wilh  to  draw  an  im- 
pervious veil  over  every  fcene  of  blood  and  horror  Avhich  defiled  the  a6tors, 
as  well  as  over  the  imaginary  fictions  and  exaggerations  which  have  dif- 
graced  moft  of  our  hiftorical  relations  of  thefe  tranfaftions.  f'  Suffice  it  to 
fay,  that  there  appears  to  have  been  no  preconcerted  fyftem  or  preparation 


* It  is  devoutly  to  be  wlflied,  that  one  injunftion  of  this  latter  proclamation  had  been  attended 
to  ■,  for  by  it  the  lords  juftices  enjoined  all  his  majefty’s  fubjeds,  whether  Proteftants  or  Papifls,  to 
forbear  upbraiding  matter  of  religion  on  this  occafion. 

t There  are  no  bounds  to  the  exaggerations  of  our  hiftorians,  as  to  the  number  of  Proteftants 
faid  to  have  been  raafl'acred  by  the  Irifti  in  this  rebellion.  Sir  John  Temple  fays,  that  150,000 
Proteftants  were  maflacred  in  cold  blood,  in  the  two  firft  months  of  the  rebellion.  Sir  William 
Petty  coolly  calculates  30,000  Britifli  were  killed,  out  of  war,  in  the  firft  year  of  this  infurredlion. 
And  Lord  Clarendon  laments,  that  in  the  firft  two  or  three  days  of  it,  40  or  50,000  of  them  were 
deftroyed.  Dr.  Warner,  though  very  adverfe  to  the  Irilh,  confefles,  that  he  could  only  colledl  from 
pofitive  evidence  and  report  for  the  firft  two  years,  that  4028  were  killed,  and  that  8000  died  of  ill 
ufage  ; which  he  fays  was  corroborated  by  a letter  in  the  council  book,  at  Dublin,  written  on  the 
5th  of  May,  1652,  from  the  parliamentary  commiflioners  in  Ireland  to  the  Englilh  parliament : 
which,  in  order  to  excite  the  parliament  to  greater  fevei'ity  or  at  lead:  let's  lenity  towards  the  Irilh, 
tells  them,  that  it  then  appeared,  tirat  befides  848  families,  there  were  killed,  hanged,  and  burnt, 
6062.  In  juftice,  however,  to  Lord  Clarendon,  it  muft  be  mentioned,  that  he  admits  one  fadt 
that  contradidls  moft  of  our  authors,  and  is  contrary  to  the  generally  received  notion,  that  this 
rebellion  firft  broke  oufby  a general  majpicre  of  all  the  Proteftants  that  could  be  found,  in  cold 
blood.  “ About  the  beginning  of  November  (fays  he),  l641,  the  Englifli  and  Scotch  forces’ in 
” Carrickfergus,  murthered,  in  one  night,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  Gee  (commonly  called 
''  Mac  Gee),  to  the  number  of  above  3000  men,  women,  and  children,  all  Innocent  perfons,  in 
a time  when  none  of  the  Catholicks  of  that  country  were  in  arms  or  rebellion.  Note  that  tliis 
“ was  the  firft  malfacre  committed  in  Ireland,  of  either  fide.”  Clar.  Hijl.  Rev.  of  the  of 

Ireland,  p.  329.  This  pathetic  lamentation  of  Clarendon,  which  he  muft  have  known  to  be  falfe, 
is  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  his  zeal  for  the  good  caufe,  and  to  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
pious  ejaculations  of  a fore  frightened  and  irritated  mind,  which  he  completely  falfifics  when  he 
returns  to  the  duty  of  an  hiftorian.  For  how  could  40,000  or  50,000  Proteftants  have  been  maf- 
facred  witliin  the  two  or  three  firft  days  of  the  rebellion,  which  began  on  the  23d  of  Odober,  when 
he  tells  us,  that  the  3000  Irifh  Papifts  maflacred  by  the  Proteftants  in  the  enfuing. month,  was  the 
firft  mafTacre  of  either  fide.  His  lordfliip  alfo  gives  this'teftimony  of  the  Irifti  fuffering  without 
retaliation  in  Munfter  : “ In  Decy’s  county,  the  neighbouring  Englifli  garrifons  of  the  county  of 
Cork,  after  burning  and  pillaging  all  that  county,  they  murthered  above  300  perfons,  men,  wo- 
men  and  children,  before  any  rebellion  began  in  Munfter,  and  led  1 00  labourers  prifoners  to 
“ Caperqnine,  where  being  tried,  by  couples  were  caft  into  the  river,  and  made  fport  to  fre  them 
" drowned.  Obferve  that  this  county  is  not  charged  with  any  murther  to  be  committed  on  Pro- 
•“  teftants,”  Ibid,  ji.  396. 
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for  a rifing  on  the  part  of  the  Irifli,  when  their  inoft  virulent  libeller  Sir 
John  Temple  admits,  that  “ thefe  rebels  at  their  firft  rifings  out  had  not 
“ many  better  weapons  than  Raves,  fcythes,  and  pitchforks.”  Borlafe, 
who  Rill  improved  upon  Temple’s  rancour  to  the  Irifli,  fays,  “ the  firR  in- 
“ fiirgents  in  UlRer,  though  without  arms  and  ammunition,  got  poffeflion 
“ of  moR  parts  of  the  kingdom.”  The  Earl  of  Ormond,  according  to 
Carte,  acknowledged,  that  “ Rich  of  the  infurgents  as  appeared  to  him 
“ fcemed  rather  to  be  a tumultuous  rabble,  than  any  thing  like  a dif- 
“ ciplined  army;  and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  there  Avere  as  many  aims, 
“ witliin  a few,  in  the  hands  of  6oo  of  the  king’s  forces,  as  there  Avere 
“ amongR  all  the  rebels  then  in  the  kingdom.”  But  Avhat  Lord  Clan- 
rickard,  to  whom  neither  party  refufes  credit,  fays,  is  the  moR  important 
to  be  known;  “ That  the  Scots  in  UlRer  Avere  40,000  Avell  armed  men, 
“ Avhen  the  rebellion  commenced ; at  the  fame  time  that  the  rebels  were  at 
“ leaR  by  half  lefs  numerous,  and  furnilhed  Avith  fcAv  better  Aveapons  than 
“ Raves,  fcythes,  and  pitchforks.”  In  the  very  outfet  of  the  rifing  in 
UlRer,  the  chiefs  of  the  infurgents,  through  fear  of  this  formidable  armed 
force  of  the  Scots  in  UlRer,  publifiied  a proclamation,  “ forbidding  their 
“ followers,  on  pain  of  death,  to  moleR  any  of  the  Scottifh  nation  in  body 
“ or  goods.”  And  Temple  admits  that  this  Avas  fot  a time  obeyed.  The 
lords  juRices  Parfons  and  Borlafe,  Avho  gave  deeply  into  the  Puritan  party, 
not  only  declined  all  offers,  and  checked  every  exertion  of  the  loyal  Catho- 
lics to  put  doAvn  the  northern  infurredtion,  but  forced  their  ingenuity  and 
pOAver  to  the  utmoR,  in  order  to  drive  the  reR  of  the  kingdom  into  a fimilar 
infurredlion,  for  the  bafe  and  profligate  purpofe  of  profiting  of  the  for- 
feitures of  thofe  who  Riould  give  into  it  in  Avhich  nefarious  projedl  they 
too  effedtually  fucceeded.  The  condudl  of  thefe  infamous  juRices,  Avhich 
goaded  the  loyal  Irifii  into  infurredtion,  is  thus  fummarily  detailed  by  Dr. 

* " Whatever  (fays  Leland)  were  the  profeflions  of  the  chief  governors,  the  only  danger  they 
“ really  apprehended,  was  that  of  a too  fpeedy  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion.  Extenfive  forfeitures 
“ was  their  favorite  objeft,  and  that  of  tlieir  friends.”  3 Leland,  p.  l6o.  They  with  fome  of  their 
partizans  in  the  council,  fays  Carte  (i  vol.  p.l94),  privately  wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  then 
lord  lieutenant,  defiring  his  fecrecy,  for  they  could  not  fpeak  openly  at  the  council  board ; that 
he  would  not  accept  of  any  overtures  for  checking  the  Northein  rebellion,  becaufe  the  charge  of 
fupplies  frorn  England  would  be  abundantly  compenfated  out  of  the  eftates  of  the  a£tors  in  the 
rebellion. 


Warner, 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


139 


Warner,  who  had  evidently  no  propenfity  to  favor  the  Irilli : * “ The  ar- 

“ bitrary  power  exercifed  by  thefe  lords  juftices ; their  illegal  exertion  of  it  by 
“ bringing  people  to  the  rack  to  draw  confelfions  from  them;  their  fending 
“ out  fo  many  parties  from  Dublin  and  other  garrifons  to  kill  and  deftroy 
“ the  rebels,  in  which  care  was  feldom  taken  to  diftinguifli,  and  men, 
“ women,  and  children  were  promifcuoully  (lain ; but  above  all,  the  mar- 
“ tial  law  executed  by  Sir  Charles  Coote,  and  the  burning  of  the  Pale  for 
“ feventeen  miles  in  length,  and  twenty-five  in  breadth,  by  the  Earl  of 
Ormond ; thefe  meafures  not  only  exafperated  the  rebels,  and  induced 
“ them  to  commit  the  like  or  greater  cruelties,  but  they  terrified  the 
“ nobility  and  gentry  from  all  thoughts  of  fubmiffion,  and  convinced 
“ them,  that  there  was  no  room  to  hope  for  pardon,  nor  any  means  of 
“ fafety  left  them  but  in  the  fword.”  And  Leland  obferves,  f “ that  tho 
“ favorite  obje6t  both  of  the  Irifli  government  and  Englifli  parliament, 
“ was  the  utter  extermination  of  all  the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  Ireland. 
“ Their  eftates  were  already  marked  out  and  allotted  to  the  conquerors,. 
“ fo  that  they  and  their  pofterity  were  configned  to  inevitable  ruin.”  Thus 
was  the  nation  compelled  to  arm  in  felf-defence.  The  fyftem  of  tyranny 
and  opprelfion,  under  which  they  groaned  they  attributed  to  the  parliament ; 
and  in  refilling  it,  they  then  and  ever  fince  have  confidered  themfelves 
ailing  as  royalifts.|;  It  has  been  faid,  that  a commilTion  under  the  great 

feal 

* Hiftory  of  Rebellion,  p.  183. 
f 3 Leland,  p.  166. 

Carte,  the  panegyrifl:  of  Ormond,  tells  us,  that  after  Parfons’s  difgrace  he  owned  to  Clanriekarde, 
that  during  Borlafe’s  and  his  adminiftration,  “ the  parliament’s  pamphlets  were  received  as  oracles, 
its  commands  obeyed  as  laws,  and  extirpation  preached  for  Gofpel.”  How  infamous  then  was 
it  not  in  Ormond,  to  lend  himfelf  as  the  bafe  tool  to  their  enormities.  The  prevention  of  the  king’s 
will  that  the  a6ts  of  grace  Ihould  be  paffed  in  parliament,  the  breach  of  faith  with  the  lords  of  the 
Pale,  the  fuppreffion  of  the  royal  proclamations  and  pardons,  unmerited  and  unrefifted  maffacres, 
burnings,  and  pillages,  were  the  further  means,  by  which  thefe  juftices  forced  the  loyal  Irifti  to 
refill  the  ufurped  tyranny  of  the  parliamentarians. 

X Sir  William  St.  Leger,  the  prefident  of  Munfter,  committed  the  moft  unprovoked  murders 
and  barbarities  throughout  that  province,  and  when  the  principal  nobility  and  gentry  remonftrated 
with  him  upon  the  danger  of  their  riling,  he  tauntingly  infulted  them  all  “ as  rebels,  would  not 
trull  one  of  them,  and  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  hang  the  bell  of  them.”  In  this  he  was 
encouraged  by  Ormond,  to  whom  he  wrote  on  the  8th  of  November,  l641,  “■  that  they  were 
“ then  only  a company  of  ragged,  naked  rogues,  that  with  a few  troops  of  horfe  would  be  prefently 
routed.”  And  on  the  1 1th,  Never  was  fuch  a war  heard  of,  no  man  makes  head.”  CarteOrm. 
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feal  to  Phelim  O’Nial  to  rife  in  arms  againft  the  ufurped  armed  force  of 
the  Proteftants  in  Ireland  had  been  forged.  The  king’s  enemies  affedled 
to  believe  it  a true  commiffion;  their  aim  being  to  implicate  his  majefty 
in  the  biifinefs,  by  confidering  this  commiffion  as  an  open  declaration  of 
war  by  Charles  and  his  Irilh  Catholic  fubje<5l:s  againft  his  parliament  and 
Proteftant  fubjedls.  But  the  forgery  of  it  by  O’Nial  (as  he  confefled  it  at  the 
place  of  his  execution)  fpeaks  highly  in  favor  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Catho- 
lics, who  could  on  no  other  grounds  be  induced  to  take  up  arms,  but 
in  fupport  and  defence  of  the  king,  and  his  crown  and  dignity.  The  king’s 
condu6t  at  this  time,  in  relation  to  his  Irifh  fubjedls,  could  have  no  other 
appearance  in  their  eyes,  than  of  compulfion : for  they  never  could  believe 
that  the  King  of  Ireland  ffiould  adopt  the  unconftitutionaJ  and  unjuft  meafure 
of  committing  to  his  Englifli  parliament  the  care  and  whole  government  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  they  then  having  an  independent  parliament  of  their 
own.  Yet  that  this  was  attempted,  appears  from  the  order  of  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  to  the  lords  juftices,  in  which  no  aflent,  or  even  de- 
rivative idea  of  the  king’s  authority  is  referred  to.*  The  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Pale,  whofe  houfes  had  been  burned,  whofe  lands  liad  been- 
deftroyed,  Avhofe  tenants  had  been  murdered  by  the  Earl  of  Ormond  under 
thefe  parliamentary  juftices,  without  crime,  provocation,  or  refiftance,  re- 
newed their  application  to  government  to  accept  of  their  beft  endeavours 
to  check  and  put  a ftop  to  the  infurreftion,  now  daily  encreafmg  through- 
out the  kingdom:  but  their  overtures  vTie  indignantly  reje6led.  The 
Earl  of  Caftlehaven  was  imprifoned ; and  Sir  John  Read  was  put  on  the 

The  particular  views  for  goading  this  province  into  rebellion,  are  fully  laid  open  in  Lord  Corke’s 
letter  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  England,  which  he  fent  together  with  i lOO  in- 
didtments,  againft  perfons  of  property  in  that  prcrvince,  to  have  them  fettled  by  crown  lawyers,  and 
returned  to  him : and  fo  fays  he,  “ if  the  houfe  pleafe  to  to  have  them  all  proceeded  againft 

" to  outlawry,  whereby  his  majefty  may  be  entitled  to  their  lands  and  potfeffions,.  which  I dare 
" boldly  affirm,  was,  at  the  beginning  of  this  infurredtion,  not  of  fo  little  yearly  value  as  200,000/.” 
This  Earl  of  Corke  was  notorious  during  the  two  preceding  reigns,,  for  his  rapacity ; but  this  laft 
effort  he  called  the  work  of  works.  In  Dublin,  many  were  put  to  the  rack,  in  order  to  extort 
confeffions:  and  in.  the  thort  fpace  of  two  days,  upwards  of  4000  indidments  were  found  againft 
landholders,  and  other  men  of  property,  in  Leinfter.  And  numerous  are  the  letters  of  Lord  Claii- 
ricard  to  Ormond,  and  others,  complaining  of  funilar  attempts  to  raife  Connaught  into  rebellion,, 
even  by  Ormond’s  own  troops. 

* Vide  Appendix,  No.  XXV. 
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rack,  for  officious  interference.*  Thus  at  laft  M^as  the  whole  body  of  the 
Iriffi  Catholic  nobility  and  gentry  compelled,  for  felf-prefervation,  to  unite 
in  a regular  fyllem  of  defence;  which  to  this  day  is  moft  unwarrantably 
and  unjuftly  ftiled,  an  odious  and  ^unnatural  rebellion.  Nothing  can  fo 
emphatically  demonftrate  the  grounds  and  principles,  upon  which  they 
alTociated  on  this  occafion,  as  the  oath  of  confederacy,  by  which  they 
bound  themfelves  to  each  other:  it  is  expreffive  of  unqualified  allegiance 
to  the  king,  and  contains  an  undertaking  with  life,  power,  and  eftate,  to 
fupport  and  defend  the  royal  perfon,  honors,  eftatesf  dignities,  and  pre- 
rogatives, againft  all  impugners  thereof,  &c.  ;'f'  which  certainly  favours  more 
of  royalifm  than  rebellion.  J It  muft  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that  if  Eng- 
land had  been  as  early,  fincere,  and  zealous  in  refilling  the  ufurpation  of 
thefe  parliamentarian  regicides  as  the  Irilli  Catholics,  the  catallrophe  of 
Charles,  with  all  its  confequences,  would  have  been  avoided. 

The  king,  conlidering  the  circumllances  of  this  general  confederacy  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  figned  a commiffion  on  the  14th  of  January,  1642, 
dire6ted  to  the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  the  Earls  of  Clanrickard  and  Rofcom- 
mon,  Vifcount  Moore,  Sir  Thomas  Lucas,  Sir  Maurice  Euftace,  and  Tho- 
mas Bourke,  Efq.  to  meet  the  principal  confederates  (who  had  petitioned 

* Lord  Caftlehaven  efcaped  out  of  prifon,  or  probably  would  have  undergone  the  fame  fate  as 
Sir  John  Read. 

f Vide  the  form  of  oath.  Appendix,  No.  XXVI.  , 

t Beyond  the  public  notoriety  of  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics,  if  any  one  teek  further  proofs> 
at  leaft  of  their  cohvidtion  that  they  were  ading  loyally,  let  him  read  Clanrickard’s  letter  to  the  king, 
in  which  he  vouches  for  the  general  convidion  and  loyal  difpofition  of  his  countrymen.  The  letter 
being  very  illuftrative  of  the  fpirit  and  circumflances  of  thefe  times,,  is  given  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  XXVII.  Lord  Cafllehaven  alfo,  amongft  other  reafons  for  joining  the  confederates,  allcdged 
the  following.  “ I began  to  conlider  the  condition  of  the  kingdom,  as  that  the  Rate  did  chiefly 
“ confift  of  men  of  mean  birth  and  quality,  that  mofl  of  them  fleered  by  the  influence  and  power 
“ ot  thofe  who  were  in  arms  againft  the  king,  that  they  had  by  cruel  maflacring,  hanging,  and 
" torturing,  been  the  flaughter  of  thoufands  of  innocent  men,  women,  and  children,  better  fub- 
“ jeds  than  themfelves  j that  they  by  all  their  adions  fliewed  that  they  looked  at  nothing  but  the 
extirpation  of 'the  nation,  the  deftrudion  of  monarchy,  and,  by  the  utter  fuppreflion  of  the  anr- 
cient  Catholic  religion,  to  fettle  and  eftablilh  Puritanifm.  Tu  thefe  I could  be  no  traytor.  Def. 
Cur.  H.  2 vol.  p.  132.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  anfwer  of  the  confederated  Catholics,  to  con>- 
miflSoners  fent  from  the  juftices,  who  in  their  commitfion  had  ufed  the  term  odious  rebellion  ^ 
amongft  other  things,  they  fay : “ We  take  God  to  witnefs,  there  are  no  limits  fet  to  the  fcora  and 
infamy  that  are  caft  upon  us j and  we  will  be  in  the  efteem  of  loyal  fubjeds  or  die  to  a man.” 
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his  majefty  to  liften  to  their  grievances)  to  receive,  in  writing,  what  they 
had  to  lay  or  propound.  The  Marquis  of  Ormond  was  a man  of  perfonal 
intrepidity,  fome  military  knowledge,  and  very  extenfive  ambition;  im- 
perious, haughty,  vindi6tive,  and  impatient  of  control:  he  was  fo  implacable 
to  the  Catholics,  that  in  his  hatred  to  them,  he  not  only  contravened  the 
commands  and  wilhes  of  his  royal  mafter,  but  bafely  defcended  to  execute 
the  fanguinary  orders  of  his  determined  enemies.*  So  in  lieu  of  complying 
with  the  pacific  orders  of  this  commiflion,  he  prefered  the  injun6lion  of 
a committeef  from  the  Englifii  parliament,  to  march  with  an  army  of  5500 
foot  and  500  horfe,  towards  Rofs.  In  this  e?:pedition,  near  1000  of  his 
countrymen  loft  their  lives.  He  was  the  only  one  of  the  commiftioners 
Avho  did  not  attend  the  confederates  at  Trim ; where  they  delivered  to  the 
reft  of  the  king’s  commiftioners,  a very  full  remonftrance  of  all  their 
grievances,  which  was  accepted,  and  by  them  tranfmitted  over  to  his 
majefty.J 

In  confequence  of  this  remonftrance,  which  it  appears  ftrongly  alfe6led 
the  king,  his  majefty  informed  the  lords  juftices,  that  he  had  authorifed 
the  Marquis  of  Ormond  to  treat  with  his  Irilh  fubje6ts,  who  had  taken  aims, 
for  a ceftation  of  hoftilities'for  one  year:  “ which  as  it  was  a fervice  of  very 
‘‘  great  concernment  to  his  majefty,  and  his  prefent  aftairs  in  both  kingdoms, 
“ fo  he  willed  and  commanded,  that  they  would  therein  give  the  moft 
“ clfe6lual  aftiftance  and  furtherance  to  advance  the  fame  by  their  induftry 
“ and  endeavours  as  there  ftiould  be  occafion.”  Sir  William  Parfons  was 
fuperfeded,  indifted  for  high  crimes,  mifdemeanors  and  treafonable  prac- 

* It  was  well  known  to  Ormond,  that  this  committee  was  lent  from  the  Englilh  parliament 
againft  the  king’s  exprefs  commands.  On  his  way,  Ormond  took  the  caftle  of  Timolin,  which, 
after  an  obftinate  refiftance,  furrendered  ; and  although  he  had  promifed  quarter  to  the  garrifon  for 
their  gallant  defence,  yet  he  fuffered  them  all  to  a man  to  be  butchered  in  cold  blood,  after  they 
had  furrendered  their  arms.  And  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  other  commidioners  received  the 
remonlirance  from  the  Catholics  at  Trim  (viz.  the  17th  of  March,  1642),  he  attacked  and  routed 
the  forces  of  General  Prefton,  and  killed  500  of  them.  Blood  and  devaftation  marked  his  progrefs 
to  and  from  Rofs. 

f ” This  committee  confifted  of  Reynolds  and  Goodwyn  fent  over  by  the  Englifii  Houfe  of  Com- 
“ mons,  were  fettled  at  Dublin,  and  they  took  upon  them  the  direftion  of  all  public  affairs  : they 
“ were  allowed  by  the  lords  juftices,  without  any  leave  from  the  king,  to  fit  in  privy  council;  and 
“ their  opinion  governed  the  whole  board.”  Warn.  p.  23 1 . 

i For  tills  curious  and  authentic  document,  vide  Appendix,  No.  XXVIII. 
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tices,  and  particularly  for  having  been  the  principal  oppofer  of  the  ceifation. 
A new  commiflion  was  ilfued  to  Sir  John  Borlafe  and  Sir  Henry  Tichborne, 
to  be  lords  juftices.  The  latter  was  exprefsly  appointed,  as  being  confidered 
to  favour  the  ceifation.  Ormond,  as  I have  before  obferved,  uniformly 
gave  into  every  meafure  that  could  fruftrate  the  defigns,  or  weaken  the 
power  of  the  Catholic  party.  He  was  appointed  after  many  delays,  and  a 
fecond  command  from  the  king  (the  firll  having  been  difobeyed)  by  the 
lords  juftices  to  meet  the  commiftioners  of  the  Catholic  confederates,  at 
Caftle  Martin,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1642.  Here  he  gave  unequivocal  proofs 
of  his  fanguinary  difpolition  towards  his  Catholic  countrymen,  and  of  the 
little  deference  he  paid  to  the  commands  and  moft  earneft  wilhes  of  his  royal 
mafter,  when  they  crofted  the  views  either  of  his  ambition  or  revenge. 
The  day  before  he  fet  out  upon  this  reludant  and  painful  commiftion  for 
negociating  the  ceifation  of  arms,  which  the  king  had  twice  peremptorily 
commanded,  he  fummoned  before  the  council  board  fome  of  the  moft  fub- 
ftantial  citizens  of  Dublin  of  the  Proteftant  party,  and  delivered  to  them  a 
written  propofal,  that  if  10,000/.  might  be  raifed,  the  one  half  in  money, 
the  other  in  vi6luals,  and  to  be  brought  in  within  a fortnight,  he  would  in 
that  cafe  proceed  with  the  war,  endeavour  to  take  Wexford,  and  break  olf 
the  treaty  for  the  ceifation.  This  dilloyal  oppofition  made  to  the  king’s 
wilhes  and  commands  by  Ormond,  is  placed  in  a more  ftriking  view  by  the 
narrative  of  Sir  Henry  Tichborne,*  one  of  the  new  juftices,  then  prefent  at 
the  council,  than  by  the  words  or  reprefentations  of  any  other  cotemporary 
or  modern  writer.  In  his  hiftory  of  the  fiege  of  Drogheda,  he  tells  us, 
that  “ the  ceifation  intended  was  fo  difagreeable  to  the  Iriflr  privy  council, 
“ that  moft  of  them  delired  to  run  any  fortune  and  extremity  of  familhing 
“ rather  than  yield  unto  it.  And  I moved  the  board  (there  being  twenty- 

* There  muft  have  been  fomething  extraordinary  in  the  charadter  of  this  gentleman.  Dr.  Leland 
fays  (3  vol.  p.  ii02),  that  he  was  a man  of  unexceptionable  charafter,  and  zealoully  devoted  to  the 
king’s  fervice.  He  continued,  however,  to  ferve  under  Cromwell : and  yet  in  l666  the  commons 
voted  an  addrefs  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  in  which  they  prayed,  that  in  confideration  of  Sir  Henry 
Tichborne’s  many  and  great  fervices  during  the  rebellion  of  l64l,  fome  extraordinary  mark  of 
favor  Ihould  be  placed  upon  him,  fo  as  to  deliver  over  to  pofterity  the  gracious  fenfe  which  his 
majefty  had  of  his  fufferings  and  fervices,  and  the  grateful  memory  which  the  houfe  retained 
thereof,  2 Com.  Jour.  We  fliall  have  occafion  hereafter  to  remark  this  myfterious  favor  to  the 
Cromwellians.  Sir  Henry  appears  to  have  written  with  the  blunt  franknefs  of  a foldier^  not  even 
palliating  his  own  mifconduft. 
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“ twenty-one  counfellors  prefent),  that  every  one  for  himfelf,  out  of  his 
“ peeuliar  means  and  credit,  fliould  procure  300/.  which  amongft  them  all 
“ would  raife  6300/.;  for  even  with  that,  he  (Ormond)  offered  to  undertake 
“ the  work,  and  that  there  fhould  be  no  further  mention  of  a ceffation 
“ amongft  them.  But  this  motion  of  mine  finding  no  place,  the  ceffation 
“ began  to  be  treated  on,  and  was  in  fmcerity  of  heart  as  much  hindered 
•“  and  delayed  by  me  as  was  in  my  power.”  I have  judged  it  neceffary  to 
fay  thus  much  of  Ormond’s  conduct  towards  his  king  and  country,  in  order 
that  the  principal  part  which  he  performed  in  the  tragic  fcenes  of  Irilh 
troubles  may  appear  in  the  true  light.  Ormond  ufed  every  engine  to  pre- 
vent the  ceffation  from  taking  place  : he  received  the  commiffioners  of  the 
confederates  with  the  moft  imperious  contempt,  indignantly  calling  for  the 
authority  by  which  they  appeared ; upon  which  they  gave  him  a copy  of 
the  authority  they  had  received  from  the  fupreme  council  of  the  confederate 
Catholics  at  Kilkenny.*  He  then  took  occalion  to  conteft  their  title,  and 
queftion  the  fads  prefumed  or  referred  to  in  their  authority ; and  peremp- 
torily rejeded  the  condition  infifted  upon  by  the  confederates,  of  the  diffo- 
lution  of  the  prefent,  and  the  calling  of  a new  parliament;  although  the 
king  had,  in  a letter  of  the  2d  of  July,  l643,  to  the  lords  juftices  and  the 
Marquis  of  Ormond,  authorifing  them  to  conclude  this  ceffation  with  the 
confederates,  exprefsly  commanded  them  to  affure  the  Irifli  in  his  name, 
that  he  was  gracioufly  inclined  to  diffolve  the  prefent  parliament,  and  call  a 
new  one  between  that  and  the  lOth  of  November  following.  But  it  feems 

* This  authority  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XXIX.'  It  is  an  additional  proof,  that  the 
confederates  openly  profetfed  themfelves,  in  defiance  of  all  obloquy  and  calumny,  as  faithful  to  the 
king;  which  appears  again  more  pointedly  in  the  anfwer  they  fent  to  the  lords  juftices  and  council, 
who  in  the  tranfadtion  of  treating  for  the  exchange  of  a prifoner,  had  ufed  the  words  rebels,  highly 
'refenting  this  infult  upon  their  loyalty. 

WE  do  not  know  to  whom  this  certificate  is  direde'd;  for  we  avow  ourfelves  in 
“ all  our  aftions  to  be  his  majefty’s  loyal  fubjeds.  Neither  fliall  it  be  fafe  hereafter,  for  any 
“ meflenger  to  bring  any  paper  to  us,  containing  other  language  than  fuch  as  fuits  with  our  duty, 
“ and  the  aftedions  we  bear  to  his  majefty’s  fervice.  Wherein  fome  may  pretend,  but  none  lhall 
“ have  more  real  defire.s,  to  further  his  majefty’s  interefts,  than  his  majefty’s  loyal  and  obedient 

fubjeds. 

Signed,  Mountgarkett, 

' “Muskerry,”  &c. 
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that  Ormond  was  as  determined  in  his  difobedience  to  all  his  majefty’s 
commands  that  tended'  to  relieve  his  Catholic  fubjeds  of  Ireland,  as  the 
ftauncheft  parliamentarian  of  that  day.*  By  thefe  contrivances,  the  ced’atioil 
was  fufpended;  and  it  was  not  until  the  fifth  letterf  from  his  majefty  to 
Ormond  (viz.  on  the  7th  of  September,  1 643),  that  his  mofi;  prefling  com- 
mands upon  this  fubje6t  were  ultimately  fubmitted  to. 

Notwithfianding  Ormond’s  deteftation  of  the  Catholics,  he  was  no  left 
than  his  royal  mafier  inoft  ftrongly  convinced  of  their  immoveable  loyalty 
and  zealous  attachment  to  the  crown : he  exceeded  therefore  his  commiffion 
in  treating  with  their  cominiffioners,  for  a pecuniary  fupply  for  that  very  army 
with  which  he  had  recently  committed  fuch  cruelties  and  outrages  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Pale.  He  procured  from  them  a voluntary  payment 
of  30,000/.  and  a reinforcement  of  fome  thoufands  of  their  beft  men  for  his 
majefty’s  army  in  Scotland,  who  afterwards  proved  an  honor  to  their  nation, 
and  rendered  elfential  fervice  to  the  royal  caufe.  Both  Leland  and  Warner, 
the  avowed  encomiafts  of  Ormond,  prove,  to  demonftration,  the  perfonal  op- 
pofition  he  confiantly  made  to  the  celfation,  in  defpite  of  the  will  and  com- 
mands of  the  king;  for  pending  the  treaty,  which  it  evidently  was  his  duty 
to  conclude  not  by  the  fword,  but  by  negociating,  he  is  reprefented  as 
attributing  the  confidence  of  the  commiflioners  in  treating,  to  the  profperous 
fituation  of  their  army,  and  is  made  to  conclude,  that  “ any  advantage 
“ gained  by  the  king’s  forces  mull  abate  their  pride:  he  therefore  deter- 
“ mined  to  fufpend  his  negociation,  and,  if  poffible  to  force  Prefton  to  an 
“ engagement.  This  general  cautioufly  retired  before  him.  Ormond  was 
“ not  fufficiently  provided  to  purfuehim:  the  dread  of  famine  foon  forced 
“ him  to  lead  his  army  back  to  Dublin : abundantly  convinced  by  this 
“ experiment,  that  the  army  and  Proteftant  fubje61s  of  Ireland  were  to  be 
“ refeued  from  deftrudion  only  by  a celfation  of  hoRilities.- ^The  king 


* So  determinately  bent  was  Ormond  .upon  preventing  this  ceffation,  that  he  fent  Sir  Philip 
Percival  to  England  to  oppofe  it:  and  he  did  oppofe  it  with  fuch  virulence,  that  Sir  George  Rat- 
clifFe  told  the  Marquis  of  Ormond  on  that  occafion,  tliat  had  he  not  been  recommended  by  his 
lordlhip,  he  would  have  paired  at  conrt  for  a roundhead:  and  he  did  in  fa6t  foon  after  join  the 
Englilh  rebels. 

t Thefe  different  letters,  which  fliew  the  king’s  eagernefs  for  the  peace,  are  to  be  feen  in  the 
Appendix,  No.  XXX.  ‘ 

+ 3 Lei.  p.  20G.  § Ibid.  p.  207. 
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“ was  impatient  for  this  event : he  renewed  his  orders  and  inftruftions  for 
“ a ceifation : he  now  deemed  it  neceffary  to  thew  fome  condefcenfion  to 
“ the  Irifli  confederates : he  exprefled  an  inclination  to  call  a new  parliament 
“ in  Ireland,  and  to  permit  their  agents  to  treat  with  him  on  this  bufmefs, 
“ and  whatever  elfe  might  conduce  to  a juft,  honorable,  and  perfect  peace. 
“ To  terrify  and  confound  all  oppofition  to  his  favorite  fcheme,  Parfons, 
“ Temple,  Loftus,  Meredith,  the  great  partifans  of  the  Englifli  parliament, 
“ were  accufed  of  high  crimes  and.mifdemeanors,  and  by  his  order  com- 
“ mitted  to  clofe  cuftody.”  Whatever  dupes  or  vidims  the  Irifli  were  at 
this  time  made  to  the  felfiflinefs  or  intrigues  of  the  king  or  his  fervants, 
nothing  certainly  can  rob  them  of  the  merit  of  returning  harflinefs,  feverity 
and  deceit,  with  unparalelled  duty,  attachment  and  loyalty  to  their  fovereign, 
who  then  intended  to  make  peace  with  them,  as  Warner  informs  us,  “ not 
“ out  of  any  favour,  or  to  fliew  countenance  to  them,  as  fome  of  his  enemies 

fuggefted,  and  others  believed,  but  to  ftrengthen  hinafelf  againft  the  par- 
“ liament  with  the  Irifli  army.”  If  King  Charles,  in  the  diftrefsful  fituation 
of  his  affairs  in  England  and  Scotland,  could  fo  inhumanly  wanton  in  the 
ungrateful  principles  of  his  family,  as  to  reward  the  moft  unfliaken  and  per- 
fevering  loyalty  of  his  Irifli  fubje6ls,  by  perfecuting  them  at  home,  and  drawing 
their  blood  and  treafure  for  his  own  purpofes  abroad,  we  fliall  be  little  fur- 
prifed  at  the  falfe  and  double  part  he  continued  to  play  upon  them  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  plain  difclofure  of  truth  is  a debt  of  juftice 
which  the  faithful  hiftorian  is  called  upon  to  acknowledge  and  difcharge  to 
the  Irilh  nation,  not  only  to  fliield  her  from  the  fliafts  of  malevolence  and 
envy,  but  more  particularly  to  infpire  Great  Britain  with  plenary  confidence, 
that  the  loyalty,  zeal,  and  fidelity  of  that  nation,  with  which  flie  has  united, 
are  not  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  Britifli  fovereign  by  fedu6tion,  menace, 
treachery,  or  invafion  foreign  or  domeftic. 

Scarcely  was  the  treaty  for  the  ceifation  figned,  ere  it  was  formally  rejefted 
by  the  Northern  army,  which  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  king’s  forces  in  Ire- 
land, was  under  the  command  of  Ormond.  This  was  immediately  followed 
up  by  their  taking  the  covenant  :*  and  even  fuch  of  the  Englifli  army  as 

had 

* The  Englifh  parliament  fent  Owen  O’ConolIy,  who  had  received  the  commllhon  of  a captain, 
and  a penfion  for  having  been  the  firft  inforoner  of  the  grand  rebellion,  to  prefs  the  covenant  upon 
the  army ; and  the  fruits  of  his  miffion  were  moft  rapid  and  extenfivc : for  immediately  upon 

his 
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had  formally  acceded  to  the  ceflation,  offered  their  fervices  to  follow  Monroe, 
whenever  he  Ihould  march  againft  the  Irilh.  About  the  fame  time,  Lord 
Inchiquin  openly  revolted  againft  the  King,  by  accepting  the  prefidency 
of  Munfter  from  the  parliament,  in  which  province  there  were  no  bounds  to 
his  cruelty  : he  caufed  to  be  adminiftered  to  each  of  his  followers,  an  oath 
for  tlie  extirpation  of  Popery  and  extermination  of  the  Irifti.  The  ceffation 
was  confidered  by  the  parliament  of  England  as  fo  deftru61ive  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  intereft,  that  they  immediately  made  a declaration  againft  it:'  in 
anlwer  to  which,  his  majefty  publiflied,  The  Grounds  and  Motives  of  the  Cef- 
fationy  for  which  he  fays,  “ there  was  an  abfolute  neceflity,  as  preparatory 
“ to  a peace ; which  neverthelefs  he  would  never  admit,  unlefs  it  were  fuch 

a peace  as  might  be  agreeable  to  confcience,  honor,  and  jufticc.”  The 
confederates  fent  over  fo  many  and  fuch  feafonable  fupplies  to  the  king,  and 
thefe  Irifli  troops  behaved  with  fo  much  zeal  and  valor  in  the  royal  caufe, ' 
that  the  Englifh  parliament  on  the  24th  of  06tober,  l644,  publifhed  this 
bloody  ordinance,  “ that  no  quarter  fliould  be  given  to  any  Irifliman  or 
“ Papift  born  in  Ireland,  that  fliould  be  taken  in  hoftility  againft  the  par- 
“ liament,  either  upon  the  fea  or  in  England  or  Wales.”  The  hoftilities 
after  this  daily  committed  on  the  confederates  by  Monroe  in  Ulfter,  Sir 
Charles  Coote  in  Connaught,  and  Lord  Inchiquin  in  Munfter,  in  breach 
of  the  ceffation,  drove  them  to  prefent  a ftrong  petition  to  the  Marquis 
of  Ormond,  now  made  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  either  that  he  would 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  or  permit  them  to  employ  their  forces  againft 
thofe,  who  by  violating  the  armiftice,  had  avowed  themfelves  open  enemies 
to  his  majefty.*  But  the  inveteracy  of  the  lord  lieutenant  againft  the 
Catholics,  prevented  him  from  feconding  what  he  knew  to  be  the  intereft, 
the  wifh,  and  the  commands  of  his  royal  mafter,  becaufe  his  compliance  or 
obedience  would  have  promoted  the  welfare  of  the  Catholics.  For  although 

his  landing  all  the  Scotch  and  moft  of  the  Englilh  officers  of  the  nortliern  army  took  the  covenant ; 
Carte  indeed  informs  us,  that  Ormond  had  it  in  command  from  lus  majefty  to  fend  dov/n  a procla- 
mation to  all  the  colonels  to  forbid  it,  but  they  would  not  publith  it  for  fear  of  Monroe,  as  they 
alledged.  Captain  Conolly  foon  joined  the  parliamentarian  rebels  and  was  by  them  promoted  to  a 
colonelcy. 

* Lord  Digby  in  a letter  to  Ormond  frankly  admits  on  this  occafton  that  it  was  underftood,  that 
if  the  Scots  fubmitted  not  to  the  ceflation,  they  then  fliould  be  declared  againft  as  open  ene- 
“ mies."  (Cart.  Orm.  vol.  3.  p.  346.) 
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on  this  occafion  he  confeflecl  that  by  accepting  the  command  of  the  army 
of  the  confederates  “ he  might  have  drawn  their  dependance  upon  him,  and 
“ been  able  to  difpofe  of  their  forces  according  to  his  majefty’s  pleafure  for 
“ the  advantage  of  the  fervice  either  in  Ireland  or  elfewhere;”* **  yet  he  de- 
clined putting  hirnfelf  at  their  head  for  this  reafon,  that  he  fhouldf  in  that 
“ cafe  be  fuddenly  and  totally  abandoned  by  the  Proteftants.”  An  un- 
equivocal teft  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Iridi  nation  to  King  Charles.  The  great 
queftion  upon  this  part  of  the  Irilh  hiftory  is,  whether-  the  confederated 
Catholics  were  at  this  period  rebels  or  royalifts.  His  majefty  anxioufly 
wiflied  his  Catholic  fubje6ts  of  Ireland  to  be  fully  admitted  into  his  favour 
and  protection,  as  placing  the  utmoft  reliance  upon  their  fidelity  and  zeal  to 
ferve  him.  The  teftimony  of  their  fovereign  on  this  occafion  goes  great 
lengths.  He  had  not  only  by  feveral  letters  Itrongly  recommended  to 
Ormond,  but  ftriCtly  commanded  him  to  conclude  a peace  with  his  Irijh  Sub- 
jeBs,  whatever  it  coJi.X  And  yet  the  virulence  of  this  imperious  governor, 
who  commanded  an  uncommon  fway  over  his  royal  mailer,  againft  his 
Catholic  countrymen  was  fuch,  that  for  three  or  four  years  he  artfully  con- 
trived to  delay  the  peace,  notwithftanding  the  king’s  moll  prelfiiig  and  po- 
fitive  commands,  until  it  were  rendered  unavailing  by  the  celfation  of  the 
exercife*of  the  royal  authority  after  the  imprifonment  of  his  majelly’s  perfon 
in  the  year  1646. 

Whatever  allowances  may  be  made  to  the  prelfure  of  dillrefs  and  calamity, 
hillorical  jullice  is  a debt  due  to  nations;  for  which  delicacy  even  to  a 
crowned  head  is  no  difcharge.  The  Irilh  were  openly,  fincerely,  and  de- 
terminately  attached  to  the  caufe  of  their  fovereign  ; of  this  their  fovereign 
was  fenfible : though  according  to  the  principle  of  his  family,  he  facrificed 
their  alfeClion  and  loyalty,  to  the  intrigues  of  his  open  and  fecret  enemies. 
The  king  had  full  reliance  upon  the  fidelity  of  his  Catholic  fubjecls  of 
Ireland : and  at  that  time  depended  more  upon  their  fuccours  and  fubfidies, 
than  upon  thofe  of  any  other  of  his  fubjedls : he  was  fully  apprized  of  the 

• I 

* Carte  Orm.  3 vol.  p.  322. 

f Ibid.  p.  322.  “ If  fays  he,  I take  the  charge  of  their  army  upon  me,  or  denounce  immediately 

" an  offenfive  war  againft  the  Scots,  not  ten  Protcftants  will  follow  me,  but  rather  rife  as  one  man 

**  and  adhere  to  the  Scots.” 

} Vide  the  feveral  diftcrent  letters  from  the  king  to  Ormond  upon  this  fubject,  App.  No.  XXX. 
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prejudices  of  Ormond  againft  their  religion;*  and  rather  than  alTLime  a 
manly  and  candid  line  of  conduct  towards  them,  defcended  to  dehafe  the 
royal  chara6ter,  by  duplicity  and  an  unconftitutional  ftretcb  of  the  royal 
prerogative.  That  the  king  knew,  and  was  fatisfied  with  the  end  for  which 
his  Catholic  fubjeds  had  confederated,  cannot  be  queftioned;  for  on  the 
12th  of  March  1043,  he  wrote  to  Ormond  concerning  the  very  eminent  good 
fervice  of  Antrim,  and  Daniel  O’Neile,  two  powerful  Catholics  in  the  north: 
“ only  one  thing  I thought  necelfary  earnellly  to  give  you  in  charge  myfelf: 
“ which  is,  that  you  will  unite  yourfelf  in  a ftri6l  and  entire  correfpondence 
“ with  Antrim,  and  contribute  all  your  power  to  further  him  in  thofe  fer- 
“ vices,  which  he  hath  undertaken;  for  I find  that  almoft  that  whole 
“ kingdom  is  fo  much  divided  betwixt  your  two  interefts,  that  if  you  join 
“ in  the  ways,  as  well  as  in  the  end  for  my  fervice,  you  will  meet  with  fmall 
“ difficulties  there,  which  I no  way  doubt,  being  thus  recommended 
“ by  your  affured  friend,  Charles  R.”  ’Neither  can  it  be  doubted,  but 
that  the  king  wifhed  and  endeavoured  to  fupport  and  firengthen  the  con- 
federacy of  his  Catholic  fubje6ls  in  Ireland,  which  evidently  clears  them 
of  all  polfible  guilt  of  rebellion  or  treafon  againft  their  Sovereign.  What 
pofterity  may  judge  from  the  king’s  conduct,  is  for  thofe  to  determine 
who  may  know  what  it  really  was.  The  king  having  nothing  fnore  at 
heart,  than  peace  with,  and  aftiftance  from  his  Catholic  fubjefts,  whom  he 
now  alone  confided  in,  adopted  two  meafures,  by  Avhich  they  were  deluded, 
his  Proteftant  fubje6ls  deceived,  and  his  own  intereft  confiderably  weak- 
ened. 

Thwarted  and  provoked  as  Charles  was  at  the  inexorable  firmnefs  of 
Ormond,  in  refifting,  negledting,  or  counteracting  all  his  efforts  and  willies 
1:0  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  confederated  Catholics,  yet  he  had  the  Aveak- 

* Ormond  made  no  fecret  of  this  deteftation  of  Popery  either  to  the  king  or  his  fervants:  in  a 
letter  to  Lord  Digby,  (C.  Orm.  3 v.  p.  534)  he  fays:  “ one  thing  I fhall  befeech  you  to  be  carei'nl_ 

of,  which  is  to  take  order,  that  what  fliall  be  direfted  to  me  touching  thefe  people  (the  Catholic 
“ confederates)  if  any  be,  thwart  not  the  grounds  I have  laid  to  myfelf  in  point  of  religion:  for  in 
” that,  and  in  that  only,  I thall  refort  to  the  liberty  left  to  a fubje£t,  to  obey  by  fuffering.”  The 
king’s  letters  to  Ormond  thew  how  much  hurt  his  -majefty  was  by  this  difobedience  of  Ormond : 
they  rife  gradually  from  recommendation,  to  anxious  prefling,  to  pofitive  and  peevifli  commands. 
I command  ijou  to  conclude  apcacexcith  the  Irijh,  cojl  ■what  it  may.  And  laftly — / ahj'olutely  command 
you  'without  reply,  to  execute  the  directions  I fent  you  on  the  2Tth  of  February  lajl:  which  were  to 
make  peace  even  without  the  council.  C.  O.  3 v.  p.  43i. 
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iiefs  to  encourage  Ormond,  whom  he  thought  agreeable  to  the  Proteftant 
intereft,  even  in  the  very  a6ls  of  refiftance  and  difobedience  to  his  own  com- 
mands. He  even  attempted  to  make  him  the  vehicle  of  communicating 
to  them  the  unconftitutional  refolution  of  difpenfmg  with  all  the  penal 
laws  againft  the  Catholics,  till  they  Ihould  be  abrogated  and  repealed  by 
parliament.* * * §  “ A peace  with  the  Irilh  is  moft  necelfary  for  my  affairs  in 
“ England,  wherefore  I command  you  to  difpatch  it  out  of  hand.  And 
“ I do  hereby  promife  them,  and  command  you  to  fee  it  done,  that  the 
“ penal  laws  againft  the  Roman  Catholics  lliall  not  be  put  in  execution, 

“ the  peace  being  made,  and  they  remaining  in  due  obedience.  And  fur- 
“ ther,  when  the  Irifti  give  me  that  afliftance,  which  they  have  promifed, 

“ for  the  fuppreflion  of  this  rebellion,  and  I fliall  be  reftored  to  my  rights, 

“ I will  confent  to  the  repeal  of  them  by  a law.”'}'  In  another  letter  written 
to  the  lord  lieutenant  within  ten  days,  the  king  afcended  to  the  moft  im- 
perative tone,  “ I do  therefore  command  you  to  conclude  a peace  with 
“ the  Irifli,  whatever  it  coft:  though  I leave  the  management  of  this  great 
“ and  neceflary  work  entirely  to  you."X  Ormond  appears  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  difobeying  thefe  commands  of  his  royal  mafter,  that  he  boafted  in  a 
letter  to  the  king,  “ that§  he  treated  with  thefe  commiflioners  in  fuch  a 
“ manner  and  gave  them  fuch  anfwers,  as  might  let  them  conjecture  he 
“ had  directions  to  the  contraiy.’j|  He  attributed  his  pertinacity  in  en- 
deavouring to  renew  the  war,  in  lieu  of  making  peace,  to  the  inflexible 
refolution  of  the  council  in  Ireland  never  to  treat  with  the  confederates,, 
although  he  had  in  the  preceding  December  received  unlimited  power 
from  his  majefty,  (who  forefaw  the  difficulties  that  would  arife  from  that 
quarter)  “ to  fequefter  from  the  council  board  fuch  members  of  it  as  he 
“ did  not  approve  of.”  Nay,  it  will  even  be  found  by  thofe  who  look 

* The  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Herbert  and  others,  who  wrote  in  fupport  of  the  royal  prerogative  of 
difpenfing  with  penal  ftatutes,  contended  only  for  it  in  particular  cafes : and  fuch  certainly  was  the 
ancient  prerogative  of  tlie  crown,  though  moft  wifely  abridged  at  the  revolution.  But  this  was  an 
attempt  to  counteraft  tlie  whole  ftalute  law  by  royal  proclamation,  which  no  other  fovereign  had  ever 
pretended  to. 

t let.  to  Orm.  on  the  18th  of  Febmary  l644.  3.  C.  Orm. 

X Ibid.  Let.  of  2?  tli  of  February  l644. 

§ Ibid. 

II  The  confederate.^  were  apprized  of  his  majefty’s  commands  to  Ormond,  by  their  agents  Lord 
TaafF«,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Brent,  who  then  were  with  the  king. 

impartially , 
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impartially  into  the  authentic  annals  of  thofe  days,  that  Ormond  was  at 
that  time  negociating  a treaty  with  the  rebellious  army  of  the  Scots  in 
Ulfter  to  join  his  forces  in  renewing  hoftilities  againft  the  confederates. 

The  king  being  fearful,  that  the  harlhnefs  of  Ormond  towards  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  his  inflexible  reludance  to  obey  any  commands  favorable  to 
them,  fliould  alienate  their  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe,  endeavoured  to  elFe61; 
by  the  fecret  influence  of  his  authority  over  thofe,  who  ever  refpe6ted  it, 
what  the  infincerity  of  his  charader  prevented  him  from  openly  avowing. 
King  Charles  in  his  troubles,  had  experienced  the  mofl;  prominent  zeal 
and  fignal  fupport  from  the  Marquis  of  Worceller,  who  had  expended  above 
150,000/,  (an  immenfe  fum  in  thofe  days)  of  his  perfonal  fortune  in  raifmg 
and  maintaining  1500  foot,  and  500  horfe  at  his  own  expence.  That  fa- 
mily was  then  Catholic;  and  the  king  placed  an  extraordinary  confidence 
in  the  fidelity  and  zeal  of  his  eldefl;  fon  Edward  Somerfet,  Lord  Herbert, 
whom  he  created  Earl  of  Glamorgan.  Being  of  the  fame  religion  as  the 
Catholic  confederates,  his  majefty  undertook  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  in- 
fluence, which  he  conceived  this  circumftance  coupled  Avith  his  connexions 
in  Ireland  (he  was  married  to  Lady  Margaret  O’Bryen,  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Thomond)  muft  naturally  give  him,  as  early  as  the  ift  of  April 
1644,  granted  him  a patent*  of  very  extraordinary  powers,  Avhich  feemed 
to  be  efpecially  calculated  to  overawe  or  counteraX  the  powers  of  Ormond, 
Avhich  the  king  thought  proper  to  continue,  though  he  evidently  miflrufted 
the  ufe,  which  Ormond  would  make  of  them.  In  about  ten  months  from 
the  granting  of  this  patent,' viz.  on  the  6th  of  January  l644,f  the  king 
granted  a commiflion  under  the  great  feal  to  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan  for 
levying  any  number  of  men  in  Ireland,  and  other  parts  beyond  feas,  com- 
manding them,  putting  officers  over  them,  making  governors  in  forts  and 
towns,  giving  him  powers  to  receive  the  king’s  rents,  &c.  This  Avas  again 
followed  up  by  tAvo  other  commiffions  for  extending  and  enlarging  his 
powers,  exien  axowedly  beyond  the  law ; fliould  circumftances  call  upon  him 
to  ufe  a vigor  of  that  nature : and  to  do  that,  in  Avhich  his  lieutenant  could 
not  fo  well  be  feen,  as  not  fit  for  his  majefty  then  publicly  to  own.  In  ^ 
thefe  he  pledged  the  honour  of  a king  and  a Chriftian,  to  ratify  Avhatever 

* Vide  this  patent  App.  No.  XXXI. 

t N.  B.  Old  ftile. 
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Glamorgan  fliould  think  fit  to  grant  to  the  confederates  under  his  hand 
and  feal:  the  faid  confederate  Catholics  having,  faid  he,  “ by  their  fupplies 
“ tcfujied  their  zeal  to  our  ferviced’*  If  then  the  confederates  were  thus 
eminently  acknowledged  by  their  fovereign  to  be  zealoufly  engaged  in 
his  caufe,  the  fiiccour,  aids,  and  afliftance,  which  they  endeavoured  under 
the  exifting  circumftances  to  draw  from  the  King  of  Spain,  the  court  of 
Rome,  or  afterwards  from  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  cannot  evidently  be  laid 
to  the  account  of  a traiterous  and  rebellious  difpofition  in  the  Irifii  againft 
their  fovereign,  for  the  king  himfelf  both  petitioned,  and  a6tually  received 
confiderable  fuccours  from  the  fame  quarter. f 

Still  were  thefe  confederates  made  the  dupes  and  vidims  of  the  duplicity 
of  Charles,  redoubled  upon  them  by  the  malevolent  intrigues  of  Ormond, 
who  on  this  occafion  profefled  loyalty,  whilft  he  pra6tifed  difobedience  to 
his  royal  mafter,  and  pretended  a confidence  in  Glamorgan  and  the  con- 
federates, whilft  he  was  planning  the  ruin  of  both.  The  confederates 
were  through  the  infinuations  of  Ormond,  prevailed  upon  (though  againft 
the  advice  of  the  pope’s  agent  and  nuncio)  to  make  peace  publickly  with 
the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  and  privately  with  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan,  dif- 
joining  the  7'eUgious  from  the  political  articles.  The  letter,  which  Ormond 
had  written  to  Lord  MufkerryJ  exprefllve  of  his  readinefs  to  concur  with 
Glamorgan  in  every  thing,  which  the  latter  fiiould  undertake  for  his  ma- 
jefty's  fervice,  was  confidered  by  the  confederates  at  large  as  a folemn 
pledge  on  behalf  of  the  king’s  lieutenant,  § “ and  was  delivered  to  the  nuncio 
“ by  the  fupreme  council  of  Kilkenny  as  a proof,  that  the  Marquis  of 
“ Ormond  would  fupport  tlie  agreement,  which  had  been,  or  fiiould  be 

* For  the  two  latter  commiflions  vide  App.  No.  XXXII.  Whatever  objedtions  may  be  made  to 
the  propriety  of  thefe  grants  on  behalf  of  the  crown,  they  prove  beyond  queftion  that  the  Irifh  Ca- 
tholic confederates  were  properly  at  leaft  now  termed  royalijis — but  Quidquid  ddirant  rcgcs 
plcctuntur  Achivi. 

•|-  Tills  fully  appears  from  the  king’s  letter  to  the  archbilhop  of  Ferms  dated  from  Oxford,  April 
SOth,  l64o  : and  alfo  from  a letter  from  Cardinal  Paraphilio  to  the  queen  at  Paris,  accompanied  by  a 
brief  from  the  pope  to  the  like  purport,  dated  March  the  2d,  i643.  For  the  two  letters  vide  App. 
No.  XXXIII. 

X See  Ormond’s  letter  to  Lord  Mufkerry  dated  on  the  l2th  of  Auguft,  lG45,  Appendix,  No. 
XXXIV. 

§ An  Enquiry  into  tlie  Share  which  Charles  I.  had  in  the  Tranfadions  of  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan : 

p.  C4. 
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made  between  them  and  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan,  though  the  marquis 
“ afterwards  difappointed  their  expe6lations.”  The  general  affembly  of  the 
confederates  which  met  at  Kilkenny  on  the  6th  of  March,  1 645-6,  dif- 
patched  Lord  Muficerry  and  other  commiffioners  to  Dublin,  publicly  to 
conclude  the  peace  with  the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  and  it  was  accordingly 
concluded  on  the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  1646.  But  the  fecret  treaty 
had  been  concluded  with  the  Earl  Glamorgan  on  the  25th  of  the  preceding 
month  of  Auguft;  the  conditions  of  which  chiefly  related  to  the  toleration 
of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  the  fending  over  fubfidies  to  the  king  in  Eng- 
land.* It  happened  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  particulars  of  this  fecret 
treaty  became  public,^  and  Ormond  jointly  with  Lord  Digby,  although 
they  well  knew  the  commiffion  and  authority,  under  which  Glamorgan 
a6led,  had  him  indi6ted  of  high  treafon  for  forging  or  furreptitioufly  obtaining 
thefe  very  commiflions,  and  his  perfon  was  immediately  committed  to  clofe 
cuflody.  The  difeovery  was  inftantly  reported  to  parliament,  and  Charles 
bafely  protefted  upon  the  ’word  of  a king  and  a Chrifiian,  that  he  had  never 
given  to  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan  thofe  commiflions  and  powers,  which  he 
was  then  known  by  many,  and  now  is  known  by  all,  to  have  repeat- 
edly given.  This  colourable  commitment  of  Glamorgan  was  not  of 
long  duration:  he  was  difeharged  upon  his  own  and  the  Earl  of  Kildare’s 
recognizance;  the  confederates  having  peremptorily  infifl;ed  upon  breaking 
oflf  the  treaty  for  peace,  until  he  fliould  be  difeharged,  J Little  can  it  be 

wondered 

* As  it  may  be  interefting  to  the  reader  to  fee  how  far  the  king  rendered  his  royal  faith,  word^ 
and  authority,  fubfervient  to  his  intereft  and  withes,  I have  given  the  preamble  to  the  treaty,  together 
with  the  conditions  of  it,  in  the  App.  No. XXXV. 

f They  were  found  upon  the  titular  archbilliop  of  Tuam,  who  was  accidentally  killed  by  the 
parliamentarian  rebels  before  Sligo,  who  together  with  fome  of  Ormond’s  forces,  were  in  open 
hoftility  notwithftanding  the  ceflation  and  the  then  pending  treaty  for  peace. 

i Few  inftances  of  more  Machiavelian  policy  occur  in  hiftory,  than  in  the  condu6t  of  Ormond, 
excepting -that  he  never  completely  ditfembled  his  execration  of  the  Catholics.  Dr.  Leland  frankly 
admits,  that  notwithftanding  this  colourable  commitment,  Ormond  continued  to  regard  Glamorgan 
as  really  entrufted  by  the  king,  and  empowered  to  negoclate  in  his  name.  In  proof  of  this  he 
favours  us  with  the  letter  written  to  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan  foon  after  his  difeharge,  the  original 
of  which  he  had  in  his  pofleffion.  (Vide  App.  No.  XXXVI.)  The  fame  author  adds,  that  both 
Ormond  and  Digby  always  regarded  Glamorgan  “ as  duly  authorized  by  the  king : and  treated  and 
" addreffed  him  as  a perfon  Hill  enjoying  the  royal  favour  and  confidence.  And  that  he  did  ftill 
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Glamorgan  llioukl  think  fit  to  grant  to  the  confederates  under  his  hand 
and  feal : the  faid  confederate  Catholics  having,  faid  he,  “ by  their  fuppUes 
“ tcjiified  their  zeal  to  our  fervice.'’*  If  then  the  confederates  were  thus 
eminently  acknowledged  by  their  fovereign  to  be  zealoufiy  engaged  in 
his  caufe,  the  fuccour,  aids,  and  aflifiance,  which  they  endeavoured  under 
the  exifting  circumftances  to  draw  from  the  King  of  Spain,  the  court  of 
Rome,  or  afterwards  from  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  cannot  evidently  be  laid 
to  the  account  of  a traiterous  and  rebellious  difpofition  in  the  Irifli  againft 
their  fovereign,  for  the  king  himfelf  both  petitioned,  and  adlually  received 
confiderable  fuccours  from  the  fame  quarter. f 

Still  were  thefe  confederates  made  the  dupes  and  vi6tims  of  the  duplicity 
of  Charles,  redoubled  upon  them  by  the  malevolent  intrigues  of  Ormond, 
who  on  this  occafion  profeffed  loyalty,  whilfl;  he  pra6lifed  difobedience  to 
his  royal  -mafter,  and  pretended  a confidence  in  Glamorgan  and  the  con- 
federates, whihl  he  was  planning  the  ruin  of  both.  The  confederates 
were  through  the  infmuations  of  Ormond,  prev'^ailed  upon  (though  againft 
the  advice  of  the  pope’s  agent  and  nuncio)  to  make  peace  publickly  with 
the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  and  privately  with  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan,  dif- 
joining  the  I'eligious  from  the  political  articles.  The  letter,  which  Ormond 
had  written  to  Lord  MufkerryJ  expreflive  of  his  readinefs  to  concur  with 
Glamorgan  in  every  thing,  Avhich  the  latter  fliould  undertake  for  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fervice,  was  confidered  by  the  confederates  at  large  as  a folemn 
pledge  on  behalf  of  the  king’s  lieutenant,  § “ and  was  delivered  to  the  nunci® 
“ by  the  fupreme  council  of  Kilkenny  as  a proof,  that  the  Marquis  of 
“ Ormond  would  fupport  tlie  agreement,  which  had  been,  or  fiiould  be 

* For  the  two  latter  comraifTions  vide  App.  No.  XXXII.  Whatever  objeftions  may  be  made  to 
the  propriety  of  thefe  grants  on  behalf  of  the  crown,  they  prove  beyond  queftion  that  the  Iriflr  Ca- 
tholic confederates  were  properly  at  leaft  now  termed  royalijls — but  Quidquid  ddirant  rcgcs 
plcctuntur  Ac/iivi. 

i'  This  fully  appears  from  the  king’s  letter  to  the  archbilhop  of  Ferms  dated  from  Oxford,  April 
SOth,  1645  ; and  alfo  from  a letter  from  Cardinal  Pamphilio  to  the  queen  at  Paris,  accompanied  by  3 
brief  from  the  pope  to  the  like  purport,  dated  March  the  2d,  i643.  For  the  two  letters  vide  App. 
No.  XXXIII. 

i See  Ormond’s  letter  to  Lord  Mulkerry  dated  on  the  12thof  Auguft,  lC45,  Appendix,  No. 
XXXIV. 

§ An  Enquiry  into  tlie  Share  which  Charles  I.  had  in  the  Tranfa£tions  of  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan : 
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made  between  them  and  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan,  though  the  marquis 
“ afterwards  difappointed  their  expedtations.”  The  general  affembly  of  the 
confederates  which  met  at  Kilkenny  on  the  6th  of  March,  1 645-6,  dif- 
patched  Lord  Muflcerry  and  other  commiffioners  to  Dublin,  publicly  to 
conclude  the  peace  with  the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  and  it  was  accordingly 
concluded  on  the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  1646.  But  the  fecret  treaty 
had  been  concluded  with  the  Earl  Glamorgan  on  the  25th  of  the  preceding 
month  of  Auguft;  the  conditions  of  which  chiefly  related  to  the  toleration 
of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  the  fending  over  fubfidies  to  the  king  in  Eng- 
land.* It  happened  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  particulars  of  this  fecret 
treaty  became  public,'f  and  Ormond  jointly  with  Lord  Digby,  although 
they  well  knew  the  commiflion  and  authority,  under  which  Glamorgan 
a6led,  had  him  indi6ted  of  high  treafon  for  forging  or  furreptitioufly  obtaining 
thefe  very  commiflions,  and  his  perfon  was  immediately  committed  to  clofe 
cuftody.  The  difcovery  was  inftantly  reported  to  parliament,  and  Charles 
bafely  protefted  up07i  the  word  of  a king  and  a Chrljiian,  that  he  had  never 
given  to  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan  thofe  commiflions  and  powers,  which  he 
was  then  known  by  many,  and  now  is  known  by  all,  to  have  repeat- 
edly given.  This  colourable  commitment  of  Glamorgan  was  not  of 
long  duration:  he  was  difcharged  upon  his  own  and  the  Earl  of  Kildare’s 
recognizance;  the  confederates  having  peremptorily  infifled  upon  breaking 
otf  the  treaty  for  peace,  until  he  fliould  be  difcharged.  J Little  can  it  be 

wondered 

* As  It  may  be  interefting  to  the  reader  to  fee  how  far  the  king  rendered  his  royal  faith,  wordj 
and  authority,  fubfervient  to  his  iutereft  and  withes,  I have  given  the  preamble  to  the  treaty,  together 
with  the  conditions  of  it,  in  the  App.  No. XXXV. 

f They  were  found  upon  the  titular  archbilliop  of  Tuam,  who  was  accidentally  killed  by  the 
parliamentarian  rebels  before  Sligo,  who  together  with  fome  of  Ormond’s  forces,  were  in  open 
hoftility  notwithftanding  the  ceflation  and  the  then  pending  treaty  for  peace. 

+ Few  inftanees  of  more  Machiavelian  poliey  occur  in  hiftory,  than  in  the  condu6l  of  Ormond, 
excepting -that  he  never  eompletely  ditfembled  his  execration  of  the  Catholics.  Dr.  Leland  frankly 
admits,  that  notwithftanding  this  colourable  commitment,  Ormond  continued  to  regard  Glamorgan 
as  really  entrufted  by  the  king,  and  empowered  to  negoelate  in  his  name.  In  proof  of  this  he 
favours  us  with  the  letter  written  to  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan  foon  after  his  difeharge,  the  original 
of  which  he  had  in  his  pofleflion.  (Vide  App.  No.  XXXVI.)  The  fame  author  adds,  that  both 
Ormond  and  Digby  always  regarded  Glamorgan  “ as  duly  authorized  by  the  king : and  treated  and 
" addreffed  him  as  a perfon  ftill  enjoying  the  royal  favour  and  confidence.  And  that  he  did  ftill 
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wondered  at,  that  the  confederated  Irifli  after  having  been  thus  deluded 
and  betrayed  by  their  fovereign,  diould  in  their  fubfequent  negociations 
require  fonie  more  liable  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  articles  agreed  to, 
than  the  word  of  a monarch  fo  frequently  violated  in  their  regard.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  a very  ferious  ground  of  ditference,  if  not  dilTention 
arofe  amongll  them,  which  retarded  the  conclulion  of  the  peace,  and  greatly 
weakened  their  power:  this  internal  divifion  of  the  Catholies  was  moll 
a6tively  fomented  by  Ormond.  The  nuncio  and  a confiderable  party  of 
the  confederates,  objected  againft  the  conclufion  of  any  peace,  which  had 
future  conceffion  for  its  hafisi  but  there  was  no  limitation  to  the  confidence 
which  the  majority  of  them  ftill  placed  in  the  promifes  of  the  king  and  his 
lieutenant.  Neverthelefs,  however  divided  they  were  upon  this  and  fome 
other  lefs  important  points,  they  all  unanimoufly  to  the  lalt,  adhered  with 
inviolable  attachment  llaunch  to  the  royal  caufe.*  Whereas  Ormond  not 
only  refifted  their  prefling  felicitations  to  lead  them  againft  the  king’s  enemies, 
but  the  urgent  importunities  of  his  friend  Lord  Clanrieard,  to  place  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  confederates  and  immediately  proeeed  againft  Sir  Charles 
Coote,  and  the  other  parliamentarian  rebels,  who  Avere  daily  violating  the 
eeflation,  and  committing  the  moft  barbarous  hoftilities  againft  the  adherents 
to  the  royal  caufe:  and  finally  even  delivered  up  his  fword,  the  caftle,  and 
king's  authority  to  the  commiflioners  of  the  parliamentarian  rebels. f In  this 

difgraceful 

" enjoy  them  in  a very  high  degree,  there  is  diredt  and  pofitive  proof  in  thofe  letters  extant 
" amongft  the  Harleian  manuferipts,  in  which  Charles  alfures  him  of  the  continuance  of  his 
“ friendfhip,  and  promifes  to  make  good  all  his  injlrufiions  and  promifes  to  him  and  the  nuncio." 
(3  Lei.  C83,  4,  3.)  Vide  fome  of  thefe  letters  in  Appendix  No.  XXXVII  » 

* With  reafon  then  did  King  Charles  exprefs  himfelf  in  a letter  to  Ormond  only  two  days  before 
the  peace  was  concluded,  tliat  if  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  were  in  perfeft  obedience,  “ it  is  pof- 

fible  it  may  pleafe  God  to  reftore  me  to  the  other  two,  or  be  a fafe  retreat  for  myfelf.”  (C.  O. 
3 vol.  p.  431. 

•)■  He  had  previoufly  boafted  to  Colonel  Leyburne  who  had  come  over  with  a confidential  com- 
miffioner  from  the  king,  “ that  if  there  thould  be  a neceflity,  he  would  give  up  thofe  places  under 
“ his  command  to  the  Englith  rather  than  the  Irilh  rebels,  of  which  opinion  he  thought  every  good 
“ Englilhman  was.”  Immediately  before  Ormond  delivered  up  the  fword  to  the  parliament  commif- 
fioners,  Alderman  Smith,  then  Mayor  of  Dublin,  aged  near  eighty  years,  a man  of  great  integrity 
and  loyalty,  came  to  the  council  table,  and  acquainted  my  Lord  of  Ormond,  that  it  was  generally 
reported  in  town,  and  fpread  fo  far  as  no  man  doubted  it,  that  his  excellency  intended  to  deliver  up 
the  government  to  the  parliament : that  he  came  to  acquaint  his  lordlliip,  that  himfelf  was  entrufted 
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difgraceful  negociation  with  parliament,  Ormond  a6led  with  full  reflediion, 
and  with  the  moll  interefled  views  to  his  own  domeftic  concerns;  having 
ftipulated  with  them  for  the  price  of  his  bafe  furrender,  viz.  5000l.  in  hand, 
120001.  a year  for  five  years  fucceflively,  and  a total  releafe  and  difcharge 
of  all  incumbrances  upon  his  eftates  (which  were  very  heavy)  up  to  the 
time  of  the  infurre6lion.  The  fpirit  and  motive  with  which  he  thus  in- 
famoufly  betrayed  the  truft  and  authority  of  his  . royal  mafter,  appear  more 
fully  from  the  condu6l  of  the  Irilh  parliament,  which  Avas  then  fitting, 
towards  him.  Both  houfes  addrefied  to  him  a vote  of  thanks  for  his  ex- 
cellency’s treaty  with  the  Englifii  rebels:  in  which  they  fet  forth,  that  his 
proceedings  therein  being  fuch  a free  earneft  of  his  excellency’s  love  to 
their  religion,  nation  and  both  houfes,  did  incite  them  to  come  unto  him 
with  hearts  filled  with  his  love,  and  tongues  declaring  how  much  they  were 
obliged  unto  his  excellency.  And  that  in  order  to  perpetuate  unto  pofterity 
the  memory  of  his  excellency's  merits,  and  their  thankfulnefs,  they  had 
appointed  that  inftrument  to  be  entered  into  both  houfes,  and  under  the 
hands  of  both  fpeakers  to  be  prefented  to  his  lordfiiip.  To  which  addrefs, 
his  excellency  anfwered,  that  this  acknowledgment  of  theirs  Avas  unto  him 
a jcAvel  of  very  great  value,  Avhich  he  fliould  lay  up  amongft  his  choiceft 
treafures:  it  being  an  antidote  againft  the  virulency  of  thofe  tongues  and 
pens,  he  Avas  well  afliired  Avould  be  bufily  fet  to  Avork  to  traduce  and  blaft  the 
integrity  of  his  prefent  proceeding  for  their  prefer vation.*  Soon  after  thefe 
parliamentary  compliments  had  palfed  between  the  Irifli  houfes  of  lords 
and  commons,  and  their  lord  lieutenant,  his  lordfiiip  Avas  ignominioufly 
expelled  from  the  caftle,  fooner  than  he  intended  to  quit  it,  by  the  Englifii 
committee,  and  forced  to  tranfport  himfelf  to  England.'!' 

In 

with  the  king's  fword  of  the  city,  and  that  he  would  not  refign  it  to  rebels.  Whereupon  my  Lord 
of  Ormond  gave  him  fome  check  and  ordered  him  to  withdraw:  but  upon  further  confideration  his 
lordfliip  and  the  council  thought  fit  to  call  him  in  again,  and  to  commend  him  for  the  refolution  he 
had'.ihewn  in  maintaining  his  majefty’s  authority;  and  withall  read  a letter  from  his  majefty 
requiring  the  lord  lieutenant  to  deliver  up  the  fword  to  the  commiffioners  empowered  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  England : whereupon  he  faid,  he  would  fubmit.  (St.  Let.  from  the  Earl  of  Efl'ex,  p.  344.) 
To  cover  the  turpitude  of  his  own  condu6t,  Ormond  thus  impofed  upon  the  lord  mayor  of  Dublin, 
by  reading  either  a forged  or  a forced  letter  from  his  majelly,  for  had  it  been  real  he  would  have 
pleaded  it  in  his  own  juftification. 

* Com.  Journ.  of  Ireland. 

f Before  his  departure  the  confederates  again  prelTed  him  (but  in  vain)  to  put  himfelf  at  their 
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In  this  decline  of  tlie  king’s  affairs  the  confederated  Catholics  met  again 
at  Kilkenny,  where  they  took  into  confideration,  that  his  majefty  was 
in  reftraint,  that  all  addreffes  to  him  were  forbidden,  and  that  fome  members 
of  parliament  w'ho  had  ventured  to  fpeak  in  his  favour,  were  expelled, 
“ therefore  in  that  extremity,”  as  they  exprefs  themfelves,  “ there  being  no 
“ accefs  to  his  majefty  for  imploring  either  his  juftice  or  mercy,  all  laws  either 
“ human  or  divine  did  allow  the  faid  Catholics  to  take  fome  other  courfe, 
“ in  order  to*  their  defence  and  prefervatioii : not  againft  his  facred  majefty, 
“•but  againft  thofe,  who  had  laid  violent  hands  on  his  perfon,  who  defigned 
“ to  abolifli  the  royal  authority,  and  refolved  to  deftroy  or  extirpate  the  faid 
“ Catholics;”* 

Ormond,  to.whofe  ambitious  and  felf-interefted  views  there  were  no  bounds, 
having  been  thus  indignantly  forced  from  his  favorite  feat  of  power  into 
exile  by  the  enemies  of  his  royal  mafter,  whom  he  had  hitherto  moft  bafely 
favoured  and  courted,  and  wifliing  to  ufe  the  unftiaken  loyalty  and  feverely 
tried  attachment  of  the  king’s  firmeftand  beft  friends,  as  the  inftruments  of  his 
own  revenge,  diffembled  for  the  moment  his  implacable  rancour  to  his  Ca- 
tholic countrymen,  and  affebled  with  unqualified  referve  to  place  the  depend- 
ing fate  of  his  royal  mafter  in  their  exertions.  He  landed  at  Cork  on  the 
29th  of  September  1048,  and  notwithftanding  his  infulting,  harfti  and  perfi- 
dious condu6l  towards  the  confederates,  and  his  mercenary  treachery  in  fur- 
rendering the  royal  dignity  to  the  parliamentarian  rebels,  he  was  received 
with  univerfal  acclamation,  and  invited  by  the  general  affembly  at  Kilkenny 
to  conclude  a peace,  and  earneftly  join  with  the  nation  at  large  in  making 
head  againft  the  parliamentarian  rebels,  who  by  their  principles  were  gene- 
rally engaged,  and  by  the  covenant  were  particularly  fworn,  to  deftray 
monarchy,  abolilh  the  hierarchy  and  extirpate  the  Catholic  religion.  He 
was  received  in  triumph  at  Kilkenny  on  the  2Sth  of  Oblober  1048,  having 
been  met  at  fome  diftance  from  the  town  by  the  whole  body  of  the  aflembly 
and  by  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood ; he  was  received 


head  in  fupport  of  the  royal  caufe  : he  had  fcarcely  arrived  in  England,  when  he  was  forced  to  fly 
to-  France,  having  been  informed  that  a warrant  had  iflued  for  apprehending  his  perfon  from  the 
very  perfons  to  whom  he  had  made  the  bafe  and  mercenary  furrender  of  his  high  truft,  dignity  and 
power  in  Ireland. 

* Walth’s  Reply  to  a Perfon  of  Quality. 
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rn  tlie  town  by  tlie  mayor  and  aldermen  with  all  the  honors,  ceremony  and 
etiquette,  which  fuch  corporate  bodies  ufually  Ihew  to  the  fupreme  authoi  ity 
in  the  kingdom,  and  he  was  lodged  in  his  own  callle  with  his  own  guards 
about  him.  Still  did  Ormond  pertinacioufly  perfevere  in  reje6ting  every  con- 
dition of  peace  propofed  by  the  confederates  that  related  to  a toleration  of 
the  Catholic  religion  and  the  repeal  of  any  of  the  penal  laws.  During  this 
protradion  of  the  peace,  the  treaty  was  interrupted  by  the  open  defe6lion  of 
Inchiquin’s  army  and  their  declaration  againft  the  king  : Ormond  had  ever 
been  intimate  with  this  nobleman,  and  he  now  took  the  occalion  of  fufpend* 
ing  the  definitive  treaty,  under  the  pretext  of  giving  fatisfa6iion  to  Inchiquin 
and  his  leading  officers.  Notwithftanding  the  confederates  well  knew  the 
inftru<5lions,  which  the  king  had  given  to  Ormond  refpe6ling  the  free  exercife 
of  their  religion,  yet  to  the  end  hefuppreffed  the  extent  of  his  powers';  and 
abfolutely  refufed  ultimately  to  allow,  what  he  well  knew  his  majefty  had 
moft  folemnly  pledged  himfelf  to  grant  i and  he  immediately  after  boafted 
in  a letter  to  Sir  Charles  Coote,  “ *that  the  advantages,  which  the  Romiffi 
“ profeffors  are  fuppofed  to  have  in  point  of  religion  or  authority,  are  no 
“ other  but  pledges  from  his  majefiy’s  confirmation  of  the  other  conceffions 
“ and  are  to  determine  therewith.” 

We  have  feen  how  earneftly  the  king  had  long  wiffied  for  and  how  peremp- 
torily he  had  commanded  Otmond  to  make  peace  with  the  confederates. 
The  confequences  therefore,  Avhich  enfued  the  protraftions  of  that  event  evi- 
dently lay  at  his  door,  who  caufed  the  delays  : it  was  only  concluded  on  the 
17th  of  January  1048,  a fortnight  before  the  tragical  end  of  that  unfortunate 
monarch.  And  Carte  obferves,  that  “ '['the.  news  of  the  conclufion  of  this 
“ peace  did  not  reach  England  foon  enough  to  deter  the  execrable  authors  of 
“ the  murder  of  their  king  from  perpetrating  a villainy,  which  how  long  foever 
“ they  had  intended  it,  they  durft  not  attempt  to  execute,  till  they  thought 
“ themfelves  fecure  of  impunity  by  behig  abfolute  mafters  of  Great  Britain 
“ without  any  confiderable  force  in  any  part  of  thefe  nations  to  oppofe  their 
“ meafures  or  take  vengeance  on  their  crimes.”  Had  Ormond  been  actuated 
by  any  fenfe  of  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  by  any  regard  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
conftitution,  by  any  zeal  for  the  fupport  of  his  own  religion,  by  any  real  at- 
tachment or  even  common  loyalty  to  his  fovereign,  he  could  not  have  boafted 


* 2V0I.  Cart.  Orra.  p.  52. 
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as  he  did.  “ *And  yet  thofe  articles  were  not  condefcended  unto,  till  all 
“ hopes  of  the  treaty  then  on  foot  in  England  between  the  king  and  the 
“ parliament  were  overpalfed,  and  the  army  were  not  afliamed  to  proclaim 
“ their  purpofe  to  commit  an  horrid  and  execrable  murder  and  parricide  on 
“ tlie  facred  perfon  of  his  majefty.  This  (fays  he)  we  mention  not  as  thereby 
“ in  the  lead;  degree  to  invalidate  any  of  the  conceflions  made  unto  this  peo- 
“ pie,  but  on  the  contrary  to  render  them  in  every  point  the  more  facred  and 
“ inviolable,  by  how  much  the  neceflity  on  his  majefty’s  part  for  the  grant- 
“ ing  thereof  is  the  greater,  and  the  fubmiffion  on  their  part  to  his  majefty’s 
“ authority,  in  fuch  his  great  neceflity,  more  opportune  and  feafonable : as 
“ alfo  to  call  to  the  Avorld  (and  whomfoever  either  any  peace  at  all  or  the 
“ terms  of  this  peace  may  be  diftafleful  unto)  to  teftify  hereafter,  that  as  the 
“ full  benefit  thereof  cannot  without  great  injuftice  and  fomewhat  of  ingra- 
“ titude  (if  we  may  fo  fpeak  in  the  cafe  of  his  majefty  with  reference  to  this 
“ laft  a6l  of  their’s)  be  denied  unto  them,  fo  any  blame  thereof  ought  to  be 
“ laid  upon  thofe  alone,  who  have  impofed  the  faid  neceflity,  the  faddeft  to 
“ which  any  king  was  ever  reduced, ’’ 

Ormond  was  now  reduced  to  look  up  to  his  former  power  and  influence  in 
Ireland  through  the  exertions  only  of  thofe,  whom  he  had  uniformly  perfe- 
cuted  and  opprefled.  What  lhare  he  aflumed  to  himfelf  of  the  difafters  of  his 
royal  mafter,  by  having  fo  long  deprived  him  of  the  afliftance  of  his  Catholic 
fubje6ls  cannot  be  known  ; but  certain  it  is,  that  this  awful  moment  of  em- 
barralfment  was  the  firft,  in  which  he  made  any  avowal  honorable  or  favora- 
ble to  his  Catholic  countrymen.  Befides  the  relu6tant,  ungracious  and  half- 
penitent admiflion  of  their  perfevering  attachment  to  the  king  in  his  utmoft 
diftrefs,  he  faid  in  a letter  to  Lord  Digby,  that  “ I muft  fay  for  this  people, 
“ that  I have  obfervcd  in  them  great  readinefs  to  comply  with  what  I was 
“ able  to  give  them,  and  a very  great  fenfe  of  the  king's  fad  condition.”'!' 
And  in  another  letter  of  the  fame  date  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  he  notices, 
“ :j:the  very  eminent  loyalty  of  the  alTembly,  which  was  not  fliaken  by  the 
“ fuccefs,  which  God  had  permitted  to  the  monftrous  rebellion  in  England  : 

* 2 Orm.  2 vol.  p.  52. 

•}•  This  was  written  to  Digby  on  the  22d  of  January  i648  ; — within  a week  of  King  Charles’s 
death. 

* Letter  of  the  fame  date. 
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“ nor  by  the  mifchievoiis  pradices  of  tlie  no  lefs  malicious  rebels*  in  Ire- 
“ land.” 

It  is  no  fmall  or  unequivocal  mark  of  the  eminent  loyalty  and  fidelity  of 
the  Irilh  Catholics,  that  at  Charles’s  unfortunate  execution,  they  formed  the 
only  compadt  national  body  throughout  the  extent  of  the  Britifli  empire, 
who  had  preferved  untainted  and  unlhaken  their  faith  and  attachment  to 
the  royal  caufe,  although  they  had  been  throughout  his  reign  more  opprefled, 
perfecuted  and  aggrieved  by  their  fovereign,  than  any  other  defcription  of 
his  fubjefts  whatfoever.t  No  fooner  were  the  melancholy  tidings  of  the 
death  of  Charles  L conveyed  to  Ormond,  who  was  then  at  Youghall,  than 
he  inftantly  proclaimed  the  prince  of  Wales  king  by  the  ftile  of  Charles  tlie 
Second. 

* To  thefe  Ormond  furrendered  his  fword  for  1 5000/. 

f How  little  then  did  they  merit  the  votum  candidum  of  our  impartial  hiftorian  Sir  Richard  Cox? 
“ How  gladly  would  I draw  a curtain  over  the  difmal  and  unhappy  30th  of  January,  wherein  the 
“ royal  father  of  our'^country  fuffered  martyrdom  ! Oh  ! that  I could  fay,  they  were  Iriflimen  that 
did  that  abominable  fadt,  or  that  I could  juftly  lay  it  at  the  door  of  the  Papifts  ! But  how  much 
“■  foever  they  might  obliquely  or  delignedly  contribute  to  it,  ’tis  certain  it  was  adtually  done  by 
others.”  ■ ' 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE  INTERREGNUM  AND  REIGN  OF  CHARLES  THE  SECOND, 

In  the  firft  effervefcence  of  the  horror,  which  all  conceived  of  the  murder  of 
King  Charles,  the  Englifh  and  Irifli  vied  with  each  other,  who  fliould  be 
inoft  zealous  in  their  exertions  againft  the  parliamentarian  rebels,  whom  they 
now ’^denominated  and  treated  as  regicides.  To  this  union  were  owing  the 
firfl  fuccefsful  movements  of  Ormond’s  campaign  in  the  redudlion  of  moft  of 
the  ftrong  holds  of  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  except  Dublin  and 
Londonderry.  The  pride  of  Ormond  ftimulated  him  above  all  things  to 
regain  the  poffeflion  of  Dublin,  which  he  had  by  his  own  bafe  treachery  furren- 
dered  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  But  the  infamy  of  his  giving  it  up  for  bale 
lucre  was  aggravated  by  his  difgraceful  defeat  at  Rathmines*  by  a very  in- 
ferior force  under  Micliael  Jones,  the  rebel  governor  of  the  city.  This 
tliameful  difafter,  coupled  with  the  ready  fubmilTion  of  Inchiquin’s  men,  who 
inftantly  enlifted  in  Jones’s  army,  and  feveral  other  circumftances  attending 
the  conduct  of  Ormond  on  this  occafion,  naturally  renewed  in  the  Iriih  their 
former  fufpicions,  that  he  had  ftill  fome  fecret  underftanding  Avith  the  Englifli 
rebels:  and  thefe  fufpicions  Avere  ftrengthened  by  the  conftant  failure  of  all 
his  fubfequent  undertakings  againft  thena. 

The  neAV  king  had  explicitly  Avritten  from  the  Hague,  “ that  he  had  recei- 
ved and  Avas  extremely  Avell  fatisfied  Avith  the  articles  of  peace  with  the  Irifh 
confederates,  and  Avould  confirm  Avholly  and  entirely  all  that  Avas  contained 
in  them.'l'  Notwithftanding,  after  his  majefty  had  been  proclaimed  in  Scot- 
land, and  had  been  advifed  by  Ormond  to  accept  of  the  commiflioners  invi- 


* Rathmines  is  about  three  miles  from  Dublin.  Carte  fays,  that  1500  foldiers  and  300  officers 
in  this  battle  were  taken  prifoners,  and  about  600  flain  and  above  half  of  them  within  the  walls  of 
Dublin  after  quarter  had  been  given.  Moft  of  Inchiquin’s  men  enlifted  under  Jones, ^2  C.  Orm.  81. 
According  to  Borlafe,  Ormond,  after  this  ihameful  defeat,  wrote  to  Jones  for  a lift  of  his  prifoners, 
who  anfwered,  ” My  lord,  fince  I routed  your  army,  I cannot  have  the  happinefs  to  know  where 
“ you  are,  that  I may  wait  upon  you.” 

I Cart.  Orig.  Let,  2 vol.  p.  363  and  367. 
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tation  to  go  over  to  that  kingdom,  well  knowing  that  his  taking  the  cove- 
nant was  to  be  the  previous  condition  of  his  being  'admitted  to  the  throne 
ofSeotland:  he  took  flapping  and  arrived  there  on  the  23d  of  June  l650. 
After  havino;  fig-ned  both  the  national  and  foleinn  covenant,  in  the  fhort 
fpaee  of  two  months,  the  king  publilhed  a declaration,  “ that  he  would  have 
“ no  enemies  but  the  enemies  of  the  covenant : that  he  did  deteft  and  abhor 
“ popery,  fuperftition,  and  idolatry,  together  with  prelacy : refolving  not 
“ to  tolerate,  mueh  lefs  to  allow  thofe  in  any  part  of  his  dominions,  and  to 
“ endeavour  the  extirpation  thereof  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.”  And  he 
exprefsly  pronouneed  the  peace  lately  made  with  the  Irilli  and  eonfirmed  by 
himfelf  to  be  null  and  void : adding,  “ that  he  was  convineed  in  his  con- 
“ fcience  of  the  fmfulnefs  and  unlawfulnefs  of  it,  and  of  his  allowing  them 
“ (the  confederates)  the  liberty  of  the  Popifli  religion  ; for  whieh  he  'did 
“ from  his  heart  defire  to  be  deeply  humbled  before  the  Lord  ; and  for  having 
“ fought  unto  fueh  unlawful  help  for  the  reftoring  of  him  to  his  throne.”  The 
publieation  of  this  declaration  neceffarily  produced  the  effedl,  which  Ormond 
himfelf  foretold  in  a letter  to  fecretary  Long,*  namely,  “ to  withdraw  this 
“ people  from  their  allegianee  by  infufing  into  them  a belief,  that  by  his  ma- 
“ jefty’s  having  taken  or  approved  of  the  covenant,  they  are  deprived  of  the 
“ benefit  of  the  peace,  and  left  to  the  extirpation  the  covenant  propofes  both 
“ of  their  religion  and  perfons.” 

Whatever  party  prejudice  may  alledge  in  charge,  commendation,  or  defence 
of  Ormond  (no  chara6ter  w^s  ever  more  partially  reprefented)  hiftorieal  juftice 
obliges  us  to  aver,  that  the  Catholic  confederates  (whatever  differences  had 
exifted  amongft  them)  were  unexceptionably  f and  moft  zealoufly  devoted  to 

the 

* "Written  from  Loughrea  the  2d  of  September  1650  : in  this  letter  Ormond  grievoufly  com- 
plains of  the  rebellious  difpofition  of  all  the  clergy  and  Catholic  nobility  (except  Lord  Clanrickard) 
and  fays  that  he  expefted  that  all  who  lliould  adhere  to  him  thereafter,  would  be  excommunicated. 
That  all  Ireland  except  Connaught  was  in  the  hand,s  of  the  rebels.  C.  Orig.  Pap.  453. 

f In  the  courfe  of  what  is  called  (very  improperly)  the  grand  rebellion  in  Ireland,  the  only 
party,  which  could  properly,  if  at  all  be.  called  rebels,  were  the  adherents  of  Phelim  O’Nial,  who 
headed  the  native  Iritli  Catholics  in  the  North,  and  who,  in  the  confulion  and  heat  of  the  internal  dif- 
fentions  of  the  confederates,  had  been,  together  with  the  adherents  of  the  Pope’s  nuncio,  denounced 
as  traitors  againft  the  royal  authority,  for  refifting  the  peace  of  l648,  by  the  fupreme  council  of  Kil- 
kenny. This  Phelim  O’Nial  had  been  conftantly  charged  with  having  forged  a commiflion  from 
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the  roval  caiife,  in  dire6l  oppofition  to  the  rebellious  regicides  ; tliat  Ormond 
well  knew  the  extraordinary  fidelity  of  his  Irifli  army,  by  acknowledging  to 
his  Majefty,  that  many  of  the  foldiers  had  flarved  by  their  arms,  and  he  could 
perfuade  one  half  of  his  army  to  Jlarve  outright',  that  after  the  difgrace 
Rathmines,  Ormond  never  engaged,  in  perfon,  Cromwell,  Ireton,  or  Jones : 
that  in  a very  fhort  time  after  the  death  of  the  late  King,  all  Ireland,  except 
the  province  of  Connaught,  was  under  the  power  of  the  rebels;  that  Sir 
Charles  Coote  (afterwards  Lord  Montrath)  and  Lord  Broghill  (afterwards 
Earl  of  Orrery)  with  the  forces  under  their  commands,  and  the  whole  Pro- 
teftant  army  of  the  North,  went  over  to  the  rebels  ; that  when  the  royal  caufe 
liad,  under  his  adminiftration,  become  defperate  and  defencelefs,  he  aban- 
doned it  in  its  agony,  and  fecured  his  own  perfonal  fafety,  a fecond  time,  by 
flight : that  before  his  departure,  he  greatly  ftrengthened  the  rebel  power,  by* 
permitting,  as  the  Earl  of  Orrery  expreffed  it,  all  thofe  worthy  Proteftants, 
“ Avho  till  then  had  ferved  him,  to  come  off  to  the  reft  of  the  Proteftants, 
“ tliough  then  headed  by  Ireton  himfelf,  efteeming  them  fafer  by  that  real 
“ regicide,!  fo  accompanied,  than  with  thofe  pretended  antiregicides,  fo 

“ principled:” 

the  King,  to  levy  war  againft  the  parliamentarians,  or  Englifli  Proteftant  army  in  Ireland  j for  in  the- 
beginning  of  the  decline  of  the  power  of  Charles  I.  thefe  terms  were  (by  the  Irifli  at  lead)  confidered 
fynonymous.  In  the  year  1652,  a high  court  of  juftice  (afterwards  called  Cromwell’s  flaughter- 
houfe,  from  the  numbers  of  bloody  fentences  pronounced  in  it)  was  inftituted  for  trying  rebels  and 
malign  ants,  which,  in  the  revolutionary  language  of  that  day,  meant  loyalijls  and  royalifis:  and  alfo 
for  the  trial  of  all  maflacres  and  murders,  committed  fmce  the  rft  of  OAober,  i64U  The  regi- 
cides brought  Phelim  O’Nial  to  trial  in  this  court,  hoping,  as  it  appeared  from  their  efforts,  to  affix 
upon  the  late  King,  _ the  odious  lligma  of  exciting  the  rebellion  : and  after  his  condemnation,  tliey 
offered  him  his  pardon  and  reftitution  of  his  eftate,  if  he  would  acknowledge  thd  genuinenefs  of  his 
commiffion.  But  Phelim  difdained  to  fave  his  life  by  a lie,  that  would  have  been  injurious  to  that 
unfortunate  prince  : but  he  replied  aloud,  that  in  order  to  draw  the  people  unto  him  (who  were 
therefore  loyal  in  their  difpofition)  he  took  an  old  feal  from  a deed,  and  put  it  to  a forged  commif- 
lion,  in  order  to  perfuade  them,  that  what  he  did  was  by  royal  authority.  But  that  he  never  had 
any  real  commiffion  from  the  King.  The  Bifhop  of  Kilmore  affured  Mr.  Carte,  that  he  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  execution,  and  heard  this  from  the  mouth  of  O’Nial. 

* Anfwer  to  Walfli : where  he  alfo  fays,  by  way  of  appeal  to  Ormond  himfelf,  Certainly  he 
“ efteemed  thofe  lefs  ill,  to  whom  he  fent  his  friends,  than  thofe  from  whom  he  fent  them.” 

•j-  The  conduft  of  the  leading  charafters  in  Ireland,  at  this  critical  period  of  the  Irifli  hlftory,  has 
been  uniformly  reprefented  in  falfe  colours,  by  all  our  liiftorians.  Not  only  hiftorical  praifes,  but 
royal  and  even  legiflative  rewards  have  been  laviflied  upon  the  moft  forward  in  the  fervice  of  the 
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“ principled:”  that  he  not  only  received  the  beforementioned  price  of  fur- 
rendering Dublin  and  the  fword  of  Rate  to  the  rebels,  but  the  Marchionefs  of 

Ormond 


parliament.  This  Lord  Broghill,  who  was  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Orrery,  adted  for  fome  time 
under  the  parliament,  till  lliocked  at  the  King’s  death,  he  quitted  the  fervice  of  his  regicide  matters, 
and  retired  to  Martlon,  a country  feat  he  had  in  Somerfetfliire.  There  he  formed  a defign  to  apply 
to  Charles  II.  for  a commiliion  to  adt  in  Ireland  for  the  reftoration  of  the  crown,  and  the  recovery 
of  his  own  property.  The  account  of  this  Lord  Broghill’s  devoting  himfelf  to  the  fervice  of  Crom- 
well, taken  from  his  Panegyrijl  rather  than  Biographer  (Mem.  of  the  Boyle  family,  1737,  p.  42.)  is 
fubmitted  to  the  reader,  as  a fpecimen  of  the  affedtion  and  loyalty  of  the  Iriih  Proteftants  of  that 
day,  to  the  caufe  of  the  unfortunate  Charles  I.  “ I have  heard  a certain  great  man,  who  khew  the 
“ world  perfedlly  well,  alfert,  that  a fccret  xvas  never  kepi  bp  three  perfuns.  His  Lordfhip  had  in- 
“ trufted  his  fccret  to  more  than  three  ; and  the  Committee  of  State,  who  fpared  for  no  money  to 
“ get  proper  intelligence,  being  foon  made  acquainted  with  his  whole  defign,  determined  to  pro- 
ceed  againft  him  with  the  utmoft  feverity.  Cromu'ell  was  at  that  time  General  of  the  Parliament 
forces,  and  a Member  of  the  Committee.  It  is  allowed  by  his  enemies,  that  this  wonderful  man 
knew  every  perfon  of  great  abilities  in  the  three  kingdoms  : he  was  confequently  no  flranger  to 
“ Lord  Broghill' s mexit  ■,  and  refledting  that  this  young  nobleman  might  be  of  great  ufe  to  him  in 
reducing  Ireland,  he  earneftly  entreated  the  Committee,  that  he  might  have  leave  to  talk  with 
‘‘  him,  and  endeavour  to  gain  him,  before  they  proceeded  to  extremities. — Having  with  great  dif- 
ficulty  obtained  this  permilTion,  he  immediately  difpatched  a gentleman  to  the  Lord  Broghill, 
" who  let  him  know  that  the  General,  his  ntajler,  intended  to  wait  vpon  him,  if  he  knew  at  what  how 
“ he  would  be  at  leifure.  The  Lord  Broghill  was  infinitely  furprized  at  this  melTage,  having  never 
“ had  the  lead;  acquaintance,  or  exchanged  a fingle  word  with  Cromtvell.  He  therefore  told  tltc 
“ gentleman,  that  he  prefumed  he  was  mifaken ; and  that  he  was  not  the  perfon  to  whom  the  General 
“ had  fent  him.  The  gentleman  readily  replied,  that  he  was  fent  to  the  Lord  Broghill ; and  there- 
fore  if  he  was  that  Lord,  that  he  was  fent  to  him.  His  Lordfliip  finding  there  was  no  miftake  in 
“ the  delivery  of  the  meffage,  confefled  that  he  was  the  Lord  Broghill:  he  defired  the  gentle- 
man  to  prefent  his  humble  duty  to  the  General,  and  to  let  him  know,  that  he  would  not  give  him 
“ the  trouble  to  come  to  him,  but  that  he  himfelf  would  wait  upon  his  Excellency,  if  he  knew  at  what 
hour  it  would  be  moft  proper  for  him  to  do  fo  ; and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  would  fay  at  home,  to 
“ receive  his  further  commands.  The  gentleman  replied,  that  he  would  return  dircftly  and  acquaint 
his  General  with  what  his  Lordjhip  faid.  The  Lord  Broghill,  in  the  mean  time,  was  under  a 
good  deal  of  concern,  at  what  Ihould  be  the  meaning  of  this  meffage.  He  never  once  fufpected 
that  his  defign  was  difeovered ; but  while  he  was  mufing  in  his  chamber  upon  what  had  paffed, 
and  expecting  the  return  of  the  gentleman,  he  faw  Cromzcell  himfelf,  to  his  great  furprife,  enter 
the  room.  When  fome  mutual  civilities  had  palled  between  them,  and  they  were  left  alone, 
“ Croynwcll  told  him  in  few  words,  that  the  Committee  of  State  were  apprized  of  his  defign  of  going 
“ over,  and  applying  to  Charles  Stuart _/o/-  a commifion  to  raife  forces  in  Ireland ; and  that  they  were 
“ determined  to  make  an  example  of  him,  if  he  himfelf  had  not  diverted  them  from  that  refolution. 
" The  Lord  Broghill  interrupted  him  here,  and  affured  him,  that  the  intelligence  the  Committee  had 
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Ormond  received,  during  the  whole  time  of  her  Lord’s  profcription,  30001. 
per  annum  by  favor  from  Cromwell. 

So  grofsly  inconhftent  with  the  late  peace  was  the  King’s  fubfcription  to 
the  covenant,  that  Ormond,  after  having  advifed  his  Majefty  to  take  it,  af- 
fe61ed  publicly  to  difcredit  the  report  of  his  having  taken  it.  The  confede- 
rates, however,  not  only  believed,  that  the  King  had  (as  the  fa6l  was)  debafed 
himfelf  and  betrayed  them  by  thus  covenanting  with  the  murderers  of  his 
father,  but  that  Ormond  had  approved  of  and  advifed  the  meafure.  Several 
of  them,  therefore,  together  with  a large  part  of  their  clergy,  alfembled  at 
James  Town  in  their  prefent  embarraffment,  and  mindful  of  the  refolution 
they  had  formerly  entered  into,  that  in  cafe  of  a breach  or  difavowal  of  the 
peace  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  or  his  Lieutenant,  they  would  return  to  their 

/ 

“ received  -was  falfe : that  he  ivas  neither  in  a capacity,  nor  had  any  inclination  to  raife  dijlurbances 
“ in  Ireland}  and  concluded  with  entreating  his  Excellency,  to  have  a kinder  opinion  of  him, 
” Cromwell,  inftead  of  making  any  reply,  drew  fome  papers  out  of  his  pocket,  which  were  the  co- 
“ pies  of  feveral  letters  the  Lord  Broghill  had  fent  to  thofe  perfons  in  whom  he  mofl:  confided,  and 
put  them  into  his  hands.  The  Lord  Broghill,  upon  the  perufal  of  tliefe  papers,  finding  it  was 
“ to  no  purpofe  to  dilTemble  any  longer,  afked  his  Excellency’s  pardon  for  what  he  had  faid,  re- 
“ turned  him  his  humble  thanks  for  his  proteftion  againft  the  Committee,  and  intreated  his  direc- 
" lions  how  he  ought  to  behave  in  fo  delicate  a conjundture.  Cromwell  told  him,  that  though  till 
“ this  thne  he  had  been  a ftranger  to  his  perfon,  he  was  not  fo  to  his  merit  and  charader ; that  he 
” had  heard  how  gallantly  his  Lordjhip  had  already  behaved  in  the  Irilli  wars  } and  therefore,  fince 
“ he  was  named  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  the  reducing  that  kingdom  was  now  became  his  pro- 
“ vince,  he  had  obtained  leave  of  the  Committee  to  offer  his  Lordfiip  the  command  of  a General  Of- 
" ficer,  if  he  would  ferve  in  that  war;  that  he  fiould  have  no  oaths  or  engagements  impofed  upon 
him,  nor  be  obliged  to  draw  his  fword  againjl  any  but  the  Irifli  rebels.  The  Lord  Broghill  was 
“ infinitely  furprifed  at  fo  generous  and  unexpeded  an  offer.  Ke  faw  himfelf  at  liberty  by  all  the 
“ rules  of  honor,  to  ferve  againfl  the  Irijh,  whofe  rebellion  and  barbarities  were  equally  detefied  by 
“ the  royal  party  and  the  Barliament.  He  defired,  however,  the  General  to  give  him  fome  time  to 
“ confider  of  what  had  been  propofed  to  him.  Cromwell  brilkly  told  him,  that  he  muft  come  to 
“ fome  refolution  that  very  infant  ; that  he  himfelf  was  returning  to  the  Committee,  who  were  fill 
“fitting;  and  if  his  Lordfiip  rejected  their  offer,  had  determined  to  fend  him  immediately  to  the 
“ Tower.  The  Lord  Broghill  finding  that  his  liberty  and  life  were  in  the  utmofl:  danger,  and 
“ charmed  with  tlie  franknefs  and  generofity  of  Cromwell's  behaviour,  gave  him  his  word  and  honor, 
“ that  he  would  faithfully  ferve  againft  the  Irijh  rebels.  Upon  which  Cromxcell  once  more  alfured 
“ him,  that  the  conditions  he  had  made  with  him  fhould  be  pundually  obferved  j and  then  or- 
“ dered  him  to  repair  immediately  to  Brifol,  to  which  place  forces  fliould  be  fent  him,  with  a fufii- 
cient  number  of  fillips  to  tranfport  them  into  Ireland.  He  added,  that  he  himfelf  would  foon 
“ follow  him  j and  was  as  good  as  his  word  in  every  particular." 
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original  confederacy,  as  the  llkelieft  means  to  hindei-their  people  from  clofing 
with  the  Parliament ; after  much  deliberation  it  was  determined,  that  the 
clergy  Ihould  endeavour,  by  ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  to  withdraw  all  perfons 
of  their  own  communion,  from  the  command  of  Ormond  : they  accordingly 
alTuming,  that  his  Lordlhip  would  now  publicly  promote,  as  he  had  ever  fe- 
cretly  favoured  the  covenanters,  publilhed  an  excommunication  againft  all 
fuch  Catholics,  as  Ihould  enlift  under,  feed,  help,  or  adhere  to  his  Excellency  ; 
or  alhft  him  with  men,  money,  or  any  other  fupplies  whatever  : but  left  their 
loyalty  to  their  conftitutional  monarch  fliould  be  fufpeded,  they  involved  in 
the  fame  fentence  of  excommunication  all  fuch  Catholics,  as  Ihould  adhere 
to  the  common  enemies  of  God,  their  King  and  country : or  ftiould  any 
ways  help,  aflift,  abet,  or  favor  them,  by  bearing  arms,  for  or  with  them. 
Whether  fear,  force,  or  corruption  induced  Charles  II.  to  this  bafe  adl,  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  a covenanting  independent  fovereign  is  not  that  conftitutional 
executive  magiftrate,  which  the  Irilh  nation  was  obliged  or  ought  to  obey. 
Under  the  then  exifting  circumftances,  the  obfervance  of  the  late  peace  was 
the  only  fecurity  for  their  religion,  liberty,  lives,  and  fortunes. 

When  Ormond  quitted  Ireland,  he  left  the  wrecks  of  his  wafted,  diffipated, 
and  bartered  powers  to  tlie  Earl  of  Clanrickard,  who  had  often  before  re- 
, monftrated  with  him  upon  thofe  meafures  of  his  government,  which  tended 
to  alienate  the  affedtions  of  the  nation  from  the  royal  caufe ; and  when  he 
received  the  government  from  Ormond,  he  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  impofii- 
bility  of  effedling  any  thing  eflentially  important  to  the  fervice  of  his  Royal 
Mafter.*  Although  the  King,  ftill  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  dared  not 
openly  avow  the  treaty  then  pending  Avith  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  to  re-eftablifti 
the  Royal  Authority  in  Ireland,  yet  he  did  all  he  privately  could  to  forward 
it,  and  afterwards,  when  he  was  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  he  wrotef  to 
his  Highnefs  from  Paris,  to  folicit  his  and  the  afliftance  of  other  Catholic 
Princes,  againft  their  and  his  own  enemies.  Nay,  even  Ormond,  as  he  had 
now  AvithdraAvn  himfelf  from  the  dangerous  fituation,  in  which  he  had  placed 
his  fucceflbr,  finding  his  once-favored  puritans  going  greater  lengths  than  he 

* The  account  which  Clanrickard  gives  of  the  date  of  Ireland,  on  the  12th  April,  1651,  is  an 
honorable  and  unqueftionable  proof  of  the  unlliaken  loyalty  of  the  nation,  in  the  laft  extreme. 
Clan.  Mem.  p.  24.  for  which,  vide  Appendix,  No,  XXXVI. 

t For  this  letter,  vid.  App.  No,  XXXVII. 
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perhaps  wifliecl  or  expe6led,  notwithftancling  his  horror  of  Popery,  did  not 
fcruple  to  recommend  the  fending  fitting  minificrs,  and  propofing  apt  induce- 
ments to  the  Pope  himfelf,  for  his  interpofition  with  Catholic  princes,  to  ena- 
ble the  King’s  Catholic  fubje6ls  of  Ireland  to  make  head  againft  the  rebels. 

It  has  been  the  general,  though  ungrateful  and  unwarrantable  pra6tice  of 
mofi:  of  our  authors,  to  brand  the  Irifli  nation  with  too  hafty  and  unneceflary 
fubmilfion  to  the  arms  of  Cromwell.  But  thefe  very  authors  relate  fa6ls  con- 
tradictory of  their  own  obloquy.  “ *The  Earl  of  Orrery  himfelf  (fays  P. 
“ Walfli)  is  a witnefs  beyond  exception,  that  the  Irilh  Catholics  were  the  laft  in 
“ the  three  kingdoms,  that  laid  down  their  arms,  and  gave  over  fighting  for  the 
“ royal  caufe.”  fPropofitions,  fays  Leland,  “ were  received  from  the  Par- 
“ liamentarian  General,  offering  them  (the  citizens  of  Limerick)  a free  exer- 
“ cife  of  their  religion,  the  enjoyment  of  their  eftates,  churches,  and  church 
“ livings  ; a free  trade  and  commerce,  without  any  garrifon  to  be  impofed 
“ upon  them,  provided  they  would  allow  his  forces  to  march  through  their 
“ city,  into  the  county  of  Clare.  The  citizens  rejected  thefe  propofitions.’':j: 
Which  it  may  he  obferved,  were  far  more  favorable  than  any,  that  had  been 
granted  or  even  promifed  to  them  by  the  king  or  his  lieutenant.  Whilfl  the 
general  affeinbly,  which  had  been  convened  by  Ormond  himfelf,  was  ftill 
fitting  at  Loughrea,  after  his  departure,  under  full  fubmiffion  to  his  fucceffor 
the  Earl  of  Clanrickard,  the  regicides  made  very  favorable  overtures  to  them 
for  an  accommodation.  “ The  confequence  of  it  Avas,  fays  Carte,  an  excom- 
“ munication  denounced  by  the  bilhops,  and  a proclamation  iflued  out  by 
“ the  deputy,  upon  the  advice  of  the  affeinbly,  againft  all  perfons  that  either 
“ ferved  in  the  army  of  the  rebels,  or  entertained  any  treaty  Avith,  or  made 

* Reply  to  a perfoa  of  quality,  p.  50. 

3 Lei.  370. 

X The  only  difpofition  that  appeared  in  any  part  of  the  nation  to  favor  the  rebels,  was  in  the  rea- 
dinefs  of  the  peafantry  to  fupply  their  camp  with  provilions.  For  Cromwell  iflued  a proclamationj 
forbidding  any  of  his  army,  under  pain  of  death,  to  hurt  any  of  the  inhabitants,  or  take  any  thing 
from  them  without  paying  for  it  in  ready  money : and  under  this  proclamation,  he  ordered  two 
foldiers  to  be  hanged  in  the  face  of  the  army,  for  having  ftolen  two  hens  from  an  Irifh  cottager. 
Under  this  lecurity  and  the  fnife  alfurances  of  his  officers,  that  they  were  fighting  for  the  libertie.s 
ot  the  Commons,  and  that  every  body  Ihould  thereafter  enjoy  his  own  religion  and  property  in  free- 
dom, his  camp  was  conflantly  better  fupplied  than  the  army  of  Ormond,  whofe  paffage  through  their 
country  was  more  dreaded  by  the  peafantry,  than  that  of  a raoft  ferocious  enemy : fuch  ever  had 
.been  his  rapine,  e.\tortion,  and  opprelfion. 
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any  fubmiffion  to  tliem,  declaring  them  guilty  of  high  treafon  and  punitli- 
“ able  with  death,  linlefs  within  21  days  they  quitted  the  fervice  and  left  off 
“ all  communication  with  the  rebels.’*  The  Irifli  not  only  fuffered  for  their 
determined  and  feverely  tried  loyalty  to  the  royal  caufe,  but  more  particu- 
larly for  the  perfonal  bravery  and  intrepidity,  with  which  they  ufed  their 
arms  in  its  defence,  of  which  Dr.  Warner  gives  this  honorahle  teftimony,  in 
the  inllance  of  the  brave  defenders  of  Drogheda  againft  Cromwell,  at  the 
head  of  10,000  men  and  a well  appointed  battering  artillery.  “ *0n  the  Qth 
“ of  September,  the  fummons  having  been  rejedted,  Cromwell  began  to  bat- 
“ ter  the  place,,  and  continuing  fo  to  do  till  the  next  day  in  the  evening,  the 
“ affault  was  made,  and  his  men  twice  repulfed  with  great  bravery : but  in 
“ the  3d  attack,  which  he  led  himfelf,  Colonel  Wall  being  killed  at  the  head 
“ of  his  regiment,  his  men  were  fo  difmayed,  that  they  fubmitted  to  the  ene- 
‘‘  my  offering  them  quarter  fooner  than  they  need  to  have  done,  and  thereby 
“ betrayed  themfelves  and  their  fellow  foldiers  to  the  flaughter.  The  place 
was  immediately  taken  by  ftorm  : and  though  his  officers  and  foldiers  had 
“ promifed  quarter  to  all  that  would  lay  down  their  arms,  yet  Cromwell  or- 
“ dered  that  no  quarter  thould  be  given,  and  none  was  given  accordingly. 
“ The  flaughter  continued  all  that  day  and  the  next,  and  the  governor  and 
“ four  colonels  were  killed  in  cool  blood  : which  extraordinary  Jeverity,  fays 
“ Ludlow,  with  a coolnefs  not  becoming  a man,  I prefume  was  ufed  to  dif- 
“ courage  others  from  making  oppoftion”  And  fpeaking  of  the  taking  of 
Wexford,  which  was  betrayed  by  Colonel  Strafford,  whom  Ormond  had  made 
governor  of  the  caftle,  he  fays,  that  “ "fTthe  flaughter  was  almoft  as  great  as 
“ that  of  Drogheda.”  A modern  portrait  has  been  given  of  the  flate  of  Ire- 
land during  this  calamitous  period,  with  a view  to  promote  it’s  union  with 
Crreat  Britain,  in  which  truth  and  refemblance  have  been  too  grofsly  facri- 


* Warn.  Hifl.  Reb.  470. 

f Ib.  p.  476.  The  Marquis  of  Ormond  in  his  letter  to  the  king  and  Lord  Byron,  fays,  that  on 
this  occafion,  Cromwell  exceeded  himfelf,  and  any  tiling  he  had  ever  heard  of  in  breach  of  faith 
and  bloody  inhumanity  : and  that  the  cruelties  exercifed  there  for  five  days  after  the  town  was 
“ taken,  would  make  as  many  feveral  pi6tures  of  inhumanity,  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of 
Martyrs,  or  in  the  relation  of  Amboyna.”  2.  C.  Orm.  84.  Pity  it  was  that  Ormond  had  not 
been  as  prompt  to  check  the  progrefs  of  Cromwell  with  his  fword,  as  he  was  to  deferibe  his  inhu- 
manity with  his  pen. 
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his  fubjedion,  bids  bold  defiance  to  aftonifiiment.*  It  would  have  been  an 
aS;  of  grofs  injiijiice  on  the  part  of  the  king,  to  have  overlooked  the  interejis 
of  Cromwell' s foldiers  and  adventurers,  who  had  been  put  mto  pojjejjion  of  the 
conjifeated  lands  in  Ireland. 

Of  all  the  leading  men  in  Ireland,  who  had  given  the  moft  virulently 
into  the  ufurpation,  Avere  Lord  Broghill,  and  Sir  Charles  Coote:  they  during 
the  whole  interregnum  v^ere  prefidents  of  Munfter  and  Connaught;  they 
had  been  the  occafion  of  taking  away  more  lives  in  cold  blood  from  the 
year  l6ll,  than  any  other  men  in  Ireland,  if  we  except  the  orders  of  Crom- 
vell  at  Drogheda  and  Wexford:  but  no  fooner  did  they  perceive  the  turn 
of  the  fcale  in  favor  of  royalty,  than  they  became  as  prominent  in  their 
offers  to  Charles,  as  they  had  been  zealous  in  their  fervices  to  Cromwell: 
and  Charles  in  the  full  glow  of  his  family  pafiion  for  rewarding  his 
enemies,  created  Broghill  Earl  of  Orrery,  and  Coote  Earl  of  Montrath', 
and  appointed  them  lords  jufiices  of  Ireland. f Sir  Maurice  Euftace  (an 
old  and  particular  friend  of  the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  fays  Carte)  was  at 
the  fame  time  made  lord  high  chancellor.  By  the  advice,  management,  and 
contrivance  of  thefe  four  perfons,  (all  determined  enemies  to  the  Irifii  Ca- 
tholics) was  the  whole  fettlement  of  that  kingdom  conducted.  Commif- 
fioners  were  fent-by  this  party  to  the  king  to  forward  their  grand  defign, 
which  was  to  call  a new  parliament,  into  'which  no  Catholic  either  peer 
or  commoner  fiiould  be  admitted,  in  which  fliould  be  granted  a general 
pardon  and  indemnity  to  all  Proteftants:  and  in  which  all  the  Cromwellians 
fhould  be  fecured  in  their  poffeffions,  and  the  Irifli  effe6tually  prevented  from 
recovering  their  eftates.  The  parliament  which  was  convened  was  fo  con- 
ftitutcd,'J:  as  to  command  by  a moft  decided  majority  whatever  meafure 

* Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Clare  on  the  1 0th  of  February,  1800,  p.  17. 

t “ Thefe  two  earls  had  been,  fays  Clarendon,  eminently  againft  the  king : but  upon  this  turn, 
“ when  all  other  powers  were  down,  were  eminently  for  him.  But  the  king  had  not  then  power 
“ to  chufe  any  againft  whom  fome  as  material  objeftions  might  not  be  made.  With  them  there 
“ were  too  many  others,  upon  whom  honours  were  conferred  j upon  fome,  that  they  might  do  na 
“ harm,  who  were  thereby  enabled  to  do  tlie  more.”  Clar.  Life,  2 v.  p.  2ig.  Clarendon  (to  his 
own  coft  ultimately)  was  a warm  encourager  of  this  Stuart  principle. 

J This  Houfe  of  Commons  confided  of  2C0  members,  of  which  all  but  64  were  burgelTes:  and 
Cromwell  had  filled  all  the  corporations  throughout  the  kingdom,  infomuch  that  they  were  then  all 
of  his  party  and  fpirit.  In  the  Houfe  of  Peers  there  were  about  twenty-one  Catholic  peers  and 
feventy-two  Proteftant  peers,  befides  twenty-four  bifhops  : their  lift  as  it  flood  in  1688  may  be  feen 
App.  No.  XXXIX. 
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might  be  propofed  for  carrying  thefe  expedients  into  effect:  but  in  order 
the  more  furely  to  effedtuate  their  purpofe,  and  to  prevent  even  a debate 
on  the  queftion,  all  Catholic  members,  though  not  at  that  time  difqualified 
to  fit  and  vote  in  parliament,  were  excluded  by  the  felf  affumed  power  of 
each  houfe:  the  commons  having  paffed  a refolution  “ that  no  member 
“ iliould  be  qualified  to  fit  in  their  houfe,  but  fuch  as  had  taken  the  oaths 
“ of  allegiance  and  fupremacy;”  and  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  peers 
(Bramhall,  archbilhop  of  Armagh)  having  propofed  a refolution  which  paffed 
their  houfe  “ that  all  the  members  thereof  fliould  receive  the  facrament 
“ of  the  Lord’s  Supper  from  his  grace’s  own  hands.”  With  the  like  view 
of  preventing  the  Irifli  Catholics  from  fending  over  agents  to  England 
to  oppofe  or  counterad  the  Rate  commiffioners  as  they  were  then  called, 
who  were  foliciting  the  Englifh  parliament  to  except  the  Irifli  Catholics 
out  of  the  aft  of  oblivion  and  general  pardon,  the  convention  at  Dublin 
put  in  execution  all  the  fevere  laws  and  ordinances  made  by  the  Ufiirper; 
by  which  the  Catholics  were  prevented  from  going  from  one  province  to 
another,  to  tranfaft  their  bufmefs,  fuch  as  had  the  more  confiderable  eflates 
were  imprifoned,  all  their  letters  to  and  from  the  capital  were  intercepted : 
the  gentry  were  forbidden  to  meet,  and  were  thereby  deprived  of  the  means 
of  agreeing  upon  agents  to  take  care  of  their  interelis,  and  of  an  opportunity 
to  reprefent  their  grievances  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  The  ftale  device  of 
contriving  new  Popifli  confpiracies  and  rebellions  was  reforted  to,  in  order 
to  alarm  the  Englifli  parliament  into  the  meafiire  of  excluding  the  Irilh 
Catholics  from  the  general  pardon,  and  quieting  pofleffipns  in  Ireland; 
Charles  publiflied  a proclamation  for  apprehending  and  profecuting  all  Irijh 
7'ebels,  (a  term  now^  generally  adopted  as  fynonymous  with  Irijh  Catholics) 
and  commanding,  that  adventurers,  foldiers,  and  others  who  were  poffefled 
of  auy  lands,  fliould  not  be  difturbed  in  their  poffeffions,  until  legally  evifted, 
or  his  majefty,  by  advice  of  parliament,  fliould  take  further  order  therein. 
Carte,  Leland,  and  indeed  all  our  hiftorians  agree,  that  the  moft  aggravated, 
extravagant,  and  unfounded  reports  againft  the  Irifli,  were  brought  to  Eng- 
land, and  there  received  with  the  utinoll  avidity,,  and  circulated  with  every 
accumulation  of  inventive  felfiflinefs  and  malice,  by  incredible  numbers  of 
projeftors,  fuitors,  fufferers,  claimants,  folicitors,  pretenders,  and  petitioners 
who  thronged  the  court,  and  looked  to  the  Irifli  forfeitures  as  the  fure  fund 
for  realizing  their  various  fpeculations.  Such  however  was  the  efteft  pro- 
duced by  thefe  manoeuvres  or  other  means,  which  have  now  efcaped  the 
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eye  of  the  public,  that  when  the  ftate  commiffioners  from  Ireland  petitioned 
both  houfes  of  parliament  in  England  to  exclude  the  Irilh  Catholics  from 
the  general  indemnity,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  oppofed  it,  alledging,  tlutt 
his  majejiy  had  refei'ved  the  cognizance  of  that  matter  to  hinifelf  though  it 
were  notorious,  that  the  king  but  fome  days  before  in  his  fpeech  to  par- 
liament had  informed  them,  “ that  he  expeded  (in  relation  to  the  Irifh) 
“ they  would  have  a care  of  his  honour,  and  of  the  promife  he  had  made 
“ them.”*  And  they  were  accordingly  excluded,  to  their  ruin,  the  ex- 
ultation and  triumph  of  their  enemies,  and  the  aftonifliment  of  all  impartial 
men.  Ormond  refumed  the  government  of  Ireland,  and  by  him  were  framed 
and  fettled  the  king’s  declaration,  the  ads  of  fettlement  and  explanation, 
and  by  him  was  made  out  the  lift  of  the  perfons  excepted  by  name'j'  out 
of  the  ruinous  effeds  of  the  ad  of  fettlement.  By  him  was  recommended 
the  Court  of  Claims,  and  under  his  influence  were  appointed  the  firtl  members 
of  it,  whofe  interefted  partiality  and  corruption,  became  too  rank  even 
for  their  patron  to  countenance.  He  then  fubftituted  men  of  real  refped- 
ability  to  fill  their  places,  but  fo  ftinted  them  in  their  time  for  going  through 
the  claims  of  the  difpofl'elfed  proprietors,  (notwithftanding  the  few  cafes 
under  which  their  innocency  could  be  admitted)  that  when  they  applied 
for  an  enlargement  of  time  in  order  to  go  through  feveral  thoufands  of 
unheard  claims,  Ormond  oppofed  the  application,  and  rejeded  a claufe  in 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  thefe  unheard  claimants..}:  Under  thefe  different 
circumftances,  the  reprefentation  of  this  whole  tranfadion  made  by  the 
higheft  legal  authority  in  the  laft  parliament  of  Ireland  is  the  more  Angular, 
as  it  immediately  followed  an  opinion,  that  Cromwell’s  condud  in  Ireland 

* Viz.  Explicitly  from  Breda  through  the  Marquis  of  Ormond.  “ That  he  would  perform  all 
" grants  and  conceflions  which  he  had  either  made  or  promifed  them  by  tliat  peace  : and  which  as 
“ he  had  new  infrances  of  their  loyalty  and  affedtion  to  him,  be  Ihould  ftudy  rather  to  enlarge,  than 
“ diminilh  or  infringe  in  the  leaft  degree.” 

f They  are  about  500  in  all  3 they  being  the  leaders  of  the  noxious  party,  their  merit  takes  ofl'  the 
guilt  of  the  reft  who  fuftered. 

X So  fenfible  was  Ormond  at  this  time  of  the  injuftice  he  was  working  againft  his  countrymen, 
whom  he  hated  on  account  of  their  religion,  that  he  tlius  exprefled  himfelf  on  the  fubjedt  to  Cla- 
rendon : (C.O.  2 vol.)  “If  you  look  upon  the  compofition  of  this  council  and  parliament,  you 
“ will  not  think  it  probable,  that  the  fettlement  of  Ireland  can  be  made  with  much  favour  or  indeed 
“ reafonable  regard  to  the  Irifti.  If  it  be,  it  will  not  pafs : and  if  it  be  not,  we  muft  look  for  all  the 
“ clamour  that  can  be  raifed  by  undone  men.”  The  ingratitude  and  injuftice  of  this  condudt  to 
the  Irifli  was  too  glaring  for  Ormond  not  to  wilh  to  tlirow  the  odium  of  it  upon  his  creatures. 
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■was  effeiitially  advantageous  to  the  Britifli  empire.”  “ But,”  fays  his  lordfliip, 
admitting’  the  principle  of  this  declaration  in  its  fulleft  extent,  it  is 
“ impoffible  to  defend  the  a6ts  of  fettlement  and  explanation,  by  which  it 
“ was  carried  into  effedl.”* 

“ The  act  of  fettlement  profelfes  to  have  for  its  object,  the  execution  of 
“ his  majelty’s  gracious  declaration  for  the  fettlement  of  his  kingdom  of 
“ Ireland,  and  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  feveral  interefts  of  adventurers,  foldiers, 

“ and  other  his  fubjedts  there;  and  after  reciting  the  rebellion,  the  enor- 
“ mities  committed  in  the  progrefs  of  it,  and  the  final  redudtion  of  the 
“ rebels,  by  the  king’s  Englilh  and  Proteftant  fubjefts,  by  a general  fweeping 
“ claufe  veils  in  the  king,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  all  eftates  real  and  per-  > 
“ fonal,  of  every  kind  whatfoever  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  which  at 
“ any  time  from  the  2111  of  Odlober,  1041,  were  feized  or  fequeftered  into 
“ the  hands,  or  to  the  ufe  of  Charles  I.  or  the  then  king,  or  otherwife 
“ difpofed  of,  fet  out  or  fet  apart,  by  reafon  or  on  account  of  the  rebellion, 
“ or  w'hich  w'ere  allotted,  affigned,  or  diftributed,  to  any  perfon  or  perfons 
“ for  adventures,  arrears,  reprifals,  or  otherwife,  or  whereof  any  foldier, 
“ adventurer,  or  other  perfon  w^as  in  polfeffion,  for  or  on  account  of  the 
“ rebellion.  And  having  thus,  in  the  firft  inftance,  vefted  three  fourths 
of  the  lands  and  p.erfonal  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  illand  in 
“ the  king,  commiffioners  are  appointed  w’ith  full  and  exclufive  authority, 
“ to  hear  and  determine  all  claims  upon  the  general  fund,  wdiether  of  officers 
“ and  foldiers  for  arrears  of  pay,  of  adventurers  who  had  advanced  money 
“ for  carrying  on  the  war,  or  of  innocent  Papifts,  as  they  are  called,  in 
“ other  words,  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  who  had  been  difpolfelfed 
“ by  Cromwell,  not  for  having  taking  a part  in  the  rebellion  againlt*  the 
“ Englilh  crown,  but  for  their  attachment  to  the  fortunes  of  Charles  II. ; 
“ but  w'ith  refpeft  to  this  clafs  of  fufiferers,  who  might  naturally  have  ex- 
“ peeled  a preference  of  claim,  a claufe  is  introduced,  by  which  they  are 
“ poftponed  after  a decree  of  innocence  by  the  commiffioners,  until  previous 
“ reprifal  fiiall  be  made  to  Cromwell’s  foldiers  and  adventurers,  who  had 
“ obtained  poffeflion  of  their  inheritance.  I Avill  not  detain  the  houfe 
“ with  a minute  detail  of  the  provifions  of  this  adt:  but  I with  gentlemen,  who 
“ call  themfelves  the  dignified  and  independent  Irilli  nation,  to  know,  that 

* Speech  of  Lord  Clare, 
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“ feven  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  land  were  fet  out,  under 
“ the  autliority  of  this  aft,  to  a mottley  crew  of  Englifh  adventurers,  civil 
“ and  military,  nearly  to  the  total  exclufion  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the 
“ illand.  IMany  of  the  latter  clafs,  who  were  innocent  of  the  rebellion,  loft 
“ their  inheritance,  as  well  from  the  difficulties  impofed  upon  them  by  the 
‘‘  court  of  claims,  in  the  proofs  required  of  their  innocence,  as  from  a 
deficiency  in  the  fund  for  reprifal  to  Englilh  adventurers,  arifing  princi- 
‘‘  pally  from  a profufe  grant  made  by  the  crown  to  the  Duke  of  York. 

“ The  parliament  of  Ireland,  having  made  this  fettlement  of  the  ifland  in 
“ cftedt  on  themfelves,  granted  an  hereditary  revenue  to  the  crown,  as  an 
“ indemnity  for  the  forfeitures  thus  relinquithed  by  Charles  II.” 

Certain  it  is,  that  ftrong  prepofleflions  are  entertained  by  many  to  this  day, 
in  favour  of  Ormond  and  his  conduft  both  to  the  king  and  his  countrymen. 
Hiftorical  juftice  can  judge  only  from  fafts  either  fatisfaftorily  proved, 
or  admitted  on  all  hands.  We  have  traced  his  conduft  up  to  the‘  prefent 
period.  When  the  fympathy  and  juftice  of  his  royal  mafter  balanced  be> 
tween  the  claims  of  the  Englilh  Proteftants,  and  the  Irifii  Catholics,  Or- 
mond’s efforts  to  bias  the  king  in  favour  of  the  former,  could  not  fail  to  be 
fuccefsful  with  a Stuart,  becaufe  the  latter  had  been  ever  faithful  to  his 
interefts,  and  the  former  had  been  the  avowed  enemies  of  himfelf  and  family. 
So  far  was  Ormond  from  having  fuffered  by  thefe  rebellions,  infurreftions, 
or  civil  wars  in  Ireland,  that  we  read  in  a letter  from  the  Earl  of  Anglefey* 
to  the  Earl  of  Caftlehaven,  publilhed  in  the  latter’s  memoirs  during  Ormond’s 
own  life  (A.  D. l68l);  “that  his  grace  (he  was  then  raifed  to  the  dignity 
“ of  a duke)j'  and  his  family,  by  the  forfeiture  and  punifiiment  of  the  Irilli, 

■were 


* This  authority  is  the  ftronger  by  how  much  the  intimacy  and  friencllliip  of  Lord  v^nglefey  were 
the  greater  for  Ormond  j and  we  are  informed  byLeland,  after  Carte,  that  when  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham was  endeavouring  to  fupplant  Ormond  in  the  king’s  favour,  and  made  overtures  to  the  Earl 
-of  Anglefey  for  that  purpofe,  the  earl  rejedted  thefe  overtures  with  indignation,  and  gave  Ormond 
notice  of  the  defigns  formed  againft  him.  3 Lcl.  p.  453.  It  will  however,  be  candid  to  apprize  the 
reader  of  what  Ormond  hihafelf  had  to  offer  in  juftification  of  his  own  condudf,  which  he  has  done 
in  the  letter  he  wrote  to  his  majefty,  with  his  reafon  for  quitting  the  government  of  Ireland,  for 
which  fee  the  App.  No.  XL. 

i'  An  anonymous  writer  in  1674,  in  a pamphlet  called  the  Unkind  Deferter,  afferted,  that 
“ Ormond’s  eftate  before  the  war  cleared  but  7000I.  per  annum,  it  was  fo  heavily  charged  with 
annuities  and  leafes,  but  that  it  was  worth  40,000l.  per  annum,  and  that  it  was  at  that  time 

“ (1674) 
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“ were  the  greateft  gainers  of  tlie  kingdom,  and  had  added  to  their  inhe- 
“ ritance  vaft  fcopes  of  land,  and  a revenue  three  times  greater  than  wliat  his 
“ paternal  eftate  was  before  the  rebellion,  and  that  moft  of  his  encreafe 
“ was  out  of  their  eftates,  Avho  adhered  to  the  peaees  of  1616,  and  1048, 
“ or  ferved  under  his  majefty’s  enfigns  abroad.”*  During  the  remainder 
of  Charles’s  reign,  many  malicious  attempts  were  made  to  higmatize  the 
Irilh  with  frelh  rebellions:  which  always  ferved  as  pretexts  for  enforcing  the 
execution  of  the  penal  laws  againft  the  Catholics.'l'  Ormond  Avas  Avorked 
out  of  favour  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  the  Earl  ot 

" (1674)  clofe  upon  80,000l.  per  annum.  Now  the  firft  part  of  his  new  great  revenues,  is  the 
“ king’s  grant  of  all  thofe  lands  of  his  own  eftates  which  were  leafed  or  mortgaged:  the  reft  were 
“ grants  of  other  men’s  eftates  and  other  gifts  of  his  majefty.  His  gifts  and  grants  are  thought  to 

amount  to  630,0001.”  p.  i6l-2.  All  thefe  gifts  were  confirmed  by  parliament.  The  printer  of 
this  pamphlet  was  imprifoned  at  the  fuit  of  Ormond,  but  no  anfwer  to  it  was  ever  attempted. 

* From  whence  his  lordftiip  juftly  concluded,  “ that  his  grace  could  not  have  been  very  fincere 
“ in  making  either  of  thefe  peaces  with  the  Irifh : but  that  whatever  moved  him  thereto,  whether 

companion,  natural  affeiftion,  or  any  thing  elfe,  he  was  in  judgment  and  confcience  againft 
“ them:  and  fo  has  he  fince  appeared  and  hath  advantage  by  their  laying  afide.”  Ca/t.  Mem. 
ubi  fiipra. 

j-  Ormond,  who  probably  was  confcious  of  the  king’s  difpofition'  and  fecret  wilhes  to  favour  the 
Catholics,  did  all  he  could  to  raife  divifions  amongft  tliem,  by  dividing  the  clergy  upon  a puncti- 
lious form  of  oath,  by  which  it  was  then  in  contemplation  to  allow  the  Catholics  to  exprefs  their 
allegiance  to  their  fovereign.  The  declaration  of  the  great  body  of  the  clergy,  which  Ormond 
rejedted,  may  be  feen  in  the  App.  No,_XLI.  Not  contented  with  the  indignant  rejedtion  of  the 
clergy’s  remonftrance,  he  ordered  them  to  difperfe,  and  foon  after  banilhed  them  out  of  the  nation ; 
and  fo  rigoroufty  was  this  eftedled,  that  when  Ormond  quitted  the  government,  there  were  only 
three  Catholic  biftiops  remaining  in  the  kingdom  j two  of  them  were  bedridden,  and  the  third  kept 
himfelf  concealed.  If  the  public  condudt  of  great  men  may  be  fometimes  traced  to  their  private 
feelings  and  palTions,  it  may  here  be  proper  to  inform  the  reader,  that  Walfti  (the  hiftorian)  who 
was  an  apoftate  Francifcan  friar,  then  under  the  interdidt  or  excommunication  of  his  own  billiop, 
was  the  particular  favourite,  creature,  and  "penfioner  of  Ormond  : that  Walfli  was  the  moft  violent 
oppofer  of  Talbot,  the  titular  archbifnop  of  Dublin,  and  the  reft  of  the  petitioning  and  remonftrant 
clergy : that  Talbot  was  the  brother  of  Colonel  Richard  Talbot,  (afterwards  Earl  of  Tyrconnel)  who 
had  been  fent  to  the  tower  in  London,  for  having  challenged  Ormond  for  duplicity  of  condudt  in 
relation  to  the  Irifh  Catholics,  an  agent  for  whom  the  colonel  was;  Ormond  in  complaining  to  the 
king,  afked  his  majefty,  if  it  were  his  pleafure  that  at  this  time  of  day  he  fhould  put  oft'his  doublet  to 
fight  duels  with  Dick  Talbot.  This  condudt  of  Ormond  towards  Talbot,  did  not  much  raife  the 
duke  in  the  eftimation  or  affedtion  of  his  countrymen.  And  the  king,  who  by  dying  in  the  Catho- 
lic communion,  has  proved  to  pofterity,  that  he  was  long  before  favourably  difpofed  towards  his 
Catholic  fubjedts,  could  not  much  relifh  this  feverity  of  Ormond  towards  them. 
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Orrery : he  was  firft  fucceeded  by  Lord  Robarts,  and  then  the  Earl  of  Effex:'* 
and  was  at  laft  taken  again  into  the  favour  of  his  fovereign,  and  reftored  to 
the  government  of  Ireland,  which  he  retained  till  the  demife  of  Charles 
IL ; though  this  king  a very  fliort  time  before  his  death,  had  intimated 
to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  his  intention  of  fending  over  the  Earl  of  Ro- 
chefter  to  alfume  the  government  in  his  ftead  : his  grace’s  removal  was  one  of 
the  fil’d  a6ls  of  his  fucceffor,  James  II. 

* Whilft  this  nobleman  was  lord  lieutenant  in  1674,  he  thus  exprcffed  himfelf  upon  the  fubjeft 
of  Ormond’s  gains  by  the  rebellions  : My  Lord  Duke  of  Ormond  has  received  above  300,0001. 

“ in  this  kingdom,  befides  all  his  great  places  and  emoluments,  and  I am  fure  the  lofl'es  of  his  pri- 
vate  eftates,  have  not  been  equal  to  thofe  I have  fuffered  (in  the  preceding  civil  war,)  and  yet  he 
isfo  happy  as  no  exception  is  taken  to  it;  (St.  Let.  p.2i3.^ 
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CHAPTER  VL 

THE  REIGN  OF  JAMES  THE  SECOND. 

\ 

TThE  fliort  reign  of  this  unfortunate  monarch  was  pregnant  with  events  of 
the  deepeft  importance  to  the  Irilli  nation.  That  the  joy  and  exultation  of 
the  Irifli  Catholics  at  the  acceffion  of  a Catholic  prince  to  the  throne  fliould 
be  exceffive  and  even  intemperate  was  to  be  expedled.  The  turn  of  the  fcale 
of  politics  in  this  kingdom  was  rapid  and  complete.  However  differently  the 
few  years  of  James' the  fecond’s  reign  are  reprefented  by  our  own  and  the  Irifli 
hiftorians,  great  allowances  mufi:  be  made  for  the  violence  of  thofe  party  pre- 
poffeffions,  under  which  they  have  both  written.*  I fliall  advert  folely  to 

* The  great  book  of  authority  which  our  authors  look  up  to,  and  of  which  the  Irith  loudly  com- 
plain, is.  The  Jlateof  the  Protejiants  of  Ireland  under  the  late  king  J ames' s government , in  irhich  their 
carriage  towards  him  is  jujlified,  and  the  ahfolute  necejjity  of  their  endeavouring  to  be  freed  from  his 
government,  and  of  fulnnitting  to  their  prefent  tnajefies  is  demonf  rated.  It  was  written,  as  by  the 
title  fufficiently  appears  immediately  after  the  revolution,  to  make  court  to  King  William,  and  is 
attributed  to  Doftor  King,  who  was  made  Bitliop  of  Derry  in  iGgo,  and  tranllated  to  the  fee  of 
Dublin  in  1702.  Do6tor  Lefley,  the  famous  Proteftant  divine,  wrote  an  anfwer  to  this  book,  in 
which  he  proves  moft  of  Do6tor  King’s  charges  to  be  either  abfolutely  falfc  or  grofsly  exaggerated. 
Leflie’s  anfwer  was  never  replied  to,  and  by  the  turn  of  politics  it  was  fupprelTed  even  in  the  firfl; 
edition,  whereas  Dr.  King's  has  gone  through  feveral  editions.  It  is  curious  to  attend  to  what 
Swift  has  faid  ofDr.  Lefley,  who  was  a firm  non-juror.  Swift  was  as  little  difpofed  to  favor  Popery 
or  Papifts,  as  Puritans  or  Republicans,  (Swift’s  Preface  to  Burnet's  Introduliion  to  his  Hijioiy  of 
the  Rrformation) . “ Without  doubt  Mr.  Lefley  is  unhappily  milled  in  his  politics:  but  he  has 

“ given  the  world  fuch  a proof  of  his  foundnefs  in  religion,  as  many  a bilhop  ought  to  be  proud  of. 
“ I never  faw  the  gentleman  in  my  life  : I know  he  is  the  fon  of  a great  prelate,  who  upon  feveral 
“ accounts,  v/as  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  men  of  his  age,  I verily  believe  he  a6ted  from  a 
miftaken  confcience  (in  refufing  to  fwear  allegiance  to  King  William)  and  therefore  I difiinr 
“ guiflr  between  the  principles  and  the  perfon.  However  it  is  fome  mortification  to  me,  when  I 
“ fee  an  avowed  non-juror  contribute  more  to  the  confounding  of  Popery,  than  could  ever  be  done 
“ by  an  hundred  thoufand  fuch  introdu6tions.”  It  fliould  alfo  be  added,  that  Dr.  King  had  been 
before  the  revolution  in  favor  with  James,  and  had  expreffed  fentiments  of  thei^fiaunchefl  toryifm  : 
but  on  being  detefted  in  a correfpondence  with  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  northern  rebels,  was 
committed  to  prifon  : from  whence  he  was  difeharged  upon  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Herbert’s  under- 
taking to  anfwer  for  his  loyalty  to  King  James  ; at  which  his  lordfhip  was  afterwards  much  vexed, 
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iincontroverted  fafts.  The  earl  of  Clarendon  fucceeded  Ormond,  but  he 
was  probably  too  firmly  attached  to  the  Proteftant  Intereft,  to  give  as  largely 
into  King  James’ meafures,  as  was  agreeable  to  the  defigns  of  the  court.* 
His  inftriidions  clearly  befpoke  the  king’s  intention  of  introducing  Catholics 
into  corporations,  and  invefting  them  with  magiftracies  and  judicial  offices  : 
and  being  called  upon  by  his  inftru6lions  to  give  his  opinion  upon  the  lega- 
lity of  the  meafure,  he  exprefl’ed  his  readinefs  to  comply  with  his  majef- 
ty’s  commands  herein,  although  contrary  to  the  a6t  of  Elizabeth,  which  di- 
rected, that  all  civil  and  temporal  officers,  as  well  as  ecclefiaftical,  lliould  take 
the  oath  of  fupremacy.  The  army  was,  however,  foon  filled  with  Catholic 
officers,  the  Bench  with  Catholic  judges,  (except  three  who  retained  their 
feats)  the  corporations  with  Catholic  members,  and  the  counties  with  Catho- 
lic ffieriffs  and  magiftrates.  And  the  Earl  of  Tyrconnel  was  appointed  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army,  independent  of  the  lord  lieutenant.  On 
the  very  rumour  of  thefe  changes  and  appointments,  alarm  and  confteraation 
fell  upon  the  whole  Proteftant  part  of  the  kingdom  ; and  moft  of  the  traders 
and  others,  whofe  fortunes  could  be  transferred,  fled  from  a country,  in 
which  they  expeCled  a fpeedy  eftablifliment  of  Popery,  and  a general 
tranfmutation  of  property.  Clarendon  and  moft  of  the  Proteftant  party 
complained  of  the  overbearing  confidence  and  prefumption  of  Tyrconnel 
and  the  Catholics,  by  whom,  in  fome  inftances,  their  newly  acquired  power 
and  influence  were  imprudently  exercifed.  The  Catholics,  now  feeling 
themfelves  fecure  atf  lead  in  the  freedom  of  their  religion,  prevailed  on 
Tyrconnel  to  go  to  England  in  order  to  bring  over  the  king  to  their 

Hence  his  frequent  complaints  of  his  majefty's  want  of  confidence  in  him,  ‘',1  fliall  be  able 
" to  do  the  king  more  or  lefs  fervice  here,  according  to  the  credit  and  countenance  the  world  finds 
" I have  from  his  majefty.”  And  “ certainly  it  would  not  be  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king’s  fervice 
“ to  have  the  chief  governor  a little  confulted  with,  {State  Letters,  Wol.  1 14)  In  the  fame 
letter  to  the  lord  treafurer  : he  fays,  “ His  majefty  knows  that  I will,  as  well  as  muft  obey  him.” 
It  appears  however  that  the  moft  alarming  effedts  were  expected  from  the  fanguine  expedtafions  on 
one  fide  and  the  fears  on  the  other,  that  the  afts  of  fettlement  and  explanation  fhould  be  repealed, 
and  the  former  proprietors  readmitted  to  their  ancient  inheritances : for  the  new  lord  lieutenant  in 
his  fpeech  to  the  council  when  he  was  fworn  into  office,  on  the  gth  of  January  1 685-6,  exprefsly  tolci 
them,  “ I have  the  king’s  commands  to  declare  upon  all  occafions  ; that  whatever  imaginary  (for 
" they  can  be  called  no  other)  apprehenfions  any  men  here  may  have  had,  his  majefty  hath  no 
intention  of  altering  tlie  ads  of  fettlement,”  {Append,  to  St.  Let,  p.  28a.) 
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favorite  meafure  of  breaking  through  the  a6t  of  tbttlement.  It  had  now  had 
the  fan6lion  and  experience  of  twenty  years,  and  the  king  faw  more  incon- 
veniences in  throwing-  the  whole  national  property  into  a new  Rate  of  dif- 
order  and  confufion,  than  thofe  did,  who  had  been  fuftering  during  that 
whole  time  from  the  deprivation  of  their  birth  rights.*  Tyrconnel  however 
fo  effeftually  worked  upon  the  king,  as  to  have  difpofed  him  to  confent 
to  the  repeal  of  the  atts  of  fettlement ; and  he  foon  returned  to  Ireland 
as  lord  deputy. 

This  new  arrangement  of  the  government  of  Ireland  with  the  inveftiturc 
of  fuch  a portion  of  the  ci\'il  power  of  the  nation  in  the  hands  of  Catholics, 
worked  up  the  Protcflants  of  moft  denominations  to  the  laft  degree  of  fuf- 
picion  and  fear,  Tyrconnel  was  perfonally  obnoxious  to  them : he  was 
impetuous,  refolute,  and  imperious  : he  commanded  an  unbounded  influence 
over  the  king,  and  having  in  his  youth  been  a witnefs  to  the  bloody  carnage 
at  Drogheda,  he  had  ever  retained  an  abhorrence  of  Fanaticifm,  with  the  fpirit 
of  which  he  confidered  all  Proteftants  more  or  lefs  infe6ted.  Nothing  more 
was  wanting  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  Irifli  Proteftants  from  James 
and  his  government : and  ere  this  unfortunate  monarch  by  the  advice  of 
imprudent  and  infidious  counfellors  had  been  brought  to  abdicate  the  crown 
of  England,  the  whole  Proteftant  intereft  of  Ireland  had  already  aflbeiated 
againft  him.t 

This 

* Tyrconnel  was  hirafelf  a great  enemy  to  the  fettlement,  and  he  took  over  with  him  Mr,  Nagle, 
who  was  generally  efteemed  one  of  the  raoft  eminent  of  the  profeflion  of  the  law,  who,  whilft  in 
England,  wrote  a treatife  much  fpoken  of  in  thofe  days  upon  the  injuflice  of  the  ads  fettlement: 
it  was  called  the  Coventry  Letter.  ^ 

t Great  allowances  are  to  be  made  by  the  impartial  obferver  of  the  heat  of  thofe  fadious  days,  in 
attributing  the  natural  workings  of  the  minds  of  individuals  upon  the  political  circumftances  of  the 
day.  No  man  ever  fpoke  with  more  candor  and  lincerity  upon  that  fubjed,  than  Dr.  Lefley,  a moft 
zealous  defender  and  apoflle  of  the  Church  of  England.  {Preface  to  his  Anfwer  to  Archbijhop  King) 
“ Suppofe,  fay  they,  it  were  true  which  Dr.  King  aflerts,  as  it  is  moft  falfe,  that  King  James  while 
he  was  in  Ireland,  did  endeavour  totally  to  overthrow  the  Church  eftabliflted  by  law  there,  and 
fet  up  that  which  was  moft  agreeable  to  the  inclinations  of  the  major  number  of  the  people  in 
“ that  kingdom,  who  are  Roman  Catholics : the  Jacobites  atk,  if  this  were  fo,  whether  it  be  not 
fully  vindicated  in  tlie  fourth  inftrudion  of  thofe  which  King  William  fent  to  his  commiffioner 
in  Scotland,  dated  at  Copt  Hall,  May  3 1 , 1689,  in  thefe  w'ords  } You  arc  topafs  an  ad,  ejlablijh- 
ing  that  Church  government  which  is  ?noJl  agreeable  to  the  incliHaiions  of  the  people. 
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This  fingular  epoch  of  the  Irifli  HiRoiy  furniflies  the  moft  fimple  clemon- 
ftration  of  the  neceflity  of  an  incorporate  union,  and  expofes  the  inonftrous 
anomaly  of  feveral  independent  kingdoms  under  one  fovereign.  None  of 
the  fads,  whicli  in  England  had  amounted  to  a 'complete  abdication  of  the 
crown  of  England,  exidcd  in  fpecies,  analogy,  or  relation  to  the  crown  of 
Ireland.  Here  the  royal  authority  hill  remained  veiled  in  the  perfon  deputed 


“ By  which  rule  they  fay,  that  it  was  as  juft  to  fet  up  Fopery  in  Ireland,  as  Frejhytery  in  Scotland: 
“ and  that  the  law  was  not  more  againft  the  one  in  Ireland,  than  againft  the  other  in  Scotland. 
” That  the  parliament  in  Ireland  was  liable  to  lefs  exception,  than  tlrat  in  Scotland.  The  one 
" called  in. the  ufual  form,  by  writs  from  their  natural  king,  to  M'hom  they  had  fworn  : the  other 
“ by  circular  letters  from  a foreign  prince,  to  whom  they  owed  no  obedience  3 who  could  not,  nor 
" did  pretend  any  other  authority  over  them  or  right  to  the  crown,  befides  the  inclination  of  the 
“ people.  Which  therefore  they  fay,  in  return  for  their  kindnefs,  he  has  made  the  ftandard  for 
“ Church  Government , as  well  as  the  government  of  the  State. 

“ That  it  is  only  alledged  that  King  James  intended  to  do  in  Ireland,  what  he  did  not  do,  when 
it  was  in  his  power,  and  what  King  William  aftually  did  when  he  was  in  Scotland,  viz.  to  over- 
“ turn  the  Church  then  by  law  eftabliflied.  Though  King  James  had  truly  the  argument  of  the 
“ inclinations  of  the  people,  i.  e.  of  the  major  part  in  Ireland,  which  was  but  a pretence,  and 
" falfely  colle6led  in  Scotland,  from  the  fanatic  rabble  being  let  loofe,  and  encouraged  to  aft  all 
“ outrage  upon  the  Epifcopal  clergy." 

Ihe  fame  author,  with  equal  tnrth  and  candor  fpeaks  in  this  manner  of  King  James,  whofe  real 
charafter  is  little  known  from  the  diftorted  caricaturas  left  of  it  by  moft  of  his  cotemporary  writers 
after  which  the  more  modern  copies  have  been  taken.  James  had  many  virtues,  and  many  faults  : 
he  was  treacherouily  advifed  and  he  was  unfortunate.  “ I liave  done,  when  I have  defired  the 
" reader  not  to  think  that  I am  infenfible  of  feveral  ill  fteps,  which  were  made  in  the  adminiftration 
“ of  affairs,  under  the  government  of  King  James.  Nor  do  I defign  to  leffen  them,  or  make  other 
apology  for  them,  than  by  doing  him  this  juftice  to  tell  what  the  jacobites  offer  to  prove,  and 
“ make  it  notorious  : viz.  that  the  greateft  blots  in  his  government  were  hit  by  thofe  who  made 
“ them,  with  defign  to  ruin  him,  and  now  boaft  it  as  their  merit,  and  are  rewarded  for  it.  And 
“ though  Dr.  King  reprefents  him  to  be  of  fo  tyrannical  and  implacable  a temper  towards  the  Pro- 
teftants,  yet  that  it  is  now  publicly  known  that  the  fatal  meafures  he  took  were  advifed,  and  often 
" preffed,  beyond  and  againft  his  majefty’s  inclinations  and  opinion,  by  thofe  Proteflants,  whom  his 
“ unexampled  and  even  faulty  clemency  had  not  only  pardoned,  for  all  their  bitter  virulency  in 
“ oppofing  his  fucceflion,  but  brought  them  into  his  moft  fecret  councils,  and  afted  by  their  advice. 
“ This  was  the  burden  of  the  charge  laid  againft  him  in  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  declaration  : viz. 
“ Employing  fuch  minifters,  and  afting  by  their  advice:  and  though  our  law  fays,  that  tlie  king  can 
do  no  wrong,  apd  therefore  that  his  minifters  are  only  accountable,  yet  as  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon 
" laid  it  open,  tliat  we  have  lived  to  fee  the  king  only  puniftied,  and  thofe  minifters  rewarded,  and 
" ftill  employed  : and  the  many  grievances  complained  of  in  their  adminiftration  under  King  James 
" ar?,  by  the  prefent  difeontented,  faid  to  be  continued  and  doubled  upon  us  now.” 
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bv  King  James  to  execute  it:  the  bulk  of  the  people  ftill  fubmitted  to  it, 
as  it  was  their  duty  to  do;  for  it  is  felf-evident,  that  by  the  conftitutiori  of 
Ireland,  the  people  of  England,  the  King  of  England,  or  the  parliament  of 
England  could  not  diffolve  or  transfer  the  allegiance  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, which  long  had  been,  then  was  and  continued  until  the  late  union  to 
be  an  independent  kingdom : and  therefore  capable  of  uniting  and  proper 
to  be  united  with  Great  Britain.  James  II.  therefore,  continued  to  be  king 
of  Ireland  ckjure  et  de  facto,  notwithilanding  his  abdication  of  the  crown  of 
England.* 

Long  before  King  James  had  left  England,  the  Proteftants  in  the  north 
of  Ireland,  were  generally  in  arms ; appointed  themfelves  officers ; inlifted 
men : armed  and  arrayed  them ; they  regimented  themfelves,  and  had  fre- 
quent rendezvous:  they  appeared  in  the  field  with  drums  beating  and  colors 
flying:  they  chofe  governors  of  counties,  and  appointed  councils  and  com- 
mittees to  carry  on  their  bufmefs : they  difarmed  the  native  Irifli,  and  fuch 
of  the  Proteftants,  as  they  fufpe6led  not  to  be  cordial  to  their  caufe.  All 
this  was  not  only  done  without  the  authority  of  James,  at  that  time  king 
of  Ireland ; but  the  royal  authority  for  it  was  not  even  pretended.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  manifeft  by  their  fubfequent  condu6l,  and  boafting  of  it 
(when  the  revolution  had  fucceeded)  as  meritorious,  that  it  was  all  intended  , 
in  diredt  oppofition  to  the  king:  and  was  therefore  at  that  time  manifeftly 

* As  all  independency  muft  be  reciprocal,  it  might  with  as  much  reafon  be  argued  that  tlie  con- 
tinuance of  Ireland’s  allegiance  to  James  fhould  bind  England,  as  England’s  difcontinuance  of  it 
ihould  bind  Ireland.  And  in  cafe  of  an  abdication  of  the  crown  of  Ireland,  it  certainly  was  com- 
petent for  Ireland  to  chufe  for  itfelf,  whether  it  fhould  continue  the  crown  in  the  old  line  of  defcent, 
or  fet  alide  the  old  inheritable  flock  in  favor  of  a flranger  and  foreigner  as  the  Englifli  did.  In  fuch 
cafe  England  mufl  have  had  the  right  of  legiflating  for  Ireland.  The  moft  bigotted  obloquy  alone 
can  impute  rebellion  to  the  Irilh  Catholics  for  adhering  to  and  fighting  for  King  James  their  law- 
ful fovereign,  until  he  fled  and  abandoned  them  to  the  conqueror.  Dr.  Lefley  is  very  pointed  about 
the  verfatility  of  the  Proteftants  allegiance  in  this  revolutionary  adfis.  “ Before  the  atfociation  in 
“ the  north  of  Ireland,  September  1688,  they  prayed  for  King  James.  The  beginning  of  March 

following,  they  proclaimed  the  Prince  of  Orange  king,  and  prayed  for  him.  The  I5th  day  King 
" James’s  army  broke  their  forces  at  Drommore  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  reduced  all  but  Derry 

and  Ennefkillen.  Then  they  prayed  again  for  King  James,  that  God  would  Jlrertgthen  him  to 

vanquijh  and  overcome  all  his  enemies.  In  Auguft  following,  Schomberg  went  over  witli  an  Eng- 
“ lifh  army,  then  as  far  as  his  quarters  reacht,  they  returned  to  pray  the  fame  prayer  for  King  'W^il- 
“ liam;  the  reft  of  the  Proteftants  ftill  praying  for  vidtory  to  King  James  and  for  his  people  j and 
“ yet  now  tell  us,  that  all  that  while  they  meant  the  fame  thing : four  times  in  one  year  praying 
“ forwards  and  backwards  point  blank  contradkftory  to  one  another.” 
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a trealbnable  levying  of  war  againft  the  crown.*  This  formidable  aniied 
force  of  the  northern  Proteftants  had  been  gaining  ftrength  feveral  months 
before  the  landing  of  William  in  Torr  Bay:  and  they  continued  daily  in  an 
improving  date  of  organization  and  regular  warfare  aguind  the  exiding 
£ro  vein  men  t of  the  country.'!' 

* The  airociation  under  the  orders  of  which  all  this  was  dono.  was  eftabliflied  and  they  began  to 
arm  in  September  1688.  Vide  p.  7.  of  the  Faithful  HiJiorj/  of  the  Northern  Affairs  of  Ireland  from 
the  late  King  James's  Accefion  to  the  Croten,  to  the  Siege  of  Londonderry , by  a Fcrfon  who  bore  a. 
great  Part  in  theft  Tranfadions.  This  author  was  a predetermined  enemy  of  Jajnes. 

f It  is  a matter  of  no  fmall  moment  to  afcertain  the  dates  of  the  leading  fads  of  the  revolution  of 
l638,  in  Ireland;  for  it  bore  very  differently  both  in  fad  and  principle  upon  England  and  Ireland. 
That  James  abdicated  in  England  is  as  unqueftionable,  as  that  he  did  not  abdicate  in  the  fame  man- 
ner and  at  the  fame  time  in  Ireland.  He  left  Whitehall  when  he  went  to  Faverfham^  on  the  1 ith  of 
December,  1788  : but  he  returned  to  London,  and  quitted  England  only  on  the  23d  of  December 
following : and  his  abdication  was  not  formally  determined  in  the  convention  till  the  enfuing  Febru- 
ary. Long  before  any  of  thefe  three  fads  could  have  been  known  in  Ireland,  we  find  {in  Mr. 
Boyfe's  Vindication  of  Mr.  Ojborne  in  Reference  to  the  Affairs  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  p.  11.)  that 
Mr.  Ofborne  was,  in  November  1688,  entrufted  by  his  brethren  the  Non-conformift  minifters  and 
other  gentlemen  of  note  and  intereft  in  the  province  of  Ulfter,  to  get  fome  gentlemen  fent  from 
Dublin  to  the  prince  with  inllrudions  figned  by  Archdeacon  Hamilton  and  Alexander  Ofborne  in 
the  name  of  the  reft,  to  congratulate  the  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  into  England,  and  tender 
their  fervices  to  him.  They  accordingly  fent  a perfon  with  a memorial  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  on 
the  8th  of  December,  1688,  greatly  enlarging  on  thofe  inftrudions:  the  original  of  which  papers 
Mr.  Boyfe  at  the  time  of  his  writing  the  before-mentioned  pamphlet  had  in  his  pofleffion.  Thefe 
very  inftrudions  argue  a long  pre-exifting  organization,  which  at  that  time  could  be  nothing  fhort 
of  downright  treafon.  Such  allb  were  the  ads  of  Ihutting  the  gates  of  Londonderry  againft  Lord 
Antrim’s  regiment  fent  thither  by  the  lord  deputy,  and  refufing  to  quarter  two  companies  of  foldiers 
fent  to  EnnilLillen  by  the  fame  authority.  Which  two  ads  Archbilhop  King  fays,  was  all  that 
was  do7ic  by  any  Protejlant  in  Ireland  in  oppq/ition  to  the  government  before  King  James  defected 
England  (p.  1 18.)  We  learn  from  Hamilton’s  Adions  of  the  EnniJkiUen  Men,  p.-8,  that  this  hap- 
pened on  tlie  16th  of  December,  1688.  But  it  was  on  the  3d  of  December  tirat  a certain  anonymous 
illiterately  worded  letter,  announcing  an  intended  malfacre  of  all  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  on  the  Qth 
of  that  month  was  picked  up  in  Cumber  Street  and  fent  to  Lord  Mount  Alexander  (and  whether 
ti'ue  or  counterfeit,  fays  his  grace  (p.  1 15)  was  fpread  over  the  whole  kingdom,  and  about  the  fame 
time,  the  gates  of  Derry  were  Ihut  againft  Lord  Antrim’s  regiment ; which  Archbilhop  King  jufti- 
fies,  as  they  appeared  before  the  town  without  the  king’s  livery,  (p.  115).  On  the  7 tb  of  December 
1G88  (vide  Mackenzie’s  Narrative  of  the  Siege  of  Londonderry,  p.  s)  the  gates  w'ere  fluit  to  Lord 
Antrim’s  regiment,  and  on  that  very  fame  day  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Tollimore  went  to  Dublin  deputed 
by  thefe  Proteftant  aflbeiates  to  entreat  the  Earl  of  Granard,  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  northern 
army  as  their  general : to  which  deputation  he  returned  a very  indignant  anfwer  : that  he  knew  not 
what  it  was  to  command  a rabble:  that  he  liad  lived  loyal  all  his  life,  and  would  not  depart  from  it 
in  bis  old  age,  and  was  rcfolved,  that  no  man  Ihould  write  rebel  upon  his  grave  ftone,  (Left.  p.  79.) 
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Tyrconnel  under  thefe  embarrafsments  fummoned  all  the  loyal  part  of 
the  nation  to  arm  in  fupport  of  the  rights  of  their  hiAvful  fovereign,  upon 
which  their  own  rights  alfo  depended,  againft  the  northern  rebels,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  ufurper,  (fuch  was  the  ftile  of  the  caftle). 

Hiftoricaljuftice  obliges  us  here  to  remark  and  confute  a mod;  glaring 
and  malicious  mifreprefentation  of  Archbifhop  King  (ijp)  Avhere  he  fays: 
“ And.  left  there  fhould  be  any  terms  propofcd  or  accepted  by  the ' people 
“ in  the  north,  and  fo,  that  country  efcape  being  plundered  and  undone, 
“ he  made  all  the  hafte  he  could  to  involve  the  kingdom  into  blood.”  The 
fact  is  fo  much  the  reverfe,  that  feveral  proclamations  Avere  made  requiring 
the  affociators  to  difperfe  and  promifing  them  pardon.  There  Avas  one  of 
this  nature,  dated  the  25th  of  January  1688,  Avhich  Avas  figned  by  feveral 
Proteftants  of  the  council  as  the  Earl  of  Granard,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Keat- 
ing, &c.  to  which  a reference  is  made  in  the  proclamation  mentioned  by 
the  archbifhop  bearing  date  7th  of  March  1688:*  and  it  is  notorious  that 
Mr.  Ofborne  was  fent  doAv^n  to  the  north  by  the  lord  deputy  before  any  part 
of  the  army  Avas  put  in  motion,  Avith  inftru6lions  to  ufe  all  perfuafions  to  the 
affociators  to  lay.  doAvn  their  arms,  and  give  them  warning  of  the  very  day 
on  which  the  army  would  march  r Avith  a fpecial  inftru6tion,  that  although  ten 
were  excepted  in  the  proclamation,  yet  he  Avould  infift  but  upon  three  : and 
if  it  fhould  appear,  that  they  took  up  arms  merely  for  felf-prefei  A^ation,  (as 
was  pretended)  then  he  would  pardon  thefe  faid  three  perfons  alfo.'j' 

An  army  of  about  30000  men  Avas  foon  formed,  and  officered  chiefly  Avith 
Catholics.  James  gave  conftant  affurances,  that  he  Avould  come  over  to 
head  them  in  perfon : he  Avas  then  at  the  court  of  Louis  the  XIVth,  Avho 
commiferating  his  fallen  ftate,  and  envying  the  rifmg  poAver  of  William,  his 
inveterate 'enemy,  offered  him  a French  army  to  enable  him  to  reaffert  his 
rights : Avhich  he  Avith  true  patriotifm  declined,  alledging  “ that  he  would 
“ recover  his  dominions  by  the  affiftance  of  his  OAvn  fubje6ls  or  perifli  in  the 
“ attempt.”  James  failed  from  Breft  with  a ftrong  armament,  having  on 

* This  proclamation  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XLII;  and  is  a notable  monument 
of  the  want  of  good  faith  and  candor  in  this  trimming  prelate  ; and  in  juftice  to  the  attors  in  the 
fcenes  which  his  grace  was  then  reprefenting  ought  to  have  been  comprized  in  his  Appendix  amongft 
other  documents  of  very  inferior  importance  to  that  public  a6t  of  government. 

t See  Mr.  Ofborne’s  letter  to  Lord  Maflarene  taken  from  the  Apology  for  the  Proteftants  in 
Ireland.  Appendix,  No.  XLIII. 
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hoard  1200  of  his  o,wn  fuhjeds  Avho  then  were  in  the  pay  of  France,  and 
100  French  officers,  and  landed  at  Kinfale,  in  March  1689  : from  thence  he 
jnocccdcd  to  Dublin,  where  he  was  received  as  king,  A\’ith  great  pomp  and 
folemnity. 

* “ Addreffes  (fays  Leland)  were  inftantly  poured  in  upon  him  from  all 
“ orders  of  people.  That  of  the  Proteftant  eftahlilhed  clergy  touched 
“ gently  on  the  diftraction  of  the  times,  and  the  grievances  they  had  ex- 
“ pericnced.  He  affiired  them  of  proteftion ; he  promifed  to  defend,  and 
“ even  to  enlarge  their  privileges.  But  his  faireft  declarations  were  received 
“ with  coldnefs  and  fufpicion,  when  all  the  remaining  Proteftants  of  the 
‘‘  privy  council  weie  removed,  and.  their  places  fupplied  hy  D’Avaux, 
“ Powis,  Berwick,  the  Bilhop  of  Chefter,  and  others  of  his  zealous  ad- 
“ herents.  He  now  iffiied  live  feveral  proclamations;  hy  the  firft,  he 
“ ordered  all  Proteftants  who  had  lately  abandoned  the  kingdom,  to  return 
“ and  accept  his  protection,  under  the  fevereft  penalties;  and  that  his  fub- 

jc6ls  of  every  perl'uafion  fliould  unite  againft  the  Prince  of  Orange.  The 
“ fecond  >vas  calculated  to  fupprefs  robberies ; commanding  all  Catholics, 
not  of  his  army,  to  lay  up  their  arms  in  their  feveral  abodes:  a third 
“ invited  the  country  to  carry  provifions  to  his  troops ; by  the  fourth  he 
“ raifed  the  value  of  money : and  the  laft  fummoned  a parliament  to  meet 
at  Dublin  on  the  7th  day  of  May;  and  which  did  meet,  and  fit  from 
“ that  day  to  the  12th  of  July,  and  then  adjourned  to  the  12th  of  Novem- 
her  following.t 

After  thefe  folemn  and  formal  aCts  of  fovereignty,  the  fcene  changed  to 
ojien  warfare.  The  defenders  of  Derry  and  the  Ennilkilleners  fupported 
the  caufe  of  the  revolutionifts  againft  James's  forces,  till  the  a4rival  of  an 
Englilh  army  of  40,000  men  , under  Schomberg,  which  was  afterwards 

* 3 Lei.  p.  523. 

i As  by  the  turn  of  events  all  a6ls  done'by  James  in  Ireland  after  his  abdication  of  the  crown 
of  England,  are  now  confidered  as  afts  of  rebellion,  or  ufurpation  upon  the  royal  powers  and 
prerogatives  of  King  William,  it  Vould  not  be  decent  to  refer  to  them  for  any  other  purpofe,  than 
that  of  proving  from  them,  that  the  bulk  of  the  Irifli  nation,  who  dill  fupported  and  fubmitted  to 
his  authority,  fincerely  believed  they  were  not  committing  rebellion  againft  their  lawful  fov'ereign. 
As  pieces  of  hiftorical  curiofity,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XLIV.  the  names  of  thofe 
who  fat  in  tliis  parliament,  the  king’s  fpeech  to  the  parliament,  their  addrcfs  to  the  king,  the  titles  of 
the  a£ls,  and  the  preamble  to  the  bill  which  palfed  the  commons  for  repealing  the  A61:  of  Settlement. 
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headed  by  William  in  perfon.  In  order  to  blacken  and  calumniate  the 
great  body  of  the  Catholics,  who  at  this  time  from  principle  an-d  duty 
obeyed  James,  to  whom  they  had  fworn  allegiance,  Archbifliop  King,  and 
after  him  many  of  our  modern  authors,  have  reprefented  the  Irilli  army  as 
an  hoard  of  undifciplined  rebels,  indulging  in  the  extreme  of  infuriate  li- 
centioufnefs.  His  grace  lays  the  whole  war  to  the  account  of  Lord  Tyr- 
connel,  Avho  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  defer  fending  the  army  to  the 
North  till  King  James’s  arrival,  but  hajied  to  make  the  parties  irreconcileahle^ 
by  engaging  them  in  blood  and  by  letting  loofe  the  army  to  fpoil  and  plunder. 
(p.  119.)  The  truth  however  is,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  fupprelfed,  that  the 
Proteftants  in  the  North  were  worfe  treated  by,  and  fuffered  more  from 
William’s  army  in  one  month,  than  they  had  from  the  Iridi  army  from 
IN  larch  to  the  end  of  Auguft,  when  Schomberg  landed,  although  during 
thofe  five  months  the  Irifh  army  were  in  polfeffion  of  the  whole  province, 
except  the  towns  of  Derry  and  Ennifkillen.  Dr.  Gorge,  who  was  then 
fecretary  to  General  Schomberg,  in  writing  to  Colonel  Hamilton,  Avhofe 
eftate  lay  in  that  country,  gives-  the  moft  pointed  refutation  of  this  ma- 
levolent untruth  of  the  archbilhop.*  In  this  letter  he  informs  us,  how  “ it 
was  refolved  to  treat  the  Irifh  Pi'oteftants  of  Ulfter  rather  as  enemies  than 
/riends.  That  the  goods  and  flocks  of  the  Proteflant  inhabitants  once 
feized  by  the  enemy  were  forfeited,  and  ought  not  to  be  reflored,  but  given 
as  encouragement  to  the  foldiers : that  their  (the  Proteftants)  oaths  and 
complaints  were  neither  to  be  believed  or  redreffed ; that  fo  an  eafier  and 
fafer  approach  might  be  made  to  invade  the  little  left  them  by  the  Irifli ; 
that  free  quartering  was  the  leaft  retaliation  that  Proteftants  could  give, 
for  being  reflored  to  their  former  eftates.  If  you  add  to  thefe,  the  prefling 
of  horfes  at  pleafure,  denying  the  people  bread,  or  feed  of  their  own  corn, 
though  the  general  by  his  public  proclamation  requires  both,  and  fome 
openly  and  publicly  contemning  and  fcoriiing  the  faid  proclamation, 
whereby  multitudes  of  families  are  already  reduced  for  want  of  bread,  and 
left  only  to  beg,  and  fteal,  or  ftarve;  thefe  being  the  practices,  and  thefe 
the  principles,  and  both  as  well  known  to  you  as  to  me,  it  cannot  be  .won- 
dered that  the  opprefled  Proteftants  here  fliould  report  us  worfe  than  the 

* This  letter  being  a very  valuable  document  of  a partofirilb  hiftoiy  moft  grofsly  mifreprefented, 
is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XLV. 
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Irifli.  To  me  it  feems  moft  ftrangc,  but  yet  it  is  true,  that  notwithftancling 
all  the  violence,  oppreffion,  and  wrong  done  by  thefe  (the  Enniflvillen  and 
Derry  forces),  and  other  of  our  army,  on  the  impoveriflied,  oppreffed,  and 
plundered  Proteftant  inhabitants  of  this  province  they  have  had  from  us, 
yet  you  know  what  I elteem  as  a great  prefage  of  future  good,  they  con- 
tinue and  remain  as  firm  and  faithful  to  us,  as  the  Irifli  Papifts  againfl  us. 
How  frequently  do  we  hear  them  tell  us,  that  though  we  continue  to  injure 
them,  rob  and  deftroy  them,  yet  they  muft  truft  in  us,  and  be  true  and 
faithful  to  us.”  What  other  teftimony  can  be  fo  conclufive,  as  the  evidence 
of  Schomberg’s  own  fecretary,  to  prove  that  the  Irifh  Proteftants  fuffered 
lefs  from  the  fpoil  and  plunder  of  Tyrconnel’s  than  Schomberg’s  army  ? And 
that  eye  witnefs  of  the  fa6t,  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  enhance  the  excellence 
and  value  of  William’s  army,  commends  the  difcipline  and  good  government 
of  King  James’s  army,  as  decidedly  fuperior  to  thofe  of  King  William’s. 

Of  all  periods  in  the  Irifli  hiftory  the  year  1689  is  perhaps  the  moft 
critically  important,  and  requires  the  chafteft  colouring.  The  various  a6ts 
by  which  James  abdicated  the  crown  of  England,  viz.  by  furrendering 
the  executive  power,  difbanding  his  army,  burning  the  Avrits  for  convening 
a parliament,  cafting  the  great  feal  into  the  river,  abandoning  his  poft, 
flying  the  kingdom,  and  leaving  the  invader  in  pofTeffion  of  the  throne, 
as  well  as  the  affections  of  the  majority  of  the  people,  could  not  be  pretended 
to  be  drawn  into  a precedent  for  Ireland,  Avhich  for  want  of  union,  was 
then  an  abfolutely  independent  kingdom ; the  prefence  of  the  fovereign, 
or  his  deputy,  fummoning  all  his  liege  fubjeCts  to  their  allegiance,  bid 
defiance  to  all  fpeculative  grounds  for  difpenfation  or  ceflation  of  their 
former  oaths : the  refiftance  made  againft  the  attempts  of  a foreign  invader 
with  an  army  of  foreigners,  left  it  no  longer  dubious,  on  which  fide  the 
duty  of  loyalty  called  forth  every  true  and  faithful  fubjeCl  of  the  King  of 
Ireland ; and  the  great  revolutionary  prineiple  emanating  from  the  will  of 
the  people  in  England,  operated  more  than  proportionably  in  the  inverfe 
ratio  upon  Ireland.  In  order  to  weigh  the  conduCl  of  the  Irifh  of  that 
day,  in  the  tj-ue  fcale  of  impartial  juftice,  it  muft  be  cleared  of  every  idea 
of  the  then  probable,  fince  certain  fuccefs  and  happy  refult  of  the  revolution 
of  1688:  and  it  will  be  impoffible  for  any  man,  who  admits  that  Ireland 
then  was  an  independent  kingdom,  that  it  enjoyed  the  fame  conftitution  as 
England,  that  fuch  conftitution  is  formed  ujion  the  fair  Whig  principles 

upon 
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upon  wliicli  the  revolution  in  England  was  efle6led,  to  aver  that  an  Iridimaii 
who  had  fworn  allegiance  to  King  James,  fuinmoned  by  him  to  defend  his, 
perfon,  crown,  and  country  from  the  invalion  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
a foreign  army  under  Marllial  Schomberg,  willing,  like  the  majority  of  his. 
countrymen,  that  the  crown  of  Ireland  Ihould  be  worn  by  its  hereditary 
monarch,  fliould,  in  obeying  his  natural  fovereign,  become  guilty  of  re- 
belhon  and  treafon,  whilft  that  natural  fovereign  continued  to  wear  his 
hereditary  crown  within  his  own  kingdom.  Such  hijlorically  is  the  cafe 
of  the  Irilh,  who  were  *kgijlatvve.ly  declared  rebels  and  puniflied  as  traitors 
for  obeying  their  fovereign,  whilft  he  continued  the  fun6tions  of  th^ 
executive  within  the  realm  of  Ireland. 

Steadily  as  the  Irhh  adhered  to  their  fovereign,  to  whom  they  owed 
natural  allegiance,  which  moft  of  them  had  confirmed  upon  oath,  yet  it 

♦ As  the  parliaments  both  of  England  and  Ireland  have  declared  the  a6ts  of  the  Irifli  parliament 
that  fat -under  James,  to  beadts  of  rebellion  and  treafon,  we  can  make  no  other  than  an  hiftorical  ufc 
of  them.  7 Wm.  III.  c.  iii.  A>iA£i  declaring  all  Attainders  and  all  other  Acts  made  in  the  late  pre- 
ended parliament  to  be  void.  Forafmuch  as  fince  the  happy  accellion  of  his  Majefty  King  William, 
and  the  late  Queen  Mary  of  bleffed  memory,  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England,  whereunto  this 
kingdom  of  Ireland  is  infeparably  annexed,  united,  and  belonging,  no  parliament  could  or  ought 
to  be  holden  within  this  kingdom,  unlefs  by  their  majefties  authority  j yet,  nevertlielefs,  divers 
perfons,  during  the  late  war  and  rebellion  in  tliis  kingdom,  did,  on  or  about  the  feventh  day  of 
May,  one  tlioufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  aflemble  themfelves  at  or  near  the  city  of  Dublin, 
without  authority  derived  from  their  majefties,  and  in  oppofition  thereto  ; and  being  fo  aflembled, 
did  pretend  to  be,  and  did  call  themfelves  by  the  name  of  a parliament,  and  adling  in  concurrence 
with  tlie  late  King  James,  did  make  andpafs  feveral  pretended  a£ts  or  ftatutes,  and  did  caufe  the 
fame  to  be  placed  and  recorded  amongft  the  records  and  proceedings  of  parliaments ; all  which 
pretended  adts  were  formed  and  defigned  in  manifeft  oppofition  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  crown 
of  England,  and  for  the  utter  deftrudtion  of  the  Proteftants  and  the  whole  Proteftant  intereft  in  this 
kingdom,  and  are  and  were  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever : and  whereas 
theii’  faid  majefties,  out  of  their  pious  and  princely  care  of,  and  for  their  dutiful  and  loyal  Pro- 
teftant fubjedts  of  tliis  kingdom,  and  for  their  better  fecurity  and  relief,  by  an  adt  of  their  parliament 
of  England,  made  at  Weftminfter  in  the  firft  year  of  their  faid  majefties  reign,  were  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  enadt  and  declare,  “ That  the  faid  pretended  parliament,  fo  as  aforefaid  alTembled  at 
“ Dublin,  was  not  a parliament,  but  an  unlawful  and  rebellious  afifembly ; and  that  all  adts 
“ and  proceedings  whatfoever,  had,  made,  done,  or  pafled,  or  to  be  had,  made,  done,  or  pafled 

in  the  faid  pretended  parliament,  Ihould  be  taken,  deemed,  adjudged,  and  declared  to  be  null 

and  void  to  all  intents,  conftrudtions,  and  purpofes  whatfoever.”  For  which  the  lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  do  return  our  moft  hearty  and 
unfeigned  thaoks  to  his  moft  facred  majefty. 
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would  be  doing  them  injuftice  not  to  allow  them  the  merit  of  the  moft 
depurated  loyalty  in  their  attachment  to  King  James.  Although  he  were 
their  natural  hereditary  monarch,  and  profeffcd  the  fame  religion  as  ^he 
majority  of  the  Irifli  nation,  yet  was  he  far  from  being  in  perfonal  favor 
with  them.  The  condiuT  of  the  Stuarts  to  the  Irilh  had  already  weaned 
them  from  all  perfonal  affe6lion  for  that  family : the  daftardly  flight  of 
James  from  England,  without  even  attempting  a ftand  againft  his  rival, 
filled  Avith  contempt  and  indignation  a people  of  quick  fympathy  and 
natural  bravery.  James’s  natural  chara6fer  was  refer ved  and  auftere,  and 
Avhen  he  Avas  in  Ireland  it  Avas  rendered  morofe  and  petulant  from  mif- 
fortunes ; qualities  ill-calculated  to  gain  the  Avarm  and  grateful  hearts  of  a 
ptcople  fupereminently  fenfible  to  favor  or  gratification.  This  unfortunate 
monarch  had,  moreover,  imbibed  an  unaccountable  diflike  to  the  Irifh ; 
and  diflikes  are  generally  reciprocal.  As  little  alfo  Avere  the  principles,  judg- 
ment, and  feelings  of  Tyrconnel  in  unifon  Avith  thofe  of  his  fovereign. 
The  Iriflr,  hoAvever,  never  fwerving  from  their  allegiance,  naturally  availed 
themfelves  of  the  perfonal  prefence  of  their  fovereign,  to  attain  the  objedls 
of  their  Avifires  in  a conflitutional  manner ; and  in  thefe  they  rather  infilled 
upon,  than  requefled  the  concurrence  of  their  fovereign.* 

It  behoves  the  hiflorian  to  reprefent  to  his  reader  the  bulk  of  the  Irifli 

* A lingular  illuftration  of  this  obfervalion  is  to  be  found  in  Lelley,  p.  104’.  “ It  is  a melan- 

“ choly  dory  (if  true)  Avhich  Sir  Theobald  Butter,  follicitor  general  to  King  James  in  Ireland, 
tells  of  the  Duke  of  Tyrconnell’s  fending  him  to  King  James  with  a letter  about  paffing  fome 

“ lands  for  the  faid  duke  ■,  he  employing  Sir  Theobald  in  his  bulinefs,  gave  him  the  letter  open 

“ to  read,  which  Sir  Theobald  fays  he  found  worded  in  terms  fo  infolent  and  irapofing,  as  Avould 
” be  unbecoming  for  one  gentleman  to  offer  to  another.  Sir  Theobald  fays  he  could  not  but  re- 
" prefent  to  the  duke  the  flrange  furprize  he  was  in,  at  his  treating  the  king  at  fuch  a rate,  and 
“ defired  to  be  excufed  from  being  the  rnelfenger  to  give  fuch  a letter  into  the  king’s  hands. 
“ The  duke  fmiled  upon  him,  and  told  him  he  knew  how  to  deal  with  the  king  at  that  time, 
“ that  he  mull  have  his  bufinefs  done : and  for  Theobald’s  fcruple,  he  fealed  the  letter,  and  told 
“ him,  now  the  king  cannot  fuppofe  you  know  the  contents,  only  carry  it  to  him  as  from  me. 
” Sir  Theobald  did  fo,  and  fays  he  obferved  the  king  narrowly  as  as  he  read  it,  and  that  his 

" majelly  did  lliew  great  commotion,  that  he  changed  colours,  and  lighed  often,  yet  ordered 

Tyrconnell’s  requell,  or  demand  rather,  to  be  granted.  Thus  fays  Sir  Theobald.  Many  par- 
” ticulars  of  the  like  infolence  of  thefe  Irilh  to  King  James  might  be  diewn,  but  I w'ould  not 
" detain  the  reader  j what  I have  faid  is  abundantly  fufficient  to  Ihew  how  far  it  was  from  his  oAvn 
inclinations,  either  to  fuller  or  do  fuch  things  as  were  thus  violently  put  upon  him  by  the  Irifli 
“ in  his  extremity.” 


nation, 
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nation,  which  confifted  of  Roman  Catholics,  at  this  time  ading  under  the 
full  conviction,  that  their  loyalty  could  only  be  IhcAvn  in. their  obedience 
to  their  natural  fovereign  King  James.  They  could  not  be  bounden  to 
this  allegiance,  whillt  any  other  part  of  the  nation  owed  allegiance  to 
another  fovereign ; it  was  therefore  confiftent  Avith  their  principle,  that  all 
Avho  forefwore  their  allegiance  to  King  James  fliould  be  treated  as  rebels 
and  traitors.  The  Iridi  Catholics,  like  all  other  human  beina-s,  muft  be  ever 
confidered  to  be  aCtuated  by  the  common  feelings  of  focial  nature.  They 
were  fenfible  of  the  afcendancy  which  circumftances  had  given  them  over 
their  fovereign,  and  were  naturally  encouraged  to  make  his  compliance 
and  alfent  fubfervient  to  their  Avilhes,  for  Avhat  they  confidered  conducive 
to  the  interefl  and  Avelfare  of  themfelves  and  country.  The  feveral  aCts 
therefore  of  this  parliament  are  to  be  confidered  rather  as  the  aCls  of  the 
Irith  nation,  than  the  willies  of  James;  and  they  are  here  noticed,  to  trace 
the  profpeCls  of  national  happinefs  and  profperity,  in  Avhich  the  Catholics 
at  that  time  placed  their  hopes. 

The  chief  of  thefe  aCls  Avere  the  ACt  of  Attainder,  and  the  A6t  for  repeal 
of  the  Acts  of  Settlement.*  The  firft  of  thefe  aCls,  Avhich  is  ufually  fpoken 

of 

* Thefe  afts  are  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XLVI.  and  No.  XLVII,  as  hiftorical  documents  3 to 
neither  of  which  it  appears  King  James  was  himfelf  difpofed:  he  could  not  however,  particularly 
as  he  was  then  circumdanced,  withftand  the  general  wifh  of  his  Irilh  people.  Leflie  thus 
fpeaks  of  James’s  condudt  in  Ireland  ; (p.  99.)  “ And  even  as  to  his  carriage  in  Ireland,  I have 

“ heard  not  a few  of  the  Proteftants  confefs,  that  they  owed  their  prefervation  and  fafety,  next 
“ under  God,  chiefly  to  the  clemency  of  King  James,  who  reftrained,  all  he  could,  the  infolence 
“ and  outrage  of  their  enemies,  of  which  I can  give  you  fome  remarkable  inftances,  and  good 
" vouchers.  I appeal  to  the  Earl  of  Granard,  whether  Duke  Powis  did  not  give  him  thanks 
“ from  King  James,  for  the  oppofition  he  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  the  palling  the  Adi  of 
**  Attainder,  and  the  Adi  for  Repeal  of  the  Adis  of  Settlement  3 and  defired  that  he  and  the 
''  other  Proteftant  lords  fliould  ufe  their  endeavours  to  obftrudl  them.  . To  which  the  Lord 
**  Granard  anfwered,  that  they  were  too  few  to  eft'edt  that;  but  if  the  king  would  not  have  them 
“ pafs,  his  way  was  to  engage  fome  of  the  Roman  Catholic  lords  to  flop  them.  To  which  tlie 
“ duke  replied  with  an  oath,  that  the  king  durtl  not  let  them  know  that  he  had  a mind  to  have 
them  flopt.  I farther  appeal  to  that  noble  lord  the  Earl  of  Granard,  whether  the  fame  day  that 
“^,the  news  of  the  driving  the  Proteftants  before  the  walls  of  Derry  come  to  Dublin,  as  his  lord- 
fliip  was  going  to  the  Parliament  Houfe,  he  did  not  meet  King  James,  who  alked  him  where  he 
“ was  going } His  lordlhip  anfwered,  to  enter  his  proteftation  againft  the  repeal  of  tlie  Adis  of 
” Settlement : upon  which  King  James  told  him  that  he  was  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a people 
“ who  rammed  that  and  many  other  things  down  his  throat.  His  lordlhip  took  that  occalion 

to 
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of  by  modern  hiltorians  as  the  a6t  for  attainting  Irifli  Proteftants,  befpeaks 
in  its  title  the  whole  purport  and  tendency  of  the  acl:  For  Attainder  of 
divers  Rebels,  and  for  prefervmg  tliv  hitereji  of  loyal  Suhjedls.  It  contains 
not  one  word  that  relates  even  remotely  to  any  religious  diftin6tion:  and 
the  preamble  of  the  a6l  refers  wholly  to  thofe  rebellious  and  traitorous 
fubjeets,  Avho  had  invited  and  affifted  the  Prince  of  Orange,  the  king’s  un- 
natural enemy,  to  invade  that  kingdom.  At  that  time  it  Avas  not  a confli6b 
betAveen  Proteftants  and  Catholics,  nor  betAveen  Whigs  and  Tories,  nor 
yet  betAveen  an  Englifli  and  an  Irifti  party;  it  Avas  a broad  open  conteft 
between  Jacobites  2i)idi  Guillamites;  the  former  headed  by  the  natural  he- 
reditary monarch,  Avho  had  not  refigned  or  abdicated  but  Avas  defending  the 
croAvn  of  Ireland  againft  a foreign  invader ; -the  latter  headed  by  a foreign 
prince,  Avho,  againft  the  Avill  of  the  majority  of  the  nation,  was  working  his 
Avay  to  the  throne  of  Ireland  by  the  fword,  after  having  been  feated  upon 
that  of  England  by  the  invitation  of  the  people  of  England,  Avho  by  James’s 
abdication  had  found  themfelves  Avithout  a fupreme  executive  magiftrate. 
In  England  tire  change  of  government  in  1688  AA'^as  a revolution  of  prin- 
ciple rather  than  of  violence  : in  Ireland  it  was  a hard  fought  conqueft. 
This  may  be  properly  termed  the  firft  real  conqueft  of  Ireland  by  the 
fword:  the  unfuccefsful  became  the. rebel  by  the  fortune  of  the  day. 

Although  James  Avere  averfe  from  pafling  the  a6ts  I have  already 
mentioned,  it  is  probable  that  he  ftrongly  encouraged  another  a6l  Avhich 
pafled,  *for  the  advance  and  improvement  of  trade  and  for  encouragement 
and  increafe  of  flipping  and  navigation,  Avhich  Avould  have  operated  greatly 
to  the  AV'elfare  and  profperity  of  Ireland  ; inafmuch  as  it  purported  to  throAV 
open  to  Ireland  a free  and  immediate  trade  Avith  all  our  plantations  and 
colonies;  to  promote  fliip  building,  by  remitting  to  the  OAvners  of  Irilli 
built  veflels,  large  proportions  of  the  duties  of  cuftom  and  excife,  encourage 
feamen  by  exempting  them  for  ten  years  from  taxes,  and  alloAving  them 
'the  freedom  of  any  city  or  fea  port  they  ftiould  chufe  to  refide  in,  and  im- 
prove the  Irifli  naA^y  by  eftablilhing  free  fchools  for  teaching  and  inftru6ting 


“ to  tdl  his  majefiy  of  the  driving  before  Derry:  the  king  told  him  that  he  Was  grieved  for  it; 
that  he  had  fent  immediate  orders  to  difeharge  it ; and  that  none  but  a barbarous  Mofeovite 
(for  fo  he  ftiled  General  Rofen  who  commanded  that  driving,  who  thereby  it  feems  was  bred  or 
“ born  in  Mofeovy)  could  have  thought  of  fo  cruel  a contrivance.” 

* Which  fee  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XLVIII. 
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the  mathematics  and  the  art  of  navigation,  in  Dublin,  Belfaft,  Waterford, 
Cork,  Limerick,  and  Galway.  If  James  looked  up  to  any  probability  of 
maintaining  his  ground  in  Ireland,  he  mull  have  been  fenfible  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  an  Iridi  navy  : no  man  was  better  qualified  to  judge  of  the  utility 
of  fuch  inftitutions  than  this  prince.  He  was  an  able  feaman,  fond  of  his 
profeffion;  and  to  his  induftry  and  talent  does  the  Britifii  navy  owe  many 
of  its  beft  fignals,  regulations  and  orders.  His  firmnefs,  refolution,  and 
enterprife,  Avhich  had  diftinguifiied  him,  whilft  Duke  of  York,  as  a fea 
officer,  abandoned  him  when  king,  both  in  the  cabinet  and  the  field. 

The  battle  of  the  Boyne,  which  was  fought  on  the  ift  of  July,  169O, 
turned  the  fcale  of  the  kingdom : there  William,  although  he  commanded  a 
confiderable  fuperiority  of  forces,  attended  to  the  duties  of  a vigilant,  fteady, 
and  intrepid  general;  he  fhared  the  danger  of  his  army,  encouraging  it  by  his 
prefence,  voice,  and  example,  even  after  he  had  been  wounded,  and  preffed 
by  his  officers  to  retire  from  the  a6tion  and  be  more  cautious  of  his  perfon : 
whilfl  James  flood  at  a fecure  diflance  a quiet  fpeftator  of  the  contefl 
for  his  crown;  fo  fearful  of  his  enemy,  or  diffident  of  himfelf  or  his  troops, 
that  his  chief  concern  and  preparation  before  the  battle  were  to  fecure  his 
perfonal  retreat.*  He  fled  with  precipitancy  to  Dublin,  and  from  thence  to 

Waterford, 

* When  James,  after  his  fligtit,  arrived  in  Dublin,  he  had  the  ungracious  imprudence  to  refledl 
upon  the  cowardice  of  the  Irifh,  According  to  a printed  account,  in  the  nature  of  a bulletin,  cir- 
culated through  London  at  the  time  of  tliefe  tranfadtions  in  Ireland:  ‘'At  five  this  morning, 
“ being  Wednefday,  the  2d  of  July,  King  James  having  fent  for  the  Irifit  lord  mayor  and  fome 
“■  principal  perfons  to  the  cafile,  told  them,  that  he  found  all  things  againft  him  5 that  in  England 
" he  had  an  army  which  would  have  fought,  but  they  proved  falfe  and  deferted  him  j that  here  he 
“ had  an  army  which  was  loyal  enough,  but  would  not  Hand  by  him : he  was  now  neceffitated  to 
“ provide  for  his  fafety,  and  that  they  Ihould  make  the  beft  terms  for  themfelves  tliat  tlrey  could, 
“ He  told  his  menial  fervants,  that  he  would  have  no  further  occafion  to,  keep  fuch  a court  as  he 
“ had  done,  and  that  therefore  they  were  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  themfelves.  He  defired  them  all 
“ to  be  kind  to  the  Proteftants,  and  not  injure  them  or  their  city ; for  though  he  quitted  it,  he  did 
“ not  quit  his  intereft  in  it:  and  1«  with  two  or  three  in  company  he  went  to  Bray,  and  along  by 
“ the  fea  to  Waterford)  having  appointed  bis  carriages  to  meet  him  another  way.  We  hear  he 
“ did  not  fleep  till  he  got  on  lliip-board)  and  having  been  once  driven  in  again,  is  fince  clear  gone 
“ oft'.”  It  is  alfo  reported,  that  when  James  arrived  late  at  night  at  the  caftle,  the  Lady  (then 
ftiled  Duchefs)  Tyrconnel  received  him  with  the  moft  fympatliizing  refpeft  and  condolence,  when 
the  king  farcaftkally  complimented  her  upon  the  alertnefs  of  her  runaway  countrymen)  to  which, 

with 
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Waterford,  where  a frfgate  was  ready  to  convey  him  back  to  France.  Thus 
did  he  leave  the  worfted  relics  of  his  army  to  make  the  heft  ftand  againft 
the  enemy,  and  procure  from  him  the  heft  terms  their  perfonal  bravery 
would  entitle  them  to.  The  Irilh  army  under  Tyrconnel  and  Sarsfield 
made  a very  vigorous  refiftance  againft  a fuperior  well-difciplined  army, 
acting  under  the  firft  general  of  Europe,  until  they  furrendered  the  town 
of  Limerick,  which  was  their  laft  hold,  on  the  3d  of  Oftober,  1691,  upon 
articles*  which  fufliciently  prove  in  what  eftimation  for  valor  and  fteadinefs 
King  VTliam  held  them,  even  after  the  many  advantages  he  had  gained 
over  them.  Thus  was  Ireland  formally  and  finally  reduced  by  force  of 
arms  to  the  revolutionary  government  of  King  William. 

The  following  compendious  Iketch  of  this  reign,  by  the  late  Earl  of  Clare, 
lliall  clofe  this  Chapter.  “ After  the  expulfion  of  James  from  the  throne 
“ of  England,  the  old  inhabitants  made  a final  effort  for  the  recovery  of 
“ their  ancient  power,  in  which  they  were  once  more  defeated  by  an  Englifli 
“ army;  and  the  flender  relics  of  Irifli  pofleflion  became  the  fubjedl  of 
“ frefii  confifeation.  From  the  report  made  by  the  commiftioners  appointed 
“ by  the  parliament  of  England  in  1698,  it  appears,  that  the  Irilh  fubje6ts 
“ outlawed  for  the  rebellion  of  1688,  amounted  to  three  thoufand  nine 

hundred  and  feventy-eightj  and  that  their  Irilh  poffeflions,  as  far  as  could 
“ be  computed,  A\ere  of  the  annual  value  of  two  hundred  and  eleven 
“ thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds;  comprifmg  one  million 
“ fixty  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres.  This  fund  was  fold 
“ under  the  authority  of  an  Englilli  a6t  of  parliament,  to  defray  the  ex- 
“ pences  incurred  by  England  in  reducing  the  rebels  of  1688;  and  the 
“ fale  introduced  into  Ireland  a new  fet  of  adventurers. 

“ It  is  a very  curious  and  important  fpeculation  to  look  back  to  the 
“ forfeitures  of  Ireland  incurred  in  the  laft  century.  The  fuperficial  con- 
“ tents  of  the  ifland  are  calculated  at  eleven  million  forty-two  thoufand 


with  becoming  fpirit,  flie  replied,  that  his  majefty  had  at  lead  the  advantage  of  any  of  them. 
There  is  no  queftion,  but  that  the  Irilh  would  have  flood  by  James  to  the  laft,  had  he  not  fo  lliame- 
fully  fled.  Altliough  his  army  retreated  in  good  order,  fo  as  to  command  the  admiration  of  the 
enemy,  yet,  indignant  at  the  daflardly  conduft  of  their  commander,  they  cried  out  generally  to  the 
enemy,  as  they  retreated,  “ exchange  kings  and  we  will  fight  the  battle  over  again.’’ 

Y * For  which  fee  Appendix,  No.  XLIX. 
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fix  hundred  and  eiglity-two  acres.  Let  us  now  examine  the  date  of 
“ forfeitures : 

In  the  reign  of  James  I.  the  whole  of  the  province  of  Ulfter  Acres. 

was  confifcated,  containing  — — 2,836,837 

Set  out  by  the  Court  of  Claims  at  the  Reftoration  — 7,800,000 

“ Forfeitures  of  1088  — — — i,o6o,792 

Total'  11,697,629 


So  that  the  whole  of  your  illand  has  been  confifcated,  with  the  exception 
of  the  eftates  of  five  or  fix  families  of  Englifii  blood,  fome  of  whom  had 
“ been  attainted  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Vlllth,  but  recovered  their 
“ polfeffions  before  Tyrone’s  rebellion,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcapc 
the  pillage  of  the  Englifii  republic  inflifted  by  Cromwell ; and  no  in- 
confiderable  portion  of  the  illand  has  been  confifcated  twice,  or  perhaps 
thrice,  in  the  courfe  of  a century.  The  fitiiation  therefore  of  the  Irifii 
““  nation  at  the  revolution,  fiands  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  the  in- 
habited  world.  If  the  wars  of  England  carried  on  here,  from  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  had  been  waged  againfl;  a foreign  enemy,  the  inhabitants 
would  have  retained  their  polfelfions  under  the  eftablifiied  law  of  civilized 
nations,  and  their  country  have  been  annexed  as  a province  to  the  Bri- 
tifli  empire.” 


B 


CHAP- 


' . -.V.  ' >:->'/^  ' ' -Vlv; 


• ?« .' 

,-j -.v,  -.;■  > 


^ * 


v,  ‘i'..;  ' •■•  i!V 

' ' V ' '*■. 


S fV' 


\ 'fH*'  1'  %j 

'■'  1(  • 'f;-:f;W*!,' '^,||?._.  ^ 

.-^  ',,ii  .'•  ^»'T  ’'l'.  ■'t-i'lW^'''. 


>*  i-  ■ ■ '’  ' *• 


\ 


,.'  ■.■  •'■  *.-»'V.  ''Him>‘'“  -y  ■..  f.vkv:  . N.A'vb^WS; 


jJWl 


Twr . ■ 1-  . • 

(■■  S 

■.'  ■>  i 


rrs 


i] 


.. 


•■  • y Ml*' -j. . "'.■  .>|| 

■ ' 1 . '■'...-  v!*i  ’/’  ■ ^■<’  I 


• ■ 1. 


>'■«■■■•  ‘^3 


,,^.'ii,  A.;  ■ .;  ■ :yi 


*ji  i^'.'i 


■ .Jh?  -./A  . •:. 


iti 


y ~:r.f  VYu;ty:i  -u 


, <) ;.  . 


"T  *■' 


.y  • ■ ' ' ■' 


■>* 

iSkt 


^ ^ ' !,  ' . I ^ * 1^  > . . >. 

/;  v.  > ;'  - ■!'*.■..  ■ I ':  •■  ('i'rV'  'l.-  r;. 


-•,  '.'  V"''-' 


•»■  y'. . 


,v  <i  t: 


vl.  . , 
',  Mt 


■ I ' / * ^ if’  fi 


y ^ . 


;■  •*,  v 


♦ ■ ,f  ( .V 

. »*  ,, 


PART  III 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  THE  IRISH  NATION,  FROM  THE 
REVOLUTION  UNDER  JAMES  11.  TO  THE  CLOSE 
OF  THE  UNION 


CHAPTER  1. 


THE  REIGNS  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MARY,  AND  WILLIAM. 


The  Revolution  of  1688  opens  to  our  view  a new  fcene  of  Irifli  politics. 
Whatever  civil  advantages  were  gained  or  eftablidied  at  that  epoch  in  Eng- 
land, vainly  do  the  Irilh  look  up  to  it,  as  the  cera  of  their  commencement 
or  improvement  of  conftitutional  liberty.  Then  more  than  ever  was  Ireland 
treated  as  a conquered  people,  its  independence  violated,  its  national  con- 
fequence  and  dignity  debafed.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  fyftematic 
policy  of  the  Britilh  cabinet  of  that  day,  not  only  to  trample  on  the  rights 
of  the  individuals,  through  their  immediate  governors,  but  to  extinguilh  the 
very  idea  of  an  independent  legiflature  in  Ireland.* 

When 


* Mr.  Burke,  viewing  this  fituation  of  his  country  as  a ftatefman  and  a philofopher,  has  left  a 
mafterly  portrait  of  it.  {Letter  to  Sir  Her.  Lang.  p.  44.)  “ By  the  total  reduftion  of  the  kingdom 
" of  Ireland  in  1691,  the  ruin  of  the  native  Irilh,  and  in  a great  meafure  too  of  the  firft  races  of 
the  Englilh,  was  completely  accomplilhed.  The  new  interell  was  fettled  with  as  folid  a liability 
“ as  any  thing  in  human  affairs  can  look  for.  All  tlie  penal  laws  of  that  unparalleled  code  of 
''  oppreffion,  which  were  made  after  the  laft  event,  were  manifellly  the  effefts  of  national  hatred 
" and  fcorn  towards  a conquered  people,  whom  the  vidors  delighted  to  trample  upon,  and  were 
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Wlien  wc  tluow  back  our  attention  to  the  circumftances  of  thole  hays, 
it  appears  unaccountable,  that  the  articles  of  Limerick,  to  which  the  great 
feal  of  England  had  been  affixed,  Ihould  have  been  fo  quickly  and  fo 
barefacedly  infringed  in  the  face  of  the  nation.  Two  months  had  not 
elapfed,  when,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  Harris,  the  avowed  encomiall 
of  AVilliam,  the  lords  juffices  and  General  Ginckle  endeavoured  to  render 
the  firft  of  thofe  articles  of  as  little  force  as  poffible.  Nay,  * “ the  juffices 
“ of  the  peace,  ffieriffs,  and  other  magiftrates  prefuming  on  their  power  in 
“ the  country,  did,  in  an  illegal  manner,  difpolfefs  feveral  of  their  majeffies 
“ fubje6ls  not  only  of  their  goods  and  chattels,  but  of  their  lands  and 
“ tenements,  to  the  great  diffiirbance  of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  firb- 
“ verfion  of  the  law,  and  reproach  of  their  majefties  government.”  So  little 
delicate  was  the  government,  at  this  time,  of  the  obfervance  of  them,  that 
Harris  fcrupled  not  to  confefs,  that  “ Capel,  lord  juffice  in  1693,  proceeded 
‘‘  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power  to  infringe  the  articles  of  Limerick.”'}'  We 
ffiall  be  lefs  furprized  at  this  open  violation  and  defiance  of  the  articles  of 
Limerick,  when  we  confider  that  they  were  boalled  of  by  the  friends  of 

not  at  all  afraid  to  provoke.  They  were  not  the  effeds  of  their  fears,  but  of  their  fecurity. 
They  who  carried  on  this  fyftem,  looked  to  the  irrefiftible  force  of  Great  Britain  for  their  fup- 
poi't  in  their  ads  of  power.  They  were  quite  certain,  that  no  complaints  of  the  natives  would 
be  heard  on  this  fide  of  the  water,  with  any  other  fentiments  than  thofe  of  contempt  and  in- 
“ dignation.  Their  cries  ferved  only  to  augment  their  torture.  Machines  which  could  anfwer 
“ their  purpofes  fo  well  muft  be  of  an  excellent  contrivance.  Indeed  at  that  time  in  England  the 
. “ double  name  of  the  complainants,  Irijh  and  Papijis,  (it  would  be  hard  to  fay  fingly,  which  was 
the  mofl  odious)  fhut  up  the  hearts  of  every  one  againfl:  them.  Whilft  that  temper  prevailed  in 
all  its  force  to  a time  within  our  memory,  every  meafure  was  pleafing  and  popular,  juft  in  pro- 
portion  as  it  tended  to  harafs  and  ruin  a fet  of  people,  who  were  looked  upon  as  enemies  to  God' 
“■  and  man  ; and  indeed  as  a race  of  bigotted  favages,  who  were  a difgrace  to  human  nature  itfelf.” 
* Harris’s  Life  of  King  William,  p.  367. 
t Ibid.  p.  350. 

It  appears  alfo  from  a letter  of  the  lords  juftices  of  the  19th  of  November,  1691,  that  their 
lordfliips  “ had  received  complaints  from  all  parts  of  Ireland  of  the  ill  treatment  of  the  Irifli 

''  who  had  fubmitted,  had  their  majefties  protedtion,  or  were  included  in  articles : and  that  they 

“ were  fo  extremely  terrified  with  apprehenfions  of  the  continuance  of  that  ufage,  that  feme 

thoufands  of  them,  who  had  quitted  the  Irifti  army,  and  went  home  with  a refolution  not  to  go 

“ to  France,  were  then  come  back  again,  and  prefled  earneftly  to  go  thither,  rather  than  flay  in 
Ireland,  w'here  contrary  to  the  public  faith  as  well  as  law  and  juftice,  they  w^ere  robbed  of  their 
“ fubftancc  and  abufed  in  their  perfons.” 
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Tames  as  the  moft  advantageous  capitulation  recorded  in  the  annals  of  war, 
and  for  that  amongft'other  reafons  they  vrere  condemned  by  the  Irilli  Pro- 
teflants,  and  fome  of  the  moft  violent  Whigs  in  England,  as  diflionourable 
to  the  arms  of  William  and  unjuft  to  his  bed  friends  in  Ireland.  The  Irilli 
Proteftants  more  apprehenlive  of  their  own  danger  from  the  comparative 
paucity  of  their  numbers,  than  their  brethren  in  England,  more  feverely 
cenfured  the  moderation  of  William  in  confenting  to  articles  favorable  to 
their  opponents,  and  lamented  their  having  perhaps  loft  for  ever  the  ad- 
vantage of  cmfliing  the  Catholics,  with  fome  fignal  aggravation  of  rigor, 
that  ftiould  take  atvay  the  poflibility  of  their  raifmg  their  heads  again. 
In  no  fenfe  could  the  Revolution  of  1688  be  termed  any  thing  elfe  to  the 
Irilh  than  a mere  conqueft,  and  a conqueft  of  the  harllieft  nature,  inafmuch 
as  it  was  not  followed  up  by  a participation  of  civil  rights  and  liberties 
between  the  conquerors  and  conquered,  but  aded  upon  as  a new  ground 
for  impofing  additional  feverities  upon  the  former  grievances  of  the  van- 
quillied.  “ It  was  (as  IMr.  Burke  obferved,  in  defiance  of  the  principles 
“ of  our  revolution)  the  eftablifiiment  of  the  power  of  the  fmaller  number, 
“ at  the  expence  of  the  civil  liberties  and  properties  of  the  far  greater,  and 
‘‘  at  the  expence  of  the  civil  liberties  of  the  whole.”  Under  the  imperious 
circumftances  of  a great  nation’s  recovering  from  the  agonies  of  a long 
and  bloody  conteft,  it  might  have  been  expected,  that  fome  things  llioubl 
Iiave  been  neceflarily  done  by  the  executive,  until  the  legifiative  power 
could  be  conveniently  called  upon  to  ratify  and  confirm  them.  But 
although  Ireland,  as  an  independent  kingdom,  claimed,  under  William,  the 
fame  rights  which  it  had  enjoyed  under  his  predecelfors  ; yet  did  the  par- 
liament of  England  ufurp  the  right  of  legillating  for  Ireland,  in  as  free  and 
uncontrouled  a manner,  as  if  Ireland  had’  no  right  to  a parliament  of  its 
own.  Thus  in  the  year  1691,  before  William  had  convened  an  Irilli  par- 
liament, the  Englifii  parliament  palled  an  act  to  alter  the  laws  of  Ireland, 
upon  the  moft  eflential  and  fundamental  rights  of  the  fubjeft,  by  excluding 
the  Roman  Catholics,  who  then  compofed  the  decided  majority  of  the 
nation,  from  a feat  in  either  Houle  of  Parliament.*'  And  when  a pure 

* Viz.  3 William  and  Mary,  c.  ii.  An  Ad  for  the  Abrogating  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  in  Ire- 
land, and  appointing  other  Oaths.  It  mull  alfo  be  remarked,  that  the  nth  fedion  of  this  ad 
contains  an  exception  of  perfons  comprifed  in  the  Articles  of  Limerick,  which  amounts  to  a 
legifiative  recognition  of  them. 
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Protellant  parliament  had  been  convened  in  the  year  l6g2,  fo  little  fatisfied 
with  it  \ras  the  parliament  of  England,  that  they  continued  their  legiflative 
encroachments  upon  Ireland,  by  enacting  whatever  laws  they  thought 
proper  for  regulating  and  fettling  the  legal,  civil,  military,  and  ecclefiafti- 
cal  departments  in  Ireland,  for  checking  their  commerce  and  difpofmg 
of. their  property.  The  Roman  Catholics  being  fhut  out  of  parliament, 
either  withdrew  or  were  driven  out  of  the  field  of  politics.  Their  fubmiflive 
forbearance  under  a moll  fevere  extenfion  of  the  penal  code  during  the 
prefent  and  fubfequent  reign,  is  the  fingle  point  relating  to  them  which 
has  arrefted  the  notice  of  any  hiftorian  of  that  day.  This  bulk  of  the  nation 
had  a phyfical,  not  a political  exiftence ; nor  were  they  ever  brought  under 
the  confideration  of  the  government,  but  as  obje6ts  of  fome  new  rigor  ar 
feverity. 

In  the  higher  orders,  the  progrefs  of  the  Reformation  had  latterly  been 
much  more  rapidly  extended  than  formerly.  And  the  Englifli  who  were 
now  domiciliated  in  Ireland,  were,  from  plantations,  forfeitures,  and  other 
caufes,  furprizingly  multiplied.  Thefe  two  deferiptions  of  perfons,  whofe 
ultimate  aim  in  the  former  reigns  had  been  to  acquire  an  afcendancy 
over  the  old  native  Catholic  intereft  of  the  country,  now  began  to  confider 
themfelves  an  independent  Irifli  intereft:  and  although  the  Revolution  did 
not  let  in  the  Irifli  nation  immediately  to  thofe  civil  rights  and  liberties 
which  it  imparted  or  fecured  to  England,  yet  it  enkindled  in  thofe  who 
gave  into  it,  a fpirit  of  freedom,  which  difpofed  them  to  infill  upon  the 
conftitutional  rights  of  Iriihmen. 

In  no  fenfe  whatever  did  the  Revolution  of  1688  open  to  Ireland  any  of 
thofe  conftiutional  bleftings  which  were  fo  ftrongly  afterted  by  it  in  England. 
The  fupporters  of  the  Whig  intereft  in  Ireland,  differed  from  thofe  who 
forwarded  the  Revolution  in  England,  in  principle,  in  a6lion,  and  in  views. 
The  Irifli  Whigs  of  that  day  were  the  relics  of  the  Oliverian  party,  avowing 
no  other  principle  than  that  of  retaining  the  monopoly  of  the  power  of 
the  few,  over  the  bulk  of  the  nation;  acting  upon  them  with  arbitrary 
feverity,  in  order  to  rivet  the  whole  native  poiver  of  the  country  in  dif- 
graceful  and  everlafting  thraldom.  So  deeply  rooted  uwas  this  pfeudo 
JVhiggifm  of  1 64Q,  implanted  in  molt  of  the  Irifli  Proteftants  of  that  day, 
that  the  lapfe  of  more  than  a century  has  not  eradicated  it.  It  will  be 
the  candid  duty  of  the  hiftorian,  to  trace  its  progrefs  and  operation  upon 
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the  nation  at  large,  and  to  difcriminate  between  their  political  condu6l 
towards  their  country,  and  that  of  another  Proteftant  party,  who  have  from 
time  to  time  endeavoured  to  fet  up  the  genuine  principles  of  the  Englifli 
Revolution,  againft  the  fyflematic  abufe  of  them  by  their  Proteftant  oppo- 
nents in  Ireland.*  It  has  been  obferved  by  a late  refpeftable  hiftorian,'}'  that 
“ the  perfons  whom  the  king  appointed  lords  juftices,  difcovered  an  arbitrary 
“ fpirit,  and  great  partiality  in  the  difpenfation  of  jnftice : the  trial  of 
“ crimes  was  often  conduced  in  a fummary  way,  and  without  regard  to  the 
“ eflential  forms  of  law : evidence  was  fupprefted  with  the  connivance  of  the 
“ judges,  the  principal  tranfgreflbrs  were  acquitted,  whilft  thofe  who  a6led 
“ under  their  direction  and  influence,  fuffered  the  extreme  vengeance  of 
“ the  laws.  But  in  no  cafe  did  the  management  of  the  juftices  appear  more 
“ iniquitous  and  oppreflive  than  in  regard  to  the  Irifli  forfeitures.  The 
“ moft  beneficial  leafes  were  not  only  retained  for  themfelves  and  their 
“ friends,  but  in  the  competition  for  eftates  and  farms,  the  loweft  bidders 
“ were  fometimes  preferred,  which  unavoidably  led  to  the  fufpicion  of 
“ fecret  compenfation  being  made  them  for  flagrant  breach  of  truft.  Thefe 
“ mifdemeanours  and  the  grievances  occafloned  by  them,  produced  com- 
“ plaints  and  difafFe6lions,  which  were  made  the  ground  of  fpecific  charges, 
“ prefented  to  the  legiflature  in  both  kingdoms.  Enquiries  were  inftituted  ; 
“ important  difcoveries  were  made ; bnt  the  extreme  intricacy  and  tediouf- 
“ nefs  of  this  bulinefs,  the  private  concerns  of  the  parties  in  England,  and 
“ the  induftry  of  powerful  individuals,  who  were  not  themfelves  free  from 
“ all  acceflion  to  the  guilt  alledged,  prevented  any  efte6tual  redrefs  of  public 
“ abufes,  and  the  punifliment  of  ftate  delinquents.” 

Lord  Sydney  having  been  created  lord  lieutenant,  immediately  iflued  writs 
and  convened  a parliament ; the  primary  objeft  of  which  was  to  raife  fup- 
plies  to  difcharge  the  debts  contracted  during  the  war.  There  had  been  no 
parliament  in  Ireland,  except  that  which  fat  under  James,  for  the  laft  twenty- 
fix  years:  and  although  the  parliament  of  England  had  undertaken  to 

* This  is  the.  important  clue  tliat  can  alone  lead  the  reader  through  the  intricate  mazes  of  hif- 
torical  mifreprefentation,  to  a fair  unbiafl'ed  judgment  and  an  unclouded  view  of  the  prefent  ftate 
of  Ireland.  Out  of  this  ground  of  difference  arifes  the  modern  diftinSion  between  the  true 
conftitutional  Whig  and  Orangeman  of  Ireland,  to  which,  in  the  proper  time  and  order,  I muft 
draw  the  attention  of  my  reader. 

f Sommers’s  Hifiory,  i vol.  p.  486. 
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leglflate  for  Ireland  on  the  moft  important  matters  of  Rate,  yet  had  it  not 
proceeded  to  the  extent  of  railing  money  diredtly  upon  the  people  of  Ireland. 
The  Irilh  parliament  could  not  be  infenfible  of  the  encroachments  made 
on  their  independence ; they  felt  their  confequence,  and  manifelled  by  their 
conclu6l  their  refentment  of  thefe  meafures  of  government.  The  commons 
confented  to  grant  a fiim  not  exceeding  70,000/.  pleading  the  inability  of  the 
people  from  the  calamities  of  the  late  vars  to  encreafe  the  grant.  They 
confidered  it  to  be  their  indifputable  right  to  determine  in  the  firft  inftance 
both  the  fum  and  the  manner  of  raifmg  every  fupply  granted  to  the  ciwn. 
In  violation  of  this  privilege,  two  money  bills,  which  had  not  originated 
Avith  them,  Avere  tranfmitted  from  England,  and  laid  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  In  refentment  of  this  encroachment  upon  their  privileges,  they 
rejected  one  of  them,  and  from  the  extreme  urgency  of  the  cafe  alone  they 
confented  to  pafs  the  other;  but  not  Avithout  having  entered  very  pointed 
refolutions  upon  their  journals  in  fupport  of  their  rights.*  His  excellency 
Avas  Iiighly  enraged  at  thefe  refolutions,  and  in  his  fpeech,  upon  proroguing 
the  parliament,  he  feverely  reprimanded  them  for  having,  in  contravention 
of  the  defign  of  their  meeting,  undutifully  and  ungratefully  invaded  their 

* 2 Journ.  28.  2lfl:  of  Oftober,  1692.  Rcfolved,  that  it  Was,  and  is  the  foie  and  undoubted 
right  of  the  commons  of  Ireland,  in  parliament  affembled,  to  prepare  and  refolve  the  ways  and 
“ means  of  raifing  money.  Refolved,  that  it  was,  and  is  the  undoubted  right  of  tlie  commons  to 
prepai'e  heads  of  bills  for  railing  money.  Refolved,  that  notwithftanding  the  aforefaid  rights  of 
the  commons,  this  houfe  doth  think  fit,  upon  confideration  of  the  prefent  exigencies  of  aft'airs, 
and  the  public  necellity  of  fpeedily  raifing  a fupply  for  their  majefties,  to  order  that  a bill,  tranf- 
“ mitted  out  of  England,  intituled.  An  Aft  for  an  additional  Duty  of  Excife  upon  Beer,  Ale,  and 
“ other  Liquors,  be  now  read  : whereupon  the  faid  bill  was  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  a fecond 
reading  to  morrow  morning  at  10  o’clock.  Rcfolved,  ncmine  contradicentc,  that  the  receiving  or 
reading  of  the  faid  bill,  fo  tranfmitted  as  aforefaid,  be  not  drawn  into  precedent  hereafter.  28th 
“ of  Oftober,  1692.  A motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion  being  put,  that  a bill  now  on  the 
“ table,  intituled,  An  Aft  for  grantingjto  their  Majefties  certain  Duties  for  one  Year,  might  be 
read,  it  pafled  in  the  negative.  Refolved,  that  the  faid  bill  be  rejefted  by  this  houfe.  Refolved, 
“ that  it  be  entered  in  the  Journal  of  this  houfe,  that  the  reafon  why  the  faid  bill  was  rejefted,  is, 
that  the  fame  had  not  its  rife  in  this  houfe.”  On  the  Sd  of  November,  1692,  the  lord  lieutenant, 
in  a very  angry  fpeech,  prorogued  the  parliament,  in  which  he  feverelj  reprobated  thefe  refolutions, 
and  required  the  clerk  to  enter  his  proteft  (quod  vide  in  Appendix,  No.  L.)  againft  them,  that 
it  might  remain  as  a vindication  of  their  majefties  prerogatives  and  the  right  of  tlie  crown  of 
England  in  thefe  particulars  to  future  ages.  After  two  prorogations,  this  parliament  Avas  diftblved 
^)n  the  5th  of  September,  1C93. 


niajeRies 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


201 


inajefties  prerogative.  The  commons  requefted  permiffion  to  fend  com- 
iniffioners  to  England,  in  order  to  lay  a full  and  impartial  ftatement  of  their 
condu6l  before  their  majefties;  when  they  were  tauntingly  allured  l)y  the 
lord  lieutenant,  that  they  might  go  to  England  to  beg  their  majejiies  pardon 
for  their  [editions  and  riotous  aJJ'embUes.  The  lord  lieutenant  in  juftification 
of  his  condudl  procured  the  opinion  of  the  judges  againfi;  the  right,  which 
the  commons  claimed  of  having  money  bills  originate  with  them.  This 
unexpected  and  ungracious  prorogation  created  general  difcontent:  feveral 
bills  of  importance  remained  to  be  perfected,  feveral  grievances  to  be  re- 
drelfed.  Sydney  became  unpopular;  and  government  found  it  prudent  to 
recal  him. 

Upon  the  removal  of  Lord  Sydney,  the  government  was  veiled  in  three 
juftices.  Lord  Capel,  Sir  Cyril  Wyche,  and  Mr.  Duncorabe.  Difference  of 
principle  difunited  their  government,  which  Ihortly  after  was  concentered 
in  Lord  Capel,  as  lord  deputy.  He  belt  knew  the  difpofition  and  willies  of 
the  Englidi  cabinet,  and  warmly  efpoufed  the  interelt  of  the  Englilli  fettlers, 
and  as  eagerly  oppofed  the  claims  of  the  Irilli  under  the  articles  of  Limerick. 
Sir  Cyril  Wyche  and  Mr.  Duncombe,  regardlefs  of  court  favor,  fought 
impartially  to  give  the  full  effedt  to  the  articles  of  Limerick,  upon  which 
the  court  party  and  the  Proteltants  in  general,  looked  with  a jealous  eye, 
as  prejudicial  to  their  interelt.  The  inflexibility  of  Wyche  and  Duncombe 
foon  Avorked  their  removal:  and  the  accommodating  zeal  of  Capel  enabled 
him  to  difplace  all  thofe,  who  thwarted  his  defigns.  Several  changes  were 
made  in  the  adminiltration,  and  a new  parliament  was  convened. 

The  bufmefs  of  this  feffion  Avas  at  frit  undilturbed,  and  the  fupplies  Avhich 
had  been  required,  Avere  quietly  granted.  Several  new  penal  ftatutes  Avere 
enadted  againft  the  Catholics;*  fome  of  Avhich  Avere  in  diredt  contravention 
to  the  articles  of  Limerick.  Yet  a laAV  Avas  made  in  this  parliament  for 
the  confirmation  of  thefe  A-ery  articles ;!  but  Avhich  in  fadf  Avas  an  abridge- 

* Such  were.  An  Ad  to  reftrain  foreign  Education,  4 William  and  Mary  c.  iv.  An  Ad  for  the 
better  Securing  the  Government  by  difarming  Papifts,  4 William  and  Mary  c.  v. — An  Ad  for 
banitliing  all  Papifts  exerciftng  any  Ecclcfiaftical  Jurifdidion,  and  all  regulars  of  the  Popifti  Clergy 
out  of  the  Kingdom,  9 William  III.  c.  i.  An  Ad  to  prevent  Proteftants  intermarrying  with  Papifts, 
9 William  c.  iii.  An  Ad  to  prevent  Papifts  being  Solicitors,  9 William  c.  xiii. 

•p  An  Ad  for  the  Confirmation  of  Articles,  made  at  the  Surrender  of  the  City  of  Limerick, 
9 William  III.  c.  ii. 
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ment  rather  than  a confirmation  of  them  in  feveral  inftances.*  Notwith- 
Itanding  the  tide  of  courtly  prejudice  againft  the  tendency  and  obfervance 
of  thefc  articles,  Sir  Charles  Porter,  the  chancellor,  nobly  dared  to  ftand 
up  in  fupport  of  them.  This  conduct  of  the  chancellor  brought  upon  him 
the  whole  vengeance  of  the  caftle.  The  lord  deputy  is  reported,  with  the 
afliftance  of  his  friends  and  creatures,  to  have  procured  a charge  to  be 
fabricated  againft  him,  by  which  he  was  accufed  of  defigns  hoftile  to  go- 
vernment. In  fupport  of  the  accufation,  a motion  was  made  in  the  Iloufe 
of  Commons,  but  on  being  heard  in  his  own  juftification,  he  was  mdft  ho- 
nourably acquitted. 

However  glorious  in  the  caufe  of  civil  freedom  were  the  exertions  of 
our  anceftors  at  the  revolution,  yet  the  unhiafled  mind  muft  neceffarily 
doubt  the  purity  of  their  patriotifm,  when  it  contemplates  the  Englifti  par- 
liament and  government  oppofing  that  very  liberty  in  Ireland,  which 
they  fo  zealoufly  fupported  in  England.  The  fermentation  between  England 
and  Ireland  became  alarming.  It  was  no  longer  a conteft  between  a con- 
queror and  an  opprefled  people,  reclaiming  their  natural,  civil,  or  religious 
rights.  The  bulk  of  the  nation  was  fo  difpirited  and  reduced  under  their 
futferings,  that  their  feeble  moans  were  fcarcely  heard  on  their  own  ftiores, 
much  lefs  acrofs  St.  George’s  Channel:  they  exifted  only  as  the  paftive 
objedts  of  perfecution.  The  conflidl  was  with  that  very  Proteftant  afcendancy 
in  Ireland,  which  it  had  been  the  primary  policy  of  the  Englifh  cabinet 
for  the  laft  century  to  eftablith,  and  which  now  only  had  been  effedlually 
accompliflied.  It  was  impoflible  that  civil  liberty  ftiould  make  the  progrefs 
it  did  in  England,  and  that  Ireland  ftiould  be  more  than  infenfible  of  its 
bleflings.  The  Irifti  legiflature  was  called  upon,  to  furrender  and  renounce 
thofe  very  rights,  which  the  Englifti  parliament  had_  fo  glorioufty  afierted. 
IMr.  IMolyneux,  one  of  the  members  for  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  a very 
popular  charadler,  was  the  moft  forward  in  the  caule  of  Irifti  patriotifm.  In 

* Whilft  this  bill  was  pending,  a petition  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Cufac  and  fome  few,  on  behalf 
of  themfelves  and  others,  comprifed  in  the  articles  of  Limerick,  fetting  forth  that  in  the  bill  there 
were  feveral  claufes,  that  would  fruftrate  the  petitioners  of  the  benefit  of  the  fame : and  if  pafled  into 
a law,  would  turn  to  the  min  of  fome,  and  the  prejudice  of  all  perfons  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
faid  articles,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  counfel  to  the  faid  matters : which  having  been  prefented 
and  read,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolyed,  that  the  faid  petition  fhould  be  reje6ted.  2 Journ.  Com. 

p.  19+.  • 
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1698,  he  publiflied  his  famous  book,  intituled  “ The  Cafe  of  Ireland's  being 
hound  by  Acts  of  ParUament  in  England  fatedf  which  greatly  encreafed 
his  reputation,  influence,  and  popularity  wi'thin  and  Avithout  the  parliament 
of  Ireland.* 

This  book  was  Avritten  in  a ftrain  of  independent  difcufiion  and  fpirited 
affertion,  to  Avhich  Ireland  had  hitherto  been  a ftranger.  The  author  con- 
lidered  how  Ireland  originally  became  annexed  to  the  croAvm  of  England, 
hoAV  far  this  connexion  Avas  founded  in  conqueft,  Avhat  Avere  the  true  and 
lawful  rights  of  the  conquerors  over  the  conquered,  and  Avhether  thofe  rights, 
Avhatever  they  might  be,  extended  to  pofterity  indefinitely;  and  finally, 
what  conceffions  had  been  made  to  Ireland,  and  Avhat  Avere  the  opinions 
of  the  learned,  Avho  had  handled  the  fubje6;:  he  clofed  Avith  ftrong  inferences 
in  fupport  of  a perfe6l  and  reciprocal  independence  of  each  kingdom  upon 
the  other,'!'  As  by  the  firft  aft,  Avhich  the  Irifli  legiflature  palled  under 

William 

- * The  Billiop  of  Derry^  who  publiflied  his  book  in  1122,  arid  dedicated  it  to  William  Conolly, 
Efq.  the  then  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fays,  p.  138,  “ that  this  gentleman  was  allowed 
''  by  every  body,  to  write  like  a perfoii  of  good  parts,  good  learning,  and  good  breeding : and  it 
“ was  generally  thought  an  excufable  failure  in  his  cafe,  if  his  zeal  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his 
“■  native  country  fometimes  exceeded  his  knowledge.  But  it  fo  happened,  that  immediately  upon 
“ the  publifliing  of  his  book,  the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons  made  an  humble  addrefs  to  the  king, 
“ wherein  they  took  notice  of  dangerous  attempts  lately  made  by  fame  of  his  fuhjedls  in  Ireland,  to 
“ Jliake  off  their  fuhjellmi  and  dependence  upon  E/igland,  taking  alfo  particular  notice  of  the  bold  and 
“ pernicious  affertions  of  this  writer.  Hereupon,  adds  this  learned  prelate,  feveral  dabblers  in 

Englifli  laws  and  politics,  looked  upon  themfelves  as  called  to  arms.”  The  intemperate  violence 
of  the  Englifh  commons  on  this  occalion  appears  from  a paragraph  in  the  firft  form  of  their  addrefs, 
which  upon  a fecond  reading  was  prudently  omitted  j namely,  “ and  that  your  majefty  would  be 
“ pleafed  to  order  copies  of  the  journals  of  the  laft  parliament,  and  fo  from  time  to  time  of  all 
” fucceeding  parliaments  of  Ireland,  to  be  tranfmitted  into  England,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  the 
“ parliament  here,  and  to  difeourage  all  things,  which  may  in  any  degree  tend  to  leffen  the  de- 
“ pendance  of  Ireland  upon  England.”  Eng.  Journ.  Com.  30  June,  1C98,  It  is  Angular,  that 
from  the  furrender  of  Limerick,  no  public  charge  or  accufation  of  any  attempt  to  throw  off  their 
dependance  upon  the  crown  of  England  was  ever  raifed  againft  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
This  charge  and  interference  by  the  Engliflx  commons  have  been  ever  cOnfidered  by  the  Irifh,  as 
unwarrantable  and  unconftitutional.  The  body  of  Catholics  was  in  no  manner  implicated  in  it. 
This  publication  of  Mr.  Molyneux  was  the  firft  effort  of  notoriety  made  in  Ireland  by  an  Irifh  Pro- 
teftant  in  favour  of  the  civil  liberty  of  Ireland. 

t As  it  was  upon  the  principle  and  admiflion  of  fuch  previous  independence  that  the  union  was 
•ultimately  eflefted,  nothing  can  more  forcibly  illuftrate  the  mifehief  of  that  grofs  anomaly  in  poli- 
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William  ami  iMaiy,  they  had  efpecially  recognized,  that  “ the  kingdom 
“ of  Ireland  Avas  annexed  and  united  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England, 
“ and  by  the  laws  and  flatutes  of  this  kingdom  (Ireland),  was  declared 
“ to  be  juhly  and  rightfully  depending  upon  and  belonging  and  for  ever 
united  to  the  fame,”  it  was' clearly  impoffible  to  reconcile  the  theory  of 
perfect  independence  Avith  the  pra61ice:  the  very  exigencies  of  human  policy 
required,  that  the  predominancy  of  the  power  of  England  lliould,  through- 
out every  department  of  Iridi  government  and  legiflation,  command  an  af- 
cendancy,  againft  which  the  only  remedy  lay  in  an  incorporate  union. 
With  reafon  then  did  the  late  Lord  Clare  affure  the  Eloufe  of  Peers  on  the 
]Oth  of  February,  1800,  “ that  our  anceflors  faw  the  feeds  of  difunion  in 
“ the  connexion,  which  at  this  time  fubfilled  between  Ireland  and  England.” 

*The  Englilh  Houfe  of  Commons  took  up  the  gauntlet  with  a high  hand: 
a committee  was  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  Molyneux’s  book,  and  to  report 
fuch  paffages  as  they  fliould  find  denying  the  authority  of  the  parliament 
of  England,  and  alfo  what  proceedings  had  taken  place  in  Ireland,  that 
might  occafion  the  faid  pamphlet.  On  the  22nd  of  June.,  1698,  the  com- 
mittee reported  the  obnoxious  paflages,  and  ftated,  that  on  enquiry  into 
the  proceedings  in  Ireland,  which  might  occafion  the  pamphlet,  they  found 
in  a bill  tranfinitted  under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  during  the  late  parlia- 
ment there,  intituled,  “ A Bill  for  the  better  Security  of  her  Majefty’s  Perfon 
“ and  Government,”  that  the  whole  of  an  a6l  paffed  in  England  for  abro- 
gating the  oath  of  fupremacy  in  Ireland,  and  appointing  other  oaths,  was' 
re-ena61ed  with  fome  alterations;,  and  that  in  the  fame  bill,  the  crown  of 
Ireland  was  filled  the  imperial"  crown  of  Ireland.  Upon  this  report,  the 
houfe  refolved  nemlne  contradicente\  “ that  the  book  publiflied  by  Mr.  IMo- 
lyneux  was  of  dangerous  tendency  to  the  crown  and  people  of  England, 

tics,  inipcriiim  in  imperio.  It  is  a metaphyfical  truth,  that  all  independence  muft  be  reciprocal  r 
and  therefore  it  becomes  a matter  of  more  aftonifhment,  that  Mr.  Molyneux’s  arguments,  which 
it  is  underftood  had  been  revifed  and  perufed  by  his  friend  the  great  Lock,  and  from  whofe  works 
feveral  of  them  had  been  borrowed,  fliould  have  met  with  fo  different  a reception  from  the  advo- 
cates and  fupporters  of  the  principles  of  the  revolution  in  England.  Two  perfons  attempted  to 
anfwcr  Mr.  Molyneux’s  book,  Mr.  Atwood,  and  Mr.  Cary:  the  latter  w'lth  infinitely  more  ability 
than  the  former.  Atwood  was  a barrifter,  and  Cary  a Briftol  merchant.  Of  their  works  the 
Bifliop  of  Derry  faid : “ the  merchant  argues  and  pleads  like  a counfellor  at  law : and  the  barrifter 
“■  Brings  his  fmall  wares  together  like  a lliopkeeper.”  {Ilijl,  Lib.  p.  ISp.) 

* Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Clare,  p.  23 . 
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“ by  denying  the  authority  of  the  king  and  parliament  of  England  to  bind 
“ the  kingdom  and  people  of  Ireland,  and  the  fubordination  and  dependance, 
“ that  Ireland  had  and  ought  to  have  upon  England  as  being  united  and 
“ annexed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England.”  They  refolved  alfo,  “ that 
“ the  bill  lately  tranfmitted  from  Ireland,  whereby  an  a6l  of  parliament 
“ made  in  England  exprefsly  to  bind  Ireland,  is  pretended  to  be  re-ena6ted, 
“ had  given  occafion  and  encouragement  to  forming  and  publifliing  the 
“ dangerous  pofitions  contained'  in  the  faid  book.”  The  houfe  in  a body 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  enlarging  in  terms  of  great  indignation 
on  the  book  and  its  pernicious  affertions,  and  on  the  dangerous  tendency 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Irifli  parliament;  befeeching  his  majefty  to  exert 
his  royal  prudence  to  prevent  their  being  drawn  into  example,  and  to  take 
all  necelfary  care,  that  the  laws  which  diredted  and  reflrained  the  parliament 
of  Ireland  in  their  adtings,  diould  not  be  evaded;  and  concluding  with 
an  affurance  of  their  ready  concurrence  and  affiftance  in  a parliamentary 
way,  to  preferve  and  maintain  the  dependance  and  fubordination  of  Ireland 
to  the  imperial  crown  of  England.  The  king  anfwered,  “ that  he  would 
“ take  care,  that  what  was  complained  of  fliould  be  prevented  and  redreffed 

as  the  commons  defired.”  Thus  were  the  parliaments  of  the  two  coun- 
tries at  iffue. 

It  has  been  the  fate  of  Ireland  to  experience  more  harlhnefs  from  the 
Englhli  government,  than  any  other  part  of  the  Britilh  empire:  on  none 
has  the  hand  of  the  conqueror  preffed  fo  heavily.  The  inflexible  tena- 
city of  the  Irifli  to  their  old  religion  has  been  generally  and  not  without 
reafon,  affigned  as  the  caufe  of  it.  Yet  fmgular  it  is,  that  under  a fove- 
reign,  who  was  called  over  by  the  nation  as  the  aflertor  and  protector 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  under  the  firfl  Irifli  parliament,  which 
confifled  purely  of  Proteftant  members,  the  abfolute  paramount  fovereignty 
of  England  was  more  loftily  claimed  and  flernly  exerted  than  at  any 
other  period.  The  laws  by  which  the  Englifli  legiflature  prohibited  tho 
exportation  of  wool  and  woollen  manufadtures  from  Ireland,  upon  pain 
of  confifeation,  imprilbnment,  and  tranfportation,  and  by  which  no  acquittal 
in  Ireland  of  any  offence  againfl;  thefe  flatutes  was  allowed  to  be  pleaded 
in  bar  of  any  indi6tment  upon  them  within  the  kingdom  of  England,  were 
confidered  as  grievous  ufurpations  upon  the  independent  conftitutionaF 

rights 

* It  evidently  contradids  the  firft  principles  of  onr  conllitutional  jurifprudence,  that  a free  fubjecl 

after 
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rights  of  Ireland.  The  Englilli  parliament’s  interference  alfo  with  the 
Irifli  forfeitures  created  a new  and  moft  inveterate  ground  of  jealoufy  and 
rancour  between  the  two  legiflatures.  ^ 

Although  William  had  been  called  to  the  Britiili  throne  for  the  avowed 
purpofe  of  protedling  our  civil  rights  and  liberties,  yet  no  monarch  was 
ever  more  thwarted  by  his  parliament  in  his  views  and  inclinations  towards 
his  fubjefts.  It  might  be  unfair  to  charge  him  with  the  odium  of  feveral 
public  meafures,  which  the  violence  of  party  compelled  him  to  yield  to. 
The  ftrong  meafure  of  withholding  the  royal  affent  from  bills,  that  had  pafled 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  could  not  be  expedted  from  William,  who’ 
fo  peculiarly  held  his  crown  by  parliamentary  tenure.  On  no  occafion  were 
his  feelings  fo  feverely  wounded  by  the  imperious  afcendancy  of  his  Englilh 
parliament,  as  on  paffing  the  a6l  for  refuming  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Ireland. 
William  had  exercifed  his  difcretion  in  making  grants  of  the  forfeited  lands 
in  Ireland  to  feveral,  who  had  either  deferved  well  of  their  country,  or  had 
acquired  intereft  at  court.  The  commons  of  England  were  jealous  of  the 
king’s  favors,  and  charged  his  majefty  with  the  breach  of  promife,  that 
he  would  not  grant  away  any  of  thofe  lands,  but  permit  them  to  be  fold 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  in  order  to  clear  the  heavy  expences  of  the  late 
Avar.  They  accordingly  refolved  to  fet  afide  the  feventy-fix  grants  he  had 
made.  By  a6l  of  parliament,  a commiffion  of  feven  perfons  Avas  inftituted, 
to  enquire  into  the  value  of  the  confifcated  eftates,  AAdiich  had  been  difpofed 
of,  and  into  the  reafons,  upon  Avhich  they  had  been  alienated  from  the  public. 
There  certainly  Avas  fome  perfonal  refentment  againft  the  king,  in  inftituting 
the  fcrutiny  into  the  reafons  of  the  royal  grants.  The  interference  of  the 
Englilh  parliament  Avith  thefe  concerns  of  Ireland,  Avas  uiiAvarrantable,  Avhilft 
Ireland  had  an  independent  parliament  of  their  OAvn.  The  Englilli  par- 
liament, hoAvever,  afluming  a general  tutelary  power  oA'er  every  part  of  the 
Britilh  empire,  adlually  refumed  thefe  grants,  Avhich  they  confidered  the 
king  to  have  made  inconfiderately  and  extravagantly.  The  majority  of 
thefe  commiflioners  Avei-C  ftrongly  in  the  intereft  of  the  parliament,  the 

after  having  been  tried  upon  a penal  ftatute  in  his  own  country  and  acquitted,  may  be  dragged 
to  a foreign  land  to  undergo  a fecond  trial  for  the  fame  offence,  without  the  advantage  of  a jury 
of  his  countrymen  and  peers,  and  probably  without  wineffes  for  his  defence,  or  refources’for  his 
fupport. 


other 
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other  three  were  more  pliant  to  the  wiihes  of  the  crown.*  The  variances 
between  the  two  contending  parties  were  produ6tive  of  this  beneficial  effect 
to  Ireland,  that  the  eyes  of  the  nation  were  completely  opened  to  the  abufes, 
which  prefcription  feemed  to  have  fan6tioned  in  the  appropriation  of  Irifli  for- 
feitures : and  which  the  Irifli  legiflature  had  hitherto  been  ever  either  un- 
able or  unwilling  to  refifl.  In  this  contefl  the  country  party  prevailed,  and  ]' 
there  having  been  divers  groundlefs  and  fcandalous  afperfions  caft  upon 
the  four  commiffioners  who  were  of  that  party,  the  commons  refolved,  that 
they  had  acquitted  themfelves  in  the  execution  of  that  commiffion  with 
underftanding,  courage,  and  integrity ; and  Sir  Richard  Leving,  one  of  the 
other  three  commiffioners,  was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  having  been  the 
author  of  thofe  reports.  Ireland  on  this  occafion  was  doomed  to  fuffer  on 
bpth  fides;  on  one  from  the  extravagant  grants  of  the  forfeited  lands  to 
court  favourites,  in  lieu  of  applying  them  to  the  difcharge  of  the  national 
incumbrances,  on  the  other,  by  the  ufurpation  and  encroaehment  of  the 
Englifli  parliament  over  the  independent  fovereignty  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland.  The  rights  of  Ireland  M^ere  wholly  loft  in  the  heat  of  the  conteft 
between  the  court  and  country  party.  The  former  wifhing  to  referve  fome 
at  leaft  of  the  forfeited  lands  to  the  difpofal  of  the  crown,  put  the  queftion, 
which  paffed  in  the  negative,  and  on  the  next  day  it  was  refolved,  “ that 
“ the  advifing,  procuring,  and  pafting  the  faid  grants  of  the  forfeited  and 
“ other  eftates  in  Ireland,  had  been  the  occafion  of  contracting  great  debts 
“ upon  the  nation,  and  levying  heavy  taxes  upon  the  people:  and  that 
“ the  advifing  and  paffmg  the  faid  grants  was  highly  refledting  on  the  king’s 
“ honor : and  that  the  officers  and  inftruments  concerned  in  the  proeuring 
“ and  pafting  thefe  grants,  had 'highly  failed  in  the  performance  of  their 

* The  court  commiflioners  were  Henry  Earl  of  Drogheda,  Sir  Richard  Leving,  and  Sir  Francis 
Brewfterj  tlie  parliament  commiffioners  were  Francis  Annelly,  John  Trenchard,  James  Hamilton, 
and  Henry  Langford,  efquires : tliefe  four  alone,  figned  the  report,  which  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, No.  LI : it  accounts  for  the  appropriation  pf  1,060,792  acres.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
point  out  the  fignal  fervices  rendered  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Villiers  (she  was  Countefs  of  Orkney  in 
1695)  in  the  redudion  of  Ireland,  that  entitled  her  to  a grant  of  95,649  acres,  then  worth,  per  an- 
num, 25,9951.  18s.,  as  will  be  found  by  this  report.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  tliat  in  the  feventh 
article  of  impeachment  againft  Lord  Somers,  is  contained  a charge,  that  he  did  advife,  promote,  and 
procure,  divers  like  grants  of  tire  late  forfeited  eftates  in  Ireland,  in  contempt  of  the  advice  of  the 
commons  of  England.  0 vol.  Pari.  liijl.  p.  151. 

f Ibid.  p.  122. 
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“ trurt  and  diiH’.* * * §’  Soon  after  the  h61  of  refnmption  paffed,  and  the  violence 
done  to  the  king's  feelings  in  giving  the  royal  alfent  to  it,  made  a deep 
iinpreflion  on  liis  mind  and  fpirits,  from  which  he  never  rallied  to  the  hour 
of  his  death.  His  majcfty’s  extreme  difpleafure  was  exprelfed  in  his  fpeech 
to  the  commons,  when  they  addrefl'ed  him  in  relation  to  the  Irifli  forfeitures. 

* (icntlemen,  I was  not  led  by  inclination,  but  thought  myfelf  obliged 
“ in  juftice  to  reward  thofe,  who  had  ferved  well  and  particularly  in  the 
reduction  of  Ireland  ont  of  the  eftates  forfeited  to  me  by  the  rebellion 
there,  See.”  Which  anfwer,  when  the  fpeaker  reported  it,  the  commons 
lb  highly  refented,  that  they  refolved,  “ that  whoever  advifed  it,  had  ufed 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  create  a mifunderltanding  and  jealoufy  between 
“ the  king  and  his  people.”  The  forenefs  of  King  William  on  this  occafioii 
is  fairly  accounted  for  by  the  obfervation,  that  whereas  the  late  king, 
“ who  came  over  here  a perfebt  ftranger  to  our  laws  and  to  our  people, 
“ regardlefs  of  pofterity,  wherein  he  was  not  likely  to  furvive,  thought  he 
“ could  no  better  flrengthen  a new  title,  than  by  purchafmg  friends  at  the 
“ expence  of  every  thing,  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  part  with.”| 

The  principal,  if  not  the  only  obftacle,  Avhich  William  had  experienced 
in  eflablifliing  himfelf  completely  on  the  throne,  was  the  refiftance  of  King 
James’s  Irilli  fubjebls.  They  were  the  firft  and  laft  in  the  field  in  fupport 
of  the  houfe  of  Stuart : and  although  feveral  penal  and  fevere  laws  v'ere 
paifed  during  his  reign  againft  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  yet  it  is 
but  juftice  to  allow,  that  the  royal  alfent  given  to  them  by  King  William, 
imported  no  perfonal  difpofition  in  that  monarch  to  harafs  or  perfecute  his 
Catholic  fubjefts  on  the  fcore  of  religion.  He  is  generally  panegyrized  for 
his  fpirit  of  toleration,  on  account  of  the  a6t  paffed  in  the  very  firft  year  of 
his  reign, § for  eafing  his  Proteftant  diffenting  fubjefts  from  the  penalties  of 

* 3 vol.  Pari.  Kift.  p.  122. 

f Swift's  Hill:,  of  the  Four  laft  Years  of  Ann,  p.  240. 

J The  late  Earl  of  Clare  in  his  fpeech  fo  often  referred  to,  (p.  2a)  fpeaking  of  this  difference 
between  the  two  parliaments,  tells  us,  “ that  the  Englijh  cotoiiij  (a  term  ftrongly  marking  that  the 
Irilh  parliament  was  not  then  the  reprefentative  of  the  Irifli  nation)  however  fore  they  might  have 
felt  under  the  fliarp  rebuke  of  their  countrymen,  were  too  fenfible  of  the  dangers  by  which  they 
“■  were  furrounded  and  their  inability  to  encounter  them,  to  pulh  this  political  quarrel  to  a breach 
with  the  Englifli  parliament. 

§ 1 G.  and  M.  c.  18.  An  A£t  for  exempting  their  Majefties  Proteftant  Subjedts  dilfenting  from 
:the  Church  of  England,  from  the  Penalties  of  certain  Laws. 

feveral 
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feveral  laws,  which  then  affected  them  in  common  with  the  Roman  Catholics. 
This,  however  congenial  with  the  feelings  of  King  William,  who  was  him- 
felf  a Calvinift  or  Prefbyterian,  had  been  previoufly  arranged  by  the  party 
that  brought  him  over.  It  appears  certain  from  Harris’s  admiffion  and  the 
conftant  claims  of  the  Irifli  Catholics,  that  William  had  made  them  a folemn 
promife  to  procure  them  fuch  further  fecurity  from  parliament  in  the  par- 
ticular of  religion,  as  might  prevent  them  from  any  future  difturbance  on 
that  account.  In  this,  however,  they  were  miferably  difappointed,  not  per- 
haps from  that  monarch’s  want  of  fmcerity  and  favourable  difpofition  to- 
wards them,  but  from  his  inability  to  refill  the  violence  of  the  party,  to 
which  he  was  compelled  to  yield,  to  the  fore  annoyance  of  his  own  feelings. 
Had  William  been  better  treated  by  his  Englilli  fubje6ls,  he  would  have 
appeared  more  amiable  in  their  eyes:  for  in  Holland,  where  his  temper 
was  not  ruffled  by  difappointment  and  oppofition,  he  was  unexceptionably 
tolerant  and  univerfally  beloved.*'  The  unexpe6led  death  of  the  Duke 
of  Gloceller,  the  fon  of  the  Princefs  Ann,  in  his  feventeenth  year,  and  the 
death  of  the  late  King  James  about  the  fame  time,  gave  rife  to  the  a6l,  by 
which  the  crown  was  fettled  on  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  which  ^vas  the  laft  a6l 
paffed  in  this  reign;'!'  this  and  the  fubfequent  a6l  of  abjuration  fecured  the 
. Proteftant  fucceffion.  William’s  health  had  for  fome  time  been  on  the  de- 
cline, but  his  diffolution  was  immediately  brought  on  from  a fall  from  his 
horfe,  by  which  his  collar  bone  was  fra6lured.  He  died  in  the  fifty-fecond 
year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign. 

* Two  principal  caufes  however  concurred  againft  his  being  beloved  by  the  generality  of  his 
Irifh  fubje6ts:  the  firtl  was  the  enadtment  of  feveral  penal  laws  againft  the  Roman  Catholics:  the 
fecond  was  his  ready  co-operation  with  the  parliament  of  England  to  ruin  the  woollen  trade  of 
Ireland.  “ I Jliall,"  faid  his  majefty  to  the  Englilh  commons  on  the  2nd  of  July,  1698,  “ do  all 
that  lies  in  me  to  di/conrage  the  woollen  manufadlure  in  Ireland." 

+ This  adt  pafled  on  the  7th  of  June,  1701 . 13  Gul.  c.  6.  It  is  entituled.  An  Adi  for  the  further 
Security  of  his  Majefty  s perfon  and  the  fucceffion  of  the  Crown  in  the  Proteftant  Line,  and  for 
cxtinguifliing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  other  pretenders,  and  their  open 
and  fecret  abettors.  This  important  event  made  little  fenfation  in  Ireland,  as  the  whole  body  of 
Roman  Catholics,  from  whom  alone  any  oppofition  to  it  could  have  been  expedled,  were  excluded 
from  the  parliament  and  every  interference  with  public  affairs. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

OF  THE  REIGlSr  OF  QUEEJs’^  ANNE. 

A-NN,  the  (laughter  of  James  II.  who  fucceeded  William,  was  the  laft 
of  the  line  of  Stuart  that  filled  the  Britilh  throne.  The  glory  of  the  Britifii 
arms  under  the  Duke  of  IMarlborough  has  thrown  a glare  over  the  hifiorical 
pages  of  this  fovereign’s  reign,  that  has  almoft  obliterated  the  melancholy 
eft’ecis  of  the  fpirit  of  party,  which  infe6ted  it  throughout.  In  the  meridian 
heat  of  Whiggifm  and  Toryifm  nothing  was  done  in  moderation : and  few  of 
the  tranfaftions  of  that  day  have  reached  us  in  a form  unwarped  by  the  pre- 
judices of  the  narrators.  Throughout  every  part  of  the  Britifii  empire,  except 
Ireland,  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  fubjeft  ebbed  and  flowed  Avith  the 
alternate  prevalence  of  thefe  oppofite  parties.  The  Irifii  nation  was  doomed 
to  fuffer  under  every  Stuart : and  the  ingratitude  of  this  monarch  to  them 
may  have  contributed  not  flightly  to  prevent  them  from  relapfmg  into  their 
former  attachment,  Avhen  other  parts  of  the  Britifh  empire  rofe  in  rebellion  in 
their  fupport.  It  ftrongly  marks  the  folly  and  unreafonablenefs  of  coupling 
the  caufe  of  Popery  with  that  of  the  Pretender,  that  in  the  only  part  of  the 
Britifii  empire,  Avhich  generally  fubmitted  to  the  fpiritual  power  of  the  Pope, 
namely  Ireland,  an  arm  lias  not  been  railed  in  aid  of  the  Stuarts,  fince 
the  acceilion  of  the  houfc  of  Hanover  to  the  Britifh  throne. 

Tlie  queen  v as  alternately  led  down  the  ftream  either  by  the  Whigs  or 
the  Tories,  as  their  refpe6tive  parties  gained  the  afcendancy  in  parliament: 
the  whole  political  fyfiem  of  her  reign  w as  a fiate  of  conteft,  in  Avhich  the 
party  in  power  oppofed  and  thwarted  their  antagonifts  by  meafures  of 
extreme  violence.  This  nearly  equal  conteft  of  the  rival  parties  in  England, 
kept  not  the  fame  equilibrium  in  Ireland.  The  great  mafs  of  the  people 
was  forced  or  frightened  out  of  any  political  interference  wfith  ftate  affairs. 
The  queen,  Avho  held  her  crown  againft  khe  claims  of  her  brother  by  the 
tenure  of  Proteftantifm,  found  herfelf  forced  to  bury  the  attachments  of 
natural  afte6fion  under  her  zeal  for  the  Church,  and  became  foiAvard  in 
yielding  to  the  cries  of  both  parties  in  oppreffing  the  great  body  of 
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her  Catholic  fubjects  of  Ireland.  No  crimes,  no  new  offences,  no  attempts 
againft  the  government  were  laid  to  their  charge : and  a new  code  of  un- 
paralleled rigor  was  impofed  upon  this  fuffering  people.  They  had  formerly 
been  deprived  of  their  inheritances,  they  were  now  prevented  from  ever 
again  acquiring  an  inch  of  land  in  that  kingdom  : and  they  were  fubje6tcd 
to  further  penalties  and  difabilities  for  profeffing  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion.* Nothing  can  more  ftrongly  difplay  the  abjedt  and  abandoned  hate 
of  the  body  of  the  Irifli  Catholics  at  this  period,  than  that  no  man  in  either 
houfe  of  parliament  either  dared  or  chofe  to  ftand  up  in  their  favor  to  Oppofe 
that  act  of  refined  and  ingenious  vigor  for  preventing  the  f urther  growth  of 
Popery.  Some  individuals  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  could  not  altogether 
reconcile  the  act  to  their  confciences,  by  the  mofl  difgraceful  cafuiftry  affedted 
to  clear  themfelves  of  refponfibility,  b}^  refigning  their  feats  to  others  of  a more 
pliant  difpofition.f  Refignations  on  this  fcore  became  lb  frequent,  that  the 
houfe  came  to  a refolution,  “ that  the  excufing  of  members  at  their  own 
“ requelt,  from  the  fervice  of  the  houfe,  and  thereupon  iffuing  out  new  writs 
“ to  eledl  other  members  to  ferve  in  their  places,  was  of  dangerous  confe- 
“ quence,  and  tended  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  of  parliament.” 
And  it  was  afterwards  refolved  unanimoufly,  “ that  it  might  be  the  ftand- 
“ ing  order  of  the  houfe,  that  no  new  writs  for  eledting  members  of  parlia- 
“ ment  in  place  of  members  excufing  themfelves  from  the  fervice  of  the 
“ houfe,  do  iffue  at  the  defire  of  fuch  members,  notwithflanding  any  former 
“ precedents  to  the  contrary.”  So  violent  was  the  tide  of  prejudice  againft 

1 

* Without  entering  into  a naufeating  detail  of  this  new  penal  code,  fuffice  it  to  remark  with  Mr. 
Burke,  " That  all  the  penal  laws  of  that  unparalleled  code  of  oppreflion,  which  were  made  after  ^ 
“ that  laft  event  (the  revolution)  were  manifeftly  the  effedts  of  national  hatred  and  fcorn  towards 
“ a conquered  people,  whom  the  victors  delighted  to  trample  upon  and  were  not  at  all  afraid  to 
“ provoke.”  {Let.  to  Lung.  p.  44.)  And  page  87,  “ You  abhorred  it,  as  I did,  for  its  vicious 
“ perfetition.  For  I mutt  do  it  juftice.  It  was  a complete  fyftem  full  of  coherence  and  confiflency ; 

“ well  digelted  and  well  compofed  in  all  its  parts.  It  was  a machine  of  wife  and  elaborate  con- 
“ trivancej  and  as  well  fitted  for  the  oppreflion,  impoveriflimcnt,  and  degradation  of  a people,  and 
“ the  debafement  in  them  of  human  nature  itfelf,  as  ever  proceeded  from  the  perverted  ingenuity 
“ of  man.” 

f Thefe  members  inftead  of  oppofing  what  they  condemned,  like  Pilate  waflied  their  hands  before 
the  people,  in  proof  of  their  innocence.  This  prevaricating  fyftem  of  debafement  has  been  fince  too 
frequently  followed  by  the  temporizing  or  venal  feceflion  of  members  who  wanted  the  effrontery  to 
fupport  a particular  meafure,  which  they  left  to  be  carried  by  the  votes  of  their  lefs  pundilious  fub- 
fiitutes. 
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the  Catholics  at  this  time  in  Ireland,  that  the  Britilh  cabinet  themfelves 
dared  not  oppofe  the  very  rigor  and  feverity  which  they  difapproved  of. 
The  palling  of  this  bill  affords  the  moll  notable  inllance  of  Ireland’s  fuffer- 
ing  from  the  abjedl  llratagem  of  attempting  by  finiller  and  fecret  means, 
what  the  honor  and  jnftice  of  the  nation  called  upon  the  minifters  to  effedl 
in  an  open  and  maidy  manner.  The  queen  was  at  this  time  in  alliance  with 
the  emperor,  and  upon  the  llrcngth  of  it  had  interceded  with  him  for  cer- 
tain indulgencies  on  behalf  of  his  Protellant  fiibjedls:  it  appeared  therefore 
an  ill-judged  moment  to  throw  fuch  an  oppreffive  load  of  perfecution  upon  fo 
large  a body  of  men  of  his  religious  perfuafion  Muthin  her  Hates,  Her  minif- 
ters feared  the  party  who  had  propofed  the  meafure,  amongll  whom  were 
many  diffenters  of  great  power  and  influence:  they  dared  not  openly  to 
oppofe  it,  but  from  the  ungrateful  duplicity  of  Stuart  policy  devifed  the 
following  expedient.  They  fuperadded  to  the  bill,  already  furcharged  with 
cruelty,  a claufe,  by  which  all  perfons  in  Ireland  were  rendered  incapable 
of  any  employment  under  the » crown,  or  of  being  magiftrates  in  any  ' 
city,  who  Ihould  not,  agreeably  to  the  Englifli  Tell  A<51,  receive  the  fa- 
crament  accordino-  to  the  ufaji’e  of  the  Church  of  Ireland.  To  this  it  was 
prefumed  the  diffenters  would  not  have  fubmitted : and  fo  the  bill  would  be 
loll.  The  bafe  experiment  failed,  and  this  unintended  feverity  fell  upon  the 
Proteftant  Diffenters  and  the  Roman  Catholics,  not  becaufe  they  merited 
puniflnncnt,  but  becaufe  a timid  and  infmeere  ininiftry  had  reforted  to  dupli- 
city and  deceit  to  fereen  them  from  it* 

When  this  a6l  came  into  the  houfe  of  commons  loaded  with  all  the  feverity 
of  intemperate  if  not  fadlious  zeal,  and  bending  under  fuch  additional  mafs  of 
rigor,  as  the  Britifli  cabinet  had  heaped  upon  it  for  preventing  its  pafling,  no 
oppofition  whatever  appears  to  have  been  raifed  againfl:  it  in  parliament : no 
divilion  to  have  taken  place  on  a Angle  point  in  any  Rage  of  its  progrefs 
through  the  houfes.  In  as  much  as  it  was  conceived  by  all  perfons  com- 
prized in  the  articles  of  Limerick  to  be  a diredl  violation  of  thofe  articles, 
Lord  Kingfland  and  Colonel  Brown,  with  feveral  other  Roman  Catholic 
gentlemen,  petitioned  to  be  heard  by  counfel  againfl  it,  which  was  granted. 

*■  Burnett  fays,  “ It  was  hoped  by  thofe]:  who  got  tliis  claufe  added  to  the  bill,  that  thofe  in 

Ireland  who  promoted  it  moft,  would  now  be  the  lefs  fond  of  it,  when  it  had  fuch  a weight  hung 
“ to  it.”  liijlory  of  his  oxen  Times,  2 vol.  214. 

} 1 Ills  was  Lord  Godolpliin’s  minifiry. 
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After  the  arguments  of  Sir  Theobald  Butler,  Mr.  IMalone,  and  Sir  Stephen 
Rice  of  counfel  for  the  petitioners  both  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords  and 
commons  had  been  heard  and  totally  difregarded,  the  petitioners  were  taunt- 
ingly affured,  that  if  they  were  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  articles  of 
Limerick,  it  Aras  their  own  faults,  fmce  by  conforming  to  the  eftabliflied 
religion,  they  would  be  entitled  to  thefe  and  many  other  benefits  : that  there- 
fore they  ought  not  to  blame  any  but  themfelves : that  the  paffing  of  that 
bill  into  a law  was  needful  for  the  fecurity  of  the  kingdom  at  that  junfture, 
and  in  fliort,  that  there  Avas  nothing  in  the  articles  of  Limerick,  that  fliould 
hinder  them  from  pafling  it.* 

Notwithftanding  the  generally  prevailing  execration  of  Popery,  and  the 
univerfal  dread  both  amongfl  the  Whigs  and  Tories  of  Handing  foi’Avard  in 
defence  or  fupport  of  the  Catholic  body  in  public,  it  was  not  to  be  expeded 
that  the  Proteflant  Diffenters  diould  filently  fubmit  to  be  invoU^ed  in  the  fe- 
A’erity,  Avhich  fubftantially  and  formally  Avas  intended  by  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  and  the  cabinet  of  England  to  fall  upon  the  Catholics  exclufively ; 
they  accordingly  prefented  a petition  to  the  commons  on  the  occafion  of  the 
above-mentioned  claufe,  Avhich  has  been  ufually  termed  the  Sacramental  Tejl\ 
complaining,  that  to  their  great  furprize  and  difappointment  they  found  a 
claufe  inferted  in  The  A8t  to  present  the  further  Growth  of  Popery,  AA'hich 
had  not  its  rife  in  that  honorable  houfe  ; Arhereby  they  Avere  difabled  from 
executing  any  public  truft  for  the  fervice  of  her  majefty,  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion or  their  country,  unlefs  contrary  to  their  conferences,  they  fhould 
receive" the  Lord’s  Supper  according  to  the  rights  and  ufages  of  the  eflabliflied 
Church. f This  parliament  Avas  difpofed  to  favor  the  dilfenters,  in  as  much 
as  they  joined  Avith  them  in  the  common  caufe  againft  the  body  of  Catholics; 

but 

* Debates  on  the  Popery  Bill,  2 Ann.  It  has  always  been  urged  by  the  fufferers  under  the 
penal  laws  paffed  againft  tlie  Roman  Catholics  fince  tlie  Revolution,  that  they  were  made  in  viola- 
tion of  the  public  faith  as  pledged  by  the  articles  of  Limerick.  For  the  fatisfaftion  tlierefore  of 
thofe,  who  may  with  to  inveftigate  the  queftion,  the  arguments  of  counfel  before  the  commons 
on  the  2Qd  of  February,  and  before  the  lords  on  the  28th  of  February  1703,  are  given  in  the  Appen- 
dix, No,  Lll.  Mr.  Arthur  Brown,  in  1788  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  univerlity  of  Dublin, 
publiftied  a very  warm  pamphlet  to  rebut  this  charge,  which  he  conceived  tended  to  .bring  odium  on 
the  Proteftant  intereft.  It  is  written  in  the  extreme  heat  of  party. 

f This  was  the  claufe  inferted  by  the  Englilli  cabinet,  in  order  to  prevent  the  bill’s  pafling  into  a 
law:  they  foolilhly  iuppofing,  tliat  the  Irifti  parliament  would  check  Llieir  zealous  hatred  to  Popery, 
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hut  their  horror  of  Popery  outbalanced  tlieir  tendernefs  for  Prefbytery,  and 
they  prevailed  by  fair  words  Avith  the  Diifenters  to  withdraw  their  oppofition 
to  the  bill,  on  a fpecious  promife,  that  the  claufe  obnoxious  to  them 
(hould  be  repealed  in  their  favor.  Cruelty  and  injuftice  generally  go  hand 
in  hand.  Not  only  the  claufe  affecting-  the  DiHenters,  whofe  punilhment 
coxdd  in  no  tliape  check  the  growth  of  Popery,  was  left  unrepealed,  but 
during  this  queen’s  reign  it  was  frequently  carried  into  the  moft  rigorous 
execution.  In  Oclober  1707,  the  commons  came  to  the  refolution,  that  by 
The  A6t  to  prevent  the  further  Growth  of  Popery,  the  burgefles  of  Bclfaft 
were  obliged  to  fubferibe  the  declaration  and  receive  the  Sacrament  according 
to  the  ufage  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  : and  that  the  burgefslhip  of  the  faid 
burgeffes  of  Belfaft,  who  had  not  fubferibed  the  declaration  and  received  the 
Sacrament  purfuant  to  the  faid  act  was  by  fuch  neglect  become  vacant.*  It 
is  difficult  even  at  this  diftant  period  to  trace  to  its  true  fource,  that  over- 
bearing principle,  under  which  the  Iriffi  Catholics  were  fo  fevTiely  punifiied 
during  this  reign.  The  ingratitude  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  to  thofe,  who  had 
been  the  lirft  and  the  laft  to  fight  for  them  in  their  diltrefl’es,  feemed  to  have 
communicated  its  baneful  contagion  to  all  its  dependents  and  favorites.  In 
the  front  of  their  domeftic  enemies,  the  Irifii  had  once  more  to  read  the  trea- 
cherous name  of  Ormond.  The  grandfon  of  that  Duke,  who  had  fo  noto- 
rioufiy  aggrandized  his  patrimony  by  betraying  the  caufe  of  his  king  and 
liis  countrymen,  was  fent  over  by  the  queen  in  quality  of  lord  lieutenant. 
Scarcely  had  he  arrived,  when  the  commonsf  relying  probably  on  his  here- 
ditary propenfities  to  opprefs  his  fuffering  countrymen,  prefented  to  him  the 
Bill  to  prevent  the  further  Growth  of  Popery ; his  grace  was  pleafed  to  give 
them  his  promife,  that  he  would  recommend  it  in  the  moft  effectual  manner, 
and  do  every  thing  in  his  pov^er  to  prevent  the  growth  of  Poper}'.  It  exceeds 
the  funflion  of  the  hifiorian  to  attempt  to  fathom  the  lincerity  of  the  a6lors 
of  thofe  fcencs,  Avhich  it  is  his  duty  to  reprefent.  This  very  Duke  of  Ormond, 
who  in  the  year  1704  received  the  warmeft  thanks  of  the  Iritli  parliament  for 
having  procured  for  them  this  barrier  to  the  Proteftant  religion,  (as  it  was 

on  account  of  the  injury  they  might  thereby  bring  upon  tlie  Proteftant  Diflenters.  See  their  petir 
tion  in  the  Commons’  Journ.  2 vol.  45  I . 

* Vide  Commons’  Journ.  2 vol.  564,  upon  the  petition  of  the  Dowager  Countefs  of  Donegal  on 
behalf  of  her  infant  fon,  the  queftion  arofe  upon  a contefted  eleiftion  for  that  Borough,  and  there- 
upon the  above  refolutions  were  entered  into. 

t Vide  Burnett’s  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  2 vol,  214. 
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then  termed)  was  in  the  lapfe  of  fome  few  years  convidled  of  high  treafon, 
and  a reward  of  lOOOO/.  Vv^asput  upon  his  head,  for  having  deferted  his  Pro- 
teftant  fovereign  and  adhered  to  a Popifh  pretender  to  the  throne.  At  the 
opening  of  this  very  parliament,  the  lords  agreed  “ to  an  addrels  by  Avay  of 
“ thanks  to  her  rnajefty,  for  her  great  care  of  her  fubjedts  of  this  kingdom  in 
“ fendino-his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond  lieutenant  thereof.”* 

O 

No  period  of  the  Irifli  hiftory  more  ftrongly  illuflrates  the  advantages  of 
an  incorporate  union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  than  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne:  it  verifies  to  the  letter,  the  trite  obfervation,  that  if  no  other 
benefit  were  to  arife  out  of  it,  than  the  deflrudtion  of  the  Irifh  parliament  and 
the  annihilation  of  the  Irifh  monopoly  of  power,  it  will  be  the  greateft  na- 
tional blcfling  bellowed  on  Ireland  fmce  the  invafion  of  that  country  by 
Henry  Plantagenet.  The  penal  laws  palfed  againfl  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  under  this  queen  have  ever  been  the  theme  of  murmur  and  difcon- 
tent  with  all  the  Catholic  writers,']'  and  here  it  appears  that  they  were  paffed 
againfl  the  wifhes  and  efforts  (not  very  manly)  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  by  the 
procurement  of  the  head  of  the  Irifli  ariflocracy  and  the  unanimous  vote  of 
an  Irifh  parliament.  The  Irifh  hiflory  fuperabounds  with  anomalies:  at  the 
very  moment,  in  which  this  parliament  gave  fo  vital  a flab  to  the  real  interefls 
and  happinefs  of  their  country,  the  lords  made  open  profeffion  of  principles 
and  fentiments,  which  would  then  have  averted  that  fource  of  wretchednefs 
from  their  countrymen,  and  enfured  them  that  political  fecurity  and  happinefs, 
to  which  the  nation  may  now  look  forward  in  the  union  that  has  taken  place. 
“ We  are  fenfible,  fay  they,  that  our  prefervation  is  owing  to  our  being  united 
to  the  crown  of  England,  fo  we  are  convinced  that  it  ivould  tend  to  our 

* At  this  time,  it  has  been  remarked  by  Dr.  Somraerville  (2  vol.  page  280)  that,  “■  the  extreme 
oppreffion  and  mifery  endured  by  the  Irilh  cannot  be  reprel'ented  in  ftronger  colors,  than  by  the 
" bare  detail  of  fadts,  which  appear  in  the  journals  of  parliament.  Multiplied  inllances  occurred 
” almoft  every  fellion  of  the  abufe  and  perverfion  of  power  by  magiftrates  and  juftices  of  peace; 
" the  frauds  of  contraftors  and  the  monftrous  cruelties  infli£ted  by  officers  in  the  recruiting  fervice, 
“ which  exhibit  a complexion  of  manners  little  removed  from  bavbarifm.  See  particularly  the  pro- 
“ ceedings  of  the  commons  on  the  complaint  and  petition  of  Agmondeffiam  Cuffe  againft  Alajor 
” Francis  Flood,  a member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  7th  of  June  1705,  and  on  the  petition  ot 
“ Eultace  Sherlock  againtt  Maurice  and  John  Annetley,  gth  of  June,” 
f Thus  Curry  fpeaks  of  The  Aft  to  prevent  the  further  Growth  of  Popery,  2 vol.  page  2S-1'. 
''  A penal  ftatute,  through  which  there  runs  fuch  a vein  of  ingenious  cruelty,  that  it  feems  to  be 
“ diftated  rather  by  fome  Praetor  of  Dioclefian  than  by  a Britilh  or  Iriffi  nobleman.” 
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“ further  fecurity  and  liapphiefs  to  have  a more  comprehenfivc  and  entlie 
“ union  with  that  kingdom.”  So  little  however  were  they  difpofed  to  act  in 
unifon  with  her  majefty’s  Englilh  minifters,  who  were  againll  thefe  penal  fta- 
tutes,  that  on  the  4th  of  March  1703,  the  lords  in  an  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant allured  his  grace  that  it  was  with  great  fatisfadtion  they  beheld  him 
following  the  example  of  his  illuftrious  anceflor,  and  that  they  attended  his 
grace  to  acknowledge  and  congratulate  with  him  on  the  good  effedls  of  his 
indefatigable  application  as  well  in  framing,  as  in  obtaining  the  return  of  fo 
many  good  bills,  hut  efpecially  for  The  Bill  to  present  the  further  Groxcth 
of  Popery.^  It  appears  upon  the  Lords’ Journals,'}'  within  the  fame  year, 
that  in  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  they  allured  her  majelly  of  their  unlhaken 
fidelity  to  her  perfon,  crown  and  government : and  as  they  were  infeparably 
annexed  to  the  Imperial  crown  of  England,  fo  were  they  refolved  to  oppofe 
all  attempts,  that  might  be  made  by  Scotland  or  any  other  nation  whatfoever 
to  divide  them  from  it,  or  defeat  the  fucceffion  in  the  Proteflant  line,  as  limit- 
ted  by  feveral  adts  of  parliament.  The  connedlion  of  matter,  rather  than  the 
order  of  time,  points  out  under  what  fpecies  of  influence  Ireland  has  from 
time  to  time  been  oppreffed,  in  order  that  flie  may  the  more  diftindtly  fee  the 
end  of  oppreflion  in  her  union  with  Great  Britain.  Whatever  were  the 
fymptoms  of  diflaffedlion  or  difloyalty  in  Scotland  in  the  year  1704,  to  which 
the  addrefs  of  the  lords  referred,  no  hiftory  has  even  charged  the  Irilh  with 
having  been  diredtly  or  indiredtly  concerned  in  the  rebellions  either  of  1715 
or  of  1745>  Yet  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland  in  1715 
the  commons  of  Ireland,  in  their  addrefs  to  the  crown  on  that  occafion,  ex- 
prefled,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  concern  they  found  that  this  country 
(Ireland)  had  given  birth  to  James  Duke  of  Ormond,  a perfon,  who  in 
defpite  of  his  allegiance  and  the  obligations  of  repeated  oaths,  had  been  one 
of  the  chief  authors  and  fomenters  of  that  wicked  and  unnatural  rebellion. 
No  terms  can  be  too  flrong  to  exprefs  the  hypocritical  and  traiterous  condudl 
of  this  debafed  nobleman  ; and  though  it  be  difficult  to  account  for  the  wan- 
ton and  malicious  cruelty,  with  which  he  rivetted  the  galling  yoke  of  perfecu- 

* Lords’ Journ.  p.  8S.  Burnett  confirms  this  ftatement  of  the  lords,  The  commons  (fays  he) 

offered  this  bill  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  prelTing  him  with  more  than  ufual  vehemence  to  intei'- 
“ cede  to  efleftually,  that  it  might  be  returned  back  under  the  great  feal  of  England.  It  came  over 
“ warmly  recommended  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond.”  Hifl,  2 vol.  page  214. 

j Ibid,  page  yi. 
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tlon  on  the  necks  of  his  unoffending  countrymen,  yet  in  fpite  of  his  malevo- 
lence and  depravity  he  rendered  juftice  to  their  faith  and  loyalty  by  not  even 
attempting  to  turn  the  influence  of  the  landlord  over  a numerous  tenantry,  or 
of  the  governor  over  the  dependants  of  the  caftle,  to  the  defperate  purpofe  of 
fliaking  the  well  known  and  tried  loyalty  of  his  countrymen;  an  honorable, 
though  forced  teftimony  of  the  fteady  allegiance  of  the  Irifli  nation,  which 
through  a whole  century  has  not  been  tarniflied  by  any  rebellious  attempt 
againfl  their  lawful  fovereign,  until  the  late  fatal  infurredtion  of  179S,  which 
immediately  preceded,  and  perhaps  in  great  meafure  contributed  to  the  union. 

During  the  whole  reign  of  Queen  Anne  the  penal  laws  were  executed  with 
unabating  fe verity  upon  the  Irifli  Catholics,  without  any  other  vifible  caufe 
or  charge  alleged  than  their  mere  profeffion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 
It  was  the  current,  though  unwife  policy  of  that  day,  to  confider  the  Roman 
Catholics  as  enemies  to  the  crown  and  government  of  the  realm.  The  fpeech 
of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  lord  lieutenant,  to  the  Irilh  parliament,  in  1706, 
recommends  to  them  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  realm  againft  their 
foreign  and  domejiic  enemies,  meaning  by  the  latter — the  body  of  Catholics : 
for  he  fubjoined,  that  he  was  commanded  by  her  majefly  to  inform  them, 
that  her  majefly,  confidering  the  number  of  Papifls  in  Ireland,  would  be  glad 
of  an  expedient  for  the  flrengthening  the  interefl  of  her  Proteflant  fubjecls 
in  that  kingdom.  There  is  a principle  of  liberality  and  wifdom  in  concen- 
trating the  interefls  of  a great  people  in  a common  focus  (and  fuch  has  pro- 
duced the  late  union)  which  is  the  loudefl  condemnation  of  that  falfe,  bafe, 
and  wicked  policy,  that  pervaded  the  Irifli  government  under  Queen  Ann. 
It  was  then  a fundamental  maxim,  that  Roman  Catholics  could  never  coalefce 
with  Proteftants  of  any  denomination  even  in  the  civil  duties  of  allegiance 
to  a common  fovereign : they  were  confidered  as  avowed  and  common  ene- 
mies of  the  flate.  Hatred  of  Popery  w.as  the  common  link,  bj^  which  they 
conneded  interefts  of  the  utniofl  difcordance  and  repugnancy  to  make  head 
againfl  the  common  enemy.  The  refiflance  of  fo  much  provocation  to  rebellion 
as  fuch  a principle  when  aded  upon  mufl  have  produced,  is  a marked  teft  of 
the  fleady  loyalty  and  peaceful  demeanour  of  the  Irifli  Catholics  from  the 
revolution  to  the  acceffion  of  his  prefent  majefty,  under  whom  they  firfl  had 
the  happinefs  of  being  confidered  no  longer  as  enemies. 

The  Houfe  of  Peers  did  not,  however,  fee  the  fame  objedions  to  an  union 
which  at  that  time  influenced  the  commons.  They  had  on  a former  occafion, 
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viz.  on  the  25th  of  Odober,  1703,  after  the  report  of  a committee  upon  the 
hate  of  the  nation,  come  to  the  following  refolution  :*  “ That  it  was  the 

“ opinion  of  that  committee,  upon  due  confideration  of  the  prefent  con- 
“ ftitution  of  that  kingdom,  that  fuch  an  humble  reprefentation  be  made  to 
“ the  queen  of  the  hate  and  condition  thereof,  as  might  heft  incline  her 
“ majefly  by  fuch  proper  means  as  to  her  majefty  fliould  feern  fit,  to  promote 
“ fuch  an  union  with  England  as  might  qualify  the  Rates  of  that  kingdom 
“ to  be  reprefen  ted  in  the  parliament  there.”  In  their  addrefs  to  the  queen  on 
the  union  with  Scotland  on  the  15th  of  July,  1707,t  they  congratulated  the 
glorious  fuccefs  of  her  majefty’s  endeavours  for  fecuring  by  her  arms  abroad 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  welfare  of  her  fubjedts  at  home,  by  uniting 
Great  Britain  into  one  body,  under  the  fame  ProteRant  fucceflion  to  the 
throne  of  all  her  dominions  : they  were  fenfible  how  effedlual  a means  that 
would  prove  to  prevent  the  attempts  of  PapiRs  from  diRurbing  the  quiet  of 
her  majefty’s  empire,  and  particularly  of  that  kingdom,  that  had  been  fo 
often  endangered  by  them.  They  befeeched  her  inajeRy  to  go  on  and  extend 
her  favor  to  all  her  fubjedts,  till  none  were  "excluded  from  fo  great  a bleRing, 
but  fuch  as  by  their  own  frowardnefs  or  difaffedtion  to  the  public  good 
barred  themfelves  from  the  general  advantages  of  her  inajeRy’s  reign  : and 
they  exprefled  their  hope,  that  her  majefty ’s  goodnefs  and  wifdom  would 
conquer  even  thofe,  and  make  them  fenfible  of  their  true  intereR. 

[[.From  the  coldnefs  with  which  the  queen  anfwered  thefe  addrefles,  it  is 
plain,  infers  Lord  Clare,  that  her  ininiRers  would  not  liften  to  the  propo- 
fition  of  an  union  with  Ireland;  and  in  finding  a fubRitute  for  it,  there  was  a 
race  of  impolicy  between  the  countries.  The  pai  liament  of  England  feemed 
to  have  confidered  the  permanent  debility  of  Ireland  as  their  beR  fecurity 
for  her  connedtion  with  the  Britifii  crown,  and  the  Irifii  parliament  to  have 
reRed  the  fecurity  of  the  colony  upon  maintaining  a perpetual  and  impalfable 
barrier  againR  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country.  The  executive 
government  was  committed  nominally  to  a viceroy,  but  effentially  to  lords 
juRices,  feledted  from  the  principal  Rate  oRicers  of  the  country,  who  Avere 
intruRed  with  the  condudt  of  what  was  called  the  king’s  bufmefs,  but  might 
with  more  propriety  have  been  called  the  bufmefs  of  the  lords  juRices.  The 
viceroy  came  to  Ireland  for  a few  months  only  in  two  years,  and  returned 

* 2 Journ,  of  Lords,  p.  29.  f Ibid.  p.  161.  t Speech  of  Lord  Clare,  p.  26. 
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to  England  perfe6lly  fatisfied  with  his  miffion,  if  he  did  not  leave  the  con- 
cerns of  the  Englhh  government  worfe  than  he  found  them  : and  the  lords 
juftices  in  his  abfence  were  entrufted  implicitly  with  the  means  of  con- 
folidating  an  Arifiocratic  influence,  which  made  them  the  neceffary  inftruments 
of  the  Englilh  government. 

In  the  year  1707,  the  commons  voted  an  addrefs  of  congratulation  to  her 
majefty  on  the  union  of  her  majefty’s  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland. 
They  told  her,  that  this  great  and  glorious  work,  which  her  anceftors  with 
their  utmoft  endeavours  laboured  to  compafs,  lay  above  the  reach  and 
wifdom  of  former  times,  and  feemed  referved,  by  Heaven,  for  her  majefty’s 
reign : that  the  difficulty  of  the  attempt  required  the  greateft  genius  to 
furmount  it,  and  they  could  but  highly  honour  and  admire  the  wifdom  of 
thofe  councils,  that  had  by  it  given  a further  fecurity  to  the  peace  and 
fafety  of  her  majefty’s  government,  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  and  the  church 
as  by  law  eftabliffied  in  England  and  Ireland.  The  reafon  why  thefe  com- 
moners did  not  in  this  addrefs  even  hint  at  a fimilar  union  Avith  Ireland, 
muft  have  arifen  from  the  impoffibility  of  uniting  with  a kingdom,  the  bulk 
of  which  they  aftually  confidered  and  a61ed  againft  as  a common  enemy : 
for  on  the  fame  day  (9  July,  1707)  on  Avhich  they  voted  the  addrefs  to  the 
queen,  they  prefented  alfo  an  addrefs  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  their  lieu- 
tenant, in  which  they  thankfully  acknowledged  the  benefits  they  enjoyed 
in  that  happy  opportunity  of  meeting,  under  his  excellency’s  government, 
to  ena6l  fuch  laws  as  were  yet  wanting  to  ftrengthen  the  Proteftant  intereft 
of  that  kingdom.  And  they  affured  his  excellency,  that  they  Avere  met 
Avith  firm  refolutions  to  improve  that  opportunity  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,  to  difappoint  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  give  advantage 
to  their  common  enemy,  by  creating  mifunderftandings  amongft  Proteftants.* 

When  the  Earl  of  Wharton  prorogued  the  parliament  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1709,  he  told  them,  fthat  he  made  no  queftion,  but  that  they  underftood 
too  well  the  true  intereft  of  the  Proteftant  religion  in  that  kingdom,  not  to 
endeavour  to  make  all  fuch  Proteftants  as  eafy  as  they  could,  Avho  Avere 
Avilling  to  contribute  what  they  could  to  defend  the  Avhole  againfl  the  com- 
mon enemy.  It  Avas  not  the  laAv  then  pafled,;!:  nor  any  laAv  that  the  Avit  of 

* 2 Com.  Journ.  p.  494. 

f 2 Journ  Lords,  p.  3i6. 

J An  A(5t  for  explaining  and  amending  an  A6t  intituled  An  A6t  to  prevent  the  further  Growth 
of  Popery. 
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man  could  frame,  would  fecure  them  againft  Popery,  whilft  they  continued 
divided  amongft  themfelves.  It  being  demonftrable,  that  unlefs  there  be 
a firm  friendlhip  and  confidence  amongft  the  Proteftants  of  that  kingdom, 
it  was  impoflible  for  them  either  to  be  happy  or  to  be  fafe.  And  he  was  di- 
re6ted  to  declare  to  them,  as  her  majefty’s  fixed  refolution,  that  as  her  majefty 
would  always  maintain  and  fupport  the  church  as  by  law  eftablifiied,  fo  it 
was  her  royal  will  and  intention,  that  the  Diflenters  fliould  not  be  perfecuted 
nor  molefted  in  the  exercife  of  their  religion.  The  Diffenters  were  originally 
difplcafed  and  had  petitioned  againft  the  claufe  for  the  facramental  teft;  and 
now  the  aft,  irr  which  it  was  introduced,  having  been  explained  and  amended 
without  any  attention  to  their  intereft,  the  lord  lieutenant*  fubftituted  fair 
promifes  and  fpecious  words  for  that  fubftantial  relief,  which  either  the  power 
or  the  will  was  wanting  to  procure  for  them.  The  marked  contraft  in  the 
lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech  between  the  favorable  difpofition  of  government 
towards  the  Proteftant  Diffenters  and  their  aufterity  towards  the  Roman 
Catholics,  flattered  the  Diffenters and  the  lord  lieutenant  had  the  addrefs 

to 


* Thomas,  Earl  of  Wharton  was  a man  of  notorious  profligacy,  but  of  great  addrefs,  and  no 
inconfiderable  fliare  of  talent.  The  likenefs  of  his  portrait,  left  us  by  Swift,  has  never  been  quef- 
tioned,  though  confidered  by  fome  as  too  ftrongly  tindtured  with  party  prejudice.  It  was  however 
taken  from  life,  and  with  the  advantage  of  perfonal  intimacy.  “ He  had  imbibed  his  father’s 
” principles  in  government  (he  was  a rigid  Pretbyterian),  but  dropt  his  religion,  and  took  up  no 
” other  in  its  ftead:  excepting  that  circumftance,  he  is  a firm  Pretbyterian.  He  contradted  fuch 
“ large  debts,  that  his  brethren  were  forced,  out  of  merejutlice,  to  leave  Ireland  at  his  mercy, 
“ where  he  had  only  time  to  fet  himfelf  right.  He  is  very  ufeful  in  parliament,  being  a ready 
fpeaker,  and  content  to  employ  his  gift  upon  fuch  occafions,  where  thofe  who  conceive  they 
" have  any  remainder  of  reputation  or  modefty  are  afhamed  to  appear.”  Hijiory  uf  the  Four  lajt 
Years  of  Queen  Ann. 

f What  Dr.  Sommerville  faid  of  the  Englifli  Diffenters  not  oppofing  the  Englifli  Teft  Aft  in 
1673,  will  be  found  pointedly  applicable  to  the  conduft  of  their  Irifh  brethren  upon  the  intro- 
duftlon  of  the  Sacramental  Teft  in  17O9.  “ This  conceflion  of  the  Proteftant  Diffenters  has  been 

“ often  applauded  by  their  friends,  as  a fingular  example  of  prudence  and  generofity;  becaufe 
“ they  facrificed  their  rights  and  refentments  to  the  dread  of  impending  Popery,  and  the  fecurity 
“ of  the  reformed  religion.  Their  conduft  upon  this  occafion,  whether  examined  by  the  rules  of 
“ probity,  or  the  diftates  of  enlightened  charity,  will  be  found  deferring  of  explicit  and  marked 
“ expreflion.s  of  condemnation.  Profeffing  to  guard  againft  Popery,  did  not  the  Difienters  aft 
“ under  the  influence  of  its  worft  principles  ? Did  they  not  abandon  their  rights,  as  men  and 
“ as  Chriftians  ? Rights,  the  renunciation  of  which,  for  a fingle  day,  no  fear  of  danger,  nor 
“ profpeft  of  future  peace,  can  juftify  at  the  tribunal  of  confcience.  The  event  of  Providence  has 
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to  keep  them  quiet,'  in  the  delufive  expe6tation  of  being  eafed  of  this  galling 
reftriclion  in  a future  feffion,  when  it  might  be  done  with  lefs  umbrage  to 
the  numerous  body  of  Roman  Catholics.  The  cordial  fympathy  of  this 
Houfe  of  Commons,  with  their  profligate  governor,*  is  one  melancholy  il- 
luftration,  amongft  many,  of  the  eflrangement  of  the  Irifli  parliament  from 
the  welfare  of  the  Irifli  people.  On  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1709,  the  commons 
prefented  a moft  obfequious  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  in  which  they 
affured  him,  “ that  they  gratefully  acknowledged  her  majefly’s  more  par- 
“ ticular  care  of  them  in  appointing  his  excellency  their  chief  governor, 
“ whofe  equal  and  impartial  adminiftration  gave  them  juft  reafon  to  hope, 
“ and  earneftly  wilh  his  long  continuance  in  the  government. f” 

The  reign  of  Queen  Ann  was  a chequered  fcene  of  political  variance, 
according  to  the  predominancy  of  the  favorite  party  It  eftabliflied  alfo  a 
moft  important,  though  a much  unheeded  principle  of  obfervation,  which 
the  impartial  inveftigator  of  the  Irifh  annals  cannot  lofe  fight  of.  The  nu- 
merical body  of  the  people  having  been  efte6lually  excluded  from  taking 
an  a6live  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  every  important  or  embarrafling 
queftion,  that  has  arifen  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  affe6ling  the  po- 
litical fituation  of  the  two  nations  from  the  Revolution  to  the  acceffion  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  has  been  as  completely  cleared  and  debaralfed  of  any  inter- 
ference, ii)tereft',  or  influence  of  the  body  of  Irifh  Roman  Catholics,  as  if  they 
had  no  a6lual  exiftence.  All  national  differences,  complaints,  and  grievances 

" inftruded  us,  by  this,  and  every  firoilar  experiment,  to  reprobate  the  imprudence,  as  well  as 

the  immorality  of  the  maxim,  that  it  is  lawful  to  do  evil  when  good  may  be  obtained  by  it.  A 

“ bill  brought  in  for  the  relief  of  the  Proteftant  Difl'enters,.  as  the  reward  of  their  confent  to  the 
" Teft  Aft,  was  defeated  by  the  difagreement  of  the  two  houfes,  and  the  adjournment  of  par- 
^''liament.  And  thus  the  temporizing  fpirit  of  the  Difl'enters  tranfmitted  bondage  to  their  pof- 
“ terity,  which  the  liberality  of  the  age  in  which  we  live  never  could  have  impofed ; but  from 

” which  even  that  liberality  is  not  adequate  to  emancipate  them,  while  it  is  counterafted  by 

religious  bigotry,  and  the  timid  policy  of  thofe  who  difpenfe  the  favours  of  government.”  1 Som~ 
merville,  p.  24. 

* Dean  Swift,  even  before  the  death  of  this  nobleman,  faid  of  him  : “ He  has  funk  his  fortune 
by  endeavouring  to  ruin  one  kingdom,  and  hath  raifed  it  by  going  far  in  the  ruin  of  another. 
“ His  adminillration  of  Ireland  was  looked  upon  as  a fuflicient  ground  to  impeach  him  at  leaft 
for  high  crimes  and  mifdemefnors  j yet  he  has  gained  by  the  government  of  that  kingdom  under 
“ two  years  46000/.  by  the  moft  favorable  computation,  half  in  the  regular  way,  and  half  in  the 
“ prudential.” 

t 2 Comm.  Journ.  p.  631. 
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have  been  from  Proteftants  to  Proteftants.  The  peculiar  grievances  of  that 
body  never  reached  the  ear  or  touched  the  heart  of  their  fovereign,  till  the 
follering  dawn  of  prote6i;ion  opened  upon  them  from  the  parental  fympathies 
of  his  prefent  majefty.  It  is  a political  paradox,  though  an  hiftorical  truth, 
that  in  the  agitation  of  every  national  queftion  during  the  laft  century,  the 
fenfe,  the  intereft,  or  the  influence  of  the  majority  of  the  nation,  have  not 
thrown  the  weight  of  a fcruple  into  the  fcales. 

The  prevalence  of  the  Tory  party  in  the  laft  four  years  of  Queen  Ann, 
lets  in  the  broadeft  day-light  upon  the  real  grounds  of  alarm  and  infecurity, 
which  the  Englilh  cabinet  entertained  for  the  fate  of  Ireland.  They  viewed 
the  increafing  influence  of  the  Prelbyterians  with  fuch  dread  and  jealoufy, 
that  on  the  7th  of  November,  1711,  the  lords  fpiritiial  and  temporal  prefented 
an  addrefs  to  her  majefty,  in  which  they  firft  complained  of  the  Earl  of 
Wharton's  having  abided  her  majefty’s  name,  in  ordering  nolle  profequis  to 
ftoj)  proceedings  againft  one  Fleming,  and  others,  for  difturbing  the  peace  of 
the  town  of  Drogheda,  by  fetting  up  a meeting-houfe,  where  there  had  been 
none  for  the  laft  twenty-eight  years.  They  reprefented  to  her  majefty,  that 
tliofe  unjuft  complainers  of  perfecution,  whilft  themfelves  enjoyed  eafe  and 
fecurity,  had  exercifed  great  feverities  towards  their  conforming  neighbours, 
by  denying  them  common  offices  of  humanity,  and  by  threatening  and 
a6lually  ruining  feveral,  who,  in  compliance  with  their  confcience,  had 
left  their  fe6t.  They  comnlained  that  the  Epifcopal  order  had  been  by 
them  ftiled  anti-fcrlptural,  tlxe  holy  and  religious  worffiip  of  the  eftabliflred 
church  called  fuperjiitious  and  idolatrous,  and  that  the  legiflature  itfelf  had 
been  cenfured  by  a l)old  author  of  theirs,  who  had  publiflied,  in  print,  “ that 
“ the  Sacramental  Teji  is  only  an  engine  to  advance  a Jlate  fadtion  and  to 
“ debafe  religion  to  ferve  mean  and  unworthy  purpofes.'"  They  reprefented, 
that  amidft  repeated  provocations,  they  had  been  ftHl  eafy,  and  had  endea- 
voured by  gentle  ufage  to  melt  them  down  into  a more  foft  and  complying 
temper;  but  that  all  their  attempts  had  proved  unfuccefsful : that  they  had 
returned  evil  for  good;  that  forbearance  had  encreafed  their  rage  and  ob- 
ftinacy ; and  th  it  the  Northern  Prefl)yterys  had,  in  their  zeal  for  profelytifm, 
fent  miffionaries  into  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  they  had  no  call 
nor  any  congregations  to  fnpport  them  : that  by  the  abufe  of  the-allowance 
of  1200/.  per  annum,  'granted  to  tliem  by  her  majefty  for  charitable  purpofes 
and  other  means)  fchifm,  which  had  formerly  been  confined  to  the  North, 
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had  then  fpread  itfelf  into  many  parts  of  that  kingdom.  So  that  they  fliould 
not  be  juft  in  their  duty  to  their  fovereign  or  country,  if  they  did  not  acquaint 
her  majefty  with  the  danger  they  apprehended  from  thofe  great  advances 
which  Prefbytery  and  Fanaticifm  had  made,  which  if  not  checked,  they 
doubted  not,  would  in  time  end  in  the  deftru6lion  of  the  conftitution  both 
in  church  and  ftate.  They  fubmitted  therefore  to  her  majefty’s  wifdom  whe- 
ther it  were  not  proper  to  put  a ftop  to  thofe  growing  evils,  by  withdrawing 
from  them  her  majefty’s  bounty  of  1200/.  per  annum.  This  addrefs  fully  ac- 
counts for  the  introdutlion  and  the  non-repeal  of  the  Sacramental  Teft,  not- 
withftanding  the  ftrong  partiality  and  biafs  of  the  commons,  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant Wharton,  and  other  leading  Whig  chara6lers  for  the  Proteftant  Dif- 
fenters  of  that  day.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  thefe  fentiments,  which 
were  now  under  the  new  miniftry  publicly  avowed,  had  not  long  influenced 
the  fpirit  and  difpofttion  of  the  Britifli  government.  Infmcerity  and  timidity 
are  generally  infeparable.  The  Queen  herfelf,  as  well  as  many  who  had  been 
in  favor  and  power  at  Court,  profefted  Whig  principles  more  from  policy 
and  intereft,  than  from  conviction  and  inclination.  Their  public  profeftion 
of  Whiggifm  bound  them  to  the  intereft  of  the  commoners  and  the  Proteftant 
Dilfenters  in  Ireland,  on  account  of  their  determined  oppofition  to  Popery, 
which  motive  alone  was  fufficient  to  fanCtify  the  moft  cruel,  or  juftify  the 
negleCt  of  the  moft  important  and  neceffary  meafures.  When  the  real  fpirit 
of  Toryifm  had  acquired  the  tranfcendancy,  by  overturning  the  Whig  ad- 
miniftration,  the  referve  was  thrown  off,  and  the  prevailing  party  exprefi'ed 
their  real  fentiments  in  ftrong  and  unequivocal  language.  Although  the 
Tories  commanded  a decided  majority  in  the  peers,  yet  the  Whigs  ftill  re- 
tained a fmall  majority  in  the  commons.  Hence  thofe  parliamentary  dif- 
ferences, fo  virulently  referred  to  in  the  lords  addrefs  to  the  queen,  on  the 
Qth  of  November,  1711*.  They  alleged,  that  fmcere  veneration  for  her 
majefty’s  royal  perfon  and  prerogative,  and  the  tender  regard  they  had  for 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  could  alone  prevail  on  them  thus 
long  to  forget  the  high  indignities  offered  to  their  houfe  hy  the  commons, 
and  to  fubmit  their  private  injuries  to  her  majefty’s  more  public  concerns, 
left  by  their  juft  refentment  of  their  behaviour,  when  fo  induftrioufly  pro- 
voked, her  majefty’s  affairs  might  be  obftruCled,  and  by  thofe  means  the 
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malicious  clefigns  of  evil-minded  men  rendered  effedliial.  They  complained, 
that  the  commons  had  ufed  them  in  a manner  wholly  unknown  to  former 
parliaments,  and  had  addreffed  them  in  language  more  indecent,  more  op- 
probrious, than  was  given  by  another  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  a time  when 
they  voted  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ufelefs.  That  however  her  majefty  might 
juftly  approve  the  conduft  of  the  College  of  Dublin  in  the  late  Revolution, 
ftill  did  they  humbly  conceive,  that  her  majefty  did  not  extend  her  bounty 
to  them,  to  promote  (in  general)  revolution  principles.  Principles,  which 
as  explained  by  the  pamphlets  and  libels  publicly  avowed  and  celebrated 
by  men  of  j'aclious  and  /editions  tempers,  and  particulaily  in  a fermon 
preached  on  the  30th  of  January,  dedicated  to  that  very  Houfe  of  Commons, 
without  cenfure  or  animadverfion,  did  in  a great  meafure  maintain  and  juftify 
the  execrable  murder  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  and  on  which  might  be 
founded  any  rebellion  againft  her  majefty  and  her  fucceflbrs.  They  infifted 
upon  their  right  of.conftruing  the  words  and  terms  ufed  by  the  commons  in 
their  addrefs,  viz.  That  the  commons  having  in  their  vote  mentioned  the 
fteady  adherence  of  the  provoft  and  fellows  of  the  College  to  the  late  Revolu- 
tion, as  one  conftderation  of  their  application  for  the  5000/.  fince  granted  by 
her  majefty,  the  fubfequent  motive  mentioned  in  that  vote,  viz.  for  the 
encouragement  of  found  revolution  principles,  could  not  in  good  reafon  or 
srammar  be  referred  to  the  late  Revolution ; farce  adherence  to  the  late 
Revolution  .was  a diftindt  motive  of  itfelf.  And  it  is  the  known  nature  of 
principles,  to  be  as  well  the  rule  and  guide  of  future  as  of  paft  adlions.  They 
difclaimed  every  intention  of  mifreprefenting  the  commons  to  her  majefty 
for  their  own  adions : they  were  to  be  judged  by  God  and  her  majefty. 
But  for  themfelvTS,  they  did  moft  folemnly  aflure  her  majefty,  they  were 
heartily  thankful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  late  happy  Revolution,  acknow- 
ledging the  neceflity  and  juftice  of  it:  and  that  they  would,  at  the  utmoft 
hazard  and  expence  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  defend,  fupport,  and  main- 
tain her  majefty’s  facred  perfon  and  government,  her  juft  prerogative  in  the 
choice  of  her  minifters,  the  church  of  Ireland  as  by  law  eftabliflied,  and  the 
fucceflion  of  the  crown  in  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hanover,  againft  the  Pre- 
tender, and  all  thofe  who  de/ign  revolutions  either  in  church  or  ftate,  againft 
all  her  majefty’s  enemies  abroad,  and  againft  all  Papifts,  Jacobites,  and  Re- 
publicans at  home.*  This  addrefs  of  the  lords  is  an  indifputable  document 
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of  the  truth  of  feveral  important  fa6ts,  which  no  hiftorian  has  fairly  retailed  ; 
but  which  appear  fupereminently  neceffary  to  be  noticed  in  the  develope- 
inent  of  the  remote  as  Avell  as  the  proximate  caufes,  which  in  their  time 
and  order  have  contributed  to  bring  about  the  grand  fettlement  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  by  its  incorporate  Union  with  Great  Britain. 

That  Proteftant  afcendancy,  which  the  policy  of  James  I.  had  forced  into 
exiftence,  in  order  to  make  head  againfi;  the  Catholics,  who  then  indifputably 
compofed  the  country  or  natural  party  in  that  kingdom,  and  which  had  under 
his  fucceffor  been  ftrengthened  and  encouraged,  particularly  by  Strafford 
and  Ormond,  with  the  fame  view  of  bearing  down  the  Catholics  as  a common 
enemy,  was  generally  infe6ted  v'ith  the  Puritanical  fanaticifm  of  that  day: 
the  real  concomitant  of  Avhich  was  an  antibafilican  fpirit,  that  foon  after 
demonftrated  itfelf  in  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution.  Both  thofe 
monarchs  would,  from  their  natural  difpofition,  have  effe6tually  crutlied 
that  party  at  home,  though  they  confented  to  ufe  them  as  the  intlruments 
of  oppoling  the  Catholics  in  a diftant  kingdom,  vdio  Avere  then,  from  their 
property  as  Arell  as  numbers,  the  great  bulk  and  natural  intereft  of  the  Irilli 
nation.  This  factitious  poAver  finding  their  ftrength  in  their  afcendancy  over 
the  Catholics,  foon  feized  the  opportunity  of  availing  themfelves  of  their 
fuccefs,  and  Avere  amongfl;  the  moll  foi’AA^ard  and  Auolent  in  oppofing  the 
regal  poAver  of  Charles,  Avhilft  they  continued  for  fome  years  to  difguife  their 
difloyalty  to  the  throne,  under  the  impofing  A'eil  of  zeal  for  the  altar.  A 
forAV'^ard  and  a6tive  hatred  of  Popery  gave  claims  in  Ireland,  Avhich  not  only 
commanded  favor,  but  abfolved  from  punifliment.  In  the  days  of  Charles 
the  Firft,  this  fpirit  anticipated  the  breaking  out  of  CromAvell’s  rebellion  ; in 
the  days  of  Charles  the  Second,  it  furvaved  the  reftoration  of  monarchy; 
under  Charles  the  Second,  under  William  and  Mary,  under  Ann,  AV'ere  remu- 
nerations voted  by  parliament  to  the  defcendants  of  CromArellian  rebels, 
for  the  forAA'ard  zeal  and  fervices  of  their  anceftors  in  that  caufe.  In  the 
year  1800,  the  Earl  of  Clare  declared  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  that  it  Avould 
have  been  an  a6l  of  grofs  injuftice  on  the  part  of  Charles  the  Second  to 
have  overlooked  the  interefts  of  CromAvell's  foldiers  and  adventurers,  as  tlie 
complete  redu6tion  of  the  Irifli  rebels  by  CroniAvell  redounded  eflentially  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Britilh  empire.  The  true  conftitutional  Whig  prin- 
ciples, upon  Avhich  the  Revolution  in  1688  had  been  effefted,  gave  to  this 
party  in  Ireland  a frelh  opportunity  of  Avorking  up  the  old  republican 
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leaven,  tliat  had  never  quitted  them  under  the  plaufible  appellation  of  Whigs. 
Tliis  aduated  the  commons  to  propofe  the  leveral  penal  laws  againft  the 
Catholics  under  Ann ; this  intimidated  her  Whig  minifters  into  compliance 
even  againfl  the  wifdom,  policy,  and  willies  of  the  court.  So  popular  a cry 
was  the  reduction  of  Popery,  that  no  miniftry  had  hitherto  ventured  openly 
to  oppofe  it,  however  cruel  or  ill-feafoned  were  the  meafures  propofed  for 
effectuating  it.  Irom  this -declaration  of  the  lords  it  is  to  be  colle6led,  that 
the  Whig  majority  in  the  commons  were  chiefly  the  relics  of  the  old  Pro- 
teflant  afcendancy,  Arhich  had  imbibed  and  retained  thofe  principles  of  revo- 
lutionary republicanifm,  of  AV'hich  the  lords  addrefs,  echoing  the  voice  of 
the  Britifli  miniftry,  fo  loudly  complained.  It  was  no  new  or  fudden  griev- 
ance, but  an  old  ftanding  evil,  which  had  been  long  forely  felt  and  timidly 
tolerated.  And  now  that  the  primitive  fervor  and  confidence  of  the  new 
miniftry  had  produced  this  open  and  unequivocal  attack  upon  the  APhig 
party,  they  dared  not  do  it,  Avithout  tempering  their  declaration  Avith  pro- 
feffions  of  their  oaa’ii  zeal  againft  Popery,  although  no  complaint  or  charge 
had  been  laid  againft  the  Catholics  by  their  keeneft  enemy.  Certain  it  is, 
that  from  the  encouragement  given  to  the  Oliverian  party  in  Ireland,  and 
other  obvious  caufes,  the  republican  fpirit  of  that  day  had  taken  fuch  deep 
root  in  their  defeendants,  that  created  the  alarm  and  dread  noAV  firft  avoAved 
in  this  addrefs  of  th'e  lords  to  the  queen.  All  extremes  are  vicious:  the 
perfection  of  the  Britifli  conftitution  confifts  in  the  reciprocal  checks  upon 
the  different  poAvers  from  running  into  oppofite  extremes.  The  true  Whig 
principles  are  the  legitimate  offspring  of  the  Britifli  conftitution  ; they  pre- 
vent as  effectually  the  pruriency  of  Democracy,  as  they  defeat  the  defpotifm 
of  abfolute  monarchy.* 

The 

* From  the  peculiar  fituation  of  Ireland,  the  attention  of  the  Iritlr  Proteftants  hitherto  had  been 
generally  confined  to  the  exclufive  "objeft  of  acquiring  and . preferving  an  afcendancy  over  tlie 
Catliolic  intereft.  The  Earl  of  Clarendon,  who  was  hirafelf  a keen  partizan,  was  the  firft  who  in- 
troduced any  party  diftinftion  amongft  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland.  During  his  lliort  government 
of  Ireland  in  i685,  he  evinced  his  zeal  for  his  mafter’s  fervice  by  endeavouring  to  fplit  the  Pro- 
teftants into  Whigs  and  Tories,  in  order  to  fupply  his  own  want  of  co-operation  with  the  king’s 
withes  to  forward  the  caufe  of  Popery,  from  which  he  was  by  principle  moft  averfe.  Both 
Clarendon,  and  his  brother  the  Earl  of  Rochefter,  who  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  in  the  year 
1701,  and  leveral  of  the  high  church  clergy,  whom  they  had  promoted  in  Ireland,  were  inflexible 
in  their  convktions,  that  the  generality  of  thofe  who  called  themfelves  Whigs  in  Ireland,  were 
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The  party  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mdiich  ftill  maintained  its  majority 
againft  the  Tory  adminiftration,  was  fupported  by  all  the  influence  of  tlie 
Diffenters:*  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  they  pufhed  the  Whig  principles 
to  an*  excefs  v/holly  irreconcileable  with  the  conftitutional  do6trines  of  civil 
liberty.  The  fpirit  of  party  became  eve;y  day  more  violent : yet  all  the 
political  ditferences,  which  then  diftra6led  the  kingdom,  exifted  between  Pro- 
teftant  and  Proteftant.  Whatever  excefles  either  party  gave  into,  were 
neverthelefs  either  palliated  or  fanctioned  by  fome  frefli  obloquy  or  feverity 
thrown  upon  the  Catholics.  The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury,  though  a Tory  in  prin- 
ciple, was  induced  through  policy  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the  Whigs,  and  as 
converts  are  generally  prominently  fevere-to  the  party  they  have  abandoned, 
his  Grace  was  no  way  fulpefted  of  favoring'  the  Catholics,  whofe  religion  he 
had  renounced.  He  was  unufually  fplendid  in  celebrating  the  anniverfary 
of  King  William,  and  vehement  in  promoting  the  Proteflant  fucceljion. 
By  a diffolution  of  parliament,  the  miniflry  hoped  to  gain  a majority  in  the 
commons,  as  they  had  fecured  it  in  the  lords : but  on  the  return,  the  Whigs 
ftill  retained  a fmall  majority.  This  they  availed  themfelves  of,  by  voting 
a moft  feyere  addrefs^  to  the  queen  upon  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps, the  chan- 
cellor, 

ftrongly  impregnated  with  the  fadions  fpirit  of  1 649  J ^nd  upon  this  principle  they  were  anxious 
to  fubdivide  the  Proteftants  into  parties,  in  order  to  difcriminate  their  own  party  from  the  real 
enemies  to  the  crown,  who  ftill  retained  fo  much  of  the  leaven  of  the  interregnum  ; for  hitherto 
Profejiant  and  li-hig  had  continued  to  be  confidered  as  fynonymous  in  Ireland,  And  no  Whig  in 
that  country  had  till  that  time  fignalized  himfelf  by  the  avowal  of  any  conftitutional  principle 
whatever. 

* Far  be  it  from  me  to  infinuate  that  this  deviation  from  the  ftrid  line  of  conftitutional  condud 
was  in  any  manner  caufed  by  religious  doctrine  or  perfuafion.  In  every  Chriftian  country,  dif- 
ferent denominations  of  Chriftians  have  at  times  fwerved  from,  as  well  as  obferved,  their  civil 
duties.  Pretbyterians  have  evinced  as  firm  loyalty  to  monarchs,  as  Catholics  have  to  republics. 
Every  fociety  of  Chriftians  lay  claim  to  the  pureft  and  clofeft  adherence  to  Evangelical  perfedion  ; 
and  they  all  hold  the  fyftem  of  Chriftianity  pradticable  under  every  lawful  form  of  government. 
Bigotry,  ignorance,  or  malice  can  alone  confider  the  pradice  of  any  religious  fociety  incompatible 
with  the  Britilh  conftitution. 

■\  2 Journ.  Comm.  p.  770. 

i The  private  demeanour  and  official  condud  of  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps  confirmed  all  the  un- 
favorable prepofleflions  againft  him,  which  the  Whigs  in  Ireland  had  conceived  from  his  zeal 
and  adivily  in  defence  of  Dr.  Sacheverel.  He  affociated  only  with  Tories  and  churchmen,  and 
was  entertained  by  the  nobility  and  gentlemen  of  that  deferiptiou  willi  the  moft  magnificent  hof- 
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cellor,  who  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  the  Tory  party  by  his  intimacy 
with  the  famous  Dr.  Sacheverell,  whofe  trial  had  afforded  a notable  triumph 
to  the  Whigs  in  England.  The  queen’s  anfwer  to  another  addrefs  of  the 
commons,  dated  from  Windfor  on  the  13th  of  December,  1713,  fliewed  how 
little  congenial  with  the  difpofitions  of  the  court  thefe  efforts  of  the  com- 
mons were.  She  told  them,  that  *the  beft  way  of  preferving  their  religious 
and  civil  rights,  and  fecuring  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  as  well  as  the  beft 
proof  they  could  give  of  their  real  concern  for  them,  was  to  proceed  with 
unanimity  and  temper  in  fupplying  the  neceffary  occafions  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  in  eftablilhing  peace  at  honte,  by  difcountenancing  the  rejilefs 
endeavours  of  thofe faBious  fpirits  who  attempted  to  fow  jealoufies,  and  raife 
groundlefs  fears  in  the  minds  of  her  people. 

Thefe  fafts,  which  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  parliamentary  records  of 
Ireland,  inconteftibly  prove,  that  none  of  the  complaints  or  charges  of  dif- 
afteftion,  fedition,  turbulence,  difloyalty,  or  civil  and  political  licentioufnefs 
of  any  fpecies  during  this  queen’s  reign  fell  upon  the  great  body  of  the  Irifti 
people,  but  arofe  from  tjie  condudl  of  that  Proteftant  part  of  the  nation, 
which  retained  the  leaven  of  the  interregnum,  and  which  was  too  powerful 
and  too  determined  to  be  awed  or  openly  oppofed  by  the  Britifli  cabinet. 
Hence  the  difgraceful  fubterfuge,  which  Bilhop  Burnet  allures  us,  the  miniftry 


pitality  : he  received  the  congratulations  and  thanks  of  the  clergy  as  the  patron  of  their  order,  and 
the  champion  of  the  rights  of  the  church.  Under  the  aufpices  of  fuch  a judge,  every  legal  check 
upon  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  party  which  he  patronifed  was  fufpended.  The  moft  malignant  at- 
tacks upon  the  Diflenters  daily  ilfued  from  the  prefs,  and  even  thofe  publications,  which  had  been 
condemned  in  England  for  their  feditious  tendency,  were  reprinted  and  difperfed  witliout  any 
reprehenfion  from  the  Irilli  minifters.  Mr,  Higgins,  a clergyman,  who  had  been  put  out  of  the 
commiffion  of  the  peace  by  the  late  Chancellor  Coxe,  on  account  of  his  indecent  and  turbulent  be- 
haviour, was  now  reftored  to  his  feat  by  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps.  On  the  very  day  of  refuming  his 
authority,  he  gave  fuch  oft'ence  to  his  colleagues  by  his  infolent  and  unguarded  expreffions,  that  he 
was  prefented  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  as  a fower  of  fedition  and  groundlefs 
jealoufies  among  her  majelty’s  Proteftant  fubjeds  j but  he  was  acquitted  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and 
privy  council,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  high  church  party.  {Annals  Ann,  p.  192-3.) 

Mr.  Higgins  had  been  a co-adjutor  of  Dr,  Sacheverell  in  England  5 and  rivalled  him  in  the  ve- 
hemence with  which  he  declaimed  upon  the  danger  of  the  church,  and  tire  treachery  of  the 
minifters.  {Cunningham,  vol.W.  p.  275.)  He  was  the  author  of  feveral  fevere  tra6ts  againft  the 
Diftenters,  and  was  fuppofed  to  have  drawn  up  a narrative  concerning  the  confpiracy  of  the  Pro- 
teftants  in  Weftmeath,  which  contained  reflexions  injurious  to  all  the  Whig  gentlemen  in  Ireland. 

2Journ,Comm.  p.77i.  . 
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was  driven  to,  in  order  to  caufe  the  mifcarriage  of  the  Popery  bill,  by 
iliarpening  its  feverity  againft  the  promoters  of  it,  fearing  to  olfend  that 
party  by  oppofing  the  cruelties,  Avhich  they  were  impofmg  on  the  Catholics, 
although  confcious  that  the  meafure  was  neither  wife,  politic,  nor  jull. 

In  fo  much  diffidence  and  contempt  did  the  Britiffi  parliament  hold  that 
of  Ireland  during  this  queen’s  reign,  that  in  every  matter,  which  was  con- 
fidered  to  be  of  importance  to  the  Britidi  empire,  they  exprefsly  legiflated 
for  Ireland,  as  if  Ireland  had  no  parliament  of  her  own.  Thus  did  the 
Biitilh  legiflature  dire6t  the  fale  of  the  eftates  of  Iriffi  rebels,  and  difqualify 
Catholics  from  purchafmg  them ; thus  did  it  avoid  leafes  made  to  Papifts ; 
thus  augment  fmall  vicarages,  and  confirm  grants  made  to  the  archbiffiop 
of  Dublin:  it  permitted  Ireland  to  export  linen  to  the  plantations;  pro- 
hibited the  importation  of  that  commodity  from  Scotland ; and  appointed 
the  town  of  New  Rofs,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  as  the  port  for  exporting 
wool  from  Ireland  to  England.  In  the  Schifm  A61,  which  Sir  William 
Wyndham  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  England,  in  the  year 
1714,  the  interference  of  the  Britifli  legifiature  with  Ireland  was  the  mofi; 
remarkable.  This  bill,  which  was  aimed  by  the  Tory  party  at  the  total 
fuppreffion  of  the  Diflenters,  was  warmly  oppofed  by  the  Whigs  in  both 
houfes.  Into  that  bill  the  following  claufe  was  introduced : that  “ where 
“ law  is  the  fame,  the  remedy  and  means  for  enforcing  the  exeeution  of  the 
“ law  fiiould  be  the  fame ; be  it  therefore  enabled,  by  the  authority  afore- 
“ faid,  that  all  and  every  the  remedies,  provifions,  and  claufes,  in  and  by 
“ this  a6t  given,  made,  and  ena6led,  fiiall  extend,  and  be  deemed,  conftrued, 
“ and  adjudged  to  extend  to  Ireland,  in  as  full  and  effectual  manner  as  if 
“ Ireland  had  been  exprefsly  named  and  mentioned  in  all  and  every  the 
“ claufes  of  this  act,”  Confidering  the  intolerant  quality  of  the  Act,  it 
Avas  the  policy  of  the  Tory  adminiftration  to  introduce  it  Avith  as  few  ob- 
je6tionable  claufes  as  poffible,  expe6ting  naturally  a Avarm  oppofition  to  it. 
It  Avas  chietly  oppofed  on  the  third  reading,  in  Avhich  oppofition  Sir  Jofeph 
Jekill  was  prominently  forward;  he  infifted,  that  it  tended  to  raife  as  great 
a perfecution  againfl;  their  Proteftant  brethren,  as  tire  primitive  Chrifiians 
ever  fuffered  from  the  Heathen  emperors,  particularly  Julian  the  apoftate.*' 
It  paired  the  commons  by  a majority  of  237  voices  againft  126,  Avithout  the 


* Chand.  Deb.  5 vol,  p.  135, 
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claufe  affeding  Ireland : this  Aras  propofed  by  the  Eaii  of  Anglefea,  when 
the  bill  was  in  the  committee  of  the  lords,  which,  after  fome  debate,  Avas 
carried  in  the  affirmatiA^e  by  the  majority  of  one  \mice  only.  *SeA'eral 
feA'ere  fpeeches  Avere  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  againft  the  claufe  extend- 
ing- the  bill  to  Ireland ; particularly  by  the  Duke  of  ShreAvtbury,  avIio  had 
returned ’on  the  ATry  day  of  the  debate  from  Ireland.  The  claufe  Avas, 
hoAve\-er,  carried  by  57  A’otes  againft  51;  and  on  the  next  day  the  bill  AA’as 
carried  by  a majority  of  5 v'otes,  viz.  of  77  againft  72. f A very  ftrong  pro- 
teft  Av-as  entered  by  thirty-four  of  the  leading  Whig  party,  the  laft  part  of 
Arliich  relates  to  Ireland:  “The  miferies  ffaid  they)  Ave  apprehend  here, 
“ are  greatly  enhanced  by  extending  this  bill  to  Ireland,  Avhere  the  con- 
“ fequcnces  of  it  may  be  fatal : for  fince  the  number  of  Papifts  in  that 
“ kingdom  far  exceeds  the  =Proteftants  of  all  denominations  together,  and 
“ that  the  Diflenters  are  to  be  treated  as  eneniies,  or  at  leaft  as  perfons 
“ dangerous  to  that  church  and  ftate,  Avho  have  always  in  all  times  joined 
“ and  ftill  Avould  join  Avith  the  members  of  that  church  againft  their  common 

enemy  of  their  religion ; and  fince  the  army  there  is  very  much  reduced, 
“ the  Proteftants  thus  unnecelfarily  divided  feem  to  us  to  be  expofed  to 
“ the  danger  of  another  malfacre,  and  the  Proteftant  religion  in  danger  of 
“ being  extirpated.”:}:  It  muft  be  prefumed,  that  the  minifters  of  tliat  day 

* Deb.  Lords,  y .vol.  p.  428. 

i The  minifter  commanded  a much  larger  majority  in  the  commons  than  in  the  lords.  It  was 
for  this  reafon  that  the  queen  was  advifed  to  call  twelve  lords  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  who  were 
in  derifion  called  by  the  oppotite  party  the  college  of  the  twelve  apoftles.  “ It  was  upon  thefe 
“■  motives  (faid  Swift,  Hijl.  f.  44,)  that  the  treafurer  advifed  her  majefty  to  create  twelve  new 
“ lords,  and  thereby  difable  the  fling  of  fadtion  for  the  refl  of  her  life  time  : this  promotion  was 
“ fo  ordered,  that  a third  part  were  of  thofe  on  whom,  or  their  poflefity,  the  peerage  would  natu- 
“ rally  devolve  j and  tlie  refl  were  fuch  whofe  merit,  birth,  and  fortune  could  admit  of  no  excep- 
“ tion.”  In  the  reafons  pro  and  con  given  by  Swift,  we  clearly  fee  the  oppofite  fpirits  of  the 
politicians  of  that  day:  the  Whigs  complained  of  the  ill  example  fet  to  wicked  princes,  who  might 
as  well  create  one  hundred  as  twelve  peers,  which  would  enfure  the  command  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  thus  endanger  our  liberties.  The  Tories  inflfted,  that  in  our  conflitution  the  prince 
holding  the  balance  of  power  between  the  nobility  and  people,  ought  to  be  able  to  remove  from  one 
fcale  into  the  other,  fo  as  to  bring  both  to  an  equilibrium : and  that  the  Whigs  had  been  for  above 
twenty  years  corrupting  the  nobility  with  republican  principles,  which  nothing  but  the  royal  pre- 
rogative could  hinder  from  overfpreading  us. 

X Deb.  Lords,  3 vol.  p.  430.  The  whole  protefl  containing  ftrong  reafons  againft  intolerancy 
is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LIJI. 
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were  as  anxious,  that  this  bill  againft  the  Diffcnters  hiould  be  extended  to 
Ireland,  as  they  were  certain,  that  a fimilar  bill  would  not  have  palled  the 
Irilh  parliament.  Such  were  the  forced  means  reforted  to  by  the  miniftry 
of  that  day,  to  effeduate  their  intentions  upon  Ireland  refpe6fing  the  Dif- 
fenters.  What  the  opinion  and  difpofition  of  the  court  then  were  as  to  the 
Irilh  Dilfenters,  is  manifell  from  the  language  of  ]\Ir.  Bromley,  principal 
fecretary  of  Hate,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Schifm  Bill : he  faid,  “ the 
“ Dillenters  were  equally  dangerous  both  to  church  and  hate;  and  if  the 
“ members  who  fpoke  in  their  behalf  would  have  this  bill  drop,  he  would 
“ ' readily  confent  to  it,  provided  another  bill  were  brought  in  to  incapacitate 
“ them  either  to  fit  in  that  houfe,  or  to  vote  in  elections  of  members  of 
“ parliament,”^  The  collifion  of  the  oppofite  parties  in  parliament  was  at 
that  time  extremely  violent.  The  Whigs  charged  the  Tories  and  the  whole 
court  party  with  an  intent  to  break  through  the  order  of  the  Protehant 
fuccelfion,  in  favor  of  the  Pretender;  to  thefe  views  they  attributed  every 
meafure  as  to  the  grand  obje<5l  of  all  their  widies,  and  all  their  intrigues. 
On  the  other  hand  the  Tories  complained  of  the  factious  oppofition  of  the 
Whigs;  and  the  moll Tenfible  of  their  advocates']'  has  declared,  that  “ the 
“ deligns  of  that  afpiring  party  at  that  time  were  not  otherwife  to  be  com- 
“ paffed,  than  by  undertaking  any  thing  that  would  humble  and  mortify 
“ the  church.”  Some  time  pre\'ious  to  the  palling  of  the  Schifm  Bill,  the 
minifter  'had  acquired  in  the  commons  a very  large  acceffion  of  ftrength 
from  a fet  of  members,  Avho,  under  the  ftile  of  the  08ober  Club,  had  formed 
themfelves  into  a body  with  a view  to  revive  a new  countiy  party  in  par- 
liament, vdiich  might,  as  in  former  times,  oppofe  the  court  in  any  proceed- 
ings they  Ihould  dillike.  The  Avhole  body  confifted  of  about  200,  and  they 
unexccptionably  profelfed  what  arc  'commonly  called  high  church  principles, 
upon  which  account  they  were  irreconcileable  enemies  to  the  late  miniftry, 
and  all  its  adherents;  and  the  grand  object  of  their  meetings,  v as  to  devife 


* Chaiid.  Deb.  5 vol,  p.  135. 

t Swift’s  Hiflory  of  the  Four  laft  Years  of  the  Queen,  p.  250.  This  was  faid  on  the  occafion 
of  the  lords  having  pafl'ed  the  bill  for  continuing  The  AO;  to  enable  Quakers  to  make  Affirmation, 
in  lieu  of  Oaths  (furely  a reafonable  one,  and  the  law  now.is  fo),  which  the  commons  would  not 
permit  to  be  read  even  a lirft  time.  About  this  time.  Swift  fliewed  a zeal  againft  the  Whigs,  by 
publiihing  The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs,  and  his  Preface  to  tlie  IntroduOion  of  Dr,  Burnet  to  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Reformation, 
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methods  to  fpur  on  thofe  in  power  to  make  quicker  difpatch  in  removing  all 
the  JFhig  leaven  from  the  employments  they  flill  poffelfed. 

In  Ireland,  the  number  of  thofe,  who  took  an  a6tive  intereft  in  the  poli- 
tical events  of  the  day,  was  incomparably  fmaller,  than  in  England,  but 
their  violence  was  proportionably  greater.  All  the  efforts  of  the  Britilh 
cabinet  were  unable  to  reduce  the  afcendancy  of  the  old  Proteftant  intereft 
in  the  commons':  it  became  a trial  of  ftrength  between  the  two  houfes. 
The  influence  of  the  crown  preponderated  in  the  lords  of  Ireland,  as  it  did 
in  the  commons  of  England.  The  commons  prefented  an  addrefs  to  her 
majefty,  humbly  befeeching  her  to  remove  the  chancellor.  Sir  Conftantine 
Phipps,*  from  his  place,  for  the  peace  and  fafety  of  her  Proteftant  fubjedts: 
the  lords  on  the  other  hand,  made  a warm  reprefentation  to  the  queen 
in  favour  of  the  chancellor:  they  entered  minutely  into  the  charges  pre- 
ferred againft  him,  and  aflured  her  majefty,  that  they  were  ftrengthened  in 
their  opinion  of  his  having  acquitted  himfelf  with  honour  and  integrity, 
from  the  further  enquiries  they  had  fmee  made,  and  they  concluded  with 


* More  of  the  true  fpirit  of  the  times  is  often  to  be  collefted  from  pamphlets  and  fugitive  pieces 
of  the  day,  than  from  the  bell  hiltories  written  at  a period  diftant  from  the  events  which  they  record. 
A book  called  State  Anatomy,  was  publilhed  in  Dublin  foon  after  tlie  acceffion,  which  thus  fpeaks 
of  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps  (p.  5l)  : “ No  fooner  did  he  appear  in  that  kingdom,  but  his  levee  was 

“ crouded  with  Papifts  and  difpenfation  converts,  whofe  cloven  foot  was  feen  by  the  venom  they 
ufed  to  fpit  againft  Whigs  and  Diflenters : but  every  one  who  made  his  court  to  Phipps,  would 
previoufly  Ihew  his  zeal  by  treating  the  Whigs  as  ignominioufly,  as  formerly  under  Talbot:  nor 
“ would  Sir  Conftantine  employ  a man  of  them,  no  not  in  ordinary  work  ; accordingly  he  brought 
“ thofe  new  converts  into  all  bufinefs,  places,  and  preferments,  receiving  the  moft  fecret  infor- 
mations  from  priefts  and  friars,  who  were  likely  to  do  wondrous  fervice  to  the  Englilli  intereft. 
“ By  the  afliftance  of  that  trufty  bull  beef  prieft  Higgins,  he  laboured  to  divide  the  Proteftants : 
“ introducing  the  diftinQion  of  high  and  low  church  unknown  there  before;  and  it  mull  be 
“ owned,  that  they  made  fome  progrefs  in  this  villainous  defign,  which  with  the  Earl  of  Rochefter’s 
introducing  the  Sacramental  Tejl  confiderably  weakened  our  prefent  'king’s  intereft.  He  ftifled 
“ and  difrouraged  all  informations  againft  the  infolent  praftice  of  Papifts,  whom  he  was  ever 
backward  to  difarm,  though  ftraitly  required  to  do  it  after  the  queen’s  death.  He  granted  Noli 
“ projhjuis  for  writers  on  behalf  of  the  pretender,  and  favoured  all  he  could,  thofe,  who  treafonably 
“ lifted  foldiers  for  him.  The  Archbifliop  of  Armagh  (Lindfay  who  was  primate  from  1713  to 
1724)  promoted  for  this  very  purpofe  to  that  fee,  was  his  chief  abettor.  This  prelate  not  very 
“ nice  in  other  matters,  and  much  better  acquainted  with  the  mothers  than  the  fathers,  would  not 
“ be  concerned  in  blood  forfooth,  refufing  to  fign  the  order  for  the  execution  of  the  lifted  and 
enlifters  for  the  pretender.  This  behaviour  of  Churchmen  gave  rife  to  another  toaft : To  the 
“ projyeriiy  oj  the  Church  in  fpite  of  the  Clergy." 
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Itrong  afuirances  of  unanimity  and  temper  in  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs, 
and  in  eftablilhing  the  peace  of  that  kingdom,  by  difcountenancing  the 
reftlefs  endeavours  of  tliofe  JaBious  fpirits,  who  attempted  to  fow  jealou- 
fies  and  raife  groundlefs  fears  in  the  minds  of  her  inajefty’s  people.  The 
queen’s  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  commons  was  a mere  echo  of  the  addrefs 
of  the  lords,  which  plainl}^  tliewed  how  ftrongly  her  majefty  fided  Avdth  the 
latter  againft  the  former.  Both  houfes  of  convocation  waimly  efpoufed 
the  caufe  of  the  chancellor:  they  wiflied  her  majefty  might  never  want  a 
fervant  of  equal  courage,  uprightnefs,  and  abilities,  and  that  church  and 
nation  never  be  M-ithont  fuch  a friend  for  the  fuppreftion  of  vice,  fchifm,  and 
fadion,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the  royal  prerogative  as  Avell  as  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  fubjed.  The  lords  had  alfo  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  queen, 
to  juftify  and  clear  the  chancellor  of  the  reproaches  and  calumnies  of  one 
Nuttal,  who  had  traduced  him  as  having  been  a promoter  of  the  diflentions, 
that  had  lately  happened  in  that  kingdom : to  Avhich  her  majefty  anfwered, 
that  ftie  had  always  looked  upon  the  lord  chancellor  as  a faithful  fervant 
to  the  crown,  a true  lover  of  the  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  and  w’as 
therefore  extremely  pleafed  to  find,  that  the  lords  concurred  in  the  fame 
opinion  of  him. 

IMany  circumftances  concur  to  prove,  that  the  queen  herfelf  was  indifpofed 
to  the  Hanover  fucceflion,  and  that  the  great  objed  of  her  laft  miniftry  was 
to  reconcile  the  nation  to  a favourable  reception  of  her  brother.  The  Whigs 
were  indefatigable  in  thwarting  thofe  eftbrts,  which  the  miidfters  never  dared 
to  avow  or  openly  to  make.  The  queen  was  perfonally  indecifive,  and 
wanted  firmnefs  to  carry  any  important  refolution  into  efted.  Whatever 
harfii  meafures  were  forced  upon  her  by  the  Whigs,  fuch  as  the  attainder  of 
her  brother,  the  proclamation  for  a reward  of  50,0001.  for  apprehending  him, 
and  the  feveral  proclamations  and  declarations  in  fupport  of  the  Hanover 
fucceflion,  are  reported  to  have  preyed  ftrongly  upon  her  mind;*  as  did  alfo 

' the 

* The  fecret  intentions  and  views  of  the  laft  miniftry  of  Queen  Ann  have  never  been  hitherto 
clearly  laid  open.  The  whole  tranfadtion  however  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge’s  obtaining  his  writ 
of  fummons  to  parliament,  loudly  fpeaks  the  difinclination  of  the  queen  to  that  favourite  meafure  of 
the  zealots  for  the  Hanover  fucceftion.  It  was  not  in  fadl  flattering  to  the  feelings  of  the  queen, 
that  a prince  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover  fliould  be  provided  witlr  a houfe,  revenue,  and  proper 
officers  in  England,  and  enjoy  a feat  in  the  Brilifli  fenatej  where  his  influence  with  thofe,  who 
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the  failure  of  Leflie's  miffioii,  who  was  fent  over  to  Lorrain  to  convert  him 
to  the  Proteftant  faitli;  as  it  was  well  underftoocl,  that  the  horror  of  Popery 

was 

were  ever  ready  to  adore  the  rifing  fun,  might  powerfully  relirt  the  intereft  of  the  crown.  This,  it 
was  urged  by  the  queen’s  friends,  was  fetting  her  coffin  before  her  eyes.  The  duke  had  fent  over 
the  following  petition  to  the  queen. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  George  Augujlus  Duke  of  Cambridge, 

Sheweth, 

That  your  majefly  having  of  your  great  goodnefs  created  your  petitioner  a 
duke  and  peer  of  Great  Britain,  audit  being  the  conltitution,  that  every  peer  hath  a rightand  privilege 
to  tit  and  vote  in  parliament,  your  petitioner  humbly  prays  your  majefty  to  grant  him  his  writ  of 
fummons  to  call  him  to  fit  and  vote  in  the  prefent  parliament. 

This  petition  was  tigned  on  the  17th  of  March,  1713 — 4,  and  on  the  11th  of  the  following 
April,  Baron  Schutz,  envoy  extraordinary  from  the  court  of  Hanover,  convened  a meeting  of  the 
moft  zealous  Whigs,  loffis,  and  gentlemen  at  Lord  Halifax’s  houfe  in  Weftminfter  j where  it  was 
artfully  concerted,  that  the  baron  ffiould  not  prefent  the  petition  to  the  queen,  apprehending  that 
her  majefty  might  have  denied  the  writ,  or  delayed  or  eluded  the  petitioner:  and  therefore  they 
advifed  the  baron  to  apply  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Harcourt,  and  demand  of  him  the  writ  of  fum- 
mons, as  being  the  proper  officer  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  made  out,  and  delivered : for  which  pro- 
ceeding, this  reafon  was  then  given  j that  if  the  lord  chancellor  refufed  to  deliver  the  writ,  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  then  fitting,  had  a jurifdidtion  and  power,  to  enquire  into,  and  immediately  cenfure  the 
denial,  and  to  order  the  writ  to  be  made  out  and  delivered.  But  the  fudden  tranfport  and  joy  of 
thofe  lords  fo  convened  caufed  them  to  forget,  that  Baron  Schutz  might  have  done  both,  viz.  if  the 
queen  were  averfe,  he  might  immediately  refort  to  the  lord  chancellor,  and  make  the  demand. 

However,  the  lords  advifed  the  baron  to  keep  his  orders  ftriftly  fecret,  and  appear  at  court  the 
next  day,  when  the  lords  were  to  wait  on,  and  prefent  to  the  queen  their  addrefs  about  the  procla- 
mation, and  the  removing  the  Pretender  out  of  Lorrain ; and  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  lord  chancellor, 
(as  in  private  and  in  a corner)  and  acquaint  him,  that  he  (the  baron)  had  a metfage  to  his  lordffiip 
from  Hanover,  and  that  he  defired  an  hour,  when  he  fliould  wait  on,  and  deliver  it  to  him. 

The  lord  chancellor  told  the  baron,  he  ihould  be  proud  to  receive  any  meflage  from  his  court  j 
and  appointed  that  very  afternoon,  between  five  and  fix,  to  receive  it  at  his  houfe  in  Lincolns  Inn 
Fields. 

When  the  baron  came,  and  (after  fome  compliments)  told  his  lordfliip,  that  he,  by  order  of  his 
highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  did  requeft  his  lordffiip,  to  make  out,  and  deliver  to  him  the  writ 
for  the  duke;  the  lord  chancellor  was  at  firft  much  furprifed:  but  after  a fliort  paufe,  he  atked  the 
baron,  whether  the  matter  had  been  opened  to  the  queen ; To  which  the  baron  anfwering,  no  : his 
lordffiip  faid,  this  demand  is  of  fuch  importance  that  I can  do  nothing  in  it,  till  I have  the  queen’s 
direSions;  and  I will  forthwith  acquaint  her  majefty  with  it:  but  laying  his  hand  on  the  baron’s 
llioulder,  defired  him  to  remember  he  did  not  refufe  the  writ:  to  which  the  baron  fmaitly  re- 
plied, and  defired  his  lordffiip  to  remember,  he  had  requefted  of  him  the  writ  for  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge. 
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was  the  only  obje6lion  which  a great  part  of  the  nation  had  to  Ins  being 
called  to  fucceed  his  fifter.  Circumftanced  however  as  the  Pretender  was, 

his 

A cabinet  council  was  inftantly  called,  and  fate  that  evening  from  nine  of  the  clock  till  after 
eleven ; where  the  queen  being  prefent,  had  the  difappointment  to  find  her  minifters  fo  little  firm  to 
their  former  profefiions,  as  to  endeavour  to  perfuade  her  majefty,  that  the  writ  could  not  be  denied 
(they  may  have  hinted  that  the  promifes  of  France  did  not  yet  juftify  the  refufal).  This  defedion 
had  fuch  an  accidental  and  unexpedted  influence  upon  her  majefty’s  perfon,  as  fubjedted  her  to  an 
infirmity,  that  could  not  be  removed,  for  at  the  end  of  three  months  and  nineteen  days  tire  demifed, 
but  upon  the  minifier’s  flirinking,  the  writ  was  ordered  to  be  made  out,  and  was  delivered  to  Baron 
Schutz  on  Saturday  the  17th  of  April,  1714. 

This  demand  being  the  next  day  (Tuefday)  whifpered  in  the  court  of  requefts,  call  a damp  on  the 
court  party,  which  they  could  not  ditfemble. 

The  minifters  had  the  vexation  to  fee,  on  the  four  laft  days,  viz.  Wednefday,  Thurfday,  Friday, 
and  Saturday,  the  ftreet  called  Pall  Mall,  crouded  with  a vaft  concourfe  of  coaches,  and  multitudes  of 
people  to  congratulate  Baron  Schutz,  and  Monf  Koninberg  (at  whofe  houfe  the  baron  lodged) 
upon  the  demand  of  the  writ,  and  the  hopes  of  the  fpeedy  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge : that 
although  the  writ  was  at  the  end  of  five  days,  viz.  on  Saturday  the  17th  of  June,  1714,  delivered  to 
Baron  Schutz,  yet  the  queen  in  her  anger  to  fee  the  people  fo  generally  run  to  worlbip  the  rifing 
fun,  caufed  Baron  Schutz,  on  the  next  day,  being  Sunday  the  I8th  of  April,  1714,  to  be  forbidden  - 
the  court,  and  injundtions  to  be  laid  on  all  her  minifters,  not  to  have  any  intercourfe  or  correfpon- 
dence  with  him:  and  the  minifters  gave  out  this  pretence  for  that' outrage,  viz.  becaufe  the  baron 
had  demanded  the  writ  of  the  lord  chancellor,  without  having  firft  acquainted  her  majefty  with  his 
orders,  and  applying  to  her  for  it. 

It  appears  probable,  that  the  minifters  applied  at  this  time  to  France  for  afliftance,  and  received 
an  agreeable  anfwer ; but  at  that  time  the  French  king  was  engaged  to  attend  the  negotiations  at 
Raftadt,  in  regard  the  peace  with  the  Emperor  was  not  yet  concluded.  But  the  urgency  of  the  cafe 
was,  that  if  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  fliould  forthwith  land,  as  he  might,  and  as  the  people  expedited, 
the  minifters  meafures  would  be  firft  intirely  difconcerted,  and  then  the  French  afliftance  would 
come  unfeafonably.  The  minifters,  in  order  to  remove  their  fears,  and  to  obviate  the  difappoint- 
ment, on  the  19th  of  May,  1714,  being  within  one  month  after  Baron  Schutz  was  forbidden 
the  court,  in  the  queeif’s  name,  fent  three  letters  to  Hanover,  all  figned  with  her  majefty’s  own 
hand. 

One  of  thefe  letters  was  diredted  to  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Sophia,  in  which  the  queen 
declared,  “ that  difaffedted  perfons  had  entered  into  meafures,  to  fix  a prince  of  her  highnefs’s  blood 
‘‘  in  her  majefiy’s  dominions,  even  whilft  flie  was  living,  that  fhe  (the  queen)  for  her  part,  never 
“ thought  fuch  a project  could  have  entered  into  her  highnefs’s  mind;  but  now  flie  perceived,  her 
“ cle6loral  highnefs  was  come  into  that  fentiment : and  therefore  the  (the  queen)  declared,  that 
“ fuch  a proceeding  would  infallibly  endanger  the  fucceftion  itfelf.” 

Another  of  thefe  letters  was  diredled  to  His  Highnefs  the  Eleftor  of  Brunlwick;  and  in  that  it 
was  declared,  “ that  if  his  electoral  highnefs’s  fon  (the  Duke  of  Cambridge)  prefumed  to  come 
" within  the  queen’s  eftate  (i.  e.  her  dominions),  flie  would  oppofe  him  with  all  her  power.” 
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his  caufe  was  abetted  by  many  in  England,  and  recruiting  for  bis  fervice  bad 
become  fo  public  and  general,  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  brought  in  a bill, 
which  afterwards  palfed  into  a law,  that  made  it  high  treafon  to  be  enlifted 
for  any  foreign  prince:  a caution  which  was  not  at  this  time  found  necelfary 
to  be  had  in  Ireland,  notwithftanding  the  inordinate  propenfity  of  the  Irifli 
parliament  to  harafs  and  opprefs  the  Catholics  with  penal  ftatutes.  Now  for 
the  firft  time  their  loyalty  was  above  fufpicion : and  a Stuart  paffed  by  an 
opportunity  of  punilliing  them.  The  queen  died  on  the  ill  of  AuguR,  1714. 

And  the  third  letter  was  directed  to  the  Electoral  Prince  (then  Duke  of  Cambridge),  and  therein 
it  was  declared  to  him,  “ that  his  defign  of  coming  into  her  majefty’s  kingdom,  ought  to  be  hrft 
” opened  to  her,  and  to  have  had  her  permiflion  j and  that  therefore  nothing  could  be  more  dan- 
“ gerous  to  the  right  of  fucceflion  in  his  line,  than  fuch  a proceeding.”  From  the  complexion  of 
thefe  tranfactions  it  will  be  readily  admitted,  that  the  queen  muft  have  been  difgufted  with  the 
indelicate  and  compulfory  means  ufed  by  the  Whigs  of  that  day,  to  enfure  the  Hanover  fucceflion 
during  her  life  : the  workings  of  nature  on  behalf  of  her  brother,  upon  whofe  head  (he  was  forced 
by  the  Whigs  to  proclaim  a reward,  together  with  the  many  thwarting  and  humiliating  inftances  of 
oppofition  to  her  will  from  the  Whig  party,  render  it  more  than  probable,  that  lire  either  originally 
was,  or  that  flie  became  at  laft  infincere  in  her  profelTions,  promifes,  and  exertions  to  promote  the 
eftablifhment. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  THE  FIRST. 

It  is  foreign  from  the  purpofe  of  this  work  to  analyze  the  political  views' 
of  the  leading  men  in  power  upon  the  demife  of  Queen  Ann.  The  Jacobites 
looked  up  Avith  more  confidence  to  Lord  Bolinghroke,  than  to  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  for  fincerity  in  favor  of  the  abdicated  family.  If  Oxford,  as  mull 
be  prefumed,  of  moft  of  the  Tories  of  that  day,  Avere  againfl;  the  Hanover 
intereft,  his  condudl  A\'as  referved,  myflerious,  and  equivocal ; by  A\diich  he 
loft  the  confidence  of  his  OAvn  party,  Avithout  gaining  that  of  the  other. 
Bolinghroke  AA^as  univerfally  fuppofed  to  favor  the  heir  of  blood,  and  Avas 
known  to  be  a mofi;  determined  and  implacable  enemy  of  the  Whigs.  The 
Jacobites  relied  much  upon  his  affedtions,  but  more  upon  his  j'efentment. 
The  Tory  party  preponderated  in  the  landed  intereft  of  the  country  ; the 
Whigs  had  acquired  a majority  in  the  privy  council ; the  Tories  Avere  Avfith- 
out  a head,  difpirited,  diftradled,  and  confequently  irrefolute : the  Whigs, 
fluftied  Avith  their  afcendancy,  adled  Avdth  concert,  energy  and  eft’ecl : they 
brought  into  adlion  the  principles  they  had  ahrays  avoAved,  and  by  them 
they  feated  the  Eleclor  of  Hanover  on  the  thrones  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland : he  Avas  proclaimed  and  acknoAvledged  king  Avithout  oppofition.* 
The  Tories,  as  they  had  CA'ery  reafon  to  expedl,  Avere  difmifled  from  his 
councils,  and  the  AA'hole  management  of  public  affairs  A\'as  committed  to 
the  Whigs. 

The  parliament  of  Ireland,  convened  in  November,  1715,  Avas  prominently 
confpicuous  in  manifefting  their  zeal  for  the  Hanover  fucceftion,  and  the 
Whig  adminiftration.  They  pafled  adls  for  recognizing  the  king’s  title; 
for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon  and  government;  for  fetting  a price  (50,000/.) 
upon  the  Pretender’s  head;  and  for  attainting  the  Duke  of  Ormond:  and 
they  voted  the  fupplies  Avithout  murmur  or  oppofition.  It  is  to  be  re- 

* Viz.  By  the  A61  of  Settlement,  as  George,  the  Firft,  fon  of  Erneft  Augullus,  Eleftor  of  Brunf- 
wick,  and  of  Sophia,  grand  daughter  of  King  James  the  Eirft. 

marked, 
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marked,  that  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  late  reign,  the  commons  had, 
during  the  laft  Tory  adminiftration,  brought  in  a bill  to  attaint  the  Pre- 
tender : and  it  was  generally  believed  that  her  majefly  had  prorogued  the 
parliament,  with  the  dire6l  vieAv  of  preventing  that  bill  from  paffing  againft 
her  brother : and  that  with  a fimilar  intent  to  facilitate  his  accefs  to  the 
throne,  the  had  dilhanded  the  greatefi;  part  of  the  army  in  Ireland.  The 
commons  therefore  eagerly  feized  the  opportunity  fo  favorable  for  ingra- 
tiating themfelves  Avith  his  majefty,  and  for  juftifying  that  condu6t,  Avhich 
had  been  reprobated  as  turbulent  and  fadious  by  the  late  government. 
They  accordingly  prefented  a very  ftrong  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  that  he 
Avould  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  for  the  fecurity  of  his  government,  and  the 
Proteftant  intereft  of  Ireland,  to  remove  the  Earl  of  Anglefey  from  his 
councils  and  fervice  in  that  kingdom.*  Notwithftanding  the  recruiting  for 

the 

* Vide  3 vol.  Journ.  Comm.  p.  fi?.  This  addrefs  is  founded  on  the  fadt  of  tlie  recruiting 
fervice  for  the  Pretender  having  been  openly  permitted  in  Dublin,  and  the  prorogation  of  the  late 
parliament  having  been  made  to  prevent,  the  aft  for  attainting  the  Pretender,  and  the  army’s  having- 
been  dilbanded  to  favor  his  pretentions.  It  throws  light  upon  the  hiftory  or  thofe  days,  and  is  to 
be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LIV.  We  are  now  in  an  age  and  circumftances  to  judge  fairly 
of  that  wretched  policy,  which  induced  our  anceftors  to  tranfport  an  army  of  tried  bravery,  and 
unfliaken  loyalty  to  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  into  foreign  countries,  tliere  to  be  formed  infto  nurferies 
for  every  youth  of  martial  difpofition,  whom  tlie  fevere  and  humiliating  laws  of  his  own  country 
fluit  out  of  the  profelTion  of  arms,  as  well  as  every  other  honorable  calling  which  a gentleman  could 
embrace.  As  this  addrefs  of  the  commons,  as  well  as  the  general  ftream  of  the  Whig  writers  of 
thofe  days,  feem  to  identify  Tories  and  Jacobites,  which  terms  even  to  this  day  are  by  many  con- 
fidcred  fynonymous,  it  will  be  an  aft  of  juftice  to  fubmit  to  the  reader  the  political  profefTion  of 
faith  as  to  the  Pretender  of  a leading  Tory,  who  was  one  of  the  moft  obnoxious  to  the  Whigs,  be- 
caufe  he  was  the  moft  reafonable  and  fenfible  of  their  opponents.  It  is  a letter  from  Dean  Swift, 
written  from  Trim  on  the  iGth  of  December,  17  iG,  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Dublin  (King). 

“ My  Lord, 

" I fliould  be  forry  to  fee  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  following  the  trade  of  an 
“ informer ; becaufe  he  is  a perfon  for  whom  I always  had,  and  ftill  continue  a very  great  love 
“ and  efteem;  for  I think  as  the  reft  of  mankind  do,  that  informers  are  a deteftable  race  of  peo- 
“ pie,  although  they  may  be  fometimes  neceftary.  Befides  I do  not  fee  whom  his  lordihip  can 
“ inform  againft,  except  hirafelf.  He  was  three  or  four  days  at  the  court  of  France,  while  he  was 
" fecretary;  and,  it  is  barely  poftible,  he  might  then  have  entered  into  fome  deep  negotiation  with 
“ the  Pretender,  although  I would  not  believe  him  if  he  Ihould  fwear  it  j becaufe  he  protefted 
“ to  me,  that  he  never  faw  him  but  once,  and  that  was  at  a great  diftance  in  publick  at  an  opera. 
“ As  to  any  other  of  the  miniftry  at  that  time  I am  confident  he  cannot  accufe  them  5 and  that 

“ they 
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the  lervice  of  the  Pretender  were  one  of  the  principal  grounds  for  the 
commons  addrefs  againft  the  Earl  of  Anglefey,  as  if  countenanced  and  con- 
nived at  by  his  majefty’s  fervants,  yet  fo  fully  convinced  was  the  miniftry 
of  that  day  of  the  unqueftionable  loyalty  of  the  Irifli  nation,  that  the  lords 
juftices,  in  their  fpeech  to  the  parliament,  rendered  them  the  moft  honorable 
teftimony,  in  faying,  that  it  was  with  no  fmall  fatisfaftion,  that  they  ob- 
ferved  the  calm,  which  that  kingdom  (formerly  the  feat  of  fo  many  rebel- 
lions) then  enjoyed,  whilft  the  traitorous  enemies  to  the  king  and  our  happy 
eftabliihment,  difcouraged  by  their  early  and  Ready  zeal  for  the  Proteftant 
fucceffion,  had  thought  fit  to  change  the  place  of  adtion,  and  attempt  elfe- 
where  to  difturb  his  majefty’s  government.  Nor  was  this  the  foothing  art 
of  adulation,  but  the  cordial  effufion  of  adfive  confidence : for  the  lords 

they  will  appear  as  innocent,  with  relation  to  the  Pretender,  as  any  who  are  now  at  the  helm ; 
“ and  as  to  myfelf,  if  I were  of  any  importance,  I fhould  be  very  eafy  under  fuch  an  accufatioh, 
” much  eafier  than  I am  to  think  your  Grace  imagineth  me  in  any  danger  5 or,  that  Lord  Boling- 
" broke  fliould  have  any  ill  flory  to  tell  of  me.  He  knoweth,  and  loveth,  and  thinketh  too  well  of 
me,  to  be  capable  of  fuch  an  adtion.  But  I am  furprized  to  think  your  Grace  could  talk,  or  a6t, 
or  correfpond  with  me  for  years  paft,  while  you  mull  needs  believe  me  a moll  falle  and  vile  man  ; 
" declaring  to  you  on  all  occafions  my  abhorrence  of  the  Pretender,  and  yet  privately  engaged  with 
a miniftry  to  bring  him  in : and  therefore  warning  me  to  look  to  myfelf,  and  prepare  my  de- 
fence  againft  a falfe  brother,  coming  over  to  difcover  fuch  fecrets  as  would  hang  me.  Had 
” there  been  ever  the  leaft  overtures  or  intent  of  bringing  in  the  Pretender,  during  my  acquain- 
” tance  with  the  miniftry,  I think  I mull  have  been  very  ftupid  not  to  have  picked  out  fome  dif- 
“ coveries  or  fufpicions.  And  although  I am  not  lure  I Ihould  have  turned  informer,  yet  I am 
certain  I Ihould  have  dropt  fome  general  cautions,  and  immediately  have  retired.  When  people 
“ fay  things  were  not  ripe  at  the  queen’s  death  j they  fay  tliey  know  not  what : things  were  rotten. 
“ And  had  the  minifters  any  fuch  thoughts,  they  lliould  have  begun  three  years  before  j and  they 
who  fay  otherwife,  uhderftand  nothing  of  the  Hate  of  the  kingdom  at  that  time. 

“ But  whether  I am  miftaken  or  no  in  other  men,  I beg  your  Grace  to  believe,  that  I am  not 
“ miftaken  in  myfelf.  I always  profelTed  to  be  againft  the  Pretender,  and  am  lb  ftill.  And  this 
is  not  to  make  my  court  (which  I know  is  vain),  for  I own  myfelf  full  of  doubts,  fears,  and  dif- 
” fatisfa£lions,  which  I think  on  as  feldorn  as  I can  : yet  if  I were  of  any  value,  the  publick  may 
“ fafely  rely  on  my  loyalty,  becaufe  I look  upon  the  coming  of  the  Pretender  as  a greater  evil,  than 
” any  we  are  like  to  fuffer  under  the  worft  Whig  miniftry  that  can  be  found. 

“ I have  not  fpoke  or  thought  lb  much  of  party  thefe  two  years,  nor  could  any  thing  have 
“ tempted  me  to  it,  but  the  grief  1 have  in  Handing  fo  ill  in  your  Grace's  opinion. 

“ I beg  your  Grace’s  blelling,  and  am.  See. 

t 

“ Jonathan  Swift.” 
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juftices  added,  that  his  majefty  had  ordered  an  addition  to  be  made  to  each 
company  of  the  militia,  till  fuch  time  as  he  could  replace  thofe  regiments, 
Avhich.  the  neceffity  of  his  affairs  had  obliged  him  then  to  draw  from  Ireland 
to  ffipprefs  the  rebels  in  Great  Britain,  A\dierein  their  fafety  Avas  equally 
concerned  Avith  that  of  his  other  fubjedts.*  Were  not  anomaly  and  incon- 
gruity the  peculiar  properties  of  Iritli  hiftory,  it  AA^ould  be  my  duty  to  draAv 
the  reader’s  attention  to  the  grofs  inconfiftency  of  rendering  folemn  ho- 
mage to  the  exemplary  loyalty  of  the  Irith  nation  in  the  moft  perilous  crifis, 
and  punilliing  them  at  the  fame  time  for  a difpofition  to  treachery,  turhu- 
lence,  and  trcafon.  Whilft  rebellion  A\'as  openly  making  alarming  progrefs 
in  North  Britain,  under  the  Earl  of  JMar  at  the  head  of  10,000  Scotch 
Prelbyterians,  and  no  part  of  South  Britain  Avas  fecure  from  the  attempts 
of  the  friends  of  a Catholic  Pretender  to  the  throne.  Catholic  Ireland  Avas 
the  only  part  of  the  Britifli  empire,  for  Avhich  government  felt  fccure,  and 
therefore  drcAA^  from  it  the  ufiial  fources  of  national  defence  to  o-iA^e  ftreno-th 

o O 

to  Protejlant  Britain.  Although  malice  haA'e  been  faturated  in  calumni- 
ating the  Irifli  nation,  it  has  (perhaps  accidentally)  efcaped  even  the  charge 
of  guilt  in  the  rebellion  of  1715.  The  fpeech  A\diich  bore  fuch  honorable 
teftimony  of  the  tried  loyalty  of  the  Irilli  Catholics,  befpoke  the  difgrace- 
ful  policy  of  keeping  and  treating  them,  notAAdthftanding,  as  a feparate  and 
divided  people.  “ We  muft  recommend  to  you  (faid  the  lords  juftices  in 
“ their  fpeech  to  the  commons)  in  the  prefent  conjundture,  fuch  unanimity 
“ in  your  I'efolutions  as  may  once  more  put  an  end  to  all  other  dhlindtions 
‘‘  in  Ireland,  but  that  of  Protejlant  and  PapiJtP  Such  indeed  Avas  the 
hatred,  in  Avhich  they  Avere  then  holden,  that  the  ufual  parliamentary  phrafe 
for  the  Iriili  body  of  Catholics  Avas,  the  common  enemy : fcarcely  an  addrefs 
concerning  them  during  this  reign  reached  the  throne,-  Avhich  did  not  dif- 
tinguitli  them  Avith  this  appellation.  Without  any  frelli  charge  or  even 
fufpicion  of  mifeonduft,  they  Avere  fo  explicitly  reprefented  in  the  fpeech  of 
the  Lord  Carteret,  t “ Proteftants  of  this  kingdom  huYC  but  one 

“ common  intereft,  and  have  too  often  fatally  experienced,  that  they  haA’e 
“ the  fame  common  enemy.'"  Vain  is  it  to  fet  up  the  perfonal  charafter  and 

* 2 Journ.  Lords,  p.  453.  The  lords  juftices  were  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  the  Earl  of  Gal- 
way, and  the  fpeech  was  delivered  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton. 

•f  3 .Tourn.  Commons,  p.  399, 
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private  virtues  of  tlie  monarch,  as  a fecurity  or  indulgence  to  his  fubjedls 
againft  the  penal  code  of  aufterities  impofed  upon  them  by  the  legillature : 
thefe  perfecuting  and  opprelfive  laws  execute  themfelves.  Queen  Ann  has 
been  reprefented,  perhaps  not  untruly,  as  *'  a tender  mother,  a ’warm  friend, 
an  indulgent  mif  refs,  a munificent  patron,  a mild  and  merciful  prince;  and 
yet  the  body  of  Catholics  was  during  her  reign  more  feverely  punillied  and 
perfecuted  than  during  that  of  any  of  her  piedecelfors.'j'  Such,  however, 
notwithftanding  the  Catholics  plea  of  merit  for  their  non-interference  in 
favor  of  a Catholic  prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  in  the  year  1715,  whilft 
his  flandard  was  eredted  in  Great  Britain,  was  the  government’s  alfedled  fear 
or  real  hatred  of  the  Catholics,  that  the  lords  juftices,  in  their  anfwcr  to  the 
addrefs  of  the  commons  praying  them  to  give  diredtions  for  fecuring  the 
perfons  of  fuch  Papifts  and  other  perfons  as  they  tliould  fufpedl  of  being  dif- 
affedted  to  his  majefty’s  government,  allured  them,  that  they  had  written 
letters  in  council  to  all  the  governors  of  counties,  flieriffs,  mayors,  and  chief 
magiftrates  of  corporations  to  put  the  militia  in  immediate  condition  for 
fervice,  requiring  them  at  the  fame  time  llridlly  to  execute  the  lazes  againfi 
Papifts.  The  refolutions  of  the  commons  at  a time  when  Catholic  loyalty 
was  eminently  meritorious,  befpoke  the  marked  oppreffion  under  which  that 
body  was  doomed  to  pine.  Firll,  it  was  refolved,  nemine  contradicente, 


* Sniol,  Hift.  p.  26s. 

f This  is  affirmed  by  Swift,  who  fays,  in  his  Prejbi/ferian’s  Plea  of  Merit,  “ I do  not  conceive 
why  a funk  difearded  party,  who  neither  expedt  or  defire  any  thing  more  than  a quiet  life, 
‘‘  ffiould,  under  the  names  of  High  Flyers,  Jacobites,  and  many  other  vile  appellations,  be  charged 
fo  often  in  print  and  at  common  tables  with  endeavouring  to  introduce  Popery  and  the  Pre- 
“ tender ; while  the  Papifts  abhor  them  above  all  other  men,  on  account  of  feverities  againfi:  their 
priefis  in  her  late  majefiy’s  reign  j when  the  now  dijbanded  reprobate  party  was  in  power.  This 
“ I was  convinced  of  fome  years  ago  by  a long  journey  into  the  Southern  parts,  where  I had  the 
“ curiofity  to  fend  for  many  priefis  of  the  parillies  I palfed  ffirough  j and  to  my  great  fatisfadlion 
found  them  every  where  abounding  in  profeflion  of  loyalty  to  the  late  King  George  ■,  for  which 
" they  gave  me  the  reafons  above  mentioned : at  the  fame  time  complaining  bitterly  of  the  hard- 
“ Ihips  they  fuffered  under  the  queen’s  late  minifiry.”  I cannot  take  leave  of  Swift,  without  re- 
minding the  reader,  that  if  ever  a true  Irifli  patriot  exified,  he  was  the  man.  He  is  often  calum- 
niated by  the  Whig  writers;  but  no  man  ever  delivered  more  confiitutional  fentiments  than  thofe, 
which  he  pwbliffied  with  refpedt  to  government.  In  juftice  to  the  author,  and  in  order  that  their 
excellent  tendency  may  operate  more  extenfively  upon  his  countrymen,  I have  fubjoined  them  to 
the  Appendix,  No.  LV. 

+ 3 Journ,  Commons,  p.  Cs. 
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“ *That  it  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  all  magiftrates  to  put  the  laws  in 
immediate  execution  againft  all  Popilh  priefts,  who  tliall  officiate  con- 
“ trary  to  law,  and  that  fuch  magiftrates  who  negle6l  the  fame,  be  looked 
“ xx^ow  as  enemies  to  the  conjiitution.'’'  Next  it  was,  in  like  manner,  re- 
folved,  t “ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  their  excellencies  the 
“ lords  juftices,  that  they  will  be  pleafed  to  iffiie  a proclamation,  promifmg 
“ a reward  to  fuch  who  lhall  difeover  any  perfon  who  is  enlifted,  or  flmll 
“ hereafter  enlift  in  his  majefty’s  fervice,  to  be  a Papift,  in  order  to  their 
‘‘  being  turned  out,  and  puniflied  with  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the  law.” 
VcLin  is  it  to  urge,  that  a common  fenfe  of  danger  and  impartial  juftice  dic- 
tated thefe  refolutions.  It  can  hardly  be  credited,  but  not  at  all  accounted 
for,  upon  what  grounds  that  monftrous  partiality  of  the  Irifti  government 
and  parliament  was  manifefted  at  this  period,  in  favor  of  the  Proteftant 
Diflenters,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Catholics.  If  at  this  diftance  of  time, 
when  the  prejudices  of  bigotry  and  fanaticifm  have  worn  themfelves  out 
of  repute  and  credit,^:  Ave  may  Avithout  injury  attribute  elfefts  to  their  real 

caufes, 


3 Journ.  Commons,  p.  CO. 
t Ibid.  p.  74. 

t Every  thing  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann,  as  well  as  in  the  beginning  of  that 
• of  her  immediate  fucceflbr,  was  carried  on  in  the  extreme  of  party  violence.  Towards  the  clofe 
of  the  year  17 14,  an  anonymous  publication  appeared,  written  in  a very  temperate  ftile,  but  Hating 
fa£ts  relating  to  the  late  parliament,  and  particularly  to  the  attack  upon  Chancellor  Phipps : and  one 
of  the  firft  refolutions  of  the  commons  in  1715,  was,  that  a book,  intituled,  A long  Ilijtory  of  a 
fhort  ScJJlon  of  Parliament  in  a certain  Kingdom,  was  a falfe,  fcandalous,  and  malicious  libel, 
highly  reflefting  upon  the  proceedings  and  honour  of  the  late  Houfe  of  Commons  j and  they 
addrefled  the  lords  juftices  for  ifluing  a proclamation  for  giving  a rew^ard  to  any  perfon  who  flrould 
difeover  the  author.  (3  Journ.  Com.  p.  Cs.)  The  book  was  a plain  narrative  of  public  fads,  in- 
terfperfed  with  fome  obfervations : one  of  which,  upon  a part  of  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury’s  fpeech, 
is  too  relevant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Irifli  government,  and  particularly  of  the  I rilh  Whig  intereft  of 
that  day,  to  efcape  notice.  (Vide  the  book,  p.  14.)  The  firft  thing  we  meet  with  here,  worthy 
“ of  obfervation,  is  a remarkable  claufe  in  his  Grace’s  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  where,  after  he  has 
" told  ’em  of  his  firft  refolution  to  difeharge  the  great  truft  committed  to  him  with  zeal  for  her 
raajefty’s  fervice  and  their  intereft,  he  adds,  that  he  muft  therefore  carnefhj  recommend  it  to  'em, 
that  as  the  Protejlants  of  Ireland  are  united  in  one  common  intereft,  they  might  all  agree  in  the 
fame  means  of  promoting  it.  I mention  this  claufe,  becaufe  though  without  queftion  it  was  well 
“ intended  by  his  Grace  5 who  meant  no  more,  than  that  they  fhould  fecure  themfelves  againft 
“■  the  Papijts,  who  are  tire  common  enemy  5 yet  the  faftion  laid  great  ftrefs  upon  itj  the  Protefant 
intereft  being  an  expreffion  in  great  efleem  amongft  them,  to  fignify  fometimes  an  intereft  diflindt 
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caufes,  it  will  greatly  confirm  a former  obfervation,  that  the  party  then 
called  the  Whig  party,  in  Ireland,  pofleffed  little  of  the  conftitutional  prin- 
ciples of  the  Englifii  Whigs;  but  being  the  immediate  defcendants  of  the 
antibafilican  party  of  1048,  were  ftill  ftrongly  tin6lured  with  the  leaven  of 
their  anceftors.  The  then  recent  ftatute  of  Queen  Ann,  which  impofed 
fuch  a mafs  of  rigor  upon  the  Catholics,  required  the  facramental  tell  from 
every  officer  civil  or  military,  from  all  perfons  having  fee  or  falary  belong- 
ing to  any  office  by  patent  or  grant,  or  having  any  command  or  place  of 
trufi;  under  the  crown : and  fingular  truly  was  the  moment  fele6ted  for  pub- 
lifiiing  that  Democratic  difpenfation  of  that  law,  which  we  find  in  the 
following  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  viz.  * “ That  fuch  of  his 
majefly’s  Proteftant  dilfenting  fubjects  of  this  kingdom  as  have  taken 
‘‘  commiffions  in  the  militia,  or  a6ted  in  the  commiffion  of  the  array,  have 
“ hereby  done  a feafonable  fervice  to  his  majefty’s  royal  perfon  and  go- 
“ vernment,  and  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  this  kingdom.  Refolded,  that 
“ any  perfon  who  fliall  commence  a profecution  againft  a Diflenter,  who  has 
“ accepted,  or  who  lliall  accept  of  a commiffion  in  the  array  or  militia,  is 
“ an  enemy  to  King  George  and  the  Proteftant  intereft,  and  a friend  to 
“ the  Pretender.”  This  marked  partiality  in  favor  of  the  Irifii  Diflenters, 
whilft  an  army  of  Scottiffi  Prefbyterians  was  in  open  rebellion  in  favor  of 
the  Pretender,  cannot  be  laid  to  the  account  of  liberality  or  general  tolera- 

" from,  and  contrary  to,  oi  ihe.  cJlahUJlted  church ; but  ufed  to  leflen  the  regard 

“ men  ought  to  have  for  that  excellent  Communion,  by  putting  all  denominations  of  Proteftant* 
“ without  diftinftion  upon  a level;  they  know  very  well  that  Atheifls,  Deijls,  Socinians,  and  6'ec- 
“ tarijls  of  all  forts,  go  under  the  name  of  Profejlanfs  : and  thofe  with  the  truly  orthodox  of  the 
“■  eftabliflied  church  make  up  the  Protejlant  iniercjl  of  that  kingdom : but  then  furely  ’tis  not 
“ one  intereft,  but  rather  a comprehenfton  of  interefts  diametrically  oppoftte;  of  interefts  as  difterent 
from  one  another,  as  a rational  and  Chriftian  communion  from  an  unreafonable  and  ftoful/c/^Z/'w; 
" as  faith  and  infidelity ; religion  and  irreligion;  loyalty  and  failion : and  therefore  when  a cer- 
tarn  fet  of  men  proclaim  their  zeal  for  the  Protejlant  iniercjl,  no  wonder  they  find  it  eafy  to 
” diftinguifh  and  oppofe  them  to  one  another.”  One  naturally  here  reflects,  with  Mr.  Burke 
{Let.  to  Lang,  p.29),  ” that  it  was  not  fettled  at  the  Revolution,  that  the  ftate  fliould  be  Proteftant 
*■'  in  the  latitude  of  the  term,  but  in  a defined  and  limited  fenfe  only;  and  that  in  that  fenfe  only  the 
king  is  fworn  to  maintain  it.  And  that  the  religion  which  the  king  is  bound  to  maintain  has 
"■  a pofitive  part  in  it,  as  well  as  a negative ; and  that  the  pofitive  part  of  it  is  the  mofl  valuable 
''  and  eftenlial.”  And  he  adds,  “ that  a man  is  certainly  the  moft  perfed  Proteftant  and  the  molt 
''  perfect  DilTentcr,  who  protefts  againft  and  diflents  from  the  whole  Chriftian  religion,” 

* 3 Journ.  Commons,  p.  lOO, 
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tion,  for  that  very  parliament  of  1715,  paifed  an  a6l  to  reftrain  Papifts  from 
being  liigh  or  petty  conftables,  although  a fingle  arm  had  not  been  riiifed 
by  a Catholic  in  Ireland  in  fupport  of  the  Pretender,  and  every  nerve  of 
government  was  ftrained  to  enforce  the  rigorous  execution  of  all  the  penal 
laws  againft  them.  The  confequence  was  a general  and  moft  rigid  perfecu- 
tion  againft  the  Catholics  for  the  mere  exercife  of  their  religion ; their  priefts 
Avere  dragged  from  their  concealment,  many  were  taken  from  the  altars 
whilft  performing  divine  fervice,  expofed  in  their  veftments  to  the  derifion  of 
the  foldiery,  then  committed  to  goal,  and  afterwards  banilhed  the  kingdom. 
The  lords  juftices  granted  orders  for  apprehending  the  Earls  of  Antrim  and 
Weftmeath,  the  Lords  Netterville,  Cahir,  and  Dillon,  and  moft  of  the  princi- 
pal Catholic  landholders  as  perfons  fufpeifted  of  difaftedion  to  his  majefty^s 
government. 

Although  it  had  noAv  for  fome  time  been  ihe  fettled,  though  fatal  policy 
of  the  Anglo-Hybernian  government  to  play  off  the  Diftenters  and  Catholics* 
againft  each  other,  yet  we  have  before  feen,  that  thefe  Machiavelian  ma- 
noeuvres Avere  generally  confined  to  fuch  objedts  of  internal  regulation,  as 
in  no  manner  affected  the  national  rights  of  Ireland  or  its  independence 
upon  Great  Britain.  It  has  indeed  been  at  all  times  a juft,  though  melan- 
choly remark  Avfith  reference  to  Ireland,  that  the  true  conftitutional  Whig 
principles  haA'e  never  been  brought  fairly  to  bear  upon  that  kingdom;  as  if 
Ireland  had  been  admitted  to  our  conftitution  for  no  other  purpofe,  than 
that  of  confirming  its  exiftencc  by  Avay  of  exception  from  its  praftice  and 
jmrticipation;  a deadly  Avound,  but  CA’er  infeparablef  from  that  ftate  of 
nominal  independence  which  Ireland  Avas  permitted  to  enjoy  previous  to  its 
Union  Avith  Great  Britain.  In  the  year  1719,  a private  caufe  gave  rife 
to  a moft  important  trait  in  the  Irifii  hiftory  illuftrative  of  the  principles 
and  fa6ts,  Avhich  have  prominently  contributed  to  the  union  of  the  tAVO  king- 
doms. 

A caufe  relative  to  an  eftate  betAvixt  Hefter  Sherlock  and  Maurice  Annefly 
Avas  tried  before  the  court  of  Exchequer,  in  Ireland.  The  latter  obtained 

* Thus,  as  we  before  remarked,  did  the  Earl  of  Wharton  with  fair  and  falfe  promifes  cajole  the 
Diflenters,  out  of  hatred  to  the  Papifts,  to  content  to  their  own  puniflmient  by  the  Sacramental  Teft: 
thus  did  the  adminiftration  in  this  critical  juncture  prevent  any  coalition  between  the  Diflenters  and 
Catholics,  by  rivetting  their  dlfunion  by  the  enviable  extremes  of  indulgence  and  feverity. 

4 Hicrcbat  latcri  lethalis  arunclo. 
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a decree  which,  upon  appeal,  was  reverfecl  the  lords.  From  their  fen- 
tence  Annelly  appealed  to  the  Englifli  peers,  by  Avhom  the  judgment  given 
in  his  favor  by  the  court  of  Exchequer  Avas  confirmed ; and  an  order  iffued 
to  put  him  in  polfeffion  of  the  difputed  eftate.  Againft  this  determination, 
Sherlock  petitioned  the  Irifii  Houfe  of  Lords.  In  this  affair,  the  dignity 
of  the  peers  and  the  privileges  of  the  nation  Avere  deeply  involved.  The 
firft  ftep  the  lords  took,  Avas  to  propofe  to  the  confideration  of  the  judges, 
Avhether  by  the  laAvs  of  the  land  an  appeal  lay  from  a decree  of  the  court 
of  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  to  the  king  in  parliament  in  Great  Britain?  This 
queftion  they  determined  in  the  negative.  The  peers  then  refolved,  that 
they  Avould  fupport  their  honor,  jurifdidlion,  and  privileges,  by  giving  the 
petitioner  Hefter  Sherlock  effe<5lual  relief,  purfuant  to  a former  order. 
NotAvithftanding  Avhich,  a petition  Avas  afterA\^ards  prefented  to  the  houfe, 
by  Alexander  BurroAves,  fheriff  of  Kildare,  fetting  forth,  that  his  predeceflbr 
in  office  had  put  Hefter  Sherlock  in  pofleflion  of  the  premifes : that  upon 
his  entering  into  office,  an  injun6lion  agreeably  to  an  order  of  the  Englifii 
peers,  iffued  from  the  Exchequer,  commanding  him  to  reftore  Maurice  An- 
nefly  to  the  poffeffion  of  the  above-mentioned  lands : that  not  daring  to  a61; 
in  contradi6lion  to  the  order  of  the  houfe  he  Avas  fined : that,  in  confequence 
of  this,  being  afraid  left  he  fhould  be  taken  into  cuftody,  he  durft  not  ven- 
ture to  come  in  to  pafs  his  accounts,  for  Avhich  he  was  fined  twelve  hundred 
pounds.  LTpon  Avhich  the  lords  refolved,  “ that  Alexander  BurroAves,  Efq. 

“ in  not  obeying  the  injunction  iffued  from  his  majefty’s  court  of  Exchequer 
“ in  the  caufe  betAveen  Annefly  and  Sherlock  had  behaved  himfelf  with 
“ integrity  and  courage,  and  Avfith  due  refpeCt  to  the  orders  and  refolutions 
“ of  the  houfe.  That  the  fines  impofed  upon  him  be  taken  off : that  the 
barons  of  the  Exchequer,  viz.  Jeffrey  Gilbert,  Efq.  John  Pocklington, 

“ Efq.  and  Sir  John  St.  Leger,  had  aCted  in  violation  of  the  orders  of  that 
“ houfe,  in  diminution  of  the  king’s  prerogative,  as  alfo  of  the  rights  and  - 
“ privileges  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  and  the  parliament  thereof.”  Orders 
then  palled  the  houfe,  that  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer  for  this  offence 
fliould  be  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Black  Rod,  AAdiich  Avere  accordingly 
executed.  In  vindication  of  thefe  meafures  and  of  the  rights  of  the  nation, 
they  afterAvards  dreAV  up  a rcprefentation  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  in 
which  they  reprefented ; that  by  many  ancient  records  and  fundry  aCls  of 
parliament,  it  appeared,  that  the  kings  and  principal  men  of  Ireland  did 
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without  conipullion  fubinit  to  Henry  II.  as  their  liege  lord,  who  at  the  defirc 
of  the  Irhh,  ordained  that  the  laws  of  England  fhould  be  of  force  and  ob- 
fcrved  in  that  kingdom.  That  by  this  agreement  the  Irifli  obtained  the 
benefit  of  Englilh  law,  Muth  many  other  privileges,  particularly  that  of 
having  a diftinft  parliament,  in  which  weighty  and  important  matters  re- 
lating to  the  kingdom  were  to  be  treated,  difcufled,  and  determined.  That 
this  conccffion  and  compadl,  ratified  by  fucceeding  kings,  encouraged  the 
Englilh  to  come  over  and  fettle  in  Ireland;  where  they  were  to  enjoy  the 
fame  lav'S,  the  fame  liberties,  and  a conllitution  fimilar  to  that  of  England. 
That  by  this  conftitution  and  thefe  privileges,  his  majefty’s  fubjedts  had 
been  enabled  to  difcharge  their  duty  faithfully  to  the  crown;  that  therefore 
they  infifled  upon  them,  and  hoped  to  have  them  preferved  inviolable. 
That  though  the  imperial  crown  of  that  realm  were  annexed  to  that  of 
Great  Britain,  yet  being  a diftindl  dominion,  and  being  no  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  England,  none  could  determine  with  refpe6t  to  the  affairs  of  it,  but 
fuch  as  were  authorized  by  its  known  laws  and  cufloms,  or  the  exprefs  con- 
fent  of  the  king : that  it  was  an  invafion  of  his  majefly’s  prerogative,  and 
a grievance  to  his  Irifli  fubje6fs,  for  any  court  of  judicature  to  take  upon 
them  to  deelare,  that  he  could  not  by  his  authority  in  parliament,  determine 
all  controverfies  betwixt  his  fubjedls  of  that  kingdom ; or  that  when  they 
appealed  to  his  majefiy  in  parliament  in  Ireland,  they  did  not  bring  their 
caufe  before  a competent  judicature:  that  in  relation  to  the  removal  of 
caufes  by  appeal  from  that  kingdom,  the  Irifli  judges  being  fometimes 
ignorant  of  the  common  law  of  England,  which  was  the  rule  of  their  deci- 
fions,  did  apply  to  his  majefty  for  information,  v'hich  he  gave  them  by  the 
adviee  and  Avith  the  affiftanee  of  the  juftices  of  the  King’s  Bench,  who  in  an- 
cient times  conflantly  attended  his  perfon.  That  Avhen  the  King’s  Bench 
came  to  he  fixed,  appeals  Avere  made  to  it,  though  the  king  AiTre  not  perfon- 
ally  prefent.  That  from  hence  it  could  not  be  inferred  upon  any  ground,  that 
appeals  from  the  parliament  of  Ireland  might  be  brought  before  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  in  EnglaiuL  They  reprefented,  that  but  tAVO  inftances  had  ever  oc- 
curred, of  appeals  from  the  Irifli  court  of  chancery  to  the  Englifh  peers,  prior 
to  the  revolution,  and  two  inftances  fubfequent  to  it,  until  the  year  feven- 
teen  hundred  and  three,  none  of  Avhich  ought  to  affe6t  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
Irifli  lords;  as  by  the  principles  and  the  nature  of  their  conftitution,  Avhat- 
C'ver  judicial  poAVTis  AA'cre  lodged  in  the  Britifli  parliament,  Avith  rcfpeft  to 
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Great  Britain  and  its  inferior  courts,  the  fame  muit  likewife  be  veiled  in  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  with  refpecl  to  that  kingdom  and  its  inferior  courts. 
That  therefore  in  the  year  feventeen  hundred  and  three,  upon  a complaint 
of  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  IMeath,  that  during  the  interval  of  parliament, 
an  order  of  the  Englilh  peers  had  difpolfelfed  them  of  certain  lands,  vdiich 
had  been  decreed  them  here;  the  Irilli  parliament  reftored  them  effe6lually, 
to  the  undillurbed  polfeffion  of  them.  That  there  was  juft  reafon  to  con- 
clude, they  would  have  a6led  the  fame  part,  refpebling  the  appeal  of  the 
Billiop  of  Derry,  had  he  not  been  removed,  and  a compofition  made  by  his 
fucceflbr  with  the  London  fociety  prevented  it.  Then  they  ftated  the 
appeal  of  IMaurice  Annelly  from  their  judgment,  with  all  the  particulars  of 
the  interference  of  the  Englilli  lords  in  that  caufe  injurious  to  their  privi- 
leges ; the  pernicious  confequences  of  this  ufurped  jurifdi6lion  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  peers  were  next  pointed  out;  and  they  obferved  to  his  majefty,  that  it 
was  the  right  and  the  happinefs  of  his  fubje6ls  in  that  kingdom  as  well  as 
of  thofe  in  Britain,  that  by  their  refpeftive  conftitutions,  juftice  was  adminif- 
tered  to  them  Avithout  much  trouble  or  expence,  in  the  kingdom  to  which 
they  belonged ; but  if  his  majefty  Avere  deprived  of  the  poA\^er  of  finally 
determining  caufes  in  his  court  of  parliament  in  Ireland,  thofe  Avho  Avere 
unable  to  folloAV  them  to  Britain,  muft  fubmit  to  Avhatever  Avrongs  they 
might  fufifer  from  the  more  rich  and  poAverful.  That  if  all  judgments  made 
in  his  majefty’s  higheft  court  Avithin  that  kingdom,  Avere  fubjeft  to  be  re- 
verfed  by  the  lords  in  Great  Britain,  the  liberty  and  property  of  all  his 
fubjedls  of  Ireland,  muft  thereby  become  finally  dependent  on  the  Britifli 
peers,  to  the  great  diminution  of  that  dependence,  Avhich  by  laAV  they  ought 
ahvays  to  have  on  the  Englilh  croAvn.  That  if  the  interference  of  the 
Englilli  lords  in  receiving  appeals  from  Ireland  lliould  be  recognized  and 
fupported,  it  Avould  take  aAvay  the  poAver  from  his  majefty  of  determining 
caufes  in  his  parliament  of  that  country,  and  confine  it  entirely  to  the  par- 
liament of  Britain.  That  the  Av^rits  for  fummoning  the  lords  and  commons 
in  both  countries  being  the  fame,  they  muft  in  each  kingdom  be  polfefted 
of  equal  poAvers,  or  elfe  the  peerage  of  their  nation  Avould  be  little  more  than 
an  empty  title;  and  the  commons  ftand  for  CA'^er  depriA-cd  of  the  privilege 
of  impeaching  in  parliament,  Avhich  right  could  not  poflibly  be  maintained, 
if  there  Avere  not  Avithin  the  realm  a parliamentary  judicature.  That  if  the 
poAA^er  of  judicature  could  by  a vote  of  the  Britilli  lords  be  taken  aAvay 
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from  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  no  reafon  could  be  given  why  the  fame  lords 
might  not  in  the  fame  manner  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  their  whole 
confhtution.  That  the  lords  of  Great  Britain  had  not  in  themfelves  any 
way,  either  by  law  or  cuflom,  of  executing  their  decrees  in  Ireland.  That 
this  could  only  be  accompliflied  by  an  extraordinary  exertion  of  royal 
power,  Avhich  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  liberties  of  the  Irilh  nation. 
And  in  conclufion,  they  informed  his  majefty,  that  to  prevent  the  appellant 
Efther  Sherlock,  from  making  farther  application  to  the  Irifh  parliament, 
his  deputy  receiver  had  paid  her  the  fum  of  above  eighteen  hundred  pounds, 
which  to  the  prejudice  of  his  majefty 's  fuhje6ts,  he  expedted  Avould  he  re- 
funded by  government.  That  thefe  proceedings  of  the  Englifli  lords  had 
greatly  embaraffed  his  parliament  of  Ireland,  difgufted  the  generality  of  his 
loyal  fubjefts,  and  mufl  of  neceffity  expofe  all  flieriffs  and  officers  of  juftice 
to  the  greateft  hardfliips  by  fuch  interference  of  different  jurifdicfions. 
They  hoped  that  all  thefe  things  being  duly  confidered,  his  majefty  would 
jultify  the  Reps  they  had  taken,  for  fupporting  his  prerogative,  and  the 
juft  rights  and  liberties  of  themfelves  and  their  fellow  fubjects. 

The  reprefentation  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  Ireland, 
concerning  appeals  being  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty,  purfuaut  to  an  addrefs 
for  that  purpofe,  they  were  laid  before  the  Britiffi  Houfe  of  Lords  and  read  : 
upon  which  inftead  of  departing  from  the  mode  of  conduct  they  had  adopted 
with  refpe6t  to  Ireland,  they  refolved,  that  the  barons  of  the  court  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Ireland,  in  their  proceedings  in  the  caufe  between  Annejly  and 
Sherlocjc,  in  obedience  to  their  orders,  had  a6led  vdth  courage  according  to 
law,  in  fupport  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative,  and  v'ith  fidelity  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain;  and  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
to  confer  on  them  fome  mark  of  his  royal  favor,  as  a recompence  for 
the  injuries  they  had  received,  by  being  unjuftly  cenfured,  and  illegally 
imprifoned  for  doing  their  duty.* 

The  Duke  of  Leeds  alone  entered  a proteft  againft  thefe  refolutions  :t  the 
lords  ordered  a bill  to  he  brought  in,  for  the  better  fecuring  the  dependency 
of  Ireland,  upon  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  which:]:  afterwards  paffed  into 

a 


* Jeffrey  Gilbert,  Efq.  was  made  a baron  of  tlie  Exchequer  in  England,  May  24th,  1722,  and 
lord  chiefbaron  of  that  court,  June  iff,  1725. 

f This  proteft  being  very  pointed  and  interefting,  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LVI. 

+ The  bill  being  thort,  and  arifing  fo  immediately  out  of  the  particular  fadts  alluded  to,  it  is  here 
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a laM'.  When  the  bill  had  been  read  a fecond  time  in  the  Honfe  of  Com- 
mons, upon  the  motion  for  committing  it  to  a committee  of  the  Avhole 
honfe,  a warm  debate  enfued.  IMr,  Pitt  fpoke  againft  the  bill,  faying,  “ It 
“ feemed  calculated  for  no  other  purpofe,  than  to  encreafe  the  power  of  the 
Brithli  Houfe  of  Peers,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  already  but  too  great.'’ 
He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Walter  Plummer,  who  excepted  againft  the  preamble 
of  the  bill,  as  incoherent  with  the  enadting  part,  which  was  partly  owned  by 
Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  who  in  the  main,  fpoke  for  the  bill.  Mr.  Hungerford, 
on  the  contrary  ftde,  endeavoured  to  tliew,  that  Ireland  was  ever  independent 
with  refpedt  to  courts  of  judicature : and  he  was  fupported  by  the  Lord 
Molefworth,  Lord  Tyrconnel,  and  fome  other  members.  But  IMr.  Phillip 
Yorke  having  backed  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  and  the  queftion  being  put  upon 
the  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  140  againt  83.* 

About  this  time  a frelli  attempt  was  made  in  favor  of  the  Pretender  by 
the  intrigues  of  the  Cardinal  Alberoni.  An  armament  of  twelve  fliips  of  the 
line,  and  feveral  tranfports,  was  equipped,  having  on  board  600O  regular 
troops,  and  arms  for  12000  men.  The  command  of  this  fleet  Avas  committed 

annexed  by  way  of  hiftorical  illuftration  : 5 Geo.  c.  v.  An  Afl  for  better  fccuring  the  Dependency 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Wliereas  attempts  have  been  lately  made,  to  lliake  off  the  fubjedion  of  Ireland  unto,  and  depen- 
dence upon  tlie  imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  which  will  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  And  whereas  the  lords  of  Ireland,  in  order  thereto,  have  of  late,  againft  law, 
alTumed  to  themfelves  a power  and  jurifdidtion  to  examine,  corred,  and  amend  the  judgments  and 
decrees  of  the  courts  of  juftice  in  tire  kingdom  of  Ireland,  therefore,  for  the  better  fccuring  of  the 
dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  may  it  pleafe  yoirr  majefty,  that  it  may  be 
enaded,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  enaded,  by  the  king’s  moft  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  faid  kingdom  of  Ireland  hath  been,  is, 
and  of  right  ought  to  be  fubordinate  unto,  and  dependent  upon  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
as  being  infeparably  united  and  annexed  thereunto;  and  that  the  king’s  majefiy,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  parliament 
aflembled,  had,  hath,  and  of  right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  authority  to  make  laws  and  ftatutes, 
of  fufficient  force,  and  validity,  to  bind  the  people  and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  And  be  it  further 
cna6ted  and  declared,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  Houfe  pf  Lords  of  Ireland  have  not,  nor 
of  right  ought  to  have  any  jurifdidtion  to  judge  of,  affirm  or  reverfe  any  judgment,  fentence  or 
decree,  given  or  made  in  any  court  within  the  faid  kingdom;  and  that  all  proceedings  before  the  faid 
Houfe  of  Lords,  upon  any  fuch  judgment,  fentence,  or  deeree,  are,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
utterly  null  and  void,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever.” 

* Debates  in  the  Commons,  1 vol.  p.  ai3. 
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to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  title  of  captain  general  of  his  Catholic 
majefty.  He  was  provided  with  declarations  in  the  name  of  the  Spanifli 
monarch,  importing,  that  for  many  good  reafons  he  had  fent  part  of  his  land 
and  fea  forces  into  England  and  Scotland  to  a61;  as  auxiliaries  to  King  James. 
The  Duke  of  Ormond  failed  from  Cadiz  and  had  proceeded  as  far  as  Cape 
Finiftcrre,  when  the  fleet  was  overtaken  and  difperfed  by  a ftorm,  which 
entirely  defeated  the  intended  expedition.  In  juftice  to  the  unfliaken 
loyalty  of  Ireland,  it  fliould  be  recollefted ; that  at  this  time  the  tenantry 
on  the  Ormond  property,  was  the  mofl;  numerous  in  Ireland,  the  bulk  of  the 
nation  was  of  the  fame  religion  as  the  pretender,  Ireland  lay  more  contiguous 
to  Spain  than  Great  Britain,  and  was  lefs  provided  for  defence  againfl:  inva- 
fion.  Yet  fo  flernly  loyal  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover  were  the  Irifli  Catholics, 
even  at  this  early  period  after  the  acceffion  of  the  prefent  illuftrious  family  to 
the  throne,  that  not  even  the  intriguing  Alberoni,  the  Spanifli  monarch,  the 
Catholic  pretender,  or  his  enthufiaftic  and  then  defperate  fupporter  Ormond, 
dared  even  to  attempt  to  feduce  them  from  their  allegiance  and  civil  duty. 

The  ftatutes  and  parliamentary  records  fliew  the  impartial  and  conciliatory 
principle,  upon  which  the  Irifli  government  conduced  themfelves  towards 
the  bulk  of  the  Irifli  people,  in  return  for  their  unfliaken  loyalty  to  the 
houfe  of  Brunfwick.  In  the  year  1719,  the  parliament  patfed  an  A61;  for 
Exempting  the  Proteftant  Diffenters  of  that  Kingdom  from  certain  penalties, 
to  which  they  were  (in  common  with  the  Catholics)  then  fubje61;.*  And 
the  preamble  of  the  a6l  mofl:  truly  and  liberally  as  far  as  it  went,  and  poli- 
tically fet  forth,  that  “ the  granting  fonie  eafe  and  indulgence  to  the 
“ Proteflant  Diffenters  in  the  exercife  of  religion,  may  be  an  effedual  means 
“ to  unite  his  majefly’s  Proteflant  fubje6ls  in  interefl  and  affedion.”  This 
defirable  obje6l  ought  certainly  not  to  have  been  confined  to  his  majefty  s 
Protejiant  fubjefts : and  fo  indeed  thought  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Bolton, 
who  in  his  fpeech  on  the  day  that  the  bill  paffed,  fallified  the  words  of  that 
ftatute,  in  order  to  take  off  the  fling,!  which  this  grofs  and  unmerited  par- 
tiality 


* 6th  Geo.  c.  V. 

t The  lieutenant’s  fpeech  was  made  on  the  2nd  of  November,  1719-  And  on  the  lOth  of  the 
preceding  Auguft,  the  jealoufy  of  the  Catholics  at  the  favor  fliewn  to  the  Dilfenters,  was  very  much 
encreafed  by  the  anfwer  of  his  majefty  to  the  addrefs  of  the  commons  in  favor  of  the  Diflenters, 
a Jottrn.  Com.f.  216.  “ His  majefty  is  glad  to  find  them  (his  faithful  commons)  fenfible  of  the 
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tiality  for  the  few  to  the  exclufion  of  the  many  iieceflaiily  carried  with  it, 
“ The  advanced  feafon  of  the  year  makes  it  proper  to  put  an  end  to  this 
“ felTion,  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  to  take  care  of  the  public  peace 
“ in  your  feveral  counties,  and  to  keep  a vigilant  eye  over  thofe,  who  may 
“ have  a defire  to  difturb  it;  but  of  this  you  will  have  lefs  occafion  to  be 
“ apprehenfive,  if  you  fliall  ufe  your  endeavours  to  cultivate  that,  which 
“ will  be  your  bell  fecurity  againft  all  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies,  and 
“ which  for  that  reafon  I mull  in  a fpecial  manner,  recommend  to  you  in 
“ the  words  of  one  of  thofe  excellent  bills  palfed  this  day,  I mean,  an  union 
*■’‘111  intereft  and  affection  amongst  all  his  mojejty's  fuhj eels d'  Unfortunately 
for  the  people  of  Ireland  the  words  of  the  ftatute  were  operative  and  lading : 
thofe  of  the  lord  lieutenant  infidious,  falfe,  and  tranfient : but  the  fpeech 
of  the  lieutenant  acquired  inftant  circulation:  the  people  read,  what  they 
never  experienced : and  they  fmarted  under  what  they  never  read.  When 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  clofed  the  next  feffion  of  parliament,  in  the  fame  fpirit 
of  harflmefs  and  miftruft  towards  a people,  which  had  evinced  fuch  eminent 
deadinefs  to  the  new  family  on  the  throne,  he  told  them  ;*  “ I perfuade 
“ myfelf  that  the  fame  principles,  which  have  influenced  your  a6i;ions  in 
“ parliament,  will  excite  you  to  put  the  laws  in  execution,  when  you  return 
“ to  your  feveral  counties.  I think  it  incumbent  upon  me,  particularly 
“ to  recommend  it  to  you,  to  keep  a watchful  eye  over  the  Papids,  fince  I 
“ have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  number  of  Popifli  prieds  is  daily  encreafmg 
“ in  this  kingdom,  and  already  far  exceeds  what  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
“ law  is  allowed.’’  Neither  the  auderity  of  government  towards  the  Ca- 
tholics, nor  its  invidious  prediledtion  and  indulgence  to  the  Diflenters,  nor 
the  lapfe  of  time,  nor  any  intermediate  circumdance,  that  threatened  danger 
to  the  edablifliment,  could  relax  the  fervor  or  fliake  the  deadinefs  of  their 

“ danger  of  the  Eftabliflied  Church  of  Ireland,  from  the  great  number  of  Papifts  and  other  dif- 
“ affe&ed  perfons,  hoping  this  confideration  will  incline  them  to  enter  upon  fuch  methods  as  may 
“ make  the  Proteftant  Diflenters  not  only  more  eafy,  but  alfo  more  ufeful  to  the  fupport  of  the 
conflitution  both  in  church  and  ftate,  and  will  prove  a great  addition  of  tlrength  to  the  Proteftant 
“ intereft."  It  would  certainly  have  been  more  politic,  and  fully  as  decent,  had  his  majefty’s 
fervants  recommended  an  attention  to  the  general  intereft  of  Ireland,  in  lieu  of  an  exclufive  atten- 
tion to  the  Vrotfjlant  intereft,  which  formally  flmt  out  the  interefts  of  three  fourths  of  the  people. 
His  prefent  majefty  was  the  firft  Englifli  monarch  who  took  a fliare  in  the  interefts  of  the  whole 
people  of  Ireland. 

* 3 Journ.  Com.  p.  314, 
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loyalty  and  zeal  for  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  The  fame  noble  duke  in  opening 
the  feffion  in  1723,  rendered  to  the  Catliolics,  perhaps  an  inadvertent,  cer- 
tainly not  an  unimportant  eulogy,  upon  the  actual  confidence  placed  in  their 
loyalty  in  the  very  achme  of  alarm  and  danger.  The  traiterous  projects 
(faid  his  grace)  “ that  were  near  ripe  for  exeeiition  the  lalt  year,  made  it 
“ advlfable  to  call  for  fix  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland,  and  as  the  fcene 
“ of  blood  and  confufion,  that  was  then  opening  in  Great  Britain  muft  have 
foon  reached  this  country,  his  majefty  could  not  more  effeftually  lliew  his 
“ tender  regard  for  his  fuhje6ts,  than  by  ordering  that  feafonable  reinforce- 
“ ment  for  fecuring  peace  in  that  part  of  his  majefty’s  dominions.”  And 
it  is  fmgular,  that  in  the  very  fpeech,  Avhich  proved,  that  the  Catholics  were 
fo  little  lufpefted  of  difaffeftion  to  the  government,  as  to  make  it  advifable 
and  fafe,  to  fend  fix  regiments  from  Catholic  Ireland,  for  the  defence  of 
Proteftant  Britain,  his  grace  added,*'  “I  cannot  but  think  it  a matter  de- 
“ ferving  your  ferious  attention,  to  provide  fome  laws  for  the  further  ftrength^ 
“ ening  of  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  this  kingdom,  particularly  for  preventing 
“ more  efifeftually  the  eluding  of  thofe  in  being  againft  Popitli  priefts,  it 
“ being  too  notorious  that  the  number  of  fuch  is  of  late  greatly  encreafed.” 
Removed,  as  we  now  fortunately  are,  out  of  that  vortex  of  bigotry  and 
fanaticifm,  Avhich  had  the  peculiar  quality  of  rendering  thofe  who  moved 
in  it  infenfible  of  their  own  infeftion,  it  appears  difficult  to  believe,  that 
the  legiflature  of  any  nation  lliould  have  bufied  themfelves  in  fubtilities, 
inventions,  and  refolutions,  to  provoke,  criminate,  aggrieve,  and  puniffi 
the  great  mafs  of  the  people,  who  Avere  eminently  obfervant  of  all  their  ci\dl 
duties.  Such  Avere  the  refolutions  of  the  commons  in  1723,1  upon  Avhich 

leave 

* 3 Journ.  Com.  p.  3l4. 

t 3 Journ.  p.  346,  2nd  of  Oftober,  1723.  Dr.  Trotter  reported  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  moft  effedtual  means  to  prevent  the  fame,  that  they,  had  come  to  feveral  refolu- 
tions in  the  matter  to  them  referred,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  at  the 
table,  where  the  fame  were  again  read,  and  are  as  follow : 

ift  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  tliat  Popery  has  greatly  encreafed  within 
“ tliefe  few  years  in  this  kingdom,  occafioned  by  the  manynvays  found  out  and  praftifed  by  the 
Papills,  to  evade  the  feveral  laws  already  made  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  Popery. 

2nd  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  negledt  of  feveral  magiftrates 
and  officers  of  the  peace,  in  executing  the  laws  againft  Papifts,  has  greatly  contributed  to  the 
" growth  of  Popery. 
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leave  was  given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a bill  for  explaining  and  amending  the 
a6ls  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  Popery  and  for  ftrengthening  the 
Proteftant  intereft  in  that  kingdom.  Heads  of  a bill  were  accordingly  pre- 
pared with  all  the  inventive  acrimony,  Avhich  infuriated  fanaticifm  could 
devife:  and  one  blufhes  for  the  humanity  of  an  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons, 
which  in  fatiating  its  luft  for  perfecution,  adopted  unanimoufly  a claufe  in 
the  bill  for  caflrating  every  Catholic  clergyman  that  fliould  be  found  in 
the  realm.  The  bill  thus  furcharged  with  this  Gothic  barbarifm,  was  pre- 
fented  on  the  I5th  of  November,  1723,  to  the  lord  lieutenant  by  the  com- 
mons at  the  cafile,  and  they  moft  earneftly  requefted  his  grace  to  recommend 
the  fame  in  the  mof  efeBual  manner  to  his  majefy,  humbly  hoping  from 
his  majefty’s  goodnefs  and  his  grace’s  zeal  for  his  fervice  and  the  Proteftant 

Sd  Refolved,  That  it  is  tlie  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  recommending  of  perfons  con- 
“ verted  from  the  Popiih  religion,  by  which  they  may  be  put  too  early  into  the  commiifions  of 
peace,  is  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  this  kingdom. 

“■  4lh  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  it  is  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
Proteftant  intereft,  and  an  encouragement  to  Popery,  that  any  perfon  married  to  a Popifli  wife 
ftiould  bear  any  office  or  employment  under  his  majefty.  • 

5 th  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  tliat  no  perfon  who  is,  or  lhall  become 
“ a convert  from  the  Popifli  to  the  Proteftant  religion,  ought  to  be  capable  of  any  office  or  employ- 
ment  under  his  majefty,  unlefs  he  lhall  breed  up  all  his  children  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years  to  be 
of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  as  by  law  eftabliftied. 

6th  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  committee,  that  no  perfon  that  is,  or  fliall  be  con- 
“ verted  from  the  Popifli  to  the  Proteftant  religion,  be  capable  of  any  office  or  employment  under 
“ his  majefty,  or  praftife  as  a barrifter,  attorney,  or  folicitor,  for  the  fpace  of  feven  years  after  his 
“ converfion  j and  unlefs  he  brings  a certificate  of  having  received  the  facrament  thrice  in  every 
“■  year  during  the  fame  term. 

7th  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  no  perfon  who  is,  or  fliall  be  con- 
“ verted  from  the  Popifli  religion,  ought  to  be  deemed  or  taken  as  a Proteftant  in  any  refpeft  what- 
foever,  that  has  not  already,  or  fliall  not  within  a year  produce  a certificate  of  his  converfion  and 
“ enroll  the  fame. 

“ 8th  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  notwithftanding  the  laws  nowin 
“ being  againft  Popery,  the  number  of  Popifli  priefts  and  friars  has  of  late  years  encreafed  in  this 
“ kingdom,  to  the  danger  of  the  Proteftant  religion.” 

The  five  firft  refolutions  being  feverally  put,  the  fame  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  nemine  contra- 
dicente. 

And  the  fixth  refolution  being  put,  the  fame  was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  with  an  amendment. 

And  the  feventh  and  eighth  refolutions  being  feverally  put,  the  fame  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe 
nemine  contradiccnte. 
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intereft  of  that  kingdom,  the  fame  might  be  obtained  to  pafs  into  a laM\* 
It  was  tranfmitted  to  England,  and  for  the  honor  of  humanity,  there  fupprefled 
with  becoming  indignation.'!'  The  lord  lieutenant,  on  proroguing  the  par- 
liament, confolcd  them  for  the  lofs  of  their  favorite  bill,  by  attributing  its 
failure  to  their  having  brought  it  in  at  fo  advanced  a period  of  the  feffion: 
recommending  to  them  again  a more  vigorous  execution  of  the  penal  laws 
agaiuR  the  Catholics,  and  alluring  them  that  he  would  contribute  his  part 
towards  the  prevention  of  the  growing  evil  (of  Popery),  by  giving  proper 
diredlions,  that  henceforward  fuch  peifons  only  fliould  be  put  into  the  com- 
iniffion  of  the  peace,  as  had  diftinguillied  themfelves  by  their  fidelity  to 
his  majefiy,  and  by  their  fteady  adherence  to  the  Protefiant  intereft.  J 

Whilft  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  in  open  rebellion  againft  their  fove- 
rcign,  as  they  Avcre  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  whilft  they  were  making  head 
againft  Puritannical  regicides  in  the  days  and  in  fupport  of  the  unfortunate 
Charles,  whilft  they  were  fighting  under  the  banners  of  their  lawful  fovereign 
James  II.  who  certainly  had  not  abdicated  the  throne  of  Ireland,  they  v^ere 
upon  forae  principle  confidered  as  enemies;  but  as  from  the  treaty  of  Lime- 
rick to  the  acceflion  of  George  1.  they  were  guilty  of  no  adl  of  hoftility, 
it  became  the  ill  judged  and  unjuft  policy  of  future  governments,  to  retain 
the  appellation  of  common  enemy,  and  apply  it  to  tbe  great  mafs  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  for  a variety  of  purpofes,  which  appear  manifeft  to  the  unbiafted 
obferver,  and  unjuftifiable  to  every  perfon,  who  profefles  to  adopt  the  mild 
and  equitable  principles  of  our  conftitution.  A very  large  fiiare  of  the  po- 
litical power  and  influence  of  Ireland  had  been  retained  by  the  Oliverian 
party,  who,  with  ftrong  tindtures  of  their  original  fpirit,  had  adopted  the 
appellation  without  the  principles  of  the  wings,  and  were  thereby  enabled 
to  keep  up  their  political  confequence,  and  ufe  it  to  the  difeomfiture  of  their 
real  adverfaries,  whom  they  affedled  to  brand  and  rejoiced  in  perfecuting  as 
the  common  enemy:  the  tory  party,  which  confifted  chiefly  of  churchmen 

- * 2,  Journ.  Com.  p.  36C.  His  grace  returned  the  following  anfwer.  I have  fo  much  at  heart 

a matter,  which  I recommended  to  the  confideration  of  parliament  at  the  beginning  of  this  feffion, 
''  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  may  depend  upon  a due  regard  on  my  part  to  what  is  defired.” 

f Some  Iriffi  hiflorians  attribute  the  failure  of  this  bill  to  the  humane  interpofition  of  Cardinal 
Flcury  with  Mr.  Walpole.  Yet  furely  there  needed  no  Gallic  interference  for  the  damnation  of  a 
_ law  of  fuch  favage  turpitude. 

J 3 Journ.  Com.  p.ssg. 
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and  Catholics  though  united  upon  political,  yet  divided  upon  religious  prin- 
ciples: the  Proteftant  Tories  therefore  imagined  that  by  a femi-coalition  with 
the  Irifh  whigs,  who  then  Avere  chiefly  Diflenters,  they  fliould  the  more  readily 
keep  doAvn  thepoflibility  of  a Catholic  cifcendancy  \*  the  Englifli  intereft  kept 

alive 

* Although  party  political  writers  mull:  ever  be  read  with  caution  and  great  allowances,  yet 
writing  in  the  fpirit  of  the  parties  and  times  in  which  they  lived,  they  are  fure  directories  to  the 
future  hiftorian  in  tracing  the  origin,  nature,  powers,  and  extent  of  the  parties,  which  appeared 
on  the  political  fcenes,  it  becomes  his  duty  to  reprefent,  Thefe  elucidations  might  be  worked  up 
into  a treatife  : I lhall  feleCt  only  fome  paflages  from  known  writers,  in  order  to  verify  the  ftatement 
of  the  parties  in  Ireland  at  this  period,  which  I am  called  upon  to  fubmit  to  my  readers.  I refume 
•not  the  merits  of  thefe  oppofite  writers:  Hill  lefs  do  I profefs  to  adopt  their  opinions.  The  late 
Lord  Clare  (in  his  memorable  fpeech  on  the  union,  which  muft  ever  be  looked  up  to  as  a moft 
precious  and  authentic  repofitory  of  modern  opinions  upon  the  paft  conduCt  of  the  Britifli  cabinet 
with  reference  to  Ireland;  has  thus  referred  to  the  political  fituation  of  Ireland  at  the  time  we  are 
alluding  to.  (p.  26.)  “ The  parliament  of  England  feem  to  have  confidered  the  permanent 

debility  of  Ireland,  as  the  beft  fecurity  of  the  Britilh  crown,  and  the  Irilh  parliament  to  have 
relied  the  fecurity  of  the  colony,  upon  maintaining  a perpetual  and  impaffable  barrier  againft 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country.  The  executive  government  was  committed  nominally 
to  a viceroy,  but  effentially  to  lords  juftices,  feleCted  from  the  principal  Hate  officers  of  the 
“ country,  who  were  entrufted  with  the  conduCl  of  what  is  called  the  king’s  bufinefs,  but  might 
" with  more  propriety  have  been  called  the  bufinefs  of  the  lords  juftices.  The  viceroy  came  to 
“ Ireland  for  a few  months  only  in  two  years,  and  returned  to  England  perfedlly  fatisfied  with  his 
“ miffion,  if  he  did  not  leave  the  affairs  of  the  Englifli  government  worfe  than  he  found  them  : 
“ and  the  lords  juftices  in  his  abfence  were  entrufted  implicitly  with  the  means  of  confolidating 
an  Ariftocratic  influence,  which  made  them  the  neceffary  inftruments  of  the  Englilh  govern- 
“ ment.”  Primate  Boulter,  who  from  the  year  1724  to  the  year  1742,  was  the  main  fpring  of 
the  Englifh  politics  and  the  inflrument  of  the  Britifli  cabinet  in  Ireland,  gave  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle  the  following  caution  againft  Swift.  ( l xol.  p.  62,  Boulton  s Let.)  “ The  general  report 
“ is,  that  Dean  Swift  defigns  for  England  in  a little  time ; and  we  do  not  queftion  his  endeavours 
to  mifreprefent  his  majefty’s  friends  here,  wherever  he  finds  an  opportunity  : but  he  is  fo 
“ known,  as  well  as  the  difturbances  he  has  been  the  fomenter  of  in  this  kingdom,  that  we  are 
under  no  fear  of  his  being  able  to  differve  any  of  his  majefty’s  faithful  fervants,  by  any  thing  that 
“ is  known  to  come  from  him : but  we  could  wifli  fome  eye  were  had  to  what  he  fliall  be  attenipt- 
ing  on  your  fide  of  the  water.”  But  we  muft  recolleft,  that  this  letter  of  the  primate  was  dated 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1725,  O.  S,  which  was  about  ten  weeks  after  Swift  had  written  to  Pope, 
(on  the  26th  of  November,  1725)  about  Mr.  Phillips,  the  primate’s  fecretary,  and  the  footing  that 
he  and  his  lordfliip  were  on.  Phillips  is  fort  chancellant , whether  he  fludl  turn  parfon  or  no.  But 
all  employments  liere  are  engaged,  or  in  reverfion.  'Caft  wits  and  caff  beaux  have  a proper 
" fandtuary  in  the  church:  yet  we  think  it  a fevere  judgement  that  a fine  gentleman  and  fo  much 
“ the  finer  for  hating  ecclefiaftics,  fliould  be  a donieftic  humble  retainer  to  an  Irilh  prelate:  he  is 
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alive  thefe  different  divifions  and  fubdivlfions  of  parties,  for  the  ungenerous 
and  JMachiavelian  purpofe  of  dividing  and  governing  Ireland  as  a conquered  • 

people. 


” neither  fecretary  nor  gentleman  uflier,  yet  ferveth  in  both  capacities.  He  hath  publillied  feveral 
“ reafons  why  he  never  came  to  fee  me:  butthebeft  is,  I have  not  waited  on  his  lordfhip.”  Swift 
ever  fupported  the  natural  interefts  of  Ireland  both  againft  the  Dilfenters  and  whig  party,  who  in  his 
ideas  endeavoured  to  monopolize  the  whole  political  influence  of  the  country,  and  againft  the  power 
of  the  Britifli  cabinet,  whofe  fyftem  it  was  to  keep  Ireland  in  a ftate  of  perpetual  bondage  and 
fubferviency  to  the  mere  nod  of  the  conqueror.  “ Therefore,”  faid  he  in  his  State  of  Ireland,  “ It 
is  too  well  known,  that  we  are  forced  to  obey  fome  laws,  we  never  confented  to;  which  is  a 
“ condition  I muft  not  call  by  its  true  uncontrouled  name,  for  fear  of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Whit- 
“ fhed’s  ghoft  with  his  libertas  et  natale  folum  written  for  a motto  on  his  coach,  as  it  ftood  at  the 
“ door  of  the  court,  whilft  he  was  perjuring  himfelf  to  betray  both.”  Swift  rendered  himfelf 
particularly  obnoxious  to  government  about  this  time,  by  publifliing  his  Drapier’s  Letters,  and 
other  patriotic  works  in  defence  of  his  opprelfed  country,  but  efpecially  for  his  propofal  for  the 
univerfal  ufe  of  Irifh  manuftiiStures,  in  clothes  and  furniture  of  houfes,  utterly  rejefting  and  re- 
nouncing every  thing  wearable,  that  came  from  England ; on  account  of  which  publication,  a 
profecution  was  fet  on  foot  againft  Waters  the  printer,  by  the  exprefs  command  of  the  lord  lieute- 
nant, who  fent  to  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Witflied  before  the  trial,  informing  him,  that  a moft 
feditious,  fa61;ious,  and  virulent  libel  had  been  publiflied,  with  a defign  of  fetting  the  two  kingdoms 
at  variance,  and  therefore  that  the  printer  flrould  be  profecuted  with  all  the  feverity  of  the  law. 
The  lord  chief  juftice’s  zeal  on  fuch  an  occafion  wanted  no  fpur  : however  he  outran  his  commif- 
fton,  by  indecently  declaring  towards  the  commencement  of  the  trial,  that  the  author’s  intention 
was  to  bring  in  the  pretender.  Government  had  offered  a reward  of  SOOl.  for  the  difeovery  of  the 
author  of  thefe  letters ; but  fo  popular  and  interefting  to  Ireland  was  the  fubjeft  of  them,  that  no 
one  was  found  bafe  enough  to  betray  him  ; which  firmnefs  in  the  caufe  brought  < on  the  profecution 
of  the  printer.  In  Ireland  more  than  elfewhere  does  a jury  feife  the  fpirit  of  the  day.  Notwith- 
ftanding  they  had  found  their  verdict  not  guiltij,  yet  fo  determinately  was  the  chief  juftice  bent 
upon  procuring  a verdi6l  for  the  crown,  that  he  kept  the  jury  out  eleven  hours,  and  fent  them  nine 
times  out  of  court,  until  at  laft  he  wearied  them  into  a fpecial  verdict.  This  appears  fully  confirmed 
by  one  of  the  Primate’s  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  (i  vol.  p.  112^  and  accounts  for  his 
lordlhip’s  anxiety  to  be  removed  to  the  common  pleas,  where  he  would  be  placed  out  of  the  occafion 
of  executing  ag.ain  fuch  commands  of  government.  “ My  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Witflied  has  been 
“ with  me  to  defire  he  may  be  recommended  to  fucceed  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Wyndham.  He  re- 
prefents  that  he  has  with  great  zeal  and  fidelity  ferved  his  majefty,  and  made  himfelf  many 
“ enemies  by  fo  doing,  and  would  hope  for  this  favor  as  a reward  of  his  fervices.  I muft  do  him 
“ the  juftice  to  fay,  that  he  has  certainly  ferved  his  majefty  with  great  zeal  and  affection,  and  has 
” drawn  on  himfelf  the  anger  of  the  Jacobites  by  fo  doing  and  other  clifcontented  perfons  here, 
“ by  difcountenaiicing  feditious  writings  in  the  affair  of  the  halfpence.”  Upon  the  death  of  Wit- 
flied Auguft  i;27,  the  primate's  coniiiiunications  with  Lord  Carteret,  then  lord  lieutenant,  lay 
open  to  public  view,  tlie  nature  of  llie  Englilii  intereft,  and  tlie  principles  by  which  it  was  fupported 
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people.  The  Catholics  broken  down  by  oppreffion  fcarcely  claimed  their 
rights  of  exiftence,  and  were  occalionally  made  the  paflive  inftruments  of 
the  three  other  parties  according  to  the  exigencies  of  their  feveral  temporary 
proje6ls : and  were  too  often  made  objedls  of  new  rigor  and  perfecution,  for 
the  foie  purpofe  of  withdrawing  the  attention  of  their  opponents  from  mea- 
fures,  which  the  particular  parties  wifhed  to  carry.  Several  meafures  of  the 
Britifli  cabinet  with  reference  to  Ireland,  immediately  tended  to  convince 

in  Ireland.  “ I mnft  take  this  occafion  to  preis  your  excellency  that  his  place  may  be  filled  from 
“ England.  I can  affure  your  lordlliip,  that  we  have  by  experience  found  the  want  of  two  Englifli 
“ judges  in  the  privy  council,  fince  the  removal  of  my  lord  chancellor  to  his  prefent  poft : and  I 
“ am  confident,  where  there  is  the  leaft  lliew  of  an  atfair  between  England  and  Ireland,  or  where 
“ there  is  need  of  impartiality  between  any  contending  parties,  that  may  be  before  the  council,  we 
“ fliall  be  in  the  laft  diftrefs,  if  this  vacancy  be  not  filled  from  England.”  ft  vol.  p,  194.J  And 
in  a letter  of  the  fame  date  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  (p.  195)  he  fays:  “ we  have  found  by 
“ experience  fince  the  lord  chief  baron  has  been  the  only  Englillrman  amongft  the  three  chief 
“ judges,  that  things  have  gone  very  heavy  in  the  privy  council  here.  When  any  thing  is  tranfact- 
“ ing  in  council,  that  can  be  thought  to  be  for  the  advantage  of  England,  or  where  any  perfon  of 
“ confideration  here  may  be  offended,  tlie  beft  we  can  hope  for  from  a native  of  this  place  is,  that 
“ he  will  ftay  away  from  council,  inftead  of  promoting  tlie  king’s  fervice^by  his  prefence  and 
“ debating.” 

As  the  patronage  of  Ireland  as  well  as  England  refted  with  the  crown,  no  wonder,  that  the 
Englifli  interefl  acquired  and  fo  long  kept  its  afcendancy  over  all  the  other  parties : and  it  appears 
from  this  prelate’s  letters,  how  far  it  was  fyftematically  applied  to  that  intent.  So  faid  he  to  his 
grace  of  Newcaftle  on  the  l6th  of  November,  1725:  “I  am  very  forry,  that  I muft  fend  your 
“ grace  word,  that  yefterday  tlie  difeontented  carried  every  thing  before  them,  and  have  falfely 
“ ftated  the  debt  of  the  nation,  and  (in  eft'edl)  clofed  the  fupply.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  by 
my  lord  lieutenant  and  by  all  his  majefty’s  fervants  and  friends  of  confequence,  to  bring  the 
“ members  to  reafon,  and  much  has  been  faid  in  the  houfe  in  debates  on  thefe  occafions,  on  the 
“ fide  of  his  majefty’s  fervice.  There  wants  no  accident  here  to  furnilli  a bottom  of  popularity, 
" every  one  having  it  always  in  his  power  to  grow  popular,  by  fetting  up  for  the  Irifli  in  oppofition 
“ to  the  Englifli  intereft.  And  there  is  no  doubt,  but  fome  occafion  of  things  going  as  they  have, 
has  been  an  unwillingnefs  in  too  many  to  fee  an  Englifli  adminiftration  well  eftablillied  here  : 
and  an  intention  to  make  all  the  Englijh  already  here,  uneafy,  and  to  deter  others  from  coming- 
“ hither.  But  if  thofe,  who  have  places  here,  and  yet  have  joined  in  tlie  late  meafures,  are 
“ remembered  after  the  feflions  j and  if  nobody  finds  his  account  in  having  headed  the  oppofition 
" made  now  to  his  majefty’s  fervice,  I do  not  doubt  but  the  face  of  affairs  here  will  gradually  alter, 
“ and  we  may  hope  the  next  fellion  will  be  more  eafy  and  fuccefsful.”  This  prelate’s  letters  fuper- 
abound  with  the  moft  imprefiive  importunities  to  all  the  members  of  the  Britilli  cabinet,  that  none 
but  Engliflimen  ftiould  be  put  into  the  great  places  in  Ireland  in  future.  A fyftem  of  political 
intrigue  moft  injurious  to  Ireland,  is  the  burthen  of  his  whole  correfpondence. 
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the  'U'hole  the  Irijli  imtiou,  that  the  profperity,  welfare,  and  felicity  of  that 
kingdom,  had  but  little  fway  in  determining  their  conduct  towards  it. 
Hence  the  Tory  party,  which  ftill  perfifted  in  their  old  principles  to  oppofe 
the  Whig  adminiftration,  being  joined  by  thofe,  who  threw  their  eyes  upon 
the  real  ftate  of  their  country  and  exerted  their  efforts  to  advance  its  prof- 
perity, the  whole  of  the  old  and  new  party  acquired  (and  perhaps  not  unde- 
fervedly)  the  common  appellation  of  patriots*  This  wds  the  party,  which 

Primate 


* Amongft  thefe  llione  confpicuoufly  Dean  Swift,  whofe  Drapier’s  Letters  have  at  all  times  been 
confidered  amongft  the  moft  eftedtual  engines  ufed  in  procuring  the  reverfal  of  Wood’s  patent. 
The  fubjeft  is  there  treated  with  much  force  and  perfpicuity,  and  the  pernicious  confequences  to 
Ireland  are  pointed  out  with  peculiar  judgment  and  cffedf.  In  the  fame  fpirit  did  the  dean  write 
his  State  of  Ireland;  The  Prejbyterians  Plea  of  Merit,  and  afterwards,  Reafons  for  repealing  the 
Sacuamcntal  Tef,  xcritten  in  the  Stile  of  a Roman  Catholic,  and  feveral  other  works.  In  his  State 
of  Ireland,  he  fays,  “ Ireland  is  the  only  kingdom  I ever  heard  or  read  of,  either  in  ancient  or 
modern  ftory,  which  was  denied  the  liberty  of  exporting  their  native  commodities  and  manufac- 
tures  wherever  they  pleafed,  except  to  countries  at  war  with  their  own  prince  or  ftate  : yet 
“ tills  privilege  by  the  fuperiority  of  mere  power,  is  refufed  us  in  tlie  momentous  parts  of  com- 
" rnerce:  befides  an  adl  of  navigation,  to  which  we  never  confented,  pinned  down  upon  us  and 
rigoroufly  executed,  and  a thoufand  other  unexampled  circumftances  as  grievous  as  they  are 
“ invidious  to  mention.”  Then  enumerating  feveral,  he  adds,  “ in  all  which  we  have  likewife 
” the  honor  to  be  diftinguillied  from  the  whole  race  of  mankind.”  So  fenfible  was  Swift  of  the 
wretched  ftate  of  policy  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  that  he  wrote  an  eflay  which  he  intituled, 
Maxims  controulcd  in  Ireland,  He  fets  out  by  obferving,  that  there  are  certain  maxims  of  ftate 
founded  upon  long  obfervation  and  experience,  drawn  from  the  conftant  pradtice  of  the  vvifeft 
nations,  and  from  the  very  principles  of  government,  nor  ever  controuled  by  ?-ny  writer  upon  poli- 
tics. He  then  undertakes  to  prove  (he  unfortunately  fucceeded  too  well  in  proving)  the  falftty  of 
the  following  maxims  as  to  Ireland. 

ift.  That  the  dearnefs  of  things  neceflary  for  life  in  a fruitful  country  is  a certain  fign  of  wealtli 
and  great  commerce ; for  when  fuch  neceflaries  are  dear,  it  muft  abfolutely  follow,  that  money  is 
cheap  and  plentiful. 

t’d.  That  low  intereft  is  a certain  fign  of  great  plenty  of  money  in  a nation. 

3d.  That  the  great  encreafe  of  buildings  in  the  metropolis  argues  a flourithing  ftate, 

4th.  That  people  are  the  riches  of  a nation.  The  pradtical  inverfion  of  thefe  axioms  in  Ireland; 
is  the  moft  damning  proof  of  the  infelicity  and  bad  government  of  that  country.  In  fupport  of  his 
obfervations  on  the  fourth  of  thefe  maxims,  he  tells  a too  lamentable  tmth  : that  above  one  half  of 
the  fouls  in  that  kingdom  then  fupported  themfelves  by  begging  and  thieving,  whereof  two  thirds 
would  be  able  to  get  their  bread  in  any  other  country  upon  earth  : he  therefore  faid,  “ he  rejoiced 
“ at  a mortality  as  a blefting  to  individuals  and  the  public.”  In  order  to  form  an  unbialfed  judg- 
ment of  the  ftate  of  Ireland  at  the  period  under  confideration  j it  is  fitting  to  fee  what  the  great 
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Primate  Boulter  always  afFe6ted  to  term  the  difeontented,  and  not  unfrequently 
the  kwg's  enemies',  and  of  whofe  fuccefsful  oppofition,  to  the  meafures  of 
thofe  whom  his  grace  termed  the  king's  fervants,  and  confequently  his  friends, 
he  had  complained.  In  no  intlance  Avere  the  exertions  of  the  patriots 
more  brilliantly  fuccefsful  than  in  oppofmg  ]\Ir.  Wood’s  patent  for  coining 
half-pence,  which  they  confidered  as  one  of  thofe  infamous  jobs,  of  Avhich 
fuch  loud  and  repeated  complaints  have  been  fmee  heard  in  Ireland. 

As  there  had  not  been  for  many  years  a coinage  of  copper  in  Ireland,  the 
low  medium  of  half-pence  and  farthings  had  become  very  fcarce;  and  the 
deficiency  was  found  to  be  attended  with  great  inconveniency.  Applications 
were  made  to  England  for  anew  coinage;  but  in  vain.  What  Avas  refufed 
to  the  loud  and  impreffive  voice  of  the  Irilh  nation,  Avas  granted  to  the 
intriguing  and  unfair  influence  of  a fpeculating  individual,  one  William 
Wood ; AAdio  obtained  a patent  for  coining  copper  half-pence  and  furthings 
for  the  ufe  of  Ireland,  to  the  amount  of  103,000/.,  and  Avhich  he  made  of 

manager  of  the  Engllfli  intereft  in  Ireland  fays  on  the  other  fide  of  the  quellion.  Primate  Boulter 
upon  his  arrival  in  Dublin  in  November  1724,  informs  his  grace  of  Canterbury,  “ that  I have  little 
''  to  complain  of,  but  that  too  many  of  our  own  original  efteem  us  Engliflimen  as  intruders.” 
Within  a fortnight,  he  informs  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  that,  “ We  are  in  a very  bad  ftate,  and  the 
people  fo  poifoned  with  apprehenfions  of  Wood’s  half-pence,  that  I do  not  fee  there  can  be  any 
“ hopes  of  juftice  agaiuft  any  perfon  for  feditious  writings,  if  he  does  but  mix  fomething  about 
" Wood  in  them.”  “All  forts  here  are  determinately  fet  againtl  Wood’s  half-pence,  and  look  upon 
their  eftates  as  half  funk  in  their  value,  whenever  they  lhall  pafs  upon  the  nation.  Our  pamphlets 
and  the  difeourfes  of  feme  people  of  weight  run  very  much  upon  the  independency  of  this  king- 

“ dom : and  in  our  prefent  ftate,  that  is  a very  popular  notion.” “ Though  all  people  are 

“ equally  fet  againft  Wood  here,  yet  many  of  the  prefent  madnefles  are  fuppofed  to  come  from 
“ Papifts  mixing  with  and  fetting  on  others,  with  whom  they  formerly  had  no  manner  of  correfpon- 
“ dence.”  Upon  a report  of  an  appointment  having  been  promifed  of  the  See  of  Dublin  on  the 
illnefs  of  Archbiftiop  King,  who  had  been  tranflated  from  Derry  to  that  fee  in  the  year  1702,  Pri- 
mate Boulter  tells  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  “ If  / be  not  allowed  to  form  proper  dependencies  here, 
“ to  break  the  prefent  Dublin  faction  on  the  Bench,  it  will  be  impoflible  for  me  to  ferve  his  majefty 
“ further  than  in  my  fingle  capacity.  I do  notfpeak  this,  as  if  I did  not  think  there  are  fome  on  the 
“ Englifh  Bench,  that  would  do  very  well  in  Dublin,  and  would  heartily  join  with  me  in  promoting 
” his  majefty’s  meafures : or  that  I do  not  efteem  it  wife  gradually  to  get  as  many  Englifti  on  the 
“ Bench  here,  as  can  decently  be  fent  hither : but  that  I think  being  on  the  Englifti  Bench  alone  is 
“ fiota  fufticient  qualification  for  coming  to  the  beft  promotions  here,  and  that  an  imprudent  per- 
“ foil  ma^  be  eafily  tempted  by  IriJIi  flattery  to  fet  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Archbiftiop  of  Dublin’s 
“ party  ill  oppofition  to  me : and  befides  as  there  is  a majority  of  Biftiops  here  that  are  natives, 
“ they  are  not  to  be  difobliged  at  once.”  (4th  of  March  1724.) 
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fuch  bafe  alloy,  that  the  whole  mafs  was  not  worth  8000/.  Of  this  hafe  coin 
he  poured  an  immenfe  infufion  into  Ireland.  Brafs  multiplied  beyond  exam- 
ple: M as  not  only  ufed  in  change,  but  attempted  to  be  forced  in  payments. 
The  Irilh  nation  took  the  alarm,  and  made  it  a national  caufe:  and  it  may 
he  faid  to  have  been  the  firll,  in  Mdiich  all  parties  in  Ireland  had  ever  come 
to  iflue  with  the  Britidi  Cabinet.  The  Irilh  parliament,  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
throne,  told  the  king,  they  M^ere  called  upon  by  their  country  to  reprefent  the 
ill  confequences  to  the  kingdom  likely  to  refult  from  Wood’s  patent:  that 
the  diminution  of  the  revenue  and  the  ruin  of  trade  Avas  the  profpe6t,  Avhich 
it  prefented  to  vicAV.  An  application  from  the  privy  council  of  Ireland  to 
the  king  fpoke  the  fame  language : and  addreffes  from  moft  of  the  city  cor- 
porations throughout  the  kingdom  to  the  like  effe6l  Avere  handed  up  to  the 
throne.  At  the  quarter  feffion,  the  country  gentlemen  and  magiftrates 
unanimOLifly  declared  againft  it.  And  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
Dublin  prefented  all  perfons,  Avho  attempted  to  impofe  upon  the  people 
of  Ireland  the  bafe  coin,  as  enemies  to  government,  and  to  the  fafety,  peace 
and  Avelfare  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeds.  It  Avas  not  to  be  expefted,  that  an  in- 
dividual fpeculator,  Avho  could  raife  an  intereft  Avith  the  Britifli  Cabinet  more 
poAverful  than  the  united  \"oice*  of  the  Avhole  people  of  Ireland,  fliould  fore- 
go all  his  golden  profpecls  of  enormous  gains  from  the  oppofition  of  thofe, 
Avhom  he  had  in  the  firft  inftance  baffled  and  defeated.  He  ftill  commanded 
fuch  influence  Avith  his  patrons,  as  to  bring  forth  a report  from  the  privy 
council  of  England  in  his  favor,  Avhich  caff;  A^ery  fevere  (not  to  fay  indecent) 
reflexions  upon  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  for  having  oppofed  his  patent.. 
After  the  nation  had  been  kept  in  turbulent  agitation  for  a year  by  the  real 
or  imaginary  effeXs  of  this  job,  tranquility  Avas  as  laff  reffored  by  his  majeffy’s 
revocation  of  the  patent,  Avhich  put  an  end  to  the  currency  of  this  bafe 
money,  and  opened  to  Ireland  a daAvn  of  confidence,  that  their  fovereign’s  ear 
would  not  be  for  ever  flint  againff  the  united  voice  of  his  Irifli  people. f 

Little 

* For  the  addrefs  of  the  commons  to  the  king,  in  the  firft  inftance,  vide  3 Journ.  325,  and  for 
their  addrefs  to  Ifis  majefty  on  his  gracious  anfwer  to  the  firft  addrefs,  page  S68. 

t The  Primate  Boulter  found  the  real  fpirit  of  the  nation  fo  pointedly  againft  enforcing  Wood’s 
patent,  that  he  was  compelled  even  reluctantly  to  recommend  its  revocation.  “ As  the  fetfion  of 
“ parliament,”  faid  he  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  on  the  sd  of  July  1'725,  is  now  draw- 

ing  near,  I hope  my  lord  lieutenant  will  be  empowered  in  his  fpeech  to  fpe’ak  clearly  as  to  the 
“ bufinefs  of  the  halfpence,  and  thoroughly  rid  tliis  nation  of  their  fear  on  that  head : I fliall 

“ hope 
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Little  elfe  happened  during  the  remainder  of  the  reign  of  George  the  firfl, 
tliat  in  any  ma'nner  affe6ted  Ireland:  he  died  on  the  11th  of  June  1727. 
His  enemies  have  never  charged  him  with  any  perfonal  vices:  having  come 
to  the  throne  at  an  advanced  period  of  life,  his  deportment  and  manner 
were  rather  referved  and  formal : he  was  attentive  to  bufmefs:  and  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  the  merits  of  his  reign  attributed  perfonally  to  himfelf, 
whilft  its  defeds  were  thrown  upon  the  corruption  and  falfe  principles  of  his 
ininifters. 

“ hope  if  that  is  done  we  diall  have  a pretty  eafy  feffion.”  And  “ if  the  dread  of  Wood’s  half- 
pence  is  effectually  removed,  I hardly  doubt  of  a good  iflue  of  the  feffion.”  The  primate, 
though  he  could  have  no  doubt  of  the  impropriety  and  mifchief  of  Wood’s  patent,  yet  in  the  true 
ftile  of  courtly  protection  to  its  own  creatures,  he  always  contended  “ that  Wood  could  not  be 
fuppofed  willing  to  refign  it  without  a proper  compenfation,  (as  if  the  obtaining  fuch  a patent 
had  been  a work  of  meritorious  or  laborious  fervice)  and  that  the  feditious  and  clamorous  beha- 
“ viour  of  too  many  here,  muft  rather  tend  to  provoke  his  majefty  and  his  miniftry  to  fupport  the 
“ patent,  than  to  take  any  extraordinary  fteps  to  fink  it:  and  that  therefore  the  moll  proper  way 
''  feemed  to  be,  the  propofing  fome  reafonable  amends  to  Mr,  JVood,  in  order  to  his  religning  the 
patent.”  {Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  iQth  of  January  1724.)  However,  upon  the 
25th  of  September  1725,  he  tells  Lord  Townfend,  I muft  likewife  acknowledge  the  obligation 
we  all  lie  under  here  for  your  procuring  fo  great  an  inftance  of  his  majefty’s  goodnefs,  as  the 
revoking  of  Wood's  patent.” 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  EEIGN  OF  GEORGE  THE  SECOND. 


Upon  the  deniife  of  George  the  Firft,  his  fon  afcended  the  throne  with- 


out difturbance  or  oppofition.  Now  for  the  firft  time  fince  the  Revolution 
did  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  venture  to  approach  the  throne  by  a 
public  act  of  their  body.  The  penal  laws  had  been  fomewhat  multiplied, 
and  rigoroLifly  executed  during  the  late  reign.  It  was  ftill  frefli  in  the  minds 
of  the  Catholics,  that  the  fevere  laws  of  Queen  Ann  were  faid  to  have  been 
palled  againft  them  as  a punilhment  for  their  having  negledled  to  addrefs 
her  on  her  acceflion  to  the  throne.  The  extreme  virulence,  with  which  they 
had  been  recently  calumniated  from  the  prefs,  the  pulpit,  and  the  fenate,  on 
aecount  of  the  rebellion  of  1715,  deterred  them  from  offering  any  addrefs 
upon  the  acceflion  of  the  Hanover  Family.  At  this  jun6lure,  however,  they 
drew  up  an  addrefs  of  congratulation,  which  in  a dignified  manner  exprefled 
loyalty  to  their  fovereign,  and  pledged  them  to  a continuance  of  their  peace- 
ful and  quiet  demeanour.  It  was  prefented  to  the  lords  juftices,  by  Lord 
Delvin  and  feveral  refpedtable  Catholic  gentlemen ; but  it  was  received  with 
filent  contempt  The  lords  juftices,  who  were  humbly  entreated  to  tranfmit 
it  to  his  majefty,  never  condefcended  to  make  an  anfwer  to  thofe,  who  pre- 
fented it ; nor  has  it  been  known  to  this  day,  whether  it  reached  the  hands 
of  the  fovereign,  or  were  ftrangled  in  its  birth  by  the  heads  of  the  Englijh 
intereji,  who  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  the  united  loyalty  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  The  fevere  ordeal,  which  Catholic  loyalty  had  paffed  during  the 
reign  of  George  the  Firft,  had  it  feems  fo  far  blunted  the  edge  of  calumny, 
that  public  vituperation  Avas  confidcred  no  longer  prudent.  The  great  en- 
gine, patron,  and  fupporter  of  the  Eiiglijh  intci’eft  in  Ireland,  was  Primate 
Poulter;  who  avcII  knew  that  the  oppofite  party,  hitherto  knoAvn  by  the  dif- 
tinCtion  of  Tories,  Avhich  he  affedted  to  call  the  difaff'ected,  and  the  Icmg's 
cfiemies,  Avcre  acquiring  daily  ftrength  by  the  acceflion  of  all  thofe  Avho,  as 
patriots,  preferred  an  Irijh  to  an  Englijh  intereft  in  their  native  country; 

and 
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and  fenfible  that  the  means  of  fupporting  the  EngVjli  inteveft  would  not  bear 
the  light,  his  Grace  etfedted,  by  a coup  ck  main,  a bold  meafure,  which 
would  probably  have  failed,  had  it  been  previoufly  canvalfed  and  openly 
debated  in  the  then  prevailing  temper  of  the -public  mind. 

However  grievous  were  the  penal  laws  impofed  upon  the  Catholics  during 
the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  Ann,  it  is  but  juflice  to  alloAv,  that  none  of  them 
had  deprived  them  of  the  elective  franchife,  that  elfential  and  firm  armour 
of  a free  conftitution.  - By  the  24th  fe6tion  of  the  mofi:  vexatious  and  op- 
preffive  of  all  thofe  adts,  2 Ann,  c.  6.  An  A6l  to  prevent  the  f urther  Growth 
of  Popery,  it  was  indeed  enafted,  “ that  from  and  after  the  24th  day  of  March, 

“ 1703,  no  freeholder,  burgefs,  freeman,  or  inhabitant  of  that  kingdom  being 
“ a Papih,  or  profeffing  the  Popifh  religion,  fliould  at  any  time  thereafter 
“ be  capable  of  giving  his  or  their  vote  for  eleding  of  knights  of  any  fliires 
“ or  counties  within  that  kingdom,  or  citizens  or  burgelfes  to  ferve  in  any 
“ fucceeding  parliament,  without  firft  repairing  to  the  general  quarter  feffion ' 
“ of  the  peace  to  be  holden  for  the  counties,  cities  or  boroughs  wherein  fuch 
“ Papifts  did  inhabit  and  dwell,  and  there  voluntarily  taking  the  oath  of 
“ allegiance,  and  alfo  the  oath  of  abjuration,  and  obtaining  a certificate 
“ thereof  from  the  clerk  of  the  peace.”  Now  as  it  Avas  Avell  known  from  the 
tried  loyalty  and  attachment  of  the  Catholics  to  the  family  on  the  throne, 
that  they  Avere  generally  ready  to  take  thefe  oaths,  the  harfii  plan  Avas  formed 
to  fimt  them  out  of  this  only  participation  of  the  conftitution.  The  atten- 
tion, Avhich  the  nation  noAv  began  to  pay  to  their  civil  rights,  and  the  part 
Avhich  the  Catholics  took  in  the  elections,  being  the  only  occafion  on  Avhich 
they  could  exercife  any  civil  right  that  had  Aveight  in  the  ftate,  aAvakencd 
the  primate’s  jealoufy  and  alarm,  and  drove  him  to  the  defperate  refolution 
of  upholding  the  EngUJh  inierefp  in  Ireland  by  disfranchizing  above  four- 

fifths 

* As  much  of  Primate  Boulter’s  letters  as  the  editor  has  favoured  us  Avith,  ojrenly  avows  this 
prelate’s  principles  upon  the  fubjedt.  Within  three  weeks  after  the  death  of  the  king,  he  writes  to 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  (l  vol.  p.  177)  every  thing  here  is  very  quiet and  on  the  fame  day 
he  informs  Lord  Townfend  (p.  176),  we  have  no  other  buftle  amongft  us  than  what  ariles 
“ from  the  warm  canvafs  going  on  in  all  parts  about  the  eledtion  of  members  for  the  enfuing  par- 
" liament.”  He  had  three  days  before  apprized  Lord  Carteret,  then  lord  lieutenant,  (p.  173,) 

“ that  the  whole  kingdom  was  in  the  utmoft  ferment  about  the  coming  cledtions.  I can  fafely 
appeal  (faid  his  grace)  to  your  excellency  for  my  having  to  the  beft  of  my  power  ferved  his  late 
majefty,  and  fupported  tlie  EngUjh  intercjl  here  : and  I Iball  always  ferve  his  prefent  majefly  as 

faithfully  ? 
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fifths  of  its  population. f The  great  oppofition  to  the  Englijh  intcreft,  which 
it  M'as  the  pride  and  boafl:  of  this  prelate  to  fupport,  was  dreaded  from  thofe 

who 

“ faithfully  : but  to  be  able  to  do  it  with  the  good  effedt  I defire,  I hope  I lliall  be  as  well  fup- 
” ported  as  I have  been.  _ Your  excellency  knows  I have  nothing  to  alk:  and  I believe  princes 
have  feldom  over  many,  that  are  difpofed  to  ferve  them  as  faithfully  on  fo  eafy  terms.  It  would 
‘‘  put  a good  fpirit  into  the  king's  friends  here,  and  particularly  the  Englijh,  if  they  knew,  by  your 
excellency’s  means,  what  they  had  to  depend  upon.  There  is  another  thing  I cannot  but  fug- 
‘‘  geft  to  your  excellency,  though  I am  under  no  fear  of  the  experiment  being  made,  that  any  thing 
“ which  looks  like  bringing  the  Tories  into  power  here,  muft  caufe  the  utmoft  uneafinefs  in  this 
kingdom,  by  railing  the  fpirits  of  the  Papifts  of  this  country,  and  exafperating  the  Whigs,  who 
“ your  lordfliip  knows  are  vaftly  fuperior  amongft  gentlemen  of  eftates  here.” 

f “ To  an  enquirer  after  the  truth,  hiftory,  fince  the  year  1699,  furnilhes  very  imperfedt  and 
“ often  partial  views  of  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  latter  has  no  profeffed  hif- 
torian  of  its  own  fince  that  aera,  and  it  is  fo  llightingly  mentioned  in  the  hiftories  of  the  former 
“ kingdom,  that  it  feems  to  be  introduced  rather  to  Ihew  the  accuracy  of  the  accountant,  than  as 
an  article  to  be  read  and  examined.  {The  Commercial  lleflraints  of  Ireland  confidered,  1780, 
“ p.  37 , 'writlai  by  the  Right  Hon.  Hely  Hutchinfon,  late  Provojl  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin.)  Pam- 
“ phlets  (continues  he)  are  often  written  to  ferve  occafional  purpofes,  and  with  an  intention  to 
” mifreprefent,  and  party  writers  are  not  worth  any  regard.  We  mufl;  tlien  endeavour  to  find 
“■  fome  other  guide,  and  look  into  the  befl,  materials  for  hiftory,  by  confidering  the  fadls  as  recorded 
“ in  the  journals  of  parliament.”  The  dearth  of  hiftorical  documents  for  the  laft  century  has 
driven  tlie  author  to  make  refearches  into  all  the  fpeeches,  that  have  been  publillied  upon  the 
fubjedt,  to  which  thofe  hiftorical  fadts  have  reference.  In  general  fuch  fpeeches  muft  rank  with 
the  party  writers  that  are  not  worth  any  regard.  It  is  painful  to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  guarding 
the  reader  againft  the  mifreprefentions  (one  hopes  not  Avilful,  ftill  lefs  malevolent,)  of  men  of  talent, 
' information,  and  perfonal  refpedtability.  The  Right  Honorable  John  Fofter,  the  fpeaker  of  the 
late  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  his  fpeech  in  the  committee  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bill,  on  the 
27th  of  February,  179s,  in  his  zeal  for  keeping  the  Catholics  fliut  out  of  this  conftitutional  right  to 
the  ele8:ive  franchize,  not  only  maintains  the  juftice  and  equity  of  not  admitting  them  to  this  par- 
ticipation of  the  conftitution,  but  attempts  to  prove,  that  they  had  been  excluded  from  it  by  law 
before  the  palling  of  the  l George  II.  and  ever  fince  the  Revolution.  The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man fays,  “ the  preamble  of  the  2d  of  Ann  lliews  clearly  the  intent  of  the  legiftature  was  to  ex- 
“ elude  them,  and  for  preventing  Papifts  having  it  in  their  power  to  breed  dift'entions,  by  voting  at 
eledtions  of  members  of  parliament,  &c.  Even  the  adt  of  George  the  Second,  which  they  fay 
‘‘  was  tlie  firft  that  excluded  them,  fays  in  its  preamble, — and  for  the  better  preventing  Papifts  from 
“ voting,  &c — as  if  it  were  a known  fadt,  that  they  were  before  excluded,  &c.”  (p.  1 1 and  12.) 
The  firft  preamble,  upon  which  he  grounds  his  argument  was  to  the  particular  fedtion  and  not  to 
the  ftatute  ; and  it  is  irnpofiible  to  fuppofe  that  right  honorable  gentleman  fo  ignorant  of  the  general 
conftrudtjon  of  ftatutes,  as  not  to  know  that  odiofa  funt  re/lringenda  •,  that  the  evil  and  remedy  are 
to  be  commenfurate : that  the  oath  and  abjuration  were  but  a left  of  fubmillion  to  the  reigning 

families. 
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who  aflliming  the  title  of  patriots,  now  folemnly  protefted  againft  foreign 
afcendancy  over  the  native  rights  and  interefts  of  their  country.  It  was 
not  natural,  that  the  body  of  the  Iridi  people  tliould  be  forward  in  fupport- 
ing  iwch  foreign  alcendancy,  whether  EngUjh  or  Protejiant.  The  Catholics 
having  long  been  the  unceafing  objedt  of  calumny  and  perfecution  to  both 
parties,  as  it  ferved  their  feveral  views,  v'ere  palled  Arith  apathy,  and  had 
hitherto  found  neither  in  Whig  or  Tory  any  principle  of  relief  to  their  de- 
graded and  fuffering  condition.  In  point  of  fa6t  they  had  fuffered  lefs  from 
the  family  of  Brunlwick  than  that  of  Stuart.  Hence  arofe  a dawn  of  hope 
that  their  miferies  w’ere  on  the  w^ain,  and  they  came  forward  to  addrefs  their 
new  fovereign.  This  ftep  was  not  carried  without  a confiderable  divifion  of 
the  Catholic  body;*  of  which  the  primate  fo  dexteroufly  availed  himfelf  in 
the  then  pending  eledtions,  that  on  the  24th  of  Augufl,  1727,  he  allured  the 
lord  lieutenant,  that  the  elePiojis  would  generally  go  well.  ]' 

Multifarious 

families,  and  that  none  refufed  them  but  Jacobites,  from  whofe  attempts  alone  to  breed  ditl'entions 
among  Proteftants  the  intent  of  the  a6t  was  to  provide  ; that  if  as  Papifts  they  were  before  difabled 
to  vote,  it  would  have  been  nugatory  to  call  upon  them  to  give  this  teft  of  their  loyalty,  which 
was  not  incompatible  with  their  religion  : that  if  it  had  been  the  intent  of  the  legiflature  to  exclude 
them  from  voting  at  eleftions,  they  would  have  required  a fubfeription  to  the  deelaration  or  the 
oath  of  fupremacy  : he  muft  well  have  known  that  the  refolutions  of  one  committee  on  a contro- 
verted eleftion,  was  not  even  a precedent  for  another  committee,  much  lefs  the  law  of  the  land. 

* On  the  20th  of  July,  1727,  the  primate  wrote  to  Lord  Carteret : “ I hear  this  day,  that  the 
addrefs  yefterday  prefented  by  fome  Roman  Catholics,  occafions  great  heats  and  divilions 
among  thofe  of  that  religion  here.”  (l  vol.  p.  188.) 

f It  long  has  been,  and  probably  long  will  be  a complaint,  that'the  caufe  of  the  king  and  con- 
ftitution  are  frequently  identified  with  the  corrupt  meafures  of  the  king’s  fervants.  At  this  time 
the  real  intereft  of  his  majefty,  was  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  Ireland  5 not  the  maintenance  of 
an  EngVifh  afcendancy  there,  which  had  in  view  to  keep  down  the  native  influence  of  Ireland.  “ I 
fliall  leave  it  to  your  excellency,  what  change  you  will  think  proper  to  make  in  the  lift  of  privy 
councellors  here.  Your  excellency  knows  as  well  as  any  body,  who  of  the  prefent  lift  are  ene- 
mies  to  England,  and  oppofe  the  king’s  bufinefs  on  all  occafions.  I fliall  fubmit  it  to  your 
“ excellency,  whether  it  may  be  proper  for  the  ftrengtliening  of  the  Englijh  intereft  here,  to  have 
the  prefent  archbifliop  of  Cafliell  inferted  in  the  new  lift.”  The  whole  tenor  of  this  prelate’s 
correfpondence  proves  the  fame ; and  his  editor  affures  us,  that  thefe  letters  will  ever  remain  the 
moft  authentic  hiftory  of  Ireland,  for  tlie  fpace  of  time  in  which  they  were  written  5 viz.  betw'een 
1724  and  1742,  during  which  his  grace  was  thirteen  times  one  of  the  lords  juftices.  It  is  at  length 
fitting  to  unmatk  our  prejudices,  and  pay  the  juft  tribute  to  truth  : we  can  no  longer  dilfemble, 
that  the  fyftem  of  maintaining  a foreign  afcendancy  in  Ireland,  was  a fyftera  in  no  fliape  conducive 
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^lultifarious  and  cxtenlive  were  the  grounds  of  national  difeontent  at 
tins  time  in  Ireland.  The  nation  laboured  under  grievances  that  reftrained 
commerce,  damped  agriculture,  and  checked  every  incitement  to  induftry. 
The  public  mind  ftill  rankled  at  the  attempt  of  government  to  father  Wood's 
bafe  copper  upon  them : the  odium  of  that  meafure  long  furvived  its  failure  : 
the  wretchednefs  of  the  poor,  (that  infallible  teft  of  bad  government) 
which  the  Duke  of  Grafton  had  in  1723  recommended  to  parliament  to 
relieve,  had  been  daily  encrealing;  in  the  fame  year  1723  a petition  was  pre- 
fented  from  the  woollen-drapers,  weavers  and  clothiers  of  Dublin  on  behalf  of 
themfelvcs  and  the  other  drapers,  weavers  and  clothiers  of  that  kingdom, 
praying  relief  in  relation  to  the  great  decay  of  trade  in  the  woollen  manu- 
facture,* fince  vdiich  time  no  relief  had  been  afforded : frequent  fpeeches 
from  the  throne  and  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  noticed  the 
cncreafing  poverty  of  the  nation  by  the  accumulation  of  the  national  debt: 
and  Lord  Carteret  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne  in  17‘27  virtually  acknow- 
leged  the  melancholy  and  difaltrous  fituation  of  the  nation  by  recommend- 
ing to  the  confideration  of  the  parliament  fuch  laAvs  as  might  be  neceflary 
for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  the  employment  of  the  poor  and 
the  general  good  of  the  country.f  Already  that  fcarcity;}:  began  to  be 

felt 


to  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  that  kingdom.  We  cannot  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a fyftem, 
when  we  find  this  prelate  acknowledging  his  obligations  to  Lord  Carteret  for  the  carty  care  he  took 
of  the  E/igli/h  in  Ireland  (1  vol.  p.  ISG),  and  giving  him  a folemn  pledge  of  his  paft  and  future 
fidelity  in  this  honourable  fervice.  “ I am  fenfible  of  your  goodnefs  in  acquainting  his  prefent  ma- 
“ jefty,  that  the  fupporting  of  me  here  will  be  for  his  intereft,  and  I defire  the  continuance  of  your 
“ good  offices  with  the  king.”  (Ibid.)  And  " while  the  fame  meafures  are  purfued  as  in  thelaft. 
“ reign,  we  fliall  be  all  eafy  here  : and  it  muft  be  left  to  his  majefty  to  judge  what  perfons  are  moft 
" proper  to  be  employed  in  his  fervice.”  And  “ I muft  requeft  of  your  grace  (i.  e.  Newcaftle), 
as  I have  of  his  lordfliip  (1.  e.  Carteret),  that  you  would  both  ufeyour  intereft  to  have  none  but 
“ Englilhmen  put  into  the  great  places  here  for  the  future.”  (l  vol.  p.  23.) 

* Their  petition  contains  thefe  words,  “ The  woolen  manufafture  of  this  kingdom,  wdiich  is  con- 
“ fined  to  our  confumption,  has  of  late  been  fo  confiderably  leflTened,  that  feveral  thoufand  families 
“ have  been  forced  to  beg  alms  and  charity  of  good  Chriftians,  and  a colledion  lately  made  through* 
“ out  the  whole  city  to  relieve  them  from  ftarving.”  3 Journ.  Commons,  p.  34y. 
i'  3 Journ.  Commons,  p.  4G4. 

L On  the  7 th  of  March  1727,  Primate  Boulter  wrote  to  his  Grace  of  Newcaffie  (p.  226).  “ Since 
I came  here  in  the  year  1725,  there  was  almoft  a famine  among  the  poor;  laft  year  the  dearnefs 
“ of  corn  was  fuch,  that  thoufands  of  families  quitted  their  habitations  to  feek  bread  elfewhere,  and 
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felt,  which  in  tlie  years  1728  and  1729  nearly  amounted  to  a famine.* 
Indicative  of  the  national  embarrahinents  of  Ireland  at  this  period  were 
the  indecifive  refohitions  of  the  commons,  and  the  inftitntion  of  a com- 
miffion  under  the  great  teal  for  receiving-  voluntary  fubfcriptions  in  order 
to  eftablilh  a national  bank  for  throwing  into  circulation  a quantity  of 
paper,  without  money,  trade  or  manufadtures  to  fupport  it:  and  in  the  fame 
fethon  of  parliament,  the  further  refohitions  of  the  fame  commoners  and 
their  addrefs  to  the  throne,  that  fuch  an  eftabliibment  would  be  greatly 
prejudicial  to  his  majefty’s  fervice  and  of  moft  dangerous  and  pernicious 
confequence  to  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  nation. f Under  the  like 
impreffion  of  remedilefs  calamity  did  the  commons  refolve,  though  they 
never  afted  up  to  their  refolution,  that  public  granaries  would  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  encreafmg  of  tillage  and  providing  again  ft  fuch  wants,  as 
had  frequently  befallen  the  people  of  that  kingdom,  unlefs  proper  precau- 
tions Ihould  be  taken  againft  fo  great  a calamity. 

Lord  Carteret’s  adminiftration  lafted  from  1725  to  1731,  and  fome  have 
extolled  his  leniency  to  the  indigent  Catholics  during  this  period,  in  dif- 
countenancing  the  rigorous  execution  of  the  penal  laws  againft  them.  In 
that  excefs  of  national  calamity,  he  may  have  had  the  policy  not  publicly 
to  aggravate  their  evils  by  religious  perfecution.  A real  friend  to  Ireland 
could  not  have  coalefced  with  Primate  Boulter  in  that  fyftematic  fupport  of 
the  EngUJfi  intereft;  for  that  was  afyftem  of  dividing  Ireland  within  itfelf.j: 
Fearful  of  an  effeftual  oppofition  to  a meafure  of  fuch  unjuft  fe\'erity, 
though  of  the  higheft  political  import,  not  a fyllable  in  the  fpeech  from  the 

" many  hundreds  perilhed.  This  year  the  poor  had  confumed  their  potatoes,  which  is  their  Winter 
''  fubfiftence,  near  two  months  fooner  than  ordinary,  and  are  already  through  the  dearnefs  of  corn 
“ in  that  want,  that  in  fome  places  they  begin  to  quit  their  habitations.” 

* In  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  ending  on  the  29th  of  September,  1729,  it  appears  from  the  report 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  import  of  corn  amounted  to  274,000/.  an  enormous  fum  when 
referred  to  the  fifeal  powers  of  the  kingdom  at  that  time, 
t 3 Com.  Journ.  p.  289. 

X This  is  verified  by  the  primate’s  words  in  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  on  the  1 9th  of  Ja- 
nuaryl724:  “ I find  by  my  own  and  others’  enquiries,  that  the  people  of  every  religion,  country,  and 
“ party  here  are  alike  fet  againfi  Wood’s  halfpence,  and  that  their  agreement  in  this  has  had  a very 
unhappy  influence  on  theftate  of  this  nation  by  bringing  on  intimacies  being  Papifts  and  Jacobites 
and  the  Whigs,  who  before  had  no  corrcfpondence  with  them  ; fo  that  ’tis  queftioned  whether  (if 
“ there  were  occafion)  juftices  of  the  peace  could  be  found,  who  would  be  flrid  in  difarming  Papifls.” 
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throne  could  bear  an  allufion  to  it:  no  heads  of  any  bill  tranfmitted  imported 
any  ne^v  penal  law  againft  the  Catholics : on  the  contrary,  the  lord  lieute- 
nant's fpecch  recommended  exprefsly  the  confideration  of  fuch  laws  as 
might  be  neceffary  to  be  made  for  the  encouragement  of  manufadtures  and 
the  emplo3mient  of  the  poor ; but  the  enforcing  the  execution  of  thofe  for 
j)revcnting  Popilh  priefts  and  regulars  from  coming  into  the  kingdom ; from 
which  the  nation  mull  evidently  have  been  convinced,  that  no  new  penal 
law  was  intended  to  be  ])afled  in  that  felTion  againlf  the  great  body  of  the 
Irilh  people:  and  the  more  cfpecially,  as  now  for  the  firft  time  the  lord 
lieutenant  fpoke  of  “ *the  gracious  inftances  of  his  majeftj^’s  concern  for 
“ the  happinefs  of  his  people,  and  the  good  opinion  he  had  always  had  of  the 
“ loyalty  and  affedlion  of  his  fuhjects  of  Ireland-,"  without  the  invidious 
reftriciion  of  his  majelly’s  protection,  grace  and  favor  to  his  Protefant 
fubjedls. 

The  divifion,  which  the  Roman  Catholics’  addrefs  occafioned  in  that 
body,  Aras  by  no  means  into  the  old  party-diftinction  of  Whig  and  Tory; 
it  was  formed  upon  entirely  neAV  principles  arifmg  out  of  the  then  pecu- 
liar circumilances  of  their  country.'!'  A great  part  of  that  body  began 
then  to  confider  themfelves  ln\h.-men  as  Avell  as  Irifli  Catholics-,  though 
deprived  of  molt  of  the  civil  rights,  Avhich  their  Proteftant  brethren  enjoyed, 
they  fympathifed  A\’ith  them  in  their  efforts  to  preferve  the  rights  of  Ireland, 
and  in  defiance  of  religious  differences  they  now  began  to  make  civil 
liberty  a common  caufe  Avith  their  Proteftant  brethren.  This  novel  coali- 
tion betAveen  Protefants  and  Catholics  in  fupport  and  defence  of  the  intereft 
of  Ireland,  became  formidably  alarming  to  that  party,  Avhofe  foie  miffion 
v^as  to  keep  up  an  Englilh  intereft  in  that  kingdom.  Government  forefaAV 
the  neceffary  progrefs  of  this  native  coalition  againfl  the  Englilli  intereft, 
and  at  one  bloAV  put  an  end  to  the  political  exiftence  of  at  leaft  four  fifths 
of  the  nation  by  depriving  them  of  the  nobleft  birth  right  and  invaluable 
privilege  of  the  fubjedt.;}:  Thus  Avithout  any  annunciation  of  fuch  inten- 
• tion, 

* 3 Journ.  Com.  p.  4CS. 

-j-  Of  thefe  principles,  Primate  Boulter  appears  to  have  been  fearfully  apprehenfive,  when  lie 
faid,  “ There  wants  no  accident  here  to  furnilh  a bottom  of  popularity,  every  one  having  it  always 
“ in  his  power  to  grow  popular  by  fetting  up  for  the  Irilh  in  oppofition  to  the  EngUJIi  intereft.” 
(Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Nerveajite,  l rol.  p.  54.) 

t Thus  did  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt  ufually  call  the  elective  franchife.  I have  adhered  to  this 
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tioii,  without  any  notice  to  any  of  the  parties  intereftecl,  without  even  a 
charge  or  accufation  of  guilt,  by  the  unexpe6ted  introclu6lion  of  a claufe 
into  a bill,  the  title  of  which  denounced  no  further  feverity  againft  the 
Roman  Catholics,  Av^as  a vital  ftab  given  to  the  conRitutional  rights  of  the 
bulk  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  Seci.  VII.  “ And  for  the  better  preventing 
Papifts  from  voting  in  elections,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
“ aforefaid,  that  no  Papift,  though  not  convict,  fliall  be  entitled  or  admitted 
“ to  vote  at  the  ele6tion  of  any  member  to  ferve  in  parliament  as  knight, 
“ citizen,  or  burgefs,  or  the  eledion  of  any  magiltrate  for  any  city  or  other 
“ tOAVn  corporate;  any  laAV  ftatute  or  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithftand- 
“ ing.”  This  truly  Rveeping  claufe  at  once  brutlred  off  four  fifths  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  from  any  reprefentation  in  parliament:  it  was  inferted 
by  way  of  amendment  without  notice,  without  debate,  without  council; 
thus  did  the  commons  fign  the  death  warrant  of  four  fifths  of  their 
conftituents,  Avhofe  voices  had  given  them  their  legiflative  exiftence.* 

The 

proportion  of  Proteftants  and  Catholics,  becaufe  Primate  Boulter  in  this  very  year  avowed  to  the 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  (1  vol.  p.  210.)  “ There  are  probably  in  this  kingdom  five  Tapifts  at  Icaji 
“ to  one  Protcfant.” 

* In  the  debate  upon  the  queftion  of  readmitting  the  Catholics  to  the  elective  franchife  in  the 
Irlfli  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  4th  of  February,  1793,  Mr.  Stanley,  in  reply  to  an  envenomed 
Phillippic  of  one  of  the  two,  who  oppofed  the  bill  againft  the  body  and  principles  of  the  Catholics, 
in  which  he  faid  that  they  they  had  been  prohibited  to  vote  at  a much  earlier  period  by  the  act  of 
Ann,  which  had  annexed  theoatlis  of  allegiance  and  abjuration  to  the  exewiife  of  their  eleflive  fran- 
chife, obferved,  that  this  was  an  additional  argument  againft  the  policy  of  the  act  of  George  II. 
for  if  thofe  oaths  “ were  univerfally  taken  by  Catholic  voters  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann  and 
George  I.  to  qualify  them  to  exercife  their  franchife,  as  it  is  well  known  it  was  the  fact,  their 
acquiefcence  and  taking  thefe  oaths  was  the  ftrongeft  teft  they 'could  give  of  their  attachment  to 
“ the  date,  and  ftiould  have  entitled  them  to  the  confidence  of  the  nation  : and  therefore  it  is  clear 
they  were  not  excluded  from  voting,  nor  was  it  intended  they  ftiould  be  by  thofe  oaths,  for  it 
“ was  well  known,  that  the  Catholics  voted  in  the  eleftion  of  that  very  parliament  of  George  IT. 
" which  afterwards  di.frnnchifed  them."  The  learned  member,  from  the  general  dearth  of  hiftorical 
documents,  and  probably  from  a defigned  fuppreflion  of  fa6ts  in  this  inftance,  was  obliged  to  refort  to 
the  traditionaiy  reports  of  that  aft  to  elucidate  the  hiftory  of  its  pafting.  “ It  was  faid  that  the  Catho- 
“ lies  having  by  their  intereft  voted  Lord  Dunkellin  out  of  the  county  of  Galway,  returned  his  op- 
" ponent.  Lord  Dunkellin  had  influence  enough  with  the  minifter  of  that  day,  to  introduce  that 
“ claufe  depriving  the  Catholics  of  their  franchife  into  the  aft  of  George  11.”  Me  himfelf  difere- 
dited  the  rumor,  becaufe  he  faid  that  he  had  difeovered,  that  there  was  no  Lord  Dunkellin  of  that 
day  cajiablc  of  being  a candidate  for  the  county  of  Galway.  Unwritten  reports  of  fuch  tranfaftions 
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Tlic  t\\  o grand  objects,  which  eng-roffed  the  exclufive  attentions  of  Primate 
Boidter,  wlio  might  properly  he  termed  the  Englilh  miniftcr  in  Ireland, 
were  doing  good  in  the  Chujxh  and  fiipporting  the  Englijh  mtereji,  “ A\’hich  faid 
his  grace  to  the  Archhilhop  of  Canterbury”  labours  under  great  difadvan- 
tages  in  this  country*  This  is  little  to  be  wondered  at,  Avhen  it  is  confidered 
that  the  hulk  of  the  nation  M'as  not  of  the  eftabliflied  Church,j'  nor  in  the  . 
occafion  of  participating  of  any  of  the  patronage  of  the  Englijh  interejii 
they  were  therefore  eftranged  from  any  prepoffeffions  in  the  favor  of  thefe 
twoohje6ls:  their  miferies  \vere  alleviated  by  no  fubftitution  of  favor  or 
indulgence.  The  llagnation  of  trade  and  want  of  employment  in  the  manu- 
fa<Turcs,  in  part  occalioncd  and  in  part  aggravated  the  fcarcity  of  the  years 
1728  and  1729.  The  firft  feffion  of  the  parliament  under  George  II. 

are  not  fimply  to  be  relied  on  ; but  when  they  are  fairly  canvalfed  in  all  their  bearings  upon  fa6ts, 
which  are  proved  by  undeniable  documents,  they  often  help  mainly  to  the  elucidation  of  the  hiftory 
of  thofe  times.  The  intereft  of  the  Clanrickarde  family  has  been  always  confidered  to  carry  the 
county  of  Galway,  and  if  by  the  exertion  of  the  Catholics,  another  perfon  had  been  I'eturned,  it  was 
^ ery  natural  that  Lord  Clanrickarde  and  his  fon  Lord  Dunkellin  who  had  been  called  up  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  in  17 10  fliould  have  refented  it,  and  ufed  their  endeavours  with  the  niinijlcr  of  the 
day  (i.  e.  Primate  Boulter)  to  punilli  and  revenge  themfelves  of  the  Catholics,  by  whofe  influence 
in  tlie  late  eleftion  die  rnterefl  of  that  noble  family  had  been  defeated.  They  were  the  firft  Pro- 
teflants  of  their  family,  and  then  fupporters  of  the  Englifli  intereft ; firong  reafons  for  the  Catholics 
not  fupporting  their  intereft  in  the  county  eleftionj  ftrong  reafons  for  the  primate’s  cruftiing  their 
and  all  the  Catholics  power  to  oppofe  the  Englijh  intereft  in  future.  However  inaccurate  the  report 
might  have  been  in  confounding  the  perfon  of  Lord  Dunkellin  with  the  intereft  of  Portumna,  the 
circumftances  which  are  notorious  all  combine  to  prove  the  remaining  part  of  the  report  to  be  ftriddy 
true : namely,  that  the  disfranchifing  claufe  was  introduced  by  way  of  amendment,  through  minif- 
terial  influence  for  a particular  purpofe  and  unavowed  ends.  On  one  and  the  fame  day  (9th  of 
February,  1727),  Dr.  Trotter  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  that  they  had  gone 
through  and  agreed  to  the  bill  ait//  fonie  amcndinents  (viz.  the  disfranchifing  claufe)  which  were 
alfo  read  and  agreed  to,  and  Dr.  Trotter  was  diredled  to  attend  the  lord  lieutenant  with  the  faid  heads 
of  the  bill  to  be  tranfmitted  into  Great  Britain  in  due  form.  3 Journ.  Com.  p.  522. 

* 1 Vol.  p.  175.  “ But  (faid  he)  the  fervices  I can  do  will  be  much  leffened,  if  I am  not  fup- 

“ ported  in  my  ftation.” 

t 1 Vol.  p.  205.  The  primate  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  mend  the  ftate  of  the  Church, 
“ by  getting  more  glebes,  churches,  and  chappels  of  eafe,  that  we  may  in  time  have  churches  and 
“ refident  minifters  to  anfwer  our  wants,  for  at  prefent  many  of  our  people  go  off  to  the  Papifts  or 
“ Prelbyterians  for  want  of  churches  to  repair  to.”  And  p.  223,  For  want  of  which,  inftead  of 
getting  ground  of  the  Papifts,  we  muft  lofe  to  them,  as  in  fadd  we  do  in  many  places,  the  defeen- 
“ dants  ot  Cromwell’s  officers  and  foldiers  here  being  gone  off  to  Popery.” 

which 
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Avhich  ended  in  j\Iay,  1728,  went,  over  without  oppofition:  infomuch  that 
the  lord  lieutenant,  in  clofing  the  feffion  took  an  opportunity  of  obferving,* 
that  all  the  public  bills  tranfmitted  from  thence  had  been  returned  under 
the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain;  which  diftinguilhing  inflance  of  his  majefty’s 
regard  for  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  was  one  of  the  happy  effedls  of  that 
remarkable  application  and  unanimity,  which  had  appeared  in  all  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

It  is  evident,  that  at  this  period  Ireland  was  entirely  ruled  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  an  Englijli  intereji : Primate  Boulter  who  diredled  and  fupported 
that  intereft,  admits  that  the  Catholics  were  then  in  the  proportion  of  five 
to  one  Proteftant:  but  they  were  generally  poor  and  indigent,  confequently 
the  more  fenfible  to  the  national  wants  and  calamities.  So  far  then  was 
this  great  mafs  of  the  Irhh  people  from  being  foothed  under  the  general 
fuffering,  that  they  were  furprifed  into  the  forfeiture  of  their  elective franchife, 
and  an  a6t  was  made  for  fpreventing  Papifts  praclifmg  as  folicitors;  which 
was  the  only  branch  of  the  law,  they  were  then  permitted  to  pradtice.  In 
order  to  draw  the  public  mind  from  the  confideration  of  this  new  penal 
rigor  impofed  upon  the  Catholics  in  this  hour  of  national  calamity,  the 
lord  lieutenant  fet  forth  in  the  moft  glowing  terms  of  congratulatory  folace, 
“ J his  majefty’s  gracious  condefcenfion  in  departing  from  his  own  right 
“ by  leffening  his  hereditary  revenue  for  the  eafe  of  his  fubjccls  and  encou- 


* 3 Journ.  Com.  p.  570. 

f Whilft  this  bill  was  pending,  fome  Catholics  of  Dublin  and  Coi  ke  had  fet  on  foot  a fubfcription 
to  defray  the  expenees  of  railing  an  oppolition  to  it:  when  one  Hennefy,  an  interdided  prieft, 
gave  information,  that  this  colleftion  was  made  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  in  Popery  and  the  Pre- 
tender. Upon  which  the  papers  of  thefe  gentlemen  were  feized  and  fubmitted  to  the  infpedtion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  : and  it  appears  from  their  printed  report,  that  the  whole  fum  colle6led  had 
not  exceeded  5/. : tlie  committee  however  refolved,  that  it  appeared  to  them,  that  under  eolor  of 
oppofing  heads  of  bills,  great  fums  of  money  had  been  colledled  and  raifed  and  a fund  ellabliflied  by 
the  Popilli  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom,  through  the  influenee  of  their  clergy,  highly  detrimental  to 
the  Profejlant  intereji-,  and  of  imminent  danger  to  the  prefent  happy  eftablilliment : and  therefore 
refolved  further,  that  an  humble  addrefs  lliould  be  prefented  to  the  lord  lieutenant  to  illue  his  pro- 
clamation to  all  magiftrates  to  put  the  laws  againfl:  Popery  into  execution.  Cur.  St.  of  the  Catholic 
of  Ireland,  p.  ssy.  Thiscircumftance  goes  to  prove,  that  the  claufe  for  disfranchifing  the  whole  body 
of  Catholics  was  not  in  the  heads  of  the  bill,  or  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  they  would  have  inlli- 
tuted  a coUedtion  to  oppofe  a bill,  that  affedted  every  individual  of  tlic  body  in  fo  important  a point, 
rather  than  a bill,  which  could  not  have  affedled  threefcore  of  that  defer iption, 
t 3 Journ.  Com.  p.  570. 

“ ragement 
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“ ragcmcnt  of  trade,  which  tliewed  his  majefty’s  concern  for  the  MTlfare 
“ and  happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  many  other  fignal  marks  of  his 
“ majefty's  goodnefs,  that  muft  evince  them,  that  his  majefty  had  nothing 
“ more  at  heart,  than  the  intereft  and  profperity  of  his  people.”  He  then 
enumerated  or  alluded  to  the  moft  popular  adts  patfed  in  the  feffion,  as 
the  foundation  laid  for  the  encreafe  of  tillage  fo  neceifary  in  the  country, 
the  new  advantages  given  for  the  improvement  of  the  linen  manufadlory, 
the  care  taken  for  regulating  the  alfize  of  bread,  the  eftabli filing  a fund 
for  the  M^ork-houfe,  and  for  employing  the  poor  in  the  populous  city  of 
Dublin,  the  relief  given  to  unfortunate  debtors,  the  regulations  made  for 
future  eleftions  (hy  ahoUjhing  the  right  of  t'oti}7g  in  four  jifths  of  the  nation), 
the  reducing  the  parliamentary  privileges  of  the  members  for  the  eafe  and 
benefit  of  their  fellow  fubjedts,  and  thofe  other  excellent  laivs  thep  paffed 
for  ere6ling  churches  where  they  were  moft  wanted,  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  clergy,  and  for  preferving  and  ftrengthening  the  Protefant  interejl 
of  that  kino’dom. 

O 

In  the  courfe  of  this  feffion  two  inftances  occurred  which  ftrongly  prove 
how  far  the  EngUJh  and  Protefant  interefts  were  identified*  in  the  words 
and  actions  of  the  Irifh  government. 

It  happened  that  a Mr.  Allan  Brodrick,  fon  to  the  late  chancellor  of 
Ireland  (who  held  the  fcals  from  the  ift  of  October  1714,  to  the  ift  of  Ma}-, 
1725),  had  been  made  one  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  in  England; 

* Primate  Boulter  In  giving  an  account  of  the  feffion  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  three  days  after  it 
clofed  (I  vol.  p.  ii42),  fays,  ''  As  my  lord  lieutenant  did  his  part  towards  procuring  a quiet  feffion  of 
parliament,  fo  I muft  do  that  juftice  to  the  reft  of  the  Englifli  in  power  here  to  fay,  that  we  were  not 
“ in  the  leaft  wanting  in  our  feveral  ftations  to  promote  the  fame  good.”  And  before  the  feffion  was 
over,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  oppofition  to  the  privilege  bill,  the  primate  fays : “ thegreatnefs  of  the 
oppofition  was  owing  to  the  management  of  the  Biftrop  of  Elphin  (Theophilus  Bolton  promoted 
“ to  the  fee  of  Caftiell  in  1729)  who  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  thofe  lords  and  others,  who  con- 
ftantly  oppofe  die  government  bufinefs  here,  and  by  mifreprefentations  drew  in  fome  odier  lords 
of  no  ill  intention  to  engage  their  word  and  honor  to  each  other  to  throw  out  the  bill.  His  view 
“ no  doubt  Avas  to  make  himfelf  confiderable  enough  by  being  at  the  head  of  this  ftrength  to  he 
bought  off.  One  part  of  the  pufli  he  now  made  was  to  get  all  the  lay  lords  here  to  confederate 
againft  the  biftiops,  who  vmji  always  be  depended  upon  for  doing  the  king’s  bufinefs.  But  as 
he  has  mifearried  in  his  attempt,  and  has  offended  all  fides,  fo  as  to  be  in  no  danger  of  appearing 
“ again  at  die  head  of  fo  many  lords  as  he  did  now,  I hope  his  behaviour  will  be  remembered  when 
“ he  or  his  friends  pulli  for  the  archbiftiopwrick  of  Dublin  for  him.”  {Letter  to  Lord  Townfend, 
p.  240.) 
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and  although  the  Brodericks  liad  never  been  charg-ed  with  any  afFeciion 
to  Popery  or  to  the  Pretender  (the  chancellor  had  been  appointed  to  fiicceed 
Sir  Conftantine  Phipps,  as  being  of  oppofite  principles),  though  Avell  wifliers 
to  Ireland,  yet  even  this  remote  mark  of  royal  favor  gave  fo  much  offence 
to  the  primate,  that  he  complained  in  feveral  letters  on  the  fame  day  both 
to  the  lord  lieutenant  and  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  “ that  any  thing  which 
“ looked  as  if  that  family  {the  Brodricks)  was  in  favor  in  England  might 
“ give  them  fpirit  and  engage  others  to  join  with  them  in  perplexing 
“ matters  the  approaching  feflion  of  parliament.”  And,  “ we  are  appre- 
“ henfive  it  may  give  too  much  fpirit  to  the  Brodericks  here,  and  be  made 
“ ufe  of  by  them  to  engage  others  to  obftrucl  the  king’s  bufmefs  in  parlia- 
“ ment.” 

The  famfly  of  Clanrickarde  had  conformed  to  the  eftabliflied  religion  in 
the  days  of  Queen  Ann:  and  the  head  of  that  noble  family,  in  dedicating 
his  anceflors’  memoirs  and  letters  to  King  George  the  Ild.  in  1757,  did 
not  fcruple  to  boaft  of  the  caufe,  for  which  his  family  had  fuffered.  He 
had  been  educated  at  Eton  and  Oxford,  and  was  called  to  the  upper 
houfe  by  the  title  of  Lord  Dunkellin  during  his  father’s  life,  on  the  3d  of 
Auguft,  1711,  and  upon  his  father’s  death  fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  as  the 
tenth  Earl  of  Clanrickarde  in  the  parliament  of  1725.  Fie  had  made  an 
application  to  the  king  to  be  reftored  to  all  that  had  been  forfeited  by  his 
anceflors,  who  had  at  all  times  been  confpicuous  for  their  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment to  their  fovereign,  and  the  meafure  had  been  gracioufly  affented  to  by 
his  majefly.  But  the  reverfion  of  fo  much  landed  influence  into  the  hands 
of  an  Irifli  family,  though  Proteflant,  was  confidered  by  the  Englijh  mtereji 
in  Ireland  to  contravene  their  fyflem,  which  never  could  be  long  fupported 
by  the  native  interefl  of  that  country.  A mofl  violent  oppofition  was  there- 
fore raifed  againfl  the  meafure  in  the  commons,  which  for  the  prefent 
completely  defeated  all  the  influence  of  that  noble  family  with  the  king, 
and  diverted  his  majefly  from  his  benevolent  difpofition  in  their  regard. 
They  artfully  avoided  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  noble  lord,  by  pointing 
at  his  particular  cafe,  and  formed  a refolution  upon  a broader  principle, 
“ that  the  reverfal  of  outlawries  of  perfons  attainted  of  treafon  for  tlie 
“ rebellions  of  1041  or  1688  is  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  Proteflant  intereft 
“ in  this  kingdom,  and  dangerous  to  his  majefly’s  perfon  and  the  fucceffion 
“ eftabliflied  in  his  royal  houfe.”  They  accordingly  voted  an  addrefs  to 
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his  majefty,  fetting  forth  the  dangerous  confequences  of  fuch  mifplaced 
indulgence,  "svliich  had  the  eftedl  of  withholding  for  the  prefent  his  majefty’s 
benev^olence  and  humanity.* 

Although 

* We  cannot  entertain  a very  fublime  idea  of  the  purity  of  the  loyalty  of  thofe  perfons,  who  tell 
tlieir  fovereign  that  nothing  can  fo  effeftually  make  them  ready  to  fupport  and  defend  his  right  and 
title  to  the  crown,  as  the  enjoyment  of  the  forfeited  eftates  of  the  Papifts.  The  addrefs  appears  to 
import  more  of  menace  and  intimidation,  than  the  effufion  of  genuine  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
eftablilhment ; and  the  anfwer  of  his  majefty  clearly  befpeaks  that  his  compliance  with  the  prayer 
of  the  addrefs  was  the  effedt  rather  of  compulfion,  than  inclination.  “ We  your  raajefty’s  moft 
“ dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  Commons  of  Ireland,  in  parliam.ent  affembled,  think  it  an  indifpen- 
‘‘  fible  duty,  in  this  our  firft  feffion  held  fince  your  happy  acceffion  to  the  throne,  moft  humbly  to 
“ reprefent  to  your  majefty,  that  the  reverfal  of  outlawries  of  perfons  attainted  for  the  Rebellions  in 
“ 1641  and  1688,  may  be  highly  prejudicial,  and  of  dangerous  confequence  to  your  majefty’s  facred 
perfon  and  government,  and  tlie  fuccefllon  eftablifhed  in  your  royal  houfe. 

“ We  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  many  bleflings  we  enjoy  under  your  moft  aufpicious  reign,  and  are 
" highly  pleafed  with  the  agreeable  profpedt  that  we  have,  tliat  the  benefits  of  the  Proteftant  fuccef* 
fion  will  be  continued  to  us  and  our  pofterity  by  your  majefty  and  your  royal  iflue;  and  we  aflure 
“ your  majefty  that  we  fliall  be  always  ready  to  fupport  and  defend  your  undoubted  right  and  title 
" to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms  witli  our  lives  and  fortunes,  which  nothing  can  enable  us  fo  effectually 
“ to  do,  as  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  eftates  which  have  been  forfeitures  of  the  rebellious  Irifli  Papifts, 
“ and  are  now  in  the  pofleflion  of  your  Proteftant  fubjects  of  this  kingdom. 

" We  therefore  beg  leave  to  lay  ourfelves  at  your  majefty’s  feet,  and  to  Implore  your  royal  favor 
“ and  protection  againft  any  attempts  the  Irifh  Papifts  or  their  defcendants  may  make  to  reverfe  the 
“■  outlawries  of  perfons  attainted  for  thofe  rebellions,  having  reafon  to  apprehend,  if  they  fliould 
“ fucceed,  that  they  will  not  only  endeavour  to  difturb  your  faithful  fubjects  in  the  pofleflion  of 
thofe  forfeited  eftates  they  have  purchafed,  and  now  enjoy  under  tlie  fanction  of  feveral  acts  of 
" parliament,  but  do  all  in  their  power  to  fubvert  our  happy  conftitution  in  church  and  ftatc. 

“ We  are  fully  aflured  that  your  majefty  hath  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  welfare  and  prof- 
perity  of  your  people,  and  we  rely  entirely  on  your  royal  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  that  you  will  be 
“ gracioufly  pleafed  to  difcourage  all  applications  or  attempts,  that  flrall  be  made  in  favor  of  fuch 
“ traitors  and  their  defcendants,  fo  dangerous  to  your  majefty  and  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  this 
“ kingdom.” 

Mr.  Secretary  Clutterbuck  informed  the  houfe  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  excellency  the  lord 
lieutenant  to  acquaint  the  houfe  that  his  majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  return  a moft  gracious  anfwer 
to  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe  touching  the  reverfal  of  outlawries  of  perfons  attainted  of  treafon  for  the 
rebellions  of  l(i4l  and  1688,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after  delivered  at  the  table,  and  the 
fame  was  read  again  by  Mr.  fpeaker,  and  is  as  followeth : 

“ George  R. 

“ His  majefty  has  received  with  great  pleafure  and  fatisfa61ion  the 
“ afl'urances,  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  gave  him  in  tlieir  addrefs,  of  their  zeal  and  fidelity  to 
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Although  Lord  Carteret  continued  lord  lieutenant  till  the  year  1731,  yet 
was  Ireland  properly  governed  during  that  whole  time  by  Primate  Boulter,*" 
to  whom  the  fupport  and  extenfion  of  the  Englijh  intereji  in  Ireland  was 
folely  committed.  A truft  he  effe6tually  accomplilhed,  by  paralyzing  the 
fmall  vital  relics,  that  had  been  left  more  through  fliame  than  compaffion 
to  the  great  body  of  the  Irilh  people.  From  that  quarter  indeed  he  was 
thwarted  in  none  of  his  projedls.  In  parliament,  fthe  chief  oppofition  to  any 
of  his  bills,  was  to  the  privilege  bill  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  feveral  of  whom 
that  were  embaraffed  in  their  circumftances  might  naturally  be  fuppofed 
to  be  againft  it : but  his  grace  attributed  the  greatnefs  of  the  oppofition, 
as  was  before  obferved,  to  the  management  of  the  Bilhop  of  Elphin,  Out 
of  parliament,  the  forenefs  at  the  national  calamity  became  moft  alarming 
from  the  Proteftants;  notwithftanding  the  Roman  Catholics  had  been 
additionally  aggrieved  by  new  penal  laws,  which  gave  the  death  blow  to 
their  civil  exiftence.  Within  fix  months  from  the  delivery  of  that  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  vdiich  Lord  Carteret  had  attempted  to  ^delude  the 
•people  into  imaginary  blifs  under  the  moft  pitiable  fufterings  of  univerfal 
calamity,  diftrefs,  and  oppreflion.  Primate  Boulter  in  the  private,  and  there- 
fore the  more  fincere  communications  with  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  on  the 
23d  of  November  17^8?  has  left  us  a juft  portrait  of  one  part  of  that  unfor- 
tunate kingdom;  from  which  the  greater  wretched nefs  of  the  whole  muft 
neceflarily  be  deduced.  “ I am  very  forry  I am  obliged  to  give  your  grace 

his  perfon  and  government  j and  they  may  always  depend  upon  his  majefty’s  favor  and  protedlion, 
“ and  on  his  care  and  concern  for  the  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  that  his  kingdom  3 and 
“ that  accordingly  his  majefty  will  effedlnally  difcourage  all  applications  and  attempts  that  lliall  be 
“ made  for  the  reverfal  of  outlawries  of  perfons  attainted  for  the  rebellion  in  lG4i  and  1688,  in  any 
“ cafe  that  may  affect  the  intereft  or  property  of  any  of  his  Proteftant  fubjeds  there.” 

* So  then  his  grace  exprefles  himfelf  to  Lord  Townfend  on  the  gth  of  May,  1728,  (p.  23g) 
“ On  Monday  our  feffion  ended,  which  has  gone  through  with  more  quiet  and  unanimity  than  ufual; 

and  in  which  more  ufeful  bills  have  pafled,  than  for  many  feffions  togetlier  before.  And  I hope 
“ botli  gentry  and  clergy  will  ufe  tliofe  powers  now  given  them  gradually  to  plant  religion  and  civi- 
“ lity  in  this  country.”  The  Editor  of  his  grace’s  letters  aflures  us  he  Was  the  framer  of  moft,  if  not 
all  of  thefe  bills. 

f Ibidem. 

X In  this  fpeech  (3  Journ.  Com.  p.  570.)  he  reprefents  the  people  as  ti-u/i/  fenjihle  of  the  happhicfs 
they  enjoy  i/nder  his  majcjly's  mojl  gracious  government,  and  that  nothing  could  be  more  acceptable 
to  him,  than  to  find  by  the  addreflTes  of  botli  houfes,  that  his  endeavours  for  the  public  fervice  had 
been  to  their fatisfaflion. 
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“ fo  melancholy  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  this  kingdom,  as  I fliall  by  this 
“ letter,  but  I thought  it  my  duty  to  let  his  majefty  know  our  prefent  con- 
“ dition  in  the  North.*  For  Ave  have  had  three  bad  harvefts  together  there, 
“ Avhich  has  made  oatmeal,  Avhich  is  their  great  fubfiflance,  much  dearer 
“ than  ordinary.”  His  grace  then  complains  of  American  agents  feducing 
the  people,  Avith  profpefts  of  happier  eftablifliments,  acrofs  the  Atlantic;  and 
adds,  “ they  have  been  better  able  to  feduce  people  by  reafon  of  the  necef- 
“ fities  of  the  poor  of  late.  The  people  that  go  from  hence  make  great 
complaints  of  the  oppreffions  they  fuffer  here,  not  from  the  goAXinment, 
“ but  from  their  felloAV  fubje6ts  of  one  kind  or  another,  as  well  as  of  the 
“ dearnefs  of  provifions,  and  fay  thefe  oppreffions  are  one  reafon  of  their 
“ going.”  The  primate  then  affures  the  duke,  that  3100  had  in  the  pre^ 
ceding  fummer  been  fliipped  off  from  thence  for  the  Wefl-Indies,  and  he 
draAvs  a lamentable  picture  of  the  neAV  miferies  they  voluntarily  undertake* 
to  encounter  rather  than  continue  under  the  oppreffion  they  buffered  at 
home.  One  Avould  naturally  fnppofe,  that  the  chief  of  thefe  unfortunate 
emigrants  had  been  from  that  body  of  the  people,  Avho  not  only  felt  the 
common  hand  of  oppreffion  upon  them,  but  Avho  Avere  groaning  under  an 
unprecedented  code  of  feverity,  from  Avhich  the  Prateftants  Avere  Avholly 
exempted.  Yet  continues  his  grace,  “ the  Avhole  north  is  in  a ferment  at 
“ prefent  (i.  e.  the  23d  of  November  1728),  and  people  every  day  engaging 
“ one  another  to  go  the  next  year  to  the  Weft-Indies.  The  humour  has 
“ fpread  like  a contagious  diftemper,  and  the  people  Avill  hardly  hear  any 
“ body,  that  tries  to  cure  them  of  their  madnefs.  The  ^orjt  is,  that  it  affeSts 
“ only  Prote/lants,  and  reigns  chiejiy  in  the  Noi'.th,  Avdiich  is  the  feat  of  our 

* Why  the  archbifliop  here  confines  his  duty  to  the  Norths  one  cannot  fairly  conjedture.  When 
it  was  well  known,  that  it  was  the  moft  induftrious,  manufa6luring,  and  opulent  part  of  the  king- 
dom, which  circumftances  alone  placed  it  in  their  power  to  refill  or  avoid  diflrefs  and  oppreffion  by 
means,  which  the  other  more  wretched  and  empoveriflied  parts  of  the  kingdom  were  luiable  to 
command.  For  tlie  fake  of  humanity  I am  loath  to  draw  the  conclufion,  which  an  unbiaffed  fpec- 
tator  of  this  ftate  of  Ireland  cannot  lliut  out  fromhis  mind : tliatit  was  the  ill-fated  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment at  that.time,  to  keep  up  the  E/iglijh  intereft  in  the  country  by  the  extreme  wretchednefs  and 
debafement  of  the  natives.  Though  I reluftantly  view  thefe  inhuman  principles  heretofore  a6led; 
upon  in  Ireland,  I lympathife  with  that  part  of  the  Britifti  empire,  in  the  joyful  conviiftion,  that  its 
incorporate  union  with  Great  Britain  has  eternally  clofed  that  infelicity  of  Ireland, . and  enfured 
her  again  ft  the  rueful  confequences  of  fupporting  ant/  faditiom  ajicndanci/  over  the  people  of 
IrclancL 
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“ linen  manufa6iure.  This  unfettled  ftate  puts  almoft  a ftop  to  trade,  and 
“ the  more  fo,  as  feverai,  mLo  were  in  good  credit  before  have  taken  up 
“ parcels  of  goods  on  truft  and  difpofed  of  them,  and  are  gone  off  with  the 
“ money,  fo  that  there  is  no  trade  here  but  tor  ready-  moncy.f 

It  is  lamentable  to  obferve  the  Primate  labouring  to  trace  thefe  difcontents 
even  in  the  Proteftant  Iridi  from  any  other  than  the  real  caufe.  “ We  have 
“ had  under  our  confideration  how  to  put  fome  ftop  to  this  growing  evil : we 
“ think  by  fome  old  larvs  Ave  can  hinder  money  being  carried  abroad,  and 
hop  all  but  merchants  that  haAT  not  a licenfe  from  going  out  of  the  king- 
“ dom.  By  this  poft  Ave  haA^  fent  my  lord  lieutenant  the  reprefentation  of 
“ the  gentlemen  of  the  North,  and  the  opinion  of  our  laAvyers  Avhat  can  be 
done  by  laAV  to  hinder  people  going  abroad : but  thefe  are  matters  Ave 
“ flrall  do  nothing  * in  Avithout  directions  from  his  majefty.  But  Avhatever 
“ can  be  done  by  laAV,  I fear  it  may  be  dangerous  forcibly  to  hinder  a nuin- 
ber  of  needy  people  from  quitting  us.”  As  the  Primate's  accounts  of  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  people  did  not  fupport  that  general  fenfe  of 
their  happinefs,  Avhich  Avas  fo  fulfomely  blazoned  forth  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  it  behoA^es  us  to  remark,  that  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 729  his 
grace  informed  the  duke  of  NeAvcaftlef,  that  they  tcere  iria  t'ery  had  way  there  : 
that  the  diftreflcs  of  the  North  continued;  that  fubfcriptions  had  been  fet 
on  foot  in  Dublin  to  purchafe  corn  from  JMunfter,  Avhere  it  Avas  more  plenti- 
ful and  cheaper,  and  fell  it  at  reduced 'prices  in -the  North:  that  there  had 
been  tumults  at  Limerick,  Cork,  Waterford,  Clonmel  and  other  places  to 
prcA'ent  the  corn  from  going  to  ithe  North:  that  thofe  at  Limerick  and  Cork 
had  been  the  Avorft,  Avhere  they  had  broken,  open  Avarehoufes  and  cellars,  and 
fet  Avhat  price  they  pleafed  on  provifions : . but  that  he  had  given  the  necelfary 
orders  to  fupprefs  thefe  riots.-  lie  admits,  that  the  buying  up  of  the  corn 
in  Munfter  had  greatly  raifed  tlie  markets  there:  but  that  they  A\Tre  ftill  a third 
cheaper  than  in  the  North.  His  grace  then  makes  an.obfervation,  Avhich 

* It  has  unfortunately,  for  Ireland  in  particular/  been  the  baneful  praftice  of  fome  fervants  of  the 
crown  to  forward  fyftems  of  unfound  or  corrupt  policy  to  fuch  a height,  that  they  have  been  unable 
to  check  the  evil  confequences  of  their  own  conduft.  The  refponfibility  is  then  fhifted  from  their 
own  Ihoulders  as  in  this  cafe,  upon  his  majcfty,  who  has  probably  been  adverfe  or  not  privy  to  the 
real  caufe  of  the  exitling  evil.  The  king’s  perfonal  interference  in  any  degree  whatever  can  not  by 
our  conftitution  cover  or  counteraft  the  refponfibility  of  his  miniflers. 
t i Vol.  p,  287. 
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ahvays  has  and  ever  will  be  made  in  all  cafes  of  riot  of  this  nature.  “ There 
“ is  one  refledlion  thefe  poor  wretches  have  not  made,  that  by  their  riots  the 
“ country  are  deterred  from  bringing  them  in  provifions,  which  will  make 
“ things  dearer  in  thofe  places,  than  the  exportation  they  are  fo  angry  at.” 
Government  generally  may  fecure  the  mob  from  forenefs  and  irritation;  it  ne- 
ver can  give  them  reflection  under  thofe  impreflions.  Boulter  had  given  orders 
to  the  feveral  magiftrates  and  the  judges  of  affize  to  have  the  rioters  profecuted 
and  feverely  puniflied  in  the  South.  In  the  North,  the  humour  of  going  to 
America  ftill  continued,  and  the  fcarcity  of  provifions  certainly  made  many 
quit  them;  there  were  then  feven  fliips  lying  at  Belfaft,  that  were  carrying 
off  about  1000  paffengers  thither;  and  if,  faid  his  grace,  we  kneAV  how  to 
flop  them,  as  mofl  of  them  could  neither  get  victuals  or  work  at  home,  it 
Avould  be  cruel  to  do  it.  The  diffenting  miniflers  at  this  time  prefented  a 
memorial  of  the  grievances  their  brethren  had  afligned,  as  the  caufes  in  their 
apprehenfions  of  the  great  defertion  in  the  North,  which  Avere  chiefly  the 
oppreffion  of  the  ecclefiaftical  courts  about  tythes,  the  Avhole  of  vdiich  his 
grace  denied  or  juflified  in  a fpecial  letter  to  the  Billiop  of  London.*  Another 
matter  of  complaint  A\  as  of  the  facramental  tefl;  in  relation  to  Avhich  his 
grace  told  them ; the  law^s  Avere  the  fame  in  England.  The  other  grievances 
they  mentioned  Avere  the  raifmg  of  the  rents  unreafonalily,  the  oppreffion  of 
the  juflices  of  the  peace,  fenechals  and  other  offices  in  the  country.  We 
learn  alfo,  that  the  Primate  Avas  fenlible  of  more  difcontent  from  another 
caufe,  Avhich  has  not  hitherto  been  touched  upon.  “ f I very  much  fear, 
“ (faid  his  grace  on  the  lOth  of  June,  1729)  that  notAvithflanding  all  pre- 
“ cautions,  we  are  in  danger  of  having  a troublefome  feflion,  as  the  debts  (rf 
“ the  nation  are^ery  much  encreafed  within  a few  years” 

Nothing  can  convey  a more  adequate  idea  of  the  financial  flate  of  the 
nation,  than  to  confider  the  progrefs  of  the  national  debt,  and  trace  the 
effects,  Avhich  it  gradually  produced  on  the  nation,  The  poverty  of  Ire- 
land appeared  in  the  year  1716  by  the  unanimous  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  George  I.  This  addrefs  AA^as  to  congratulate  his  majefly  on 
liis  fuccefs  in  extinguifliing  the  rebellion;  an  occafion  mofl  joyful  to  them, 
and  on  Avhich  no  difagreeable  circumflances  Avould  have  been  flated,  had  not 

* Vide  the  letter  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LVI, 
t 1 Vol.  p.  313. 
t Com.  Reftr.  p.  38. 
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trutli  and  the  neceffities  of  their  country  extorted  it  from  them.  A fmall 
debt  of  16,1061.  lls.  04d,*  due  at  Michaelmas  1715,  was  by  their  exertions 
to  flrengthen  the  hands  of  government  in  that  year,  increafed  at  Midfuramer 
1717,  to  a fum  of  91,5371.  17s.  lid.  which  was  confidered  as  fuch  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  national  debt,  that  the  lord  lieutenant,  the  Duke  of  Bolton, 
thought  it  necelfary  to  take  notice  in  'his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  that  the 
debt  was  confiderably  augmented,  and  to  declare  at  the  fame  time,  that  his 
inajefty  had  ordered  redudions  in  the  military,  and  had  thought  proper  to 
lelfen  the  civil  lift. 

There  cannot  be  a ftronger  proof  of  the  want  of  refources  in  any  country, 
than  that  a debt  of  fo  fmall  an  amount  fliould  alarm  the  perfons  entrufted 
with  the  government  of  it.  That  thofe  apprehenfions  were  well  founded, 
will  appear  from  the  repeated  diftrefles  of  Ireland,  from  time  to  time,  for 
many  years  afterwards.  In  1721,  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  the 
addrefles  to  the  king  and  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  ftate  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
the  great  decay  of  her  trade,  and  the  very  low  and  impoveridied  ftate,  to 
which  ftie  was  reduced;  that  though  the  debt  of  the  nation  Arere  no  more 
than  66,3181.  8s.  3|d.  and  Avere  in  fad  lefs  than  in  the  laft  feflion,  yet  the 
commons  thought  it  necelfary  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  give 
fuch  diredions  as  he,  in  his  great  goodnefs  Ihould  think  proper,  to  prevent 
the  increafe  of  the  debt  of  the  nation. 

The  debt  of  the  nation  in  the  enfuing  feflion  of  1725  Avas  nearly  doubled. 
In  the  fpeeches  from  the  throne  in  1727,  Lord  Carteret  takes  notice  of  our 
fuccefs  in  the  linen  trade,  and  yet  obferves  in  1729,  that  the  leA'enue  had 
fallen  ftiort,  and  that  thereby  a confiderable  arrear  Avas  due  to  the  cftablifli- 
ment.  In  the  year  1731,  there  was  a great  deficiency  in  the  public  revenue, 
and  the  national  debt  had  confiderably  increafed.  The  exhaufted  kingdom 
lay  under  great  difliculties  hy  the  decay  of  trade,  the  fcarcity  of  money 
and  the  univerfal  poA’erty  of  the  country,  which  the  fpeaker  reprefented  in 
A’ery  afleding  terms,  in  oflering  the  money  bills  for  the  royal  aflent.  For 
above  forty  years,  after  making  feveral  reftridive  laAvs  upon  the  trade  of 
Ireland,  lire  Aeas  ahvays  poor  and  often  in  great  Avant,  diftrefs,  and  mifery; 
though  the  linen  manufadures  hael  made  great  progrefs  during  that  time. 
In  the  Avar  Avhich  terminated  in  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chappelle,  fire  Avas  not 


* Com.  Reftr.  p.  38. 
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able  to  give  any  affiftance.  The  Duke  of  Devonfliire,  in  the  yeai”1741, 
takes  notice  from  the  throne,  that  during  a war  for  the  protection  of  the 
trade  of  all  his  majefty’s  dominions,  ;there  had  been  no  increafe.of  the  charge 
of  the  eftablidiment;  and  in  the  year  1745  the  country  was  fo  little  able  to 
bear  expence,  that  Lord  Chefterfield  difcouraged  and  prevented  any  aug- 
mentation of  the  army,  though  much  defired  by  many  gentlemen  of  the 
Iloufe  of  Commons,  from  a fenfe  of  the  great  danger  that  then  impended. 
An  influx  of  money  after  the  peace,  and  the  further  fuccefs  of  the  linen 
trade,  increafcd  the  national  wealth,  and  enabled  Ireland  to  reduce  by  de- 
grees, and  afterwards  to  difcharge  the  national  debt.  This  was  not  effeCled 
until  the  ill  of  March,  1754.  This  debt  was  occafioned  principally  by 
the  expences  incurred  by  the  rebellion  an  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1715: 
an  unlimited  vote  of  credit  was  then  given.  From  the  lownefs  of  the 
revenue,  and  the  want  of  refources,  not  Rom  any  farther  exertions  on  the 
part  of  the  kingdom  in  point  of  expence,  the  debt  of  l6,l061.  11s.  O^d.  due 
in  1715,  Avas  increafed  at  Lady-day  1733, 'to  371,3121.  13s.  2ld.  That  go- 
vernment and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould,  for  fuch  a length  of  time,  liave 
eonfidered  the  reduction  and  difcharge  of  this  debt  as  an  objeCl  of  fo  great 
importance,  and  that  near  forty  years  lliould  have  palfed,  before  the  conftant 
attention  and  ftriCleft  oeconomy  of  both  could  have  accompliflied  that  purpofe, 
is  a very  llrong  proof  of  the  weaknefs  and  poverty  of  Ireland  during  that 
period. 

Lord  Carteret  was  fucceeded  in  the  lieutenancy  bj'^  the  Duke  of  Dorfet: 
a man  of  amiable  private  character:  his  government  however  was  too  clofely 
managed  by  the  primate,  not  to  haA^e  created  enmity  in  Ireland  on  account 
of  his  zealous  and  fyftematic  fupport  of  the  Englijh  intereji  in  contravention 
to  the  .native  intereft  of  Ireland.  Under  this  fyflem  of  government  the 
patriot  party  acquired  fo  much  ftrength,  as  to  command  a majority  in  the 
commons  on  a molt  important  queftion.  During  the  late  admin iflration  the 
court  party  had  moved  in  ithe  commons,  that  the  fund,  Avhich  had  been  pro- 
A'ided  for  . the  payment  of  the  principal  and  intereft,  Ihould  be  .granted  to  his 
majcfty,  his  heirs,  and  •fuccelfors  for  ever ; redeemable  by  parliament.  The 
jxitriots  -inflfted  fuccefsfully,  that  it  was  unconftitutional  and  inconfiftent 
with  the  public  fafety  to  grant  it  for  a longer  term,  than  from  fcflion  to 
feffion.  An  attempt  Avas  afterwards  made  to  veft  it  in  the  croAvn  by  conti- 
jUuing  tlje  fupplics  for  twenty-one  years.  When  the  aftair  came  to  be 
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agitated,  the  firength  of  the  minifterialifts  or  court  party,  and  the  patriots  or 
country  party,  was  fo  nearly  equal,  that  the  former  loll  the  (pellion  by  a 
lingle  vote.* 

The  Duke  of  Dorfet,  who  was  naturally  humane,  and  very  fenfible  of  the 
extreme  hardlliips,  which  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  then  fuffered  from  the 
exilling  laws,  relaxed  fo  far  from  the  ufual  llile  of  addreffing  the  parliament 
on  this  fubje6l,  that  he  no  longer  recommended  it  from  the  throne  to  provide 
for  further  feverities  upon  the  Catholics ; but,  as  if  the  crown  fatiated  with 
rigor,  benignly  wiflied  to  put  a flop  to  this  iinceafmg  fyllem  of  galling  its 
faithful  fubje6ts,  though  Rill  leaving  them  to  the  mercilefs  difpolition  of  thofe, 
whofe  afcendancy  depended  upon  their  depreffion,  told  themt  that  he  Ihould 
leave  it  to  their  confideration,  whether  any  further  laws  might  be  neceffary 
to  prevent  the  growth  of  Popery,  and  to  fecure  them  againft  all  dangers  from 
the  great  number  of  PapiRs  in  that  kingdom.  The  commons  in  addreffing 
his  majeRy  did  no  more  on  this  occafion,  than  to  keep  alive  the  general  alarm 

* Tliis  patriotic  queftion  was  carried  by  the  voice  of  Colonel  Tottenham,  member  for  New  Rofs, 
who  had  ridden  poft  to  town  to  be  prefent  at  the  debate,  and  arrived  immediately  before  the  houfc 
divided.  The  great  fupporter  of  the  patriots  at  tliis  time  in  Ireland,  was  Mr.  Henry  Boyle. 
Mr.  Conolly  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  died  in  1730 : he  had  very  nnexpedtedly  rifen 
to  this  exalted  ftation  : and  at  firft  was  under  a fort  of  neceffity  to  temporize  with  the  men  in 
power,  to  whofe  influence  he  owed  his  rife:  and  he  frequently  fo  far  complimented  his  patrons,  as 
to  concur  in  things  he  did  not  approve  of,  in  order* to  keep  up  his  interefl:  with  the  court ; how- 
ever when  once  the  patriot  interefl,  to  which  he  naturally  inclined,  had  been  eftabliflied  in  par- 
liament on  a firm  and  refpe6lable  footing,  he  added  to  it  his  fupport,  and  ever  after  afted  up  to 
it  even  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  court  or  Englifli  interefl.  On  Mr.  Conolly's  death,  the  patriots 
generally  looked  up  to  Mr.  Boyle  as  the  pcrfon  moft  worthy  of  filling  this  important  office:  he 
in  the  fincere  fervor  of  his  primitive  patriotifm,  regarding  preferment  only  as  a more  efficient 
mean  of  ferving  his  country,  reminding  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Conolly’s  frequent  declarations,  that 
Sir  Ralph  Gore  was  a proper  perfon  to  fuccecd  him  in  the  chair,  propofed  Sir  Ralph  Gore,  wliofe 
perfonal  merits  eminently  qualified  him  for  that  ftation;  and  he  was  eledted  fpeaker:  but  he  did 
not  fill  the  chair  two  years.  Upon  his  death  in  1732,  Mr.  Boyle  was  eledted  to  the  honorable 
fituation,  which  he  filled  with  dignity  and  uprightncfs  for  many  years.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was 
fo  convinced  of  tlie  powerful  interefl  Mr.  Boyle  commanded  in  the  Irilli  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  he  had  previoufly  to  his  eledtion  to  tire  chair,  declared,  that  he  was  a man  of  as  much  penetra- 
tion as  interefl,  and  that  whatever  fcheme  he  was  adverfe  to,  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  carry  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland:  and  although  that  minifter  ever  looked  upon  Mr.  Boyle  with  an 
envious  eye,  yet  he  generally  fpoke  of  him  in  his  facetious  humour  as  the  King  of  the  IriJJi  Com~ 
mons. 

t 4 Journ,  Com.  p.  9. 
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whicli  the  number  of  Papifts  mud  at  all  times  give  to  his  loyal  Proteftant 
fubjefls,  and  enfuring  to  his  majefty  their  bell  endeavours  to  prevent  all 
dangers,  which  might  arife  from  the  Papifts  to  the  government  or  peace  of 
the  kingdom.  At  the  opening  of  the  parliament  in  1733,  his  Grace  of  Dor- 
fct  again  relapfed  into  the  ancient  dyle,  by  calling  upon  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  tofecure  firm  union  amongst  all  Protefants,  who  have  one  common 
intcrefi  and  the  fame  common  enemy.  This  however  appears  to  have  been 
preparatory  to  a meafure,  which  had  met  with  the  confent  of  the  Britidi 
cabinet,  though  it  had  not  been  fo  drongly  recommended  to  the  Irilli  go- 
vernment, as  to  endue  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  fupporters  of  the 
Englijh  intereji  in  carrying  it.  It  appears  alfo,  that  the  patriots  were  not 
then  difpofed  to  that  meafure  of  toleration,  in  favor  of  the  Protedant  Dif- 
fentcrs,  vdiich  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  had  it  in  his  indruftions  to  propofe:  and 
Avhich  from  the  decifive  oppodtion,  that  was  prepared  againd  the  meafure, 
the  government  thought  proper  to  drop.  It  may  however  be  drongly  fur- 
mifed,  that  Primate  Boulter’s  difmclination  to  the  repeal  of  the  ted  in  favor 
of  the  Didenters  may  have  magnified  the  oppofition  to  it  in  his  own  eyes, 
and  exaggerated  it  to  the  Britilli  minider,  in  order  to  enfure  the  dropping 
of  the  meafure  in  the  fird  indance  or  its  failure  in  the  lad.f  The  honorable 

tedimony 


* 4 Journ.  Com.  p.  70. 

f In  order  that  the  candid  reader  may  judge  of  the  archjaifhop’s  earneftnefs  to  fecond  thefe  in- 
flructions  from  England,  I lay  before  him  his  grace’s  account  of  the  tranfaftion  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle. 

My  Lord,  Dublin,  Dec,  18,  1733. 

AS’an  affair  of  great  confequence  is  juft  over  with  us,  I mean  the 
" puftr  for  repealing  the  teft  in  favor  of  the  Diftenters,  I thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  grace 
how  that  affair  ftands. 

When  my  lord  lieutenant  firft  came  hitlier  this  time,  he  let  the  Diffenters  and  others  know, 
“ that  he  had  inftrudtions,  if  it  could  be  done,  to  get  the  teft  repealed,  and  he  has  fince  fpoke  to  all 
” any  ways  dependant  on  the  government  as  well  as  to  others,  whom  he  could  hope  to  influence,  to 
“ difpofe  them  to  concur  with  the  defign,  and  fo  have  others  done  that  have  the  honor  to  be  in  his 
“ majefty 's  fervice.  But  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  it  was  not  proper  to  bring  that  affair  into 
“ either  houfe  of  parliament  till  the  fupply  was  fecured.  However  as  the  defign  could  not  be  kept 
“ fecret,  and  as  the  Diffenters  fent  up  agents  from  the  nortli,  to  folicit  the  affair  among  the  mem- 
bers  of  parliament,  it  foon  occafioned  a great  ferment  both  in  the  two  houfes  and  out  of  them, 
“ and  brought  a greater  number  of  members  to  town  than  is  ufual.  There  came  likewife  many  of 
“ tlie  clergy  from  the  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  oppofe  the  defign,  and  a pamphlet  war  was  car- 
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teftimony  M'hich  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  rendered  in  the  next  year,  when  he  was 
about  to  quit  the  government  of  Ireland,  to  the  peaceable  and  fteady  con- 

''  ried  on  for  and  againft  repealing  the  teft,  in  which  thofe  who  wrote  for  it  fliewed  the  greateft 
temper.  And  thus  the  perfons  who  came  to  town  to  oppofe  it,  by  degrees  heated  one  another, 
and  vifibly  gained  ground,  and  the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  by  adjourned  calls 
of  the  houfe  kept  in  town. 

“ There  were  daily  reports  fpread,  that  the  bill  would  be  brought  in  fuch  or  fuch  a day  j and  fome 
in  the  oppolition  gave  out,  they  would  move  for  it,  that  the  point  might  be  decided  one  way  or 
“ anotlier:  till  at  length  after  much  impatience  tliewn  on  the  occalion,  on  this  day  fe’nnight  a very 
“ unufual,  and  I think  unparliamentary,  motion  was  made,  that  after  the  next  Friday,  the  houfe 
would  neither  receive  bills  nor  heads  of  bills  for  repealing  any  parts  of  the  a6ts  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  Popery,  in  one  of  which  the  facramental  oath  is  enadled.  There  was  fome  oppofition 
“ made  to  the  Ihortnefs  of  the  time,  and  the  next  Monday  moved  for,  but  the  warmth  of  the  houfe, 
“ which  was  a very  full  one,  againft  any  further  delay,  and  indeed  againft  any  repeal  of  the  teft, 
“ appeared  fo  great  and  fo  general,  that  it  was  thought  moft  prudent  not  to  divide  about  that  refolu- 
tion.  And  upon  confidering  what  tlien  appeared  to  be  the  fenfe  of  much  the  greater  part  of  tlie 
“ houfe,  and  what  was  found  to  be  the  difpofitlon  of  the  members  by  talking  with  them,  it  was 
concluded  at  a meeting  at  the  caftle  on  Wednefday  morning,  and  another  on  Thurfday  morning, 
where  fome  of  the  agents  for  the  Diflenters  were  prefent,  to  be  moft  for  the  credit  of  the  go- 
“ vernment  and  peace  of  the  kingdom,  not  to  pufh  for  a thing  which  plainly  appeared  imprafti- 
''  cable : and  it  was  drought  a very  dangerous  ftep  to  unite  a majority  of  the  houfe  in  oppofition 
“ to  the  intentions  of  the  government,  ftnce  it  was  not  fo  certain  when  fuch  an  union  might  be 
diflblved.  And  at  a meeting  of  feveral  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  were  difpofed 
to  repeal  die  teft,  it  was  agreed,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  it  would  be  wrong  to  pufli 
“ for  a thing  diat  would  certainly  mifcarry.  Whilft  this  affair  has  been  depending,  there  have 
“ been  great  heats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  a more  than  ufual  obftrufdon  of  public  bufinefs, 
” and  the  Houfe  of  Lords  has  had  their  ftiare  in  their  coming  to  fome  refolutions  though  not  on 
” this  fubjeft,  which  would  fcarce  have  been  carried  or  moved  at  another  time.  And  I am  fully 
“ of  opinion,  that  though  the  repeal  had  paffed  in  the  commons,  it  would  have  mifcarried  among 
the  lords  : but  I hope  now  this  uneafinefs  and  handle  of  difcontent  is  over,  things  will  gradually 
" cool  and  return  to  their  former  courfe.  I find  fome  of  the  Dilfenters  now  fay,  the  thing  ought 
“ to  have  been  tried  fooner  in  the  fefiion,  but  as  I mentioned  before,  it  was  the  opinion  of  his 
“ raajefty's  fervants,  that  the  fupplies  ought  to  be  fecured  before  any  danger  was  run  of  railing 
“ heats  in  the  houfe : and  befides  in  the  method  of  our  parliament,  no  bill  can  be  carried  by  fur- 
“ prize,  becaufe  though  the  heads  of  a bill  may  be  carried  on  a fudden,  yet  there  is  time  for  a party 
“ to  be  gatliered  againft  it,  by  that  time  a bill  can  pafs  the  council  here  and  be  returned  from 
England,  when  it  is  again  to  pafs  through  botli  houfes  for  their  approbation  before  what  has  hap- 
pened  here  will  probably  the  lefs  furprize  your  grace,  becaufe  the  archbifhop  of  Dublin  in  Lon- 
" don  acquainted  the  miniftry,  that  fuch  a repeal  could  not  pafs  here,  which  has  been  my  opinion 
“ from  the  beginning  of  this  feflion.  This  I am  fine  of,  that  all  prefent  in  the  fervice  of  the  crown 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  pufii  ought  not  to  be  made,  where  there  was  no  probability  of  fuccefs.” 
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du6l  of  the  IiRh  nation,  ought  to  be  recorded.*  I think  myfelf  happy, 
“ faid  his  grace,  that  on  return  to  his  majefty’s  royal  prefence,  I can  juftly 
“ reprefent  his  people  of  Ireland,  as  moll  dutiful,  loyal,  and  affeflionate 
“ fubje<5ls.” 

The  Duke  of  Dorfet  was  fucceeded  in  the  lieutenancy  by  the  Duke  of 
Devonlliire,  whofe  adminihration  was  the  longell  and  moft  quiet  of  any, 
fince  the  acceffion  of  the  Hanover  family.  His  Grace  was  wholly  devoted 
to  the  councils  and  influence  of  the  primate,  who  died  in  that  adminillra- 
tion.f  No  lord  lieutenant,  fince  the  firll  Duke  of  Ormond,  had  difplayed 
fuch  pomp.  Rate,  and  luxury  as  the  Duke  of  Devonlliire:  no  one  had  ever 
applied  fo  much  of  his  perfonal  patrimony  to  the  gratification  or  advantage 
of  the  Irifli  nation  and  upon  the  whole,  his  adminiRration,  without  being 
brilliant  or  glorious,  had  the  negative  merit  of  not  having  been  turbulent, 

* 4 Journ.  Com.  p.  152. 

-j-  So  the  primate  expreffes  himfelf  to  this  nobleman  on  the  28th  of  April,  1737  : — The  great 
“ charader  your  grace  has  from  every  body,  fatisfies  me  we  lhall  be  happy  under  your  adminiftra- 
tion,  if  it  be  not  our  own  fault.  I have  made  it  my  endeavour  to  ferve  his  majefty  faithfully 
“ here,  and  thall  always  labour  to  promote  his  interell  and  honor,  and  the  profperity  of  his  fub- 
jedtsj  and  am  glad  that  I and  the  other  lords  juftices  have  been  rightly  reprefented  to  your  grace 
“ on  that  head  : and  I dare  anfwer  for  them,  as  well  as  myfelf,  that  we  lhall  do  our  utmoft  to  make 
“ your  adminiflration  here  cafy.  Befide  thofe  publick  letters  you  are  pleafed  to  encourage  us  to 
“ write,  there  will  be  occafions  when  it  may  be  for  the  fervice  of  his  majefty,  and  ihe  good  of  this 
“ kingdom,  that  I fliould  give  your  grace  an  account  of  my  particular  fenfe  of  affairs,  which  I 
“ hope  you  will  allow  me  the  liberty  to  write  to  your  grace.  I can  promife  that  I will  never 
“ knowingly  miffead  you,  and  your  grace  will  always  be  judge  of  what  I propofe.”  Upon  which 
the  editor  of  the  primate’s  letters  informs  us,  that  “ his  grace’s  adminiftration  was  the  happieft, 
” the  longeft,  and  perhaps  the  moft  ufeful  tliat  was  ever  known  in  Ireland  fince  the  Houfe  of 
“ Hanover  came  to  the  crown,  which  was  greatly  owing  to  the  confidence  he  placed  (advifed  fo 
“ to  do  by  his  good  friend  Sir  Robert  Walpole)  in  my  lord  primate.  My  lord  primate  died  in  this 

adminiftration,  but  had  gone  through  three  feflions  of  parliament  without  lofing,  as  it  is  beft 

“ remembered,  a fingle  government  queftion.  But  at  the  fame  time  this  is  obferved,  be  it  alfo 

" rccolle6ted,  that  his  Grace  of  Devouftiire  did  greatly  ftrengthen  his  own  hands,  and  by  that 

“ means  thofe  of  the  government,  by  a double  alliance  in  marriage  with  the  powerful  family  of 
Ponfonbyj  who  then  had  great  weight,  and  now  are  of  ftill  greater  confequence  in  that  king- 
“ dom.  This  alliance,  no  doubt,  contributed  to  make  things  go  eafy  again,  as  it  did  afterwards 
during  the  Ihort  adminiftration  of  that  amiable,  moft  worthy,  and  truly  noble  pcrfonage  the  lafl: 
“ Duke  of  Devonlliire.” 

i At  his  own  private  expences  he  built  the  Quay  in  Dublin,  which  bears  the  name  of  Devonjhire 
Qua)/,  in  grateful  remembrance  of  this  benefa6tor  to  the  Irilh  nation. 
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As  it  is  unqueftionable,  that  the  admin iftration  of  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire 
was  entirely  carried  on  by  the  direction  of  the  primate,  it  materially  affects 
the  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  to  afcertain  the  fpirit  and  principles  of  that  govern- 
ment, by  which  Ireland  then  was  ruled.  In  Avriting  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
caftle  about  the  redu6lion  of  the  gold  coin,  the  primate  obferves,  that  he  had 
in  a particular  manner  been  ill  ufed  on  this  occafion,  and  that  raonhrous 
Rories  had  been  fpread  about  to  enrage  the  people.*  At  this  remote  diftance 
from  the  a6tion  of  Primate  Boulter’s  principles  upon  the  people  of  Ireland, 
reprefented  by  their  parliament,  the  impartial  obferver  will  necelfarily  con- 
clude, that  every  Irifliman  who  confidered  or  felt  the  independence  of  his 
country,  would  refill  the  fundamental  pofition  laid  down  by  that  political 
prelate,  that  the  council  in  Ireland^  Avhofe  fpecial  miifion  Avas  to  keep  up  the 
Englhh  intereft  there,  by  the  conftitution  had  a power  to  check  the  proceedings 
both  of  the  lords  and  commons.  As  perfecution  and  harflmefs  Avere  agreeable 
neither  to  King  George  the  Second,  nor  to  his  then  favorite  miniller  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  had  enjoyed  fome  feAV  years  of 
relative  indvdgence,  Avhich  was  ill  relithed  by  the  primate,  as  in  his  ideas  it 
had  produced  fo  much  infolence  in  that  body,  and  there  was  fo  general  a 

* 2 Vol.  p.  242.  It  is  poffible  (laid  his  grace,  in  1737),  fome  difcontented  people  may  en- 
deavour  to  bring  the  affair  into  parliament,  and  make  fome  reflefling  votes  on  the  council  here, 
“ which  by  our  conftitution  has  a power  to  check  the  proceedings  of  both  lords  and  commons,  I 
“ think  they  will  not  be  able  to  carry  any  vote  on  that  point  j but  if  they  do,  I am  fure  the  only 
“ check  here  on  their  heat  at  any  time  will  be  taken  away,  except  his  majefly  is  pleafed  to  fupport 
‘‘  the  council.  In  the  whole  affair  I am  fatisfied,  the  aim  of  feveral  is  to  deprefs  the  Englilh 
” intereft  here,  which  the  more  fome  labour  to  deprefs,  the  more  neceffary  will  it  be  to  fupport 
“ it  here  by  his  majefty’s  authority.  As  for  myfelf  I make  no  difficulty  of  retiring,  if  it  may  be  of 
any  ufe,  and  indeed  have  of  late  been  fo  ill  ufed  in  this  affair-,  that  nothing  but  his  majefty’s 
fervice  ftiould  hinder  me  from  retiring.  The  heats  of  this  town  begin  to  cool,  and  would  have 
“ been  over  by  this  time,  if  they  had  irot  been  artfully  kept  up  for  a handle  to  another  place.”  ( Let- 
ter to  the  Duke  of  Newcajlle,  September  2Qth,  1737.)  The  editor  of  Primate  Boulter’s  letters 
affures  us,  that  fuch  a malignant  fpirit  had  been  railed  on  this  occafion  by  Dean  Swift  and  the 
bankers,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  lodge  at  the  primate’s  houfe  an  extraordinary  guard  of  fol- 
diers.  On  no  occafton,  however,  were  the  Catholics  to  be  fuppofed  innocent  of  any  mifcondudl 
that  happened  in  Ireland.  It  was  certainly  a fingular  combination  of  the  moft  heterogeneous 
interefts,  to  which  the  primate  attributed  this  oppofition  to  the  will  of  the  Enghfti  cabinet  in 
Ireland.  In  this  fame  letter  the  archbifliop  hints,  that  the  heats  were  artfully  kept  up  by  Dean 
Swift  and  by  the  management  of  the  bankers  and  remitters,  and  the  whole  Popilli  party  there,  and 
that  tlie  affair  occafioned  a great  deal  of  heat. 
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difpofition  amongft  Proteftants  and  Papifts  to  infult  magiftrates  for  doing 
their  duty,  that  they  thought  it  proper  for  preferring  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try, to  profecute  any  perfon  indiffertntly  that  demanded  fatisfadlion  of  any 
magiftrate  for  putting  the  laws  in  execution.*  No  argument  can  fo  con- 
clufively  refute  the  charges  inceffantly  urged  from  this  fide  of  the  water 
againfl;  the  Irifli  for  being  by  difpofition  turbulent  and  favage,  by  principle 
inimical  to  England,  and  by  religion  difloyal  to  a Protellant  fovereign,  than 
the  fimple  fa6l,  that  Ireland  raifed  not  an  arm  agaiuft  the  government,  when 
an  extenfive  and  unfuccefsful  war  on  the  Continent,  the  countenance  of  a 
young  Pretender  to  the  Britifli  throne,  and  the  abfence  of  a compulfory 
armed  foree  from  Ireland,  difplayed  the  moll  feducing  incitements  to  dif- 
order,  difaifedtion,  and  rebellion,  if  their  roots  exilled  in  the  land.  It  was 
then,  Avith  notorious  truth,  that  the  Duke  of  Devonfliire  fo  frequently  in 
his  fpeeches  to  parliament  during  this  time  congratulated  them  upon  the 
grateful  and  happy  necelfity  he  was  under,  of  reporting  favorably  to  his 
majefy  upon  the  affection,  zeal,  and  loyalty  of  his  Irifli  fubje6ls. 

Loud  and  vehement  as  were  the  cries  and  exertions  againft  Popery  and 
Papifts  in  Ireland,  yet  it  is  impoffible  for  any  temperate  man  not  to  fee,  that 
they  arofe  out  of  no  other  principle  than  that  of  felf-intereft.  Lord  Clan- 
carty  had,  it  appears,  under  the  Duke  of  Devonflihe’s  adminiftration,  ob- 
tained the  co.nfent  of  the  Britifli  cabinet,  that  a bill  fliould  be  brought  into 

* Letter  to  (he  Duke  of  Devonfliire,  2 vol.  p.  227.  It  certainly  is  a conclufive  avowal,  that 
profecutions  were  not  before  that  time  carried  on  indiflerently  in  Ireland,  when  the  firfl:  mi- 
jaifter  of  national  juftice  makes  a defperate  and  forced  threat  of  adniinitlering  it  indifferently  for  the 
‘peace  of  the  country.  His  grace  had  before  this  artfully  prepared  the  public  mind  for  this  new  and 
extraordinary  adminiftration  of  indifferent  juftice,  by  the  lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech  at  the  clofe  of 
the  parliament  of  tliatyear.  (4  Journ.  Com.  p.  280.)  “ I have  nothing  particular  to  recommend 

“ to  you  upon  your  return  to  your  feveral  countries,  being  well  tatisfied  that  you  will  in  your  re- 
“ fpedive  ftations  put  the  laws  ftri(5tly  and  impartially  in  execution,  encourage  an  hearty  union 
" amongft  Proteftants,  and  difcountenance  and  punllh  prophanenefs  and  immorality.  I need  not 
" mention  to  you,  that  your  maintaining  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  a due  fubmiflion  to  the 
" magiftrate,  will  be  tlie  fureft  means  to’preferve  the  public  peace  and  tranquillity.”  The  laws 
which  were  thus  recommended  to  be  put  in  execution,  were  well  underftood  at  tliat  time  to  be  the 
Popery  law's,  and  thus  by  artfully  fubftituting  the  general  words  prophanenefs  and  immorality  for  the 
appropriate  word  Popery,  which  thofe  laws  were  framed  to  punifli  and  perfecute,  this  intriguing 
prelate  acquired  a plauftble  reafon  for  extending  bis  favorite  lyftem  of  rigor  to  tliofe  Proteftants, 
who  difcountenanced  the  Popery  law's  and  oppofed  the  EngHjh  intercjl^  as  nbjefts  of  more  rancor 
and  deteftalion  to  his  grace  than  even  the  Papifts  therafelves. 
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the  Irilli  parliament  for  the  reverfal  of  his  attainder,  M’hich  paffed  for  his 
adhering  to  the  caufe  of  King  James  in  1688.  Flis  eftates,  which  had  been 
confequently  forfeited,  were,  according  to  Primate  BoultePs  account,  then 
of  the  annual  value  of  60,000/.  and  the  report  of  fuch  a meafure,  together , 
with  the  reflexions  made  upon  the  confequences  of  fuch  a precedent,  threw 
the  Proteftant  landholders  into  the  greatefl  alarm  and  fermentation.*  In 
proportion  as  they  were  attached  to  the  poffeffion  of  the  Catholics  lands, 
they  were  vehement  in  decrying  the  principles  and  tenets  of  the  Catholic 
religion.  It  had  the  effeX  to  fliarpen  the  edge  of  the  law,  by  more  rigorous 
execution,  and  of  encreafmg  the  acrimony  of  the  Irifli  government  againft 
the  body  of  Catholics,  notwithftanding  their  unfliaken  loyalty  and  exem- 
plary conduX.  The  nature  of  this  alarm  appears  from  the  refolutions  of  the 

* 2 Boulter,  p.  152. 

To  the  Bijhop  of  London. 

My  Lord,  Dublin,  gth  of  February,  1735. 

THE  bearer  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cox,  one  of  a very  good  family  here,  and  of  a fair 
charadter.  He  goes  over  to  England  to  oppofe  tlie  reverting  of  the  Lord  Clancarty’s  attainder,  if 
any  fuch  thing  Ihould  be  attempted  this  feffion.  He  is  in  potfeffion  of  400l.  per  annum,  part  of  the 
Clancarty  eftate,  which  his  father  bought  under  the  faith  of  two  Engliih  a6ts  of  parliament,  the 
Iritli  Truftee  A6t,  and  a particular  a<5t  obtained  by  the  Hollow  Sword  Blade  Company,  who  had 
bought  great  eftates  here  of  the  trutlees,  to  make  good  the  titles  of  thofe,  who  purchafed  under  them. 
He  will  be  bed  able  to  give  your  lordthip  an  account  of  thefe  feveral  a6ls.  But  as  not  only  he,  but  great 
numbers  of  Proteftant  purchafers,  who  have  improved  the  Clancarty  eftate  to  near  6o,000l.  per  an- 
num, tliink  they  may  be  affeded  by  fuch  a reverfal,  I need  not  tell  your  lordthip  what  a fennent 
the  difeourfe  of  it  has  occalioned  in  tliofe  parts  where  the  eftate  lies.  But  I muft  further  add,  that 
as  probably  two-thirds  of  the  eftates  of  Pi'oteftants  here  were  Popilli  forfeitures  originally,  the  un- 
cafinefs  is  univerfal,  lince  they  think  if  the  attainder  of  any  family  be  reverfed  now,  another  family 
may  at  another  time  obtain  the  fame  favour ; and  another  at  anotlier  feafon ; for  that  no  pofteflbr  of 
fuch  foi’feited  eftate  can  tell  how  long  he  or  his  may  continue  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  what  they 
have  bought  under  the  faith  of  Englifli  a6ts  of  parliament,  and  on  the  improvement  of  which  they 
have  laid  out  their  fubftance.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  here  have  reprefented  their  fenfe  of  this 
matter  to  his  majefty,  as  the  Houfe  of  Lords  did  two  or  three  fefti on s ago,  to  which  they  then 
received  a moft  gracious  anfwer,  which  was  the  reafon  they  did  not  addrefs  now.  As  a ftep  of 
this  nature  would  give  great  uneafinefs  to  his  rhajefty’s  Proteftant  fubjeds  here,  I defire  your  lord- 
fliip  would,  where  you  judge  it  proper,  reprefent  the  importance  of  the  cafe.  I have  wrote  a letter 
on  this  fubjeft  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  fent  it  by  the  fame  hand, 

I am. 

My  Lord,  &c.  &c. 
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commons  at  the  end  of  the  year  1730,*  nearly  four  years  after  his  majefty 
had  in  the  year  1733  alfured  them,  in  anfwer  to  their  former  addrefs,  that  his 
majefty  would  always  difcourage  any  application  or  attempt,  that  might  be 
made  for  the  reverfal  of  outlawries  of  perfons  attainted  for  the  rebellions  in 
1641  and  1688,  in  any  cafe  that  might  afte6i:  the  intereft  or  property  of  any 
of  his  Proteftant  fubjedls  there.  This  flill  proves,  that  there  was  an  intereft 
in  the  Irilli  cabinet,  not  in  unifon  with  all  the  didates  of  the  Britilli  cabinet : 

* 1 Jouin.  Com.  p.  336.  Lund.  I8th  of  February,  17S9.  Mr.  Pigot  reported  from  tlie  com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  petition  of  thofe,  whole  names  are.thereunto  fub- 
fcribed,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  a great  number  of  other  Proteftant  purchafers  of  the  late 
forfeited  eftates  in  the  county  of  Cork,  or  deriving  under  them,  and  interefted  in  the  laid  eftates, 
that  they  had  come  to  feveral  refolutions  in  the  matter  to  them  referred,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  tire  table,  where  fame  were  again  read,  and  are  as  follows  ; 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  tlie  petitioners  hav'e  fully  proved  the 
allegations  of  their  petition. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  feventy-eight  fuits  have  been  already  com- 
menced againft  the  petitioners,  and  other  Proteftants,  for  the  recovery  of  lands  forfeited  by  the 
horrid  Rebellion  of  1688,  and  purchafed  by  them,  or  their  anceftors,  under  the  fandtion  of  feveral 
adts  of  parliament,  and  that  the  laid  fuits  have  been  greatly  expenfive  and  vexatious  to  the  perfons 
fo  fued, 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  any  attempt  to  difturb  the  Proteftant  pur- 
chafers of  the  eftates  forfeited  in  the  years  i64l  and  1688,  in  peaceable  and  quiet  pofleflion  of  their 
juft  and  legal  properties  under  fuch  purchafes,  will  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  his  majefty’s 
perfon  and  government,  tlie  fucceflion  in  his  royal  houfe,  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Proteftant 
intereft  of  this  kingdom,  and  contrary  to  feveral  adts  of  parliament  made  and  provided  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  fuch  Proteftant  purchafers. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall  promote, 
encourage,  or  aflift  any  perfon  or  perfons  in  carrying  on  the  faid  fuits,  will  thereby  endeavour  to 
leflen  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  this  kingdom,  and  difcourage  his  majefty’s  loyal  Proteftant  fubjedls 
from  making  fettlements  or  improvements  therein. 

The  firft  and  fecond  refolutions  being  read  a fecond  time,  were  agreed  to  by  tlie  houfe,  nemint 
contradicente. 

The  third  refolution  being  read  a fecond  time,  was,  with  an  amendment  thereunto,  agreed  unto 
by  the  houfe,  nemine  contradicente,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Refolved,  That  any  attempt  to  difturb  the  Proteftant  purchafers  of  the  eftates  forfeited  in  the 
years  1641  and  1688,  in  their  peaceable  polfetlion  of  their  juft  and  legal  properties  under  fuch  pur- 
chafes, will  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government,  the  fucceflion  in 
his  royal  houfe,  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  this  kingdom,  and  derogatory 
from  the  parliamentary  fecurity,  under  which  fuch  Proteftants  have  purchafed. 

Then  the  laft  refolution  of  the  committee  being  read  a fecond  time,  was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

the 
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the  former  however  prevailed  on  this  occafion,  and  the  attainder  of  Lord 
Clancarty  was  not  reverfed.* 

Several  caufes  combined  to  prote61;  the  Irifli  Catholics  at  this  time,  from 
being  expofed  to  frefli  rigor  or  perfecution;  the  perfonal  feelings  of  the 
fovereign,  the  politieal  views  of  the  Englith  miniftry,  the  humane  difpofition 
of  the  Duke  of  Devonfliire,  all  confpired  in  a fyftem  of  leniency  and  mode- 
ration, as  heft  calculated  to  enfure  the  affedion  of  the  Irifli  nation,  when 
it  was  well  known,  that  the  agents  of  the  abdicated  family  of  Stuart  were 
bufily  employed  in  raifing  partizans  within  the  Brititli  empire,  and  Great 
Britain  was  engaged  in  a mod  important  and  unfuccefsful  v^ar  on  the  con- 
tinent : and  notwithftanding  the  feverity  of  the  laws  againft  Catholics 
bearing  arms  either  by  land  or  fea,  the  Britifli  government  had  in  defiance  of 
the  law,  been  neceffitated  fecretly  to  recruit  both  the  army  and  navy  of  Great 
Britain  from  the  fertile  nurfery  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland;  and  it  is  obvious, 
that  in  a moment  of  fuch  preffing  urgency,  it  would  have  been  the  extremity 
of  raflmefs  to  indifpofe  the  Irifli  people  from  enlifting  in  the  army  and  navy 
of  Great  Britain.  In  the  year  1745,  under  the  adminiftration  of  Mr.  Pel- 
ham, who  had  fucceeded  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  Britifli  government  being 
embarraffed  not  only  by  the  lofs  of  the  noted  battle  of  Fontenoy,  but  by  the 
landing  of  the  young  chevalier  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  who  was  imme- 
diately joined  by  many  of  the  northern  clans,  mod  wifely  appointed  the 


* This  nobleman  fenfibly  refented  the  irrefolution  of  the  Englifli  miniflry  in  not  carrying  into  ef- 
feft  their  proraifes  and  engagements  for  palling  this  meafure  j on  this  account  M'Allifter,  in  his  letters, 
(p.  15)  obferves,  that  he  conlidered  himfelf  ill  ufed  by  the  miniftry  of  England,  and  therefore  re-' 
quired  but  a very  llender  invitation  to  join  in  any  enterprife,  that  in  his  opinion  might  diftrefs  them, 
and  therefore  with  great  alacrity  and  readinefs  he  attended  the  fummons  he  had  received  from  the 
old  Chevalier  to  prepare  for  the  intended  invafion  of  Great  Britain  in  1745.  Lord  Clancarty  (fays 
this  author)  feveral  years  before  he  received  the  letter  of  invitation  from  the  old  Pretender,  had  been 
in  Ireland,  where  he  brought  ejeftments  for  recovery  of  an  ellate  forfeited  by  his  father,  amounting 
to  about  60,000l.  per  annum,  which  he  claimed  under  a fettlement  of  marriage.  The  parliament 
of  that  kingdom  palled  a vote,  whereby  it  was  refolved,  that  any  lawyer,  counfel,  attorney,  or  fo- 
licitor  that  Ibould  proceed  in  fuch  fuit,  &c.  Ihould  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  his  country,  &c.  This 
refolution,  which  quieted  the  minds  and  interefts  of  the  polTelTors  of  that  large  eftate,  enraged  the 
mind  of  the  earl,  who  thought  himfelf  entitled  to  the  whole ; and  difappointed  in  that  expectation, 
he  fought  any  occafion  for  procuring  to  himfelf  the  profpe£t  of  polfelTing  that  great  fortune,  and 
would  have  joined  the  Grand  Turk  or  Cham  of  Tartary  to  obtain  it. 
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Eavl  of  Cheflerfielcl  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.*  Notwithftanding  there  then 
exifted  a corps  of  Britidi  Jacobites,  confifting  of  feven  regiments  of  Irilh, 
and  two  of  Scotsf  in  the  pay  of  the  French  monarch,  who  confidered  them- 

felves 

* When  political  neceffity  forces  government  into  wholefome  meafures,  it  is  to  be  regretted, 
when  they  are  not  foftened  with  the  popular  undtion  of  good  grace.  Nothing  can  fo  effedtually 
abfolve  a niinifter  from  perfonal  gratitude  and  feeling  for  his  appointment,  as  to  be  made  fenfible 
in  the  fiiil  iiiftance,  that  neceffity,  not  favor,  brought  him  to  his  lituation.  It  makes  him  feel 
himfelf  rather  the  man  of  the  people,  than  of  the  crown;  hence  that  diflike  to  popular  minifters, 
which  has  too  frequently  ffiewn  itfelf  in  our  fovereigns.  The  gloom  of  tire  political  horizon  in 
Great  Britain,  under  what  was  then  in  derifion  called  the  dninhen  adminijlration,  had  forced  the  king 
to  facrifice  his  confidential  and  favorite  minifter  Lord  Carteret,  to  private  jealoufy  and  public 
clamor.  (Dr.  ISIaty's  Memoirs  of  LordClicJlerfield,  Sec.  IV. J A treaty  had  been  for  fome  time 
negociatlng  between  the  old  part  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  members  of  the  oppofition  ; but  it  was 
not  concluded  before  tire  clofe  of  this  year  (1744),  it  was  called  the  coalition,  or  broad-bottom 
treaty.  Lord  Chefterfield,  who  was  at  the  head  of  that  party,  had  long  declared  for  an  honorable 
peace,  or,  till  that  could  be  obtained,  for  an  exclufive  exertion  of  Britiffi  forces  on  that  element, 
where  they  are  truly  formidable.  On  this  principle  a league  was  formed  between  the  two  parties, 
to  drive  out  the  minifter,  who  was  looked  upon  as  their  common  enemy.  This  was  a matter  of  no 
finall  difficulty.  Lord  Carteret  had  got  poflTeffion  of  the  royal  ear;  and  the  only  way  to  effedt  it, 
was  to  perfuade  the  king,  that  his  favorite  meafures  would  be  purfued,  and  carried  on  with  greater 
efficacy,  by  minifters  of  a more  popular  caft.  Lord  Chefterfield  was  propofed,  as  being  equal  to 
the  obnoxious  minifter  in  his  political  knowledge  of  the  interefts  of  princes,  and  as  the  moft  likely 
perfon  to  prevail  with  the  ftates  to  join  heartily  in  the  common  caufe.  Neceffity  alone  could  have 
induced  George  11.  to  employ  a man  whom,  for  a number  of  years,  he  had  been  taught  to  confider 
as  his  perfonal  enemy;  (he  often  complained,  that  the  king’s  ear  had  been  poifoned  witJi  lies 
againft  him)  and  whom,  in  return,  he  had  not  treated  as  a friend.  He  had,  however,  no  great 
objedlion  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  earl’s  intereft  in  Holland,  and  was  even  willing  to  fend  him  from 
thence,  as  lord  lieutenant  to  Ireland,  if  for  no  other  rcafon,  to  keep  him  ftill  at  a diftance.  But  he 
wanted  to  make  the  admiffion  of  the  earl  into  the  cabinet  a reward  for  fervices,  rather  than  a con- 
dition of  his  being  employed;  and  perfifted  in  delaying,  at  leaft  for  a time,  to  receive  him  into  the 
clofet.  Lord  Chefterfield  peremptorily  infiftcd  upon  both  thefe  circumftances.  The  audience  was 
accordingly  granted ; but  the  monarch,  ever  fuperior  to  diffimulation,  received  him  with  great 
coldnefs.  You  have  received  your  mjlruftions,  my  lord,  were  the  only  words,  which  lie  fpoke  in 
anfwer  to  the  earl’s  application  to  be  honored  with  his  majefty’s  commands.  This  is  not  the  only 
inftance  in  this  reign,  of  a fubjedt’s  forcing  his  way  to  bis  mafter,  and  obtaining  or  recovering  his 
favor.  Thus  was  Lord  Chefterfield,  after  an  oppofition  of  ten  years  to  public  meafures,  called  upon 
once  more  to  take  a part  in  adminiftration.  Admitted  on  his  own  terms,  and  without  being 
obliged  to  facrifice  either  his  friends  or  his  principles,  he  had  the  fatisfadtion  of  being  called  by  the 
voice  of  the  nation : and  while  one  part  of  Europe  dreaded  the  influence  of  fo  able  a negociator,  die 
other  loudly  cxprelfed  the  higheft  fatisfadtion  at  fo  judicious  a choice. 

t Tlie  fix  Iriffi  regiments  of  foot,  were  Dillon,  Clare,  Berwick,  Rofeommon,  Lally,  and  Bulkeley ; 

and 
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ielves  as  auxiliary  troops  of  James  Stuart,  their  rightful  monarch  of  thefe 
realms,  and  that  frequent  intercourfe  muft  have  fubfifted  between  thofe  who 

ferved 

and  Fitzjames's  horfe : the  Scots  were,  the  Royal  Scots  horfe,  and  Ogilvie's  foot.  Three  of  thefe 
regiments  were  at  the  battle  of  Fontenoy,  and  defervedly  claim  the  merit  of  turning  the  fortune  of 
that  day  in  favor  of  the  French : on  which  occafion  George  the  Second  is  reported  to  have  faid  with 
unufual  emotion,  cvrfed  be  the  laws,  which  deprive  me  of  fttch  fubjeds.  The  learned  and  ingenuous 
Dr.  Campbell  gives  this  honorable  teflimony  of  Irilli  bravery.  fPh.Surv.  p.  274. J “ The  Irifh 

troops  I find  lie  under  the  imputation  of  generally  behaving  ill  at  home.  And  therefore  Vol- 
‘‘  taire  clalfes  Ireland  among  thofe  nations,  which  feem  formed  for  fubjedion,  while  he  admits  that 
‘‘  her  troops  behave  well  abroad."  This  lively,  but  inaccurate  writer,  could  not  have  forgot,  that 
at  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  Lord  Clare’s  dragoons  alone  were  vidorious  on  the  fide  of  the  French, 
having  cut  to  pieces  a German  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Goore;  that  the  like  glory  attended 
them  at  Ramillies  j and  that  the  Irifli  regiments  of  Dillon  and  Burk  faved,  not  only  Cremona,  but 
the  whole  French  army  in  Italy.  This  adion  was  attended  with  fuch  eclat,  that  it  was  faid  in  the 
Britifli  Houfe  cf  Commons,  that  the  Irifli  abroad  had  done  more  mifchief  to  the  Allies,  than  they 
could  have  done  at  home,  by  being  repoffeflTed  of  their  eftates.  They  tell  you  it  was  Ligonier’s 
horfe,  to  a man  Irifli,  which  preferved  the  king’s  perfon,  and  thereby  gained  the  battle  of  Dettingen. 
Many  other  cafes  are  adduced  to  the  fame  purpofe.  It  was  probably,  refledions  of  this  nature 
which  produced  the  following  lines  of  Swift : 

Her  matchlefs  fons,  whofe  valour  ftill  remains. 

On  French  records,  for  twenty  long  campaigns ; 

Yet  from  an  Emprefs,  now  a captive  grown. 

She  faved  Britannia’s  rights,  and  loft  her  own. 

After  all ! Is  it  any  thing  more  than  to  fay,  that  the  frequent  infurredions  of  a divided  people, 
whofe  war  was  undifciplined,  as  their  peace  was  uncivilized,  were  always  fuppreflTed  by  the  regular 
forces  of  a great  and  powerful  nation  ? If  the  Irifli  had  tamely  acquiefced  under  that  fubmitfive 
fadion  ftruck  between  fome  of  their  chiefs  and  Henry  IL,  there  might  have  been  fome  grounds  for 
the  cenfure  of  Voltaire. 

Sir  John  Davis,  among  the  many  caufes  affigned  why  Ireland  was  not  brought  under  obedience  to 
the  crown  of  England,  before  the  reign  of  James  I.  every  where  commends  the  prow'efs,  and  other 
natural  endowments  of  the  people.  A flruggle,  though  unfuccefsful  for  liberty,  almoft  uninterrupted 
for  near  500  years,  is  certainly  no  fymptom  of  a country  formed  for  fubjedion.  But  tliis  flruggle 
lafted  much  longer  j and  had  Sir  John  come  later  into  life,  he  would  have  feen,  that  Ireland  was 
at  that  time  far  from  being  fubdued.  The  being  fubdued  does  not  argue  the  being  formed  for 
fubjedion.  The  Britons  were  completely  fubdued  by  the  Romans;  and  if  Britain  had  been  formed 
for  fubjedion,  we  could  not  at  this  day,  boaft  of  being  the  raofl  free  people  in  Europe.  In  the 
hiflory  of  this  country,  I do  not  find  any  period  in  which  it  difcovered  fuch  dSipondence,  as  our 
anceftors  did  in  that  humiliating  letter  to  Aetius. 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  the  behaviour  of  the  Irifli  at  home,  even  in  the  lafl  war,  was  far  from 
contemptible.  They  w'ere  routed,  it  is  true,  at  the  Boyne,  in  tlieir  firft  general  engagement,  by  the 
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fervecl  the  exiled  prince  at  St.  Germain’s  or  in  this  brigade,  and  their  re- 
latives in  Ireland,  yet  fo  jnire  was  the  loyalty  of  the  great  body  of  the  Irifh 
in  this  critical  juncture,  that  not  even  a fufpicion  of  their  riling  in  the  caufe 
of  the  Pretender,  was  harboured  or  a6ted  upon  by  that  prudent  governor. 
True  it  is,  that  before  this  wife  nobleman  had  alTumed  the  reigns  of  the  Irilh 
government,  the  ufual  means  of  alarming  and  irritating  the  public  mind 
from  the  fenate,  bench,  and  pulpit,  had  been  fo  effedlually  purfued,  that  upon 
a report  of  the  IMarllial  Saxe’s  intention  to  make  a defeent  upon  England, 
a ferious  propofal  had  been  made  in  council,  that  as  the  Papilis  had  began 
the  malfacre  on  the  Proteftants  in  1041,  it  was  but  jult  and  reafonable  in  that 
critical  jun6lure  to  retaliate  in  like  manner  upon  the  Papifts.  Although  this 
barbarous  propofal  were  indignantly  rejedled  by  that  honorable  alfembly,  to 
which  it  was  propofed,  yet  fuch  v^as  the  enthuliallic  rancor  of  fome  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  Protellant  inhabitants  of  Lurgan,  that  fuch  a horrid 
confpiracy  was  adlually  entered  into,  and  providentially  prevented  by  the 
difeovery  of  a refpe6table  merchant  of  Dublin,  who  happened  to  be  acci- 
dentally there  upon  his  commercial  concerns.  Nothing  could  exceed-  the 
coolnefs,  moderation,  and  wifdom  of  the  Earl  of  Chellerlield’s  condu6i  on  this 
trying  occafion.*  He  had  fortunately  been  entrulled  with  a plenitude  of 

diferetion : 

t 

bell  generals,  and  the  bell  troops  then  in  Europe ; their  king,  in  whofe  caufe  they  bled,  (landing  at 
a dillance,  and  fliewing  himfelf  thereby  unworthy  of  wearing  any  longer  that  crown,  for  which  he 
contended. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  “ during  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  a faying  of  Sarsfield  deferves  to 
“ be  remembered,  for  it  was  much  talked  of  all  Europe  over.  He  alked  fome  of  the  Englilli 
officers  if  they  had  not  come  to  a better  opinion  of  the  Irilh,  by  their  behaviour  during  this  war  ? 
“ And  whereas  they  faid,  that  it  was  much  the  fame  that  it  had  always  been,  Sarsfield  anfwered, 
“ though  low  as  we  are  now,  change  but  kings,  and  we  will  fight  it  over  again  with  you.” 

* Every  aft  of  this  excellent  governor  differed  from  thofe  of  all  his  predeceffors,  and  unfortunately 
too  of  moll  of  his  fucceffors.  ( Maty's  Memoirs J Before  he  left  England,  he  was  willing  to  (hew 
that  he  intended  to  govern  by  himfelf.  The  office  of  principal  fecretary  is  not  only  a place  of 
confiderable  power,  when  the  lord  lieutenant  is  willing  to  throw  upon  another  the  load  of  public- 
affairs.  If  the  fecretary  be  capable  and  enterprizing,  he  becomes  the  principal  j the  governor  is 
eclipfed,  and  fliares  only  the  odium,  but  never  the  honor,  of  his  fubflitute’s  management.  Several 
perfons  of  great  a^hilities  as  well  as  experience,  were  accordingly  propofed  to  the  earl  for  that  im- 
portant office.  But  faithful  to  the  rule  he  had  preferibed  to  himfelf  in  his  two  ernbaffies,  he  re- 
folved  to  make  fuperior  abilities  no  part  of  the  fecretary’s  qualifications.  He  liffened  not  to  the 
intimations  of  favorites  and  minillers,  and  even  refilled  the  infinuations  of  friendlhip,  which  might 

have 
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difcretion:  and  the  gratitude  of  the  Irifli,  for  tlie  judicious  and  prudent  ufe 
of  his  extraordinary  powers,  has  not  even  to  this  clay,  been  effaced  from 
the  loweft  of  their  peafantry.  Gratitude  has  ever  a ftrong  hold  upon  the 
Irifli  nation.  It  required  indeed  the  eminent  fagacity  and  add  refs  of  that 
nobleman,  to  baffle  the  efforts  and  importunities  of  the  violent  party  in 
Ireland,  with  Avhich  they  daily  affailed  the  caffle,  and  demanded  rigor  and 
feverity  againft  the  Catholics,  as  the  juft  tribute  to  the  Proteftant  intereft, 
and  the  only  means  of  fupporting  the  eftablilhment:  by  thefe  falutary  mea- 
furcs,  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  rebellion  in  Great  Britain,*  not 
a fmgle  Irifli  Catholic  lay  or  clerical,  was  engaged,  or  even  accufed  of  being- 
engaged  in  that  caufe.f 

When 

have  determined  his  choice  in  favor  of  Mr.  Mallet,  The  gentleman  he  preferred  was  the  late 
Richard  Lyddeh  Efq.  member  of  parliament  for  Baffiny  in  Cornwall.  That  gentleman,  he  fays, 
in  a letter  to  his  fon,  was  a very  genteel  pretty  young  fellow,  but  not  a man  of  bufinefs.  This  was 
the  circumftance,  which  didlated  his  choice  3 and  on  the  firft  vilit  his  fecretary  paid  him,  he  told 
him  j Sir,  you  will  receive  the  emoluments  of  your  place,  but  I will  do  the  bufinefs  myfelf,  being 
determined  to  have  no  firfl:  minifter.  In  another  inftance  he  likewife  chofe  to  be  fingular  and 
peremptory.  He  openly  declared,  that  if,  during  his  ftay  in  Ireland,  any  perfon  fliould  make  a 
fuccefsful  application  to  the  king,  for  any  place  in  his  majefty’s  gift,  through  any  other  channel  but 
his  own,  he  would  immediately  throw  up  the  lord  lieutenancy.  Confeious  of  his  integrity,  he 
certainly  was  right  in  making  this  declaration,  which  perhaps  would  neither  have  been  decent  nor 
eafily  attended  to,  if  a man  of  lefs  refolution  and  confequence  had  at  that  time  ventured  to  make  it. 
On  his  landing  he  found  the  high  charadter  he  had  acquired,  of  the  greateft  fervice  to  him.  In  an 
ifland  efteemed  not  lefs  boifterous  than  the  element  that  furrounds  it,  he  was  particularly  happy 
in  quieting  and  captivating  the  turbulent  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  ; and  Cicero,  whom  he 
had  conftantly  before  his  eyes  as  an  orator,  became  alfo  the  object  of  his  imitation  in  his  govern- 
ment, 

* The  Pretender  landed  in  the  fummer  of  1745,  on  one  of  the  Hebrides,  and  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
guft,  the  Marquis  of  Tullibardine  eredted  his  flandard  atGlenfinnan:  and  on  the  iCtliday  of 
April,  1746,  the  battle  of  Culloden  was  won  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  which  properly  put  an 
end  to  tliat  rebellion. 

i This  fa(ft  is  fully  proved  by  Dr.  Curry,  ( 2 vol.  p.  2G1,  T)ub.  Ed.  I793.>)  “ In  the  year  1762, 
“ upon  a debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  about  the  expediency  of  raifing  five  regiments  of  thefe  Ca- 
“ tholics,  for  the  fervice  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  Do£tor  Stone  (then  primate),  in  an  anfwer  to 
“ fome  common  place  objedtions  againft  the  good  faith  and  loyalty  of  thefe  people,  which  were 

revived  with  virulence  on  that  occafion,  declared  publicly  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  “ in  the 

year  1747,  after  that  rebellion  was  intirely  fupprefiTed,  happening  to  be  in  England,  he  had  an  op- 
“ portunity  of  perufing  all  the  papers  of  the  rebels  and  their  correfpondents,  which  were  feized  in 
“ the  cuftody  of  Murray,  the  Pretender’s  fecretary ; and  that  after  having  fpent  much  time,  and  taken 
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"When  Lord  Chefterfield  met  the  parliament  on  the  8th  of  Odlober,  his 
fpeech  to  them  befpoke  the  wifdom  of  his  condu6t:  he  addreffed  himfelf 
to  a feeling  people  with  the  authority  of  a ruler  and  with  the  affe6tion  of 
a father.  Confcious  as  he  Avas,  that  a very  large  part  of  them  Avas  hill 
rancoroully  difpofed  toAvards  the  Catholics,  he  AA^ould  not  all  at  once  diock 
their  inclinations  and  prejudices  by  a declaration  of  that  indulgence,  which 
his  political  experience  pointed  out  to  him  advifeable  at  all  times,  but  abfo- 
hitely  indifpenfable  in  that  jundlure : like  a great  Ratefman  he  firll  affured 
them,  that  he  Avas  honored  Avith  the  king’s  commands  to  meet  them  in  par- 
liament, and  to  co-operate  Avith  them  in  Avhatever  might  tend  to  eftablilli 
or  promote  the  true  intereft  of  that  kingdom.  Then  referring  pointedly 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  Scotch  rebellion,  and  the  happinefs  they  had 

great  pains  in  examining  them  (not  without  forae  fliare  of  the  then  common  fufpicion,  that  Uiere 
“ might  be  fome  private  underftanding  and  intercourfe  between  them  and  the  Irifli  Catholics)  he 
“ could  not  difcover  the  lead:  trace,  hint,  or  intimation  of  fuch  intercourfe  or  correfpondence  in 
“ them,  or  of  any  of  the  latters  favouring,  or  abetting,  or  having  been  fo  much  as  made  acquainted 
with  the  defigns  or  proceedings  of  thefe  rebels ; and  what  he  faid  he  wondered  at  mod  of 
all  was,  that  in  all  his  refearches,  he  had  not  met  with  any  padage  in  any  of  thefe  papers, 
“ from  which  he  could  infer,  that  either  their  holy  father  the  pope,  or  any  of  his  cardinals, 
“ bidiops,  or  other  dignitaries  of  that  church,  or  any  of  the  Iridi  clergy,  had  either  diredlly  or 
” indiredlly,  encouraged,  aided,  or  approved  of,  the  commencing  or  carrying  on  of  that  rebellion.” 
There  cannot  be  a more  honorable  teftimony  condrming  this  report  of  Primate  Stone,  than  the 
charge  given  to  the  grand  juries  of  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  by  the  Lord  Chief  Judice  Mar- 
lay,  in  which  he  thus  addreded  them  : ‘^When  poderity  read,  that  in  this  age  a rebellion  was 
carried  on  in  Great  Britain  without  the  lead  colour,  or  pretence  of  oppredion,  nay,  by  many 
“ who  had  not  even  that  falfe  pretence  of  religion  to  palliate  their  treafon  againd  a prince,  one 
“ of  the  bed,  the  molt  merciful,  jud  and  mod  generous  of  our  royal  line,  who  has  given  the  for- 
“ tunes  of  all  criminals,  whetlier  forfeited  for  crimes  againd  the  date,  or  for  other  offences, 
“ to  their  children  or  relations  (a  grace  never  pradtifed  before)  j who  has  expofed  his  perfon  at 
"■  the  head  of  his  armies,  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  his  kingdoms,  and  of  Europe  3 and  that 
” Ireland,  where  much  the  greated  part  of  the  inhabitants  profefs  a religion,  which  fometimes 
“ has  authorifed,  or  at  lead  judided  rebellion,  not  only  preferved  peace  at  home,  but  contributed 
“ to  redore  it  among  his  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  3 will  they  not  believe  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
“ were  aduated  by  fomething  more  than  their  duty  and  allegiance  ? Will  they  not  be  convinced, 
“ that  they  were  animated  by  a generous  fenfe  of  gratitude,  and  zeal  for  their  great  Benefactor, 
“ and  fully  fendble  of  the  happinefs  of  being  bleded  by  living  under  the  protection  of  a monarch, 
“ who,  like  the  glorious  King  William,  the  Henries,  and  Edwards,  his  royal  predecedbrs,  has 
“ himfelf  led  his  armies  to  victory,  and  defpifcd  danger  in  the  caufe  of  his  people 3 and  one  from 
“ whom  we  not  only  expect,  but  are  affured  of,  a race  of  princes,  equally  eminent  for  their  gene- 
rodty,  prudence,  and  courage.” 
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enjoyed  under  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  he  thus  touched  upon  the  old 
fubje6t  of  inve6tive  to  all  his  predeceffors  on  their  meeting  the  parliament. 
“ The  meafures,  that  have  been  hitherto  taken  to  prevent  the  growth  of 
“ Popery  have  I hope  had  fome,  and  Avdll  ftill  have  a greater  effe6t : however 
“ I leave  it  to  your  confideration,  Avhether  nothing  further  can  be  done 
“ either  by  neAV  laws,  or  by  the  more  effe6tual  execution  of  thofe  in  being, 
“ to  fecure  this  nation  againft  the  great  number  of  Papifts,  Avhofe  fpecula- 
“ tive  errors  Avould  only  deferve  pity,  if  their  pernicious  influence  upon 
“ fociety  did  not  both  require  and  authorife  reftraint.”  And  “ for  my  own 
“ part  (he  concluded)  I make  you  no  profeffions:  you  Avill,  you  ought 
“ to  judge  of  me  only  by  my  adions.” 

* The  lords  on  the  fame  day  refolved  on  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  Avhich 
fliould  amongft  other  things  exprefs  their  great  thankfulnefs  to  his  majefty 
for  his  goodnefs  in  placing  over  them,  at  that  critical  juncture,  his  excel- 
lency, the  Earl  of  Cheflerfield,  Avhofe  diftinguiflied  abilities  often  and 
fignally  exerted  in  the  fervice  of  his  majefty,  fo  eminently  qualified  him  for 
the  important  truft  then  repofed  in  him  by  his  majefty  for  the  fecurity  and 
happinefs  of  that  kingdom.  And  on  the  next  day  the  commons  voted  an 
addrefs  to  the  throne,  in  which  they  aflured  his  majefty,  that  they  could 
not  have  a ftronger  alTurance  of  his  majefty’s  tender  concern  for  them, 
than  in  the  choice  of  a governor  for  that  kingdom,  fo  eminent  for  great 
abilities  and  diftinguiflied  merit  as  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  whofe  difcerning 
judgment  had  pointed  out  Avhat  Avas  neceflary  for  their  confideration  and 
care,  both  AAflth  refpeft  to  the  honor  of  his  majefty’s  government,  and  their 
OAvn  true  intereft. 

The  Earl  of  Chefterfield  found  but  an  inconfiderable  military  force  in  the 
kingdom:  and  had  he  giATn  ear  to  the  alarmifts  of  that  day,  Avho  magnified 
external  and  fabricated  internal  danger,  he  Avould  have  drained  Great  Bri- 
tain of  her  troops  to  quell  an  ideal  infurreftion  by  meafures,  that  probably 
AA^ould  have  created  a real  one  : had  he  trodden  the  beaten  path  of  patronage, 
he  Arould  hav'e  raifed  neAV  regiments:  had  he  purfued  the  old  fyftem  of  the 
caftle,  he  ■ Avould  have  encreafed  the  expenditure,  and  trebled  the  fupplies, 
under  the  haekneyed  cries  of  Popifli  rifmgs  for  a Popifli  Pretender,  and  Pro- 
teftant  maftacres : had  he  continued  the  fyftem  of  rigor  and  perfecution  he 
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found  carrying  on  againft  the  Catholics  at  his  arrival  in  that  kingdom ; 
their  places  of  worfliip  would  have  remained  Hint,  and  the  prifons  and  fcaf- 
folds  would  have  been  crouded  with  their  priefts,  for  difobeying  the  procla- 
mation lately  blued  to  oblige  them  to  quit  the  kingdom,  and  for  enforcing 
the  llridcft  execution  of  the  penal  laws  of  Elizabeth  and  Ann.  The  condu6l 
of  this  wife  viceroy  v'as  diredlly  the  reverfe.  Confiding  in  the  fteady  loy- 
alty of  the  Irifii  people,  inftead  of  encreafing,  as  he  was  importunately 
advifed,  the  army  by  4000  men,  he  fent  four  battalions  to  the  afliftance  of 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  encouraged  volunteer  aflbciations  to  form  in 
difierent  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  the  defence  of  their  country.  Thefe 
battalions  he  replaced  by  additional  companies  to  the  regiments  already 
on  the  eftablifiiment,  without  encreafing  the  expenditure  of  the  nation,  the 
influence  of  the  crown,  or  his  own  patronage  or  emolument.  The  fupply 
alked  for  by  Lord  Chefierfield  was  finall:  it  was  raifed  with  eafe  and  ex- 
pended v’ith  occonomy:  there  was  a confiderable  faving  out  of  what  was 
raifed,  and  it  was  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbour  of  Corke.  He 
refted  the  fupport  of  his  meafures  upon  their  re6titude,  and  chaftely  abftained 
from  gaining  friends  by  the  cuftomary  mode  of  reverfionary  grants.  He 
opened  to  the  Catholics  their  places  of  worfliip,*  releafed  their  priefts  out  of 
prifon,  and  allowed  them  the  undifturbed  exercife  of  their  religious  duties. 
This  great  ftatefman  well  knew,  that  the  Irifli,  above  all  other  people,  were 

In  many  parts  of  the  country  the  Popery  laws  were  executed  with  the  moft  unrelenting  rigor : 
it  is  however  but  an  aft  of  juftice  to  feveral  of  the  magiftrates  of  that  day  to  obferve,  that  tliey  were 
even  ingenious  to  extend  their  leniency  to  thofe,  who  they  were  confeious,  did  not  deferve  rigor  at 
their  hands.  Their  humanity  revolted  againft  the  power,  which  the  law  gave  them ; when  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Egan  was  profecuted  for  being  a Popifli  prieft,  the  witnefles  fwore  they  faw  him  cele- 
brate the  Mafs,  which  in  the  eye  of  the  law  was  fufficient  to  convift  himj  but  the  judge  replied, 
that  Garzia  the  Jew  had  done  the  fame  in  Dublin,  in  17 18,  and  that  nothing  would  do  to  prove 
Egan  a Popifli  prieft,  but  to  fubftantiate  his  ordin^j^tion  after  the  manner  of  the  Romifti  Church; 
“ befides  (faid  he)  to  my  knowledge,  a prieft  muft  know  fome  Latin,  but  here  is  a booby  that 
“ cannot  read  a word  of  Englifli.”  The  arrival  of  Lord  Chefterfield  as  viceroy  ferved  to  mitigate 
the  feverity  of  thofe  unfocial  times,  and  he  availed  himfelf  of  an  accident,  which  was  univerfally 
fpoken  of,  to  foften  tlie  rage  of  perfecution.  A Mr.  Fitzgerald  happened  to  fay  Mafs  in  the  garret 
of  a very  old  houfe,  which  gave  way  on  account  of  the  immenfe  crowd  that  was  aflembled ; the 
prieft  and  nine  perfons  were  killed,  and  numbers  wounded  by  the  ruins.  People  in  power  were 
touched  with  a tranfitory  pity,  which  Lord  Chefterfield’s  humanity  took  care  to  cultivate.  The 
chapels  were  allowed  to  be  opened  on  St,  Patrick’s  day,  and  were  never  after  Ihut,  not  even  during 
die  rebellion,  wdiich  blazed  in  Scotland  in  the  year  1745. 
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to  be  gained  and  fecured  by  confidence,  kindnefs  and  liberality.  Thus 
Proteftants  and  Catholics,  Whigs  and  Tories,  Englifii  and  Irilli  interefts, 
all  ftricken  with  the  glare  of  reCtitude  of  his  meafures,  united  in  contri- 
buting to  render  his  government  agreeable  and  efficient.  Neither  in  nor 
out  of  parliament  was  a fmgle  meafure  of  this  excellent  governor  oppofed, 
or  difrelilhed.*  The  lords  almoft  immediately  (viz.  on  the  gth  of  Odlober 

1745) 


Do6lor  Maty  thus  retails  this  governor's  conduct  f Mem.  Sect.  J .).  Upon  the  breaking  out  of 
the.  rebellion,  the  private  Popitli  chapels  in  the  metropolis  had  been  fearched  for,  and  ordered  to  be 
fliut  up,  proclamations  were  ilTued  to  compel  the  prietts  to  leave  the  capital,  and  the  refradory  were 
imprifoned  and  threatened  with  fevere  punilliments.  The  new  lord  lieutenant  did  not  want  for 
advifors,  who  prefled  him  to  follow  this  example.  His  enlarged  notions  of  humanity  and  true  poli- 
tics induced  him  to  purfue  a ditferent  and  much  wifer  courfe.  He  allowed  the  Roman  Catholics 
the  free  ufe  of  their  religion,  and  far  from  attempting  to  fliut  up  their  places  of  worlhip,  he  rather 
wiflied  them  to  continue  open;  and  prevented  any  difturbance  from  being  given  to  thofe,  who 
reforted  to  them.  His  view  was  to  difeover  whether  the  people  of  that  denomination  remained  in 
the  kingdom,  or  left  it  to  go  over  to  their  fuppofed  friends  in  Scotland.  To  be  informed  of  that 
material  fa£t,  he  took  care  to  engage  perfons  to  attend  at  their  chapels  and  fairs,  and  received  with 
great  fatisfadtion,  alfurances,  that  they  were  both  as  much  frequented  as  ever.  A certain  proof  of 
the  confidence  they  placed  in  his  promifes,  and  of  their  defire  not  to  moleft  government.  The 
deluded  adherents  to  the  exiled  family  were  treated  with  equal  lenity  and  prudence.  One  of  them, 
a Roman  Catholic,  who  had  an  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  and  was  looked  upon  as  an 
agent  to  the  Pretender,  was  privately  fent  for  to  the  caftle.  “Sir  (faid  Lord  Chefterfield),  I do 
“ not  wifli  to  inquire  whether  you  have  any  particular  esnployment  in  this  kingdom,  but  I know 
“ that  you  have  a great  interefi:  amongfl:  thofe  of  your  perfuafion.  I have  fent  for  you  to  exhort 
“ them  to  be  peaceable  and  quiet.  If  they  behave  like  faithful  fubjedls,  they  fliall  be  treated  as 
“ fuch;  but  if  they  adl  in  a different  manner,  I fliall  be  worfe  to  them  than  Cromwell."  Whether 
he  would  have  really  been  fo,  may  be  doubted ; but  this  converfation,  together  with  his  watchful 
eye,  had  fuch  an  effeft,  that  not  one  of  tliem  ftirred  during  the  whole  time  of  the  rebellion,  and  all 
the  informations  againft  particular  perfons  were  found  abfolutely  groundlefs.  His  efforts  to  remove 
prejudices,  and  maintain  harmony  and  benevolence,  were  feconded  by  writers,  whom  he  encouraged 
to  fupport  the  fame  caufe.  Dean  Swift  was  ftill  alive,  when  Lord  Chefterfield  arrived,  but  reduced 
to  a flate  of  total  dotage  and  infenfibility,  which  one  month  after  ended  in  his  death.  This  fliort 
inten'al  was  laid  hold  of,  to  publifli  under  his  name  a new  letter  of  a Drapier  to  the  good  people  of 
Ireland,  and  particularly  to  the  poor  Papifts.  It  was  fo  much  in  the  dean’s  ftile,  and  was  fo  greedily 
received,  that  it  went  through  a variety  of  editions  in  a month’s  time.  Indeed  the  many  ftrokes  o^ 
wit  and  humour,  that  it  contained,  would  induce  me  to  fufpeft,  that  his  lordfliip  had  fome  fliare  in 
it.  Berkeley,  the  bilhop  of  Cloyne,  employed  himfelf  in  the  fame  caufe,  perhaps  more  ufefully  than 
in  his  recommendation  of  tar  water,  or  his  dialogues  againft  matter.  Plis  letter  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  his  diocefe  was  worthy  of  a Chriftian  bifliop.  He  endeavoured  to  dilTuade  his  fellow 
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17^5)  expreffccl  their  fatisfaftion  at  the  appointment  of  this  great  ftatefman 
at  fo  critical  a juncture,  in  an  adclrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant;*  in  which  they 
exprclfed  their  fenfe  of  his  majeft3'’s  favor  and  goodnefs  towards  Ireland 
in  fparing  from  his  councils  in  Great  Britain,  a perfon  of  his  excellency’s 
knoM'n  and  tried  abilities  for  the  good  and  advantage  of  that  nation,  t iite 

commons 

citizens  and  neighbours  from  falling  into  the  fame  errors,  which  had  been  fo  fatal  to  their  fathers  ; 
and  appealing  to  their  reafon,  convinced  them,  that  their  fituation  was  as  advantageous  as  they 
could  wifti  it  to  be,  and  that  it  would  be  the  height  of  imprudence  to  engage  in  a dangerous  caufe, 
to  which  neither  intereft  did  invite,  nor  confcience  did  oblige  them.”  Reafon  never  fpeaks  in  vainj 
the  moft  hardened  are  infenlibly  foftened  by  its  voice.  The  Irifli  priefts,  fenfible  of  the  gentlenefs 
of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  co-operated  with  their  Proteftant  brethren  to  maintain  order  and 
tranquillity.  Thefe  paftoral  letters,  public  difeourfes  from  the  pulpit,  and  private  admonitions, 
were  equally  directed  for  the  fervice  of  government.  The  ill-grounded  apprehenfions  of  the  friends 
to  the  prefent  fyftem  were  not  lefs  to  be  guarded  againft,  than  the  enterprifes  of  its  enemies.  This 
was  by  much  the  moft  difficult  talk,  but  Lord  Chefterfield  was  equally  fuccefsful  in  encouraging 
the  former  and  difarming  the  latter.  By  conftantly  appearing  to  be  afraid  of  nothing,  he  fpread  an 
univerfal  belief  that  nothing  was  to  be  feared  j and  by  the  ridicule  he  threw  upon  the  violent  mea- 
fures  which  were  propofed  to  him,  he  manifefted  his  defire  of  abftaining  from  them  till  there  was 
real  danger.  Thus  (Notes  to  the  Memoirs,  p.  29  and  3 1 ) the  fame  author  fays,  that  a zealous 
Proteftant,  thinking  to  pay  his  court  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  came  to  inform  him,  tliat  one  of  his 
coachmen  was  a Roman  Catholic,  and  privately  went  to  Mafs.  Does  he  indeed  ? (faid  his  lordfliip) 
tic//,  I will  take  care  he  Jhall  never  carry  me  ther^.  An  inftance  of  his  lordffiip’s  calmnefs  and  pre- 
fence of  mind  on  this  occafion  has.  been  given  by  the  Bifliop  of  Waterford.  “ I cannot  (fays  he) 
“ forbear  to  mention  a pun  of  his  lordlliip’s,  which  ffiews  his  quicknefs  at  repartee,  and  that  he  had 
the  beft  information  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  was  not  afraid  of  them.  The 
vice-treafurer,  Mr.  Gardner,  a man  of  a good  character  and  a confiderable  fortune,  waited  upon 
“ him  one  morning,  and  in  a great  fright  told  him,  that  he  was  alTured,  upon  good  authority,  that- 
“ the  people  in  the  province  of  Connaught  were  adtually  riling.  Upon  which  Lord  Chefterfield 
" took  out  his  watch,  and  with  great  compofure  anfwered  him.  It  is  nine  o’clock,  and  certainly 
“ time  for  them  to  rife  j I therefore  believe  your  news  to  be  true.” 

* 4 Lords  Journ.  p.  594. 
t 4 Commons  Journ.  p.  50G. 

May  it  flease  your  Excellency, 

We  the  commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament  aflfembled,  beg  leave  to 
exprefs  our  fincere  and  unanimous  fenfe  of  the  benefits  which  we  have  received  from  your  excel- 
lency’s mild  and  prudent  adminiftration.  His  majefty’s  gracious  acceptance  of  the  duty  and  loyalty 
of  his  fubjefts  in  this  kingdom,  has  been  particularly  manifefted  by  his  committing  them  to  your 
excellency’s  care,  in  fo  critical  a conjunfture,  when  your  zeal  for  the  prefent  happy  eftablifliment 
was  of  more  immediate  importance  to  our  fecurity,  and  your  eminent  abilities  could  be  more  effciSlu- 
ally  exerted  for  our  fervice.  Thefe  uncommon  talents,  by  w'hich  your  excellency  has  been  moft 

juftly 
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commons  were  more  tardy  in  expreffing  their  fentiments  to  the  viceroy, 
though  their  addrefs,  which  AV'^as  made  on  the  5th  of  April  1746,  were  more 
pointed,  as  being  founded  in  the  happy  experience,  and  not  in  tlie  antici- 
pated confidence  of  his  adminiftration.  The  Earl  of  Chefterfield  liad  the 
fatisfadlion  of  feeing  all  his  attempts  to  ferve  the  kingdom  he  was  fent,  in 
that  critical  moment,  to  govern,  requited  by  the^moft  peaceful  demeanour 
and  enthufiaftic  gratitude  of  the  Irifli  nation.  He  Avas  univerfally  admired 
on  his  arrival,  beloved  during  his  ftay,  and  regretted  upon  his  departure. 
To  perpetuate  his  virtues  and  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  his  buft  was  placed 
in  the  caftle  of  Dublin  at  the  public  expen  cc.* 

the 

juflly  diftinguilhed,  and  which  did  in  all  times  excite  our  admiration,  mutt  now  more  fenlibly  aftedl 
us,  when  we  have  feen  them  through  your  w hole  adminiftration,  fo  invariably  diredted,  and  em- 
ployed with  fo  unwearied  an  application  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his  majefty’s  crown,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  true  intereft  of  his  people.  As  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland,  our 
zeal  for  his  majefty  animated  us  with  a juft  refentment  and  indignation,  and  as  our  concern  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  fo  dear  to  the  Proteftants  of  this  kingdom,  could  not  but  raife 
in  our  minds  fome  unquiet  apprehenfions ; we  were  ready,  as  we  fhall  ever  be,  chearfully  to  concur 
in  all  proper  meafurcs,  and  to  exert  our  utmoft  ftrength  for  the  defence  of  the  king’s  government, 
and  the  fupport  of  your  excellency’s  authority  under  him.  And  we  do  now,  with  equal  chearful- 
nefs,  and  with  the  utmoft  gratitude  acknowledge,  that  the  profound  tranquillity,  which,  without  any' 
extraordinary  increafe  of  public  expence,  we  of  this  nation  have  hitherto  enjoyed,  has  been  the 
refult  of  a wife  and  vigilant  adminiftration  over  us ; an  adminiftration  formed  upon  the  principles 
and  carried  on  by  the  uniform  exercife  of  lenity  without  remifsnefs,  and  of  firmnefs  without  feve  • 
rity.  We  receive  it  as  a particular  mark  of  your  excellency’s  regard,  that  when  your  afliftance  at 
his  majefty’s  councils  in  this  time  of  the  moft  arduous  and  extenfive  deliberations  there,  muft  have 
been  fo  neceftary',  you  have  feemed  to  confider  the  bufinefs  of  this  kingdom  as  the  principal  object 
of  your  attention.  Upon  this  account  Ave  think  it  almoft  fuperfluous  to  add  our  requeft,  that  your 
excellency  would,  on  your  return,  reprefent  us  in  the  moft  favorable  manner  to  his  majefty,  fince 
our  experience  of  your  paft  conduct  muft  fufficiently  afl'ure  us  of  the  continuance  of  the  fame  good 
difpofitions  towards  us,  and  as  we  are  moft  firmly  perfuaded  that  your  prefence  has  not  been  more 
conducive  to  our  fafety  now,  than  your  influence  will  hereafter  be  to  our  profperity. 

* Doctor  Maty  has  elegantly  and  concifely  painted-  the  halcyon  hours  of  Lord  Chefterfield’s 
government.  V.J  “ As  it  was  owing  to  the  lord  lieutenant’s  vigilance  and  refolution  that  the 

French  and  Spaniards  did  not  attempt  to  land  any  troops  in  Ireland  during  the  time  of  the  rebel- 
lion,  it  was  likewife  an  effect  of  his  prudence  and  moderation,  that  the  horrors  of  a civil  war  did 
not  reach  that  country.  Diftinctions  of  parties  feemed  to  be  abolilhed,  and  animofities  to  be 
forgotten  as  well  as  prejudices  and  fufpicions.  Religion  became  what  it  ought  to  be,  a bond  of 
“ union  inftead  of  an  inftrument  of  difeord;  fuperftition  was  enlightened,  and  fanaticks  difarmed, 
“ Hence  a phenomenon  took  place,  not  often  beheld  in  times  of  tranquillity.  Proteftants  and 
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The  fliort  adminiftration  of  the  Earl  of  Chefterfickl  fiirnilhes  lefleetions 
highly  important  to  the  M’elfare  of  the  Irhli  nation.  It  was  a praftical  clc- 
monftration  of  the  utility  of  a fyftem  of  lenity  and  liberality,  not  only  to 
Ireland,  but  to  the  whole  Britilh  empire.  It  Mas  a conclufive  evidence,  that 
Great  Britain  well  knew  hov'  at  any  time  to  enfnre  the  happinefs  of  her  filler 
kingdom,  though  unwilling  at  moft  times  to  promote  it.  The  danger  of 
Great  Britain  drove  her  to  do  juftice  to  Ireland  for  the  few  months  during 
M'hich  that  danger  lafted ; and  her  fecurity  brought  v'ith  it  repentance,  at 
the  momentary,  though  necelfary  interruption  of  the  ancient  fyftem.  It  is 
lamentably  remarkable  how  thriftily  Great  Britain  dealt  out  this  tranfient 
juftice  to  Ireland,  as  if  die  counted  relu6lantly  the  hours  of  its  enjoyment. 
On  the  19th  of  Auguft,  1745,  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  was  formally  ere6led 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  : a courier  was  difpatched  to  haften  the  return 
of  the  king,  Avho  M'as  then  in  Hanover : he  arrived  in  London  before  the 
end  of  Auguft:  and  on  the  3 ill  day  of  Augull,  the  Earl  of  Chellerlield  ^vas 
appointed  lord  lieutenant  and  chief  governor  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
On  the  16th  of  April,  1746,  the  defeat  of  the  Pretender  at  Culloden  by  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  put  an  end  to  the  rebellion  ; and  on  the  ninth  day 
after  that  event,  Ireland  was  deprived  of  her  favorite  viceroy;  for  on  the  25th 
of  April,  1746,  Primate  Iloadlcy,  Lord  Chancellor  Nev'port,  and  ]\Ir.  Boyle, 
the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  v’ere  appointed  lords  juftices,  and 
vainly  did  Ireland  figh  for  the  return  of  her  Ihort-livcd  felicity  : Great  Britain 
was  out  of  danger  : and  Ireland  could  fecurely  be  put  again  under  its  former 
regime.*  In  order  elfedlually  to  cut  olf  all  hopes  of  the  return  of  Lord 

" Roman  Catholics,  natives  and  flrangers,  well-wifliers  and  enemies  to  the  Pretender,  all  alike  influ- 
“ cnced  by  the  example  of  their  benevolent  governor,  indulged,  refpected,  and  would  have  loved 
“ one  another,  if  he  had  continued  a longer  time  among  tliem. 

“ It  is  the  province  of  hillory  to  perpetuate  the  tranfactions  of  an  adminiftration,  which  it  will 
“ ever  be  the  intcreft  of  future  lord  lieutenants  to  ftudy  and  to  imitate.” 

* It  appears  to  have  been  a fatality  peeuliar  to  Ireland,  tliat  her  greateft  eivil  bleflings  have  been 
une.xccptionably  obtained  under  circumftances,  that  to  fay  the  leaft  of  them,  deprived  Great  Britain 
of  the  merit  of  voluntary,  cordial  and  gracious  acceffion.  Thus  fliall  we  have  to  note  in  proper  time 
and  order,  the  fituatiou  of  Great  Britain,  when  the  independenee  of  Ireland  was  recognized  in 
1782,  which  Mr.  Burke  obfened,  was  the  true  revolution  to  the  Irifli,  and  when  flie  became 
united  with  Great  Britain.  For  the  honor  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  it  were  to  be  wiftied„ 
that  neceflity  had  not  forced,  but  reafon  and  liberality  had  proft'ered  the  boon:  yet  that  very  ne- 
cefhty  proves  its  excellency  5 and  its  excellency  will  enfure  its  continuance  and  fuccefs. 

Chefterfiekl 
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Chefterfielcl  to  Ireland,  on  the  13th  of  September  the  Earl  of  Harrington  was 
appointed  the  new  lord  lieutenant. 

are  now  arrived  at  that  period  of  the  Irilh  hiftory  at  which  IMr.  Burke 
obferved,*  the  Englilh  in  Ireland  began  to  be  domiciliated,  and  to  recollect 
that  they  had  a country.  The  Englilh  intereft  at  firft  by  faint  and  almoft 
infenfible  degrees,  but  at  length  openly  and  avowedly,  became  an  bidependent 
Irijh  interejt,  full  as  independent  as  it  could  ev’er  have  heen,  if  it  had  con- 
tinued in  the  perfons  of  the  native  Iritli.  The  new  lord  lieutenant,  when 
he  met  the  parliament  in  October,  1747,  particularly  complimented  them  on 
his  majefty’s  continuance  of  his  paternal  regard  and  affedtion  to  a dutiful 
and  loyal  people  : and  recommended  a continuance  of  the  fame  good  condu6t 
and  vigilance,  which,  under  God,  had  prevented  the  communication  of  fo 
dangerous  an  infedtion  (i.  e.  the  Scotch  Rebellion)  to  that  kingdom. 

A political  queftion  Avas  about  this  time  ftarted  in  Ireland,  and  carried  on 
Avith  extraordinary  virulence  by  the  contending  parties.  IMr.  Lucas,  a me- 
dical gentleman  from  Corke,  upon  a vacancy  having  happened  in  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  city  of  Dublin  by  the  death  of  Sir  James  Sommerville, 
attradled  the  notice  and  fecured  the  Avarmeft  fupport  of  the  patriots  of  that 
day,  by  publickly  attacking  the  abufes,  that  had  lately  preA'ailed  in  the 
eledtions  of  members  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  by  Avhich  the  commons  Avcre 
depriv'ed  of  the  poAver  of  chufing  the  city  magihrates,  and  that  poAver  AA'as 
placed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  fubjedt  to  the  approbation  of  the  lord 
lieutenant.  The  prefs  teemed  Avith  letters,  anfvA'ers,  replies,  addrelfes,  appeals, 
counter-appeals,  and  eA^ery  engine,  that  could  be  employed  to  add  rancor^ 
Ring,  and  fuel  to  the  heats  of  the  contending  parties.  It  Avas  no  longer  an- 
eledtioneering  fquabble  betAveen  two  riA’al  candidates : it  became  a trial  of 
ftrength  upon  popular  principles  of  civil  liberty  betAveen  the  patriots  and 
government.  It  kept  the  Proteftants'i'  of  Ireland  in  a flame  of  civil  difcord 

for 


* Letter  to  Lang.  p.  45. 

f It  was  natural,  that  the  Irifli  Catholics,  who  were  formally  excluded  from  any  adive  or  paf- 
five  reprefentation  in  parliament,  fliould  be  indifferent  to  thofe  contefls  for  civil  rights,  which  could 
not  end  in  admitting  them  to  the  enjoyment.  The  firft  periodical  publication  of  Mr.  Lucas  was 
the  Cenfor,  againft  which  Sir  Richard  Cox  (under  the  title  of  Anthony  Litten)  wrote  his  appeal  to 
the  public,  abufing  Lucas  (he  was  a Pre(byterian)  as  an  incendiary  and  a Papiji-,  and  treating 
the  Catholic  body  of  the  Irifli  nation  with  the  moft  contemptuous  and  rancorous  hoftility. 

Againft  this  Appeal  of  Sir  Richard  Cox,  Mr.  O'Connor  wrote  his  Countei  - Appeal , to  fliew,  that 

fo 
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for  feveral  years.  Mr.  James  Digges  La  Touche,  who  had  formerly  been 
an  intimate  friend  of  IMr.  Lucas,  and  ftrongly  united  with  him  in  political 
principles,  on  this  occafion  abandoned  his  former  principles,  and  propofed 
liimfelf  as  a candidate  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  dire6l  and  violent  oppofition 


fo  far  from  being  addided  to  flavifli  opinions,  the  Irifli  nation  had,  on  the  contrary,  laboured  long 
under  a complication  of  evils  refulting  from  licentioufnefs,  and  that  it  was  their  greateft  political 
misfortune  and  the  fource  of  all  their  calamities,  that  the  excefs  of  liberty,  which  prevailed  among 
them  was  not  tempered  by  Ariftocracy  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  afford  a folid  fupport  to  monarchy  on 
the  one  fide,  and  freedom  on  the  other.  This  pamphlet  was  dated  from  the  town  of  Londonderry, 
September  30th,  1749.  It  was  written  in  a hafty  manner,  merely  for  the  conteft  and  paffion  of 
of  the  day,  and  Mr.  O’Connor  never  would  acknowledge  it  to  be  his,  until  his  correfpondence  with 
Reily,  the  editor,  obliged  him  to  acknowledge  it, 

“ Your  inflammatory  counter-appeal  (fays  Reily)  has  been  roared  about 
''  the  ftreets  here  all  this  day,  and  fo  inflaming  it  is,  that  Walter  Harris,  the  hiftorian,  told  the 
printer  (Kelburne)  he  would  be  furamoned  to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,  and  fent  to  Newgate  j for 
“ that  it  is  of  a more  dangerous  tendency,  than  all  Lucas’s  papers  together.  The  beft  of  it  is,  that 
Kelburne  himfelf  cannot  guefs  at  the  author  : fome  fay  it  is  Brooke,  others  Lucas  himfelf  ■,  but 
let  them  guefs  on  while  you  are  fafe.  You  muft  guard  againft  all  Sir  Richard’s  friends,  he  is  not 
only  warm,  but  malicious  againft  Lucas, 

''  Yours,  &c,  &c, 

Dublin,  Odtober  lOth,  1749.  “ Civicus.” 


Mr.  O'Connor  to  Civicus, 

“ Your  hints  are  friendly,  and  demand  my  thanks,  but  I am  by  no  means 
“ interefted,  nor  is  any  of  our  unfortunate  people  in  this  affair  of  Lucas,  into  which  we  are  dragged 
“ by  violent  and  wanton  malevolence  j I have  even  fome  difguft  to  Lucas,  on  account  of  his  Bar- 
ber’s  letters ; a true  patriot  would  not  have  betrayed  fuch  malice  to  fuch  unfortunate  Haves  as 
“ we.  But  thofe  boafters,  the  Whigs,  are  in  fearcli  of  liberty,  juft  as  Herod  was  of  Chrift,  to 
“ crufti  it  in  its  infancy,  and  have  all  .to  therafelvcs. 

“ Yours,  &c.  &c. 

Oaober23th,  1749.  C.  O’Connor.” 

It  is  obfervable,  notwithftanding  Harris’s  menaces,  that  the  moft  objeaionable  paffage  in  the 
counter -appeal  is  this : “ Can  it  at  this  time  of  day  be  a matter  of  doubt  whether  we  Irifli  have  a 
“ right  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  our  fathers,  or  are  we  to  live  fubjea  to  the  dilates  of  an 
incompatible  legiflation.^” 

The  bugbear  of  Jacobitifra,  which  was  fo  fuccefsfully  played  in  thefe  bigoted  times,  rendered  all 
publications  favorable  to  Roman  Catholics  very  dangerous  to  their  authors;  any  thing  that  could 
tend  to  foften  the  rigor  of  the  penal  code  was  highly  alarming,  and  every  poflible  ftep  was  taken  to 
prevent  the  governing  party’s  granting  the  fmallett  degree  of  toleration  to  their  Catholic  country- 
men. 

to 
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to  ]Mr.  Lucas,  then  the  popular  idol  of  fuch  of  the  nation,  as  took  the  livelieft 
concern  in  the  politics  of  that  day. 

Mr.  Charles  Lucas  had  foine  years  before  attradted  the  notice  of  his  fellow 
citizens  by  the  ftrong  powers  of  his  mind,  and  the  independent  firmnefs  of 
his  public  fpirit ; he  had  been  foine  time  before  admitted  to  the  public  coun- 
cil. Here  he  refolved  to  exert  himfelf  in  behalf  of  their  privileges.  The 
new  rules  framed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  by  authority  from  a- 
elaufe  in  the  adl  of  explanation,  had,  as  in  other  corporate  towns,  changed 
the  powers  of  the  city  corporation.  To  encreafe  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
among  other  innovations,  they  deprived  the  commons  of  the  power  of 
choofing  the  city  magihrates,  and  placed  it  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  fub- 
jedl  in  its  exercife  on  each  eledlion  to  the  approbation  of  the  chief  governor, 
and  privy  council.  Of  this  injury  Lucas  loudly  complained : but  the  law 
being  abfolute,  could  not  be  combated.  Sufpedling,  however,  that  in  other 
refpedls  encroachments  had  been  made  on  the  rights  of  the  citizens  not  juf- 
tified  by  law,  he  examined  the  city  charters,  and  fearched  diligently  into  the 
^ ancient  records,  by  which  he  became  convinced  that  his  apprehenfions  were 
well  founded.  He  publiflied  his  difeoveries,  explained  the  evidence  refulting 
from  them,  and  encouraged  the  people  to  take  the  proper  fteps  for  obtaining 
redrefs.  In  confequence,  a warm  contefl;  commenced  betwixt  the  commons 
and  aldermen  in  J 741,  which  continued  the  two  fucceeding  years.  Though 
the  former  ftruggled  in  vain  to  recover  their  loft  privileges,  the  exertions  of 
Lucas  in  every  ftage  of  the  difpute,  were  ftrenuous  and  perfevering.  Thefe 
fervices  raifed  him  fo  high  in  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
that  on  the  death  of  Sir  James  Sommerville,  they  encouraged  him  to  declare 
himfelf  a candiate  to  reprefent  them  in  parliament.  Ambitious  of  an  office 
fo  flattering,  which  Avould  give  him  an  opportunity  of  exerting  his  abilities 
to  the  greateft  advantage  in  the  fervice  not  only  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  but 
of  his  country,  he  complied  with  their  deflre.  His  fpeeches  to  the  feveral 
corporations  on  this  occafion,  which  Avere  bold,  nervous,  and  animated,  in 
favor  of  liberty,  encreafed  their  attachment  to  him.  But  a number  of  ad- 
drelfes  to  his  fellow  citizens,  which  he  wrote  and  publiflied,  tended  more 
effedlually  to  encreafe  his  popularity.  In  thefe,  among  other  fubjedts,  he 
confidered  diftindtly  the  feveral  branches  of  the  conftitution  ; pointed  out  to 
the  eledlors  of  Dublin,  and  to  the  nation  the  privileges  of  Irilhmen,  and  the 
various  injuries  they  had  fuftained  by  the  interference  of  the  Britifli  legif- 
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lature.  The  firmnefs  and  perfpicuity  of  his  manner,  the  popularity  of  his 
fubje(5l,  and  (perhaps)  the  juftice  of  his  arguments,  alarmed  the  Irifli  go- 
vernment, Mdiich  had  been  little  ufed  to  fuch  oppofition.  They  determined 
to  crulh  him  by  the  hand  of  power.*  For  this  purpofe,  certain  paffages  the 
moft  obnoxious  to  the  Rate,  were  colleded  from  his  publications,  and  made  the 
foundation  of  a charge  which  was  brought  againft  him  before  parliament. 
The  rights  of  the  commons,  M'hich  with  particular  attention  he  had  laboured 
to  vindicate  and  afeertain,  had  been  one  of  the  fubje61s  of  his  free  difeuffion. 
Inftead  of  prote6ling  him  in  reward  of  this  fervice,  and  of  his  exertions  in 
behalf  of  Ireland,  the  majority  of  that  houfe  liftened  to  the  charge,  voted  him 
an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  addreffed  the  lord  lieutenant  to  order  him  to 
be  profecuted  by  his  majefty’s  attorney  general.  The  hand  of  power  was  too 
prevailing  : the  favor  of  the  public  was  not  fufficient  to  defend  him  from  the 
danger,  by  which  he  was  threatened;  therefore  to  avoid  the  impending ftorm, 
Air.  Lucas  fled  from  Ireland.  After  he  had  fpent  fome  time  in  banifliment,  the 
turn  of  fortune  placed  him  once  more  in  an  honorable  fituation.  The  exer- 
tions of  his  friends  rofe  fuperior  to  the  influence,  by  which  he  had  been  op- 
prefled.  Upon  a new  vacancy,  he  returned  to  Dublin,  and  was  elefted  one 
of  the  reprefentatives  of  that  city  in  parliament.  The  fame  patriotic  prin- 
ciples, and  the  fame  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  conftitution,  for  which  he  had 
been  hitherto  fo  remarkable,  invariably  diftinguiflied  his  conduct  in  and  out 
of  parliament  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

The  fpirit  of  civil  freedom  and  conftitutional  independence  had  now  be- 
come fo  prevalent  in  Ireland,  that  the  Englifli  interefi;  could  no  longer  be 
kept  up  and  carried  on  with  that  fyRematic  and  uncontrouled  eafe,  with 
Avhich  it  had  been  managed  by  Primate  Boulter.  Upon  the  death  of  Primate 
Iloadley  who  had  fucceeded  Boulter  in  1747,  the  perfon  to  whom  this  in- 
terefl.  was  committed  was  George  Stone,  then  bilhop  of  Deny,  who  on  feveral 
occafions  had  fignalized  himfelf  by  a moft  determined  oppofition  to  the  Irijli 
intereji : immediately  upon  his  tranflation  to  the  See  of  Armagh,  he  was  put 
at  the  head  of  the  commiftion,  with  the  chancellor  and  fpeaker,  as  lords  juftices. 
This  prelate  \vas  a man  of  talent,  of  a lofty  and  arrogant  difpofition  ; refolute 


* Witliout  troubling  the  reader  with  any  of  Mr.  Lucas’s  writings  or  arguments,  it  may  not  be 
unfair  to  refer  him  to  his  general  profellion  of  political  faith,  by  which  he  committed  himfelf  in  his 
Addrefs  to  the  Earl  of  Harrington,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1749,  which  is  to  be  feen  in  the.  Appendix, 
^^o.  LVII. 

and 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


303 


and  determined ; and  a thorough-paced  courtier : he  was  wholly  devoted  to 
politics ; and  little  attentive  to  his  paftoral  duties,*  At  the  head  of  thofe, 

who 

* The  confufion  of  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  powers  muft  ever  be  attended  with  difadvantages 
to  botli.  The  prelate  when  in  the  cabinet,  is  as  much  out  of  his  element,  as  the  ftatefman  in  the 
pulpit.  Primate  Stone  was  lavilli  of  favors  to  his  creatures,  and  had  therefore  many  fupporters  ; 
-but  he  was  too  haughty  and  didatorial  not  to  have  many  enemies.  He  was  a man  ratlier  of  mean 
birth : his  grandfather  had  been  gaoler  at  Winchefter  : and  his  perquifites  in  that  lituation  had 
enabled  his  fon,  the  primate’s  father,  to  become  a banker  : he  was  a non-juror,  and  his  chief  cuf- 
tomers  were  tlie  Jacobites.  He  was  in  the  flower  of  youth  when  promoted  to  the  primacy  j a 
flation  to  which  none  before  him  had  been  raifed  till  in  the  decline  of  life.  His  perfon  was  un- 
commonly handfome  j which  procured  him  the  appellation  of  the  beauty  of  Holinefs.  It  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  the  rapid  progrefs  of  this  young  ecclefiaftic,  through  the  dignities  of  his  order, 
and  who  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  church  as  well  as  of  the  ftate,  llrould  raife  hatred  and  favor  to 
an  extraordinary  degree.  He  was  inordinate  in  his  ambition,  intemperate  in  his  paflions,  and  in- 
exorable in  his  refentments.  Like  his  predecetfor  Boulter,  he  was  invefted  with  the  arduous  charge 
of  marflialling  the  Englijh  iuferejl,  or  as  the  more  fpecious  phrafe  then  was  of  doing  the  hing's  (but 
in  fadt  the  minifter’s)  bujinefs.  His  entertainments  and  connedtions  were  fuited  to  his  youth  ; and 
however  conducive  he  might  render  them  to  his  ruling  paflion  of  ambition,  they  had  all  the  attrac- 
tions of  the  moft  voluptuous  refinement.  His  courtefy,  affability,  and  hofpitality  gained  him 
many  abettors  in  a country  where  thofe  qualities  are  fupereminently  appreciated  : and  it  is 
admitted  on  all  hands,  that  his  efforts  to  gain  profelytes  in  parliament  were  indefatigable.  Yet  with 
all  thefe  advantages  of  nature  and  power,  the  number  of  his  enemies  is  a ftrong  prefumption,  that 
tlie  charges  of  his  enemies  were  not  altogether  groundlefs.  For  the  honor  of  the  Englifli  nation, 
of  humanity  and  religion,  I forbear  to  retail  his  enemies’  account  of  his  condudt.  I take  the  lefs 
invidious  fide  of  the  queflion,  and  fubmit  his  defence  to  the  reader  from  an  avowed  encomiaft,  pub- 
liflied  in  London,  1757,  feven  years  before  his  death,  which  happened  in  1765,  when  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  primacy  by  Dr.  Robinfon,  afterwards  created  Lord  Rokeby,  {Letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  p.  12.)  Speaking  of  a ftrong  opponent  of  the  primate’s,  the  letter  writer  fays:  “ Know- 
''  ing,  perhaps  not  intirely  from  his  own  experience,  of  what  confequence  the  charadler  of  in- 
" tegrity  and  virtue  is  even  to  a ftatefman,  he  with  great  induftry  and  fecrecy  fpread  about  mif- 
“ reprefentations  of  the  primate,  as  a man  devoid  of  all  principles  of  religion  and  honor  j as  a 
” raonfter  fwayed  by  unnatural  appetites.  To  the  firft  of  thefe  charges,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  the 
primate  gave  fome  countenance,  by  a conduct  a little  too  free  for  a perfon  at  the  head  of  the 
“ ecclefiaftical  body.  Having  had  a liberal  education  himfelf,  and  having  always  lived  with  tliofe 
“ who  had,  he  could  not  confine  himfelf  within  the  narrow  fphere  of  his  profellion.  There  was 
“ more  foundation  for  the  fecond  than  for  any  other  part  of  the  charge.  He  was  not  always  as 
cautious  in  his  promifes  as  prudence  required.  Even  when  he  did  not  promife,  his  anfwers, 
“ from  a fear  of  offending,  and  a defire  of  uniting  every  body  to  him,  were  exprefled  in  fucli  a 
manner,  as  drew  in  the  perfons,  to  whom  they  w'ere  given,  to  guefs  at  more  than  he  meaned. 
A praftice  often  ufed  by  ftatefmen,  but  which  feems  as  little  agreeable  to  good  policy,  as  it  is  to 
“ morality.  Flence  every  body  left  him  contented  and  aflTured  of  his  friendfliip,  receiving  all  liis 
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M'ho  oppofed  him,  was  liis  colleague  in  the  commiflion  Mr.  Boyle  the  fpeaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  late  Lord  Clare  has  left  us  too  faithful  a 
portrait  of  this  prelate,  and  has  brought  the  confequences  of  his  and  the 
Britilh  cabinet’s  condu6l  in  Ireland,  to  too  clofe  a bearing  upon  the  Union, 
not  to  fubmit  it  to  the  reader  in  his  own  words. 

* “ After  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chappelle,  the  trade  of  this  country  had  fo 
encreafed,  that  the  hereditary  revenue  was  amply  fufficient  for  every  pub- 
“ lie  fervice,  and  a confiderable  furplus  remained  in  the  exchequer,  after 
“ defraying  every  charge  upon  it ; fo  that  in  effe6i;  the  crown  was  little,  if 
“ at  all  dependant  on  parliament  for  fupport:  and  it  is  difficult  to  fay  how 
“ long  this  oligarchy  might  have  kept  its  ground,  if  the  intrigues  of  the  am- 
“ bitious  ecclefiaftic,  then  at  the  head  of  the  Iriffi  church,  had  not  laid  the 
“ foundation  of  party  heat  and  animofities,  which  have  long  dffiurbed  and 
“ degraded  our  parliamentary  proceedings.  The  great  trial  of  ftrength  be- 
“ tween  the  primate  and  the  then  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was 
“ made  in  1753,  when  a bill  was  propofed  for  applying  the  furplus  then 
“ in  the  exchequer  to  pay  a public  debt,  which  had  been  fome  time  be- 
“ fore  contracted.  The  courtiers  of  that  day  ranged  under  the  eccleiiaftical 
“ banner,  contended  that  this  furplus  belonged  to  the  crown  ; and,  there- 
“ fore,  that  the  king’s  previous  aflent  to  its  application  ought  to  be  fignified 
“ before  the  commons  could  appropriate  it.  The  patriots, t ranged  under 

the 


" expreffions  of  kindnefs  as  fo  many  abfolute  promifes  of  what  they  folicited.  It  is  not  then  very 
" extraordinary  that  he  fliould  be  charged  with  many  breaches  of  faith,  and  that  the  truth  of  thofe 
afperfions  on  this  head,  with  \yhich  he  was  fo  frequently  befpattered,  thould  be  attefted  by  many. 
“ To  the  laft  abominable  charge  his  virtue  gave  rife.  Whether  from  a coldnefs  in  his  conftitution, 
" or  what  is  more  probable,  out  of  refpeiSt  to  his  ecclefiaftical  fun6tion,  he  totally  abftained  from 
“ women.  It  was  impoffible,  in  a country  which  piques  itfelf  upon  indifpenfable  attachments  to 
" the  fair  fex,  that  this  Ihould  not  be  taken  notice  of,  and  become  a general  topic  of  converfation. 
“ His  enemies  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  blacken  his  charadter,  with  the  imputation  of  a vice, 
“ the  more  eafily  credited,  by  how  much  the  more  abominable ; and  to  which  fome  of  his  connec- 
tions,  for  which  people  could  not  eafily  account,  did  not  a little  contribute.” 

* Speech,  on  the  1 0th  of  February,  1800,  p.  27. 

f True  it  is,  that  a very  numerous  party  at  this  time  ranged  themfelves  under  the  appellation  of 
patriots,  but  it  follows  not,  that  the  views  of  many  of  them  were  truly  patriotic  : but  as  a ftandard 
of  patrioiifm  was  then  eredled,  and  the  vidtory  was  to  be  gained  by  numbers,  it  will  readily  be  ad- 
mitted, that  too  fcrupulous  a teft  of  fincerity  was  not  required  of  thofe,  M'ho  offered  to  enlill  under 
the  banners  of  either  party.  Thus  too  frequently,  alas,  are  private  and  mifehievous  projedts  efiedted 
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“ the  Ipeaker’s  banner,  infifted  that  no  fuch  affent  was  neceffary,  and  beat 
“ their  political  adverfaries  by  a fmall  majority.  Heads  of  a bill  for  the  ap- 
“ propriation  pafled  the  commons  without  taking  notice  of  the  king’s  pre- 
“ vious  affent  to  it.  They  were  rejected  by  the  crown,  and  the  furplus  was 
“ applied  by  the  royal  authority,  without  the  intervention  of  parliament. 
“ But  the  commons  took  eflfe6tual  care,  that  the  queftion  fliould  not  occur  a 
“ fecond  time,  by  appropriating  every  future  furplus  to  their  private  ufe, 
“ under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  local  public  improvements.  Wind-mills 
“ and  water-mills,  and  canals,  and  bridges,  and  fpinning  jennies,  were  pro- 
“ vided  at  the  public  expence;  and  the  parliamentary  patrons  of  thefe  great 
“ national  objects  were  entrufted  with  full  difcretionary  powers  over  the 

money  granted  to  complete  them.  From  this  fyftem  of  local  improvement, 
“ a double  advantage  arofe  to  the  Irifli  ariftocracy : it  kept  their  followers 
“ heady  in  the  ranks,  and  by  reducing  the  crown  to  the  neceffity  of  calling 
“ for  the  fupplies,  made  the  political  fervices  of  the  leaders  neceffary  for  the 
“ fupport  of  the  king’s  government.  But  the  precedent  was  fatal,  and  a 
“ fyftem  has  gradually  been  built  upon  it,  which  would  beat  down  the  moll 
“ powerful  nation  of  the  earth.” 

As  one  of  the  prominent  objects  of  the  Union  was  to  remove  the  poflfibility 
of  that  mal-adminiftration  of  the  Irifli  government,  which  the  noble  earl  faid 
•would  beat  down  the  moji  powerful  nation  of  the  earth,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 

under  the  difguife  of'patriotifm : whence  the  very  term  has  latterly  loft  its  real,  and  acquired  equi- 
vocal import.  There  is  no  queftion  but  that  a certain  party,  whether  they  be  termed  an  oppojltion , 
untiminijlerial , country  party  or  patriots,  had  acquired  fuch  an  afcendancy  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, that  government  could  no  longer  enfure  a queftion  againft  them.  The  primate  had  kept  on 
terms  with  many  of  them ; but  the  management  of  the  king’s  bufmefs  under  fuch  checks  was  in- 
compatible with  the  uncontrolable  fpirit  of  that  prelate ; he  withdrew  the  malk,  and  openly  avowed 
his  intentions  of  carrying  every  meafure  of  the  Britilh  cabinet,  which  he  fpecioufty  termed  tlie 
king's  bufmefs,  with  a high  hand,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition.  Open  war  was  proclaimed  between  the 
contending  parties,  and  a ftandard  was  eredted  by  tliis  afpiring  prelate,  to  which  all  who  expedted 
preferment  in  church  or  ftate,  or  who  were  diftatisfied  with  their  own  party,  were  invited  to  refort. 
From  fubfequent  events,  the  reports  of  certain  difappointments  amongft  the  patriots  in  their  nego- 
ciations  with  the  primate  appear  not  to  have  been  altogether  groundlefs.  Thus  the  blunt  refufal 
of  a revernonary  grant  of  the  Mafterftiip  of  the  Rolls  to  Mr.  Carter’s  fon,  drove  the  father  into  a 
moft  determined  and  vindidive  oppofition.  The  primate,  from  the  age  and  infirmity  of  Mr.  Car- 
ter, confidered  the  reverfion  of  that  lucrative  employment  much  nearer  than  it  fell  in  j for  the 
mafter  of  the  rolls  lived  to  fee  the  fuccefs  of  his  oppofition  to  the  primate  end  in  that  prelate’s  dif- 
grace  and  confufion,  though  he  did  not  fucceed  in  his  own  pi  ivate  views. 
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enter  more  fully  into  the  grounds  of  that  oppofition,  which  the  patriots  then 
made  againft  the  Englijh  intereji.  It  had  been  the  invariable  ufage,  as  it 
was  the  inherent  duty  of  the  commons,  fince  the  Revolution,  to  fuperintend' 
the  expenditure  of  the  annual  fupplies  which  they  raifed  ; in  order  if  there 
diould  be  a deficiency,  that  they  might  fupply  it;  if  a furplus,  that  they 
might  apply  it  to  the  credit  of  the  nation  : and  the  received  notion  was,  that 
they  had  a right  to  difpofe  of  fuch  furplus  of  the  revenue,  without  the  confent 
of  the  fovereign  : accordingly  in  the  year  1740  they  prepared  a bill  with  the 
following  preamble : “ Whereas  on  the  25th  of  March  laft  a confiderable 
“ balance  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  vice-treafurers  or  receivers  general 
“ of  the  kingdom,  or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  unapplied;  and  it  will  be  for 
“ your  majefty’s  fervice,  and  for  the  eafe  of  your  faithful  fubjefts  in  this 
“ kingdom,  that  fo  much  thereof  as  can  be  conveniently  fpared  fliould“ 
“ be  paid,  agreeably  to  your  majefty’s  moft  gracious  intentions,  in  difeharge 
“ of  part  of  the  national  debt.”  This  aflumption  of  right  in  the  Irilh  com- 
mons to  apply  the  unappropriated  furplus  of  the  revenue  without  the  previous 
and  exprefs  confent  of  the  crown,  gave  great  offence  to  the  Britifii  cabinet, 
which  in  tendernefs  to  the  royal  prerogative  inftrudted  the  Duke  of  Dorfet, 
who  had  returned  lord  lieutenant  to  Ireland  in  1751,  to  affurc  the  par- 
liament, * that  he  was  commanded  by  the  king  to  acquaint  them,  that  his* 
majefty,  ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  his  fubjecls,  would  gva-' 
cioufly  confent  and  recommend  it  to  them,  that  fuch  a part  of  the  money 
then  reniaining  in  his  treafury,  as  fliould  be  thought  confiltent  with  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  ftiould  be  applied  towards  the  further  reduction  of  tlie  national 
debt.  This  declaration,  although  it  fell  in  with  their  intention  of  appro- 
priating the  furplus,  yet  alarmed  the  commons  as  a reflex  attempt  upon  their 
privileges : accordingly  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks,  which  is  ufually  a mere' 
echo  of  the  king-^s  fpeech,  they  omitted  to  notice  in  any  manner  this  confent 
of  the  crown ; and  they  acknowledged,  generally,  his  majefty 's  attention 
to  their  eafe  and  happinefs,  in  recommending  the  application  of  the  furplus.. 
In  confequence  of  this,  they  refolved  to  apply  120,0001.  of  that  furplus  to- 
wards difeharging  the  national  debt : and  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  framed 
for  this  purpofe  they  made  no  mention  of  his  majefty’s  confent;  which  ftudied’ 
omiflion  was  extremely  refented  by  the  Englifli  miniftry,  as  an  intended  and 
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Overt  attack  upon  the  prerogative.  The  bill  was  fent  back  amended  in  the 
preamble  by  an  infertion  of  his  majehy's  confent,  as  well  as  his  recommenda- 
tion. The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  then  been  for  fome  time  deeply  engaged 
ill  a mod  important  inveftigation  of  the  embezzlement  and  milkpplication  of 
public  money,  by  Mr.  Nevii,  one  of  their  own  houfe,  furveyor  and  engineer 
general,  who  was  found  guilty  of  the  groffeft  peculation,  embezzlement  and 
fraud  in  his  management  of,  and  contradls  for  the  barracks.*  Such  abufes 
of  public  trufts  had  been  long  complained  of,  and  much  longer  felt  by  the 
Irifli  nation:  but  till  the  patriots  of  that  day  had  acquired  fufficient  ftrength 
to  raife  an  effedtual  oppofition  to  the  abufes  of  the  Anglo-Irilh  government, 
all  addreffes,  remonftrances,  and  efforts  for  redrefs  had  (as  ufually  is  the  cafe) 
but  aggravated  the  evil,  whilft  the  date  delinquents  were  fhielded  by  that 
factitious  majority  in  parliament,  which  it  was  the  boafted  policy  of  thofe  times' 
to  fupport,  under  the  appellation  of  an  E7igUJh  hitereji.  An  infult  and  in- 
jury to  Ireland  which  the  Union  can  alone  effectually  repair.  As  this  public 
attack  upon  a fervant  of  the  crown  for  grofs  abufe  of  public  truft  w^as  the 
fil'd  effort  of  this  nature,  w'hich  feemed  to  promife  .fuccefs  from  the  daily 
accumulating  drength  of  the  patriots  and  the  glaring  notoriety  of  the  charges, 
the  commons  were  unwilling  to  embroil  themfelves  further  wdth  govern- 
ment, until  they  had  enfured  this  fird  victory.  They  therefore  paded  the  bill 
with  the  alteration,  without  even  debating  the  quedion.  Having  fucceeded 
in  convicting  the  furveyor  and  engineer  general  of  mifapplying  the  public 
money  and  abufmg  the  public  trud,  and  ordering  by  a refolution  of  their 
houfe,  that  at  his  own  expence, f and  without  any  further  charge  to  the  public, 
he  fhould  render  the  barracks  fit  for  the  reception  of  the  troops,  they  now 
referved  themfelves  to-  make  head  againd  this  encroachment  of  the  crown 
upon  their  own  privileges  and  uncontrolable  right  of  raifing  and  applying 
the  furplus  of  the  nation. 

The  Duke  of  Dorfet  was  fent  a fecond  time  to  affume  the  government  of 
Ireland,  in  the  full  expectation,  that  the  popularity  he  had  gained  in  his  fird 
adminidration,  would  have  been  fuccefsfully  employed  in  demining  the 
progrefs  of  patriotifm,  which  not  perhaps  fo  much  from  its  intrific  merits, 
as  from  the  popularity  of  Lucas,  and  the  difgrace  and  punifliment  of  Nevii, 

* For  the  different  reports  and  refolutions  againfl:  him  vide  5 Com.  Journ.  paffim. 

\ Mr.  Nevii  was  afterwards  expelled  the  houfe,  and  his  name  ordered  to  be  expelled  out  of  the 
lift.  5- Journ.  Com.  p.  iGo. 
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had  become  highly  alarming  to  the  Englifli  cabinet.  The  fate  of  that  lord 
lieutenant,  is  an  important  lelfon  to  the  llatefman,  of  the  evil  and  difgrace 
of  proftituting  principle  to  place  and  favor.  That  nobleman  was  remarkable 
for  his  fuavity  of  manners,  and  when  formerly  governor,  had  manifefted  fuch 
moderation,  prudence,  and  caution,  that  nearly  bordered  upon  timidity.  He 
had  no  perfonal  enemy,  and  was  really  friendly  to  the  welfare  and  profperity 
of  Ireland.  Upon  his  firft  arrival,  he  was  received  by  all  degrees  and  ranks 
of  men,  with  all  the  marks  of  joy  and  gratitude,  that  could  be  manifefted 
by  thofe,  who  had  experienced  thegoodnefs  and  mildnefs  of  his  former  admi- 
niftration,  and  who  had  long  regretted  his  abfence.  The  change  of  the  public 
difpofition  towards  his  grace  was  as  fudden,  as  his  devotion  to  the  Englijh 
intereji  was  determined.  Primate  Stone,  to  whofe  nod  the  whole  Irifli  go- 
vernment moved,  was  execrated  in  the  country  for  the  deteftable  vices  he 
was  charged  with:  and  Lord  George  Sackville  the  lieutenant’s  fon,  the  fecre- 
tary,  gave  general  offence  to  the  nation  by  the  loftinefs  of  his  carriage : he 
was  difdainful  and  impetuous:  and  though  eloquent  was  often  petulant  and 
generally  farcaftic  in  his  language.  The  patriots  complained  loudly,  that 
under  thefe  two,  namely,  an  Englilh  archbifliop,  (no  very  ftaunch  model  of 
morality  or  virtue)  and  a young  fupercilious  boy,  giddy  and  intoxicated  with 
power,  the  Irilli  nation  was  governed  vuthout  controul.*  The  duke  was 
confidered  as  the  mere  paftive  tool  of  government;  though  he  had  no  ene- 
mies to  his  perfon,  he  now  found  a hoft  againft  his  government. 

When  in  1753,  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  opened  the  feflion,  he  again  informed 

* How  general  the  national  hatred  of  the  fecretary  and  the  primate  was,  appears  from  fome 
of  the  {landing  toafts  at  that  time  ufed  at  the  convivial  meetings  of  the  patriots : May  all  Secretary 
Bajhaws  and  lordly  High  Pritjls,  he  kept  to  their  tackle,  the  /word  and  the  Bible.  And  may  the 
importation  of  Gany7nedes  he  difcontinncd  in  Ireland.  Thefe  fixed  public  expreffions  of  the  fenfe 
of  a party,  prove  not  the  truth  but  the  prevalence  of  certain  opinions,  under  which  they  atled.  In 
a country  where  the  vice  of  drinking  has  at  all  times  been  prevalent,  and  is  the  occupation  of  a 
principal  part  of  the  day,  thefe  convivial  hours  were  naturally  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  political 
purpofes,  which  generally  brought  the  parties  together.  Mr.  Carter,  the  mailer  of  the  rolls,  was 
eminent  for  his  perfeverance  at  the  bottle,  and  keeping  the  table  in  a roar  of  laughter  by  his  arch- 
nefs,  vivacity,  and  wit.  To  him  indeed  was  afcribed  the  facetious  device  of  fyilematically  con- 
veying point  and  fatyre  in  toafts,  which  afterwards  gained  circulation  through  the  newfpapers,  and 
found  their  way  to  the  heart  by  being  frequently  repeated  in  the  eft’ervefcence  of  hilarity  and  heat  of 
intemperance.  Thus  did  the  moft  pointed  apophthegms  of  politics,  unite  the  company  and  fliarpen 
the  wit  and  malice  of  individuals  againft  their  common  enemy. 
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the  commons,  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  majefty  to  inform  them,  that 
he  would  gracioufly  confent  and  recommend  it  to  them,  that  fo  much  of  the 
money  remaining  in  his  treafury,  as  Ihould  be  necelfary,  fliould  be  applied 
to  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt,  or  to  fuch  part  thereof  as  they  fliould 
think  expedient.*  They  again  .omitted  the  word  confent  out  of  their  addrefs, 
and  refolved,  in  their  bill  of  application,  not  only  to  fmk  this  odious  term, 
but  likewife  to  abate  in  their  complaifance  to  the  crown,  by  leaving  out  tlie 
expreffion  of  grateful  acknowledgement,  which  had  met  with  fuch  a cold 
reception  above.  By  this  time  the  conteft  had  kindled  up  two  violent  fadlions, 
and  diffufed  a general  fpirit  of  refentinent  through  the  whole  Irilh  nation. 
The  committee,  who  prepared  the  bill,  inftead  of  inferting  the  ufual  compli- 
ments in  the  preamble,  mentioned  nothing  but  a recital  of  fadls,  and  fent 
it  over  in  a plain  drefs,  cjuite  dellitute  of  all  embroidery.'}'  The  miniftry, 

intent 


* 5 Journ.  Com.  p.  167. 

f The  primate  upon  this  occafion,  fummoned  a few  of  his  moft  intimate  friends,  to  confult  what 
ftep  fliould  be  taken.  The  only  doubt  was,  whether  an  amendment  on  thefe  heads  of  a bill,  fliould 
be  propofed  to  the  houfe  upon  the  report,  or  whether  they  fliould  be  permitted  to  pafs  in  the  lhape 
they  were  brought  in,  and  the  alteration  of  them  left  to  be  made  in  England : the  latter  of  thefe 
methods  was  refolved  on,  and  followed  up  on  this  reafoning:  if  the  bill  when  altered  in  England, 
fliould  upon  its  return  be  pafl'ed  by  the  commons,  the  patriots  mufl:  inevitably  lofe  their  interefl: 
with  the  people : if  they  fliould  oppofe  it,  that  would  be  a good  pretence  to  deprive  them  of  their 
employments,  which  they  held  at  the  will  of  the  crown,  and  of  which  the  primate  hoped  to  have  the 
difpofal.  To  make  the  game  more  fecure,  and  to  engage  the  crown  more  deeply  in  the  conteft,  a 
letter  was  procured  to  accompany  the  bill  to  the  privy  council,  figned  by  moft  of  the  officers  of  ftate 
in  Great  Britain,  declaring,  that  it  was  a point  of  prerogative,  from  whence  his  majefty  would  never 
depart.  As  councils  too  fiibtil  often  produce  contrary  and  unthought  of  ends,  fo  this,  thdugh  it  had 
the  immediate  effedts,  which  liad  been  forefeen,  yet  in  the  end  it  produced  very  different  confe- 
quences  from  what  he  who  gave  it  expected.  The  bill  was  rejedted  in  the  commons  by  a majority 
of  five,  in  confequence  of  which,  feveral  of  the  principal  members  of  the  patriots  were  immediately 
removed  from  their  employments : at  thefe  violent  proceedings  the  whole  nation  took  fire.  The 
degraded  members  of  the  patriots  exalted  by  their  difgrace,  became  the  idols  of  the  people,  and 
were  worftiipped  as  Martyrs  for  the  liberties  of  their  country.  In  this  temper  it  was  hazard- 
ous to  let  the  commons,  who  had  been  adjourned  for  a few  days,  meet.  The  parliament  was  fud- 
denly  prorogued,  and  feveral  bills  equally  necetfary  to  the  crown  as  to  the  fubjeft,  fell  to  the  ground. 
The  primate  who  was  confidered  as  the  author  of  all  thefe  meafures,  defpairing  to  gain  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  determined  to  awe  them  into  fubmiflion  by  others  ftill  more  violent:  he  urged 
the  Duke  of  Dorfet  to  remove  from  their  employments  not  only  all,  who  oppofed  him,  but  thofe, 
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intent  upon  vindicating  the  prerogative  from  fucli  an  unmannerly  attacTs:, 
filled  up  the  omiflions  of  the  committee,  andfent  it  back  with  this  alteration  j 
“ and  your  majefty,  ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  your  faithful 
“ fubjects,  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fignify  that  you  would  confait,  to 
“ recommend  it  to  us,  that  fo  much  of  the  money  remaining  in  your  ma- 
“ jefty’s  treafury,  as  fliould  be  necelfary,  be  applied  to  the  difeharge  of  the 
“ national  debt,  or  fuch  part  thereof,  as  fiiould  be  thought  expedient  by 
“ parliament.”  This,  then  being  the  crifis,  which  was  to  determine  a con- 
ffitutional  point  of  fuch  importance,  namely,  whether  the  people  in  parliament 
aflembled,  had  a right  to  deliberate  upon,  and  vote  the  application  of  any 
part  of  the  unappropriated  revenue,  M^ithout  the  previous  confent  of  the 
crown  ,;  thofe  who  Avere  the  rnoft  zealoufly  attached  to  the  liberties  of  their 
country  refolved  to  exert  themfelves  in  oppofing  what  they  conceived  to  be 
a violation  of  their  liberties;  and  the  bill,  with  alterations,  was  rejedled  by  a 
majority  of  five  voices.  The  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours  was  celebrated 
with  the  mofl;  extravagant  rejoicings,  as  a triumph  of  patriotifra  over  the  arts 
of  minifterial  corruption,  and  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  fervants  of  the  crown, 
who  had  joined  the  popular  cry,  on  this  occafion,  Avere  in  a little  time  dif- 
mifled  from  their  employments.  The  rejedljon  of  the  bill  Avas  a great  dif- 
appointment  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  and  the  circulation  of  cafli  Avas 
almoft  fiagnated. 

In  this  contell  for  conftitutional  rights,  the  Earl  of  Kildare  was  promi- 

whom  he  fufpefted  to  have  any  conneAion  with  the  oppofite  party.  But  the  duke  had  not  the 
courage  or  vigor  of  mind,  equal  to  fuch  an  undertaking.  He  dreaded  the  tumults  of  the  people; 
every  Ihout  of  the  mob  threw  him  into  panics ; and  this  being  known,  they  never  let  him  reft  a 
moment.  However  for  the  prefent  to  rid  hirafelf  of  importunities,  he  promifed  the  primate,  that 
upon  his  return  to  England,  which  he  wiftied  for  with  the  utmoft  impatience,  he  would  do  every 
thing  he  could  defire.  The  Duke  of  Dorfet  foon  after  this,  under  the  prote6tion  of  the  guards  and 
of  a mob  hired  and  made  drunk  for  the  purpofe,  by  a man  who  was  amply  rewarded  for  that  fervice 
by  a penfion  on  the  public  eftablifliment,  made  his  efcape  out  of  that  kingdom.  The  primate,  who 
was  continued  in  the  government,  employed  every  expedient  of  menaces  and  promifes  to  break  the 
party.  Threats  could  not  terrify  thofe,  who  had  fo  bold  an  example  fet  before  them  by  their 
leaders,  and  who  were  fecure  of  the  proteftion  of  the  people.  Rewards  would  not  Induce  thofe,  who 
forefaw  the  downfall  of  the  primate,  and  were  made  to  expeft  much  greater,  and  more  permanent 
rewards  from  the  exaltation  of  the  patriots,  which  they  now  looked  upon  as  certain.  But  what 
principally  kept  men  fteady,  was  the  difgrace  of  becoming  apoftates  from  thofe  principles,  which 
they  had  before  confidered  with  a kind  of  religious  reverence. 
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nently  confplcuous:  he  as  well  as  the  mod  confiderable  men  of  fortune  in 
Ireland,  that  were  not  under  fome  fpecial  tie  or  obligation  to  government, 
fided  with  the  patriots.  It  was,  notwithilanding,  mod  indudrioufly  circu- 
lated from  the  caftle,  both  in  print  and  otherwife,  that  the  majority  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  was  a Popi/h  and  Jacobite  party,  that  was 
endeavouring  to  deftroy  the  royal  prerogatives,  in  order  to  pave  the  way 
to  his  majedy's  expulfion  from  the  throne;  and  fuch  undoubtedly  vTie 
they  reprefented  to  the  king  and  the  minidry  in  England.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumdances,  the  Earl  of  Kildare  prefented  with  his  own  hand  a mod  fpirited 
memorial*  to  the  king,  in  which,  after  referring  to  the  hereditary  loyalty 
of  his  family  from  the  days  of  Henry  II.  he  affured  his  majedy,  that  he  was 
the  rather  induced  to  lay  that  memorial  at  his  feet,  as  it  was  on  good  pre- 
fumption  furmifed,  that  all  accefs  to  his  royal  ear  was  Ihut  up,  and  his  liege 
fubjeds  debarred  the  liberty  of  complaining:  that  as  no  notice  had  been  taken 
of  feveral  reinondrances  lately  made  by  his  majedy's  liege  fubjecls,  it  was 
humbly  prefumed,  that  fuch  reinondrances  had  been  ft.oppcd  and  debarred 
in  their  progrefs  to  the  royal  ear:  that  he  ventured  on  that  bold  dep  at  the 
requed  of  thoufands  : that  in  general  the  face  of  his  loyal  kingdom  of  Ireland 
wore  difcontent ; a difcontent  not  colored  from  caprice  or  fadlion,  but  purely 
founded  on  minifterial  mifapplication.  This  drong,  though  neceffary  mea- 
fure  of  the  Earl  of  Kildare  gav’e  great  offence  and  fome  alarm  to  the  Britifli 
cabinet,  though  they  affected  to  treat  it  as  an  a6t  of  folly  and  temerity, 
which  nothing  but  the  extreme  mildnefs  of  government  would  permit  to 
pafs  unpuniihed.f 

The 

* Vide  the  memorial  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LVIII. 

f Tins  appears  from  a letter  written  by  the  Earl  of  Holdernefs  to  the  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

My  good  Lokd  Chancellor, 

I AM  not  a little  concerned  that  the  noble  Earl  of  Kildare  Ihould  take  fo 
bold  a ftep  as  he  may  repent  hereafter,  and  do  allure  you  that  I think  he  has  not  Ihewn  himfelf  a 
perfon  of  difcretion,  be  the  act  never  fo  popular. 

He  was  but  ill  received,  and  very  coolly  difmilfed,  as  indeed  the  prefumption  well  merited  ; for 
why  flrould  his  majefty  receive  any  rcmoiiftrances  concerning  his  kingdom  or  government,  but 
from  the  proper  minifters,  or  through  the  ufual  channel,  viz.  both  houfes  in  parliament.  1 defire 
my  compliments  may  attend  his  grace  the  Lord  Primate,  and  wilh  him  fuccefs  in  all  ^laudable 
endeavours  for  poor  Ireland. 

I am 

Your  e.xcellency’s  moft  obedient  fervant, 

HOLDERNESS. 

R R Anotlrcr 
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The  cllftrefled  and  embarrafled  fituation  of  his  country  rouzed  the  patriot 
attention  of  that  illuftrious  nobleman,  who  truly  reflected  honor  on  nobility: 
his  intrepidity  fuggefted  the  refolution  of  awakening  the  guardian  care  of 
the  father  of  his  country,  by  becoming  a perfonal  advocate  for  his  people, 
pointing  out  their  grievances,  and  the  fource  of  them,  and  opening  again 
the  channel  of  communication,  after  its  natural  current  had  been  obftrufted, 
on  whieh  the  very  life  and  being  of  public  happinefs  effentially  depend.  If 
it  M'ere  without  a precedent,  fo  was  the  occafion,  that  made  it  neceffary. 
The  good  of  his  country  was  at  once  its  motive  and  its  juflification;  and  the 
rage  and  violence  it  excited  evinced  how  great  and  unexpected  a iliock  it 
was  to  the  EjigUJh  interejl.  It  did  not  however  lofe  its  effeCt  upon  the  king. 
The  popular  clamor  became  fo  loud,  that  government  was  terrified  into  mea- 
fures,  to  which  every  man  will  apply  a quality  according  to  his  own  political 
conceptions.  The  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  promoted  to  the 
dignity  of  an  earl* : and  feveral  other  patriots  accepted  of  lucrative  employ- 
. ments. 

Anotlier  letter  upon  the  fame  fubjedt  came  to  light  about  the  fame  time,  written  by  the  Duke  of 
Dorfet  to  Primate  Stone,  viz. 

Touching  the  Earl  of  Kildare’s  memorial  prefented  to  the  king  my  matter,  it 
has  neither  ferved  him,  nor  injured  us.  It  is  looked  upon,  as  it  juftly  deferves  to  be,  an  aft  of 
prefumption,  and  a ftep  of  faftion.  In  a lefs  mild  adminiftration,  and  under  a reign  lefs  merciful, 
it  would  have  proved  an  aft  full  of  danger. 

If  the  fubjefts  of  Ireland  were  difcontented  witli  the  meafures  of  government,  was  not  the  privy 
council  open  to  receive  the  complaints  ? were  not  your  excellencies  acceffible  to  complaints  of  grie- 
vances ? but  for  one  man,  becaufe  the  firll  peer  of  the  realm,  to  take  the  kingdom’s  diftrelfes  on 
his  thoulders,  and  like  another  Hercules,  to  put  his  fhoulders  to  the  government,  in  which  he  had 
neither  place  nor  concern,  was  fure  unworthy  of  his  prudence,  if  he  had  any.  I am  nor  for  hot 
water,  my  defign  is  pacific,  and  tending  to  the  public  good, 

I am 

Your  lordfliip’s  friend, 

DORSET. 

* Viz.  Of  Shannon  ; he  had  alfo  a penfion  of  2000/.  per  ann.  for  31  years.  There  was  much 
intrigue  in  bringing  about  thefe  changes  in  Ireland.  The  Primate  was  over-reached  by  his  own 
infincerity  and  ambition.  He  had  promifed  the  fame  appointments  to  feveral  with  the  intent  of 
difappointing  each.  He  entered  into  a clofe  conneftion  with  the  Earl  of  Befiborough,  who  had 
long  withed,  but  had  been  baffled  by  the  patriots,  in  fetting  up  an  independent  intcreft  in  the 
commons : his  particular  view  was  to  place  his  fon  Mr.  Ponfonby,  in  the  chair.  In  this  union  of 
the  Primate  with  the  Earl  of  Befborough,  the  principles  of  each  were,  that  the  earl  thinking  the 
primate  to  be  more  attentive  to  power  than  to  riches,  fed  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  drawing  the 
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merits.  Primate  Stone,  who  had  been  the  chief  fomenter  of  the  late  diftur- 
bances,  was  by  his  majefty’s  command  ftrucken  off  the  lift  of  privy  counfel- 

lors 


profits  to  hlmfelf : the  primate,  inordinately  ambitious,  made  no  doubt  of  governing  the  youthful 
fpeaker,  and  fo  bringing  the  whole  power  of  the  ftate  into  his  own  hands.  Defpairing  of  the 
fpeaker’s  removal,  the  Primate  endeavoured  to  force  him  to  a refignation  by  rendering  his  fituation 
uneafy  ; this  alfo  failed,  and  made  him  rally  his  friends  in  his  own  fupport,  which  raifed  him  above 
the  efforts  of  his  enemies  to  difplace  him.  The  fpeaker  in  fadt  was  a deeper  politician  than  the 
primate.  The  fimplicity  and  unaffefted  eafe  of  his  addrefs  and  a natural  politenefs  of  manner 
rendered  him  amiable  even  to  his  opponents.  In  appearance  he  was  moft  open,  in  reality  moft 
referved  ; he  had  the  art  of  extradting  the  fecrets  of  others,  and  of  preferring  his  own  without  any 
fhew  of  art  or  conftraint.  He  had  been  raifed  to  the  chair  and  fupported  in  it  by  the  people,  at 
leaft  without  the  afliftance,  if  not  in  oppofition  to  the  government.  He  had  lliewn  much  firmnefs 
in  refilling  attacks  upon  him  in  carrying  matters  through  the  houfe,  and  had  had  the  uncommon 
addrefs  of  preferring  his  popularity  even  in  fupporting  unpopular  adls.  The  Englilh  cabinet  alarmed 
at  the  dillurbances  in  Ireland  refolved  to  facrifice  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  to  their  fears  j and  his  fuccef- 
for.  Lord  Hartington,  was  appointed  through  the  means  of  Mr.  Fox  (afterwards  Lord  Holland)  then 
fecretary  of  Hate,  who  was  known  to  be  in  the  clofeft  union  with  the  Earl  of  Kildare.  The  fagacity 
and  experience  of  the  Earl  of  Befborough  led  him  to  forefee  the  approaching  downfall  of  the  primate, 
and  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  advantages  of  his  fituation  whilft  he  could  keep  it : fo  that  to  the  very  clofe 
of  this  prelate’s  career  of  power,  all  the  new  appointments  were  made  with  their  joint  aflent.  No- 
thing could  be  more  favorable  to  the  political  views  of  tliis  earl,  than  the  appointment  of  the  new 
lord  lieutenant ; through  him  he  hoped  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  patriots,  whom  he  had  greatly 
offended  by  his  coalition  with  the  primate  j and  through  them  he  expefted  to  place  his  fon  in  the 
chair  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Before  the  new  lord  lieutenant  had  arrived  in  Ireland,  a fecret 
treaty  was  entered  into  between  him  and  the  two  leading  patriots  (Mr.  Malone  and  the  fpeaker) 
through  the  Earl  of  Kildare  : and  to  this  treaty  the  Earl  of  Befborough  was  not  only  admitted  but 
confenting.  The  new  lord  lieutenant  immediately  upon  his  arrival  expreffed  the  moft  gracious 
favor  to  all  thofe,  who  had  moft  violently  oppofed  his  predeceflbr  : and  the  condudt  of  the  whole 
admin iftration  appeared  for  fome  time  myfterious.  The  patriots  talked  loudly  of  impeachments 
and  expulfions  ; and  the  primate,  whofe  chief  fupporters  were  placemen  and  penfioners,  found 
himfelf  neceflitated  to  adopt  all  the  meafures  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  which  he  did  with  more  zeal, 
than  fome  thought  either’  necelfary  or  prudent.  Each  party  for  obvious  reafons  appeared  fearful 
of  oppofition.  The  primate  was  intimidated  out  of  the  violent  meafures,  which  his  imperious  and 
vindidtive  nature  prompted  him  to  ; and  the  patriots  naturally  held  back,  till  their  new  arrange- 
ments were  announced.  Befides  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Boyle  to  the  Earldom  of  Shannon,  Mr. 
Ponfonby  was  eledted  fpeaker  without  oppofition  ; Mr.  Malone  was  to  fucceed  Mr.  Boyle  in  the 
chancellorthip  of  the  exchequer  5 Mr.  Carter  having  been  induced  to  accept  of  tlie  fecretarylhip ; 
but  the  outcry  of  the  people  agalnft  him,  and  particularly  of  his  own  connedtions,  forced  him  to 
decline  it.  This  however  turned  to  his  advantage,  for  Mr.  Boyle  (then  Earl  of  Shannon)  conti- 
nued in  the  office,  and  Mr.  Malone  received  the  profits.  This  did  not  reftore  Mr.  Malone  to  the 
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lors,  and  mod  of  thofe,  who,  by  his  intrigues  l)ad  been  difplaced  for  voting 
for  the  money  bill,  were  reinftated  with  honor.  The  Marquis  of  liartington, 
afterwards  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  went  over  as  lord  lieutenant:  upon  his 
• return  to  England  in  17S6,  Lord  Chancellor  Jocelyn  and  the  Earls  of  Kil- 
dare and  Befl)orough  were  appointed  lords  juftices.  IMuch  of  the  popular 
ferment  now  fubfided,  and  the  kingdom  once  more  refumed  the  appearance 
of  tranquillity. 

Loud  as  was  the  cry  of  patriotifm,  firm  as  was  the  ftand  made  by  the  patri- 
ots of  3753  againft  the  encroachments  of  an  Englilh  intereft,  and  drength- 
ened  as  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  conditutional  principles  of  civil  liberty  by 
the  late  appointments,  yet  lamentable  is  it  to  refle6l,  that  when  the  boaded 
purity  of  thefe  very  patriots  was  called  into  adlion  by  fome  of  the  few  fmcere 
fupporters  of  the  party,  the  majority  of  them  became  as  recreant  from  the 
caufe  of  civil  freedom  and  legillative  independence  as  the  mod  venal  profti- 
tute  to  lydematic  corruption.  On  the  17th  of  March,  1756,  the  Floufe  of 

favor  of  the  people,  though  it  fnfpencled  their  refentment  againft  him.  Mr.  Stannard,  a man  in 
high  favor  with  the  people,  had  been  induced  to  undergo  the  odium  of  fucceeding  Mr.  Malone  as 
prime  ferjeant,  by  being  told  that  hi.s  majefty  had  himlelf  nominated  him  '%  that  office,  and  had 
begged  that  he  would  accept  of  it  to  (ihligc  him.  It  was  now  too  late  in  the  I'effion  to  form  a party  to 
inakehcad  againft  the  united  force  of  fo  many  chiefs ; yet  many  fymptoras  appeared  of  growing  difcon- 
tents  ; fome  iharp  things  were  thrown  out  againft  the  lord  lieutenant ; alarmed  at  the  fymptoms  of  a 
rifing  ftorm,  he  refolved  to  leave  no  time  for  mifchref,  and  abruptly  put  an  end  to  the  feliion  at  tire 
moment  it  w'as  expe6ied,  that  the  commons  were  about  to  pal's  a refolutiou  to  vindicate  the  honor  of 
the  nation. 

The  patriots  had  the  fupport  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Preftbyterians,  from  their  natural  antipathy 
fo  prelacy,  not  only  in  order  to  oppofe  the  influence  of  the  primate,  but  alfo  to  cruth  the  unnatural 
afcendancy  of  an  Engliffi  intereft  in  Ireland.  And  fuch  of  the  Catholics  as  took  an  aftive  concern 
in  the  politics  of  the  day  fided  alfo  with  them  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Malone,  who  was  tlic 
moft  refpeded  and  moft  entrufted  by  their  body  of  any  perfon  in  that  kingdom.  Pie  moderated 
their  councils,  and  had  publicly  fupported  their  intereft,  whenever  occafion  required  it.  This  fpc- 
cies  of  coalition  between  the  Diflenters  and  the  Roman  Catholics  gave  unufual  alarm  to  the  primate: 
in  it  he  fully  read  the  future  triumph nf  the  Irijli  over  the  Englijli  intereft,  by  the  union  of  the  Irilli 
people  amongft  themfelves  : and  fhe  Duke  of  Devonflrire,  wffiofe  enlarged  principles  had  overlooked 
the  ftinted  monopoly  of  Englifli  power  in  Ireland,  kept  up  fo  fyftematically  by  his  prcdecelTor,  in 
his  farewell  fpeech  to  the  parliament,  no  longer  confined  his  recommendations  to  an  union,  between 
Trifla  Proteftants  againft  the  common  enemy  j but  he  (bCom.Joitrii.  jo.  409.J  encouraged  harmony, 
and  union  amongst  all  his  majejly's  faithful  fubjedis.  The  laudable  views  of  the  new  changes 
and  coalition  were  to  engage  the  natural  influence  of  Ireland  in  the  caufe  of  fair  civil  liberty  upon 
true  conflitutional  grounds. 
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Commons  according  to  order  refolved  itfelf  into  a committee  of  the  whole 
hoLife,  to  take  into  confideration  the  heads  of  a moft  Avholeforiie  bill  to  fecure 
the  freedom  of  parliament,  by  vacating  the  feats  of  fuch  members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  lliould  accept  of  any  j)enfion  or  civil  office  of  profit 
from  the  crown : and  after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  upon  the  report  of  pro- 
grefs,  and  motion  for  leave  to  fit  again  on  the  next  day,  the  houfe  divided, 
59  for  the  bill,  and  85  againft  it.  This  was  a fatal  warning  to  the  Irifli 
nation,  againft  the  lubricity  of  their  reprefentatives,  whenever  their  private 
intereft  could  interfere  with  the  national  welfare  and  profperity.*  The  lofs 
of  this  truly  patriotic  queftion  too  clofely  bears  upon  the  general  fyftem  of 
governing  that  kingdom,  not  to  enter  more  fully  into  the  detail  of  that 
tranfadiion  in  order  to  illuftrate  to  the  Irifli  nation  the  advantages,  which 
the  Union  muft  necelTarily  bring  Avith  it,  by  abolifliing  that  power,  which 
had  on  fo  many  occalions  facrificed  the  rights,  Avelfare,  and  happinefs  of  the 
Irifli  nation  to  private  lucre  or  Britifli  influence. 

The  patriots  however  rallied  once  more  fuccefsfully  upon  a moft  important 
queftion,  namely,  whether  the  great  reprefentative  body  of  the  nation  fliould 
be  deprived  of  accefs  to  the  throne  by  any  minifterial  influence,  through 
Avhich  channel  the  petitions  and  grievances  of  the  nation  are  moft  properly 
laid  before  the  throne  } The  fteadinefs  and  refolution  of  the  majority,  who 
attended  the  bufinefs  of  their  country  on  this  occafion,  and  particularly  the 
firm  zeal  of  Mr.  John  Ponfonby,  the  fpcaker,  cannot  be  over-rated.  Like 
true  and  fincere  patriots,  they  immoveably  fupported  the  juft  prerogatives 
of  the  crown,  the  dignity  and  privileges  of  parliament,  and  the  liberties  and 
known  rights  of  the  people. 

t Mr.  John  Bourke  reported  from  the  committee  (appointed  to  infpecl  the 

* 3 Journ.  Com.  p.  .38.  On  the  day  of  this  debate  a lift  of  thepenfions  granted  upon  the  civil 
eftablilhment  of  Ireland  was  according  to  order  given  in  to  the  houfe:  it  amounted  to  44,393/.  lbs. 
and  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix  to  that  volume  of  the  .Tournals  CCXCVI.  In  this  lift  of  pen- 
lioners  are  to  be  read  many  of  the  firft  names  of  Ireland,  many  foreigners,  few  or  no  meritorious 
fervants  of  the  public  j the  Countefs  of  Yarmouth  ftood  upon  it  for  4000/.  Mr.  Bellingham  Boyle 
had  been  added  to  it  within  twelve  months  for  800/.  during  pleafure,  and  the  Earl  of  Shannon  clofed 
it  for  2000/.  The  conftitution,  by  lodging  the  fource  of  remuneration  in  the  crown,  evidently  did 
it  for  the  wife  purpofe  of  encouraging  zeal  and  induftry  for  the  public  fervice  : and  the  conlide- 
ration  of  the  royal  favor  and  grace  Ihould  always  form  a diftindt  column  in  the  official  fchedules  of 
fuch  grants. 

-f  G Journ.  Com.  p.  21.  ♦ 
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public  accounts  of  the  nation)  the  refolutions,  which  the  committee  had 
directed  him  to  report  to  thehoufe,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  were  read,  and  are  as  folloM'’s : 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  feveral  penfions 
and  falaries  placed  upon  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  this  kingdom  fmce  the  23d 
of  March  1755,  amount  to  the  annual  fum  of  twenty  eight  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  three  pounds. 

Refolded,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  feveral  of  the  faid 
penfions  are  granted  to  perfons  who  do  not  refide  in  this  kingdom. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  feveral  of  the  faid 
penfions  are  granted  for  long  and  unufual  terms. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  lift  of  penfions 
returned  as  a charge  upon  this  eftablifliment  (exclufive  of  the  military  pen- 
fions) for  tiro  years,  from  the  25th  of  March  1755,  to  the  25th  of  March  1757, 
exceed  the  whole  charges  of  the  reft  of  the  civil  lift  twenty  two  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  eight  pounds,  four  fhillings  andfeven  pence  three'farthings. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  an  improvident  dif- 
pofition  of  the  rev^enue  is  an  injury  to  the  crown  and  public. 

To  which  refolutions,  the  queftions  being  feverally  put,  the  houfe  did  agree 
nemine  contra dicente. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente.  That  the  granting  of  penfions  upon  the 
civil  eftablifliment  of  this  kingdom  to  perfons  who  do  not  relide  in  it,  is  a 
prgudice  to  it. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente.  That  the  increafe  of  civil  penfions  for 
many  years  paft,  is  a grievance  to  the  nation,  and  demands  redrefs. 

Refohed,  nemine  contradicente,  That  the  granting  of  penfions  for  a long 
term  of  years,  is  an  alienation  for  fo  much  of  the  public  revenue,  and  an 
injury  to  the  crown  and  this  kingdom. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  the  granting  of  fomuch  of  the  public 
revenue  in  penfions,  is  an  improvident  difpofition  of  the  revenue,  an  injury  to 
the  crown,  and  detrimental  to  the  public. 

Refolved,  That  the  houfe,  with  its  fpeaker,  do  attend  his  grace  the  lord 
lieutenant,  with  the  faid  refolutions,  and  defire  his  grace  will  be  pleafed  to 
lay  the  fame  before  his  inajefty  as  the  fenfe  of  this  houfe. 

On  the  Qth,  application  was  made  to  know  when  his  grace  the  lord  lieute- 
nant would  be  attended  in  order  to  give  an  anfwer^  when  he  would  tranfmit 
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the  refolutions  to  be  laid  before  his  majefty,  purfuant  to  the  defire  of  the 
houfe. 

On  the  nth,  Mr.  Secretary  acquainted  the  houfe,  tliat  his  grace  would  be 
attended  the  day  following,  at  two  of  the  clock. 

The  ] 2th,  the  houfe  with  Mr.  Speaker  attended  the  lord  lieutenant,  who 
was  pleafed  to  give  them  the  following  anfwer,  viz. 

“ The  matter  contained  in  thofe  refolutions  is  of  fo  high  a nature,  that  I 
“ cannot  fuddenly  determine  whether  it  be  proper  for  me  to  tranfmit  them 
“ to  hismajefty.”  On  the  fpeaker’s  return,  the  anfwer  being  reported,  Mr. 
Secretary  moved,  that  the  fame  fliould  be  entered  in  the  journal  of  the  houfe 
as  explicit  and  fatisfa6tory ; and  being  debated,  and  the  queftion  put,  Mr. 
Secretary  apprehending  the  majority  againft  the  motion,  defired  leave  to 
withdraw  it,  vdiich  prevented  a divifion  at  that  time. 

On  the  14th,  the  houfe  being  met,  a motion  was  made,  that  all  orders,  not 
proceeded  on,  Ihould  be  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  the  houfe  not  having 
received  an  anfwer  from  the  lord  lieutenant  relative  to  tranfmitting  the 
refolutions  of  the  Commons  on  the  ill  of  November,  in  refpe6l  to  penfioners. 

Here  the  grand  debate  arofe,  as  thofe  who  declared  for  the  adjournment 
were  for  fupporting  the  refolutions,  to  have  them  laid  before  his  majefty,  and 
thofe  who  were  for  fupprefling  the  refolutions,  and  preventing  national  grie-* 
vances  being  laid  before  the  throne,  were  againft  the  adjournment,  the  fate  of 
which  was,  in  fa6t,  a determination  of  the  main  queftion,  which  was  ^of  no 
lefs  importance  in  its  confequences,  than  whether  the  people  of  Ireland  were 
to  be  deprived  of  the  parliamentary  means  of  laying  their  grievances  before 
the  crown?  and  the  queftion  being  put,  upon  a divifion,  thofe  for  the  adjourn- 
ment carried  it  by  a majority  of  twenty-one  voices. 

In  confequence  of  the  foregoing  queftion,  on  the  15th  Mr.  Secretary 
Rigby  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  grace  the  lord 
lieutenant  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  that  their  refolutions  of  the  ift  of  November 
fliould  be  forthwith  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty. 

Had  not  this  meffage  been  delivered  to  the  houfe,  ferious  indeed  might 
have  been  the  confequences;  but  the  inftant  it  was  received  the  houfe  pro- 
ceeded to  bufmefs ; and  the  money  bill,  granting  fupplies  to  his  majefty, 
palled  unanimoully  on  the  fame  day.  * Happy  would  it  have  been  for  Ireland, 

* As  matter  of  hiHorical  curiofity  a lift  of  the  gentlemen  who  divided  upon  thcfe  refolutions  is 
given  in  the  Appendix,  No,  LIX, 
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had  thefe  refolutions  of  the  commons  been  aded  up  to,  with  the  effect  they 
certainly  merited. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  appointed  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  the 
3'ear]757:  and  it  is  fitting  to  remark,  that  he  was  the  firft  chief  governor 
of  Ireland,  fmee  the  revolution,  who  ventured  to  profefs  a favorable  difpoli- 
tion  to  the  body  of  Catholics:*  under  his  government  did  the  firlt  dawn  of 
toleration  break  in  upon  that  fuffering  people:  to  his  adminiftration  muft  be 
allowed  the  credit  of  having  reftored  fufpended  animation  to  the  members 
of  that  paralyzed  body,  which  has  fince  acquired  fuch  health,  vigor,  and 
ftrength  of  conftitiition  under  the  benign  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty. 
Several  Roman  Catholic  gentlemen  liad  about  that  time  devoted  their 
thoughts  to  the  mofl  effe^ual  means  of  removing  from  their  Ihoulders  fome 
part  at  lead  of  the  oppreffion,  under  which  they  laboured.  Heads  of  a regif- 
tery  bill,  prepared  under  the  late  adminiftration  of  Ireland,  M'hich,  had  it 
paffed,  would  have  operated  as  a new  and  very  fevere  penal  law  upon  the 
Catholics,  were  handed  about  and  created  much  alarm  in  that  body.f  Their 
fears  drove  them  to  confultation,  and  confultation  animated  them  to  ac- 
tion: a common  fenfe  of  the  exifting  and  fear  of  additional  feverities  taught 
them,  that  the  fureft  means  of  preventing  frefli  laws  from  being  enabled 
would  be  to  make  fome  vigorous  exertion  for  the  repeal  of  thofe,  by  which 
they  were  mofl  galled.  They  held  frequent  meetings,  in  which  there  was 
much  diverfity  of  opinion.  It  was  natural,  that  long  habits  of  fuffering  and 
the  exclufion  from  all  public  concerns,  fliould  dilqualify  fuch  a body  from 
a6ling  in  concert.  They  formed  into  two  parties:  one  Avas  headed  by 
Lord  Trimblefton,  the  other  by  Do6lor  Fitzfimon.  Although  ' neither  party 
could  for  a confiderable  time  bring  themfelves  to  agree  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  addreffes  or  appeals,  they  were  both  unanimous  in  adhering 

* He  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  on  the  2Sth  of  September,  and  had  fo  early  intimated  this 
humane  difpolition  of  government  towards  the  Catholics,  that  within  ten  days,  viz.  on  the  2d  of 
Oflober  1757,  a form  of  exhortation  was  read  from  the  altar  by  the  Catholic  clergy  of  Dublin, 
which  noticed  that  fome  very  honorable  perfonages  had  encouraged  them  to  hope  for  a mitigation  of 
the  penal  laws.  The  whole  is  fliort,  but  appropriate  to  the  fituation  of  their  congregations,  and  is  to 
be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LX. 

•f  Mr.  Charles  O’Connor  of  Ballenagare,  the  celebrated  Irifti  fcholar  and  antiquarian,  was  one  of 
the  moft  a6tive  of  the  Catholics.  His  letter  to  Dr.  Curry  on  this  occafion,  which  is  to  be  feen  in 
the  Appendix,  No.  LXI,  will  let  the  reader  into  the  fpirit  of  the  fenfe  and  feeling  of  the  gentlemen 
of  that.jierfuafion  at  that  period  of  time. 
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to  their  ancient  principles.  Do61or  O’Keefe,  the  titular  billiop  of  Kil- 
dare, propofed  to  Lord  Trimblellon’s  meeting  a declaration  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  church,  as  far  as  they  could  bear  upon  their  civil  duties, 
to  be  ligned  by  the  chief  of  their  body,  and  publilhed  as  an  anfvver  to 
tlie  mifreprefentations  and  calumnies  they  had  laboured  under  fmce  the  refor- 
mation of  the  national  religion : the  declaration  was  unanimoully  adopted ; 
it  was  ligned  by  many  clergymen  and  gentlemen  of  rank  and  property,  and 
fent  to  Rome  as  the  a6l  and  deed  of  the  Catholics  of  his  diocefe.*  This  was 
the  firft  public  a6t  of  the  Catholics  for  obtaining  fome  relaxation  from  the  penal 
laws.  In  this  fame  year,  however,  Mr.  O'Connor,  Dr.  Curry,  and  Mr.  Wyfe 
of  Waterford  firft  thought  of  eftablilliing  a Roman  Catholic  committee  in 
Dublin,  in  order  to  be  able  to  condu6t  the  political  concerns  of  the  body 
with  more  order  and  effedl  near  the  feat  of  government;  and  their  firft 
meeting,  at  which  only  feven  gentlemen  attended,  was  holden  at  the  Globe 
Tavern  in  Elfex  Street ; and  there  Mr.  Wyfe  delivered  in  a written  plan  for 
tlieir  future  proceedings.'!'  Thefe  movements  of  the  Catholics  awakened  the 

* This  declaration  is  to  be  feen  In  the  Appendix,  No.  LXI.  And  it  will  be  hereafter  remembered 
that  it  was  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Catholic  committee  of  1793,  wdiich  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  fo  highly 
commended  in  his  fpeecb  upon  the  Catholic  queftion. 

t At  this  meeting  were  prefen t Mr.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Wyfe,  Dr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Anthony  Mac- 
dermott,  Mr.  James  Reynolds  of  Aflie  ftreet,  and  one  more.  This  propofal  which  is  ftill  in  exiftence 
in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Wyfe  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXII.  The  original  is  in  the 
poireffion  of  Mr.  O’Connor’s  grandfon,  together  with  a large  collection  of  letters  and  papers  relating 
to  the  affairs  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  reprefentatives  thus  appointed  adopted  the 
meafure  propofed  to  them  by  Doctor  Curry  and  iVIr.  O'Connor,  of  employing  the  moll  leading  lite- 
rary men  of  the  day  to  write  in  favor  of  Catholic  claims,  and  among  others,  the  celebrated  Dr.  John- 
fon,  who,  as  appears  from  G.  P’aulkner’s  letters,  often  fpoke  of  the  Roman  Catholics  as  an  oppreffed 
and  degraded  people,  for  whom  humanity  loudly  demanded  that  fomething  fliould  be  done  to  elevate 
them  to  the  dignity  of  human  nature.  There  is  a letter  in  the  fame  collection  from  Faulkner  to  Dr. 
Jennings  engaging  him  to  write  prcffingly  to  Mr.  O’Connor  to  collect  fifty  guineas  among  his  friends 
to  fend  as  a douceur  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  with  an  abftraft  of  the  penal  laws,  and  Mr.  O'Comror’s  own 
writings  on  the  fubjedt.  “ I fend  the  doiStor  my  laft  javelin,  (fays  Mr.  O’Connor,  fpeaking  of  his 
“ maxims  in  reply  to  Jennings)  but  I fear  I have  throw'u  it  in  vain;  men  in  power  will  not  be 
“ convinced,  tliere  is  an  obftinacy  yoked  with  pride  in  this  cafe,  and  a phantem  of  hatred  ftalks 
“ behind  to  cement  the  league  between  them.  I am  glad  however  that  1 threw  it,  as  Dodtor  John- 
“ fon  will  fee,  that  a negative  on  the  plan  relative  to  our  wafte  lands,  will  render  our  talk-mafters 
“ inexcufable;  it  will  drew  that  they  perfecute  merely  for  the  fake  of  pcrfecution,  and  that  the 

injury  they  do  us  in  not  granting  us  leafes  of  the  red  bogs  of  Ireland  falls  ultimately  on  them- 
“ felves.”  Why  Dodlor  Johnfon  did  not  undertake  the  talk  propofed  in  favor  of  the  claims  of  the 
Irifli  Catholics,  after  having  fpoken  fo  favorably  of  them,  does  not  appear. 
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vigilance  of  government,  and  occafioned  a more  rigorous  execution  of  tlie 
penal  laws,  Avdiich  terrified  the  Catholics  more,  by  how  much  more  mildly 
they  had  lately  been  executed.  A private  occurrence  in  the  next  year  gave 
rife  to  much  public  menace,  and  fome  additional  feverity  in  executing  the 
la^^'s.  A young  lady  of  the  name  of  Toole,  who  was  flrongly  importuned  by 
her  friends  to  conform  to  the  eftablifiied  religion,  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
houfe  of  a Mr.  Saul,  a merchant  in  Dublin,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  their  im- 
portunities. The  affair  was  taken  up  with  a high  hand;  Mr.  Saul  was  pro- 
fecuted ; and  he  was  publicly  alfured  from  the  bench,  that  the  laws  did  not 
prefame  a Papijt  to  exijt  in  the  kmgdom,  nor  could  they  breathe  without  the 
connivance  of  government*  The  publication  of  Dr.  Curry’s  Hiftorical  Me- 
moirs of  the  Irijh  Rebellion  of  l64rt'  though -anonymoufly,  in  the  year  1759, 
ftill  further  awakened  the  attention  of  all,  and  the  rigor  of  many  towards  the 
Catholics.  So  little  at  that  time  was  the  public  accuflomed  to  publications 
favorable  to  the  Catholics,  that  the  book  created  a confiderable  ferment  in 
the  nation,  and  gave  great  offence  to  moft  of  the  Proteftants  : it  appeared  at 
firft  to  countera6t  its  own  obje6t  by  irritating  rather  than  reconciling  the 
minds  of  men. 

On  the  29th  day  of  Oflober,  1759,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  delivered  a mef- 
fage  to  the  parliament  to  the  following  effect : — That  by  a letter  from  Mr. 
Secretary  Pitt,  uu-itten  by  his  majesty’s  exprefs  command,  it  appeared  that 
France,  far  from  refigning  her  plan  ofinvafion,  on  account  of  the  difafterthat 
befel  her  Toulon  fquadron,  was  more  and  more  confirmed  in  her  purpofe,  and 
even  inftigated  by  defpair  itfelf  to  attempt  at  all  hazards  the  only  refource 
Ihe  feemed  to  have  left  for  thwarting,  by  a diverfion  at  home,  the  meafures 

* Mr.  Saul’s  letter  to  Mr.  O’Connor  upon  this  fubjedt,  dated  November  tlie  l5th,  1759,  gives  an 
interefting  account  of  this  tranfadtion,  and  of  its  confequences  to  Mr.  Saul,  whom  it  drove  out  of  the 
kingdom.  His  family  has  been  ever  llnce  fettled  in  France.  Vide  Appendix,  No.  LXIII.  The 
original  is  in  Mr.  O’Connor’s  colledtion. 

f The  Memoirs  were  publillied  with  the  utmoll  fecrecy  and  caution.  The  motives  and  reafons 
for  their  publication  will  befl:  appear  from  the  correfpondence  between  Dr.  Curry  and  Mr.  O’Con- 
nor upon  the  fubjedt,  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXIV.  The  original  letters  being  in  the  before  men- 
tioned colledtion.  Although  thefe  memoirs  were  no  more  than  a mere  compilation  of  original  and 
authentic  documents,  all  from  Proteftant  authors,  yet  the  compiler  of  them,  when  he  came  to  be 
known,  was  expofed  to  a torrent  of  the  moft  virulent  abufe  and  invedtive.  The  probability  or  even 
certainty  that  truth  will  be  ill  received,  is  no  juft  excufe  for  fupprefling  it  ■,  efpecially  when  its 
publication  becomes  an  adl  of  juftice  to  an  individual  and  much  more  fo  to  a nation. 
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of  England  abroad,  in  profecuting  a war,  which  hitherto  opened  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  fo  unfavourable  a profpect  to  the  views  of  French  ambition:  that 
in  cafe  the  body  of  French  troops,  amounting  to  eighteen  thoufand  men, 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon,  alfembled  at  Vannes,  where 
alfo  a fufficient  number  of  tranfports  was  prepared,  fliould  be  able  to  elude 
the  Britilh  fquadron,  Ireland  would  in  all  probability  be  one  of  their  chief 
objects ; his  grace  thought  it  therefore  incumbent  upon  him,  in  a matter 
of  fuch  high  importance  to  the  welfare  of  that  kingdom,  to  communicate 
this  intelligence  to  the  Irilli  parliament.  He  told  them  his  majefty  would' 
make  no  doubt  but  that  the  zeal  of  his  faithful  Protellant  fubje6ls  in  that 
kingdom  had  been  already  fufficiently  quickened  by  the  repeated  accounts 
of  the  enemies  dangerous  defigns,  and  actual  preparations  made,  at  a vaft 
expence,  in  order  to  invade  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Britifli  dominions.  He 
gave  them  to  underhand  he  had  received  his  fovereign’s  commands  to  ufe 
his  utmoit  endeavours  to  animate  and  excite  his  loyal  people  of  Ireland  to 
exert  their  well  known  zeal  and  fpirit  in  fupport  of  his  majefty’s  government, 
and  in  defence  of  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  by  timely  preparation  to  refill 
and  fruftrate  any  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  difturb  the  quiet  and  lhake  the 
fecurity  of  that  kingdom.  He,  therefore,  in  the  llrongell  manner  recom- 
mended it  to  them  to  raanifell,  upon  this  occafion,  that  zeal  for  the  prefent 
happy  ellablilhment,  and  that  ahe^lion  for  his  majefty ’s  perfon  and  govern-* 
ment,  by  which  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  had  been  fo  often  diftin-- 
guilhed.  Immediately  after  this  meflage  was  communicated,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  unanimoufly  refolved  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant; 
thanking  his  grace  for  the  care  and  concern  he  had  Ihown  for  the  fafety  of 
Ireland,  in  having  imparted  intelligence  of  fo  great  importance;  defiring’him 
to  make  ufe  of  fuch  means,  as  lliould  appear  to  him  the  moft  effectual  for  the 
fecurity  and  defence  of  that  kingdom  ; and  alluring  him,  that  the  houfe 
Mmuld  make  good  whatever  expence  lliould  be  necelfarily  incurred  for  that 
purpofe.  That  however  they  might  defpife  the  attempt,  yet  lliould  they  not 
omit  to  purfue  the  moft  fpeedy  and  eftedlual  means  to  fruftrate  and  defeat  it; 
and  to  convince  the  world,  that  his  majefty’s  faithful  people  of  Ireland  were 
fubje6ts  not  unworthy  of  their  glorious  monarch.  This  intimation,  and  the 
fteps  that  were  taken  in  confequence  of  it  for  the  defence  of  Ireland,  pro- 
duced fuch  apprehenfions  and  diftraftions  among  the  people  of  that  kingdom, 
as  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  public  credit.  In  the  firft  tranfports  of  po- 
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pillar  fear,  tliere  was  fuch  an  extraordinary  run  upon  the  banks  of  Dublin, 
that  feveral  confiderable  bankers  were  obliged  to  flop  payment;  and  the  cir- 
culation was  in  danger  of  being  fuddenly  ftagnated,  when  the  lord  lieutenant, 
the  members  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  mer- 
chants, and  principal  traders  of  Dublin  engaged  in  an  allbciation  to  fupport 
public  credit,  by  taking  the  notes  of  bankers  in  payment;  a refolution  which 
effectually  anfw'ered  the  purpofe  intended. 

Amongft  other  delufive  motives,  Avhich  at  this  time  adtuated  the  unwife 
councils  of  Verfailles,  in  hazarding  this  rafli  invafion  of  Ireland,  w'ere  the 
falfe  hopes  holden  out  to  them  by  fome  of  the  expatriated  Irifli  in  the  fervice 
of  France,  that  an  invading  army  ivould  have  been  immediately  joined 
by  the  phyfical  force  of  the  country.  That  the  bulk  of  the  nation  was  dif- 
contented  wdth  the  government,  fore  at  being  excluded  from  their  native 
rights  of  citizens,  and  eager  for  an  opportunity  of  retaliating  upon  their 
oppreffors  nearly  tw^o  centuries  of  perfecution  and  flavery  for  the  fake  of  their 
religion.  The  conduct  of  the  Catholics  on  this,  as  on  every  former  occafion 
of  alarm  or  danger  to  the  eftablilliment,  ivas  that  of  the  moft  exemplary  firm- 
nefs  to  principle  and  duty.  On  the  earlieft  alarm  of  the  intended  invafion  of 
Conflans,  Mr.  O'Connor  and  Dr.  Curry  called  a meeting  of  the  Catholic 
committee  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a tender  of  their  allegiance  in  times  of 
danger,  as  well  as  in  times  of  peace.  Mr.  O’Connor  drew  up  the  form  of  an 
addrefs,  Avhich  Avas  unanimoufly  approved  of.  It  was  dated  Jfl  of  December, 
1759  ; and  on  the  enfuing  day  at  a meeting  of  the  mod  refpe6table  merchants 
in  Dublin  it  Avas  figned  by  about  300  perfons.  Mr.  Anthony  McDermott 
and  Mr.  John  Crump  prefented  it  to  Mr.  John  Ponfonby,  the  fpeaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  be  prefented  by  him  to  the  lord  lieutenant.  Mr. 
Ponfonby  received  it  Avithout  making  any  obfervation  ; no  direct  anfwer  Avas 
given  from  the  caftle;  fome  days  elapfed  in  aAvful  and  myfterious  filence : 
Avithout  any  public  notice  taken  of  it,  it  Avas  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  for  the  infpe6tion  of  the  members.  On  the  10th  of  December 
his  grace  gave  a moft  gracious  anfiver  to  the  addrefs,  Avhich  appeared  in  the 
Dublin  Gazette  on  the  15th  of  December,  1759.*  The  fpeaker  fent  for  Mr. 
Anthony  M‘Dermott  and  Mr.  Crump,  and  from  the  chair  ordered  the  former 
to  read  the  addrels  to  the  houfe.  IMr.  M‘Dermott,  after  having  read  the  ad- 

* The  addrefs,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s  anfwer  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXV. 

drefs 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


325 


clrefs,  thanked  the  fpeaker  as  delegate  from  the  Catholics  of  Dublin  for  his 
condefcenfion.  The  fpeaker  replied,  that  he  counted  it  a favor  done  him 
to  be  put  in  the  way  of  ferving  fo  refpedable  a body,  as  that  of  the  gentle- 
men, who  had  figned  that  loyal  addrefs.  The  gracious  acceptance  of  this 
addrefs  was  the  firft  re-admilTion  of  the  Catholic  body  over  the  threfliold  of 
the  conftitutional  freedom  of  their  country.*  Immediately  upon  the  wel- 
come 

* To  the  unwearied  zeal  and  perfeverance,  to  the  temperate  and  manly  exertions  of  thefe  refpefta- 
ble  gentlemen  of  the  firft  Catholic  committee,  does  the  Irifh  nation  owe  peculiar  gratitude,  for 
having  been  the  immediate  inftruments  of  opening  the  door  to  all  the  relief  their  long  and  forely 
fuffering  countrymen  have  fince  received  from  the  benign  fympathy  of  our  prefent  moft  gracious 
fovereign,  Notwithftanding  this  firft  fuccefsful  effort  of  the  merchants’ addrefs,  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  a moft  determined,  and  not  altogether  temperate  diffenfion  of  the  Catholic  body 
had  unfortunately  taken  place,  upon  the  propriety  of  addreffing  the  lord  lieutenant.  The  clergy, 
nobility,  and  landed  intereft  were  anti-addreffers  : their  fears  or  hopes,  or  dependencies  upon  the 
caflle  convinced  them,  that  as  Catholics  were  not  fubjedts  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  they  had  no  right  to 
addrefs  ; that  an  addrefs  therefore  would  be  deemed  prefumptuous : and  that  the  only  plan  for  them 
to  purfue,  was  to  exprefa  their  obedience  bp  letter,  and  not  by  addrefs.  Fortunately  for  Ireland,  this 
pufillanimous  and  weak  delicacy  of  the  anti-addreffers  was  overruled  by  the  oppofite  party,  who 
were  guided  by  the  found  fenfe  and  manly  policy  of  Mr.  O’Connor,  and  Dr.  Curry  : the  latter  of 
whom  in  a letter  to  the  former  of  the  SJyth  of  December,  1759,  informs  him,  that  a great  man  was 
heard  to  fay  at  the  caflle  : “ By  G — , I find  that  I was  miflaken  in  thinking  that  Papifls  were  led 
“ by  the  nofe  by  their  clergy.  I have  been  aflured,  that  the  Dublin  addrefs  was  drawn  up  and 
“ figned  againft  their  advice  and  command.”  This  early  triumph  of  the  commercial  intereft  over 
that  of  the  clergy  and  landed  property,  was  a happy  omen  to  the  Catholics  at  large.  Reafon  con- 
nedted  Mr.  O’Connor  and  Dr.  Curry,  both  men  of  ancient  family  and  landed  eftates,  with  the  for- 
mer 5 and  reafon  fliews,  that  the  intermediate  concerns  of  the  merchant  and  tradefman  between 
the  highest  and  the  lowest  ranks  of  fociety  amalgamates  them  more  completely  with  the  mafs  of  the 
community,  and  fits  them  better  both  in  theory  and  pradlice  forjudging  of  their  rights,  advantages, 
and  happinefs,  than  thofe  who  are  exalted  by  rank  or  flation  above  the  great  mafs  of  the  people,  are 
removed  from  immediate  intercourfe  with  them,  and  confequently  muft  be  prefumed  ignorant  of 
their  wants.  It  muft  alfo  in  hiftorical  candor  be  allowed,  that  there  exifts  to  this  hour  more  diftance 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  in  Ireland,  than  in  any  part  of  the  Britifh  empire  : it  partly  proceeds 
from  a national  intemperate  luft  of  power,  partly  from  the  vicious  fyftem  of  mefne  tenantry,  which 
deftroys  all  privity  between  the  owner  and  occupier  of  the  foil,  and  partly  as  Lord  Taaffe  com- 
plained in  his  Obfervations  on  the  Affairs  of  Ireland  in  1767  (p-  13),  from  the  expulfion  of  that 
ufeful  body  of  people,  called  Yeomanry  in  England,  denominated  Sculoags  in  Ireland^  who  were 
communities  of  induftrious  houfekeepers  who  in  his  own  time  herded  together  in  large  villages, 
cultivated  the  lands  every  where,  and  lived  comfortably,  till  fome  rich  grazier  negociating  privately 
with  a fum  of  ready  money  took  the  lands  over  their  heads.  “ The  Sculoag  race  (continues  that 
“ nobleman),  that  great  nurfery  of  labourers  and  manufadurers,  has  been  broke  and  difperfed. 
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come  tidings  being  circulated  of  the  gracious  acceptance  of  this  addrels, 
the  Roman  Catholics  poured  in  addrelfes  to  the  caftle,  from  every  quarter  of 
the  kingdom,  expreffive  of  the  moll  loyal,  zealous,  and  adlive  ardour  in  defence 
of  their  king  and  country. 

It  is  impoffible  for  the  hiftorian  always  to  fathom  the  fecret  motives  and 


in  every  quarter,  and  we  have  nothing  in  lieu,  but  the  moft  miferable  wretches  on  earth,  the 
“ cottagers  j naked  flaves,  who  labour  without  any  nourilhing  food,  and  live  while  they  can  with- 
“ out  houfes  or  covering,  under  the  lalli  of  inercilefs  and  relentlefs  tafk-mafters.”  It  muft  be 
further  allowed,  without  derogating  from  the  innate  reverence,  which  the  Irifli  have  ever  fhewn  to 
the  minifters  of  tlreir  religion,  that  in  the  purfuit  and  defence  of  civil  rights,  the  clergy,  from  their 
habit  of  life  and  dependencies  upon  the  great,  are  of  all  men  the  lead  likely  to  be  prudent,  firm,  and 
vigorous. 

If  the  portrait  which  Mr,  Arthur  Young  has  given  of  the  Irifli  landlord  amidst  his  tenants  bears, 
any  refemblance  to  the  original,  we  fliall  find  in  it  a hoft  of  rcafons  for  difqualifying  the  nobility 
and  gentry  from  judging  and  ading  as  fairly  for  the  multitude,  as  the  commercial  intereft.  The 
landlord  of  an  Irifli  eftate  inhabited  by  Roman  Catholics,  is  a fort  of  defpot,  who  yields  obedience  in 
whatever  concerns  tlie  poor  to  no  law  but  that  of  his  will.  To  difeover  what  the  liberty  of  a people 
is,  we  muft  live  among  them,  and  not  look  for  it  in  the  ftatutes  of  the  realm.  The  language  of 
written  law  may  be  that  of  liberty,  but  the  fituation  of  the  poor  may  fpeak  no  language  but  that  of 
flavery.  There  is  too  much  of  this  contradidion  in  Ireland.  A long  feries  of  oppreflion,  aided  by 
many  very  ill-judged  laws,  have  brought  landlords  into  a habit  of  exerting  a very  lofty  fuperiority, 
and  their  vaflTals  into  that  of  an  almoft  unlimited  fubmiflion : fpeaking  a language  that  is  defpifed, 
profefling  a religion  tliat  is  abhorred,  and  being  difarmed,  the  poor  find  themfelves  in  many  cafes 
flaves  even  in  the  bofom  of  written  liberty.  Landlords,  that  have  refided  much  abi'oad  are  ufually 
humane  in  their  ideas  ■,  but  the  habit  of  tyranny  naturally  contrads  the  mind,  fo  that  even  in  this 
polilhed  age  there  are  inftances  of  a fevere  carriage  towards  the  poor,  which  is  quite  unknown  in. 
England.  Nay,  I have  heard  anecdotes  of  the  lives  of  people  being  made  free  with,  without  any 
apprehenfion  of  the  juftice  of  a jury . But  let  it  not  be  imagined  that  is  common  : formerly  it  hap- 
pened every  day ; but  law  gains  ground.  - --  --  --  --  The  execution  of  the  law  lies  very, 
much  in  the  hands  of  juftices  of  the  peace,  many  of  whom  are  drawn  from  the  moft  illiberal  clafs 
in  the  kingdom.  If  a poor  man  lodges  a complaint  againft  a gentleman,  or  any  animal  that  chufes 
to  call  itfelf  a gentleman,  and  the  juftice  iftTucs  outafummons  for  his  appearance,  it  is  a fixed  aftront, 
and  he  will  infallibly  be  called  out.  Where  manners  are  in  confpiracy  againft  law,  to  whom  are 
the  oppreftTed  people  to  have  recourfe  ? ------  They  know  their  fituation  too  well  to  think  of 

it : they  can  have  no  defence  but  by  means  of  protedion  from  one  gentleman  againft  anotlier,  who 
probably  proteds  his  valTal,  as  he  would  the  flieep  he  Intends  to  eat. 

The  colours  of  this  pidure  are  not  charged.  To  aflert  that  all  thefe  cafes  are  common  would  be 
an  exaggeration  j but  to  fay  that  an  unfeeling  landlord  will  do  all  this  with  impunity,  is  to  keep 
ftridly  to  truth : and  what  is  liberty  but  a farce  and  jeft,  if  its  bleflings  are  received  as  the  favor  of 
kindnefs  and  humanity,  inftead  of  being  the  inlieritance  of  right.  Young's  I'our,  Dublin  edit, 
vol.  ii.  p.  40  and  41. 
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views  of  the  meafures,  which  it  is  his  duty  to  retail.  It  appears  however 
not  improbable,  that  one  motive  at  leaft  for  Ihewing*  this  new  indulgent  dif- 
pofition  to  the  Catholics  was  to  reconcile  that  body  to  the  then  crudely  di- 
gefted  plan  of  an  Union.  But  the  country  Avas  not  then  ripe  for  fuch  a 
meafure.  It  was  the  intereft  of  too  many  perfons  in  power  then  to  oppofe 
it,  and  they  artfully  predifpofed  the  mob  againft  it,  without  appearing  to  take 
an  adlive  part  in  oppofing  the  meafure,  which  they  then  effedlually  ftrangled 
in  embryo.  They  alfo  took  advantage  of  thofe  qualities  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  M'hich  tended  to  eftrange  from  him  the  perfonal  affedtions  of  the 
Irifli  nation,  namely  his  pride,  coldnefs,  and  oeconomy.*  The  outrages  of 
this  mob  Avere  attempted  by  fome  perfons  in  parliament  to  be  throAvn  on  the 
Catholics  ; for  the  attack  on  parliament  happened  on  the  very  day  after  the 
addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant  had  been  figned  and  prefented.  On  the  4th  of 
December,  17^9,  the  commons  refolved  upon  an  addrefs  to  his  grace  the  lord 
lieutenant,  to  return  him  thanks  for  his  feafonable  interpofition  in  ufing  the 
moft  elfedlual  means  on  the  preceding  day  to  difperfe  a moft  dangerous  and 

* 4 Smol.  p.  46g.  Although  no  traces  of  difaffeiftion  to  his  majefty’s  family  appeared  on  this 
trying  occafion,  it  muft  neverthelefs  be  acknowledged,  that  a fpirit  of  dilTatisfadtion  broke  out  with 
extraordinary  violence  among  the  populace  of  Dublin.  The  prefent  lord  lieutenant  Avas  not  remark- 
ably popular  in  his  adminiftration.  He  had  beftowed  one  place  of  confiderable  importance  upon  a 
gentleman,  whofe  perfon  was  obnoxious  to  many  people  in  that  kingdom,  and  perhaps  failed  in  that 
affability  and  condefcenfion  which  a free  and  ferocious  nation  expedts  to  find  in  the  charadter  of 
him  to  whofe  rule  they  are  fubjedted.  Whether  the  offence  taken  at  his  deportment  had  created 
enemies  to  his  perfon,  or  the  nation  in  general  began  to  entertain  doubts  and  jealoufies  of  the  go- 
vernment’s defigns,  certain  it  is,  great  pains  Avere  taken  to  propagate  a belief  among  the  lower  fort  of 
people,  that  an  union  would  foon  be  effedled  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; in  which  cafe  this 
laft  kingdom  Avould  be  deprived  of  its  parliament,  and  independency,  and  be  fubjedted  to  the  fame 
taxes,  that  are  levied  upon  the  people  of  England.  This  notion  inflamed  the  populace  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, that  they  affembled  in  a prodigious  multitude,  broke  into  the  Houfe  of' Lords,  infulted  the 
peers,  feated  an  old  woman  on  the  throne,  and  fearched  for  the  Journals,  whichj'  had  they  been 
found,  they  would  have  committed  to  the  flames.  Not  content  with  this  outrage,  they  compelled 
the  members  of  botli  houfes,  whom  they  met  in  the  ftreets,  to  take  an  oath  that  they  would  never 
confent  to  fuch  an  union,  or  give  any  vote  contrary  to  the  true  intereft  of  Ireland.  Divers  coaches 
belonging  to  obnoxious  perfons  were  deftroyed,  and  their  horfes  killed  j and  a gibbet  was  eredted 
for  one  gentleman  in  particular,  who  narrowly  efcaped  the  ungovernable  rage  of  thofe  riotous  in- 
fiirgents.  A body  of  horfe  and  infantry  were  drawn  out  on  this  oceafion,  in  order  to  OA'erawe  the 
multitude,  which  at  night  difperfed  of  itfelf.  Next  day  addreffes  to  the  Iprd  lieutenant  were  agreed 
to  by  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  a committee  of  enquiry  appointed,  that  tlie  ringleaders  of  the 
tumult  might  be  difeovered  and  brought  to  condign  puniftiment. 
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infolent  multitude  of  people  affembled  before  the  parliament  boufe,  in  order, 
mod.  illegally  and  audacioufly,  to  obftru6t  and  infult  the  members  of  both 
lioufes  of  parliament  attending  the  public  fervice  of  the  nation,  in  manifeft 
violation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  parliament.* 

The  grand  embarkation  defigned  for  Ireland  was  to  be  made  from  Vannes 
in  Lower  Britanny.  To  cover  it,  a fleet  was  fitted  out  at  Bred,  commanded 
by  M,  de  Conflans.  The  execution  of  this  fcheme  was  delayed  by  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  who  blocked  up  that  harbour  with  twenty-three  fliipsof  the 
line.  But  boifterous  winds  having  driven  the  Britilh  fleet  off  their  ftation, 
in  the  month  of  November,  Conflans  embraced  the  opportunity,  and  failed 
with  twenty-one  large  fliips  and  four  frigates.  On  the  twentieth.  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  purfued  and  came  up  with  the  French  fleet.  He  had  been  reinforced 
by  a few  fliips  under  the  command  of  Captain  Duff,  who  had  for  fome  time 
been  cruifing  from  Port  FOrient  in  Bretagne  to  the  Point  of  St.  Gilles  in 
Poitou.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Belleifle  the  van  of  the  Englifli  engaged 
the  rear  of  the  enemy  about  two  o’clock  in  the  forenoon.  Happy  for  Bri- 


* The  Duke  of  Bedford  made  the  moft  honorable  amends  to  the  Catholics  he  could  on  this  occa- 
fion,  by  diredting  Mr.  John  Ponfonby,  the  fpeaker,  to  read  from  the  cliair  his  anfwer  to  their 
addrefs  j which  was  an  approbation  of  their  paft  conduft,  and  an  aflurance  of  his  futui'e  favor  and 
protedtion  as  long,  as  they  continued  in  it.  Thus  clearing  them  from  the  foul  afperfion  in  the  very 
place,  in  which  it  had  been  caft  upon  them.  It  is  remarkable  that  no  trace  of  this  whole  tranfaftion 
is  to  be  found  in  the  journals  of  the  commons.  And  yet  fo  unufual  a proceeding  affeding  the 
rights  of  the  bulk  of  the  Irifli  nation  Ihould  naturally  have  found  its  place  in  the  parliamentary 
minutes  of  that  day.  On  the  occafion  of  that  malicious  attack  upon  the  Catholics,  the  Prime  Ser- 
geant Stannard,  who  had  come  in  upon  the  late  change,  fpoke  warmly  in  reply  to  fome  of  the 
high-flying  patriots,  who  mofl  violently  oppofed  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s  adminiftration.  Contrafting 
the  riotous  conduct  of  the  Lucafians  (as  they  were  then  called  after  their  chief,)  with  the  quiet  and 
dutiful  behaviour  of  the  Roman  Catliolics,  in  that  and  other  dangerous  conjunctures,  he  gave  the  fol- 
lowing honorable  teftimony  in  favor  of  the  latter.  “ We  have  lived  amicably  and  in  harmony  among 
“ ourfelves,  and  without  any  material  party  diftinctions  for  feveral  years  paft,  till  within  thefe  few 
months,  and  during  the  late  wicked  rebellion  in  Scotland,  we  had  the  comfort  and  fatisfaction  to 
fee  that  all  was  quiet  here.  And  to  the  honor  of  the  Roman  Catholics  be  it  remembered,  that  not 
“ a man  of  them  moved  tongue,  pen,  or  fword,  upon  the  then,  or  the  prefent  occafion  j and  I am 
“■  glad  to  find,  that  they  have  a grateful  and  proper  fenfe  of  the  mildnefs  and  moderation  of  our 
government.  For  my  part,  while  they  behave  with  duty  and  allegiance  to  the  prefent  efta- 
blifhment,  I fhall  hold  them  as  men  in  equal  efteem  with  others,  in  every  point  but  onej  and 
while  their  private  opinion  interferes  not  with  public  tranquillity,  I think  their  induftry  and  alle- 
glance  ought  to  be  encouraged.” 
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tain  and  to  the  unfpeakable  advantage  of  this  country,  Providence  favored 
the  Englhli  fleet  with  a complete  vidlory.  In  October,  the  fquadron  defigned 
for  the  North  of  Ireland  had  failed  from  Dunkirk  : it  confifled  originally  of 
five  fliips:  one  of  forty-eight,  two  of  thirty-fix,  and  two  of  twenty^four  guns 
each,  and  carried  a thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventy  land  forces.  The 
reputation  acquired  by  M.  Thurot,  as  captain  of  a privateer,  raifed  him  to 
the  command  of  the  naval  department  employed  in  this  expedition.  Adverfe 
and  tempeftuous  winds  drove  the  fquadron  to  Gottenburgh.  Having  con- 
tinued here  a few  days,  they  fet  fail  and  proceeded  to  the  place  of  deftination. 
Upon  arriving  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland  they  were  overtaken  by  a florin,  to 
efcape  Avdiich  they  attempted  to  flielter  themfelves  in  Lough  Foyle,  but  the 
wind  changed  and  continuing  to  bloAV  tempefluoully,  obliged  them  to  keep 
the  fea,  two  of  the  fliips  were  feparated  from  the  reft  by  the  violence  of  the 
florin  and  returned  to  France.  The  remaining  three  directed  their  courfe 
to  the  ifland  of  Hay,  where  they  anchored,  repaired  fome  damages  they  had 
fuflained,  took  in  a fmall  quantity  of  frefli  provifions,  and  to  procure  a 
fupply  more  adequate  to  their  neceflities,  failed  for  Carrickfergus.  They 
arrived  here  on  the  twenty-firfl  of  February,  and  about  two  miles  from 
the  town,  landed  their  forces  now  reduced  to  fix  hundred  men.  IVIean 
while  an  officer  belonging  to  the  fmall  number  of  troops  of  iidiich  the  garrifon 
confifled,  advanced  with  a reconnoitring  party,  and  took  poll  on  a rifing  ground 
toobfervethe  motions  of  the  enemy.  Having  made  the  heft  difpofition  of 
his  men  which  the  time  and  circumflances  would  permit,  and  ordered  them 
to  make  every  effort  to  retard  the  approaches  of  the  French,  he  returned  to 
communicate  the  neceffary  information  to  the  commanding  officer.  The 
troops  were  on  parade,  from  whom  detachments  were  fent  to  defend  the  gates 
and  all  the  avenues  leading  to  the  town.  A number  of  French  prifoners, 
then  in  Carrickfergus,  were  fent  off  to  Belfaft  with  all  polfible  expedition. 
By  this  time  the  fire  had  begun  betwixt  the  reconnoitring  party  and  the 
enemy,  which  killed  feveral  of  them,  and  wounded  Brigadier  General  Clobert, 
their  commanding  officer.  This  accident  threw  them  into  confufion,  and 
for  fome  time  retariled  their  apjiroach.  The  reconnoitring  party  having 
expended  their  powder  and  ball  were  forced  to  retreat  to  their  garrifon, 
who,  after  having  attempted  in  vain  to  jirevent  the  enemy  from  entering  the 
town,  flint  themfelves  up  within  the  caflle.  Though  they  were  not  in  any 
refpecl  prepared  for  fuch  an  attack,  a number  of  them  being  quite  iindifci- 

T T jilincd. 


330 


AX  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


plinecl,  and  tliere  being  a breach  in  the  wall  fifty  feet  long,  they  defended 
thenifelvcs  with  fpirit  until  their  ammunition  was  expended.  They  were 
now  obliged  to  capitulate:  itis  fuppofed,  that,  previous  to  the  furrender  of 
the  caftle,  a hundred  of  the  French  were  killed,  among  whom  were  four 
officers,  one  of  them  a perfon  of  diffin6fion,  much  regretted  for  his  courage 
and  amiable  qualities.  Of  the  garrifon  not  more  than  three  loft  their 
lives.  When  intelligence  of  the  landing  of  the  enemy  reached  different 
parts  of  the  country,  volunteer  companies  flocked  to  Belfaft  from  all  quar- 
ters. By  the  willingnefs  Which  they  difcovered  to  rifk  their  lives  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country  they  acquired  much  honor,  but  they  were  ftrangers 
to  difcipline,  and  numbers  of  them  unprovided  with  arms.  Had  they  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  the  enemy,  as  was  propofed  by  fome,  many  would  have 
been  facrificed,  and  the  probability  of  fuccefs  was  much  againft  them. 
However  the  French  were  alarmed  and  would  have  left  Carrickfergus  with- 
out delay,  had  they  not  been  detained  by  unfavorable  winds:  having  plun- 
dered the  town,  they  re-embarked  on  Tuefday  the  twenty-fixth  of  February. 
To  avoid  the  imminent  danger  to  which  they  were  expofed  from  the  Englifli 
fliips  of  war,  they  wifhed  to  return  hy  the  North  of  Ireland,  but  the  wind 
was  adverfe,  and  compelled  them  to  attempt  a paffage  through  the  Channel. 
Very  foon  their  hopes  of  efcaping  vaniffied.  The  day  on  which  they  re-em- 
barked, Captain  Elliot,  of  his  majefty’s  ffiipiEolus  of  thirty-two  guns,  received 
information  from  government  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  at  Carrickfergus. 
Taking  with  him  the  Pallas  and  Brilliant,  each  of  them  with  the  fame  force, 
with  refpe6t  to  guns,  he  fet  fail  in  queft  of  the  enemy.  The  twenty-eighth  he 
difcovered  them,  gave  chace,  and  came  up  with  them  near  the  Hie  of  IMan. 
Having  engaged  with  them  about  an  hour  and  a half,  they  ftruck,  being- 
much  injured  in  their  mafts  and  rigging,  and  three  hundred  of  their  men 
killed.  Thurot  loft  his  life  in  the  a6lion.  Thurot  had  in  the  courfe  of  the 
preceding  year  hgnalized  his  courage  and  condudl  in  a large  privateer, 
called  the  Belleifle,  which  had  fcoured  the  North  feas,  taken  a number 
of  fliips  and  at  one  time,  maintained  an  obftinate  battle  againft  two  Englifh 
frigates,  which  were  obliged  to  deftft  after  having  received  confiderable 
damage.* 

in 

* 4 Smol.  p.  4G0.  The  ideal  approximation  of  circumftances  trivial  and  remote,  frequently 
leads  to  confcquences  of  great  importance  and  peculiar  relevancy.  On  account  of  the  penal  laws 

then 

\ 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


331 


In  confequence  of  thefe  events,  it  was  refolved  by  the'  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  the  thanks  of  that  houfe  fliould  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jen- 
“ nings,  for  his  prudent  and  refolute  conduct  at  Carrickfergus,  and  for  the 
gallant  Hand  he  made  there  againft  a much  fuperior  force,  by  vLich  he 
“ gained  time  for  the  militia  to  affemble,  and  preferved  Belfaft  from  being 
plundered.”  It  v^as  alfo  refolved,  ‘Hhat  the  zeal,  courage,  and  afilivity, 
exerted  on  the  landing  of  the  French  in  this  kingdom,  by  the  counties  of 
“ Antrim,  Armagh,  and  Down,  and  by  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  London- 
derry,  were  highly  honorable  and  beneficial  to  themfelves,  and  their 
country.”  The  inhabitants  of  Belfaft  prefented  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hig' 
ginfon  of  the  62d  regiment  of  foot,  with  a large  and  elegant  ftlver  cup, 
having  an  infcription  expreflive  of  their  gratitude  for  the  exertion  of  his 
great  military  knowledge,  vigilance  and  activity,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town 

then  exifting,  the  author  and  feveral  other  children  of  Catholic  parents  being  fent  abroad  for  a 
foreign  education  in  July  1759  were  taken  in  the  packet  by  Thurot,  between  Dunkirk  and  Oftend: 
and  were  adlually  prifoners  on  board  the  Belleifle  when  the  was  , attacked  by  what  Mr.  Smollet  calls 
Englifli  frigates:  the  Belleifle  mounted  40  guns,  and  had  another  privateer  in  company  with  her 
of  36  guns.  On  the  very  day  of  the  capture  of  the  packet  three  fmall  Englith  veflels  mounting  20, 
12  and  8 guns  gave  chace  to  and  came  up  with  the  French  privateers  about  midnight,  and 
engaged  them  brllkly  till  about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  they  were  obliged  to  flieer  off. 
Thurot’s  fliip  fuffered  fo  much,  that  it  put  in  to  Flutking  to  repair;  where  his  prifoners  lay  for 
feveral  weeks  before  they  were  exchanged.  Here  a mutiny  happened  on  board  the  Belleifle,  which 
Thurot  quelled  by  killing  two  of  the  ringleaders  with  his  own  hands,  and  cutting  off  the  cheek  of 
a third.  The  three  Englilli  veflels  were  commanded  by  Captain  (afterwards  Commodore)  Boys, 
upon  which  a marine  mufe  produced  the  following  lines. 

Conflans,  De  la  Clue,  and  fuch  brave  men  as  thofe. 

We  fend  Hawke,  Bofcawen,  always  to  oppofe. 

But  when  that  Thurot  our  ifland  annoys 
We  think  it  fufficient  to  fend  only  Bot/s. 

With  unfpeakablc  gratitude  does  the  author  con  trail  thofe  times,  when  under  a borrowed 
name  he  was  neceffitated  to  fly  to  a foreign  country  for  education,  with  the  prefent,  in  which 
through  the  liberality  of  government  he  has  the  happinefs  of  giving  that  fame  education  to  his  own 
children  in  their  native  foil. 

As  this  defeent  of  Thurot  was  the  only  attempt  of  an  enemy  to  land  in  Ireland  for  upwards  of 
two  centuries  every  particular  concerning  it  may  be  interefling  to  the  Irifli  reader:  we  have  there- 
fore inferted  in  the  Appe'ndix  No.  LXVI.  the  official  letter  of  General  Strode,  who  then  commanded 
at  Belfaft,  dated  February  the  2Jd,  1760,  to  the  lord  lieutenant. 


T T 2 


of 


332 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


of  Belfaft,  on  the  landing  of  the  French  troops  at  Carrickfergus,  the  like 
compliment  was  paid  to  Colonel  Jennings.* 

On  the  25th  of  Odlober,  1760,  his  late  majefty  George  II.  died  at  Ken* 
fmgton  at  the  advanced  age  of  77  years;  none  of  his  predeceffors  on  the 
throne  lived  to  fo  great  an  age;  none  enjoyed  a more  happy  or  glorious 
reign;  it  was  a peculiar  bleffing  to  this  monarch,  that  the  love  and  affection 
of  his  fubje6ts  encreafed  conftantly  to  the  clofe  of  his  reign.  He  was  a 
prince  of  perfonal  intrepidity : upright  and  honorable  in  his  condu6l,  though 
not  diftinguilhed  for  any  extraordinary  brilliancy  of  talent:  he  was  particu- 
larly fortunate  in  the  choice  of  his  laft  miniftry,  under  Mr.  Pitt.  His  Bri- 
tilh  fubjedts  ill-reliihed  his  marked  predilection  for  his  German  dominions,  and 
complained,  that  he  vifited  them  more  frequently,  than  was  confident  witli 
the  welfare  of  the  date. 


* A Lift  of  the  Militia  that  marched  againft  the  French  on  this  occafion. 


Antrim  Country  - - 

108 

Newton  - - _ - 

- 70 

Donaghadee  - - - 

- 70 

Temple  Patrick  - - - 

100 

Loughbrickland  - - 

- 50 

Bangor  - - - - 

- 60 

Randleftown  - - - 

120 

Armagh  - - - - 

- 40 

Hollywood  - - - 

- 80 

Ballymena  - - - - 

140 

Lurgan  - - - - 

- 60 

Hilllborough  - - - 

- 60 

Boroughfliane  - - - 

46 

Glenarm  - - - - 

- 100 

Market-hill  - - - 

- 6 

Clough  ----- 

100 

Ballinere  & Balliften 

- 100 

Dromore  - - - - 

- 40 

Killylea  ----- 

60 

Belfaft  3 comp.  - - 

- 300 

Richhill  light  horfe  - 

- 70 

Cumber  ----- 

60 

Ballyraoney  - - - 

- 70 

— 

Purdelburn  - - - - 

100 

Lifburn  - - - - 

Total 

2226 

Grayabby  - - - . - 

70 

Argum  - - - - 

- 100 

— 

All  clothed  and  armed  at  their  own  expence. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  THE  THIRD. 

From  his  Acceffion  to  the  Throne  to  the  Declaration  of  Irijh  Indepenclance  in 

1782, 

No  prince  ever  afcended  the  throne  more  to  the  joy  and  fatsfa6lion  of  his’ 
people  than  our  gracious  fov^ereign,  Pleafed,  faid  Junius,  with  the  novelty 
of  a young  prince,  whofe  countenance  promifed  even  more  than  his  words, 
they  were  loyal  to  him  not  only  from  principle,  but  palTion.  It  was  not  a 
cold  profelTion  of  allegiance  to  the  firft  magiftrate,  but  a partial  animated 
attachment  to  a favorite  prince,  the  native  of  their  country.  In  his  firft 
Ipeech  to  the  Britifli  parliament,  he  faid  “ born  and  educated  in  this  countryy 
“ I glory  in  the  name  of  Briton : and  the  peculiar  happinefs  of  my  life  wilL 
“ ever  confift  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  a people,  whofe  loyalty  and  warm 
“ affedlion  to  me  I confider  as  the  greateft  and  moft  permanent  fecurity  of 
“ my  throne : and  I doubt  not  but  their  fteadinefs  in  thofe  principles  will 
“ equal  the  firmnefs  of  my  invariable  refolution  to  adhere  to  and  ftrengthen 
“ this  excellent  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate;  and  to  maintain  the 
“ toleration  inviolable.  The  civil  and  religious  rights  of  my  loving  fubjefts, 
“ are  equally  dear  to  me  with  the  moft  valuable  prerogatives  of  the  crown: 
“ and  as  the  fureft  foundation  of  the  whole  and  the  beft  means  to  draw  down 
“ the  divine  favor  on  my  reign,  it  is  my  fixed  purpofe,  to  countenance  and 
“ encourage  the  pradlice  of  true  religion  and  virtue.”  In  thefe  flattering 
affurances  of  the  new  monarch  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  Lord  Hallifax, 
then  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  had  it  in  command  to  declare  to  the  fifter 
kingdom,  that  his  fubje61s  of  Ireland,  were  fully,  and  in  every  refpeCf,  com- 
prehended.* Congratulatory  addrefVes  to  the  throne  flowed  in  from  all 
(lelcriptions  of  perfons  : ainongft  which,  none  were  more  remarkable  than 
the  addreffes  from  the  people  called  Quakers  and  the  Roman  Catholics: 


* Com.  Journ,  vol.  7.  p,  IS, 
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the  former,  contained  more  moral  fentimcnt  and  lefs  common  place  flattery, 
than  arc  ufually  contained  in  fuch  addrelfes : the  latter  was  flrongly  ex- 
preflive  of  their  loyalty:  their  acknowledgement  of  pad  indulgence,  and 
their  earned  confidence  of  future  favor.* 

With  refpe6t  to  the  general  date  of  Ireland  at  this  period,  the  profpe6t  is 
truly  gloomy.  It  appears  from  the  public  accounts,  that  at  Lady  Day, 
17 5g,  the  nation  was  in  credit  65,7741.  4s.  lid.;  hoAvever  the  arrears  upon 
the  eftablifiiments  had  increafed  fo  confiderably  towards  the  conclufion  of 
that  year,  that  it  became  neceflkry  to  order  150,0001.  to  be  raifed  at  4 per 
cent,  upon  debentures  to  be  made  transferable.  This  is  to  be  conlidered, 
as  the  funded  debt  of  Ireland:  for  the  payment  of  the  intered  of  this  fum, 
certain  duties  were  granted.  In  the  beginning  of  1760,  his  late  majefty 
having  ordered  a confiderahle  augmentation  of  his  forces,  it  became  necef- 
fary  to  recur  to  another  loan  to  raife  the  intended  levies;  and  accordingly 
a vote  of  credit  was  paded  by  the  commons  for  raifing  300,000l.  at  5 per 
cent,  and  as  it  was  found  difficult  to  obtain  the  former  loan  at  4 per  cent, 
an  additional  intered  of  1 per  cent.  M'as  ordered  to  be  given  for  the  150,0001. 
before  mentioned. f 

It 

* Thefe  two  addrefifes  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LX VII. 

■f  The  late  refpedtable  and  patriotic  Hely  Hutchinfon,  gives  the  following  juft  account  of  the 
national  diftrefs  on  account  of  the  decline  of  public  credit.  (Com.  Reft.  p.  5y.)  “ The  revenue, 

for  the  reafons  already  given,  deereafed  in  1755,  fell  lower  in  1756,  and  ftill  lower  in  1757. 
In  the  laft  year,  the  vaunted  profperity  of  Ireland  was  changed  into  mifery  and  diftrefs  j the 
lower  clalTes  of  our  people  wanted  food,  the  money  arifing  from  the  extravagance  of  the  rich 
“ was  freely  applied  to  alleviate  the  fufferings  of  the  poor.  One  of  the  firft  fteps  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Bedford's  adminiftration,  and  which  refledts  honour  on  his  memory,  was  obtaining  a king’s 
letter,  dated  3 1 ft  of  March,  1757,  for  :iO,OOOl.  to  be  laid  out  as  his  grace  fliould  think  the  moft 
''  likely  to  afford  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effedlual  relief  to  his  majefty’s  poor  fubjedts  of  this  kingdom. 
His  grace,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  humanely  exprefles  his  wilh,  that  fome  method  might 
be  found  out  to  prevent  the  calamities,  that  are  the  confequences  of  a want  of  corn,  which  had 
been  in  part  felt  the  laft  year,  and  to  which  this  country  had  been  too  often  expofed.  The  Com- 
mons  acknowledge,  that  thofe  calamities  had  been  frequently  and  were  too  fenfibly  and  fatally 
experienced  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year;  thank  his  grace  for  his  early  and  charitable  atten- 
tion  to  the  neceffilics  of  the  poor  of  this  country  in  their  late  diftreffes,  gnd  make  ufe  of  thofe 
remarkable  expreflions,  “ that  they  will  mojl  chearfiilly  embrace  every  praflkahle  method  to 
“ promote  tillage.  Tliey  knew  tliat  the  encouragement  of  manufadlures  were  tlie  effedtual  means, 
and  that  thefe  means  were  not  in  their  power.  The  ability  of  the  nation  was  eftimated  by  the 
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It  is  an  unexceptionable  axiom,  that  a diftreffed  peafantry  argues  a corrupt 
or  umvife  government:  the  exceffes  therefore  of  defperate  Avretchednefs  are 
to  he  immediately  fought  in  the  forenefs  and  irritation  of  the  fufferep: 
though  the  efficient  caufe  of  the  fuffering  muft  be  traced  to  an  higher  and 
lefs  refponfible  fource.  From  the  acceffion  of  the  Hanover  family,  the 
execution  of  the  Popery  laws  in  Ireland  had,  as  far  as  the  perfonal  difpofition 
of  the  fovereign  could  influence  the  conduft  of  the  Irifli  adminiftration,  been 
foftened  and  mitigated.  The  rebellions  of  1713  and  1745  had  been  raifed 

money  in  the  treafury,  and  the  penfions  on  the  civil  eftablifliment,  exclulive  of  French^  which 
" at  Lady  Day  1755,  wereS8,003l.  I5s.  Od.  amounted  at  Lady  Day  1757,  to  49,293!.  15s.  Od, 

“ The  fame  ideas  were  entertained  of  the  refources  of  tliis  country  in  the  feffion  of  1759. 
" Great  Britain  had  made  extraordinary  efforts,  and  engaged  in  enormous  expences  for  the  pro- 
" te6tion  of  the  whole  empire.  This  country  was  in  immediate  danger  of  an  invafion.  Every 
" Irilhman  was  agreed,  that  flie  lliould  alfift  Great  Britain  to  the  utmoft  of  her  ability,  but  this 
" ability  was  too  highly  eftimated.  The  nation  abounded  rather  in  loyalty  than  in  wealth.  Our 
" brethi’en  in  Great  Britain  had  however  formed  a different  opinion,  and  furveying  tlieir  own 
ftrength,  were  incomplete  judges  of  our  weaknefs.  A lord  lieutenant  of  too  much  virtue  and 
" magnanimity  to  fpeak  what  he  did  not  think,  takes  notice  from  the  throne,  of  tlie  profperous 
" ftate  of  this  country,  improving  daily  in  its  manufaftures  and  commerce.  His  grace  had  done 
“ much  to  bring  it  to  that  ftate,  by  obtaining  for  us  fome  of  the  beft  laws  in  our  books  of  ftatutes. 
“ But  this  part  of  the  fpeech  was  not  taken  notice  of,  either  in  the  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  or  to  his 
“ grace,  from  a Houfe  of  Commons  well  dilpofed  to  give  every  mark  of  duty  and  refpeft,  and  to 
" pay  every  compliment  confiftent  with  truth.  The  event  proved  the  wifdom  of  their  referve. 
“ The  public  expences  were  greatly  increafed,  the  penfions  on  the  civil  eftablithraents,  exclufive  of 
French,  at  Lady  Day,  1759,  amounted  to  55,4971.  5s.  od. : there  was  at  the  fame  time  a great 
“ augmentation  of  military  expence.  Six  new  regiments  and  a troop  were  raifed  in  a very  fimrt 
“ fpace  of  time.  An  unanimous  and  unlimited  addrefs  of  confidence  to  his  grace,  a fpecifick 
“ vote  of  credit  for  1 50,000l.  which  was  afterwards  provided  for  in  the  loan  bill  of  that  felfion, 
" a fecond  vote  of  credit  in  the  fame  feflion  for  300,0001.,  the  raifing  the  rate  of  intereft  paid  by 
“ government  one  per  cent,  and  the  payment  out  of  the  treafury  in  little  more  than  one  year, 
” of  703,9571.  Ss.  i|d.  were  the  confequences  of  thofe  encreafed  expences.  The  effeds  of  thefe 
" exertions  were  immediately  and  fcverely  felt  by  the  kingdom.  Thefe  loans  could  not  be 
“ fupplied  by  a poor  country,  without  draining  the  bankers  of  their  cafti  j three  of  the  principal 
" houfes  (Clement’s,  Dawfon’s,  and  Mitchell’s,)  among  them  ftopped  payment,  the  three  remain- 
" ing  banks  in  Dublin  difcounted  no  paper,  and  in  faft  did  no  bufinefs.  Public  and  private 
“ credit,  that  had  been  drooping  fince  the  year  1754  had  now  fallen  proftrate.  At  a General 
“ meeting  of  the  merchants  of  Dublin,  in  April  17C0,  with  feveral  members  of  the  Houfe  of 
“ Commons,  the  inability  of  the  former  to  carry  on  bufinefs  was  univerfally  acknowledged,  not 
" from  the  want  of  capital,  but  from  the  ftoppage  of  all' paper  circulation,  and  tlie  refufal  of  the 
“ remaining  bankers  to  difeount  the  bills  even  of  the  firft  houfes.” 


and 


336 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


and  fupprcfit’d,  without  the  flighteft  tarnifli  to  the  loyalty  of  Irelaiid^’*^ 
prone  as  her  enemies  ever  have  been  to  invent  and  provoke  caiife  of  perfe- 
cution  and  punilhment  in  that  devoted  kingdom.  In  the  general  rejoicing 
of  the  Britilh  empire  at  the  defcent  of  the  crown  upon  a native  monarch 
crowned  with  early  laurels  of  vidory  in  the  wide  extent  of  the  war,  in  which 
he  found  his  people  engaged,  Ireland  alone  Avas  doomed  to  Aveep.  In  the 
fouthern  province  of  that  kingdom  great  mifery,  great  forenefs,  and  great 
difturbances  exifted  in  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  Avretched  peafantry.  They 
being  chiefly  Catholics,  religion  of  courfe  Avas  ftupidly  and  malicioully 
faddled  Avith  the  caufe  of  thefe  riots.  The  infurgents  at  firft  committed 
their  outrages  at  night;  and  appearing  generally  in  frocks  or  fliirts  Avere 
denominated  ichite-hoys:  they  feized  arms  and  horfes,  houghed  the  cattle, 
leA’ellcd  the  enclofures  of  commons,  turned  up  new  made  roads,  and  perpe- 
trated A'arious  other  a61s  of  outrage  and  violence.  Thefe  unfortunate 
AAuetches,  as  is  the  cafe  in  all  infurgencies,  raifed  a popular  cry  againft  the 
rapacity  and  tyranny  of  their  landlords:  againfl;  the  cruel  exactions  of  tythe-^ 
mongers,  and  againft  the  illegal  enclofures  of  commons. 

The  only  ufeful  allufion  to  paft  riots,  the  only  feafonable  reflexions,  that 
arife  out  of  them,  the  only  fair  hiftorical  purpofe,  to  Avhich  the  details  of 
them  can  be  applied,  are  fuch  as  tend  to  their  future  prevention.  The  moft . 
pointed  exhortations  to  the  difeontented  mafs,  but  tend  to  aggraA^ate  Avhilft 
their  forenefs  lafts;  little  avails  it  in  the  moment  of  fermentation  Avhether 
their  gricA'ances  be  ideal  or  real;  Avhether  the  caufe  of  their  irritation  be 
juft  or  groundlefs.  Few,  if  any  of  the  deluded  multitude  will  read  the  hiftory 
of  their  OAvn  mifcondu6t  in  the  pages,  Avhich  fall  under  the  perufal  of  thofe, 
Avho  alone  command  the  efficient  means  of  prevention.  A^arious  caufes 
about  this  period  concurred  in  reducing  this  forlorn  peafantry  to  the  moft 
abjeX  Avretchednefs.  An  epidemic  diforder  of  the  horned  cattle  had  fpread 

* It  is  notorious  that  when  Murray,  the  Pretender’s  fecretary,  gave  up  all  the  letters  and  papers 
relative  to  the  laft  rebellion  in  Scotland,  a fcheme  which  had  been  planning  and  contriving  for  feven 
years  before,  it  plainly  appeared,  that  the  Jacobite  party  had  no  dependence  upon  or  connexion  or 
correfpondence  with  any  Roman  Catholic  in  Ireland.  The  very  name  of  that  kingdom  not  having 
been  once  mentioned  throughout  the  whole  correfpondence.  When  in  March,  1762,  a general  fall 
was  ordained  by  the  government  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  majefty’s  arms,  the  form  of  prayer  and  exhor- 
tation to  the  Roman  Catholic  congregations  in  Ireland  were  as  ftaunchly  loyal  as  any  of  the  eflablilh- 
ment,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXVIII. 
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from  Holflein  through  Holland  into  England,  where  it  raged  for  fome  years, 
and  confequently  raifed  the  prices  of  beef,  cheefe,  and  butter  to  exorbitancy; 
hence  pafturage  became  more  profitable  than  tillage;  and  the  whole  agricul- 
ture of  the  foutli  of  Ireland,  which  had  for  fome  time  pafl  flouriflied  under 
the  mild  adminiftration  of  the  Popery  laws,  inftantly  ceafed ; the  numerous 
families,  which  were  fed  by  the  labour  of  agricultare,  were  turned  adrift 
without  means  of  fubfiftence.  Cottiers  being  tenants  at  will  were  every 
where  difpoffeffed  of  their  fcanty  holdings,  ;ind  large  trails  of  grazing  land 
■were  fet  to  wealthy  motiopolizers,*  who,  by  feeding  cattle,  required  few 
hands,  and  paid  higher  rents,  Preffed  by  need,  moft  of  thefe  unfortunate 
peafants  fought  flielter  in  the  neighbouring  towns,  for  the  fake  of  begging 
that  bread  which  they  could  no  longer  earn ; and  the  only  piteous  rcfource 
of  the  affluent  was  to  tliip  off  as  many  as  would  emigrate  to  feek  maintenance 
or  death  in  foreign  climes.  The  price  then  paid  for  the  little  labour,  that 
was  done,  kept  not  pace  with  the  rife  of  neceffaries:  it  exceeded  not  the 
wages  given  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth.  The  landlords  demanded  extravagant 
rents  from  their  cottiers,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  their  lettings,  they  allowed 
them  generally  a right  of  common,  of  which  they  foon  again  deprived  them 
by  enclofures;  the  abfolute  inability  of  thefe  oppreffed  tenants  to  pay  their 
tythes  befide  their  landlord’s  rent,  made  them  feel  the  exadion  and  levying 
of  them  by  the  proftors,  as  a grievance  infupportable.'l'  Thefe  infurrections 

became 

In  the  cant  of  thefe  wretched  rioters  they  were  called  land-pirates. 
f Confequences  have  flowed  (fays  Mr.  Young)  from  thefe  oppreflions,  whieh  ought  long  ago 
to  have  put  a flop  to  them.  In  England  we  have  heard  much  of  JVhite  Boys,  Steel  Boys,  Oak  Boys, 
Peep  of  day  Boys,  &’c.  But  thefe  various  infurgents  are  not  to  be  confounded,  for  they  are  very 
different.  The  proper  difliinSlion  in  the  difcontents  of  the  people  is  into  Proteflant  aud  Catholic, 
All  but  the  White  Boys  were  among  the  manufatiluring  Proteftants  in  the  North.  The  White  Boys 
Catholic  labourers  in  the  South.  From  the  befl  intelligence  I could  gain,  the  riots  of  the  mamifac- 
uirers  had  no  other  foundation,  but  fuch  variations  in  the  manufadture  as  all  fabrics  experience,  and 
which  they  had  themfelves  known  and  fubmitted  to  before.  The  cafe,  however,  was  different  with 
the  White  Boys,  who,  being  labouring  Catholics,  met  with  all  thofe  oppreflions  I have  deferibed, 
and  would  probably  have  continued  in  full  fubmiflion,  had  not  very  fevere  treatment  in  refpeft  of 
tithe.s,  united  with  great  fpeculative  rife  of  rents  about  the  fame  time,  blown  up  the  flame  of  refif- 
tancej  the  atrocious  aCts  they  were  guilty  of  made  them  the  objedl  of  general  indignation;  adls 
were  paffed  for  their  punifliment,  which  feemed  calculated  for  tlie-  meridian  of  Barbary  ; this  arofe 
to  fuch  a height,  that  by  one  they  were  to  be  hanged  under  circumflances  without  the  common 
formalities  of  a trial,  which,  though  repealed  the  following  felfions,  marks  the  fpirit  of  punifliment; 
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became  daily  more  alarming  to  government;*  they  inftituted  a commifliou 
of  fome  gentlemen,  of  diftinguilhed  loyalty  and  eminence  in  the  law,  to 

enquire 

while  others  remain  yet  the  law  of  the  land,  that  would,  if  executed,  tend  more  to  raife  than  quell 
an  infurreftion.  From  all  \vliich  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  never  thought  of  a 
radical  cure  from  overlooking  the  real  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  which  in  fad  lay  in  themfelves,  and  not  in 
the  wretches  they  doomed  to  the  gallows ; let  them  change  their  own  condud  entirely,  and  tlie  poor 
will  not  long  riot.  Treat  them  like  men  who  ought  to  be  as  free  as  yourfelves  : put  an  end  to  that 
fyftem  of  religious  perfecution,  which  for  feventy  years  has  divided  the  kingdom  againft  ilfelf ; in 
thefe  tw'o  circumftances  lies  the  cure  of  infurredion,  perform  them  completely,  and  you  will  have 
an  aft’edionate  poor,  inftead  of  oppreflTed  and  difcontented  valTals.  ( Young’s  Tour,x'ol.  ii.  p.  4\,  42.  J 
The  late  Lord  Taaffe,  whofe  high  fenfe  of  honour,  franknefs,  and  independence  had  endeared  him 
perfonally  to  his  fovercign,  as  well  as  to  all  who  knew  him,  has  fpoken  of  thefe  Munfter  infurrec- 
tions  in  a manner  that  cannot  fail  to  carry  full  convidion  to  the  unbialfed  I'eader.  (Obfenations 
on  the  Affairs  of  Ireland,  2 edit,  1767,  p-  IDJ  “ The  infurredion  of  fome  of  the  cottagers,  in  a 
‘‘  few  counties  of  Munfter,  is  no  exception  to  the  duty  they  owe  and  pay  to  their  fovereign  ; nor 
" is  it  fair  to  reproach  them  with  the  madnefs  of  a route  of  pealants,  wearied  with  life,  and  defpe- 
" rate  from  invincible  poverty.  The  whole  body  of  Roman  Catholics,  however,  have  been  re- 
" preached,  and  are  in  fome  degree,  reproached  ftill  on  this  account.  It  has  turned  out  a very 
" ferious  and  tragical  affair,  and  had  it  not  proved  fo,  it  would  be  caufe  of  mirth  to  confider,  how 
“ keen  the  appetite  for  Popifli  plots  muft  have  been,  which  fed  upon  the  idea,  that  France  on  the 
" conclufion  of  a treaty  of  peace  with  Britain,  and  evidently  interefted  in  the  temporary  obfervance 
“ of  it,  ftiould  immediately  employ  here  the  prevailing  plenipotentiaries  of  money,  arms,  and  offi- 
“ cers  to  conclude  another  private  treaty  w'ith  the  Munfter  rabble,  and  all  this  with  the  view  of 
“ exciting  a Popifh  maflacre  and  rebellion  through  every  quarter  of  this  kingdom.  Sueh  is  the 
” idea  that  has  been  propagated,  and  fo  fillily  have  fome  played  their  game,  that  they  admitted  every 
“ body  to  look  into  their  hands.  It  is  happy  that  they  did  fo.  Others  were  lefs  to  be  blamed  for 
“ being  feduced  to  think,  like  Scrub  in  the  play,  that  there  muft  be  a plot  becaufe  they  knew 
" nothing  about  it.  But  men  of  good  fenfe,  the  friends  of  their  country  and  of  virtue,  went 
“ upon  furer  grounds,  Ihewed  no  unwillingnefs  to  be  well  informed,  and  are  now  very  fuccefsfully 
“ puftiing  this  affair  into  day-light.  In  and  out  of  the  parliament  they  are  doing  good  j and  may 
" their  country  receive  the  full  benefit  of  their  moderation  and  patriotifm.  The  Irifti  Catholics 
“ eafily  forefaw  that  the  diforders  of  the  Munfter  levellers  would  affect  them  j and  on  the  firft  rifing 
" of  that  mob  addreffed  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  then  in  the  government,  with  the  ftrongeft  affurances 
" of  their  allegiance  to  his  majefty.  The  fuperiors  of  the  Catholic  clergy  in  that  province,  were  at 
" the  fame  time  edifyingly  active  in  preffing  the  duty  of  obedience  and  loyalty  on  their  people. 
“ This  is  well  known.  He  of  Waterford  exerted  himfelf,  by  giving  the  government  the  beft  and 
" earlieft  intelligence  he  could  get  of  the  intentions  and  motions  of  thofe  mifereants.  He  of  Offoiy 
” diftinguilhed  himfelf  alfo,  by  excellent  inftructions  (publilhed  in  the  public  papers)  for  the  civil 
" conduct  of  the  people  under  his  care.  They  iffued  ^xcomriiunications,  and  denounced  in  vain 
“ the  moft  tremendous  cenfures  of  the  Church  againft  the  incorrigible  and  obftinate.” 

* In  tile  montli  of  January,  1762,  the  White  Boys  firft  appeared,  and  in  one  night  dug  up  twelve 
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enquire  upon  the  fpot  into  the  real  caufes  and  circumftances  of  thefe  riots, 
who  reported,  “ that  tlie  authors  of  thofe  riots  confifted  indifcriininately  of 

“ perfons 


acres  of  rich  fattening  ground,  belonging  to  Mr.  Maxwell,  of  Kilfinnan,  in  the  county  of  Limerick. 
A fpecial  commiffion  was  immediately  itfued  to  try  them,  when  two  of  them  were  found  guilty, 
Bangyard  and  Carlhy,  and  executed  at  Gallows  Green,  the  igth  of  June.  (Hiji.  of  Lim.p.  129.J 
Doctor  Campbell  makes  the  following  obfervations  upon  the  ftate  of  the  White  Boys.  Ph.  Siir. 
p.  293.  After  confidering  all  this,  yet  feeing  at  tlie  fame  time  that  the  greater,  and  certainly  the 
beft  part  of  what  I have  feen,  inftead  of  being  in  a progreflive  ftate  of  improvement,  is  verging  to 
depopulation ; that  the  inabitants  are  either  moping  under  the  fullen  gloom  of  inactive  indigence, 
or’  blindly  aflcrting  the  rights  of  nature  in  nocturnal  infurrections,  attended  with  circumftances  of 
ruinous  devaftation  and  favage  cruelty,  muft  we  not  conclude,  that  there  are  political  errors  fome- 
where?  Cruelty  is  not  in  the  nature  of  thefe  people  more  than  of  other  men  j for  they  have  many 
cuftoms  among  them,  which  difcover  uncommon  gentlenefs,  kindnefs,  and  affection.  Nor  are  tliey 
Angular  in  their  hatred  of  labour  j Tacitus’s  character  given  of  -tlie  Germans,  applies  to  them,  and 
all  mankind  in  a rude  ftate,  mird  divtrfilate  naturce,  cuin  iidcm  homines,  fic  ament  inertiam,fic  oderint 
qiiiettm.  At  prefent  their  hands  are  tied  up,  and  they  have  neither  the  actions  of  a favage,  nor  the 
induftry  of  civilized  people.  There  is  no  neceffity  for  recurring  to  natural  difpofition,  when  the 
political  conftitution  obtrudes  upon  us  fo  many  obvious  and  fufficient  caufes  of  the  fad  effects  we 
complain  of.  The  firft  is,  the  fuffering -avarice  to  convert  the  arable  lands  into  pafture.  The  evils 
arifing  from  this  cuftom  in  England,  were  fo  grievous,  that  Lord  Bacon  tells  us,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  a ftatutewas  enacted  to  remedy  them.  But  the  mifchiefftill  encreafing,  Henry  VIII.  re- 
vived all  the  ancient  ftatutes,  and  caufed  them  to  be  put  in  execution . Yet  notwithftanding  this  care, 
fo  great  was  the  difcontent  of  the  people,  from  poverty  occafioned  by  decay  of  tillage  and  increafe  of 
pafturage,  that  they  rofe  in  actual  rebellion  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  and  lliarpened  by  indigence  and 
oppreffion,  demoliffied  in  many  counties  the  greateft  part  of  the  inclofures.  Here  you  fee  an  exact 
prototype  of  the  prefent  difturbances  inMunfter,  carried  on  by  the  rabble,  originally  called  levellers, 
from  their  levelling  the  inclofures  of  commons,  but  now  White  Boys,  from  their  wearing  their  Ihirts 
over  their  coats,  for  the  fake  of  diflinction  in  the  night.  There  it  was  a rebellion,  here  it  is  only 
a ftar-light  infurrection ; difavowed  by  every  body  j and  the  impotence  of  thofe  engaged  to  do  any 
thing  effectual  drives  them  into  wanton  and  malignant  acts  of  cruelty  on  individuals.  Hopelefs  of 
redrefs,  they  are  provoked  to  acts  of  defperation.  The  rebellion  in  England  did  not  remove  the 
evil}  it  was  not  however  altogether  fruitlefs  ; a commiffion  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufe 
of  it,  and  from  a proclamation  thereupon  iflued,  it  appears,  that  government  became  polfefled  of 
the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe.  It  is  fo  remarkably  appofite  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  South  of  Ireland, 
that  I cannot  forbear  citing  an  extract  or  two  from  it.  It  fets  forth,  “ that  the  king,  and  the  reft 
“ of  tire  privy  council  were  put  in  remembrance  by  divers  pitiful  complaints  of  the  poor  fubjects,  as 
well  as  by  other  wife  and  difcreet  men,  that  of  late,  by  enclofing  arable  ground,  many  had  been 
''  driven  to  extreme  poverty,  and  compelled  to  leave  the  places  where  they  were  born,  and  feek 
“ their  livings^in  other  countries}  infomuch,  as  in  times  paft,  where  ten,  twenty,  yea  in  fome  places 
“ two  hundred  people  have  been  inhabiting,  there  is  notliing  now  but  ftieep  and  bullocks.  All 
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“ pcrfons  of  different  perfnafions,  jand  that  no  marks  of  difaffe6lion  to  his 
“ majeiiy’s  perfon  or  government  appeared  in  any  of  thefe  people:”*  Avliich 
report  w as  confirmed  by  the  judges  of  tlic  Munfter  circuit,  and  by  the  dying 
proteffations  of  the  firft  live  of  the  unhappy  men,  v'ho  were  executed  at 
M'atcrford,  in  1762,  for  liaving  been  prefent  at  the  burning  of  a Cabin, 
upon  the  information  of  an  approver,  who  was  tlie  very  perfon,  that  had  fet 
fire  to  it  with  his  own  hand.  Fortunately  for  the  country,  Sir  Richard 
Afton,'!'  lord  chief  juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  was  fent  down  upon  a fpe- 
cial  commiffion  to -try  great  numbers  of  thefe  rioters;  and  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  the  impartiality  of  his  conduft  were  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  parts,  that 
upon  his  return  from  Clonmell,  where  they  were  tried,  he  harl  the  fatisfa6lioii 
of  feeing  the  road  lined  on  both  lides  with  men,  women,  and  children,  thank- 
ing him  for  the  unbiaffed  difeharge  of  his  duty,  and  fupplicating  Heaven  to 
hlefs  him  as  their  protector,  guardian,  and  deliverer. 

The  execution  of  fcores  of  thefe  unfortunate  objefts  of  mifery  and  de- 
fperation  would  not  anfwer  the  views  of  thofe,  (and  too  many  there  fhame- 
fully  were)  who  from  their  own  private  ends  connived  at  and  fomented  thefe 
tumults.  They  fought  a vi6tim  of  more  renown;  and  feleded  Nicholas 
Sheehy,  the  parilh  prieft  of  Clogheen  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  a diftri6t 
then  particularly  infefted  by  the  White  Boys,  as  a fit  obje6t  for  their  wicked, 
though  ultimately  inefl'eftual,  purpofe  of  implicating  the  Catholic  religion, 
the  Pope,  the  French,  and  the  Pretender  in  the  tumultuary  outrages  of  thefe 

“ that  land  which  was  heretofore  tilled  and  occupied  by  fo  many  men,  is  now  gotten,  by  the  infa- 

tiable  greedinefs  of  men,  into  one  or  two  men’s  hands  j and  fcarcely  dwelt  upon  by  one  poor 
“ fliepherd,  fo  that  the  realm  is  thereby  brought  into  marvellous  defolation,  &c.”  The  cafe  of  Ire- 
land is  now  like  that  of  England  then.  Some  would  infinuate  that  Popery  is  at  the  bottom  of  what 
they  call  this  dark  affair;  and  to  give  their  opinion  an  air  of  probability,  they  tell  you,  that  the  firft 
rifing  of  thefe  deluded  people  was  in  the  very  year  that  Thurot  made  a landing  in  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, and  that  Conflans  was  to  have  attempted  the  like  in  the  fouth.  But  I can  find  no  evidence  that 
the  French  king  employed  any  agents,  at  this  time,  to  pradlife  on  the  difeontents  of  the  rabble  of 
Munfter. 

* Vide  Dublin  Gazette,  and  alfo  T/ie  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  the  Outrages  committed  by  the 
Levellers  per  totum. 

f A more  uncorrupt,  firm,  and  humane  judge  never  graced  the  Bench.  The  extraordinary  ex- 
ultation of  the  Irilh  on  this  occafion,  is  a ftrong  though  melancholy  proof,  that  the  chafte  impartiality 
and  independence,  from  which  that  learned  and  revered  judge  never  departed,  had  hitherto  been  a 
novelty  to  the  Irifh  people.  He  has  received  the  moft  honorable  teft  of  his  uprightnefs  in  the  blame 
caft  at  him  by  the  author  of  The  Memoirs  of  the  different  Rebellions  in  Ireland,  p.  34. 
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wretched  dcfperacloes.  They  had  him  proclaimed  upon  falfe  informations; 
and  a reward  of  300/.  was  fet  upon  his  head.  He,  confcious  of  his  inno- 
cence, immediately  upon  hearing  of  the  proclamation,  offered  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Waite  to  fpare  government  the  reward  offered,  and  furrender  liimfelf 
inftantly  to  take  his  trial  out  of  hand;  not  indeed  in  Clonmel,  where  he 
feared  the  malice  and  power  of  his  enemies  would  (as  they  afterwards  proved) 
be  too  prevalent  for  juftice,  but  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  in  Dublin.  His 
propofal  having  been  accepted,  he  was  accordingly  brought  up  to  Dublin, 
and  tried  there  for  rebellion,  of  which,  however,  after  a fevere  fcrutiny  of 
fourteen  hours,  he  was  honourably  acquitted  ; no  evidence  having  appeared 
againft  him  but  a blackguard  boy,  a common  proftitute,  and  an  impeached 
thief,  all  brought  out  of  Clonmel  jail,  and  bribed  for  the  purpofe  of  wit-- 
neffino;  ao-ainff;  him. 

His  enemies,  who  had  failed  in  their  ffrft  attempt,  were  predetermined  upon 
his  deftruftion  at  all  events.  One  Bridge,  an  informer  againft  fome  of  thofe 
who  had  been  executed  for  thefe  riots,  Avas  faid  to  have  been  murdered  by 
their  affociates,  in  revenge,  although  his  body  could  never  be  found,*  and  a 
confiderable  reward  was  offered  for  difcovering  and  convicting  the  murderer. 
Sheehy,  immediately  after  his  acquittal  in  Dublin  for  rebellion,  was  indiCled 
by  his  purfuers  for  this  murder,  and  notwithftanding  the  promife  given  him 
by  thofe  in  office  on  furrendering  himfelf,  he  was  tranfmitted  to  Clonmell,  to 
be  tried  there  for  this  new  crime,  and  upon  the  foie  evidence  of  the  fame  in- 
famous witneffes,  whofe  teftimony  had  been  fo  juflly  reprobated  in  Dublin, 
was  there  condemned  to  be  hanged  and  quartered  for  that  murder. 

The  night  before  his  execution,  which  was  but  the  fecond  after  his  fen- 
tence,  he  wrote  a letter  to  Major  Sirr,  wherein  he  declared  his  innocence  of 
the  crime,  for  which  he  was  next  day  to  fuffer  death;  and  on  the  morning  of 
that  day,  juft  before  he  was  brought  forth  to  execution,  he,  in  prefence  of  the 
fub-ffieriff  and  a clergyman  who  attended  him,  again  declared  his  innocence 
of  the  murder;  folemnly  protcfting  at  the  fame  time,  as  he  was  a dying  man; 
juft  going  to  appear  before  the  moft  awful  of  tribunals,  that  he  never  had 
engaged  any  of  the  rioters  in  the  fervice  of  the  French  king,  by  tendering 

* It  was  pofitively  fworn,  by  two  unexceptionable  witnetTes,  that  he  privately  left  the  kingdom 
fome  fhort  time  before  he  was  faid  to  have  been  murdered.  See  notes  of  tlie  trial  taken  by  one  of 
the  jury  in  Exlliaw’s  Magazine  for  June  1766. 
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them  oaths,  or  otherwife  ; that  he  never  had  diftributed  money  among  them 
on  that  account,  nor  had  ever  received  money  from  France  or  any  other  fo- 
reign court,  either  diredtly  or  indirectly,  for  any  fuch  purpofe;  that  he  never 
knew  of  any  French  or  foreign  officers  being  among  thefe  rioters;  or  of  any 
Roman  Catholics  of  property  or  note  being  concerned  with  them.  At  the 
place  of  execution  he  folemnly  averred  the  fame  things,  adding,  that  he  ne- 
ver heard  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  any  foreign  prince  propofed  or  admini- 
ftered  in  his  life-time ; nor  ever  knew  any  thing  of  the  murder  of  Bridge, 
until  he  heard  it  publickly  talked  of;  nor  did  he  know  that  there  ever  was 
any  fuch  defign  on  foot.  The  prompt  furrender  of  Mr,  Sheehy  when  he 
commanded  the  readied  means  of  efcape,  his  acquittal  before  a Dublin  jury 
of  the  rebellion  charged  in  the  proclamation,  and  his  being  afterwards  found 
guilty  of  the  murder  of  Bridge  upon  the  evidence  of  thofe  very  fuborned 
wretches,  whofe  teftimonies  had  been  rejefted  on  his  former  trial  in  the 
King's  Bench,  and  were  afterwards  alfo  rejedted  on  the  trial  of  a ]\Ir,  Keat- 
ing for  another  pretended  murder  at  Kilkenny,  when  coupled  Avith  other  cir- 
cumftances  of  atrocious  violence,  intimidation,  and  injuftice  attending  the 
trial  of  Sheehy,  knoAvii  to  and  tellified  by  hundreds  of  eye  witneffes,  many  of 
whom  are  dill  living,  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  every  unbiaffed 
man,  that  Mr.  Sheehy  Avas  the  devoted  vi6tim  of  the  ranked  malice  and 
perjury.* 


In 


* On  the  day  of  this  man’s  trial,  a party  of  horfe  furrounded  the  court,  admitting  and  excluding 
whomfoever  they  thought  proper,  while  others  of  them  with  a certain  knight  at  their  head,  fcam- 
pered  the  ftreets  in  a formidable  manner,  forcing  into  inns  and  private  lodgings  in  the  town,  chal- 
lenging and  queftioning  all  new  comers,  menacing  his  friends,  and  queftioning  his  enemies. 
During  the  trial,  Mr.  Keating,  a perfon  of  known  property  and  credit  in  that  country,  having  given 
the  cleareft  and  fulleft  evidence,  that,  during  the  whole  night  of  the  fuppofed  murder  of  Bridge,  the 
prifoner,  Nicholas  Sheehy,  had  lain  in  his  houfe,  that  he  could  not  have  left  it  in  the  night  time 
without  his  knowledge,  and  confequently  that  he  could  not  have  been  prefent  at  the  murder  j the 
Reverend  Mr.  H.  an  adive  manager  in  thefe  trials,  Rood  up,  and  after  looking  on  a paper  that  he 
held  in  his  hand,  informed  the  court,  that  he  had  Mr.  Keating’s  name  on  his  lift,  as  one  of  thofe  that 
were  concerned  in  the  killing  a corporal  and  ferjeant  in  a former  refcue  of  fome  of  thefe  levellers : 
upon  which  he  was  Immediately  hurried  away  to  Kilkenny  jail,  where  he  lay  for  fome  time  loaded 
with  irons  in  a dark  and  loathfome  dungeon.  By  this  proceeding,  not  only  his  evidence  was  ren- 
dered ufelefs  to  Sheehy,  but  alfo  that  of  many  otliers  was  prevented,  who  came  on  purpofe  to  teftify 
the  fame  thing,  but  inftantly  withdrew  themfelves,  for  fear  of  meeting  with  the  fame  treatment. 
Mr.  Keating  was  afterwards  tried  for  this  pretended  murder  at  the  aflizes  of  Kilkenny,  but  was 
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In  vain  from  the  beginning  of  thefe  infurre6lions  did  a certain  party  at- 
tempt to  fix  the  body  of  Roman  Catholics  with  the  treafon  and  difloyalty 
attending  them.  The  plain  truth  is,  that  thefe  opprefled  wretches  being  too 
ignorant  to  know  the  law,  and  too  poor  to  bear  the  expence  of  it,  betook 
themfelves  to  violence  as  to  their  only  refource.  Fatal  experience  teaches  us 
that  mobs  feldom  rife,  till  they  have  fuffered  fome /grievance;  and  feldomer 
difperfe  till  they  have  occafioned  great  mifchief.  The  very  occafion,  which 
fuch  rifings  afford  to  private,  and  fecret,  and  generally  unwarrantable  en- 
gagements Avith  each  other,  is  one  of  the  mofi:  pernicious  evils,  that  can  befal 
fociety.  Linked  by  common  ties,  they  acquire  gregarian  firmnefs,  but  fel- 
dom coalefce  upon  a fpecific  ground  of  gricA'ance.  Yet  Avhilfl;  thefe  White 
Boys  continued  to  exift,  they  Avere  generally  confiftent  in  the  nature  of  their 
complaints;  of  Avhich  hoAve\'er  the  loudeft  and  mofi;  lafiing  Avere  againfi  the 
extortions  of  the  tithe  prodtors;  the  landlords  and  graziers,  in  order  to  di- 
vert the  irritation  of  this  Avretched  and  oppreffed  peafiintry  from  themfelves, 
did  not  fcruple  to  cherifli,  or  at  leafi  connive  at  their  refifiance  to  the  ever 

honourably  acquitted  j too  late,  however,  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  Mr.  Sheehy,  who  had  been  hanged 
and  quartered  fome  time  before  Mr.  Keating’s  acquittal.  The  very  fame  evidence,  which  was 
looked  upon  at  Clonmell  as  good  and  fufficient  to  condemn  Mr.  Sheehy,  having  been  afterwards  re- 
jedted  at  Kilkenny,  as  prevaricating  and  contradidtory,  when  offered  againft  Mr.  Keating.  James 
Prendergaft,  Efq.  a Proteftant  of  the  eftablilhed  church,  a witnefs  for  Mr.  Edmund  Sheehy,  de- 
pofed,  that  on  the  day  and  hour  on  which  the  murder  of  Bridge  was  fworn  to  have  been  committed, 
viz.  about  or  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  asth  of  Odtober,  1764, 
Edmund  Sheehy,  the  prifoner,  was  with  him  and  others  in  a diftant  part  of  the  country  j that  they, 
and  their  wives  had  on  the  aforefaid  2Sth  of  Odtober,  dined  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Tenifon,near  Ard- 
linan,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  where  they  continued  till  after  fupper  ; that  it  was  about  eleven 
o’clock  when  he  and  the  prifoner  left  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Tenifon,  and  rode  a confiderable  way  to- 
gether on  their  return  to  their  refpedlive  homes  ; that  the  prifoner  had  his  wife  behind  him,  that 
wlien  he  (Mr.  Prendergaftfgot  home,  he  looked  at  the  clock,  and  found  it  was  the  hour  of  twelve  ex- 
adtly.  This  teftiniony  was  confirmed  by  feveral  corroborating  circumftances,  fworn  to  by  two  other 
witneffes,  againft  whom  no  exception  feems  to  have  been  taken  ; and  yet  becaufe  Mr.  Tenifon, 
altliough  he  confeffed  in  his  depofition,  that  the  prifoner  had  dined  wdUi  him  in  Odtober  1764,  and 
does  not  exprefsly  deny,  that  it  was  on  the  28th  of  that  month,  but  fays,  conjedlurally,  that  he  was 
inclined  to  think  that  it  was  earlier  than  the  28th,  the  prifoner  \vas  brought  in  guilty.  This  pontive 
and  particular  proof,  produced  by  Mr.  Prendergaft,  with  tlie  circumftances  of  the  d.ay  and  the  hour, 
attefted  upon  oath  by  two  other  witneffes,  whofe  veracity  feems  not  to  have  been  queftioned,  w'as 
overruled  and  fet  afide,  by  tlie  vague  and  indeterminate  furmife  of  Mr.  Tenifon.  See  Exfliaw’s, 
Gentleman’s,  and  London  Magazine,  for  April  and  June,  17G6. 
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unpopular  demands  of  tlie  clergy.  This  fuffering  and  mifguided  people 
bound  theinfeh'es  to  each  other  by  an  oath.* 

The  public  mind  was  much  agitated  by  thefe  proceedings,  and  many  undue 
means  were  ufed  to  exaggerate  the  evil,  and  convert  it  into  a Popilh  plot  to 
overturn  the  government,  to  mallacre  the  Proteftants,  and  to  favour  our 
enemies  in  their  dreaded  invafiou.  y\6}:s  of  popular  outrage  are  committed 
generally  by  the  lower  order  of  the  people;  and  as  that  order  principally 
confifls  in  this  kingdom  of  Roman  Catholics,  it  was  in  fome  refpecl:  a na- 
tural confequence  to  attribute  the  mifdcmeanours  of  the  Southern  infurgents, 
indifcriminatcly,  to  perfons  of  that  perfuahon.  The  Houfe  of  Commons 
therefore  appinted  a committee  to  enciuire  into  the  caufes  and  progrefs  of 
(what  was  termed)  the  Popilh  infurreclion  in  the  province  of  Munlter.” 

tOn  the  23d  of  January,  1762,  IMr.  Hamilton,  fecretary  to  Lord  Halifax, 
communicated  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  meffage  from  the  lord  lieute- 
nant, by  which  he  informed  them,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  after  the  moll;  conciliatory  efforts  which  his  majefty’s  moderation 
could  didate,  or  his  royal  dignity  permit,  affairs  had  been  brought  to  an 
unhappy,  though  on  his  fide  inevitable,  rupture  with  the  court  of  Spain : that 
in  confequence  his  majefty  had  direclcd  an  immediate  augmentation  of  five 
battalions  to  the  efiablilhment,  which  would  render  fome  further  fupplies  un- 
avoidably neceflary  beyond  thofe  which  they  had  already  fo  liberally  granted. 
And  although  in  this  addrefs  to  parliament  there  be  an  exclufive  and  par- 

* Of  which  the  following  is  faid  to  have  been  the  form,  and  which  the  moft  wilful  traducer  of  the 
Irilh  cannot  dillort  into  any  engagement  to  the  Pope,  French,  or  Pretender : 

“ I do  hereby  folemnly  and  lincerely  fwear,  that  I will  not  make  known  any  fecret  now  given 
me,  or  that  hereafter  may  be  given  me,  to  any  one  in  the  world,  except  a fworn  perfon  belonging 
” to  the  fociety  called  White  Botfs,  or  otherwife — Sive  Ultagh’s  Children. 

''  Furthermore  I fwear,  that  I will  be  ready  at  an  hour’s  warning,  if  poffible,  being  properly 
“ fummoned  by  any  of  the  officers,  ferjeants,  or  corporals  belonging  to  my  company. 

Furthermore  I fwear,  that  I will  not  wrong  any  of  the  company  I belong  to,  of  the  value  of 
one  ffiilling  ; nor  fuffer  it  to  be  done  by  others,  without  acquainting  them  tliereof. 

“ Furthermore  I fwear,  I will  not  make  known,  in  any  ffiape  whatever,  to  any  perfon  that 
“ does  not  belong  to  us,  the  name  or  names  of  any  of  our  fraternity,  but  particularly  the  names  of 
“ our  refpedtive  officers. 

“ Laffiy  I fwear,  that  I will  not  drink  of  any  liquor  whatfoever,  whilft  on  duty,  without  the  con- 
" fentof  one  or  other  of  the  officers,  ferjeants,  or  corporals  j and  that  we  will  be  loyal  to  one  ano- 
ther  as  far  as  in  our  power  lies.” 

I 8 Journ.  Com.  p.  136, 
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ticular  application  to  his  majefty’s  Proteftant  fubje6ts  of  Ireland,  it  was  not 
as  before  had  been  the  ufual  Pile  of  the  caftle,  to  call  upon  them  to  make 
head  againft,  to  refill,  or  punifli  the  common  enemy;  but  as  none  but  Pro - 
tellants  were  members  of  the  houfe  which  he  was  then  addrelfmg,  and  none 
but  they  could  affeft  the  revenue,  his  majefty  having  in  all  exigencies  the 
moll  full  and  firm  reliance  on  the  experienced  affe61ion  and  loyalty  of  his 
faithful  Protellant  fubjecls  of  Ireland,  entertained  no  doubt  that  they 
would  concur  with  their  ufual  chearfulnefs  and  unanimity  in  raifing  the  ad- 
ditional fupplies.  The  commons  immediately  refolved  on  an  addrefs  of  thanks 
to  the  lord  lieutenant,  to  return  thanks  for  the  very  important  communica- 
tions he  had  been  pleafed  to  make  them  ; and  to  aflure  his  excellency  of  the 
entire  fatisfaftion  which  they  had  received  from  his  prudent  and  juft  admi-  , 
niftration,  during  the  courfe  of  which  he  had  fully  maintained  the  dignity, 
of  the  crown,  and  at  the  fame  time  gained  the  affection  and  efteem  of  the 
U'hole  kingdom.^'  In  confequence  of  this  meffage,  the  augmentation  was  ac- 
cordingly ordered,  and  another  vote  of  credit  paffed  for  the  raifing  of 
500,000/.  at  five  per  cent.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  alfo  fliortly  after  re- 
folved, that  an  addrefs'  fliould  be  prefented  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  requefting 
that  he  would  reprefent  to  his  majefty  the  fenfe  of  that  houfe,  that  the  enter- 
tainments and  appointments  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  become 
inadequate  to  the  dignity  of  that  high  ftation,  and  that  it  was  the  humble 
defire  of  that  houfe  that  his  majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  fuch  an  aug- 
mentation to  the  entertainments  of  the  lord  lieutenant  for  the  time  being,  as, 
with  the  then  allowances,  fliould  in  the  whole  amount  to  the  annual  fum  of 
16,000/.  which  meafure  was  alfo  effedted. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  feftion  of  1762,  Lord  Halifax,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  parlia- 
ment, thus  alluded  to  the  infurre6lions  of  the  White  Boys  :'\  “ I muft  with 
“ concern  obferve,  that  notwithftanding  the  exemplary  behaviour  of  all 
“ ranks  of  people  in  this  metropolis,  and  throughout  the  greateft  part  of  this 
“ kingdom,  fome  diftant  quarters  of  the  country  have  been  unhappily  dif- 
“ turbed  with  tumults  and  riots  of  the  lower  fort  of  people.  I have  on  this 
“ occafion  been  reludantly  obliged  to  call  out  the  military  power,  which  is 

* This  would  not  have  been  the  language  of  the  commons,  had  there  then  in  reality  exifted  a 
Popifh  confpiracy  againft  the  government  of  the  countiy,  as  the  malevolent  party  was  endeavouring 
to  make  the  public  believe. 

t 7 Journ.  Cora.  p.  173. 
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“ fometimes  the  neceffary,  but  ought  always  to  be  the  laR  refource  of  go- 
“ vcrnmenl.  The  officers  ordered  on  that  fervicehave  executed  their  duty 
“ with  a61ivity  and  difcretion.  Thefe  tumults  are,  I hope,  wholly  fuppretfed. 
“ Many  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  them  are  in  cuftody,  and  await  the  pu- 
“ nilhment  of  their  offences.  Others  are  fled  from  juftice,  and  feem  to 
“ want  only  an  occafion  of  returning  to  their  refpedtive  habitations  with 
“ impunity.” 

Amongft  the  various  duties  of  the  hiftorian,  it  is  not  the  lafl:  or  leaft,  to 
point  out  the  fources  of  diforders,  as  the  beft  and  mofl  efficient  antidotes 
and  remedies  againfl:  their  repetition.  Although  the  White  Boys  were  gene- 
rally fuppreffed,  yet  the  fpirit  of  infurredlion  was  not  eradicated  : the  roots  of 
the  evil  had  fpread  wider  than  the  province  of  Munfter  ; for  elfewhere  alfo 
the  lower  orders  were  wretched,  oppreffed,  and  impoverijhed. 

As  one  infurredlion  has  frequently  proved  to  be  an  encouragement  or  pre- 
lude to  another,  fo  Ireland  was  foon  after  difturbed  by  rifings  in  other  parts, 
but  grounded  on  different  principles  ; Oak  Boys  and  Hearts  of  Steel  Boys 
made  their  appearance  fueeeffively,  in  the  northern  eountries. 

The  highways  in  Ireland  were  formerly  made  and  repaired  by  the  labour 
of  houfekeepers.  He  who  had  a horfe,  was  obliged  to  work  fix  days  in 
the  year ; himfelf  and  horfe : he  who  had  none,  was  to  give  fix  days  la- 
bour. It  had  been  long  complained,  that  the  poor  alone  wTre  compelled  to 
work  ; that  the  rieh  had  been  exempt ; that  inftead  of  mending  the  public 
roads,  the  fweat  of  their  brows  was  wafted  on  private  roads,  ufeful  only  to 
overfeers.  At  length  in  the  years  1763  and  1764,  they  fliewed  their  refent- 
ment.  In  themiofl  populous,  manufadturing,  and  confequently  civilized  part 
of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  the  inhabitants  of  one  parifli  refufed  to  make  more 
of  what  they  cdWed  job-roads.  They  rofe  almofl;  to  a man,  and  from  the 
oaken  branches,  which  they  wore  in  their  hats,  were  denominated  Oak  Boys. 

The  difcontent  being  as  general  as  the  grievance,  the  contagion  feized 
the  neighbouring  parilhes  ; from  parilhes  it  flew  to  baronies,  and  from  ba- 
ronies to  counties,  till  at  length  the  greater  part  of  the  province  was  engaged.. 
The  many-headed  monfter  (as  Dr.  Campbell  obferves)  being  now  roufed,  did 
not  know  where  to  flop,  but  began  a general  redrefs  of  grievances,  whether 
real  or  imaginary.  Their  firft  objedl  was  the  overfeers  of  roads  ; the  fecond 
the  clergy,  whom  they  refolved  to  curtail  of  their  tythes  ; the  third  was  the 
landlords,  the  price  of  whofe  lands  (particularly  the  turf  bogs')' they  fet 
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about  regulating.  They  had  feveral  inferior  obje6ls,  which  only  difcovered 
the  phrenzy  of  infurreftion. 

The  army  was  hereupon  colle6led  from  the  otlier  provinces  ; for  till  then 
the  province  of  Ulfter  was  deemed  fo  peaceful,  that  fcarcely  any  troops  were 
quartered  in  it.  The  rabble  was  foon  difperfed,  Avith  the  lofs  of  a few  lives  ; 
and  the  tumult  was  to  appearance  quelled  in  a few  Aveeks.  In  the  enfuing  feffion 
of  parliament,  the  matter  Avas  taken  into  confideration ; the  old  aft  Avas  re- 
pealed, and  provifion  made  for  the  future  repairs  of  the  roads,  by  leA’ying  a 
tax  on  both  rich  and  poor.  The  caufe  of  the  difcontent  being  thus  happily 
removed,  peace  and  quiet  returned  to  their  former  channels.  The  rifing  of 
the  Steel  Boys  Avas  not  fo  general,  but  it  AA^as  more  violent,  as  proceeding 
from  a more  particularly  interefting  caufe; — the  fource  of  it  Avas  this: 
An  abfentee  nobleman,  poffetfed  of  one  of  the  largeft  eftates  in  the  kingdom, 
inftead  of  letting  it  Avhen  out  of  leafe,  for  the  higheft  rent,  adopted  a novel 
mode,  of  taking  large  fines  and  fmall  rents.  The  occupier  of  the  ground, 
though  Avilling  to  give  the  higheft  rent,  Avas  unable  to  pay  the  fines ; and 
therefore  difpoifetfed  by  the  Avealthy  undertaker,  Avho  not  contented  AAuth  a 
moderate  intereft  for  his  money,  racked  the  rents  to  a pitch  above  the  reach 
of  the  old  tenant. 

Upon  this  the  people  rofe  againft  forefiallers,  deftroying  their  houfes,  and 
maiming  their  cattle,  Avhich  now  occupied  their  former  farms.  When  thus 
driA^en  to  afts  of  defperation,  they  knew  not  hoAV  to  confine  themfeh'^es  to 
their  original  objeft,  but  became  like  the  Oak  Boys,  general  reformers. 
The  army  hoAvever  foon  fubdued  them,  and  fome  Avho  AA^ere  made  prifoners, 
having  fuffered  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  the  country  Avas  reftored 
to  its  priftine  tranquillity.  Both  thefe  infurreftions  being  in  the  north,  the 
moft  opulent,  populous,  and  civilized  part  of  the  kingdom,  Ave  may  obfeiA'e 
have  no  fimilitude  to  that  of  the  JVhite  Boys  in  the  foutli,  either  in  their 
caufes  or  in  their  effcfts,  except  in  the  general  idea  of  oppreflion.  The  caufe 
Avhich  generated  the  one  being  removred,  and  that  of  the  other  being  only 
temporary,  the  duration  of  neither  Avas  long ; the  rife  and  fall  of  each  Avas 
like  that  of  a mountain  river,  AA'hich  fAvelled  by  a broken  cloud,  at  once 
overAA'helms  all  around,  and  then  Ihrinks  down  as  fuddenly  into  its  accuf- 
tomed  bed. 

The  government  of  Lord  Halifax  ended  Avith  the  fclfion  of  1762:  this 
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year  was  an  eventful  jera  to  the  Britifli  empire.  Mr.  Pitt*,  and  aftenvards 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  retired  from  his  majehy’s  councils,  to  make  room 
for  Lord  Bute's  adminiftration,  vdio  is  now  generally  admitted  to  have  brought 
with  him  the  higheft  fublimatioii  of  Tory  principles  (with  the  exception  of 
Jacobitifni),  and  to  have  commanded  more  perfonal  influence  over  his  fove- 
reign,  than  a Buckingham  or  a Clarendon.  This  change  in  his  majefty’s 
councils  was  the  firft  check  given  to  the  Whig  intereft,  by  a prince  of  the 
houfe  of  Brunfwick. 

No  part  of  the  Britifli  empire  was  more  fincefely  and  deeply  affeded  by  the 
fuccefs  of  his  majefty’s  arms  and  the  fecurity  of  his  government  than  Ire- 
land. Upon  tke  refignation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  confequent  decline  of  the 
Whig  intereft, t to  let  in  the  Earl  of  Bute  with  new  and  oppofite,  but  worfe 

tlian 

* Mr.  Pitt,  whofe  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  adminiftration  had  much  endeared  him  to  the  people,, 
having  in  06tober  1761  propofed  in  the  cabinet  an  immediate  declaration  againft  Spain,  which  he 
knew  had  recently  entered  into  an  alliance  with  France  againft  Great  Britain,  and  being  only  fup- 
ported  by  his  brother-in  law,  Earl  Temple,  he  immediately  refigned,  in  order,  to  ufe  his  own 
■words,  not  to  remain  rcfponfible  for  meafures,  which  he  was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide.  The  king 
granted  him  a penfion  of  SOOOl.  which  with  feme  difficulty  and  riik  of  his  popularity  he  accepted,: 
.tliough  he  then  refufed  the  peerage,  which  he  afterwards  accepted.  But  his  lady  was  created  Ba~- 
ronefs  of  Chatham,  with  remainder  to  her  heirs  male. 

f The  truly  mafterly  ftrokes  of  Mr.  Burke  upon  this  fubjeiSt  cannot  fail  to  ihftruiSt  and  delight 
the  reader.  In  his  Thoughts  on  the  prefent  Difeontents,  written  in  1770,  whilft  the  nation  was  fen- 
ftbly  alive  to  tlie  confequences  o-f  this  new  fyftem,  he  analyfes  it  from  its'fource  ; and  although  it 
operated  only  by  rebound,  and  perhaps  imperfe6tly  upon  Ireland,  yet  in  the  uncontrolled  depen- 
dance  of  the  Irillt  adminiftration  on  the  Britifli  cabinet,  his  obfervations  cannot  be  irrelevant  to 
Ireland.  ^‘The  power  of  the  crown,”  fays  he,  almoft  dead  and  rotten,  as  prerogative,  has  grown  up 
anew  witli  much  more  ftrength,  and  far  lefs  odium,  under  the  name  of  iri/liience.  At  the  Revolu- 
tion the  crown,  deprived,  for  the  ends  of  the  revolution  itfelf,  of  many  prerogatives,  was  found 
too  weak  to  ftruggle  againft  all  the  difficulties,  which  preffed  fo  new  and  unfettled  a government. 
The  court  was  obliged  therefore  to  delegate  a part  of  its  powers  to  men  of  fuch  intereft,  as  could 
fupport,  and  of  fuch  fidelity,  as  would  adhere  to  its  eftablilhment.  Such  men  were  able  to  draw 
in  a great  number  to  a concurrence  in  the  common  defence.  This  connexion,  neceflary  at  firft, 
continued  long  after  convenient,  and  properly  conduced,  might  indeed  in  all  fituations  be  an  ufeful 
inftrument  of  government.  The  powerful  managers  for  government  were  not  fufficiently  fubmiflive 
to  thepleafure  of  the  pofleflbrs  of  the  immediate  and  perfonal  favour  j fometimes  from  a confidence 
in  their  own  ftrength,  natural  and  acquired  : fometimes  from  a fear  of  offending  their  friends,,  and 
weakening  that  lead  in  the  country,  which  gave  them  a confideration  independent  of  the  court. 
Men  afted  as  if  the  court  could  receive,  as  well  as  confer  an  obligation.  This  method  of  govern- 
ing 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


34g 


dian  the  old  Tory  principles,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Dublin  in  a body, 
not  indeed  legally  reprefenting,  but  well  known  to  fpeak  the  fentiments  of 

the 

nig  by  men  of  great  national  intereft  or  great  acquired  confideratioii  was  viewed  in  a very  invidiou? 
light  by  the  true  lovers  of  abfolute  monarchy.  It  is  the  nature  of  defpotifm  to  abhor  power  held' 
by  any  means  but  its  own  momentary  pleafure  and  to  annihilate  all  intermediate  fituations  be-' 
tween  boundlefs  ftrength  on  its  own  part,  and  total  debility  on  the  part  of  the  people.  To  get  rid 
of  all  this  intermediate  and  independent  importance,,  and  to  fecure  to  the  court  the  unlimited  and 
uncontrolled  ufe  of  its  own  vaft  influence,  under  the  foie  dire6lion  of  its  own  private  favour,  has 
for  fome  years  pad;  been  the  great  objeft  of  policy.  If  this  were  compafled,  the  influence  of  the 
crown  muft  of  courfe  produce  all  the  effefts,  which  the  mofl:  fanguine  partizans  of  the  court  could 
poffibly  delire.  Government  might  then  be  carried  on  without  any  concurrence  on  the  part  of  the 
people  ; without  any  attention  to  the  dignity  of  the  greater,  or  to  the  afte6lions  of  the  lower  forts; 
A new  project  was  therefore  devifed,  by  a certain  let  of  intriguing  men,  totally  dift'erent  from  the 
fyftem  of  adminiftnation,  which  had  prevailed  lince  the  acceffion  ot  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick.  This 
project  I have  heard  was  firft  conceived  by  fome  perfons  in  the  court  of  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales.. 
The  earliefl;  attempt  in  the  execution  of  this  deflgn  was  to  fet  up  for  mlnifter,  a perfon  in  rank  in- 
deed refpectable,  and  very  ample  in  fortune  j but  who,  to  the  nroment  of  this  vaft  and  fudden  ele- 
vation, was  little  known  or  confidered  in  the  kingdom  : to  him  the  whole  nation  was  to  yield  an- 
immediate  and  implicit  fubmiflion.  But  whether  it  was  for  want  of  firmnefs  to  bear  up  againft 
the  firft  oppofition,  or  that  things  were  not  yet  fully  ripened,  or  that  this  method  was  not  found  the  ' 
mofl  eligible,  tliat  idea  was  foon  abandoned.  The  inftrumental  part  of  the  project  was  a little 
altered,  to  accommodate  it  to  the  time,  and  to  bring  things  more  gradually  and  more  furely  to  the 
one  great  end  propofed.  The  firft  part  of  the  reformed  plan  was  to  draw  a line  which  Ihould  fepa- 
rate  the  court  from  the  miniftry.  Hitherto  thefe  names  had  been  looked  upon  as  fynonimous,  but 
for  the  future,  court  and  adminiftration  were  to  be  confidered  as  things  totally  diftinct.  By  this 
operation,  two  fyftems  of  adminiftration  were  to  be  formed  ; one,  which  ftiould  be  in  the  real 
fecret  and  confidence  j the  other  merely  often fible,  to  perform  the  official  and  executory  duties  of 
government.  The  latter  were  alone  to  be  refponfible,  whilft  the  real  advifers,  who  enjoyed  all  the 
power  were  effectually  removed  from  all  the  danger.  Secondly,  a party  under  thefe  leaders  was 
to  be  formed  in  favour  of  the  court  againft  the  miniftry  : this  party  was  to  have  a large  ffiare  in  the 
emoluments  of  government,  and  to  hold  it  totally  feparate  from,  and  independent  of  oftenfible  ad-, 
miniftration.  The  third  point,  and  that,  on  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole  fcheme  ultimately  de- 
pended, was  to  bring  parliament  to  an  acquiefcence  in  this  project.  Parliament  was  therefore  to 
be  taught  by  degrees  a total  indifference  to  the  perfons,  rank,  influence,  abilities,  connexions,  and 
character  of  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  by  means  of  a difeipline,  on  which  I fliall  fay  more  here- 
after j that  body  was  to  be  habituated  to  the  moft  oppofite  interefts,  and  the  moll  difeordant  po- 
liticks. All  connexions  and  dependencies  among  fubjects  were  to  be  entirely  diffolved.  As  hi- 
therto bufinefs  had  gone  tlirough  the  hands  of  leaders  of  Whigs  or  Tories,  men  of  talents  to  con- 
ciliate the  people,  and  engage  to  their  confidence,  now  the  method  was  to  be  altered;  and  the 
lead  was  to  be  given  to  men  of  no  fort  of  confideration  or  credit  in  the  country.  This  want  of 
natural  importance  was  to  be  their  yevy  title  to  delegated  ppwer.  Members  of  parliament  were  to 
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the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  prefented  a moft  grateful  ad- 
drefs  to  Mr.  Pitt,  expreffive  of  their  admiration  of  his  principles  and  con- 

du6t, 

be  hardened  into  an  infenfibility  to  pride,  as  well  as  to  duty.  Thofe  high  and  haughty  fentiments, 
which  are  the  great  fupport  of  independence,  were  to  be  let  down  gradually.  Point  of  honour  and 
precedence  were  no  more  to  be  regarded  in  parliamentary  decorum,  than  in  a Turkifli  army.  It 
w'as  to  be  avowed  as  a conftitutional  maxim,  that  the  king  might  appoint  one  of  his  footmen,  or  one 
of  your  footmen,  for  minifter ; and  that  he  ought  to  be,  and  that  he  would  be,  as  well  followed  as 
the  firft  name  for  rank  or  w'ifdom  in  the  nation.  Thus  parliament  was  to  look  on,  as  if  perfectly  un- 
concerned j while  a cabal  of  the  clofet  and  back  flairs  was  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  a national  ad- 
miniftration.  With  fuch  a degree  of  acquiefcence,  any  meafure  of  any  court  might  w'ell  be  deemed 
thoroughly  fecure.  The  capital  objects,  and  by  much  the  moft  flattering  characteriftics  of  arbitrary 
power,  would  be  obtained.  Every  thing  would  be  drawn  from  its  holdings  in  the  country  to  the 
perfonal  far'our  and  inclination  of  the  prince.  This  favour  would  be  the  foie  Introduction  to 
power,  and  the  whole  tenure,  by  which  it  was  to  be  held  : fo  that  no  perfon  looking  towards  an- 
other, and  all  looking  towards  the  court,  it  was  impoflible,  but  that  the  motive,  which  folely  influ- 
enced every  man’s  hopes,  muft  come  in  time  to  govern  every  man's  conduct  j till  at  laft  the  fervility 
became  univerfal,  in  fpite  of  the  dead  letter  of  any  laws  or  inftitutions  whatfoever.  In  tlie  firft 
place,  they  proceeded  gradually,  but  not  flowly,  to  deftroy  every  thing  of  flrength  w'hich  did  not 
deriv'e  its  principal  nouriftiment  from  the  immediate  pleafure  of  the  court.  The  greateft  weight  of 
popular  opinion  and  party  connexion  were  then  with  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  and  Mr.  Pitt.  Neither 
of  thefe  held  their  importance  by  the  new  tenure  of  the  court ; they  were  not  therefore  thought  to 
be  fo  proper  as  others  for  the  fervices  which  were  required  by  that  tenure.  It  happened  very  fa- 
vourably for  the  new  fyftem,  that  under  a forced  coalition  there  rankled  an  incurable  alienation  and 
dil'guft  between  the  parties,  which  compofed  the  adminiftration.  Mr.  Pitt  was  firft  attacked.  Not 
fatisfied  with  removing  him  from  power,  they  endeavoured  by  various  artifices  to  ruin  his  cha- 
racter. The  other  party  feemed  rather  pleafed  to  get  rid  of  fo  oppreffive  a fupport ; not  perceiving, 
that  their  own  falHvas  prepared  by  his,  and  involved  in  it.  Many  other  reafons  prevented  them 
from  daring  to  look  their  true  fituation  in  the  face.  To  die  great  Whig  families  it  was  extremely 
difagreeable,  and  feemed  almoft  unnatural,  to  oppofe  the  adminiftration  of  a prince  of  the  houfe 
of  Brunfwick.  Day  after  day  they  hesitated,  and  doubted,  and  lingered,  expecting  that  other 
counfels  would  take  place ; and  were  flow  to  be  perfuaded,  that  all  which  had  been  done  by  the 
cabal,  was  the  effect  not  of  humour,  but  of  fyftem.  It  was  more  ftrongly  and  evidently  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  new  court  faction,  to  get  rid  of  the  great  Whig  connexions,  than  to  deftroy  Mr.  Pitt. 
The  power  of  that  gentleman  was  vaft  indeed  and  merited  ; but  it  was  in  a great  degree  perfonal, 
and  therefore  tranfient.  Theirs  was  rooted  in  the  country.  For  with  a good  deal  lefs  of  popularity, 
they  poffelfed  a far  more  natural  and  fixed  influence.  Long  polfeffion  of  government  j vaft  pro- 
perty ; obligations  of  favours  given  and  received  ; connexion  of  office  j ties  of  blood,  of  alliance, 
of  friendihip  (things  at  that  time  fuppofed  of  fome  force)  ; the  name  of  Whig,  dear  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  j the  zeal  early  begun  and  fteadily  continued  to  the  royal  family  : all  thefe  to- 
gether formed  a body  of  power  in  the  nation,  which  was  criminal  and  devoted.  The  great  ruling 
principle  of  the  cabal,  and  that  which  animated  and  harmonized  all  their  proceedings,  how  various 
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foever  they  may  have  been,  was  to  fignify  to  the  world,  that  the  court  would  proceed  upon  its  own 
proper  forces  only  j and  that  the  pretence  of  bringing  any  other  into  its  fervice  was  an  affront  to  it, 
and  not  a fnpport.  Therefore,  when  the  chiefs  were  removed,  in  order  to  go  to  the  root,  the 
whole  party  was  put  under  a profcription  fo  general  and  fevere,  as  to  take  their  hard-earned  bread 
from  the  lowed  officers,  in  a manner,  which  had  never  been  known  before,  even  in  general  revo- 
lutions. But  it  was  thought  neceffary  effedtually  to  deftroy  all  dependencies  but  one,  and  to  Ihew 
an  example  of  the  firmnefs  and  rigour  with  which  the  new  fyftem  was  to  be  fupported. 

“ I reft  a little  the  longer  on  this  court  topick,  becaufe  it  was  much  infiftcd  upon  at  the  time 
of  tlie  great  change,  and  has  been  fince  frequently  revived  by  many  of  the  agents  of  tliat  party  : 
for,  whilft  they  are  terrifying  the  great  and  opulent  with  the  horrors  of  mob-governnaent,  they  are 
by  other  managers  attempting  (though  hitherto  with  little  fuccefs)  to  alarm  the  people  with  a phan- 
tom of  tyranny  in  the  nobles.  All  this  is  done  upon  their  favourite  principle  of  difunion,  of  fowing 
jealoulies  amongft  the  different  orders  of  the  ftate,  and  of  disjoining  the  natural  ftrength  of  the 
kingdom,  that  it  may  be  rendered  incapable  of  refilling  the  finifter  defigns  of  wicked  men,  who 
hav«  engroffed  the  royal  power. 

It  muft  be  remembered,  that  fince  lire  Revolution,  until  the  period  we  are  fpeaking  of,  the 
influence  of  the  crown  had  been  always  employed  in  fupporting  the  minifters  of  ftate,  and  in 
carrying  on  the  public  buiinefs  according  to  their  opinions.  But  the  party  now  in  queftion  is 
formed  upon  a very  different  idea.  It  is  to  intercept  the  favour,  proteftion,  and  confidence  of  the 
crown  in  the  paffage  to  its  minifters  ; it  is  to  come  between  them  and  their  importance  in  parlia- 
ment j it  is  to  feparate  them  from  all  their  natural  and  acquired  dependencies  j it  is  intended  as  the 
control,  not  the  fupport,  of  adminiflration.  The  machinery  of  this  fyftem  is  perplexed  in  its 
movements,  and  falfe  in  its  principle.  It  is  formed  on  a fuppofition  that  the  king  is  fomething  ex- 
ternal to  his  government,  and  that  he  may  be  honoured  and  aggrandized,  even  by  its  debility  and 
difgrace.  The  plan  proceeds  exprefsly  on  the  idea  of  enfeebling  the  regular  executory  power.  It 
proceeds  in  the  idea  of  weakening  the  ftate  in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  court.  The  fcheme  depend- 
ing entirely  on  diftruft,  on  difconnexion,  on  mutability  by  princrjde,  on  fyflematic  weaknefs  in 
every  particular  member  j it  is  impotfible,  that  the  total  refult  ihould  be  fubftantial  ftrength  of 
any  kind. 

Then  having  given  a moft  pointed  fketch  of  this  new  court  corporation,  he  fays : “ The  name,  by 
which  they  chufe  to  diftinguith  themfelves,  is  that  of  king’s  men,  or  the  king’s  friends,  by  invidious  ex- 
clufion  of  the  reft  of  his  majefty’s  moft  loyal  and  affieftionate  fubjeds.  The  whole  fyftem,  compre- 
hending the  exterior  and  interior  adminiftrations,  is  commonly  called,  in  the  technical  language  of 
the  court,  double  cabinet.  This  fyftem  has  not  rifen  folely  from  the  ambition  of  Lord  Bute,  but  from 
the  circumftances,  which  favoured  it,  and  from  an  indifference  to  the  conftitution,  which  had  been 
for  fome  time  growing  among  our  gentry.  We  fliould  have  been  tried  with  it,  if  the  Earl  of  Bute 
had  never  exifted  ; and  it  will  want  neither  a contriving  head  nor  adlive  members,,  when  the  Earl 
of  Bute  exifts  no  longer.”  Thus  fpoke  this  great  man  in  the  unchecked  vigour  of  his  mind,  ere  he 
bad  yet  difcovered  the  difference  between  an  Old  and  a New  Whig, 


Vices, 


353 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


vices.*  The  merchants,  traders,  and  citizens  of  Dublin  at  this  time  being 
the  moft  opulent  and  confiderahle  body  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  appQ;a,r  to' 
have  taken  the  lead  of  all  their  countrymen  in  watching  and  forwarding, 
according  to  their  rights  and  abilities,  the  civil  interefts  of  the  nation ; in 
which  they  M'ere  encouraged  and  diredted  by  the  famous  Dr.  Lucas,  who 
(after  having  triumphed  over  all  his  enemies  and  perfecutors)  now  reprefen  ted 
them  in  pai'liament. 

On  the  vei  y firft  day  of  the  feflion  of  the  laft  parliament  (viz.  23  061.  1761) 
the  commons  ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a bill  to 
limit  the  duration  of  parliaments  : and  Dr.  Lucas,  Mr.  Perry,  and  Mr. 
Gorges  Lowther  were  ordered  to  bring  in  the  fame.f  This  favourite  and 
conftitutional  meafure  had  been  moft  ftrongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Lucas, 
in  imitation  of  the  Englifli  feptennial  bill : he  accordingly  prefented  accord- 
ing to  order,  on  the  28th  of  October,  heads  of  a bill  for  limiting  the  dura- 
tion of  parliaments,  which  were  received,  read,  and  committed  : fevelal 
amendments  were  propofed  and  adopted  in  the  committee.  On  the  9th  of 
December,  1761,  Mr.  Lowther,  according  to  order,  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  to  whom  the  heads  of  the  bill  had  been  com- 
mitted, that  they  had  gone  through  the  fame,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  table ; and  they  were  accordingly  read 
and  agreed  to.  But  when  a motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion  put,  that  the 
fpeaker  with  the  houfe  fliould  attend  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  with 
the  heads  of  the  bill,  and  defire  the  fame  might  be  tranfmitted  into 
Great  Britain  in  due  form,  and  that  his  excellency  would  be  pleafed  to  re- 
commend the  fame  in  the  moft  effectual  manner  to  his  majefty ; the  houfe 
divided,  43  for  the  motion,  and  108  againft  it.  This  majority  of  65  upon 
a queftion  fo  reafonable,  fo  necelfary,  and  fo  conftitutional,  fliews  the  rapid 
decline  of  the  patriotic  intereft  in  Ireland  after  the  late  changes  ; the  reduc- 
tion of  which  was  very  artfully  effe6ted  by  the  two  firft  of  the  lords  juftices, 
Primate  Stone,  the  Earl  of  Shannon,  and  Mr.  John  Ponfonby,  the  fpeaker. 
The  houfe  however  ordered,  that  Mr.  G.  Lowther  fliould  attend  his  excel- 
lency the  lord  lieutenant  with  the  faid  Leads  of  a bill,  and  defire  the  fame 

* It  has  often  heen  faid,  that  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  was  a Tory  at  heart,  notwithftanding  his 
boafted  avowals  of  Whiggifm.  That  in  his  youth  he  was  a Tory  appears  more  than  probable  : 
•but  it  would  be  too  harih  a cenfure  to  pafs  on  fo  great  a ftatefman,  to  conclude  that  his  converfion 
to  Whiggifm  was  the  effeft  of  intereft,  and  not  of  convidlion.  Vid.  the  addrefs,  App.  No.  LXIX. 

;t  7 Cora.  Journ.p.  14.. 
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might  be  tranfmitted  into  Great  Britain  in  due  form.  Thus  was  Mr.  Lucas’s 
firft  patriotic  bill  loft,  to  the  no  ftnall  difappointment  and  mortification  of  the 
people  out  of  doors.  It  is  highly  material  to  obferv'e,  that  in  proportion  as 
patriots  fell  off  in  parliament,  they  fprang  up  out  of  it.  This  minifterial 
triumph  M’as  followed  by  no  popular  difturbance,  but  great  difcontent:  it 
produced  a more  alarming  effe6l  upon  the  caftle  : riot  and  infurre6lion  they 
could  eafily  have  fubdued,  and  the  quelling  thereof  would  havejuftified  the 
very  meafures,  that  had  excited  them.  But  the  people’s  cool,  confiderate, 
and  firm  condu6t  in  inveftigating  and  peaceably  following  up  their  rights  and 
interefts,  was  truly  to  be  dreaded  by  thofe,  who  were  attempting  to  invade 
and  thwart  them.  After  much  canvafling  the  condu6l  of  their  popular  re- 
prefentatives  in  parliament  on  this  important  occafion,  in  March  1762  the. 
merchants,  traders,  and  citizens  of  Dublin  having  aftembled,  came  to  the 
following  refolutions,  viz. 

“ Refolved,  That  we  fhall  ever  retain  the  moft  grateful  remembrance  of 
“ the  leveral  lords  and  commons,  who,  in  their  refpe6tive  ftations,  have  fo 
“ eminently  diftinguifiied  themfelves  in  fupport  of  the  Septennial  Bill. 

“ Refolved,  That  although  we  reft  fecure  againft  common  enemies,  under 
“ the  protedlion  daily  given  us  by  Great  Britain,  our  prote61ion  againft 
“ domeftic  invaders  depends  wholly  on  the  limitation  of  parliaments. 

Refolved,  That  the  clandeftine  arts  which  are  ufually  praftifed  (and 
“ have  been  fomctimes  dete6ted)  in  obftru6ling  of  bills  tending  to  promote 
“ the  Proteftant  intereft,  ought  to  make  Proteftants  the  more  active  in  fup- 
“ porting  the  Septennial  Bill ; the  rather,  as  no  doubt  can  remain,  that  a 
“ feptennial  limitation  of  parliaments,  would  render  the  generality  of  land- 
“ lords  afliduous  in  procuring  Proteftant  tenants,  and  that  the  vifible  adv^an- 
“ tage  accruing,  would  induce  others  to  conform. 

‘ “ Refolved,  That  thefe,  our  refolutions,  be  prefented  to  the  reprefentatives 
“ of  this  city  in  parliament,  intreating  they  Avill  immediately  take  into  their 
“ moft  ferious  confideration,  the  ftate  of  the  Septennial  Bill,  now  five  months 
in  its  progrefs;  the  feftion  ot  parliament  near  its  end  ; all  aids  within  tlie 
“ ability  of  this  nation  given  with  unanimity  and  chearfulnefs  to  the  crown; 
“ and  nothing  yet  known,  with  certainty,  touching  this  ad  of  redrefs.” 

Thefe  refolutions,  and  other  popular  exprelfions  of  the  general  difcontent 
at  the  failure  of  tlie  Septennial  Bill  raifed  an  awful  alarm  in  government; 
and  they  moft  unwifely  rivetted  the  convictions  of  the  people,  tliat  the 
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Bi  ltilli  minilliy  was  againft  the  meafure,  by  a counter-declaration  wrapped  up 
^ in  the  following  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.* 

“ Refolved,  That  the  fuggeftions  confidently  propagated,  that  the  heads 
“ of  a bill  for  limitting  the  duration  of  parliaments,  and  afcertaining  the 
“ qualifications  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  if  they  had  returned 
“ from  England,  would  have  been  reje6led  by  this  houfe,  though  in  nowife 
“ materially  altered,  are  without  foundation.”  Loudly  as  the  public  called 
for  fuch  a law,  feveral  years  pafied,  and  imperious  circumftances  arofe,  ere 
Ireland  obtained  it.  The  failure  in  this  attempt  did  not  abate  the  patriotic 
efforts  of  Dr.  Lucas.  He  prefented  heads  of  a bill  for  fecuring  the  freedom 
of  parliament,  by  afcertaining  the  qualifications  for  knights,  citizens,  and 
burgefles  of  parliament,  and  alfo  of  another  bill  for  better  fecuring  the  free- 
dom of  parliament,  by  vacating  the  feat  of  fuch  members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  as  ihould  accept  of  any  lucrative  office  or  employment  from  the 
Crown,  or  any  perfon  on  the  eftablifliment  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland: 
neither  of  which  fucceeded : fuch  was  the  afcendancy  of  the  court  party 
over  the  patriots ; It  was  now  no  longer  called  the  EjigliJli  mtereji,  for 
Primate  Stone  was  too  good  a politician  to  keep  up  that  offenfive  term,  after 
he  had  fo  fuccefsfully  brought  over  fome  of  the  leading  patriots  to  his  fide, 
who  in  fupporting  all  the  meafures  of  the  Britifli  cabinet,  affedled  to  do  it, 
ffill  as  Irijh  Patriots. 

The  Earl  of  Halifax  had  been  recalled  to  England  to  fucceed  Mr.  G.  Gren- 
ville as  fecrctary  of  ftaterf  and  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  came  over  as 
lord  lieutenant  to  Ireland  to  meet  the  parliament,  in  06tober,  1703.  His 
fpeech  to  the  parliament,  on  this  occafion,  was  expreflive  of  his  majefty’s  juft 
and  gracious  regard  for  a dutiful  and  loyal  people : he  congratulated  them  on 
the  happy  effects  of  fo  glorious  a peace,  and  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  alfo  of  another  prince.  The  remainder  of  his  fpeech,  referred  to  the 
difturbances  in  the  province  of  Ulfter,  of  which  mention  has  been  before 
made.  “ Not  only,”  faid  his  excellency,  “ my  duty,  but  my  earneft  good 
“ whiles  for  the  profperity  of  Ireland,  oblige  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
“ mentioning  to  you,  the  only  unpleafing  circumftance,  which  has  occurred 

* On  the  26th  of  April  1762.  Com.  Journ,  vol.  7.  p.  168. 

f This  happened  on  the  l4thof  OAober,  1762,  which  fituation  he  held  till  July  12,  1765, 
when  he  was  fucceeded  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton. 

fmce 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


355 


“ fince  my  entrance  upon  this  government;  the  tumultuous  rifings  of  tlie 

lower  fort  of  people,  in  contempt  of  all  laws  and  magiftracy,  and  of  every 
“ conftitutional  fubordination,  muft,  if  not  early  attended  to,  be  produdtive 
“ of  the  moft  fatal  confequences;  they  are  a difgrace  to  a country  of  liberty; 
“ they  are  ruinous  to  a country  of  commerce;  and  muft  be  particularly 
“ fatal  here,  where  the  leaft  check  to  the  rifmg  fpirit  of  induftry  is  fo  very 
“ fenfibly  felt,  and  fo  very  difficult  to  be  relieved;  no  means  can  ferve  more 
“ effcdtually  to  prevent  thefe  diforders  for  the  future,  than  the  encourage- 
“ ment  of  fuch  inftitutions,  as  tend  to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  the  lower 
“ order  of  the  people  early  habits  of  induftry,  and  true  principles  of  reli- 
“ gion.” 

It  has  been  before  obferved,*  that  the  chief  of  the  jMunfter  infurgents, 
called  White  Boys,  were  Catholic  labourers : and  that  the  chief  of  the  Ulfter 
infurgents  called  Steel  Boys,  Oak  Boys,  Peep  of  Day  Boys,  Avere  chiefly  ma- 
nufa6turing  Proteftants  in  the  north : but  as  religion  Avas  no  ingredient  to 
thefe  tumultuous  infurreftions,  it  Avas  certainly  fomething  more  than  hafty 
or  inconfiderate  prejudice  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Avhen  in  1762j'  they 
appointed  a committee  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  and  progrefs  of  the  fub- 
Popijh  in furreBion  in  the  province  of  ]\Iunfter;j:  and  when  in  1704 
they  appointed  a fimilar  committee  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  late 
tumultuous  rifings  in  the  province  of  Ulfter;  fo  far  indeed  Avas  the  houfe 
from  calling  them  Protejiant  infurreBions,  which  in  fa6t  they  Avere,  as  much 
as  thofc  in  IMunfter  Avere  Popifh,  that  Avhen  a motion  Av^as  made  and  the 
queftion  propofed,  that  it  fliould  be  an  inftruclion  to  the  committee  to  en- 
quire into  the  caufes  of  thofe  rifings,  and  into  the  means  ufed  to  fuppr^fs 
them,  and  alfo  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  infurredlions  in  the  fouth, 
and  to  report  the  Avhole  matter,  as  it  fliould  appear  to  them  fpecially,  it  Avas 
negatived  in  a divifton  upon  the  preAnous  queftion  of  eighty  againft  twenty- 
fix:  thus  Avas  the  door  fliut  againft  enquiry,  probably  from  apprehenfton, 
that  the  truth  fliould  be  recorded,  and  an  eft’e6lual  flop  put  to  the  fyfteni  of 
converting  popular  difcoutents  into  the  engines  of  ftate  intrigues,  to  the 
palpable  detriment  of  the  nation  : for  to  know  the  fource  of  a diforder,  is 
the  firft  ftep  to  its  cure.  When  the  majority  of  the  houfe  rejected  this  moft 

* On  the  impartial  authority  of  Arthur  Young. 

t Journ.  Com.  vol.  7.  p.  161.  t Ibid,  p sp.'l. 
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neceffaiy  motion  tor  onquiiy  and  report:  *thcy  received  from  their  committee 
levcral  refolutions,  which  Mr.  Bagwell  reported  to  the  houfe,  and  thefe  they 
palmed  upon  the  nation,  as  an  efficient  check  upon  the  various  tumultuous 
rioters.  They  were  truifms  in  form  of  refolutions,  that  riots  exifted,  that 
unlefs  checked  they  would  be  attended  with  fatal  confequences,  that  the 
laws  if  properly  executed  were  fufficient  to  reftrain  the  rioters,  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  magiftrates  to  enforce  the  law,  that  to  tender  oaths,  (not  being 
lawfully  authorifed)  with  threats  and  violence  in  cafe  of  refufal,  was  a high 
offence  punifliable  by  law,  and  that  it  would  tend  to  fupprefs  and  prevent 
the  like  diforders,  Tf  the  abhorrence  in  which  government  and  parliament 
held  thefe  treafonable  offences,  were  made  known  to  the  deluded  people. 
Such  unmeaning  generalities  could  produce  no  effe6l.  They  gave  no  in- 
formation: they  furnifhed  no  redrefs:  they  fupplied  no  means:  they  afforded 
no  fecurity:  they  effected  no  reftraint. 

Notwithftanding  the  patriots  had  fo  often  failed  in  their  parliamentary 
efforts  to  bring  meafures  into  fome  conhitutional  confiftency,  they  ftill  per- 
fevered,  particularly  in  their  attempt  to  reduce  and  regulate  the  penfion  lift. 
The  commons  refolved  themfelves  into  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to 
take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  penfions  upon  the  civil  eftabliftiment 
of  that  kingdom,  and  how  the  encreafe  of  them  might  be  prevented:  but  th'e 
motion  for  addreffing  his  majefty  on  the  fubje^f  was  negatived  on  a divifion  of 
112  againft  73.  So  weak  were  now  the  patriots  in  the  commons.'!'  Penfions 

con- 


* Journ.  Com.  vol.  7.  p.  2g3, 

•j  This  motion  being  very  fpecial  and  important,  will  let  the  candid  reader  into  the  Ipirit,  which 
at  that  time,  (8th  of  November,  1763)  diredted  tire  councils  of  the  Irifli  adminillration.  7 Journ. 
Com.  p.  198.  “ A motion  was  made,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  bis  majefty,  to 

reprefent  in  the  mofl  dutiful  terms,  that  the  debt  of  this  kingdom  is  become  very  great.  That 
" the  penfions  now  in  being,  that  have  been  placed  on  the  eftablifliments  of  this  kingdom,  are  one 
" of  the  caufes  of  the  encreafe  of  the  public  debt.  That  thofe  penfions  have  been  paid,  and 
“ continue  to  be  paid  out  of  all  the  revenues  of  this  kingdom  without  <Jiftin£lion.  That  it  appears 
“ to  this  houfe  to  be  worthy  of  his  majefty’s  royal  confideration,  whether  the  grants  that  have  been 
“ made  of  thofe  penfions  are  agreeable  to  or  warranted  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  whether 
“ the  revenues  of  the  crown,  that  have  been  given  for  public  ufes,  ought,  or  can  by  law  be  applied  to 
“ penfions:  and  therefore  moft  humbly  do  befeech  his  majefty  to  order  it  to  be  made  known,  as 
" his  majefty’s  royal  will  and  command,  to  the  officers  of  the  treafury  of  this  kingdom,  that  no 
“ part  of  the  revenues  of  excife,  cuftoms,  poundage,  hearth  money,  quit  rents,  ale  licences,  wine, 

“ or 
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continued  to  be  laviflied  with  unchecked  profufion.  The  debate  on  this  quef- 
tion  was  rather  warm.  *Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  took  the  lead  on  the  patriot  fide. 
He  Rated,  (and  was  not  contradided)  that  the  penlions  then  charged  upon  the 
civil  eftablilhment  of  that  kingdom  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  72,000/.  per  ann. 
bcfides  the  French  and  military  penfions,  and  bdides  the  fums  paid  for  old  and 
now  unnecelfary  employments,  and  thofe  paid  in  unnecelfary  additions  to  the 
falaries  of  others:  that  the  penfions  therefore  exceeded  the  civil  lift  above 
42,000/.:  that  not  only  fince  the  houfe  in  1757  had  voted  the  encreafe  of 
penfions  alarming,  had  they  been  yekrly  encreafed;  but  that  in  the  time  of 
a moft  expenfive  war,  and  when  the  country  had  willingly  and  chearfully 
increafed  a very  confiderable  national  debt;  and  when  the  additional  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  from  the  levying  of  new  regiments  might  well  have  fub- 
ftituted  the  neceffity  of  new  penfionary  gratifications.  He  then  drew  a 
piteous  portrait  of  the  country;  not  one  third  peopled;  two  thirds  of  the 
people  unemployed,  confequently  indolent,  'wretched  and  difcontented; 

" or  ftrong  water  licences,  or  of  the  additional  duties  granted  or  to  be  granted  in  this  kingdom,  for 
“ any  limited  term,  be  paid  or  applied  to  any  penfion  or  annuity  granted  or  to  be  granted  out  of, 
or  which  may  any  ways  charge  or  effedt  the  faid  revenue  of  excife,  cuftoms,  poundage,  hearth 
“ money,  quit  rents,  ale  licences,  wine,  and  ftrong  water  licences,  and  additional  duties,  or  any  of 
“ the  faid  revenues,  till  it  diall  firft  be  determined  by  a court  of  juftice  of  competent  jurifdidtion, 
“ that  the  crown  may  grant  annuities  or  penfions  out  of  the  faid  revenues  j and  that  his  majefly 
" may  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  his  royal  orders  to  the  officers  of  the  treafury,  that  no  penfions  be 
“ paid  out  of  the  faid  revenues,  in  any  other  manner  tlian  the  judgment  or  decree  of  a court  of  compe- 
“ tent  jurifdidtion  fliall  determine  to  be  juft,  and  agreeable  tp  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  j and  that  his 
“ majefly  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  his  majefty’s  fervants  of  the  law  in  this  kingdom,  to  make 
“ that  defence  that  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  fliall  warrant,  to  every  fuit  that  fliall  be  commenced 
“ or  carried  on  by  any  penfioncr  or  annuitant,  claiming  any  part  of  the  faid  revenues,  till  it  fliall  be 
“ judicially  determined  in  the  mofl:  folemn  manner,  and  by  the  dernier  refort,  that  the  crown  may 
" grant  penfions  or  annuities  out  of  the  faid  revenues.  That  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons  never- 
tlielefs  do  by  no  means  intend,  that  the  crown  fliall  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  rewarding  merit 
“ or  conferring  thofe  bounties  on  proper  occafions,  that  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  may 
require ; but  that  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons,  on  the  contrary,  will  be  ready  to  provide  a 
“■  revenue  Inch  as  the  condition  and  circumftances  of  this  kingdom  fliall  admit  of,  to  enable  the 
“ crown  to  reward  merit,  and  on  proper  occafions  to  confer  thofe  bounties  that  may  be  fuitable 
“ to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  if  it  fliall  be  determined,  t.'iat  the  prefeiit  revenues  of 
“ the  crown,  tliat  have  been  given  for  public  ufes,  ought  not  to  be  applied  to  penfions.  Provided 
” thofe  revenues  be  referved  and  applied  to  the  fupport  of  his  majefty’s  government  in  this  king- 
“ dom  only.” 

* 1 Cald.  Deb.  p.  213,  14,  15. 
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neither  foreign  trade,  nor  home  confumption  fufficient  to  diftribute  the  con- 
veniences of  life  among  them  ■with  reafonable  equality,  or  to  pay  any  tax 
proportionable  to  their  number;  what  new  mode  of  taxation  could  be  de- 
vifed?  Would  they  tax  leather,  where  no  flioes  were  worn,  or  tallow  where  no 
candles  M’ere  burned?  They  could  not  tax  the  roots  of  the  earth  and  the 
water  on  which  the  wretched  peafantry  exifted;  they  could  tax  no  commo- 
dity, that  would  not  defeat  itfelf,  by  working  a prohibition.  He  then  en- 
tered into  the  legal  and  conftitutional  rights  of  the  crown  over  the  public 
revenue,  and  ftrongly  refifted  the  affumed  right  of  charging  the  public  reve- 
nue with  private  penfions.  The  crown,  he  contended,  had  a public  and 
private  revenue;  the  public  it  received  as  a truftee  for  the  public;  the  private 
it  received  in  its  own  right;  the  former  arofe  out  of  temporary  duties  and 
was  appropriated  by  parliament  to  fpecific  public  purpofes,  and  was  not 
left  to  the  difcretionary  difpofal  of  the  crown.  The  latter  did  not  in  Ire- 
land exceed  7000/.  per  ann.  and  the  penfions  amounting  to  72000/.  exceed 
the  fund,  Avhich  could  alone  be  charged  with  them  by  65000/.  per  ann. 

The  court  party  ftrenuoufly  refifted  thefe  arguments,  as  an  unconftitutional 
and  indecent  attack  upon  the  prerogative;  infifting  that  the  regal  dignity 
ftiould  be  fupported  by  a power  to  reward  as  well  as  to  punifli ; that  the  king 
was  not  to  hold  a fword  in  one  hand  and  a barren  fceptre  in  the  ather;  that 
the  two  great  fprings  of  all  aftions  were  hope  and  fear ; and  where  fear  only 
operated,  love  could  have  no  place;  that  a people  ftimulated  only  by  fear, 
hoAvever  free,  and  whatever  advantages  of  government  they  might  boaft,  Avere 
in  a Avorfe  ftate,  than  the  fubjefts  of  a defpotic  prince.  In  a Avord,  that  an 
enquiry  into  the  legality  of  thefe  grants  Avould  reftrain  the  king’s  poAver  of 
doing  good.  What  the  opinion  of  the  government  Avas  upon  the  queftion, 
Avas  very  explicitly  fet  forth  by  the  regular  law-ofticer  of  the  croAvn,  Mr. 
Philip  Tifdal,  the  attorney-general;  he  Avas  of  opinion,  that  the  king  had 
an  indefinite  and  uncontrolled  right  to  charge  the  money  brought  into  the 
treafury  Avith  penfions  arifing  from  the  Avoi  ds  of  the  preamble  of  the  ftatutes, 
by  Avhich  the  feveral  duties  Avere  laid:  and  that  the  croAvn  had  this  poAver 
with  refpedt  to  duties  raifed  by  the  very  ftatutes,  that  declare  them  not  charge- 
able Avith  penfions ; for  that  the  barring  claufes  Avith  refpedt  to  the  hearth 
money  and  ale  licenfes  could  affe6l  them  only  before  they  Avere  brought 
into  the  treafury,  and  that  the  moment  they  became  part  of  the  aggregate 

fund, 
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fund,  they  were  indifcriminately  a fupply  for  the  exigencies  of  government 
and  its  fupport. 

On  another  *day,  when  a motion  in  the  houfe  was  carried  for  taking  into 
confideration  the  hate  of  the  penfions,  ]\Ir.  R.  Fitzgerald  took  occafion  to 
Rate  to  the  houfe,  -what  was  not  contradidted  by  thofe,  whofe  duty  as  well 
as  difpofition  it  was  to  corredt  any  falfe  ftatement,  upon  matters  of  fo  much 
importance  and  notoriety.  It  lamentably  proves,  that  the  poverty  and  de- 
pendance  of  Ireland  were  Aviflied  to  be  continued  by  thofe,  Avho  then  go- 
verned her.  Inftead  of  30  regiments  upon  the  eRablifliment,  there  then  were 
42,  Avdth  the  fame  number  of  men,  viz.  12,000:  this  augmentation  of  12  re- 
giments, befides  a large  addition  of  court  influence,  created  an  additional 
expenditure  of  15,0001.  per  annum,  fo  that  the  military  eRablifliment  then 
amounted  to  100,0001.  per  annum,  more  than  in  the  height  of  the  war,  be- 
fides military  contingencies  and  barracks,  Avhich  amounted  to  a very  confi- 
derable  fum  : that  in  fadt  the  military  and  civil  eftablifliment  with  the  pen- 
fions  would  only  leave  300001.  out  of  the  Avhole  revenue  of  the  country  ; 
which  fum  Avould  be  more  than  fwallowed  up  by  the  artillery  and  laboratory^ 
an  amphibious  inftitution,  that  might  be  carried  on  Avithout  control : that 
the  Raff  of  general  oRicers  in  Ireland  amounted  to  22,000l,  per  annum, 
though  in  England  it  did  not  exceed  11,0001.  and  notwithRanding,  there 
Avere  feldom  general  oRicers  fuRicient  in  Dublin  to  form  a board. 

The  patriots  had  fo  managed  the  enquiry  into  the  penfions,  that  they  had 
on  the  gth  of  the  month  brought  the  houfe  to  agree,  that  the  penfions  on  the 
civil  eRablifinnent  Avere  an  intolerable  grievance:  on  the  fame  day  they 
palfed  an  unanimous  refolution,  that  on  the  Tuefday  folloAving,  they  fliould 
take  that  grievance  into  confideration,  Avhich  they  deferred  to  the  next  day, 
Avhen  a moR  A'iolent  and  angry  debate  enfued,  upon  the  attorney  general’s 
moving,  that  the  queftion  fiiould  be  adjourned  to  the  iR  of  July  next:  the 
divifion  for  putting  off  the  enquiry  Avas  12f),  agaiiiR  it  78. f 

The 


* 12  Nov.  1763.  1 Cald.  Deb.  p.  308. 

t 8 Com.  Journ.  p.  227.  In  this  debate  Mr.  Pery,  member  for  Limerick,  fpoke  thus  ; 1 Cald. 
p.  324.  “ I am  forry  to  fay  that,  notwithftanding  thefe  refolutions,  I have  but  too  much  reafon 

to  believe  the  fitting  of  fuch  a committee  was  never  intended  j and  I think  it  my  duty  to  commu- 
nicate fuch  reafon  of  my  belief  to  the  Houfe.  As  I Avas  coming  lafl;  Monday  from  the  four  courts, 
in  my  chair,  I was  flopped  by  a particular  friend,  a gentleman  of  great  worth  and  confequence. 
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The  tenacity  and  perfeverance,  with  which  the  patriots  purfued  this  abufe 
of  penfions  extremely  annoyed  tlie  court  party  : they  could  not  have  taken 
more  popular  ground.  A penfion  of  lOOOl.  had  been  granted  to  Mr.  Do 
Verois,  the  Sardinian  ambalfador  (in  the  name  of  George  Charles),  for  hav- 
ing negociated  the  peace,  M’hich  had  been  lately  concluded  with  the  miniher 
of  Fi  ance.  On  this  ground  Mr.  Pery  moved  the  houl'e,  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs*  fliould  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  ftrongly  expreffive  of  the  impro- 
priety 

who  afked  me,  whether  I intended  to  go  that  day  td  tire  Houfe.  I anfwered,  that  I did  not,  as  I 
kne%v  of  nothing  that  made  my  attendance  neceffary  j and  that,  as  I had  been  much  fatigued  by 
bufinefs  of  the  Houfe,  and  by  the  courts,  I intended  to  make  that  a day  of  reft.”  He  replied. 
You  may  not  only  take  your  reft  this  day,  but  every  other  day  of  the  feflions,  for  things  are  now 
fixed  fo  as  to  admit  of  no  alteration  j no  enquiry  will  be  made  into  the  flate  of  the  penfions, 
" nor  any  thing  elfe  done,  but  what  has  been  agreed  upon  with  thofe,  who  are  to  take  the  lead.” 
To  this  I anfwered  with  great  furprize,  that  I could  fcarce  think  what  he  told  me  was  poflible  : that 
the  Houfe  had  been  unanimous  for  examination,  and  had  aftually  appointed  a committee  for  that 
pui'pofe,  but  a few  days  ago  ; that  the  public  expefted  it,  and  to  difappoint  them  in  an  expedlation 
fo  reafonable,  and  on  an  occafion  fo  important,  would  be  wholly  iriconfiftent  with  the  dignity,  as 
well  as  the  duty  of  the  Houfe,  as  the  members  would  then  appear  to  be  nothing  more  than  ftate 
puppets,  with  wires  in  their  nofes  j by  which  they  were  turned  firft  one  way,  and  then  another,  juft 
as  thofe,  who  had  the  management  of  them  thought  fit.” 

Mr.  Pery  was  interrupted  by  the  attorney  general,  who  addrefled  himfelf  in  a very  angry  ftrain  to 
the  Houfe.  I hope  every  gentleman  in  this  Houfe  feels  a proper  difdain  at  being  reprefented  as  a 
puppet,  moved  by  didlates  of  another’s  will,  and  fufticient  fpirit  to  Ihew,  by  his  conduft,  that  he 
a6ts  upon  principles  of  freedom  and  independence,  by  the  determination  of  his  own  judgment.  As 
to  the  enquiry  in  queftion,  I fliall,  for  my  own  part,  oppofe  it  from  a full  convidtion,  that  it  is  un- 
neceflary  ; what  could  we  hope  more  from  this  enquiry,  than  an  affurance  from  his  majefty,  that  he 
has  confidered  the  grievance,  and  will  redrefs  it?  And  this  aflurance  he  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  give  us  already.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  this  affurance  has  not  come  before  the  Houfe,  with  the 
folemnity  of  a formal  melfage  ; but  gentlemen  feem  to  forget  that  his  majefty  could  not  communi- 
cate it  in  that  manner,  confiftent  with  his  chara6ter  and  dignity.  The  intimation  to  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant is  a favour,  and,  if  his  majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  wave  his  prerogative  in  our  behalf,  are 
we  to  expedt,  that  he  fliould  do  it  in  a way,  that  would  imply  a confeioufnefs  of  his  having  abufed 
it  ? Plis  majefty  has,  in  this  inftance,  treated  us  with  condefeenfion  and  kindnefs,  of  which,  I may 
venture  to  fay,  we  have  no  precedent  j and  lhall  we  return  it  with  remonftrance  and  complaints  ? 
Shall  we  refufe  a favour  from  our  gracious  prince,  merely  becaufe  it  is  not  offered  in  a manner  that 
would  degrade  himfelf?” 

f 7 Com.  Journ.  p.  239.  24  Nov.  1763.  A motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion  being  put,  that 

an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  to  alfure  his  majefty  of  the  inviolable  attachment  to 
his  royal  perfon  and  family  } that  we  have  the  firmeft  reliance  on  his  majefty’s  wifdom,  juftice, 

and 
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priety  and  mifcblef  of  fucli  grants,  which  produced  a ftill  more  impaffioned 
debate  than  the  former;  the  addrefs  was  negatived  by  124  againft  58.  The 
prevailing  argument  on  the  court  fide  was  ufed  by  Mr.  Gore,  the  folicitor 
general.  “ The  voice,”  faid  he,  “ of  the  majority,  is  the  voice  of  the  nation, 
“ and  in  that  once  given  we  ought  to  acquiefce.  Give  me  leave.  Sir,  to 
add,  that  the  majority,  by  which  the  late  queftion  has  been  determined, 
“ coiififts  of  gentlemen  of  rank  and  abilities ; gentlemen,  who  have  great 
“ property  to  fecure,  and  great  chara6ters  to  maintain  ; and  I think  there 
“ never  fate  in  any  national  alfembly  of  any  age,  or  any  country,  perfons, 
“ who  had  more  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  people  at  heart,  or  knew 
“ better  how  they  were  to  be  maintained.”  The  prominent  zeal  of  IMr. 
Gore  in  fupporting  the  court  party  was  foon  rewarded;  he  was  raifed  over 
the  head  of  Mr.  Tifdall,  the  attorney  general,  to  the  head  of  the  King’s 
Bench,  and  was  foon  after  created  Lord  Annaly.  With  unrelenting  per- 
feverance  the  patriots  followed  up  this  popular  ground  of  oppofition.  On 
the  13th  of  December  Mr.  Pery  again  came  forward,  and  although  he  had 
been  very  unfortunate  in  the  propofals,  that  he  had  made  Math  a view  to 
the  public  advantage,  yet,  faid  he,  it  M^as  his  duty  to  perfevere;  let  the  cur- 
rent therefore  run  ever  fo  firongly  againft  him,  he  M^as  determined  to  llrive 
againft  it  to  the  laft;  and  though  he  might  not  be  able  to  ftoj),  or  turn  its 

and  tender  regard  for  his  fubje6ts  of  this  kingdom  j but  that  we  fliould  fail  in  our  duty  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  defert  the  truft  repofed  in  us  by  thofe  we  reprefent,  fliould  we  longer  defer  laying  before 
his  majefty  the  real  ftate  of  this  kingdom,  wlxich  we  haye  fome  reafon  to  fear  may  not  yet  have  been 
fully  prefented  to  his  majefty’s  view.  That  we  prefume  to  do  fo  from  a firm  perfuafion,  that  his 
majefly  will  not  believe,  that  we  are  prompted  to  it  by  the  fpirit  of  faftion,  but  impelled  by  the  ne- 
cellities  of  the  kingdom;  and  that  we  have  nothing  in  view  but  his  majefty’s  honour  and  profperity 
of  our  country.  That  during  the  late  fuccefsful  war  we  exerted  our  utmoft  efforts  for  the  fupport  of 
his  majefty’s  government,  and  to  raife  fuch  fupplies  as  his  majefty  thought  neceflary  for  his  fervice, 
though  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  we  could  even  provide  for  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the 
fums  we  were  obliged  to  borrow  for  that  purpofe.  But  at  the  fame  time  we  could  not  without  the 
utmoft  concern  obferve,  though  we  lamented  it  in  filcnce,  the  great  continual  encreafe  penfions, 
and  that  a confiderable  part  of  the  fums,  which  were  deftined  for  public  ufes,  were  diverted  to  pri- 
vate purpofes.  That  this  is  one  great  caufe  of  the  heavy  debt,  which  opprefles  the  kingdom,  and 
which  we  can  fcarce  ever  hope  to  difeharge,  deprived  as  we  are  of  thofe  refources  from  trade,  with 
which  the  other  parts  of  his  majefty’s  domains  are  bleffed.  That  any  confiderable  addition  to  this 
burthen  muft  depopulate  this  kingdom,  already  much  exhaufted  of  its  inhabitants.  That  we  pre- 
fume with  all  humility  to  lay  thefe  our  circumftances  before  his  majefty,  not  doubting,  that  they 
will  excite  in  his  royal  breaft  thofe  fentiments,  which  are  fo  natural  to  his  princely  difpofition. 
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courfe,  Ills  refiflance  to  it  Avoukl  at  leaft  prevent  his  being  carried  away  before- 
it.*  He  accordingly  moved,  though  with  his  ufual  want  of  fuccefs,  that  an. 

humble 


* Mr.  Pery’s  introdudlion  to  his  motion  is  fo  illuftrative  of  the  hiftory  of  his  country  at  this  cri- 
tical period,  that  the  reader  will  thank  me  for  fubjoining  it.  2 Cald.  p.  578.  “ I have  greater  rea-- 

“ fon  to  hope  for  fuccefs  in  my  prefent  propofal,  than  in  any  that  I have  yet  made,  for  it  is  a propo- 
“ fal  to  do  what  his  majefty  has,  in  the  moft  gracious  and  emphatical  manner,  recommended  to  be 
“ done  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  practice  of  ceconomy,  and  the  reduction  of  our  debt.” 
The  words  of  the  fpeech  are  thefe,  “ Tlie  fituation  of  public  affairs  will  permit  a very  confiderablc 
diminution  of  the  public  expence,  and  I am  only  to  thank  you  for  your  paft  efforts,  without 
“ again  having  recourfe  to  the  experienced  liberality  of  parliament,  I have  nothing  to  alk  but  a- 
“ continuance  of  the  fupplies,  for  the  fupport  of  the  ordinary  eftablifhment,  whichj  it  is  hoped, 
” will  not  exceed  the  produce  of  the  ordinary  revenue,  and  I recommend  to  you  a proper  attention 
to  the  redudtion  of  the  public  debt.”  I am  forry  thei'e  fliould  be  any  occafion  to  enforce  an 
addrefs,  with  which  it  is  fo  manifetlly  both  our  intereft  and  duty  to  comply,  yet  certain  it  is,  that 
we  have  fo  far  neglected  it,  that  a condudt  direftly  oppofite  to  that  here  recommended  has  already 
brought  us  to  the  verge  of  ruin,  and,  if  continued,  w’ill  plunge  us  to  the  bottom.  That  I may  not' 
appear  to  create  evils,  which  I do  not  find,  I fliall  reprefent  the  prefent  fituation  of  this  country  by 
a feries  of  fafts,  too  notorious  not  to  be  believed,  and  too  formidable  not  to  be  feared;  by  which  it 
will  appear,  that  we  have  tamely  and  filently  acquiefeed  in  the  violation  of  thefe  affurances,  and< 
totally  neglected  this  advice.  We  have  been  fo  far  from  being  relieved  from  the  burthen  of  taxes, 
which,  when  they  were  indifpenfibly  neceffary,  we  were  little  able  to  bear,  that  an  unexpected' 
requifition  of  fupplies  has  been  made  with  a long  train  of  penfions,  which  exceed  the  expence  of  all 
otlier  branches  of  the  civil  eflablifhment,  by  above  forty-two  thoufand  pounds.  The  number  of' 
military  officers  is  encreafed,  not  only  far  beyond  w'hat  it  has  ever  been  in  time  of  peace,  but  even 
beyond  what  it  has  ever  been  during  the  moft  dangerous  war.  We  have  two  more  regiments  of- 
dragoons,  and  four  regiments  of  foot,  more  than  ever ; befides  four  old  regiments  of  horfe ; the 
expence  of  general  officers  is  encreafed  no  lefs  than  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  a year,  though  there 
were  not  a fufficient  number  of  them  in  this  kingdom,  to  attend  the  laft  reduction  of  forces  ; the 
expence  of  the  ordnance  is,  in  tw'o  years,  fwelled  from  ten  thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds,  to  above 
forty-fiVe  thoufand  pounds,  though  the  whole  artillery  of  the  kingdom  is  not  equal  to  the  ordnance 
of  a frigate  of  tlfirty  guns,  and  every  other  branch  of  the  civil  and  military  eftablifliment  is  encreafed 
nearly  in  the  fame  proportion,  fo  that  the  expence  of  the  nation  for  thefe  two  years  appears,  by  the 
moft  exact  calculation,  to  exceed  its  whole  revenue  more  than  three  hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand 
pounds,  which  deficiency  being  added  to  the  national  debt,  'we  muft  at  the  next  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment owe  more  Uian  one  million.  It  appears  alfo  by  calculation,  that  the  prefent  eftablifliments  in 
time  of  peace  exceed  the  eftablifliments  during  the  laft  war  more  than  ninety-feven  thoufand  pounds. 
Let  us  now,  fir,  paufe  a moment,  and  confider  what  we  have  been  doing ; and  how  w-e  have 
availed  ourfelves  of  a fituation  of  affairs,  wdiich  admits  a confiderable  diminution  of  the  public  ex- 
pence ; how  we  have  fulfilled  his  majefty’s  gracious  admonition  to  attend  to  the  reduction  of  our 
public  debt  ? We  have  granted  all  the  fupplies,  that  have  been  demanded  for  the'  fupport  of  thefe 

eftablifli- 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


363 

humble  addrefs  diould  be  prefented  to  his  majefty  on  the  Rate  of  tl^e  nation, 
and  refpedting  the  encreafed  expence  of  the  civil  and  military  eftablifliments ; 
and  as  that  addrefs  contains  an  authentic  ftatement  of  the  real  fituation  of 
Ireland  at  that  time,  it  follows  in  the  very  words  of  the  motion;  “ *I  move 
“ that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  to  acknowledge  with 
“ the  utmoft  gratitude  his  majefty’s  moll  gracious  acceptance  of  our  pall 
fervices.  To  alTure  his  majefty  of  our  firm  refolution  to  purfue  fuch 
“ meafures,  as  lliall  tend  moft  to  promote  the  real  intereft  and  honour  of 
“ the  crown.  To  exprefs  the  general  fatisfadlion  and  joy,  with  which  his 
“ majefty’s  moft  gracious  declaration,  communicated  by  his  excellency  the 
“ lord  lieutenant  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion 
“ was  received,  viz.  “ That  by  the  conclufion  of  a general  peace  \ve  vTi  e at 
“ leno’th  relieved  from  thofe  burthens,  which  were  unavoidable  diirino;  a 
“ war.  That  the  fituation  of  public  aftairs  would  permit  a very  confiderable 
“ diminution  of  public  expence,  that  nothing  was  to  be  allved,  but  the 
“ continuance  of  fupplies  for  the  fupport  of  the  ordinary  eftablilhments, 
“ and  that  his  majefty  thanked  us  for  our  pall  efforts,  without  again  having 
“ recourfe  .to  the  experienced  liberality  of  parliament.” — That  from  thefe 
‘‘  alfurances,  we  drew  the  moft  flattering-  expectations  of  reducing  the  nati- 
onal  debt,  and  relieving  the  impoveriflied  people  from  the  burthen  of 
“ thofe  taxes  they  were  fo  little  able  to  bear : but  that  thefe  pleafing  hopes 
“ were  foon  blafted  by  the  unexpedted  requifition  of  fupplies,  to  fupport 
a civil  eftablilliment,  loaded  with  a long  train  of  penfions,  the  amount  of 

ertablifliments,  however  uRfukablc  to  tlie  drcumftances  of  the  kingdom,  however  unfupportable  to 
the  people,  however  contrary  to  the  declarations  from  the  throne,  however  incompatible  with  an 
attention  gracioufly  recommended  from  it.  Let  our  zeal  and  affedtion  for  his  majefty  be  our  apo- 
logy, and  an  unlimited  confidence  in  his  goodnefs  be  our  praife  ; but  let  us  at  leaft  apprize  him  of 
the  facrifice  we  have  made  ; let  us  with  all  humility  reprefent  the  danger  we  have  incurred  j let  us 
fblicU  his  protedfion,  and  though  we  have  given  up  our  all,  and  even  more  than  our  all,  he  will 
not  keep  it  to  our  deftrudlion.  We  have  read  of  a prince,  who,  when  he  was  fainting  with  thirfl. 
and  water  was  brought  him  at  the  rilk  of  life,  refufed  to  drink  it,  “ God  forbid  (faid  he)  that  I 
fhould  drink  the  blood  of  thefe  men  can  we  then  imagine  that  our  gracious  fovereign  will  drink  the 
blood  of  this  nation,  that  he  will  ufe  his  power,  which  he  has  derived  from  the  ardour  of  our  affec- 
tion to  our  ruin  ? Our  duty  both  to  him,  and  ourfelves,  requires  that  we  fhould  at  leaft  apprize  him 
of  what  we  have  done,  that  we  may  not  be  left  toperifti,  merely  becaufe  our  danger  was  not  known, 
nor  fuffer  by  a facrifice,  of  which  the  value  to  us  is  infinite,  but  to  him,  who  receives  it  nothing,  for 
.ultimately  his  glory  and  profperity  is  ours. 

* 7 Com.  Journ.  p.  255. 
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“ ■which,  exclufu'e  of  the  French  and  military,  exceeded  the  expence  of  all 
“ the  other  branches  of  the  civil  eftablilhment,  in  the  fum  of  42,627/.  19-y.  Id. 
“ many  of  which  were  publicly  bought  and  fold  in  the  market.  That  the 
“ number  of  officers  upon  the  military  eftablifliment  is  encreafed,  not  only 
“ far  beyond  vliat  it  ever  was  in  time  of  peace,  but  even  beyond  what  it 
was  in  the  time  of  the  moft  dangerous  war,  and  would,  under  any  reign 
“ but  that  of  his  majefty,  raifejuft  apprehenfions  for  the  conftitution,  not 
“ only  of  this  kingdom,  but  that  of  Great  Britain.  That  inftead  of  fix 
“ regiments  of  dragoons  and  twenty-fix  of  foot,  (the  moll  ever  before  feen 
“ in  this  kingdom)  there  are  eight  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  thirty  of 
foot,  befides  the  four  old  regiments  of  horfe.  That  the  expence  of  gene- 
“ ral  officers  is  raifed  from  30,000/.  in  two  years  to  45,000/.,  though  there 
“ was  not  fufficient  number  of  them  in  the  kingdom  to  attend  the  laft  reduc- 
“ tion  of  the  forces.  That  the  expence  of  the  ordnance  is  fwelled  from 
“ 10,6oo/.  in  two  years  to  45,070/.  independent  of  its  extraordinary  charges, 
“ which  are  very  conliderable,  though  the  whole  artillery  of  this  kingdom 
“ is  not  equal  to  the  ordnance  of  one  of  his  inajeRy’s  Ihips  of  thirty  guns. 
“ That  every  branch  of  the  military  and  civil  eftabliffiment  is  advanced 
“ nearly  in  the  fame  proportion.  That  from  principles  of  duty  and  affec- 
“ tion  to  his  majefty,  we  granted  the  fupplies  which  were  demanded  from  us  in 
“ his  majefty ’s  name,  for  the  fupport  of  thefe  feveral  eftabliftiments,  however 
“ infupportable  to  the  people.  But  though  the  warmth  of  our  zeal  and  affe6lion 
“ for  his  majefty  induced  us  thus  liberally  to  grant  thofe  fupplies,  our  duty 
“ to  him  and  thofe  we  reprefent  will  not  permit  us  to  conceal  from  his  ma- 
“ jefty  or  the  public  the  real  ftate  and  condition  of  this  kingdom,  which  we 
“ lhall  lay  before  his  majefty  with  all  humility,  and  call  ourfelves  at  his  majef- 
“ ty’s  feet,  to  implore  his  royal  protedlion  againft  his  minifters.  That  the  ex- 
“ pence  of  the  prefent  military  eftablifliment  amounts  in  two  years  to  the 
“ fum  of  980,955/.  19^.  The  civil  eftablifliment  to  242,956/.  1O5.  gd.;  to 
“ which  inuft  be  added  at  the  moft  moderate  computation  300,000/.  for  ex- 
“ traordinary  and  contingent  expences  of  government.  That  thefe  fums 
“ added  together  amount  to  the  fum  of  1,523,312/.  9ir.  gd.  That  to  aiifwer 
“ this  expence,  the  whole  revenue  of  this  kingdom,  the  additional  as  well 
“ as  hereditary  duties,  exclufive  of  the  loan  duties,  ivhich  are  but  barely  fuf- 
“ ficient  to  pay  the  intereft  of  650,000/.  the  prefent  national  debt,  amount 
“ to  the  fum  of  1,209,864/.  at  a medium  for  fourteen  years  j fo  that  the  ex- 
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“ pence  of  the  nation  for  thefe  two  laft  years,  muft  exceed  its  whole  revenue 
in  a fum  of  314,248/.  9.9.  Qd.  which  deficiency  being  added  to  the  national 
^ debt,  mufl;  leave  this  kingdom  at  the  next  meeting  of  parliament  near 
“ 1 ,000,000/.  in  debt.  That  the  highefi:  eftablifiiment  we  ever  had  in  time 
“ of  peace  in  this  kingdom,  were  thofe  in  the  two  years  ending  in  March 
“ 1755,  and  yet  the  prefent  efiablilhment  exceeds  them  in  the  fum  of 
“ 283,028/,  9.S.  Qcl  That  during  the  late  expenfive  war,  the  eftablifiiments 
“ amounted  at  a medium,  only  to  the  fum  of  l,l23,7go/.  for  two  years,  fo 
“ that  the  prefent  eftablifiiments  in  a time  of  peace,  exceed  the  eftablifii- 
“ ments  in  the  laft  war  in  the  fum  of  97, 522/.  Qs.  9^/.  That  we  have  already 
“ contracted  a new  debt  of  100,000/.  though  we  expeCted  to  have  difeharged 
“ part  of  the  old.  That  the  imports,  exports,  and  home  confumption  of 
“ this  kingdom  are  already  taxed  to  the  utmoft  they  can  bear.  That  any 
“ addition  to  thefe  taxes,  inftead  of  encreafing,  muft  lefien  the  revenue. 
“ That  nothing  now  remains  to  be  taxed  but  our  lands,  which  are  already 
“ loaded  with  quit-rents,  crown  rents,  compofition  rents,  and  hearth-money. 
“ Tliat  if  the  prefent  eftablifiiments  are  to  continue,  the  debt  of  the  nation 
“ muft  conftantly  increafe,  and  in  the  end  prove  the  utter  ruin  of  the  king- 
“ dom.  That  fuch  is  the  true,  but  melancholy  ftate  of  this  country,  which 
“ nothing  but  his  majefty’s  moil  gracious  declarations,  fignified  to  us  by  his 
“ excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  could  have  given  us  confidence  to  have 
“ laid  before  him,  and  Avhich  we  do,  that  his  niajefty  may  judge  how  far  his 
“ moft  benevolent  intentions  have  been  purfued.  That  we  prefume  not  to 
“ point  out  any  particular  method  ofredrefs,  fully  perfuaded  as  we  are,  that 
“ when  his  majefty  fiiall  have  been  thus  fully  informed  of  our  real  circum- 
“ fiances,  his  wifdom,  hisjuftice,  his  humanity,  will  not  permit  the  utter  ruin 
“ of  a dutiful,  a loyal,  an  affectionate  people.” 

In  tracing,  combining,  and  reflecting  upon  the  events,  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  hiftorian  to  retail  in  their  order  and  fucceftion,  it  is  often  imprac- 
ticable to  deduce  particular  effeCts  from  their  real  caufes.  The  great  mafs 
of  the  people  in  Ireland,  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  by  their  exemplary 
forbearance  and  unfullied  loyalty  fince  the  revolution,  had  not  only  borne  up 
againft  the  fevereft  perfecution,  but  defeated  the  keeneft  provocation,  were 
thereby  fecured  in  the  affeClions  and  confidence  of  all  impartial  and  unpre- 
judiced Proteftants;  and  the  eminently  paternal  indulgencies  of  our  gracious 
fovereign  to  that  body  forbid  us  to  harbour  a doubt,  vdiether  his  Irifh 
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Catholic  fubjects  did  not  ever  poffefs  an  extraordinary  fliare  of  his  royal 
tenderncfs  and  adedtion.  But  there  then  was,  and  it  is  feared,  Rill  is  in 
Ireland,  a certain  defcriptioii'of  perfons,  (it  would  be  little  flattering  to  the 
eftabliflied  church, to  admit  them  in  any  manner  into  their  Pale,  by  calling 
them  P rotcjlants)  whofe  innate  acrimony  and  vindi6tive  cruelty,  hold  the 
place  of  Juimanity,  fympathy,  and  Chriftian  charity : who  profelFed  them- 
felves  .at  all  times  enemies  by  principle,  and  perfecutors  by  difpofltion  of 
tlieir  Catholic  countrymen;  thefe  were  ready  inftruments  in  the  hands  of 
the  ambitious  prelate,  to  whofe  intrigues  Lord  Clare  attributed  all  the  party 
heats  and  animoflties,  that  fo  long  diflurbed  and  degraded  their  parliamen- 
tary proceedings.  As  long  as  Primate  Stone  lived,*  he  purfued  the  Machia- 
velian  policy  of  keeping  the  Irilh  a . di  vided  people,  and  by  that  wicked  fyftem 
of  fupporting  the  Englijh  interejl  by  reducing  each  party  beneath  the  court 
party;  to  encreafe  M'hich  he  fet  ceconomy,  delicacy,  andjuftice  at  defiance. 
To  the  prevalence  therefore  of  his  influence,  is  to  be  attributed  the  failure  of 
the  fliTt  modeft  effort  in  favor  of  the  Catholics,  during  the  prefent  reign. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1763,  IMr.  Mafon  rofe  in  his  place  and  reminded 
the  houfe,  that  in.the  .hift  leflion  of  parliament, y a bill  had  pafled  without  a 

•diviflon 


He  died  the  igth  of  December,  1/64. 

t One  laments  that  the  journals  of  parlianient  arc  to  be  fo  little  relied  on,  when  matter  relating  to 
the  Catholics  is  the  fubjedt  of  entry.  My  former  remarks  on  that  fubjedl  are  confirmed,  but  not 
explained  by  this  unaccountable  omilfion  to  notice  the  palling  of  that  bill,  upon  a divifion  in  the 
laft  feliion,  or  of  Mr.  Mafon’s  notice  to  bring  in  fimilar  heads  of  a bill  for  the  fame  purpofe  on  a 
future  day.  In  this  particular,  it  is  wholly  improbable,  that  Sir  James  Caldwell  fiiould  not  be 
accurate  in  his  report  of  this  matter  (2  vol.  p.  5 ll)  as  he  had  entered  fo  deeply  into  the  queftion, 
as  to  have  publifhed  a pamphlet  of  great  acrimony  againft  it,  entituled  A brief  Examination  of  the 
Qiuflion,  uhether  it  is  expedient  cither  in  a Religious  or  Political  Viexo  to  pafs  an  Adi  to  enable 
Papijls  fo  take  real  Security  for  3Ionry  which  they  may  lend.  So  anxious  was  this  knight  for  the 
fuccefs  of  his  pamphlet  in  prejudicing  the  miiKls  of  the  public  againft  the  heads  of  the  bill,  that  he 
publiflied  it  only  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  Saturday  preceding  the  Monday,  on  which 
the  heads  of  the  bill  were  appointed  to  be  taken  into  confideration : too  late  certainly  for  a queftion 
of  that  importance  to  the  nation  to  be  fairly  replied  to,  had  it  been  the  willi  of  tire  author  to  have 
the  queftion  impartially  canvaft’ed.  The  pamphlet  was  a hafty  and  virulent  compilation  of  all  the 
calumnies,  that  had  been  thrown  upon  the  Catholics,  fince  Proteftants  exiftedj  with  a moft  bare- 
faced invention  of  his  own,  that  the  pope’s  legate,  who  always  refides  in  Ireland,  had  interdidled 
feven  Roman  Catholic  bilhops,  for  having,  when  the  infurredions  of  the  White  Boys  were  at  the 
higheft,  ordered  his  majefty  to  be  prayed  for  in  all  the  Roman  Catholic  chapels  of  their  diocefes, 
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divifion  for  empowering  Papifts  to  lend  money  on  the  mortgages  of  real 
eftates,  that  it  had  been  loft  in  England,  for  what  reafon  he  knew  not,  as  he 
thought  the  paffing  of  it  would  hav'e  been  of  great  advantage  to  that  king- 
dom. He  contended  that  at  prefent,  Papifts  could  take  only  perfonal  fecu- 
rity  for  money  they  lend,  which  was  certainly  a great  hardlhip  upon  Ahem, 
and,  he  diould  endeavour  to  Ihew  that  it  was  alfo  a great  difadvantage  to  the 
public.  As  the  public  was  nothing  more  than  an  aggregate  of  individuals, 
the  fuffering  of  an  individual,  is  a difadvantage  to  the  public  in  the  propor- 
tion, which  that  individual  bears  to  the  whole,  fuppofmg  the  fuffering  of  the 
individual  to  terminate  entirely  in  himfelf;  now  Papiffs  making  one  part, 

and  that  thefe  feven  bifliops  had  fent  in  a paper  to  the  lord  lieutenant  to  complain  of  this  legatine 
interdict,  and  that  they  afterwards  entreated  the  lord  lieutenant  to  return  their  paper,  which  his 
excellency  refufed.  There  had  been  no  pope’s  legate  or  any  perfon  veiled  with  legatine  authority 
in  Ireland  for  above  a century  : and  it  is  matter  of  notoriety,  that  the  king  was  prayed  for  in  every 
Eoman  Catliolic  chapel  throughout  Ireland : nor  did  one  of  the  whole  body  of  Catholic  bidiops 
refute  to  concur  with  the  reft  in  enjoining  this  duty  to  their  flocks;  nor  was  any  fuch  paper  pre- 
fented  to  Lord  Halifax,  that  could  by  the  moll  artful  malice  be  diftorted  into  an  inftmment  of  the 
tendency,  which  that  over  zealous  knight  had  imagined.  Befides  this  incredible  fidion,  he  hazarded 
a moll  malicious  aflTertion,  which  the  experience  of  all  times  falflfies  : viz.  that  no  Papijl  has  ever 
as  yet  been  known  to  takc'the  oath  of  allegiance ; when  it  was  notorious,  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
gentlemen  of  Ireland  did  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  which  was 
all  they  required  of  them  as  a tell  of  their  fidelity  : and  which  they  moll  religioully  obferved,  as 
has  been  feen.  This  adive  knight  difeovered  the  moll  dreadful  confequences,  and  predid^d  the 
infallible  ruin  to  the  conllitution,  if  Papifts  were  by  law  enabled  to  have  real  fecurity  for  their 
money  lent:  not  reflecting  at  the  fame  time,  that  for  the  fpace  of  fifty  years,  during  which  the 
Catholics  had  invefted  money  on  real  fecurities  and  fued  out  elegits,  it  never  had  been  doubted, 
till  lately,  that  they  had  not  a legal  right  fo  to  do  : and  more  efpecially,  as  many  of  the  Icgiflators  of 
tlie  laws  of  Ann  were  tlien  living,  many  of  them  gentlemen  at  the  bar,  and  fome  of  them,  after  the 
palling  of  thofe  laws,  judges  on  the  bench,  who  fliould  naturally  be  well  able  to  interpret  thofe  laws, 
and  it  is  to  be  prefumed  would  not  have  permitted  them  to  be  fo  mifunderftood  and  violated.^  This 
knight  was  one  of  the  inftruments  privately  ufed  by  Primate  Stone  to  prevent  any  precedent  being 
fet  of  a relaxation  in  the  Popery  laws,  his  grace  forefeeing  in  that  the  probable  coalition  of  Pro- 
tellant  and  Catholic  in  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  and  confequcntly  the  fure  and  immediate  overthrow 
of  the  Engljh  Interejl,  which  he  and  his  predeceflTor  Boulter,  had  fo  eflectually  reared,  cheriflied, 
and  fupported,  in  direct  oppofltion.  to  the  native  or  country  intereft.  The  liberality  and  paternal 
alfections  of  our  gracious  fovereign  for  his  Ifilh  fubjqcts,  .threatened  immediate  demolition  to  that 
factitious  and  raonllrous  fabric,  which  imder  that  primate  had  been  fupported  with  the  moll 
corrupt  buttrelTes  ; it  is  faid,  that  his  defpair  of  maintaining  the  fyftcm  he  had  fo  long  and  fo  arbi- 
trarily controlled,  contributed  not  a little  to  his  dilTolution,  which  was  premature,  confidering  hra 
age  and  extraordinary  llrength  of  conllitution. 
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and  a very  confiderable  part  too,  of  that  community,  it  was  certain,  that  the 
community  mull  fuffer  with  them,  fuppohng  tlieir  peculiar  difadvantages  to 
af¥e6l  only  themfclves;  but,  in  this  cafe,  their  difad  vantage  afle<5ls  other  parts 
of  the  community;  if  the  Papifts  be  prohibited  from  lending  upon  fuch 
fecurity,  as  is  thought  a fufficient  indemnification,  which,  with  refpect  to 
mere  perfonal  fecurity,  in  fuch  a country  as  this,  cannot  be  the  cafe,  it  is 
certain,  that  the  Proteftant  is  continually  reftrained  from  borrowing,  and  yet 
borrowing  and  lending  are  mutual  advantages.  It  might,  perhaps,  he  re- 
plied, that  though  the  difadvantages,  under  which  the  Papifts  are  laid,  by 
what  are  called  Popery  laws,  are,  indeed,  difadvantages  to  the  public,  yet  the 
difadvantages  to  the  public  would  be  greater,  if  the  Papifts  -srere  admitted  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  Proteftants;  that  they  had  in  that  cafe 
the  power  only  of  chufing  the  leafl;  of  two  evils,  the  different  religious  opi- 
nions of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  making  a certain  degree  of  evil 
inevitable.  But,  in  anfwer  to  this,  he  obferved,  that,  with  religious  opinions, 
any  farther  than  they  include  political  principles,  aftefting  civil  government, 
they  had  nothing  to  do.  The  Proteftant  religion  was  founded  upon  the 
right  of  private  judgment  They  renounced  the  infallibility  of  the  pope, 
and  it  would  be  abfurd,  indeed  to  fct  up,  inftead  of  it,  an  infallibility  of  the 
Rate;  as  Proteftants  they  muR  therefore  upon  their  own  principles,  admit 
that  the  opinions  of  thofe,  who  differ  from  them  may  pofiibly  be  true;  and 
opinions,  that  may  poflibl}^  be  true,  they  had  certainly  no  right  to  punifit. 
They  might  indeed,  and  they  ought  to  keep  the  power  of  hurting  out  of  the 
hands  of  thofe  whofe  principles  would  lead  them  to  exert  it;  but  he  thought 
the  PapiRs  a much  more  formidable  enemy,  as  an  inmate,  in  the  poffeffion  of 
ready  money,  than  in  the  poffeffion  of  a mortgage  deed.  IMoney  was  always 
jKiwer,  and  that  money  which  is  placed  in  Proteftant  hands,  upon  mortgage, 
is  power  in  favour  of  the  Rate ; the  fame  money,  in  the  hands  of  the  PapiRs 
unlent,  fuppofing  the  PapiR  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  Rate,  was  power  againR 
it.  Befides  money  was  not  a local,  but  tranfitory  property ; a PapiR,  pof- 
feffed  only  of  money,  has  no  local  intereR  in  tlie  country,  but  a PapiR  mort- 
gagee had;  he  would  be  engaged  to  fupport  the  government  in  point  of 
intereR:  his  fecurity  for  his  money  Avas  good,  while  government  fubfiRed, 
and  in  the  convulfion,  that  always  attends  the  fubverfion  of  government,  it 
would  at  leaR  become  doubtful ; befides,  the  greater  the  advantages,  which  the 
PapiRs  receive  under  the  prefent  conRitution,  the  more  they  muR  defire  its 
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continuance,  and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  if  the  Papifts  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  all  the  privileges  of  Proteftant  fubje6ls,  there  would  fcarce  be  a 
practical  Jacobite  among  them,  whatever  there  might  be  in  theory.  I ihould 
therefore  be  glad,  that  the  bill  fliould  have  another  trial,  and  fliall  therefore 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  heads  of  a bill,  to  impower  Papifts  to  lend  money 
on  the  mortgage  of  land,  and  to  fue  for  the  fame. 

IMr.  Le  Hunte  faid,  that  he  thought  the  bill  propofed,  would  eventually 
make  Papifts  proprietors  of  great  part  of  the  landed  intereft  of  the  kingdom, 
which  would  certainly  extend  their  influence,  and  that  it  Avas  dangerous 
trufting  to  the  ufe  they  would  make  of  it,  upon  a fuppofition,  that  their 
interefts  would  get  the  better  of  their  principles.  That  the  aft  mentioned 
to  have  paffed  the  laft  feftions,  did  not  pafs  without  a divifton,  there  being  a 
majority  of  no  more  than  twelve  in  its  favor,  and  that  it  would  not  have 
palfcd  at  all,  if  it  had  not  been  for  fome  artful  management,  it  being  brought 
in  the  very  laft  day  of  feftions,  when  no  more  than  fixty-two  members  were 
prefent.  He  therefore  begged,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  poft- 
pone  his  motion  till  Monday,  as  the  houfe  was  then  thin,  and  gentlemen 
would  thus  have  time  to  confider  the  fubjeft,  which  was  of  very  great  im- 
portance. He  added,  that  as  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe  it  to  be  the  general 
fenfe  of  the  houfe,  that  fuch  a bill  fliould  not  pafs,  he  thought  it  would  be 
better,  that  no  heads  of  fuch  a bill  fliould  be  brought  in,  as  it  M'as  cruel  to 
raife  expeftations,  which  would  probably  be  difappointed. 

Mr.  Mafon  confented  to  poftpone  his  motion.  Accordingly  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1704,  IMr.  Mafon  prefented  to  the  houfe,  according  to  order, 
heads  of  a bill,  to  afcertain  what  fecurities  may  be  taken  by  perfons  profeftTing 
the  Popifli  religion,  for  money  lent  or  to  be  lent  by  them ; and  alfo  what 
remedies  they  may  have  recourfe  to,  for  recovery  thereof;  which  Avere  re- 
ceived and  read.  When  a motion  was  made,  and  the  (jueftion  being  put, 
that  the  faid  heads  of  a bill  be  rejefted,  the  houfe  divided  138  for  the  rejec- 
tion, and  53  againft  it.  Another  motion  Avas  then  made,  and  the  queftion 
being  put,  that  leaA^e  be  given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a bill  to  enable  Papifts 
to  take  fecurities  upon  lands,  but  in  fuch  manner,  that  they  might  not  med- 
dle AAuth  the  poffeflion  thereof,  Avhich  Avas  immediately  negatived  by  a ma- 
jority of  44.  I haA’^e  been  the  more  particular  in  detailing  the  failure  of 
this  firll  effort  to  break  in  upon  the  penal  fyftem,  in  order  to  draAv  the 
reader’s  attention  the  more  clofely  hereafter  to  the  rapid  and  Avonderful  pro- 
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grefs  of  the  public  mind,  when  once  the  denfe  fogs  of  bigotry,  prejudice,  and 
fear  had  been  cleared  away. 

We  are  now  faft  approaching  to  that  period  in  the  Iridi  hiftory,  to  which 
Lord  Clare  alluded  in  his  memorable  fpeech  for  the  Union,  when  he  faid,  that 
the  fyftem  built  by  the  intrigues  of  that  ambitious  ecclefiaftic  would  beat 
down  the  mod:  powerful  nation  of  the  earth,  AV'hen  the  government  of  Eng- 
land at  length  opened  their  eyes  to  the  defects  and  dangers  of  it]  when  they 
Jhook  the  power  of  the  Ariftocracy,  hat  were  unable  to  break  it  down.  Whilft 
Primate  Stone,*  whofe  primary  view  was  to  realize  his  own  fyftem  of  politicSj 
lived,  the  party,  Avhich  he  commanded  could  enfure  any  queftion  whatever. 
Thus  they  often  tantalized  the  public  by  confenting  to  preliminary  popular 
motions,  which  it  v^as  intended  ultimately  to  refift  and  rejedl : fo  upon  the 
motion  of  IMr.  Bagnall,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a bill  for  better 
fecuring  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedl.'j'  What  thofe  heads  were,  no  where  ap- 
pears 


* Of  this  prelate  and  of  his  political  fituation,  power,  and  fyftem,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  an 
ingenious  and  enlightened  author,  thus  fpoke,  in  1777  {Surrey  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  p.5o): 
” Stone  was  a man  of  confiderable  abilities,  but  more  of  the  politician,  than  the  prelate ; he  de- 
“ voted  his  life  to  the  fupporting  a party  in  the  Irifli  parliament.  It  is  faid,  that  when  he  went 
“ over  to  London,  to  confult  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  on  his  ftate  of  health,  he  very  candidly 
“ faid  to  them,  ' Look  not  upon  me  as  an  ordinary  churchman,  or  incident  to  their  difeafes,  but 
“ as  a man,  who  has  injured  his  coaftitution  by  fitting  up  late,  and  rifing  early,  to  do  the  buftnefs  of 
“ government  in  Ireland.’ 

“ They  confider  his  death  an  aera  in  the  polity  of  this  kingdom}  for  had  he  lived  till  now,  he 
“ would  hav'e  been  always  one  of  the  lords  juftices,  with  the  power  of  the  whole;  and  of  courfe 
“ buftnefs  would  have  been  conduced  in  the  ufual  way.  Adminiltration  would  have  continued  to 
“ throw  all  its  power  into  his  hands.” 

f Such  rejeftions  of  the  moft  conftitutional  and  neceflary  propotals  for  the  civil  liberty  of  the 
fubjeft  were  no  novelties  to  Ireland;  for  foon  after  the  Bill  of  Rights  had  pafled  in  England,  tire 
following  heads  of  a fimilar  one  for  Ireland  were  prefented  for  tranfmiflion  by  the  Irifli  parliament 
to  Lord  Capel,  then  lord  deputy  of  Ireland,  on  the  I4tli  of  Odtober,  1659,  of  which  no  more  was 
heard ; 

Heads  of  a Bill  of  Rights. 

“ 1 . That  the  pretended  powers  of  fufpending  of  laws  by  regal  authority,  without  confent  of 
“ parliament,  is  illegal. 

“ 2.  That  the  pretended  power  of  difpenfing  with  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws  by  regal  au- 
“ thority,  as  hath  been  afluraed  or  exercifed,  is  illegal. 

“ s.-Hiat  levying  money  for,  or  to  the  ufe  of  the  crown,  by  pretence  of  prerogative,  without 

" grant 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


371 


pears:  nor  do  we  find  the  patriotic fentiment  ever  after  followed  up;  although 
the  non-refifiance  of  the  motion  in  the  firft  inftance  occafioned  an  intem- 
perate effufidn  of  public  diffatisfaftion.  Inexprefhble,  though  filent,  were  the 
grief  and  difappointment  of  the  Catholics  at  the  failure  of  this  application  to 
the  favor  of  the  legiflature,  not  in  fa6l  for  any  new  favor  or  indulgence,  but 
for  affuring  to  them  a continuance  of  a capacity  to  take  real  fecurity  for 
their  money,  which  the  aflute  attempts  of  fome  of  their  enemies  had  only 
lately  began  to  queftion.  Thus  was  the  healing  draught  of  leniency  and 
mercy  dafhed  with  relentlcfs  harflmefs  from  their  eager  lips;  and  all  their 
flattering  profpedls  of  being  received  into  the  foflering  arms  of  their  king  and 
conftitution  at  once  defeated.  Their  defpondency  was  not  of  long  duration; 
their  oppreffion  formed  the  bafe  of  the  then  Anglo-Hybernian  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment: the  deaths  of  Primate  Stone  and  the  Earl  of  Shannon,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1764,  put  an  end  to  that  fyftem;  and  from  thence  a new  fcene  opens 
itfelf  to  our  vie\v.  To  this  moment  of  Irifli  hiftory  it  is,  that  Lord  Clare 
alluded,  when  he  faid,  “ the  government  of  England  at  length  opened  their 
“ eyes  to  the  defers  and  dangers  of  it:  they  fiook  the  poxcer  of  the  Arif  ocracy  f 
^ but  were  unable  to  break  it  dozen,” 

Although 

grant  of  parliament,  for  longer  time,  or  in  other  manner  than  the  fame  is,  or  fliall  be  granted, 
“ is  illegal. 

“ 4.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  fubject  to  petition  the  king,  or  the  chief  governor  or  governors  of 
the  kingdom,  for  the  time  being,  and  all  commitments  or  profecutions,  or  threats  for  fuch  pe- 
“ tition,  are  illegal. 

“ 5.  That  the  fubjedds  which  are  Proteftants  may  have  arms  for  tlieir  defence,  fuitable  to  their 
“ conditions,  and  as  allowed  by  law. 

“ 6.  That  the  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  debates  on  proceedings  in  parliament,  ought  not  be  im- 
“ peached,  or  queftioned,  in  any  place  out  of  parliament. 

“ 8.  That  juries  ought  to  be  duly  impannelled  and  returned,  and  juries  which  pafs  upon  men 
in  trials  for  high  treafon,  ought  to  be  freeholders. 

" 9.  That  all  grants  andpromifes,  fines,  forfeitures  of  particular  perfons  before  convidtion,  arc 
” illegal  and  void. 

“ 10.  That  for  redrefs  of  all  grievances  in  this  kingdom,  and  for  amending,  ftrengihening,  and 
“■  preferving  the  laws,  parliaments  ought  not  to  be  diffolved,  as  they  have  been  in  the  late  reigns. 

“ 11.  That  the  free  quartering  of  foldiers  on  any  of  this  kingdom,  in  time  of  peace,  is  arbi- 
" trary  and  illegal.” 

* This  Ariflocracy  is  thus' deferibed  by  Dr.  Campbell  {Phil.  Sitrr.  p.  56)  : “ In  this  nation 
are  three  or  four  grandees,  who  have  fuch  an  influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  their 
coalition  would,  at  any  time,  give  them  a clear  majority  upon  any  queftion.  It  has,  therefore, 

3 A “ always 
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Although  the  deaths  of  two  of  the  lords  juftices  made  an  opening  to  many 
great  events,  no  immediate  effecls  enfued  of  fufficient  importance  to  arrelt 
the  reader's  attention.  The  Lord  Chancellor  Bowes,  and  Mr.  Ponfonby, 
the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  were  created  lords  juftices,  to  whom 
afterwards  the  Earl  of  Drogheda  was  joined;  and  from  the  change  oLfyftem 
they  were  the  laft  lords  juftices  ever  appointed.  Lord  Vifeount  ^Leymouth 
was  appointed  lord  lieutenant,  but  he  never  went  over.  The  Earl  of  Hert- 
ford met  the  parliament  in  1705. 

In  December,  1705,  died,  at  Rome,  the  famous  Chevalier  de  St.  George, 
only  fon  of  James  11.  he  was  the  fubje6i  of  the  political  fable  of  the  Warming 
Pan : he  fupported  a long  life  of  misfortunes,  fufferings,  and  retirement  with 
great  Chriftian  forbearance  and  equanimity.  As  his  attempt  to  recover  the 
Britiili  throne,  in  1715,  and  his  fon’s  effort  to  the  fame  end,  in  1745,  had  made 
no  fenfation  in  Ireland,  little  is  it  to  be  wondered,  that  his  death  was  fcarcely 
known  or  thought  of  in  that  country ; although  many  of  the  then  exift- 
ing  generation,  through  every  part  of  the  Britifli  empire,  had  taken  an  active 
fhare  in  the  attempts  to  replace  him  on  the  throne  of  his  anceftors. 

Although  by  the  management  and  power  of  the  Britifli  cabinet  the  num- 
ber of  the  patriots  in  the  Irifli  parliament  had  been  greatly  reduced,  their 
fpirit  was  not  fubdued:  they  again  returned  to  the  charge  of  the  penfions; 
*and  on  the  6th  of  December,  1765,  a motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion 
being  put,  “ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefly,  to  affure 

''  always  been  a maxim  of  government  to  difunite  thefe  fadtious  chiefs.  And,  Hill  further  to  dif- 
“ able  oppofition,  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  difengage,  as  much  as  pollible,  the  followers 
“ from  their  leaders.  This  was  attempted  by  Lord  Chefterfield,  fo  early  as  the  year  1745,  but  his 
“ ftay  was  too  Ihort  to  efFe6l  it. 

“ Formerly,  thefe  principals  ufed  to  ftlpulate  with  each  new  lord  lieutenant,  whofe  office  was 
“■  maf,  and  refidence  but  for  fix  months,  upon  what  terras  they  would  cany  the  king's  bufinefs 
" through  the  houfes;  fo  that  they  might,  not  improperly,  be  called  undertakers.  They  provided, 
“ that  the  difpofal  of  all  court  favours,  whether  places,  penfions,  or  preferments,  Ihould  pafs 
" through  their  hands,  in  order  to  keep  their  fuite  in  an  abfolute  ftate  of  dependence  upon  them- 
“ felves.  All  applications  were  made  by  the  leader,  who  claimed,  as  a right,  the  privilege  of  gra- 

tifying  his  friends  in  proportion  to  their  numbers. 

Whenever  fuch  demands  were  not  complied  with,  then  the  meafures  of  government  were  fure 
” to  be  croffed  and  obftruded  ; and  the  feflion  of  parliament  became  a conftant  ftruggle  for  power, 
“ between  the  heads  of  parties,  who  ufed  to  force  themfelves  into  the  office  of  lord  juftice,  accord- 
“ ing  to  the  prevalence  of  their  intereft.” 

* 8 Journ.  Cora,  p.  64. 
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“ him  of  their  inviolable  duty  and  zealous  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  go- 
“ vernment.  That  it  affedted  them  with  the  deepeft  forrow  to  find,  that  the 
“ penfions  in  general  on  the  eftablilhment  of  that  kingdom  had  greatly  in- 
“ creafed  of  late  years,  infomuch  as  to  have  amounted  to  the  fum  of  158,685/. 

4^.  S^-d.  in  the  two  years  ending  at  Lady-Day,  1765.  That  many  of  thofe 
“ penfions  had  been  granted  for  long  terms  of  years,  and  for  lives,  and  had 
“ been  made  payable  out  of  the  revenue  at  large.  That  they  had  long  been 
“ the  caufes  of  filent  difquietude ; and  were  of  late  become  the  fubjedls  of 
“ univerfal  murmur  and  complaint.  That  they  ihould  think  it  a breach  of 
“ the  trufi;  repofed  in  them,  longer  to  conceal  from  his  majefty  the  griev- 
“ ances  of  his  faithful  fubjedts,  and  by  fuch  omiflion  to  poftpone  for  a day 
“ that  redrefs,  which  with  the  utmoft  confidence  they  expedted  from  the 
“ didlates  of  paternal  affedtion,  and  the  fuggeftions  of  royal  juftice.”  This 
motion  was  negatived  by  a majority  of  119againft4]. 

It  is,  even  at  this  diftance  of  time,  lamentable  to  behold  the  vigorous  exer- 
tions of  the  Britifii  cabinet  to  fecure  an  EngUJh  afcendancy  in  the  Irifli  par- 
liament, and  at  the  fame  time  an  imperious  reludlance  to  ufe  that  very  afcen- 
dancy for  the  welfare  of  the  Irifli  nation.  Indigence  and  diftrefs  pervaded 
the  whole  kingdom : the  encreafing  tumults,  infurredlions,  and  outrages  of 
the  Steel  Boys  and  other  infurgents  in  the  North,  created  ferious  alarm  in 
the  minds  of  all  thofe,  who  really  looked  to  and  felt  for  the  well-being  of 
their  country.  Accordingly  on  the  23d  of  May  a motion  was  made,  and  the 
queftion  was  put,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
“ exprefling,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  full  confidence  of  his  ever  loyal  fub- 
“ jefts  of  Ireland,  in  his  majefty’s  juftice  and  parental  affedtion  for  that  king- 
“ dom.  And  reprefenting  to  his  majefty,  that  his  faithful  commons  of 
“ Ireland  apprehending  that  it  was  a part  of  their  bounden  duty  to  lay  before 
“ his  majefty,  for  his  confideration,  fuch  grievances  of  his  people,  as  they 
“ judged  might  be  moft  deferving  of  his  notice,  and  as  they  feared  he  might 
“ not  otherwife  be  fully  informed  of,  from  a fenfe  of  their  duty,  prefumed  to 
“ acquaint  his  majefty,  that  in  many  inftanccs  the  laws  of  their  land  were 
“ lefs  reforted  to,  revered,  and  obferved  by  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  at  that 
“ time,  than  had  been  ufual  theretofore  in  that  kingdom,  or  than  was  be- 
“ coming  a people,  who  injoyed  the  blefiing  of  a free  government,  of  which 


* 8 Journ.  Com.  p.  l H. 
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“ the  commotions  in  feveral  parts  of  that  kingdom,  were  but  too  plain  and 
“ ttriking’  examples.  That  one  principal  fource  of  thefe  evils  confifted  in  the 
“ appointing  perfons  of  mean  abilities,  and  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
“ Hate  and  municipal  conftitution  of  Ireland,  to  the  ininiftration  of  juftice  in 
“ the  fupreme  courts  of  law  in  that  kingdom;  by  the  means  of  which,  all 
‘‘  law  fuits  were  protradted  to  an  exceffive  length,  and  the  expences  of  them 
“ were  rendered  intolerable,  the  fecurity  of  perfons,  of  life,  and  of  property, 
‘‘  were  daily  diminiflied  and  made  more  precarious  ; the  laws,  inftcad  of  be- 
“ ing  confidercd  as  the  protedtion,  were  become  the  oppreffion  of  the  people, 
and  in  the  place  of  being  obeyed  and  loved,  appeared  too  often  con- 
teinptible  or  difgufting  from  the  incapacity,  vdiich  fometimes  was  found  in 
thofe,  who  were  entrufted  with  the  execution  of  them.  That  his  inajefty's 
faithful  commons,  in  that  h\nnble  reprefentation,  were  by  no  means  de- 
firous  of  making  any  diftindtion  between  the  fubjedts  of  different  parts  of 
his  dominions;  with  gratitude  they  acknowledged,  that  in  former  times 
“ judges  of  the  moft  illuftrious  abilities  had  been  lent  from  Great  Britain 
“ into  that  kingdom,  ,to  the  furtherance  of  juftice,  and  the  manifeft  advan- 
“ tage  of  Ireland;  particularly  in  the  inffance  of  that  great  man,  who  had  fo 
“ long  and  ably  prelided  in  his  majefty’s  High  Court  of  Chancery,  to  the 
“ univerfal  fatisfadtion  of  all  ranks  of  people  ; neither  could  they,  with  juf- 
“ tice,  omit  exprefling  their  approbation  of  fuch  of  their  prefent  judges  as 
“ were  natives  of  that  kingdom,  whofe  condudl  and  abilities  were,  in  their 
“ opinion,  irreproachable.  That  his  majeffy’s  faithful  commons  did  not 
“ prefume  to  point  out  to  his  majefty  any  remedy  for  thofe  evils,  relying,  with 
“ the  firmeft  confidence,  on  his  majefty’s  wifdom,  and  experienced  aftedlion 
for  his  whole  people.” 

This  addrefsfpoke  too  much  truth,  not  to  be  oppofed  : on  a divifion  it  v'as 
negatived  by  a majority  of  71  againft  35.  The  decreafe  of  the  numbers  of 
the  patriots  on  this  divifion  roufed  thofe,  Avho  had  not  yet  been  bought  off’, 
to  bring  forward  inftantly  foine  motion,  which  fliould  at  leaft  convince  the 
nation  of  the  corrupt  means,  by  v'hich  their  rights  and  interefts  were  facri- 
ficed  by  a venal  majority  to  the  EngliJIi  intereji. 

On  the  very  next  day*  a motion  was  made,  that  an  humble  addrefs  bepre- 
Jented  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  reprefenting  to  his  excellency, 


* J24  May,  1767.  3 Journ.  Com.  p.  143. 
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that  the  Commons  of  Ireland,  with  hearts  full  of  the  fenfe  of  their  miferable 
eondition,  yet  fLij)ported  with. the  hopes  they  had  of  his  adminiftration,  had. 
cheerfully  contributed  to  all  fuch  fupplies  as  had  been  demanded  from  them, 
and  that  they  did  not  defpair  of  his  gpodnefs  being  extended  towards  them  in 
fuch  a prudent  and  gracious  manner,  as  might  afford  them  relief,  according  to 
their  prefent  exigencies  of  their  condition;  and  therefore  humbly  requefted  his 
excellency  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  lay,  or  order  to  be  laid,  before  that 
Houfe  all  the  proceedings  of  the  privy  council  in  jMarch  laft,  relative  to  the 
fuppreffion  of  heads  of  a bill,  intitled,  A Bill  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Free- 
dom of  Parliament,  by  afeertaining  the  Qualification  of  Knights,  Citizens, 
and  Burge fes  in  Parliament',  and  humbly  requefted,  that  his  excellency 
would  order  all  the  patents  granted  in  reverfion  or  in  pofteflion  during  that 
adminiftration  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe ; and  that  his  excellency  would 
ufe  his  influence,  that  no  more  reverfionary  grants  fliould  be  difpofed  of  in 
that  kingdom,  inafmuch,  as  they  debilitated  the  crown  in  prefent,  and  might 
be  attended  by  the  impofition  of  new  burdens  upon  the  public.  On  Avhich 
the  court  party  moved,  and  of  courfe  carried  their  motion,  that  in  lieu  of 
the  words,  the  fenfe  of  their  miferable  condition,  they  fliould  infert  the  words, 
their  happy  condition  under  his  majefys  aufpicious  government.  The  heads  of 
the  bill  alluded  to  in  this  motion  were  for  feptennial  parliaments,  an  obje6t, 
to  which  the  whole  Irifli  people  then  moft  earneftly  bent  their  thoughts.  In 
a limitation  of  parliaments,  they  faw  the  only  remaining  check  againft  the 
open  and  gigantic  fyftem  of  venality,  under  which  all  parliamentary  procefs 
was  then  carried  on.  Throughout  every  part  of  the  kingdom  refolutions 
and  addreffes  were  carried  in  their  county  meetings  in  favour  of  that  rneafure. 
The  citizens  of  Dublin  publicly  and  pointedly  declared  their  fentiments  in 
their  fpirited  inftruclions  to  their  reprefentatives  to  fupport  the  rneafure.* 

All 

* The  Merchants,  Traders,  Freeholders,  and  Citizens  of  Dablin,  prefented  the  following  Ad* 
drefs  to  their  Reprefentatives. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ HAVING  authentic  intelligence,  that  the  bill,  upon  which  the  Proteftant 
intereft  and  freedom  of  this  kingdom  depend,  is  dropped, in  Great  Britain:  and  finding,  lliat 
every  attempt  made  by  tlie  Commons  of  Ireland,  ftrengthened  by  the  united  and  general  voice  of 
all  ranks  and  denominations  of  Proteftants,  to  obtain  a law  for  limiting  the  duration  of  parliaments, 
has  hitherto  proved  ineffeSual,  we  cannot  but  think,  the  Commons  of  this  kingdom  will  Hand 
juAified  in  following  tlie  example  given  by  the  Commons  of  England  on  a fimilar  occafion,  at  the 
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All  thefe  efforts  of  the  patriots  in  pa'rliament,  and  of  the  people  without, 
were  ineffe6tLial.  The  heads  of  the  bill  were  introduced,  agreed  to,  and 
tranfmitted,  but  arrefted  in  their  progrefs  by  the  Englilh  privy  council. 
Here  again  the  vice  of  the  old  fyftem  of  governing  Ireland  was  manifefted 
in  the  anfwer  given  by  the  lord  lieutenant  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Commons.* 
“ I have,”  faid  his  excellency,  “ received  information  of  the  mod:  authentic 
“ nature,  that  the  bill  for  limiting  the  duration  of  parliaments  will  not  be 
“ returned  during  this  feffion.  I fliall  however  fully  lay  before  his  majefty 
“ the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  contained  in  this  addrefs,  and 
“ fhall  renew  the  reprefentations,  which  I have  already  made  in  the  ftrongeft 
“ and  warmed  manner,  in  favour  of  fuch  a law.”  It  was  an  infult  to  the 
underdanding  and  refpeftability  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  that  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant fliould  pretend  to  a6t  in  oppodtion  to  the  Britilli  cabinet,  and  recom- 
mend a mealure,  which  they  avowedly  oppofed.f  Tlie  patriots  moved  for  a 
very  drong  and  pointed  addrefs  to  be  prelented  to  his  majedy,  which  fpoke 
a language  of  too  muclv  firmnefs  and  independence  to  be  reliflied  by  the 
court  party,  and  it  was  negatived  upon  a divifion  of  1 17  againd  2g.'^  A more 

moderate 


late  glorious  Revolution,  that  grand  aera  of  Britilli  liberty.  We,  therefore,  as  citizens  and  free- 
holders of  this  metropolis,  thinking  ourfelves  bound  to  ftand  foremoft  in  all  national  measures,  have 
taken  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  declare  our  fentiments  upon  this  moft  interefting  event,  and  to  in- 
treat,  that  you  will  never  give  your  affent  to  any  money  bill  of  longer  duration  than  three  months 
till  a law  paflTes  in  this  kingdom  for  a feptennial  limitation  of  parliament.” 

(Signed  by  William  Rutledge,  Richard  French,  Efqrs.  High  Sheriffs,  and  upwards  of  800 
merchants  and  traders.) 

* 8 Journ.  Com',  p.  132. 

I By  natural  effedt,  the  Union  mufl  put  an  end  to  the  unwarrantable,  but  too  frequent  and  fuc- 
cefsful  pradtices  of  ffifting  refponfibility  and  playing  off  the  different  wills,  powers,  and  commands 
of  the  fovereign  and  his  vicegerent,  the  Britiffi  cabinet  and  the  Iriffi  adminiftration,  the  Irilli  legif- 
lature  and  the  Iriffi  people,  againft  each  otlier,  as  the  political  juggle  of  the  moment  required.  The  * 
principles  of  union  muff  now  diredt  the  powers  of  government  to  a common  focus. 

+ 8 Journ.  Com.  p.  132.  A motion  was  made,  and  the  queffion  being  put,  that  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  teftifying,  in  the  ftrongeft;  terms,  our  inviolable  attachment  to 
his  perfon,  family  and  government,  and  lamenting,  that  we  are  obliged  to  mingle  with  the  effufions 
of  our  zeal  and  loyalty  our  folicitude  for  the  return  and  our  concern  at  the  delay  of  the  bill  for  li- 
miting the  duration  of  parliaments  in  this  kingdom  : a delay  which  we  conceive  to  arife  from  fome 
mifreprefentation,  inafmuch  as  we  have  the  firmeft  reliance  and  the  fulleft  confidence  in  his  ma- 
jefty’s  royal  beneficence  and  juftice  ■,  virtues  which  in  their  own  operation  muff  incline  his  majefty 
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moderate  addrefs  was  hoM^ever  moved  for  by  the  patriots  on  the  next  day, 
teftifying  their  ardent  and  inviolable  attachment  to  his  facred  perfon  and 
government,  and  imploring  his  majefly,  tliat  he  would  fulfer  the  univerfal 
prayers  of  his  loyal  people  of  Ireland  to  affiil  the  reprefentations  and  endea- 
vours of  his  chief  governor  of  that  kingdom  towards  inducing  the  bell  of 
princes  to  return  his  moft  faithful  fubjeds  the  bill  tranfmitted  to  Great  Bri- 
tain for  limiting  the  duration  of  parliaments  ; which  the  patriots  carried  by 
a majority  of  two  voices,  there  being  90  for  and  88  againft  the  addrefs.  His 
majefly ’s  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  did  not  appear  very  gracious  to  the  addref- 
fers.  “ His  majeily  has  received  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
“ the  fubjedt  of  a bill  fome  time  tranfmitted  for  limiting  the  duration  of  par- 
‘‘  liaments.  The  fentiments  of  his  faithful  commons  were  already  known  to 
“ his  majefty  by  their  paffmg  the  heads  of  that  bill ; nor  can  any  felicitation 
“ add  weight  to  that  antient  and  conftitutional  way  of  fignifying  their  dc- 
“ fires  on  the  like  occafions.  His  majefly  will  always  have  the  higheft  fa- 
“ tisfadion  in  compl}' ing  vdth  the  udflies  of  his  faithful  commons  : but  no 

to  liften  gracioufly  to  the  univerfal  voice  j and  to  the  moft  fervent  prayers  of  his  loyal  people  j more 
efpecially,  when  they  defire  nothing  new  or  doubtful  j wheu  they  defire  only  that  they  may  not  be 
deprived  of  a reafonable  frequency  of  election  with  refpeft  to  their  own  reprefen  tation,  of  which  no 
other  part  of  his  majefty’s  fubjects,  not  in  the  meaneft  of  his  colonies,  is  deprived,  when  they  defire 
not  a parliament  once  every  year  or  oftener,  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  a conftitution  of  fix  hun- 
dred years  eftablilhment,  and  by  the  exprefs  ftatute  of  Edward  the  Third  never  repealed,  and  of 
above  four  hundred  years  antiquity  > but  that  no  one  parliament  fliould  continue  above  feven  years, 
which  is  the  longeft  period,  to  which  it  was  found  pollible  to  extend  the  duration  of  parliament  in  a 
neighbouring  kingdom  ; an  extenfion  grounded  upon  circumftances  there,  which  never  exifted  in 
tliis  country  ; when  therefore  their  application  in  this  particular  is,  ftriiftly  fpeaking,  not  to  limit 
but  prolong  parliaments  j not  to  abridge  but  to  increafe  prerogative,  by  giving  the  crown  a power  to 
continue  the  fame  parliament  feven  years,  which  it  has  not  now  by  the  laws  and  conftitution ; when 
they  defire  only,  that  an  unconftitutional  and  illegal  cuftom  may  not  be  perpetuated  upon  them,  or 
continuing  the  fame  parliament  for  the  life  of  the  reigning  king,  which  there  have  been  but  two  in- 
ftances  of  from  the  beginning  of  time  in  this  kingdom,  and  which  was  tolerated  in  thefe  two  in- 
ftances  only  from  the  moft  unlimited  and  overflowing  loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  majefty’s  royal 
houfe,  which  induced  our  anceftors  to  fuffer  their  moft  facred  rights  to  be  in  this  particular  fufpend- 
ed,  rather  than  expofe  tlie  recent  eftablilhment  of  his  majefty’s  aufpicious  family  to  the  moft 
imaginary  hazard  j when  they  hope,  that  this  their  -conduft,  which  might  well  be  rewarded  with  an 
increafe,  will  not  be  punifliedby  a deprivation  of  privileges  ; and  that  their  juft,  humble,  temperate, 
and  legiflative  defires,  their  moft  reiterated  and  ardent  fupplications  will  not  be  neglefted,  whilft 
the  lefs  regular  applications  and  even  refiftanceof  fome  of  their  fellow  fubje6ts  in  a cafe  far  different 
have  been  attended  with  fatisfaftion  and  redrefs. 
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“ conlitleration  can  prevail  with  his  majefty  to  fvverve  from  that  indlfpen-* 
“ fable  duty,  which  the  conftitution  prefcribes  to  him  of  concurring  in  fuch 
“ provifions  only,  as  on  mature  deliberation  and  advice  of  his  council  ap- 
“ pear  to  him  at  the  time  calculated  to  promote  the  true  intereft  and  hap- 
“ pinefs  of  his  people.”  From  the  fpirit,  which  dictated  this  anfwer,  and 
the  further  conduct  of  the  Britilh  cabinet  at  this  time,  it  appears,  as  if  they 
had  fele6ted  this  particular  juncture  for  atrial  of  ftrength  between  the  EfigUjh 
and  the  Ir'yh  intej-eft.  A bill for  better  fecur in g the  liberties  of  the  fiibjed:  was 
this  feffion  palfed  in  the  commons,  and  tranfmitted,  but  was  not  reurued. 
Another  bill  of  a patriotic  tendency  w'as  introduced  this  feffion,  to  prevent 
the  buying  and  felling  of  offices,  which  concern  the  adminijl  ration  of  juf  ice, 
or  the  colleBion  af  his  majefys  revenue  : but  it  mifcarried  in  the  commons. 
Thus  failed  every  effort  of  the  patriots  to  remedy  the  fyftem  of  venality,  which 
now  openly  prevailed,  and  to  bring  back  the  conftitution  to  its  primitive 
principles  of  freedom  and  independence.* 

In 

* As  this  was  the  time  and  this  the  fyftem,  to  which  Mr.  Burke  alluded  in  his  incomparable  po- 
litical chef  d’oEuvre,  on  the  Caitfe  of  the  prefent  Difcontents,  I will  favour  the  reader  with  fome  of 
his  thoughts  peculiarly  applicable  to  this  juncture.  P.  66.  “The  court  party  refolve  the  whole  into 
faiSion.  Having faid  fomething  before  upon  this  fubjedt,  I flrall  only  obferve  here,  that  when  they 
give  this  account  of  the  prevalence  of  fadlion,  they  prefent  no  very  favourable  afpedt  of  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  their  own  government.  They  may  be  aflured,  that  however  they  araufe 
themfelves  with  a variety  of  profpedts  for  fubftituting  fomething  elle  in  the  place  of  that  great  and 
only  foundation  of  government,  the  confidence  of  the  people,  every  attempt  will  but  make  their 
condition  worfe.  When  men  imagine,  that  their  food  is  only  a cover  for  poifon,  and  when  they 
neither  love  nor  truft  the  hand  that  ferves  it,  it  is  not  the  name  of  the  roaft  beef  of  Old  England,, 
that  will  perfuade  them  to  lit  down  to  the  table,  that  is  fpread  for  them.  When  the  people  con- 
ceive, that  laws,  and  tribunals,  and  even  popular  alTemblies,  are  perverted  from  the  ends  of  their 
inftitution,  they  find  in  thofe  names  of  degenerated  eftablifhments  only  new  motives  to  dilcontent. 
Thofe  bodies,  which  when  full  of  life  and  beauty,  lay  in  their  arms,  and  were  their  joy  and  com- 
fort, when  dead  and  putrid,  become  but  the  more  loathfome  from  remembrance  of  former  endear- 
ments. A fallen  gloom,  and  furious  dilbrder,  prevail  by  fits  j the  nation  loles  its  reliflr  for  peace 
and  profperity,  as  it  did  in  that  feafon  of  fullnefs,  which  opened  our  troubles  in  the  time  of  Charles 
the  Firft.  A fpecies  of  men,  to  whom  a ftate  of  order  would  become  a fentence  of  obfeurity,  are 
nourilhed  into  a dangerous  magnitude  by  the  heat  of  inteftine  difturbances  j and  it  is  no  wonder 
that,  by  a fort  of  finifter  piety,  they  cherifli,  in  their  turn,  the  diforders,  which  are  the  parents  of 
all  their  confequence.  Superficial  oblervers  confider  fuch  perfons  as  the  caufe  of  the  public  un- 
ealinefs,  when,  in  truth,  they  are  nothing  more  than  the  effect  of  it.  Good  men  look  upon  this  dif- 
tracted  feene  with  forrow  and  indignation.  Their  hands  are  tied  behind  them.  They  are  defpoiled 
of  all  the  power,  which  might  enable  tliem  to  reconcile  the  ftrength  of  government  with  the  rights 
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In  the  year  1705  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  although  confiderably  increafed 
upon  the  whole  receipt,  ftill  fell  fo  far  fliort  of  the  expences  of  government, 
that  100,000/.  weredire6led  to  be  raifed  at  4 per  cent,  and  the  principal  due 
upon  the  different  loans  was  ordered  to  be  confolidated  into  one  fum,  mak- 
ing in  the  whole  595,000/.  at  5 per  cent,  which  remained  due  at  Lady  Day. 
The  debt  of  the  nation  then  amounted  to  508,874/,  5^.  94^/.  There  was  this 
year  a great  fcarcity  of  grain,  as  likewife  a general  failure  of  potatoes,  which 
was  (till  more  feverely  felt  by  the  lower  ranks.  The  legiflature  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  interpofe;  they  paffed  an  a6t  to  ftop  the  diftilleries  for  a certain 
time,  which  confequently  produced  a decreafe  in  the  Excife,  and  alfo  an  act 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  corn;  in  both  of  which  acts  it  is  recited,  that  it 
was  apprehended,  there  was  not  fufficient  corn  in  the  kingdom  for  the  food 
of  the  inhabitants  until  the  harveft.  In  the  latter  of  thefe  a6ts  is  contained 
a provifo,  that  it  fliould  be  lawful  jTor  his  majejiy,  his  heirs,  and  fuccejfors,  by 
his  or  their  order  in  the  privy  council  of  Great  Britain,  or  for  the  chief  go  - 
vernor  or  governors  and  privy  council  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  by  their 
proclamation,  to  permit  the  exportation  of  any  of  the  kinds  of  corn,  grain, 
meal,  or  flour  therein  mentioned,  any  thing  therein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithftanding.  The  heads  of  the  bill  had  been  tranfmitted  over  without 

■of  the  people.  They  fland  in  a mod  diftrelRng  alternative.  But  in  the  election  among  evils  they 
hope  better  things  from  temporaiy  confufion,  than  from  eftabliflied  fervitude.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  voice  of  law  is  not  to  be  heard.  Fierce  licentioufnefs  begets  violent  refiraints.  The  mi- 
litary arm  is  the  foie  reliance  j and  then  call  your  conftitution  what  you  pleafe,  it  is  thefword,  that 
governs.  The  civil  power,  like  every  other,  that  calls  in  the  aid  of  an  ally  llronger  tJian  itfelf,  periflies 
by  the  afliflance  it  receives.  But  the  contrivers  of  this  fcheme  of  government  will  not  truft  folely 
to  die  military  power,  becaufe  they  are  cunning  men.  Their  reftlefs  and  crooked  fpirit  drives 
them  to  rake  in  the  dirt  of  every  kind  of  expedient.  Unable  to  rule  the  multitude,  they  endeavour 
to  raife  divifions  amongft  them.  One  mob  is  hired  to  dedroy  another;  a procedure  which  at  once. 
6ncourages  the  boldnefs  of  the  populace,  and  judly  increafes  their  difeontent.  Men  become  pen- 
doners  of  date  on  account  of  their  abilities  in  the  array  of  riot,  and  the  difeipline  of  confufion 
Government  is  put  under  the  difgraceful  necedTity  of  protecting  from  the  feverity  of  the  laws  that 
very  licentioufnefs,  which  the  laws  had  been  before  violated  to  reprefs.  Every  thing  partakes  of  the 
original  diforder.  Anarchy  predominates  without  freedom,  and  fervitude  without  fubmillion  orfub- 
ordination.  1 hefe  are  the  confequences  inevitable  to  our  public  peace,  from  the  fcheme  of  rendering 
the  executory  government  at  once  odious  and  feeble  ; of  freeing  admir!*;dration  from  the  conditu- 
tionaland  falutary  controul  of  parliament,  and  inventing  for  it  a new  controul,  unknown  to  the  con- 
ftitution, an  interior  cabinet ; which  brings  the  whole  body  of  government  into  confufion  and 
•contempt.” 
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any  difpenfmg  power  to  the  king  in  the  Britifli  council : this  was  an  alteration 
introduced  by  the  Britilh  eabinet,  and  was  violently,  though  ineffectually  op- 
pofed  by  the  few  remaining  patriots  in  the  Iritli  Houfe  of  Commons.  The 
two  grounds,  upon  which  the  now  dwindled  patriotic  party  in  the  Iritli  Houfe 
of  Commons  refitted  thefe  alterations  ivere  undoubtedly  conftitutional 
I*',  that  even  under  the  reftridtions  of  Poyning’s  Law  (which  though  perhaps 
prudent  when  paffed,  confidering  the  then  preponderancy  of  the  Iritli  oligar- 
chy had  been  latterly  execrated  by  all  Iritli  patriots),  the  king  only  had  a 
power  of  affent  or  diffent : not  a power  of  alteration,  which  from  its  nature 
niuft  import  a deliberative  power,  which  could  exitl  no  where,  but  in  the 
Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland.  2".  That  if  it  be  expedient  or  neceffary  to 
lodge  a difpenfmg  power  in  the  executive  for  the  occafional  benefit  of  the 
kingdom,  fuch  power  to  be  executed  by  proclamation  with  the  advice  of  the 
privy  council  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  king  perfonally  refides,  the  procla- 
mation iffues  diredtly  from  the  king,  with  the  advdce  of  his  privy  council  of 
Great  Britain : but  in  Ireland,  where  the  executive  power  is  vefted  in  fuch 
fubftitute  or  deputy  as  the  king  appoints,  it  iffues  in  the  name  of  fuch  ap- 
pointee, vv^ith  the  advice  of  the  jnivy  council  of  Ireland.  The  pradtice  is 
evidently  bottomed  in  reafon  : othenvdfe  the  council  of  Great  Britain  would 
have  a controul  over  the  legitlative  a6ls  of  the  independent  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land. The  patriots  attributed  the  precipitancy,*  with  which  the  court  party 
preffed  this  bill  through  the  Houfes,  to  the  moft  unvv'orthy  motives  of  driv- 
ing the  people  to  the  defperate  alternative  of  famine,  or  the  fubverfion  of 
their  conftitution. 

On  the  22d  day  of  December,  1765,  Dr.  Lucas,  as  one  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  publitlied  an  addrefs  to  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen,  tlieriffs,  commons,  citizens  and  freeholders  of  Dublin,  on  the  paffmg 
of  this  bill,  in  which  he  gave  the  following  fuccindl  hitiory  of  its  progrefs. 

On  Thurfday  (viz.  19)  this  bill  was  firft  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read* 
As  foon  as  the  fatal  alteration  was  difcovered,  it  filled  one  part  of  the  Houfe 
with  horror  and  deteftation  of  the  meafure,  and  a motion  was  made  to  rejedt 
it.  But,  it  paffed  in  the  negative ; and  it  was  ordered,  and  accordingly,  did 

* Vid.  8 Cora.  Journ.  p.  70.  The  Journals  very  unfairly  have  fupprefled  the  nature  of  the 
alteration  made  in  England.  They  merely  ftate  that  a committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
tranfmifs  with  the  heads  of  the  bill  fent  from  that  Houfe,  and  that  it  afterwards  palled  without 
amendment.  - 
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receive  a fecond  reading  on  Friday  laft.  It  was  then  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted on  Saturday,  paffed  the  committee,  was  reported  the  fame  day,  and 
ordered  to  be  ingroifed,  though  in  every  ftep  of  its  progrefs,  in  which  there 
were  not  one  third  of  the  members  in  the  Houfe,  it  met  with  conftant,  uni- 
form, though  fruitlefs  oppofition,  with  many  divifions  of  the  Houfe  and  the 
committee,  in  all  which,  I gave  my  utmofl  oppofition  to  the  meafure,  but 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  always  of  the  minority.  I could  not  fufpedl,  a bill 
with  any,  fpecially  with  fuch  an  alteration,  could  be  permitted  to  make  fo 
rapid  progrefs,  through  any  part  of  the  legiflature.  Its  fate  now  depends 
upon  a fingle  queftion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  : when  it  will  be  put,  or 
how  determined,  I cannot  inform  you ; but  the  prefumption  is,  it  will  be 
to-morrov/.” 

In  fa6t  the  queftion  for  the  bill’s  pafting  with  the  inferted  alteration  was 
put  on  the  next  day,  viz.  Monday  the  23d  of  December,  1765,  and  was 
carried  by  a majority  of  twenty-nine  againft  fifteen.*' 

From 

* 8 Com.  Journ.  p.  71.  One  of  the  mofi;  ftrenuous  fupporters  of  this  bill  with  the  alterations; 
was  the  late  Lord  Clare,  then  Mr.  J.  Fitzgibbon,  member  for  Newcaftle;  to  whom  the  following 
palTage  in  Mr.  Lucas’s  addrefs  referred.  “ Since  I have  mentioned  precedents,  you  may  fee  by 
“ the  votes,  that  lawyers  have  not  let  a worm-eaten  parliament  roll,  nor  an  obfolete  mufty  ftatute> 
efcape  the  moft  diligent  refearch.  If  one  happier  than  the  reft  Ibould  think  he  found  a cafe  in 
“ point,  in  times,  indeed,  the  moft  fit  for  the  black  purpofe,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  direft  foe  to 
“ the  liberties  of  Europe  and  of  Britain,  the  Spanilli  tyrant  Philip,  the  worthy  confort  of  bloody 
Queen  Mary,  that  horrid  firebrand  to  the  religion  and  the  laws  of  her  country  ; for  it  is  in  fuch  a 
tyrannic  reign  alone,  that  any  one  could  hope  a precedent  for  the  purpofe  of  this  innovation 
might  be  found;  what  ufe  could  be  made  of  fuch  a precedent  in  our  happy  days  ? It  is  indeed 
true,  that  an  aft  paffed  in  this  kingdona,  in  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  that  abominable  reign, 
" for  reducing  certain  wafte  lands  to  fliire  grounds;  giving  however,  a power  to  the  crown,  for 
feven  years,  to  fufpend  or  I'epeal  the  whole  aft  or  any  part  thereof.  Thus  far  the  aft  proves  a 
cafe  in  point:  but  upon  reading  the  whole  feftion  through,  it  appears  that  the  ends,  for  which 
" alone  it  could  be  cited  and  read,  were  utterly  fruftrated  ; becaufe,  however  evil  and  unjuft  the 
power  granted  in  that  ftatute  may  appear,  it  was  not,  as  fome  favorers  of  this  innovation  may 
contend,  to  make  it  ferve  as  a precedent ; it  was  not  left  to  a private  order,  conceived  in  the 
council  of  Great  Britain,  but  it  was  exprefsly  provided,  “■  that  every  fufpenfion,  repeal  or  revo- 
cation  of  the  ftatute  ftiould  be  made  in  writing  under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  and  public  pro- 
clamation  thereof  made.”  If  thofe  who  raked  through  much  obfcurity,  and  rubbilh,  and  filth, 
‘‘  thus  ferve  then  country,  had  found  a better  precedent,  no  doubt  their  commendable  zeal  would 
“ have  produced  it.  But  you  fee  how  little  this  queftion  can  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  fuch  favorers 
" of  innovation  as  may  produce  it.  In  the  innovation  in  tliefe  heads  of  a bill,  an  order  conceivied 
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P’rom  the  frequent  clefe6tions  of  the  patriots  and  the  confequent  redu6tIon 
of  their  numbers,  it  became  the  policy  of  the  cattle,  at  this  time,  to  throw 
all  poffible  difrepute  upon  the  few,  who  ttill  earneftly  efpoufed  that  caufe. 
Upon  this  fubjedl  Dr.  Lucas  explained  himfelf  very  pointedly  in  another 
addrefs  to  his  conftituents:*  but  it  v^ould  be  uncandid  to  leave  the  reader 
in  the  vulgar  prepofletfion,  that  becaufe  this  eminent  and  true  patriot  ftood 
firm  to  the  laft  hour  of  his  life  in  the  honourable  caufe  of  his  fuffering 
country,  therefore  he  was  unacceptable  either  to  his  fovereign  or  his  vice- 
gerents. The  Earl  of  Hertford  had  particularly  noticed  Dr.  Lucas  when 
he  was  in  England,  and  was  efteemed  by  him  in  return : he  boafted  alfo  of 
his  kind  treatment  from  the  Lords  Cheficrfield  and  Harrington,  Halifax  and 
Northumberland.  He  bore  affedtion  as  well  as  loyalty  to  his  majefty.'j'  The 

un  remitted 

ill  tlie  council  in  England,  which  from  its  known  appellation  mail  be  fecret,  is  to  repeal  a flatute 
pafl’ed  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  without  any  proclamation  or  publication  in  Ireland,  or  per- 
haps  without  its  being  at  all  known  in  the  kingdom,  till  it  comes  to  be  executed  in  the  ports. 
Yet  this  is  attempted* to  be  introduced,  after  the  enlivening  fpirit  of  the  revolution,  and  the  con- 
fequent  Hanover  fucceflion,  broke  the  illicit  bonds  of  the  never-enough-to-be-detefted  race  of 
Stuarts,  and  bad  us  live  and  be  free.” 

* Patriot  and  patriotifm,  are  now  no  longer  confidered  as  real,  but  ideal  charafters.  That  they 
were  once  otherwife,  our  author  thus  confelfes.  I hope,  he  is  taught  by  his  own  heart  to  believe, 
that  there  are  yet  fome  men  in  the  world,  who  are  ready  and  willing  to  facrifice,  upon  a proper 
occafion,  tlreir  time,  their  fortunes,  their  healths,  thdr  lives,  to  the  fervice  of  their  country. 

That  defigning  men  have  often  layed  hold  of  trifling,  as  well  as  weighty  occafions,  to  fet  forth 
their  own  importance,  to  gain  their  private  ends  j and  that  great  and  important  fubjedts  taken  up 
apparently,  with  juft  and  public-fpirited  views,  have  been  given  up  and  forfaken,  when  the  mini- 
ftry  have  thrown  out  the  proper  lure,  are  notorious,  as  they  are  hateful. 

That  the  royal  confent  was  once  anticonftitutionally,  yet  without  oppofition,  inferted  in  an  adl  of 
parliament,  and  that  at  another  time,  the  propofition  was  conftitutionally  fpurned  at,  and  rejedted 
in  the  fame  parliament,  is  certainly  true.  That  many  patriots  arofe  upon  this  great  occafion,  while 
the  funds  were  redundant  in  the  treafury,  is  true.  But  that  thefe  were  fliort  lived  pageants  is  true. 
That  fome  loft  their  places,  fome  their  penfions,  for  a while  is  certain  ; but  that  the  chapping  and 
changing,  placing  and  penfioning,  and  replacing  and  repenfionlng  thefe  patriots,  coft  the  nation 
about  half  a million,  is  certain;  As  it  is,  that  while  they  juftly  contended  for  the  right  of  parlia- 
ment to  the  difpofal  of  the  redundanee  of  the  funds  in  the  treafury,  they  afterwards  peaceably 
fuffered  it  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  treafury  by  the  foie  mandate  of  the  crown.  And  thus,  it  muft  be 
confefled,  that  ours,  like  other  patriots,  have  been  the  pageants  of  a day,  each  adling  their  parts  like 
the  poor  player,  who  frets  and  ftruts  his  houru[x>n  the  ftage,  and  then  is  heard  no  more. 

f You  know  I am  no  flatterer  ; you  know  how  often  and  in  what  terms  I have  teftified  my  difin- 
terefted  love  and  loyalty  to  his  majefty,  and  my  zealous  and  inviolable  attachment  to  his  royal  lioufe. 

That 
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unremitted  and  faithful  attention  to  his  parliamentary  duties,  with  the  dif- 
couraging  profpe6l  of  failing  in  every  exertion,  forced  from  him  a confeffion, 

that 


I'hat  I have  always  looked  upon  him,  as  not  only  politically,  but  aftually  free  from  blemifh  or  im- 
perfedlion  that  I know  his  heart  overflows  with  pure  love  and  benevolence  to  all  his  fubjefits,  and 
that  I have  myfelf  fenflbly  lliared  of  his  royal  ckmency,  in  refeuing  me  from  the  oppreflive  hands 
of  that  deteftable  hoary  tyrant,  a long  parliament,  with  a wicked  miniftry,  and  certain  iniquitous 
rulers  of  this  city.  His  royal  touch  healed  the  wounds  and  bruifes  given  my  country,  throqgh  my 
fides.  You  know  my  words,  my  writings,  the  tenor  of  my  whole  life  and  condu6t,  proclaim  my 
invariable  gratitude,  afledlion,  and  duty.  And  when  I forget  the  deliverer  of  my  country,  let 
my  right  hand  forget  its  function,  and  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth.  In  his  royal 
goodnefs,  I repofe  the  mofl  boundlefs  confidence. 

But  why  is  his  facred  name  and  chara6ter  to  be  hauled  into  this  controverfy  ? Is  it  to  be  ima- 
gined, that  he  can  look  into  matters  of  this  nature;  Are  they  not  all  left  to  his  council?  Does  not 
tlie  council  refer  them  to  one  or  two  fervants  of  the  crown,  who  after,  report  or  reject  them  at 
pleafure  ? I honeftly  and  openly  eonfefs,  I have  not  the  fulleft  confidence  in  all  thofe,  that  are  put 
in  authority  under  him,  in  either  kingdom. 

My  lord,  my  character  is  known  to  all,  and  thank  God  1 approved  by  all  that  dare  be  honefl:  and 
free.  I challenge  my  direft  foe  to  charge  a fingle  infiance  of  flattery  upon  me,  to  kings,  or  even  to 
more  mighty  minifters.  You  know  my  invaried  love  and  loyalty  to  my  king,  and  you  know  my 
declared  motives.  Had  I not  had  thefe,  I fliould  have  fcorned  toproflitute  the  offered  incenfe. 

A jufi  proportion  of  the  regard  due  to  the  fovereign,  I have  ever  been  ready  to  pay  to  his  repre- 
fentative  ; unlefs  the  conduct  of  the  fubfiitute  provoked  me  to  fay,  with  the  infulted  free  apofile, 
God  lhall  finite  thee,  thou  whited  wall ; for  I fltould  not  be  provoked  more  than  the  holy  man,  had 
I not  the  fame  apology,  might  I not  fay,  as  he  did,  when  rebuked,  brethren,  I wifi  not  that  he  was 
God’s  high  prieft;  becaufe  he  firipped  and  degraded  himfelf  of  the  power  and  dignity  of  his  office, 
by  commanding  a free  citizen  to  be  fmitten,  in  open  court,  contrary  to  law,  jufiice,  and  decency. 
What  good  and  worthy  vicegerent  of  the  crown,  wanted  my  poor  applaufe?  What  bad  and  unwor- 
thy lieutenant  efcaped  my  poor  cenfure  ? You  fee  then,  I have  ever  loved,  rcfpected,  and  revered 
thofe  great  offers  of  the  crown,  or  hated,  defpifed,  and  condemned  them,  according  to  their  well 
proved  merit  or  demerit.  My  conduct  in  private  and  public  life,  always  did,  and  always  fiiall, 
prove  thefe  truths.  Witnefs  the  different  treatments,  by  me  given  to  the  Lords  Cheflerfield  and 
Harrington,  Halifax  and  Northumberland.  In  all  which,  you  know,  I acted  upon  invariable  prin- 
ciples. My  conduct  in  thefe  inflances  will  convince  you,  that  I always  fliall  act  as  a perfon,  who 
for  himfelf  has  nothing  to  alk,  and  nothing  to  fear,  which  muff  always  keep  me  a free  agent.  To 
ft.and  quite  clear  of  all  fufpicion  of  adulation,  I lliould  have  declined  exprefling  my  fentiments  of 
the  prefent  lord  lieutenant,  till  the  expiration  of  his  office.  But,  as  I am  called  upon,  I muff  ex- 
plain myfelf,  in  mine  own  juftification.  I could  not  have  lived  as  long  as  I did  in  London,  without 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  character  of  our  prefent  viceroy.  I eonfefs,  I honored  and  admired 
it,  before  I had  the  honor  of  being  known  to  him,  and  when  I petitioned  his  prefent  majefiy,  againft 
bis  wicked  minifiers  and  judges  in  Ireland,  I had  the  good  fortune  to  find  myfelf,  from  the  jufiice 

of 


384 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


that  he  was  weary  of  his  talk,  hecaufe  he  laboured  incelfantly  in  vain.* 
Lord  Hertford  not  having  fupported  as  zealoufly  as  the  Britifli  cabinet  ex- 
pe6led,  their  alterations  in  the  corn  bill,  was  recalled,  The  old  lords  juftices 
filled  their  ftations  for  the  laft:  time  until  the  appointment  of  Lord  Townfend 
to  be  lord  lieutenant  on  the  14th  of  Oftober,  1767. 

of  my  caufe,  patronifed  by  this  great  good  man,  who  then  knew  no  more  of  me,  than  my  character, 
and  who  did  me  the  honor  to  prefent  me,  and  faw  me  make  my  complaint  to  the  royal  ear.  To 
him,  I confefs  myfelf  indebted  for  that  lhare  of  the  royal  clemency,  with  which  I now  ftand  dif- 
tinguithed.  If  my  return  to  my  native  country,  be  grateful  to  my -countrymen  and  fellow  citizens, 
llie  obligation  is  due  to  the  Lord  Hertford,  who,  in  fpight  of  great  and  mighty  powers,  made  my 
cafe  known  to  our  patriot  king,  who  embraces  every  opportunity  of  teftifying  his  parental  love  for 
his  faithful  fubjects.  His  excellency  has  fince  deigned  to  confer  marks  of  his  favor  on  fome  of  my 
family.  So  that  your  lordfliip  and  honours  fee,  that  I ftand  imder  Angular  obligations  for  my 
country,  my  family,  and  myfelf,  to  the  lord  lieutenant.  It  may  potfibly  be  fufpected,  that  from 
principles  of  gratitude  for  private  favors,  I may  have  been  blinded  to,  or  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the 
great  man’s  public  conduct.  I hope  my  character  is  too  well  known  to  fall  under  this  imputation. 
I have  never  yet  been  able  to  pay  my  devoirs  in  perfon  to  his  excellency;  confequently  I could  never 
have  faid  what  the  author  pleafed  to  fay  of  me,  that  I acquit  him  of  clofetings,  fqucezings,  ’and 
fuch  like  cuftomary  arts.  Let  placemen  and  penfioners,  a band  in  which  I fliall  never  inlift,  tef- 
tify  this.  I hope  every  man  can;  I hope  they  are  arts,  which  no  lord  lieutenant  will  ever  dare  to 
practife  on  this  virtuous  parliament,  and  I verily  believe,  the  prefent  ruler  detefts  fuch  practices  as 
much  as  I do.  In  public  and  in  private,  I have  thought  myfelf  bound  to  juftify  this  great  character. 
Without  having  had  any  intercourfe  with  him  or  his  minifters,  I faw  many  proofs  of  his  public 
fpirit  agreeable  to  the  hopes  I had  conceived  from  his  general  character,  and  his-being  more  inte- 
refted  than  any  of  his  predecetTors,  in  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  this  kingdom. 

Thefe,  I confefs,  gave  me  confidence  in  his  excellency,  and  I gladly  layed  hold  on  two  inftances, 
that  proved  in  my  judgment,  his  conduct,  when  an  unaiked  for,  not  to  fay  unnecelfary,  vote  or  act  of 
credit  was  offered,  and  when  the  alteration  in  the  corn  bill  came  over.  Here  I confefs  myfelf,  in 
the  only  inftances  of  my  life,  under  fome  degree  of  what  you  may  call  court  influence,  for,  this 
was  fuch  a conduct  as  raifed  him  ftill  higher  in  my  efteem,  and  I did  him  the  jufticejo  declare  my 
fentiments,  as  I alfo  fhould,  and  lliall  do,  if  his  future  conduct  flrould  poflibly,  as  I hope  it  ftiall  not, 
induce  me  to  change  my  fentiments. 

* I have,  faid  he,  quitted  a comfortable  fettlement  in  a free  country  to  embark  in  your  fervice. 
.1  have  attended  conftantly,  clofely,  ftrictly  to  my  duty.  I have  broke  my  health,  impaired  my 
fortune,  hurt  my  family,  and  loft  an  object  dearer  to  me  than  life,  by  engaging  with  unwearied 
care  and  painful  afliduity,  in  this  painful,  perilous,  thanklefs  fervice.  All  this  might  be  tolerable, 
if  I could  find  myfelf  ufeful  to  you  or  my  country.  But  the  only  benefit,  that  I can  fee,  refults  to 
thofe,  whom  I cannot  look  upon  as  friends  to  their  country,  bands  of  placemen  and  penfioners, 
whofe  merit  is  inhanced  and  whofe  number  has  been  generally  increafed,  in  proportion  to  the  op- 
pofition  given  to  the  meafures  of  minifters.  I dare  not  neglect,  much  lefs  defert  my  ftation,  but  I 
v/’ifh  by  any  lawful  or  honorable  means  for  my  difmilfion. 
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This  nobleman  was  fele6led  to  introduce  a very  important  change  in  the 
fyftem  of  governing  Ireland.  The  choice  was  in  many  points  judicious.  In 
order  to  attempt  the  arduous  talk  of  fupplanting  the  deep-rooted  influence 
of  the  Irilli  oligarchy,  it  was  requifite,  that  the  lord  lieutenant,  to  whom 
that  power  was  to  be  transferred,  lliould  be  endowed  with  thofe  qualities, 
that  were  mod;  likely  to  ingratiate  him  with  the  Irilh  nation.  The  new  lord 
lieutenant  excelled  all  his  predecelfors  in  that  convivial  eafe,  pleafantry,  and 
humour,  fo  highly  prized  by  the  Irilli  of  every  defcription.  The  majority, 
which  had  been  fo  dearly  bought  in  the  Commons,  by  thofe  who  had  here- 
tofore had  the  management  of  the  Eiiglijh  mtereji,  was  now  found  not  alto- 
gether fo  tra6table,  as  it  had  heretofore  been.  There  were  three  or  four 
grandees,  as  Dr.  Campbell  obferved,  who  had  fuch  an  influence  in  the  Houle  of 
Commons,  that  their  coalition  would,  at  any  time,  give  them  a clear  majority 
upon  any  quellion.  To  gain  thefe  had  been  the  chief  anxiety  of  former  go- 
vernors : they  werefure  to  bring  over  a proportionate  number  of  dependants, 
and  it  had  been  the  unguarded  maxim  to  permit  fubordinate  graces  and  fa- 
vours to  flow  from  or  through  the  hands  of  thefe  leaders,  whom  experience 
now  fliewed  to  be  as  irritable  and  verfatile  as  the  moll  infignificant  of  their 
followers.*  Formerly  thefe  principals  ufcd  to  llipulate  with  each  new  lord 
lieutenant,  whofe  office  was  biennial  and  refidence  but  for  fix  months,  upon 
what  terms,  they  would  carry  the  king’s  bufmefs  through  the  Houfe  : fo  that 
they  might  not  improperly  be  called  undertakers.  They  provided,  that  the 
difpofal  of  all  court  favors,  whether  places,  penfions,  or  preferments,  lliould 
pafs  through  their  hands,  in  order  to  keep  their  fuite  in  an  abfolute  llate  of 
dependance  upon  thcmfelves.  All  applications  were  made  by  the  leader, 
who  claimed  as  a right  the  privilege  of  gratifying  his  friends  in  proportion 
to  their  numbers.  Whenever  fuch  demands  were  not  complied  with,  then 
were  the  meafures  of  government  fure  to  be  crolfed  and  obftrudled : and  the 
feffion  of  parliament  became  a conftant  llruggle  for  power  between  the  heads 
of  parties,  who  ufed  to  force  themfelves  into  the  office  of  lord  juftice  ac- 
cording to  the  prevalence  of  their  interell.  This  evil  had  been  feen  and  la- 
mented by  Lord  Chcfterfield  : and  his  refolution  and  preparatory  fteps  for  un- 
dermining it  probably  contributed  not  a little  to  his  immediate  recal  upon 

* Phil.  Surv.  p.  57, 
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the  ceffation  of  the  danger,  which  his  wifdom  was  thought  alone  competent 
to  avert. 

This  was  the  fyftem,  which  Lord  Clare  faid,  the  government  of  Eng- 
land at  length  opened  their  eyes  to  the  defeBs  and  dangers  of:  they  fiooh  the 
pozcer  of  the  ariftoci'acy^  hut  were  unable  to  break  it  down.  The  monopoly  of 
civil  power  long  fiirvived  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Townfend : no  fmall 
diare  of  it  relied  with  that  noble  earl,  who  thus  faithfully  defcribing  it,  practi- 
cally knew  the  inability  of  the  Englilli  government  to  break  it  down.  The 
primary  objeCt  of  Lord  Townfend’s  adminiltration  was  to  break  up  the  mono- 
polizing fyltem  of  this  oligarchy.  He  in  part  fucceeded,  but  by  means 
ruinous  to  the  countrv.  The  fubalterns  were  not  to  be  detached  from  their 
chiefs,  but  by  limilar  though  more  powerful  means,  than  thofe,  by  which 
they  had  enlifted  under  their  banners.  The  fiieams  of  favor  became  not 
only  multiplied,  but  enlarged,  confequently  the  fource  of  remuneration  the 
fooner  exhaufted.  Every  individual  now  looked  up  directly  to  the  fountain 
head,  and  claimed  and  received  more  copious  draughts.  Thus,  under  colour 
of  dellroying  an  overgrown  ariftocratic  power,  all  parliamentary  indepen- 
dance  was  completely  fecured  by  government.  The  innovation  naturally 
provoked  the  deferted  few  to  refentment : but  they  were  bereft  of  their  con- 
fequence  when  left  to  their  individual  exertions.*  They  took  refuge  under 
the  thelter  of  patriotifm,  and  they  inveighed  with  lefs  efteCt  againft  the  ve- 
nality of  the  fyftem,  merely  becaufe  it  had  taken  a new  direction,  and  Avas 
fomewhat  enlarged.  The  bulk  of  the  nation,  and  fome  though  very  few  of 
their  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  were  earneft,  firm,  and  implacable 
againft  it. 

The  arduous  talk,  which  Lord  Townfend  had  alfumed  Avas  not  to  be  ef- 
fected by  a coup  de  main : forces  fo  engaged,  fo  marflialled,  and  fo  com- 
manding rather  than  commanded,  as  he  found  the  Irifh  parliament,  Avere  not 
to  be  diflodged  by  a hidden  charge:  regular,  gradual,  and  cautious  ap- 
proaches were  to  be  made : it  Avas  requifite,  that  the  chief  governor  fiiould 
firft  be  popular,  and  then  poAverful,  before  he  could  be  efficient  and  fuccefs- 

* Under  various  pretences  thefe  gentlemen  endeavoured  to  fpirit  up  the  people  to  adopt  their  re- 
fentments,  and  they  affected  to  take  refuge  in  the  arms  of  patriotifm.  The  coritefl:  produced  a fe- 
ries  of  political  letters,  replete  with  wit  and  humour,  inferior  perhaps  to  nothing  of  the  kind,  ex- 
cept the  letters  of  Junius.  They  have  been  fince  publilhed  in  an  octavo  volume,  under  the  title  of 
Baratariana,  Phil,  Surv.p,  5Q, 
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ful.  His  lordfliip  therefore  to  thofe  convivial  fafcinations,  to  which  the 
Iriili  are  fupereminently  fenfible,  fuperadded  as  many  perfonal  favors,  as  the 
fifcal  ftorcs  could  even  promife  to  anfwer,  which  in  a people  of  quick  and 
warm  fenfibility  creates  a fomething  very  like  momentary  gratitude ; and  in 
order  the  more  completely  to  feat  himfelf  in  that  effective  power,  which  was 
requifite  for  his  purpofe,  he  judicioufly  fixed  upon  a favorite  obje6t  of  the 
wilhes  and  attempts  of  the  patriots  to  fan6lion  with  his  countenance  and 
fupport. 

The  patriots  had  long  and  loudly  complained,  that  although  in  early  times 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  continued  but  for  the  year  or  feffion,  and  then 
the  popular  reprefentatives  having  difcharged  the  duties  required  of  them 
for  that  period,  refigned  their  delegated  authority  and  powers  into  the  hands 
of  thofe,  from  whom  they  had  received  them,  to  be  again  at  their  free  option 
and  difpofal : yet  in  latter  times  tfeir  parliaments  were  prolonged  from  the 
beginning  of  each  reign  to  the  demife  of  the  fovereign,  unlefs  he  chofe  by 
an  extraordinary  exertion  of  prerogative  to  put  an  earlier  period  to  their 
exifience  by  dilfolution.  This  they  confidered  as  a flagrant  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  people : as  from  them,  the  reprefentatives  derived  their  poli- 
tical chara61er,  its  continuance  ought  to  be  commenfurate  with  the  will  of 
the  people,  not  that  of  the  crown  : from  the  moment  their  power  exceeded 
their  delegation,  it  was  ufurpation  : the  nation  might  in  that  cafe  number 
feveral  felf-created  law-givers,  not  one  reprefentative.  A national  evil, 
which  called  loudly  for  redrefs.  Under  this  baneful  fyftem,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  their  ele6tion,  the  commons  became  almofl;  wholly  independent  of 
the  people;  and  under  the  refined  improvements  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  in  the 
management  of  parliamentary  intereft,  the  fedu6lion  became  too  powerful 
for  moft  men,  when  they  were  at  liberty  to  treat  for  life.  The  patriots  an- 
ticipated the  cure  of  venality  in  the  frequency  of  their  parliaments,  the  peo- 
ple hailed  the  welcome  return  of  their  power  and  controul  over  their  repre- 
fentatives, and  government  fenfibly  felt,  that  they  could  not  longer  Avith- 
hold  from  Ireland  what  England  had  fo  long  and  fo  reafonably  enjoyed.*  Dr. 
Lucas  had  feveral  times  failed  in  his  endeavours  to  procure  a bill  for  limiting 
the  duration  of  parliament.  Now  however  a feptennial  bill  w'as  tranfmitted, 
and  was  returned  with  an  alteration  in  point  of  time,  having  been  changed 
. into  an  o6tennial  one.  There  appears  to  have  been  fome  unfair  manoeuvring 

* Our  parliaments  have  continuance  for  feven  years,  by  1 Geo,  l.c.  S8. 
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in  the  Britifli  cabinet,  in  order  by  a fide  wind  to  deprive  the  Irilli  of  that, 
which  they  dared  not  openly  refufe  them.  At  the  fame  time  a tranfmifs  wa;> 
made  of  another  popular  bill  for  the  independance  of  the  judges,  in  which 
they  had  alfo  inferted  fome  alteration.  It  was  expedted,  that  the  violent 
tenacioufnefs  of  the  Irifli  commons  for  the  privilege  of  not  having  their  heads 
of  bills  altered  on  this  tide  of  the  water,  would  have  induced  them  to  rejedi 
any  bill,  into  which  fuch  an  alteration  had  been  introduced.  In  this  the 
Englifli  cabinet  was  deceived  : the  Iriih  commons  waved  the  objedlion  as  to 
the  limitation  bill,  in  order  to  make  fure  at  laft  of  what  they  had  fo  long 
tried  in  vain  to  procure,  and  confidered  that  they  furrendered  no  part  of  their 
privilege  by  objedting  on  this  very  account  to  the  judges  bill,  which  wsls 
tranfmitted  at  the  fame  time  with  alterations : for  although  this  latter  bill 
had  been  particularly  recommended  in  the  fpeech  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  it 
was  on  account  of  an  alteration  inferted  in  it  in  England,  upon  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  compare  the  bill  with  the  heads  of  the  bill, 
unanimoufly  rejedled.* 

No  fooner  was  the  odtennial  bill  returned,  than  the  commons  voted  a re- 
fpedlful  and  grateful  addrefs  to  the  throne,  befeeching  his  majefty  to  accept 
their  unfeigned  and  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  condefcenfion,  fo 
fignally  manifefled  to  his  fubjedls  of  that  kingdom,  in  returning  the  bill  for 
limiting  the  duration  of  parliaments,  which  they  confidered  not  only  as  a 
gracious  mark  of  paternal  benevolence,  but  as  a wife  refult  of  royal  delibera- 
tion. And  when  the  royal  affent  had  been  given,  the  adlion  was  fo  grate- 
ful to  the  people,  that  they  took  the  horfes  from  his  coach,  and  drew  him 
from  the  parliament  houfe  to  the  caftle  with  the  moft  enthufiaftic  raptures 
of  applaufe  and  exultation.f  But  his  lordfhip’sj  popularity  did  not  laft 

* Vid.  8 Journ.  Com.  p.  270.  The  committee  appointed  to  compare  the  bill  with  the  heads  of 
a bill  for  making  the  commithons  of  judges  to  continue  qua7ndm  fe  bene  gejferunt  have  accordingly 
compared  the  fame,  and  found  that  the  following  alteration  hath  been  made  therein.  In  the  laft 
ftieet,  at  the  end  of  the  laft  claufe,  after  the  word  Parliament,  the  following  Avords  are  added, 
" Certified  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  there  under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  in  like  manner 
“ as  bills  are  ufually  certified,or  upon  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.” 
RefulreJ,  That  the  bill  be  rejected. 

f Dr.  Campbell,  who  made  his  philofophical  tour  through  the  fouth  of  Ireland,  during  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  Lord  Harcourt,  Lord  Townfend’s  immediate  fuccelfcr,  faid,  (p.  58)  “ That  not- 
withftanding  that  deed  were  fo  pleafing  to  the  people,  yet  they  then  began  to  think,  that  that  fa- 
vorite law  was  of  no  other  ufe,  but  to  increafe  the  value  of  boroughs  5 a fingle  feat  in  one  of  which 
then  fold  for  2000/.  at  leaft,  i Ibid. 
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long’.  By  diverting  the  channel  of  favor,  or  rather  by  dividing  it  into  a 
multitude  of  little  ftreams,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were 
taught  to  look  up  to  him,  not  only  as  the  fource,  but  as  the  difpenfer  of 
every  gratification.  Not  even  a commiffion  in  the  revenue,  worth  above 
40/.  a year,  could  be  difpofed  of,  without  his  approbation.  Thus  were  the 
old  undertakers  given  to  underftand,  that  there  was  another  way  of  doing 
bufinefs  than  through  them.  It  was  not,  however,  without  much  violence 
on  both  fides,  that  he  at  length  effedted  his  purpofe.  The  immediate  fuf- 
ferers  did  not  fail  to  call  this  alteration  in  the  fyftem  of  governing,  an  inno- 
vation, which  they  artfully  taught  the  people  to  refent  as  a national 
grievance. 

It  is  not  a very  extravagant  fyftem,  that  all  men  are  born  with  equal 
powers  of  mind,  and  that  fpecial  circumftances  and  occafions  draAv  forth  this 
general  mental  aptitude  into  the  various  degrees  of  energy  and  excellence, 
which  we  witnefs  in  the  indefinite  variety  of  times,  climates,  religions,  go- 
vernments, changes,  and  atfedlions  of  different  portions  of  the  human  race. 
Whenever  a great  change  takes  effedl  upon  the  public  mind  of  a nation,  it  is 
a primary  duty  of  the  hiftorian  to  trace  and  faithfully  to  retail  the  caufes, 
Avhich  have  brought  it  about.  We  have  before  remarked,  that  a fpirit  of  pa- 
triotifm  had  begun  foon  after  the  Revolution  to  manifeft  itfelf  in  Ireland  : and 
the  firft  public  effort  of  refifting  Englifh  oppreflion  upon  tlie  true  principles 
of  the  Revolution  itfelf,  was  the  publication  of  Mr.  Molyneux's  Cafe  of  Ire- 
land being  bound  by  Jets  of  Parliament  in  England  fated. 

The  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  finding  the  arguments  unanfwerable, 
ordered  the  books  to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  ; a 
circumftance  very  remarkable,  as  they  were  the  very  commons  of  the  Re- 
volution parliament ; and  could  not  deny  the  truth  of  its  principles,  without 
ftiakiug  the  balls  of  tlieir  own  liberty,  which  muft  have  upfet  the  whole  fu- 
perftructure  of  that  government  they  had  juft  raifed.  This  condudt  in  the 
Commons  of  England  raifed  jealoufy  and  fufpicions  in  the  Commons  of  Ire- 
land. They  faw  that  the  very  principles  of  liberty,  which  Englilhmen  ad- 
mired and  revered  in  Locke  as  the  foundations  of  the  freedom  of  England, 
Avere  reprobated  in  Molyneux,  and  condemned  as  feditious,  Avhen  brought 
to  bear  upon  Ireland.  In  that  moment  they  moft  fenfibly  felt  the  galling 
fituation  of  an  arbitrary  fubordination.  This  execution  inftead  of  degrading, 
increafed  the  charadfer  of  the  book.  It  had  fuffered  political  martyrdom  ; 
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and,  as  in  all  other  cafes  of  martyrs,  its  difciples  increafed  by  perfecution. 
The  people  of  Ireland  fought  after  and  read  Molyneux  with  avidity.  The 
book  has  ever  lince  been  in  the  wddeft  circulation,  and  its  do6h-ines  have 
been  deeply  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  all  true  Irifhmen.  The  politics  of 
INIolyneux  are  not  lefs  revered  by  the  Irifh,  than  the  morality  of  Confucius 
by  the  Chinefe.  The  vu'itings  of  Dean  Swift  went  ftill  further  in  opening 
the  minds  of  the  Irifli,  and  preparing  them  to  nurture  the  feeds  of  freedom, 
and  to  vindicate  thofe  rights,  vdiich  Heaven  has  beftowed  upon  the  human 
race.  He  wrote  to  be  underftood  by  the  common  people,  and  made  ufe  of 
the  cheapeft  mediums  for  diftributing  advice.  The  Draper’s  letters  were  cried 
about  the  flreets  of  Dublin,  and  fold  for  a penny  each.  Every  man  who 
could  read,  read  the  Draper’s  letters.  They  were  difperfed  through  the  king- 
dom, palled  up  in  alehoufes  and  cottages  all  over  the  country,  and  their  in- 
fluence Avas  very  fuddenly  perceived.  Swift  Avas  the  firll  perfon,.Avho  pointed 
out  to  the  Irilh  the  neceflity  of  aflbeiating  againll  Avearing  foreign  manufac- 
tures : and  to  that  non-importation  aflbeiation  mull  be  attributed  the  fuc- 
cefsful  advances,  Avhieh  the  nation  Avas  then  making  toAvards  civil  liberty. 
A profecution  Avas  inftituted  againll  the  printer  of  SAvift’s  Eflays,  Avhich  ter- 
minated in  the  imprifonment  of  the  printer  (Alderman  Faulkener),  Avho  per- 
emptorily refufed  to  give  up  the  Avriter.  This  profecution,  like  the  burning 
of  Molyneux’s  book,  increafed  the  populaiity  of  the  Eflays  and  the  author. 
It  ftimulated  the  fatyric  genius  of  the  Dean,  Avho  literally  Avrote  fome  of  his 
enemies  out  of  the  Arorld.  It  brought  the  do6lrine  of  libels  into  difeuflion 
in  the  courts  of  Ireland ; and  the  arguments  of  the  counfel  for  the  defen- 
dants convinced  the  people  that  the  liberty  of  fpeaking,  thinking,  and  Avrit- 
ing,  Avas  one  of  the  great  principles  of  the  conftitution. 

The  univerfal  eflimation,  in  Avhich  IMr.  Molyneux’s  book,  as  Avell  as  the 
Draper’s  letters  haA^e  been  fince  hoklen  by  all  that  is  refpeblable  throughout 
the  Britilh  empire,  moll  irrefragably  eondemns  the  impolicy  and  injuftice  of 
the  condu6l  of  the  Britilh  cabinet  towards  Ireland  in  both  thefe  inllances. 
So  proper,  fo  benelicial  to  the  country,  fo  conftitutional  in  their  tendency 
did  Lord  Chefterfield  conlider  the  Draper’s  letters,  that  in  order  to  reconcile 
the  minds  of  the  public  to  a defirable  meafure  during  his  adminillration,  he 
himfelf  framed  a letter  in  the  exact  ftile  of  SAA'ift,  then  in  his  melancholy  Hate 
of  dotage,  and  had  it  publillied  under  the  fignature  of  the  Draper,  and  cir- 
culated in  the  fame  Avay,  in  Avhich  thofe  letters  formerly  had  been.  No  na- 
tion 
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tion  on  earth  naturally  takes  a more  lively  and  a6live  intereft  in  the  political 
events  of  the  day  than  the  Irifli : none  holds  the  efforts  of  wit,  humour,  and 
talent  in  higher  eftimation ; none  more  juftly  appreciates  the  benefits  and 
advantages  of  civil  liberty.  Upon  principles  arifing  out  of  thefe  fa6ls  very 
foon  after  the  acceffion  of  his  majefly  had  the  Freeman'’ s Journal  been  fet  up 
in  Dublin. 

This  paper  was  foon  followed  by  another  public  print,  called  the  Hibernian 
Journal.  The  gentlemen  of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin  fupplied  thefe  papers 
with  ample  matter  for  entertainment  and  information.  Dr.  Lucas  was  the 
diredtor  of  the  Freeman^s  Journal-,  and  from  the  elegance  of  compofition- 
and  flrength  of  political  argument,  which  marked  feveral  of  the  effays,  it 
was  known  that  they  had  alfo  fupport  from  Mr.  Flood,  Mr.  Burgh,  Mr.  Yel- 
verton,  Mr.  Grattan,  and  other  gentlemen,  then  generally  efleemed.  In  the 
adminiflration  of  Lord  Vifcount  Townfliend,  another  public  paper  appeared, 
called  the  Dublin  Mercury J avowedly  patronized  by  government.  It  was  ^ 
the  bufinefs  of  this  paper  to  turn  every  ferious  argument  of  the  adverfary  into 
ridicule.  Men  of  extenfive  learning  and  attic  genius  fported  their  wit  in 
print;  among  whom  were  Mr.  Courteney,  Captain  Jephfon,  and  Dean  Mar- 
lay.  The  prefs  tranfplanted  thofe  fhoots  of  liberty  to  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. Newfpapers  appeared  in  every  town,  and  tended  to  fow  the  feeds  of 
that  ardor  for  civil  freedom,  that  ended  in  the  eftablifliment  of  Irilh  indepen- 
dance  in  the  year  1782. 

Very  early  in  the  feffion,  the  attention  of  parliament  was  drawn  to  the 
confideration  of  the  army  upon  the  Irifli  eftablifliment.  This  was  a fubje6l, 
upon  which  the  nation  was  mofljuftly  fore : and  it  is  the  more  material  to 
touch  upon  it,  as  out  of  the  mifcondu6l  of  the  Britifli  cabinet  with  reference 
to  the  military  eftablifliment  of  Ireland,  arofe  that  important  and  wonderful 
revolution  in  the  political  fyftem  of  Ireland,  which  will  hereafter  be  noticed  in 
its  appropriate  time  and  order.  The  following  meflage  was  fent  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  from  his  exellency  by  the  hands  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  George 
Macartney,  who  delivered  it  to  the  fpeaker,  and  he  read  it  to  the  Houfe. 

* In  thefe  different  papers  appeared  the  feveral  letters  and  effays,  that  we  have  before  remarked 
made  up  the  collection  of  Baratariana. 
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(TOWNSHEND.) 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I am  commanded  by  his  majefty  to  inform  you,  that  his 
majefiy,  upon  the  inoft  mature  conlideration  of  the  ftate  and  circumftances 
of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  judges  that  a number  of  troops  not  lefs  than 
twelve  thoufand  men,  commiffion  and  non-commiflion  officers  included, 
ffiould  be  conftantly  kept  therein,  for  the  better  defence  of  the  fame  ; and 
that  his  majefty  finding,  that,  confiftently  with  the  general  public  fervice, 
the  number  before  mentioned  cannot  always  be  continued  in  Ireland,  unlefs 
his  army  upon  the  Irifli  eftablilhment  be  augmented  to  ] 5,235  men  in  the 
whole,  commiffion  and  non-commiffion  officers  included,  his  majefty  is  of 
opinion,  that  fuch  augmentation  fliould  be  immediately  made,  and  earneftly 
recommends  it  to  his  faithful  Commons  to  concur  in  providing  for  a mea- 
fure,  which  his  majefiy  has  extremely  at  heart,  as  neceffary  not  only  for  the 
honor  of  his  crown,  but  for  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  his  kingdom ; and  I 
have  his  majefty ’s  fpecial  commands  to  affure  you  exprefsly,  in  his  name,  that 
it  is  his  determined  refolution,  that  upon  fuch  augmentation,  a number  of 
eff'e6live  troops,  not  lefs  than  12000  men,  commiffion  and  non-commiffion 
officers  included,  fliall  at  all  times,  except  in  the  cafes  of  invafion  or  rebel- 
lion in  Great  Britain,  be  kept  within  this  kingdom,  for  the  better  defence 
thereof.  I have  ordered  a plan  and  efiimate  of  the  immediate  charge,  and 
of  the  annual  expence,  which  will  be  incurred  by  this  meafure,  to  be  laid 
before  you  ; and  if,  by  the  ftridleft  oeconomy  and  the  non-effe6live  funds,  any 
favings  can  be  made,  you  may  be  affured,  that,  of  the  fums  which  fiiall  be 
granted  no  greater  part  lliall  be  ufed  than  lliall  be  indifpenfably  neceffary 
for  this  fervice.  And  I have  it  further  in  command  from  his  majefiy  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  his  majefiy  has  been  pleafed  to  determine,  that  as  the  feveral 
general  officers  who  now  compofe  the  ftaff  upon  the  military  eflablifliment  of 
this  kingdom,  fliall  happen  to  die,  or  be  provided  for,  the  number  fliall  be 
reduced,  and  confifl  of  no  more  than  a commander  in  chief,  and  fivT  general 
officers.”  It  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journals,  and  at  the  fame  time 
a committee  Avas  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  flate  of  the  military  eflablifli- 
ment,  and  alfo  into  the  application  of  the  money  grante-d  for  its  fupport  from 
25th  March,  1751.  The  refult  of  this  enquiry  fliewed  manifeft  mifeon- 
du6l,  as  appears  from  the  report  at  large,  and  the  returns  thereunto  annexed ; 
part  of  the  report  is  to  the  following  effe6l : 
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“ Your  committee  beg  leave  to  take  notice,  that  the  entire  i’edu6lion  of  the 
army,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  did  not  take  place  till  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1764  ; and  that  it  appears  from  the  return  of  the  quarter-mafter-gene- 
ral,  that  there  were  great  deficiencies  in  the  feveral  regiments  then  upon  the 
eftablifliment,  at  the  feveral  quarterly  mufters  comprized  in  the  faid  paper, 
which  precede  the  month  of  January,  1765  ; the  full  pay  of  fuch  vacancies 
mull  amount  to  a very  large  fum,  and  ought,  as  your  committee  apprehends, 
to  have  been  returned  as  a faving  to  the  public,  efpecially  as  it  appeared  to 
your  committee,^  that  orders  were  itfued  by  government,  not  to  recruit  the 
regiments  intended  to  be  reduced.”  Upon  the  whole,  it  was  refolved  that 
an  addrefs  fliould  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  to  lay  before  him  the  report  of 
the  faid  committee,  to  acknowledge  his  conftant  attention  to  the  welfare  of 
the  people,  to  exprefs  the  utmofi;  confidence  in  his  majefty 's  wifdom,  that  if 
upon  fuch  reprefentation  any  reformation  in  the  faid  eftablifliment  fliould  ap- 
pear neceflary  to  his  majefty,  fuch  alteration  would  be  made  therein  as 
v/ould  better  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  kingdom,  and  at  the  fame  time 
reduce  the  expence  of  the  eftablifliment,  in  fuch  a manner  as  might  be  more 
fuitable  to  the  circumflance  of  the  nation.  Whatever  be  or  have  been  the 
unfound  policy  to  fupprefs  or  mifreprefent  tlie  a6tual  ftate  of  fads,  when  we 
look  to  Ireland  with  impartiality,  from  what  has  been  ftated,  we  have  me- 
lancholy but  indifpenfable  proof  of  the  impoveriflied  ftate  of  the  kingdom 
at  thisjundure.  She  wasopprefled  by  a rapidly  increafmg  debt,  burthenfome 
tax-es,  unneceffary  expences,  places  and  penfions,  and  evident  niifapplica- 
tion  of  the  public  money  ; and  under  thefe  circumftances  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  made  fome  ineffedual  efforts  for  the  relief  of  their  country  • 
but  the  majority  was  fecured,  and  vainly  did  the  efforts  of  patriotifm  en- 
counter the  exertions  of  the  new  fyftein,  to  keep  individuals  fteady  to  their 
poft  on  the  treafury  bench. 

The  unufual  interval  of  J6  months  between  the  diffblution  of  the  old  and 
the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament  was  carefully  emplo3'ed  by  tlie  lord  lieu- 
tenant in  forming  the  particular  arrangements  with  the  new  members  for 
can  ying  on  the  work  of  government  upon  the  new'  fyftein  of  the  immediate 
influence  of  the  chief  governor  : and  confidering  the  length  of  poffeffion,  the 
nature  of  the  power,  the  ftruggle  of  the  former  holders  to  retain  it,  and  their 
perfonal  weight  and  influence  upon  their  dependents,  his  efforts  were  uncom- 
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monly  fuccefsful  for  a firft  effay.*  On  the  l/th  of  06lober,  1769,  the  lord 
lieutenant  met  the  new  parliament.  Mr.  John  Ponfonby  was  unanimoufly 
ele6led  fpeaker  of  the  Iloufe  <of  Commons.  The  lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech 
pointed  only  at  three  things,  namely,  the  encouragement  of  the  charter 
fchool,  the  linen  manufaclure,  and  the  prevention  of  running  contraband 
goods,  by  which  the  revenue  was  much  injured.  His  lordhiip  however  did 
the  nation  the  juftice  fo  to  mention  the  late  popular  a(5l  for  limiting  the  du- 
ration of  parliaments,  as  to  juftify  the  exertions  of  the  patriots,  who  had  fo 
eagerly  urged,  and  condemned  the  oppofition  of  the  court  party,  who  had  fo 
obftinately  refilled  the  palfing  of  that  bill.  “ It  is,”  faid  his  lordfliip,  “ with 
“ particular  fatisfa6lion  that  I meet  the  firll  parliament  limited  in  duration, 
“ that  ever  affembled  in  this  kingdom.  I am  confident,  that  you  are  come 
“ together  with  the  julleft  fentiments  of  duty  and  aflfeclion  to  our  excellent 
“ fovereign,  who  has  gratified  the  earnell  willies  of  his  faithful  fubjecls  of 
“ Ireland  Avith  that  great  improA^ement  of  their  conftitution.” 

This  firll  feffion  of  the  firll  oftennial  parliament  of  Ireland,  under  all  the 
peculiarity  of  its  circumllances,  Hands  unprecedented  in  the  Irilli  annals. 
Lord  ToAvnfend,  Avhofe  fpecial  milfion  Avas  to  renovate  the  court  fyftem  of 
government  in  that  kingdom,  after  having  ceded  to  the  Irilh  party,  Avith  un- 
gracious relu6lance,  the  o6lennial  bill,  and  laboured  Avith  unabated  indullry 
and  contrivance  through  the  long  interval  of  16  months  to  create  a ncAV 
junto  in  fupport  of  the  Knglijli  intereji,  independent  of  their  former  leaders, 
had  not  fo  matured  his  plan  as  to  have  enfured  the  Avhole  game.  He  had  not 
altered  the  nature,  but  only  raifed  the  price  of  accommodation  : and  lavilli  as 
the  Irilli  have  generally  been  of  their  voices  in  parliament  to  the  highcH 
bidder,  there  ever  appear  to  have  been  fome  cafes  referved  out  of  the  bar- 
gain. Such  had  been  the  refervation  of  right  to  vote  for  limited  parlia- 

* Painful  and  difcouraging  as  it  is  to  contemplate  the  frequency  and  facility,  with  which  the 
Irifli  (like  too  many  other)  patriots  were  drawn  over,  yet  if  their  patriotifm,  whilfl  it  lafted,  whe- 
ther affeded  or  fincere,  were  founded  in  reafon  and  truth,  we  muft  honor,  revere,  and  commend 
the  virtue,  although  we  lament  the  profligate  recreancy  of  thofe,  who  abufe  and  defert  its  caufe. 
The  number  of  the  wicked  but  enhances  the  merit  of  the  good.  It  is  an  humiliating  conclufion, 
which  has  been  often,  perhaps  not  without  reafon,  drawn  by  real  well  wifliers  to  their  country, 
in  fupport  of  the  union,  that  Ireland  is  better  without  any  parliament  at  all,  than  to  be  curfed  with 
a corrupt  and  venal  one. 
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ments,  in  fome  of  tlie  mofl:  obfequious  devotees  to  the  meafures  of  the  caftle : 
and  fuch  now  was  a fimilar  exception  in  fome  of  his  penfioned  fupportcrs 
to  refift  the  right  of  the  Englifli  council  to  make  money  bills  originate  with 
them,  and  not  with  the  commons  of  Ireland.  Oh  this  point  the  Britifli  ca- 
binet and  the  Iridi  hoiife  of  commons  came  fairly  to  iffue.*  The  judges  bill 

and 

* It  had  long  been  the  avowed  and  boafted  maxim  of  all  Irilli  patriots  to  decry  Poyning’s  Law  as  a 
moft  unconftitutional  national  grievance.  The  union  having  now  rendered  its  obfervance  impoffible, 
it  behoves  us,  notwithftanding,  to  confider  the  efFe6t, which  its  execution  and  retiftance  have  hereto- 
fore refpe(Slively_produced  upon  the  Irilh  nation.  It  was  an  a£t  paffed  in  the  lOth  Hen.  VII.  c.  4. 
This  ftatute  is  called  Poyning’s  Law,  from  Sir  Edward  Poyning,  the  viceroy,  who  is  generally  confi- 
dered  to  have  obtained  it  by  a manoeuvre.  The  major  part  of  the  lords  and  commons  were  drawm 
from  their  attendance  in  parliament  by  ftratagem,  and  in  their  abfence  this  law  was  paffed  j a law 
to  which  the  poverty,  calamity,  and  difcontent  of  Ireland,  have  generally  been  attributed  by  the 
patriots.  It  enads  as  follows,  that  “ no  parliament  be  holden  hereafter  in  the  faid  land,  but  at 
fuch  feafon  as  the  king’s  lieutenant  and  counfaile  there  firft  do  certifie  the  king,  under  the  great 
‘‘  feal  of  that  land,  the  caufes  and  confiderations,  and  all  fuch  a£ts  as  them  feemeth  fhould  pafs 
“ in  the  fame  parliament,  and  fuch  caufes,  confiderations,  and  a6ts  affirmed  by  the  king  and  his 
counfail  to  be  good  and  expedient  for  that  land,  and  his  licence  thereupon,  as  well  in  affirmation 
“■  of  the  faid  caufes  and  ads,  as  to  fummon  the  faid  parliament  under  his  great  feal  of  England  had 
and  obtained  j that  done,  a parliament  to  be  had  and  holden  after  the  form  and  effed  afore  re- 
hearfed  j and  if  any  parliament  be  holden  in  that  land  hereafter,  conUary  to  the  form  and  provi- 
“ fion  aforefaid,  it  be  deemed  void  and  of  none  effed  in  law'.” 

As  this  flatute  precluded  any  law  from  being  propofed,  but  fuch  as  were  preconceived  before  the 
parliament  was  in  being,  which  occafioned  many  inconveniencies,  and  made  frequent  diflblutions 
neceffary,  it  was  provided  by  iiatute  the  3d  and  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  chap.  4.  that  any  new 
propofitions  might  be  certified  to  England  in  ffie  ufual  forms  even  after  the  fummons  and  during 
the  feffions  of  parliament.  To  remedy  in  fome  meafure  the  inconvenience  arifing  from  thefe  laws, 
the  Iriffi  lords  and  commons  had  adopted  a mode  of  originating  law's  in  their  own  houfes.  A 
lord  or  commoner  applied  to  the  houfe,  of  which  he  was  a member,  for  leave  to  bring  in  heads  of  a 
bill,  which  leave  being  granted  by  the  majority  of  the  houfe,  the  heads  of  the  bill  w'ere  propofed, 
received  after  regular  difeuflion,  alteration,  and  amendment,  and  having  paffed  through  all  the 
forms  of  parliamentary  order,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  being  pcrfe6led  to  the  fatisfaftion 
of  the  houfe,  where  they  originated,  they  were  fent  to  the  Irifii  privy  council,  in  order  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  king  of  England.  If  thefe  heads  of  bills  w'ere  tranfmitted  to  England  by  the  Iriffi 
privy  pouncil  (which  was  not  always  the  cafe),  and  were  affen ted  to  by  the  king,  ffiey  w'ere  then 
re-tranfmitted  to  Ireland,  and  if  not  negatived  by  one  of  the  houfes  of  parliament,  they  received  a 
formal  royal  affent  from  the  viceroy.  This  ftatutable  authority  of  the  Trifli  privy  council  was  often 
complained  of  by  the  people  of  Ircland.as  an  unwholefome  medium  between  the  king  and  his  Irilh 
fubjefts,  and  under  its  baneful  influence,  law's  of  the  moft  falutary  nature  often  periflied.  When 
heads  of  bills  prepared  by  the  Irifli  lords  and  commons,  militated  againft  the  fentiments  (;»f  the 
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and  the  odennial  bill  had'both  been  qualified  on  this  fide  of  the  water  to 
bring  on  the  trial ; and  now  another  formal  attack  having  been  made  upon 
the  leg-illative  powers  of  Ireland  for  the  fame  purpofe  by  the  origination  of  a 
money  bill  in  the  privy  council,  tlie  commons  refolved  fairly  to  meet  the 
queftion  : accordingly  it  was  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  a bill, 
intituled,  “ An  Act  for  grmiting  to  his  Majcfty  the  feveral  Duties,  Rates,  Im- 
“ pofitions,  and  Taxes,  therein  particularly  exprejfed,  to  be  applied  to  the  Pay- 
“ ment  of  the  Interefl  of  the  Sums  therein  provided  for,  and  towards  the 
“ Difcharge  of  the  faid principal  Sums,"  diould  be  then  read  a fecond  time 
on  the  dav  following.  This  motion  was  negatived  ; and  it  was  refolved,  that 
fiich  bill  \vas  rejeded,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  that  houfe. 

The  lord  lieutenant,  though  he  thought  proper  to  allow  the  Irilh  parlia- 
ment to  grant  their  own  money  in  their  own  way,  protefted  againft  the  right 
claimed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  enter 
his  proteft  upon  their  Journals.  The  houfe  would  not  fubinit  to  this  en- 
croachment upon  their  privileges ; the  lords  Avere  lefs  inflexible,  and  after 

council,  or  the  wlflies  of  the_viceroy,  fuch  bills  were  arrefled  in  their  courfe  to  the  throne,  and  in 
the  technical  language  of  the  council,  they  were  “ put  under  the  cufliion,”  from  whence  they  never 
reached  the  ear  of  majefty.  By  Poyning’s  law,  all  bills  muft  originate  in  the  Irifh  privy  council,  and 
receive  the  alTent  of  the  king  and  council  in  England,  previous  to  their  being  prefented  to  the  le^ 
o itlative  bodies  of  the  Irillr  parliament  j in  confequence  of  which  procefs,  all  bills  that  came  certi- 
fied from  the  Irith  council  to  the  king  in  England,  werd  immediately  on  their  arrival  delivered  to  the 
attorney  general  of  England,  to  be  perufed,  and  fettled  by  himfelf  or  the  folicitor  general,  but  which 
in  fact  was  generally  done  by  fome  chamber  council,  who  had  leifure  to  attend  to  it.  The  inconveni- 
ency  of  this  was  illuftrated  by  a bill  returned  to  Ireland  altered  in  74  places,  which  had  been  fuc- 
cefsively  revifed  by  Lord  Thurlow,  when  attorney  general.  Lord  Rofelyne,  when  folicitor  general, 
and  the  late  Mr.  Macnamara,  a chamber  council.  The  bill  fo  metamorphofed  was  rejected  by  the 
commons  of  Ireland.  Thefe  various  corrections  by  an  Englilh,  Scotch,  and  Iriflr  lawyer,  were  of 
ferious  confequence  to  government.  The  temporary  duties  of  Ireland  expired  in  a few  days  after 
the  rejection  of  the  bill.  Several  weeks  elapfed  before  a money  bill  could  be  perfected,  fent  over 
to  England,  returned,  and  approved  by  the  Irlfli  commons  and  lords— and  in  the  interim  the  mer- 
chants imported  duty  free.  Tire  comraillioners  of  the  revenue,  though  no  law  exifted,  by  which 
they  could  levy  the  duties,  feized  the  goods,  and  lodged  them  in  the  king’s  Bores.  The  merchants 
replevied,  the  commiffioners  oppofed  the  fheritfs  of  Dublin,  railed  the  pojfe  comitatiis,  broke  open 
the  Bores,  and  the  goods  were  conveyed  to  the  merchants  houfes  in  triumph.  Certain  it  is,  that 
the  Britiflr  conBitution  knows  not  any  law,  that  gives  power  to  any  perfon  or  fet  of  perfons,diBinct 
from  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  to  frame,  propofe,  originate,  or  fupprefs  bills  intended  to  be 
Batutes  ■,  which  rauB  be  injurious  to  the  legiflative  power  of  the  Bate,  and  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
flitution  thereof. 
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intich  oppofition  and  debate,  bis  excellency’s  proteft  was  folemnly  recorded 
on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  But  before  that  was  done,  it  having 
been  generally  fufpeded,  that  fuch  was  his  intention,  the  following  motion 
was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  “ That  the  fpeaker  of  this  houfe  be  defired 
“ that  no  proteft  of  any  perfon  whomfoever,  who  is  not  a lord  of  parliament, 
“ and  a member  of  this  houfe,  and  which  doth  not  refpe6l  a matter,  which 
“ had  been  previoufly  in  queftion  before  this  houfe,  and  wherein  the  lord  pro- 
“ tefting  had  taken  part  with  the  minority,  either  in  perfon  or  by  proxy,  be 
“ entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  houfe.”  After  a warm  debate  upon  thi,s 
motion,  the  queftion  was  negatived  upon  adivifion  of  30  againft  5.* 

Although  only  two  bills  pafted  in  this  fmgular  and  ftiort  feftion  of  parlia- 
ment, it  did  not  go  over  without  incident : befides  what  we  have  already 
remarked,  the  patriot  party,  not  having  been  fatisfied,  that  the  papers  deli- 
vered in  from  the  treafury,  were  fufftcient  to  bring  the  whole  appropriation 
of  the  public  money  fince  the  laft  parliament  under  their  examination,  moved 
for  an  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  apprizing  him  of  what  papers  had  been 
actually  delivered  in,  and  requefting,  that  his  excellency  would  be  pleafed  to 
inform  the  houfe,  if  thofe  were  the  only  eftimates  and  accounts  intended  by 
his  excellency’s  moft  gracious  fpeech:  and  a motion  was  made  and  the 
queftion  put,  that  an  amendment  be  made  to  the  faid  addrefs,  by  inferting 
the  following  words,  1“  being  the  only  papers  ufually  laid  before  this  houfe 
“ at  the  beginning  of  a felTion,  in  confequence  of  the  chief  governor’s  fpeech 
“ and  in  purfuance  of  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe.”  Upon  vdiich  a divifion 
took  place  of  forty-feven  for,  and  fixty-five  againft  the  motion.  This  was 
the  firft  trial  of  the  ftrength  of  the  lord  lieutenant’s  newly  marflialled  phalanx. 
It  was  not  upon  any  of  the  excepted  queftions,  and  he  was  far  from  being  fa- 
tisfied with  his  vi(5tory. 

The  21ft  of  November,  1769,  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  grand  expe- 
riment of  the  new  artillery,  which  his  excellency  found  only  to  be  defe6tive, 
from  the  fcantinefs  of  the  priming  : accordingly  after  this  failure  he  deferred 
any  further  experiment,  till  he  had  more  fully  afeertained  the  calibre  of  each 
piece  of  ordnance,  and  he  took  care  to  have  it  charged  accordingly. 

* Vid.  App.  No.  LX.  the  proteft  of  the  five  diflentient  lords,  and  alfo  the  proteft  of  the  lord 
lieutenant,  and  the  whole  proceeding  thereupon  from  the  Lords’  Journals. 

f 8 Journ.  Com.  p.  295. 
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A motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion  put,  that  a bill  entitled,  an  a6t 
“ for  granting  to  his  majefty  the  feveral  duties,  rates,  impofitions,  and  taxes 
“ therein  particularly  expreffed,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft 
“ of  the  fums  therein  provided  for  and  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  faid 
“ principal  fums,  in  fuch  manner  as  is  therein  diredted,  be  now  read  the 
“ firft  time,”  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative:  and  the  bill  being  accord- 
ingly read;  a motion  was  made  and  the  queftion  put,  that  the  bill  be  read 
a fecond  time  to  morrow  morning:  the  houfe  divided:  ayes  fixty-eight, 
noes  eighty-feven.  Then  the  motion,  that  the  bill  be  rejedled  was  put  and 
carried  by  ninety-four  againft  feventy-one:  and  it  was  refolved  tfiat  the  faid 
bill  was  rejected  hecaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rye  in  that  houfe.  The  lord  lieu- 
tenant took  this  defeat  in  the  commons  fo  much  to  heart,  that  he  relblved 
to  bring  no  more  government  queftions  before  them  during  that  feffion:  or 
until  he  could,  as  the  caftle  phrafe  then  was,  make  more  fure  of  the  king’s 
bufmefs.'  The  reprefentations,  which  were  made  of  this  tranfadlion  in  Eng- 
land, foon  found  their  way  into  the  newfpapers,  and  the  light  in  which  Mn 
Woodfall  placed  the  majority  of  the  Iritli  Houfe  of  Commons  on  that  im- 
portant divifion  in  the  Public  Advertifer,  fully  proved  the  general  fentiments 
entertained  at  that  time  in  England  upon  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  Irifli  go- 
vernment. j the  18th  day  of  December,  1769,  a motion  was  made  and 
carried  without  oppofition,  that  a paper  entitled  the  Public  Advertifer,  by 
H.  S.  Woodfall,  London,  December  the  9th,  1769,  might  be  read.  It  con- 
tained the  following  words;  “ Hibernian  patriotifm  is  a tranfcript  of  that 
“ filthy  idol  worfiiipped  at  the  London  Tavern;  infolence,  affumed  from  an 
“ opinion  of  impunity,  ufurps  the  place  Avhich  boldnefs  againft  real  injuries 
“ ought  to  hold.  The  refufal  of  the  late  bill,  becaufe  it  was  not  brought  in 
contrary  to  the  pradtice  of  ages,  in  violation  of  the  conftitution,  and  to 
the  certain  ruin  of  the  dependance  of  Ireland  upon  Great  Britain,  is  a 
“ behaviour  more  fuiting  an  army  of  White-Boys  than  the  grave  reprefen- 
“ tatives  of  a nation.  This  is  the  moft  daring  infult,  that  has  been  offered 
“ to  government.  It  muft  be  counteradted  with  firmnefs,  or  elfe  the  ftate 
“ is  ruined.  Let  the  refraftory  houfe  be  dilfolved ; fliould  the  next  copy 
their  example,  let  it  alfo  be  dilfolved;  and  if  the  fame  fpirit  of  feditious 
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‘‘  obftinacy  Ihoiild  continue,  I know  no  remedy  but  one,  and  it  is  extremely 
“ obvious.  The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  is  fupreme  over  its  conquefts, 

“ as  well  as  colonies,  and  the.  fervice  of  the  nation  mull  not  be  left  undone, 

“ on  account  of  the  fa6lious  obftinacy  of  a provincial  aftembly.  Let  our 
“ legiflature,  for  they  have  an  undoubted  right,  vote  the  Irifti  fupplies; 

“ and  fo  fave  a nation,  that  their  own  obftinate  reprefentatives  endeavour 
“ to  ruin.”  Thefe  paragraphs  having  been  read,  it  was  refolved,  that  they 
were  a falfe  and  infamous  libel  upon  the  proceedings  of  that  houfe,  a daring 
invafion  of  the  parliament,  and  calculated  to  create  groundlefs  jealoufies' 
between  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland:  it  was 
therefore  ordered,  that  the  faid  paper  ftiould  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the 
common  hangman.  And  on  the  ’VYednefday  following,  viz,  the  20th  of 
December,  the  faid  paper  was  burned  before  the  gate  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  in  the  prefence  of  the  ftieriffs 
of  Dublin,  amidft  the  indignant  ftiouts  of  an  immenfe  croud  of  fpeftators, 
who  loudly,  though  without  outrage,  refented  the  infult  offered  to  their 
reprefentatives. 

*On  the  fame  day  (viz.  18th  of  December,  1769)  Sir  Charles  Bingham,  = 
according  to  order,  reported  from  the  committee,  to  whom  it  had  been  re- 
ferred, to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  penlions,  the  matter,  as  it  appeared  to  ‘ 
them,  with  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  thereupon.  The  minifterial  party 
well  knowing,  that  it  was  then  his  excellency’s  intention  to  prorogue  the 
parliament  within  the  week,  and  being  fenfible,  that  the  fubjed  of  penfions ' 
was  too  green  a wound  to  be  then  probed  in  that  temper  of  the  houfe,  moved,  ~ 
that  the  further  confideration  of  the  faid  report  ftiould  be  adjourned  until 
the  firft  Monday  after  the  Chriftmas  holidays : on  this  tender  fubjed  many 
of  the  minifterialifts,  who  had  quitted  their  ranks  on  the  former  queftions, 
rallied  according  to  their  engagements,  and  outvoted  the  patriots:  ninety- 
eight  being  againft  the  agitation  of  the  penfion  lift  at  that  time,  and  eighty- 
nine  only  for  it.  So  trifling  a majority  did  not  encourage  the  lord  lieutenant 
to  hazard  any  more  queftions  before  the  prorogation:  although  no  hint  or ^ 
fuggeftion  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  miniftry,  that  it  v^as  the  intention 
of  government  to  prorogue  the  parliament,  yet  fo  fully  convinced  of  it  were 
the  patriots,  that  on  the  20th  of  that  month  (of  December)  the  commons 
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refolved,  that  it  was  their  undoubted  privilege  to  addrefs  the  chief  governor, 
to  know  whether  he  had  any  inftrudlions  or  entertained  any  intentions  to 
prorogue  the  parliament  at  an  unufual  feafon:  an  addrefs  was  therefore 
agreed  upon,  whereby  it  was  requefted,  his  excellency  would  inform  the 
houfe,  whether  he  had  any  inftructions  or  had  any  intention  to  prorogue  the 
parliament  fooner  than  ufual.  Here  again  the  lord  lieutenant  found  his 
deficiency  in  doing  the  king's  hijinefs:  for  upon  a divifion  on  the  main 
queftion  the  minifter  was  left  once  more  in  a greater  minority  than  ever ; 
there  being  106  for  his  excellency’s  making  the  declaration,  and  73  only 
againft  it.*  On  the  very  next  day,  however,  Sir  George  IMacartney,  the 
fecretary,  reported  to  the  houfe,  that  his  excellency  had  returned  the  follow- 
ing anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

“ I fiiall  always  be  defirous  of  complying  with  your 
“ requeft  when  I can  do  it  with  propriety,  I do  not  think  myfelf  autho- 

rized  to  difclofe  his  majefty’s  inftrudtions  to  me  upon  any  fubjecl,  vdthout 
“ having  received  his  majefty’s  commands  for  fo  doing. ' With  regard  to  my 
“ intentions,  they  will  be  regulated  by  his  majefty’s  inftructions  and  future 
“ events."  This  anfwer  was  neither  ambiguous,  nor  gracious:  paft  events 
had  provoked  it:  and  the  lord  lieutenant  awaited  only  his  juftification  from 
England  of  the  meafure,  which  his  own  judgment  and  difpofition  had  pre- 
determined him  to  adopt.  On  the  day  after  Chriftmas  day  his  excellency 
put  an  end  to  the  feflion. 

A meflage  was  fent  by  the  gentleman  uflier  of  the  black  rod  to  the  com- 
mons to  attend  his  excellency  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  after  the  royal 
aflent  w’as  given  to  two  money  bills,  the  fpeaker  IMr.  John  Ponfonby  made 
the  following  fpeech  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers.* 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ His  majefty’s  faithful  commons  having,  upon  all  occa- 
‘‘  fions,  given  the  ftrongeft,^  and  moft  diftinguillied  proofs  of  their  loyalty, 

* Journ.  Com.  vol.  8,  p.  353. 

t It  is  remarkable  that  the  Journals  of  the  Lords  take  no  notice  of  the  fpeaker’s  fpeech  to  the  lord 
lieutenant;  that  appears  only  in  the  Journals  of  the  Commons  (8  vol.  p.  354.)  and  the  Journals  of 
the  Commons  make  no  mention  of  the  lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech  to  the  commons  : that  appears  in  the 
vol,  4 of  the  Lords  Journals  p.  538,  tlie  whcde  of  which,  with  the  proceedings  and  proteft  are  to  be 
feen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXI« 
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duty,  and  affedlioii  to  his  facred  perfon  and  government,  do  now  attend  your 
“ excellency,  to  prefent  you,  for  the  royal  allent,  two  bills  of  fupply  granted 
‘‘  by  them  this  feffion  of  parliament;  one  for  granting  unto  his  majefty  an 
“ additional  duty  on  beer,  ale,  ftrong  waters,  wine,  tobacco,  hides,  and  other 
“ goods  and  merchandizes  therein  mentioned ; and  for  prohibiting  the  im- 
“ portation  of  all  gold  and  filver  lace,  and  of  all  cambricks  and  lawns,  ex- 
“ cept  of  the  manufadture  of  Great  Britain ; the  other  for  granting  to  his 
“ majefty  the  feveral  duties,  rates,  taxes,  and  impofitions  therein  particu- 
“ larly  exprefled  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  fums 
“ therein  provided  for,  and  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  faid  principal  fums, 
“ in  fuch  manner  as  therein  diredled.  The  commons  are  pleafed  with  every 
“ opportunity  of  teftifying  their  zeal  for  his  majefty’s  fervice ; and  as  they 
“ always  have,  fo  they  ever  will  continue,  to  fupport  and  maintain  his  go- 
“ vernment  with  dignity  and  honor.  They  think  themfelves  perfectly  fecure 
“ under  a prince,  who  confiders  it  as  his  higheft  glory  to  make  all  his  fubjedls 
“ happy ; they  humbly  prefume,  that  their  loyal  and  dutiful  behaviour  will 
“ entitle  them  to  the  continuance  of  his  majefty’s  favor  and  protedlion,  and 
“ they  are  perfuaded,  from  their  knowledge  of  your  excellency’s  regard  to 
“ juftice,  that  they  ftiall  be  reprefented  as  a dutiful,  a loyal,  and  a grateful 
“ people.” 

Whereupon  his  excellency  made  a very  pointed  fpeech  to  the  commons, 
fetting  forth  his  reafons  for  protefting  againft  their  conduct.  Then  the  lord 
chancellor,  by  his  excellency’s  command,  delivered  the  faid  proteft  to  the 
clerks  of  the  parliaments,  which  he  read  at  the  table,  and  kept,  in  order  to 
enter  it  in  the  Journals  of  the  lords  : after  which  the  chancellor,  by  his  ex- 
cellency’s further  command,  declared  the  parliament  prorogued  to  the  20th 
day  of  March  next.  The  commons  upon  their  return  to  their  houfe  gave 
orders,  that  their  clerk  fliould  not  enter  the  lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech  in  their 
Journals. 

The  lord  lieutenant  having  experienced  fo  much  inflexibility  and  difficulty 
in  the  management  of  the  commons  in  the  firft  feflion,  fully  refolved  to  meet 
them  no  more  in  parliament,  till  they  were  more  properly  marflialled,  and 
thoroughly  broken  in  to  every  manoeuvre  of  the  new  tadtics.  His  excellency 
accordingly  by  proclamation  on  the  12th  of  March,  1 770,  prorogued  them 
to  Tuefday  the  ift  of  May  following  : on  the  20th  of  April,  1770,  he  further 
prorogued  them  to  the  28th  of  Auguft,  and  by  three  other  fuccelTive  procla- 
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Illations  he  furtlicr  prorogued  them  to  different  periods,  and  ultimately  to  the 
26th  of  February,  1771,  and  then  to  fit  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs.  This 
meafurc  of  depriving  the  nation  of  all  benefit  of  their  reprefentatives,  becaufe 
a inajority  of  them  had  flood  up  firmly  for  their  privileges,  coupled  with  the 
effect  produced  on  the  nation  by  fome  cavalier  and  angry  expreffions,  which 
had  efcaped  the  fecretary  in  debate,  kept  the  public  mind  in  a ftate  of  fore- 
nefs  and  irritation,  which  was  not  merely  confined  to, Ireland.  On  the  3d 
of  i\Ia3%  1770,  as  foon  as  conveniently  could  be,  after  the  fecond  proroga- 
tion, a motion  was  made  in  the  Britilh  Iloufe  of  Commons,  by  the  Hon. 
Boyle  'Walfingham,*  on  the  late  extraordinary  prorogation  of  the  Irifh  par- 
liament, which  he  introduced  by  a fpeech,  wherein  he  faid,  that  the  ftate  of 
Ireland  was  mofl  deplorable ; that,  in  confcquence  of  the  lafl  unexpedled 
prorogation,  the  following  temporary  laws  had  expired  ; the  a6t  for  afligning 
judgments,  by  vdiich  the  Roman  Catholics  could  alone  obtain  landed  fecu- 
rity  for  their  money ; that  the  tax  upon  hawkers  and  pedlars  had  ceafed, 
which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the  incorporated  fociety  for 
building  Proteftant  charter  fchools  ; that  2800/.  granted  for  public  works, 
&c.  would  remain  unappropriated  in  the  treafury ; that  many  ufeful  laws,  re- 
garding the  late  infurredlions,  and  the  tillage  and  improvements  of  the  coun- 
try, had  expired  ; and  concluded  with  moving,  “ That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
“ prefented  to  his  majeftv,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  di- 
“ redtions,  that  there  be  laid  before  that  houfe,  a cop}.'  of  all  inftrudlions 
“ given  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  relating  to  the  late 
“ fudden  prorogation  of  the  IriOi  .parliament,  at  a time  when  affairs  of  the 
“ greateft  national  importance  to  that  kingdom  were  depending  in  the  faid 
“ parliament,  together  with  the  papers,  on  which  the  faid  inftruclions  were 
“ founded,  and  his  anfwers  thereto  ; and  likewife  a copy  of  a meffage  of  the 
“ 16th  of  November  lafl,  from  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  the  Houfe  of 
“ Commons  of  that  kingdom,  relative  to  the  augmentation  of  the  forces 
“ there,”  which  motion  was  feconded  by  the  Hon.  Conftantine  Phips  ; upon 
which  the  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville  faid,  that  the  late  prorogation  Avas 
unconftitutional ; that  the  Stuarts  had  ever  been  defirous  of  ruling  Avithout 
parliaments  ; that  prorogations  ahvays  folloAved  grants  of  money,  as  Avas  the 
cafe  lately  in  Ireland ; that  adminiflration  had  given  up  the  prerogative  of 

I 
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the  crown  to  obtain  the  augmentation  in  Ireland  ; that  Lord  Townfliend's 
meffage,  and  the  king’s  promife,  were  contrary  to  two  Englilh  a6ts  of  par- 
liament, the  a6l  of  the  laft  feffions  repealing  the  10th  of  King  William,  and 
to  the  13th  of  Charles  the  Second  vefting  the  power  and  difpofition  of  all 
the  land  and  fea  forces  in  the  crown ; that  if  this  promife  were  obferved,  it 
would  be  in  contradidtion  to  thofe  two  ftatutes ; he  believed  deceit  and  de- 
lulion  had  been  hung  out  to  the  Irifli  parliament,  to  induce  them  to  come 
into  the  augmentation. 

He  then  moved,  that  the  papers  relative  to  the  augmentation  alfo  might  be 
laid  before  parliament. 

Lord  North,  in  reply,  faid,  that  the  prorogation  of  the  Iridi  parliament 
was  unavoidable ; the  minifter  would  have  been  impeachable,  if  he  had  ad- 
vifed  otherwife : the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  contrary  to 
Poyning’s  law,  the  grand  bond  of  the  dependence  of  Ireland  upon  England, 
and  warranted  by  the  precedent  of  Lord  Sidney  in  1692;  that,  founded 
upon  that,  he  advifed  the  lord  lieutenant’s  proteft,  and  the  prorogation  of 
the  Iridi  parliament ; that  he  affirmed  his  majefly’s  bounty  from  his  privy 
purfe  would  be  extended  to  the  incorporated  fociety ; that  the  augmentation 
could  be  obtained  from  Ireland  upon  no  other  confideration,  than  the  king’s 
promife  of  12,000  men  being  llationary  at  all  times  in  that  country.  Sir 
William  IMeredith  reverted  to  the  original  propofition  of  his  honorable 
friend  ; the  confideration  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Irilh  parliament ; and  in 
order  thereto,  he  entered  into  a fummary  view  of  Poyning’s  law,  and  thofe 
ftatutes,  which  are  derived  from  it ; ftrongly  urging  that  the  Irilh  Houfe  of 
Commons  had  a right  to  give  their  reafon  for  their  votes,  which  did  not 
impugn  in  the  leaft  the  validity  of  the  ftatute  in  queftion.  He  continued, 
that  he  would  not  then  comment  upon  the  violation  of  the  privileges  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament  by  Lord  Townffiend’s  proteh,  but  content  himfelf  with 
obfcrving,  that  in  a fpeech  of  Sir  George  IMacartney’s,  printed  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him  ill  juftification  of  that  meafure,  he  faid,  that  this  council 
money-bill  was  a line,  which  they  paid  for  the  renewal  of  parliament,  and 
pointed  to  a man  of  great  abilities  in  that  country  ; telling  the  houfe  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  had  loft  his  place  of  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  im- 
peding the  progrefs  of  a fmiilar  bill  at  the  commencement  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty’s  reign,  recommending  it  to  others  to  avoid  a like  fate.  He  then  con- 
tended, that  the  proceedings  of  adminiftrations  in  Ireland  had  been  mgft  ar- 
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bitrary  and  oppreffive.  Their  houfe  had  a coercive  power  over  minifters  in 
every  part  of  the  Britifli  empire  ; and  he  hoped,  that  the  aflfli6ted  country  of 
Ireland,  would  obtain  from  the  Britifli  legiflature,  that  reparation,  which  her 
own  parliament  could  no  longer  give  her  ; and  that  their  policy  and  intereft 
would  induce  them  to  do  that,  which  juftice  loudly  demanded  from  them. 

The  houfe  at  length  divided  upon  the  queftion,  when  66  ivere  for  it,  and 
178  againfl;  it. 

The  augmentation  of  the  army  had  very  confiderably  augmented  the  debt 
of  the  nation,  which  for  two  years  ending  at  Lady  Day,  1769,  amounted  to 
628,883/.  \Ts.  \0{d.  and  the  penfions  during  the  fame  period  amounted  to 
177,052/.  11^.  54:6/.  The  national  diftrefles  called  loudly  for  the  interference 
of  the  legiflature.  All  were  dilTatisfied  : fome  publickly  complained.  The 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  on  the  29th  of  06tober,  1770,  tranfmitted 
an  addrefs  under  their  common  feal  to  his  inajefty,  wherein  they  humbly  in- 
formed him,  that  from  fome  defedts  in  the  laws  relative  to  corn,  flour,  and 
other  necelfaries  of  life,  and  in  the  laws  affedting  the  police  of  that  city  (a 
fituation  from  which  they  could  only  be  relieved  by  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment), his  majefty’s  fubjedls  there  experienced  many  and  great  difficulties, 
and  apprehended  yet  greater ; and  therefore  befought  his  majefty  to  grant 
them  fuch  relief,  as  in  his  royal  wifdom  he  fliould  think  fit.  During  this 
ceffation  of  parliament,  the  lord  lieutenant  redoubled  his  efibrts  to  complete 
his  operofe  fyftem  of  enfuring  a majority  of  individuals.  This  neceffarily  ex- 
pofed  him  to  numberlefs  applications,  to  which  he  neither  had  the  means  nor 
the  will  to  accede.  Anxious  to  perfedt  his  fyftem  with  all  poftible  difpatch, 
he  frequently  found  himfelf  thwarted  by  the  flendernefs  of  his  means,  but 
had  the  addrefs  to  accompany  the  difappointment  or  refufal  with  fome  trait 
of  humour,  which  ingratiated  rather  than  offended  the  Irifh.* 

The  dearth  of  political  virtue  in  Ireland  has  long  been  the  theme  of  lamen- 
tation to  moft  men,  of  derifion  to  fome,  and  even  of  boaft  to  others : the 
hiftorian  has  but  to  fliew,  who  at  different  times  have  fupported,  who  have 
deferted,  and  who  have  refifted  her  caufe.  During  the  long  interval  of  14 
months,  that  Ireland,  greatly  diftreffed  and  impoveriflred,  was  kept  without  a 
parliament,  the  lord  lieutenant  did  not  labour  in  vain  to  bring  over  a confi- 

* It  has  been  generally  fuppoled,  that  this  noble  lord  had  Iketched  and  publillied  a caricature 
(in  which  he  excelled)  of  himfelf,  with  his  hands  and  feet  fettered:  he  had  one  of  them  in  his 
fludy,  and  would  often  humouroufly  point  to  it  by  way  of  apologizing  for  a refufal, 
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derable  portion  of  the  oppofite  party  ; at  the  head  of  which  thoiie  confpi- 
cuous,  the  great  quondam  patriot,  Mr.  Sexton  Pery,  who  was  firft  feated  in 
the  chair  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  with  a promife  of  being  foon  after  raifed 
to  the  peerage.  With  this  acceffion  of  force  the  lord  lieutenant,  on  the  26th 
of  February,  1771?  faced  the  parliament  in  full  confidence;  he  told  them 
in  his  fpeech,  it  was  with  the  truefi:  fatisfa6tion  that  he  obeyed  his  majefty’s 
commands  to  meet  them  again  in  parliament.  He  obferved  in  his  fpeech, 
that  the  then  high  price  of  corn  tvas  an  obje6l  of  the  firft  importance,  and 
demanded  the  moft  ferious  attention  ; at  the  fame  time  he  recommended  the 
continuance  or  revival  of  fuch  laws,  as  fiiould  be  found  to  be  immediately 
necelTary  for  the  general  good  of  that  country.  Addreffes  were  paffed  as 
ufual  to  his  majefty  by  both  houfes,  and  alfo  to  the  lord  lieutenant ; and  the 
commons,  in  their  addrefs  to  the  former,  acknowledged,  with  the  moft  per- 
fect fubmiffion,  that  they  were  ever  tenacious  of  the  honor  of  granting  fup- 
plies  to  his  majefty,  and  of  being  the  firft  movers  therein,  as  they  Avere 
the  voluntary  tribute  of  grateful  hearts  to  the  beft  of  monarchs  ; and  they 
moft  humbly  befought  his  majefty,  that  he  would  not  permit  their  zeal  in 
this  particular  to  be  conftrued  into  an  invafion  of  his  royal  authority,  than 
which  nothing  was  more  diftant  from  their  thoughts  : they  likewife  returned 
their  moft  humble  thanks  to  his  majefty,  for  continuing  his  excellency,  Lord 
Townfliend,  in  the  government  of  that  kingdom.  This  addrefs  was  carried 
by  132  againft  107.  In  confequence  thereof  the  fpeaker  Avrote  the  following 
letter,  Avhich  Avas  communicated  to  the  houfe  by  the  clerk  on  the  4th  of 
iMarch,  1771- 

“ To  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland. 

“ Gent  LEM  EX, 

‘‘  When  I had  the  honor  of  being  unanimoufly  eledled  to  the  chair  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  I entered  on  that  high  office  full  of  the  warmeft  fen- 
“ timents  of  loyalty  to  his  majefty,  and  firm  determination  to  dedicate  my 
“ Avhole  endeaAmur  to  preferve  and  tranfmit  to  my  fucceflbr,  inviolate  the 
“ rights  and  privileges  of  the  commons  of  Ireland.  But  on  the  laft  day  of 
“ the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  was  pleafed 
“ to  accufe  the  commons  of  a great  crime,  Avhich  I am  confident  Avas  far 
“ from  their  intentions,  as  it  CA^r  was  and  ever  ftiall  be  far  from  mine,  that  of 
“ intrenching  upon  his  majefty’s  royal  poAver  and  authority,  and  the  juft  and 
“ undoubted  rights  of  the  croAvn  of  Great  Britain  ; and  as  it  has  pleafed  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  after  this  tranfa6tion,  of 
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“ teftifying  their  approbation  of  his  excellency,  by  voting  him  an  addrefs  of 
thanks  this  fcffion  ; and  as  the  delivery  of  fuch  approbation  to  his  excel- 
“ lency  is  incidental  to  the  office  of  fpeaker,  I beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that 
“ as  fuch  thanks  fcem  to  convey  a cenfure  of  the  proceedings,  and  a reliiir 
‘‘  quidiment  of  the  privileges  of  the  commons,  my  refpeft  to  them  miffi  prevent 
“ my  being  the  inftrument  of  delivering  fuch  addrefs  ; and  therefore  I requeft 
“ you  may  elefil  another  fpeaker,  who  may  not  think  fuch  condudl  incon- 
“ fffient  with  his  honor.  I am,  gentlemen,  your  moft  obliged  and  mofthum- 
hie  fervant,  John  Ponfonby,  fpeaker.” 

The  commons  having  hereupon  proceeded  to  ele6l  a new  fpeaker,  Edmond 
Sexton  Pery,*  Efq.  had  a majority  of  four  votes,  and  was  apjwinted  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Ponfonby. 

IMr.  J.  Ponfonby  on  this  occafion  was  as  much  applauded  by  the  people  for 
his  dignity  of  fpirit  and  purity  of  principle,  as  the  conduct  of  IMr.  Pery  was 
reviled  and  execrated.  As  the  lord  lieutenant  had  now  fecured  a majority  in 
parliament,  his  grand  manoeuvre  Avas  to  do  away  the  effedts  of  the  votes  of 
the  laft  feffion,  and  juftify  his  conduct  in  the  ffiddcn  and  continued  proro- 
gations of  the  parliament.  Nothing  was  permitted  to  pafs  without  a di\  i- 

* The  conduft  and  fpeecli  of  Mr.  Pery  on  this  occafion  befpoke  the  forward  zeal  of  a new 
profelyte. 

“ May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency, 

“ THE  commons  in  parliament  affembled,  have,  in  obedience  to  your  ex- 
cellency’s  command,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a fpeaker,"  and  have  elected  me,  and  now  at- 
“ tend  to  prefent  me  to  your  excellency.  It  would  give  your  excellency  no  favourable  impreffion  of 
my  fincerity,  if  I were  to  purfue  the  ufual  form,  and  affect  to  decline  this  important  office.  I 
confefs  it  is  the  highefl  point  of  my  ambition,  and  if  I have  the  honor  of  your  excellency’s  appro- 
“ bation,  I lhall  endeavour  to  prove  by  my  conduct,  that  I have  not  been  more  felicitous  to  obtain, 
“ than  1 Iball  be  anxious  to  difeharge  the  duties  of  it.”  The  lord  chancellor  receiving  directions 
from  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  faid,  “ Mr.  Pery,  I am  commanded  by  his  excellency 
the  lord  lieutenant,  to  declare  his  full  approbation  of  the' choice,  which  the  commons  have  made 
“ of  you  for  their  fpeaker,  and  he  has  the  ftrongeft  confidence  that  your  knowledge  of  the  laws  and 
conftitution  of  your  country,  your  experience  in  the  bufinefs  of  parliament,  and  your  loyalty  to 
“ the  king,  which  fo  eminently  qualify  you  for  that  important  office,  will  carry  you  through  it 
“ with  honor  and  univerfal  fatisfaction.”  Then  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  “ Since  your  excellency  has  been 
“ pleafed  to  approve  the  choice  of  the  commons,  permit  me  to  make  my  moft  humble  and  grateful 
“ acknowledgments  to  your  excellency,  for  having  exprelTed  your  approbation  in  a manner  fo  gra- 
“ cious,  and  in  terms  fo  honorable  to  me  ; and  to  alfure  your  excellency  that  I fliall  endeavour  to 
''  merit  the  continuance  of  your  excellency’s  favour,  by  the  faithful  difeharge  of  my  duty.” 
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fion  ; upon  each  of  wliich  fucceffively  the  patriots  fell  off.  Tliey  were  how- 
ever refolved  to  leave  to  pofterity  upon  their  Journals  a faithful  portrait  of 
their  fuffering  country  in  that  ftate  of  decline;  they  moved  and  put  the 
queftion,  which  was  lofl  by  a majority  of  123  againftOs,  “ That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  expreffmg,  that  his  faithful  commons  of 
. “ Ireland  have  been  always  moft  ready  to  repofe  the  utmoft  truft  in  the  perfons 
“ employed  in  high  authority  under  his  majefty  ; that  therefore  his  faithful 
“ commons  did  confidently  hope,  that  a law  for  fecuring  the  independency 
“ of  the  judges  of  this  kingdom  would  have  paffed  : fuch  a law  having  been 
“ recommended,  and  promifed  by  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  in  the 
“ fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  the  firft  feffion  of  his  excellency’s  government. 
“ That,  in  like  manner,  as  his  excellency  had  recommended  to  that  houfe,in  his 
“ fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  that  feflion  of  parliament,  an  attention  to  the  high 
“ price  of  corn,  his  majefty ’s  faithful  commons  did  flatter  themfelves,  that 
“ the  tillage  of  the  kingdom  would  have  received  encouragement;  but  that, 
“ on  the  contrary,  in  a feffton  profeffedly  called  for  the  making  and  receiv- 
“ ing  ufeful  laws,  his  majefty’s  commons  had  the  unfpeakable  grief  to  find, 
“ that  two  laws  heretofore  ena6fed,  and  tranfmitted,  in  order  to  be  conti- 
“ nued  and  revived,  for  the  benefit  of  tillage  ; one  for  the  reftraining  of  dif- 
“ tilleries,  the  other  for  a bounty  on  the  carriage  of  corn  coaftways,  had  not 
“ been  returned,  though  calculated  to  meet  and  correfpond  with  the  wiflies  of 
“ government,  expreffed  from  the  throne,  refpecling  that  important  article  to 
“ the  community,  whereby  that  kingdom  has  been  debarred  of  the  benefit  of 
“ tAvo  ufeful  laws ; the  falutary  effe6ls  of  which  they  had  formerly  experi- 
“ rienced,  and  Avhich  the  then  exifting  circumftances  of  that  country,  and 
“ the  morals  of  the  people,  peculiarly  rccpiired.  That  the  fujjpreflion  of  thofe 
“ bills,  and  the  unexpeded  alteration  of  others,  Avhereby  the  hopes  of  that 
“ country,  founded  in  the  declarations  of  his  majefty 's  fervants  there,  had 
“ been  fruftrated,  tended  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  his  ma- 
“ jefty’s  minifters,  fo  effential  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  to  the  happi- 
“ nefs  of  the  fuhject.  That  both  public  and  private  credit  was  in  a very  low 
“ ftate,  that  government  fecurities,  which  ufed  to  bear  a confiderable  pre- 
“ mium,  could  not  then  be  circulated  at  par.  That  money  could  fcarcely 
“ be  obtained,  and  that  the  price  of  land  was  falling.  That  the  circum- 
“ fiances  could  not  fail  to  be  attended  by  melancholy  and  anxious  appre- 
‘‘  henfions  in  the  moft  loyal  of  his  majefty's  fubjecls ; and  imploring  that  his 
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“ majefty  would  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  take  fuch  fteps  for  the  remedy  there- 
“ of,  as  his  royal  wifdom  and  paternal  dignity  iliould  fuggeft.” 

In  the  addrefs  of  the  commons  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  which  was  moved  for 
and  carried  on  the  ]6th  of  May,  two  days  only  before  the  prorogation,  the 
patriots  objedled  to  the  thanks  contained  in  it  for  his  excellency’s  juji  and 
prudent  adminiJlration\  but  on  a divifion  they  were  outvoted  by  106  againft 
51 ; this  addrefs  together  with  the  king’s  anfwer^  to  the  addrefs  of  the  com- 
mons to  the  throne,  was  confidered,  by  the  caftle,  to  have  completely  coun- 
tera6led  the  whole  effedt  of  the  fuccefsful  efforts  of  the  patriots  in  the  laft 
feffion,  and  to  have  given  the  exprefs  royal  fanftion  to  every  part  of  the 
viceroy’s  conduct. 

The  addrefs  of  the  lords  to  the  king  contained  the  following  paragraph: 
“ We  have  the  trueft  fenfe  of  the  many  inllances,  which  your  majefty  has 
“ been  pleafed  to  afford  us  of  your  paternal  care,  and  particularly  your  con- 
“ tinuing  the  Lord  Vifcount  Townfliend  in  the  government  of  this  kingdom, 
“ of  which,  as  his  experience  enables  him  to  form  the  trueft  judgment,  fo 
“ his  candor  and  integrity  will  we  doubt  not,  move  him  to  make  the  jufteft 
“ reprefentation.”  A warm  debate  took  place  upon  the  queftion  being  put, 
that  the  faid  paragraph  do  ftand  part  of  the  addrefs;  Avhich  was  carried  by 
thirty  againft  fifteen.  The  proteft  entered  by  fixteen  lords  on  this  occafion, 
is  an  authentic  and  very  precife  hiftorical  document  of  the  grounds  and 

* 2nd  of  May,  1771.  Journ.  Com.  vol.  8.  p.  383.  The  Right  Honorable  Sir  George  Macart- 
ney informed  the  houfe,  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  to  acquaint 
them,  that  his  majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  return  a moft  gracious  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  this 
houfe,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  the  fame  was  read  by  Mr. 
Speaker  (all  the  members  being  uncovered)  and  is  as  foDoweth, 

" Geokge  R. 

“ His  majefty  thanks  the  houfe  of  commons  for  the  many  warm  expreflions  of 
affeSion  and  loyalty  contained  .in  their  addrefs,  and  for  their  congratulations  on  the  increafe  of 
his  family. 

“ His  majefty  is  extremely  glad  to  find  that  the  opportunity  he  has  given  them  of  confulting  to- 
gether,  at  this  time,  for  the  general  good  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  has  been  received  by  them 
with  fo  much  fatisfadion,  and  he  trufts  it  will  be  prodndive  of  every  benefit  to  the  public  that 
they  could  defire. 

“ His  majefty  is  well  pleafed  with  the  aflurances  given  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  of  their  regard 
for  his  rights  and  thofe  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  which  it  is  his  indifpenfable  duty  to  aflert, 
and  which  he  fhall  ever  think  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  maintain. 

G.  R.” 
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nature  of  the  oppofition  made  in  parliament  to  that  lord  lieutenant’s  admt- 
niftration. 

*Dilfentient. 

1 ° Becaufe  the  repeated  proofs  we  have  of  his  majefty’s  paternal  tender- 
nefs  towards  his  people,  convince  us,  that  a mifreprefentation  of  his  faithful 
commons  could  alone  have  determined  his  royal  bread  to  exert  his  un- 
doubted prerogative  of  proroguing  his  parliament  at  a crifis,  when  the  ex- 
piration of  laws  elfential  to  the  well-being  of  this  kingdom,  feemed  peculiarly 
to  point  out  the  mod  urgent  demand  for  the  adidance  of  the  legiflature : at 
a time,  when  the  commons  had  given  a recent  efficacious  tedimony  of  their 
unremitting  zeal  for  his  majedy’s  fervice,  by  voting  an  augmentation  of  his 
majedy’s  forces;  a meafure,  which  had  been  reprcfented  to  parliament  as 
highly  acceptable  to  the  king;  at  a feafon  too,  when  the  fuddennefs  of  this 
unexpedled  mark  of  royal  difpleafure,  rendered  its  confequences  almod  irri- 
trievably  fatal  to  the  nation,  infomuch,  that  we  fee,  with  the  deeped  concern, 
an  extraordinary  deficiency  in  his  majedy’s  revenue,  proceeding  from  th6 
declining  date  of  our  credit,  trade,  and  manufa6lures,  thereby  occafioned. 

2®  Becaufe  the  unbounded  confidence  we  repofe  in  his  majedy’s  inviolate 
regard  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  conditution,  afiures  us,  that  the 
attempt,  which  has  been  lately  made,  to  infringe  that  balance,  indefeazably 
infeparable  from  its  very  formation,  by  entering  upon  the  journals  of  this 
houfe  a proted,  animadverting  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, was  the  refult  of  pernicious  counfels,  infidioufly  calculated  to  alienate 
the  affe6lions  of  the  mod  loyal  fubjedls,  from  the  mod  amiable  of  princes : an 
opinion,  in  which  we  conceive  ourfelves  by  fo  much  the  better  founded,  as 
this  imconditutional  extenfion  is  unprecedented ; (fave  only  in  one  indance) 
which  was  followed  by  jud  difapprobation  of  the  fovereign,  tedified  by  the 
immediate  removal  of  the  chief  governor.  We  further  conceive,  that  as 
the  conditution  of  this  kingdom  is,  in  refpe6t  to  the  didindl  departments  of 
the  crown,  the  lords,  and  the  commons,  one  and  the  fame  Avith  that  of 
Great  Britain;  we  Ihould  depart  not  only  from  our  duty  to  our  king,  and  to 
this  our  country,  but  likewife  from  that,  which  we  owe  to  Great  Britain,  if 
in  our  high  capacity  of  hereditary  great  council  of  Ireland  to  the  crown, 
we  Ihould  acquiefee  under  an  attempt,  which  manifeftly  tends  to  fubvert 

* Lords  Journ.  to).  4.  p.  545, 
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that  reciprocal  independence  of  the  three  eftates,  which  is  the  bafis  of  its  fe- 
curity. 

3°  Becaufe  the  juftice  and  piety,  which  tliine  confpicuous  in  our  fovereign, 
as  well  in  his  domeftic  life  as  on  the  throne,  do  not  futfer  us  to  fuppofe,  that 
this  difmiffion  of  trufty  nobles  and  commoners  from  his  majefty’s  privy 
council ; the  former  only,  becaufe  they  made  a juft  exercife  of  their  here- 
ditary birth-right  as  peers  of  the  realm,  the  latter,  on  account  only  of  their 
parliamentary  condu6t,  can  have  proceeded  from  the  truly-informed  inten- 
tion of  fo  great  and  good  a prince. 

4®  Becaufe  moderation,  firmnefs,  conftftency,  a due  diftin6live  regard  to 
all  ranks  of  perfons,  a regular  fyftem  of  adminiftration,  being,  as  we  conceive, 
indifpenfably  requifite  to  the  fupport  and  dignity  of  government,  and  to  the 
conduct  of  his  majefty’s  affairs,  we  cannot,  Avithout  violation  of  truth  and 
juftice,  return  thanks  to  the  king  for  continuing  a chief  governor,  who  in 
contempt  of  all  forms  of  bufinefs  and  rules  of  decency,  heretofore  refpedled 
by  his  predeceflbrs,  is  a6luated  only  by  the  moft  arbitrary  caprice  to  the 
detriment  of  his  majefty’s  interefts,  to  the  injury  of  this  opprefled  country, 
and  to  the  unfpeakable  vexation  of  perfons  of  every  condition. 


Leinfter,  (by  proxy) 

Weftmeath, 

Lanefborough, 

Shannon, 

Mornington, 

Lifle, 

Powerfcourt, 

Char  lem  out. 


Baltinglafs, 
IMount-Calhell, 
IMoira,  (by  proxy) 
Longford, 

I.outh, 

Bedtive, 

jMolefworth, 

Bellamont, 


And  when  on  the  fame  day  it  was  rcfolved,  that  the  addrefs  to  the  lord 
lieutenant,  then  before  the  houfe,  fliould  ftand  the  addrefs  of  that  houfe:  the 
fame  fixteen  peers*  protefted  againft  it.  Becaufe  the  addrefs  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  having  contained  acknowledgments  of  thanks  to  his  excellency 
for  his  conduct  in  the  government  of  that  kingdom,  to  which  they  were  con- 
fcious  he  had  not  any  juft  claim,  they  had  therefore  conceived  it  to  be  their 


* Thefe  fame  lords  alfo  protefted  againft  the  motion  for  entering  the  lord  lieutenant’s  proteft  on 
their  journals  : it  is  alfo  a well  confidered,  well  worded  and  truly  conftitutional  reprefentation  of 
that  extraordinary  and  illegal  meafure  of  Lord  Townlhend : which  fee  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXII. 
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tluty  to  withhold  even  that  accuflomed  compliment.  No  policy  is  more  iin- 
•wife,  than  to  attempt  to  fupprefs  from  a nation  (as  from  an  individual)  in 
debt  the  real  Rate  of  its  finanees.  It  appears  evident,  from  the  arguments 
of  the  Rill  uncorrupted  patriots  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  from  the  proteRs 
of  the  fixteen  peers,  from  the  Rate  of  the  national  accounts  Rill  upon  record, 
and  from  other  hiRorical  documents,  that  the  national  debt  of  Ireland  very 
heavily  accumulated  during  the  adminiRration  of  Lord  TownRend  : yet  we 
Rnd,  that  after  the  experience,  which  two  years  and  a quarter  had  given  him 
nfthe  inadequacy  of  the  fifcal  refources  of  that  kingdom  to  anfwer  his  new 
plan  of  keeping  up  the  EngUJh  inter eji,  he  refrained  from  calling  on  the 
eommons  for  any  fupplies,  alledging  in  his  fpeech  to  parliament,  on  the  26th 
of  February,  177  L that  with  very  ftri6l  (economy,  the  duties  granted  laR 
feRion  would  be  fufiicient  to  anfwer  the  expen ces  of  his  majeRy’s  govern- 
ment; and  therefore  he  Nvould  alk  no  further  Ripply. 

The  confidence,  with  which  Lord  Townfhend  met  the  parliament  in  Oc- 
fober  1771,  was  Rrongly  depidtured  in  his  fpeech,  “ My  experience,”  faid 
his  excellency,  “ of  3'^our  attachment  to  his  majeRy’s  perfon,  and  of  your 
“ zeal  for  the  public  fervice,  aRords  me  the  beR  grounded  hopes,  that  no- 
“ thing  will  be  wanting  on  your  part  to  co-operate  with  his  majefty's  graci- 
“ ous  intentions  to  promote  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  this  kingdom,  and 

when  to  this  confideration  I add  my  remembrance  of  j^our  kind  regard 
“ for  the  eafe  and  honor  of  my  adminiRration,  I feel  the  moR  fenfible  pleafure 
“ in  the  prefent  opportunity,  which  his  majeRy  has  given  me  of  meeting 
“ you  a fourth  time  in  parliament.”*  NotwdthRanding  his  boaRed  oeconomy, 
Avhich  prevented  his  application  to  the  commons  for  any  further  Ripply  in 
.the  laR  feflion,  he  now  told  them,  that  it  was  with  concern,  that  he  muR  afk 
a fum  of  money  to  difcharge  the  arrears  already  incurred  on  his  majeRy’s 
eRablifliments,  but  that  they  would  find,  they  had  been  unavoidable;  for 
that  the  Rrideft  (Economy  had  been  ufcd,  not  onl^'  in  the  charges  of  the  late 
augmentation,  upon  which  a very  large  faving  had  been  made,  but  in  the 
rredudion  of  the  Raff,  which  was  then  diminkhed  to  the  number  dire6led  by 
-his  majeftyA 

Another 

* Journ.  Com.  vol.  8.  p.  403. 

f Very  ftrong  objedtions  have  been  made  to  the  unconftitutional  fyfterti  of  Lord  Towthend’s  ad- 
miniftration  both  in  and  out  of  parliament  : but  he  had  now  fo  completed  his  lyftem  of  managing 
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Another  part  of  the  lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech  referred  to  the  illegal  affoci- 
ations  and  audacious  outrages  committed  in  divers  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
but  efpecially  in  the  north,  which  deferved  their  moft  ferious  attention,  being 
as  deftru6tive  to  commerce,  as  difgraceful  to  liberty;  the  parliamentary  pro- 
ceeding upon  this  recommendation,  was  a ftill^  llronger  illuftration  of  the 
unconftitutional  tendency  of  the  meafures  and  general  fytlem  of  that  noble- 
man’s adminiftration.  One  of  the  infurgents,  charged  with  felony,  had  been 
apprehended  and  carried  to  Belfaft,  and  there  confined  in  order  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  county  jail.  Provoked  by  this  treatment  of  their  aflbciate, 
feveral  thoufands  of  them  proceeded  to  Belfaft,  to  refcue  the  prifoner.  When 
intelligence  of  this  reached  the  town,  it  being  refolved  not  to  give  him  up, 
he  was  removed  to  the  barrack,  and  placed  under  a guard  of  foldiers.  The 
Steel  Boys  prefled  forward  to  the  barrack,  firmly  determined  to  effect  a refcue. 
The  confequence  in  all  probability,  would  have  been  fatal  to  many  on  both 
fides  and  to  the  town,  had  not  a gentleman  of  commanding  influence,  inter- 
pofed,  at  the  rifque  of  his  life,  and  prevailed  with  the  military  to  fet  the  pri- 
foner at  liberty.  Being  delivered  up  to  his  aflbciates,  they  marched  off  in 
triumph.  One  houfe  only  experienced  the  efFe6ts  of  their  refentment. 
Many,  who  were  engaged  in  this  enterprize,  returned  home,  and  had  after- 
wards no  further  connexion  with  the  rioters:  yet  their  numbers  daily  en-- 
creafed,  and  their  fpirit  extended  to  the  neighbouring  counties.  Befides  the 

the  houfe  of  commons,  that  he  was  fare  on  all  occafions  of  one  tliird  majorlty.on  any  queflion  : and  ’ 
it  is  remarkable,  that  by  fuch  majority  did  he  carry  the  queftion  on  feventeen  different  divilions, 
which  took  place  in  the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  two  firft  days  of  the  feflion.  Moft  of  thefe  quef- 
tions  arofe  upon  the  eulogies  contained  in  the  addrcfles  upon  the  lord  lieutenant’s  condudt  and 
adminiftration.  Some  however  turned  upon  mere  matters  of  faff,  which  tlic  patriots  charged  him 
with  having  defignedly  mifreprefented  in  order  to  deceive  the  people.  One  of  the  queftions,  upon- 
which  they  divided,  was  upon  a propofal  to  infert  in  the  addrefs  the  following  words  : notwith- 
“ (landing  that  the  faid  refolution  was  propofed  to  obviate  the  tendency  of  that  part  of  the  lord 
” lieutenant’s  fpeech  wherein  he  infinuates,  that  the  dedudtions  made  from  the  revenue  for  payment 
" of  grants,  for  premiums,  bounties,  and  public  works,  were  the  caufe  of  the  great  arrears  men- 
" tioned  in  his  excellency’s  fpeech.”  Another  divifion  took  place  upon  a motion  for  adding  the 
following  words  to  the  addrefs  : “ notwithftanding  we  muft  obferve,  that  two  of  tlie  gentlemen, 
“ who  religned  the  ftaff,  are  aged  and  infirm,  fo  that  the  public  are  not  likely  to  receive  fo  much 
” benefit  from  that  alteration,  as  was  gracioufly  intended  by  his  majefly:  and  that  a pen  (ion  of 
200/.  a year  has  been  granted  to  General  Lambert,  and  SOQh  a year  to  his  wife,  in  confideration 
of  his  long  and  faithful  fervices,  making  in  all  500/.  a year,  which  is  within  4?/.  lOi.  of  the 
faving  accruing  to  the  public  from  his  refignation.”  Vide  Com.  Journ,  to/.  8.  p,  408. 
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oaths,  which  they  exa6led,  they  ill  treated  individuals  and  deftroyed  houfes; 
and  feveral  were  guilty  of  other  flagrant  a6ts  of  inhumanity.  Some  of  them 
were  taken  and  tried  at  Carrickfergus ; but  whether  from  want  of  evidence, 
from  fear  of  incurring  the  refentment  of  the  populace,  or  from  partiality  in 
the  witnefles  and  the  jury,  they  Avere  acquitted.  On  this  account  the  legif- 
lature  pafled  an  adt,  by  which  all  perfons  indi6led  of  fuch  offences  Avere  or- 
dered to  be  tried  in  counties  different  from  thofe,  in  Avhich  the  exceffes  Avere 
committed.  In  confequence,  feveral  of  the  Steel  Boys,  againfl;  whom  exami- 
nations had  been  taken,  Avere  carried  to  Dublin  and  put  upon  their  trial. 
Butfo  flrong  Avas  the  prejudice  conceived  againft  this  neAV  laAV,  that  no  jury 
there  Avould  find  any  of  them  guilty. 

But  Avhen  the*  obnoxious  a6l  Avas  repealed,  reflexion  took  place,  and  the 

pernicious 


* This  aft  n and  12  of  Geo.  III.  c.  v,  was  entituled,  An  AR  for  the  more  effeRual  Punifiing 
wicked  and  diforderly  perfons,  who  have  committed,  or  fall  commit  violences  and  do  injuries  to 
“ perfons  or  properties  of  any  of  his  Majejly's  fubjecis  in  the  Counties  of  Antrim,  Down,  Armagh,  - 
City  and  County  of  Londonderry,  and  County  of  Tyrone,  or  any  of  them;  or  who  fall  deliver  or 
publif  ThreateningLetters,  or  xcho  refjl  or  oppofe  the  levying  the  public  Taxes  in  the  faid  Counties, 

“ or  any  of  them;  and  for  the  more  effeSual  bringing  to  Juftice  certain  Offenders  therein  mentioned." 
And  the  fixth  feftion  of  it  is  to  the  following  efteft,  “ and  whereas  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe, 
that  fuch  wicked  perfons  have  been  greatly  encouraged  in  the  commiffion  of  fuch  enormous 
crimes  by  tlieir  hopes  of  being  acquitted,  if  to  be  tried  by  the  petty  juries  of  their  refpeftive 
counties : for  the  more  impartial  trial  of  all  perfons  fo  as  aforefaid  offending,  be  it  enafted  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that  if  any  indiftment  or  indiftments  for  offences  committed,  fince  the 
firft  day  of  January  laft,  or  which  tliall  be  committed  againft  the  faid  afts  of  the  twenty-ninth 
“ reign  of  his  late  majefty  George  the  Second  and  the  fifth  of  his  prefent  majefty,  herein  before 
“ mentioned,  or  either  of  them,  or  for  high  treafon  or  murder  committed  fince  the  firft  day  of 
January  laft,  or  to  be  committed  hereafter,  or  for  any  offence  or  offences,  which  fliall  hereafter  be 
" committed  againft  this  aft,  lliall  be  found  in  any  of  the  faid  counties,  where  fuch  offences  fhall  be 
committed,  the  offender  or  offenders  to  be  mentioned  in  fuch  indiftment  or  indiftments,  may  be 
proceeded  againft  and  tried  upon  indictment  or  indictments  for  fuch  offences  before  fuch  cora- 
" miflioners  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  as  fliall  be  afligned  by  the  king’s 
majefty’s  commiffion  under  the  great  feal  of  this  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the  good  and  lawful 
" men  of  the  body  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  or  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  as  refpectively 
“■  fliall  be  appointed  in  fuch  commiffion,  and  at  fuch  place  within  the  faid  counties  or  either  of  them 
as  fliall  be  appointed  in  faid  commiflion ; and  fuch  proceeding  fliall  be  valid  and  effectual  in  the 
“ law,  as  if  tlie  offence  had  been  done  within  the  county,  where  the  fame  fliall  be- tried  and  fuch 
“ indictment  or  indictments  in  fuch  cafes,  fliall  be  certified  unto  fuch  comniiflioners  upon  his  nia- 
jefty’s  Avrit  of  certiorari,  to  be  iffued  for  that  piirpofe  j and  that  in  all  fuch  cafes  no  challenge  to 
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pernicious  confequence  of  tlie  principles  and  the  condu6t  of  the  infurgent?; 
began  to  be  viewed  by  the  people  in  the  true  light.  Once  more  fome  of 
them  were  tried  in  their  refpe6tive  counties.  The  indictments  were  proved, 
and  they  were  condemned  and  executed.  Thefe  examples,  with  proper 
exertions  of  the  military,  extinguitlied  the  commotion ; though  the  confe- 
quences  of  it  produced  effeCts  that  were  permanent,  and  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  country.  In  a fliort  time,  many  thoufands  of  its  inhabitants  emi- 
grated to  America. 

The  great  ground  of  oppofition  to  Lord  Townfliend’s  adminiftration  was, 
that  in  fupporting  the  government  by  unconftitutional  means,  he  *>deprived 
the  country  of  that  bafis  of  freedom  and  happinefs,  to  vdiich  by  the  fair 
enjoyment  of  its  conftitution  it  was  entitled.  When  therefore  the  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  the  king  was  reported  to  the  lioufe  by  Mr.  Fofter,  of  which  the 
fecond  paragraph  began  in  thefe  w'ords,  “ fVe  are  fully  perfuaded,  that  the 
“ fupport  of  your  majejlys  government  is  the  great  and  firm  bafis  of  the  firee- 
“ dom  and  happinefs  of  this  country  f an  amendment  was  propofed,  that  be- 
fore the  word the  word  cojifiitutional  {[\o\x\di  he  inferted  ; it  was  ne- 
gatived by  a majority  of  88  againftsS.* 

The  baneful  example  of  the  chief  governor’s  marflialiing  the  ranks  of 
^-parliament  encouraged  the  already  too  deeply  rooted  principle  of  defpotifm 
• throughout  the  nation.  Not  only  the  great  lords  and  real  owners  of  land 
exercifed  in  general  a moft  ferocious  rule  over  their  inferiors;  but  that  ob- 
noxious race  of  felf-created  gentlemen,  whofe  confequence  and  virtue  con- 
fided in  not  being  Papifts,  and  whofe  loyalty  was  mere  luft  for  perfecuting 
and  opprefling  them,  were  uncontrolable  in  their  petty  tyranny.  Even  the 
. lord  lieutenant  was  fo  fenfible  of  it,  that  being  refolved  to  pardon  a Catholic 
gentleman  unjuftly  found  guilty,  he  -withdrew  the  hand  of  mercy,  with  this 
refleClion : I fee  them  refolved  upon  his  blood ; fo  he  may  as  well  go  now. 

The 

“ the  array  or  the  polls  fhall  lye,  orbe  allowed,  by  reafon  that  the  j u rors  do  not  ot  have  not  come  from 
“ the  proper  county  or  place,  where  the  offence  was  committed,  or  by  reafon,  that  the  trial  is  out  of 
the  county  or  place,  where  fuch  offence  was  committed ; but  neverthelefs  upon  the  trials  of  fuch 
offences  the  challenge  to  any  juror  for  want  of  freehold  in  the  county  where  the  fame  lliall  be  tried 
" by  virtue  of  this  aft,  and  all  other  due  challenges  to  jurors  fhall  be  allowed,  any  thing  in  this  prefent 
**  aft  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithflanding.” 

* During  this  adminiftration  we  find  by  the  Journals  mentioning  the  tellers  upon  the  different 
dii'ifions,  that  three  of  the  moft  forward  and  conftant  fupporters  of  every  government  queftion 
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The  remainder  of  Lord  Townfhend’s  adminiftratlon  went  over  without  any 
further  incident  worthy  of  notice,  either  from  the  oppofition  of  the  patriots 
within,  or  the  difturbance  of  other  perfons  out  of  parliament.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  the  whole  of  this  lord’s  adminidration  diould  have  paffed  without 
any  public  a6l,  or  the  agitation  of  any  queftion  concerning  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. LordTownfliend’s  natural  humanity  and  benevolence  concurring  with 
the  known  difpofition  of  his  gracious  majefly  to  lenity  and  liberality,  foftened 
as  much  as  poffible  the  rigor  and  fliarpnefs  of  the  exifting  laws.  His  lord- 
iliip  could  not  however  retire  from  a fituation,  which  he  had  holden  for 
near  five  years,  without  having  given  fome  proof  of  his  zeal  for  promoting 
the  Protefiant  religion.  Having  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  profelytizing  for  the 
Rate,  he  recommended  to  parliament  his  own  fpecific  in  gaining  converts  to 
the  church.  Such  efficacy  did  he  annex  even  to  the  fmalleft  penfion,  that 
he  conceived  an  additional  10/.  per  ann.  a more  powerful  lure  to  bring  over 
the  Catholic  clergy,  than  any  of  the  means  of  rigor  or  intimidation  enadied 
by  former  ftatutes.  A provifion  had  been  made  by  the  8th  of  Ann,  that 
every  Popifli  prieR,  who  had  or  fliould  become  Proteftant,  and  be  approved  of 
as  a convert,  fliould  have  3()/.  yearly  for  his  maintenance,  until  provided  for 
by  fome  ecclefiaffical  preferment  beyond  that  amount.  But  by  an  a6l  of 
this  feffion  itivas  recited,  that  it  had  been  found  by  experience,  that  the  for- 
mer a6l  had  not  anfwered  the  purpofes  intended,  efpecially  as  the  provi/ion 
made  as  aforefaid  for  fuch  Popifh  priejis  is  in  no  rfpe^t  a fuffi dent  encourage- 
ment for  Popijh  pi'iefs  to  become  converts;  it  was  therefore  enacted,  that 
40/.  fliould  in  future  be  allowed  annually,  in  lieu  of  30/.  to  every  Popifli 
* prieft  converted  from  the  Popifli  to  the  Proteftant  religion.  The  multipli- 
cation of  thefe  allowances  up  to  the  heighth  of  the  moll  profelytizing  zeal 
could  not  interfere  with  the  civil  lift  of  penfioners,  as  thefe  fpiritual  dou- 


were  Mr.  Monk  Mafon,  Mr.  Fofter,  and  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  : and  hiftorical  juftice'obliges  us  to  re- 
mark, that  the  truth  or  falfity  of  the  propofitions  little  availed,  provided  it  were  made  a govern- 
ment queftion.  Thus  befidcs  the  inftances  already  adduced,  we  find  upon  tlie  Journals  (8  vol.  iii) 
the  following  refolution  negatived  on  the  8th  of  March,  1706:  “That  it  be  refolved,  that  the 
“ office  of  a commitfioiier  of  his  majefty’s  revenue  would  be  better  executed  by  a perfon  refident  in 
“ this  kingdom,  than  by  an  abfentee."  During  this  feflion  of  1771,  died  Dr.  Lucas,  whom,  froin 
his  firft  entrance  into  political  life,  no  promifes  or  offers  could  feduce  from  untainted  patriotifm  3.  in 
this  particular  he  has  been  more  admii'ed  than  imitated  by  his  countrymen. 

X * 11  and  12  Geo.  III.  c.  xxvii. 
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ceurs  were  to  be  levied  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftri^l,  wherein  the  convert 
laft  refided.* 

This  a<R  for  the  encouragement  of  converts  to  the  Proteftant  religion  was 
alfo  in  fome  meafure  deemed  neceflary  to  counterbalance  the  effe6ts  of 
another  a6l  made  in  the  fame  feffion,  fuppofed  to  be  very  favourable  to  the 
Catholics,  and  which  in  times  of  lefs  liberality  had  been  repeatedly  thrown 
out  of  parliament,  as  tending  to  encourage  Popery  to  the  detriment  and 
prejudice  of  the  Pi’oteftant  religion.  This  was  A7i  A8:  to  tncourage  'the 
I'eclabning  of  unprofitable  Bogsf  This  a6t  recites,  that  there  w^ere  large 
tra6ts  of  deep  bogs  in  feveral  counties  of  tlie  kingdom,  which  in  their  then 
Rate  were  not  only  unprofitable,  but  by  their  damps  rendered  the  air  un- 
wdiolefome;  and  it  had  been  found  by  experience,  that  fuch  bogs  w^ere  capa- 
ble of  improvement,  and  of  being  converted  into  arable  or  pafture  land,  if 
encouragement  Avere  given  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people  to  apply  their  induf- 
try  to  the  reclaiming  of  them.  It  therefore  enacted,  that,  notwithftanding 
the  laws  then  in  force,  any  Catholic  might  be  at  liberty  to  take  a leafe  of 
fifty  plantation  acres  of  fuch  bog,  and  one  half  an  acre  of  arable  land  adjoin- 
ing thereto,  as  a fite  for  a houfe,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  delving  for  gravel  or 
limeftone,  for  manure,  at  fuch  rent,  as  flmuld  be  agreed  upon  between  him  and 
the  owmer  of  the  foil,  as  alfo  from  ecclefiaftical  or  bodies  corporate;  and  for 
further  encouragement,  the  tenant  was  to  be  free  for  the  firfi:  feven  years 
from  all  tythes  and  ceffes;  but  it  was  provided,  that  if  half  of  the  bog  de- 
mifed  were  not  reclaimed  at  the  end  of  twenty-one  years,  the  leafe  Ihould  be 
void;  and  no  bog  w’as  to  be  confidered  unprofitable,  unlefs  the  depth  of  it 
from  the  furface,  when  reclaimed,  were  four  feet  at  leaft;  and  no  perfon  was 
to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  a6t,  unlefs  he  reclaimed  ten  plantation 
acres;  and  the  a6l  was  not  to  extend  to  any  bog  within  one  mile  of  a city 
or  market  towm.lj: 

When 

•*  The  confequence,  which  by  this  a£t  appears  to  have  been  annexed  to  tlie  paltry  fum  of  ten 
pounds  per  annum,  rather  juftifies  the  wit  of  the  Irilli  (they  will  be  witty  on  the  graved;  fubjefts) 
upon  the  efficacy  oi  To-wnJ}iend's  golden  drops;  upon  which,  fongs,  fquibs,  toafts,  and  epigrams 
were  endlefs. 

t 1 1 and  12  Geo.  III.  c.  xxi. 

X I have  been  rather  particular  in  detailing  the  fubftance  of  this  adl,  in  order  to  give  legiflative 
proof  of  the  unnatural  and  unaccountable  parlimony,  with  which  the  Irilh  government  heretofore 

dealt 
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When  Lord  Townfliend  met  the  parliament  for  the  laft  time,  after  the 
common  place  topics  of  congratulations  and  thanks  for  their  long  and 
clofe  attention  to  public  bufinefs;  he  particularly  alfured  the  commons, 
that  he  fliould  faithfully  apply  the  fupplies  granted  at  the  beginning  of  that 
feffion  to  the  fupport  of  his  majelly’s  eftablhhment,  and  to  the  advancement 
of  the  public  fervice.  Yet  that  the  arrears  incurred  before  their  meeting 
upon  his  majefty’s  eftablifliment  civil  and  military  had  made  it  neceflary  for 
him  to  borrow  100,000/.  immediately  after  the  a6l  was  paifed;  and  that  that 
fum  not  fufficing,  he  had  fmce  been  obliged  to  raile  the  remaining  100,000/. 
being  the  full  extent  of  the  credit  entrufted  to  him  by  that  a6t.  We  have 
feen  that  fome  fruitlefs  di^dflons  were  made,  upon  the  different  conceptions, 
which  the  patriots  had  of  the  lieutenant’s  applications  of  the  revenue,  to  the 
advancement  of  the  public  fervice;  they  did  not  confider  the  public  purfe 
liable  to  any  of  thefe  appropriations  by  way  of  bargain  or  remuneration,  by 
which  they  openly  charged  the  lord  lieutenant  with  having  obtained  a 
majority  of  the  members,  in  his  fupport,  and  kept  them  Ready  in  their  ranks. 


dealt  out  juftice  even  to  themfelves  and  country.  Such  extreme  bigotry  could  not  be  credited,  if 
the  public  records  of  the  nation,  even  as  late  as  1771,  did  not  proclaim  it  in  every  line  of  the  above- 
mentioned  aft.  The  liberal  and  philofophical  Dr.  Campbell  has  given  us  a ftriking  inftance  of  the 
backvvardnefs  of  government,  in  earlier  days,  to  encourage  or  promote  the  advantages,  which  nature 
has  laviflied  on  that  country.  Writing  from  Calhel  in  1775,  he  fays,  that  the  firft  place  he  flopped 
at  in  the  province  of  Munfler,  going  from  Kilkenny,  was  a little  village  called  Killynaul ; there  he 
entered  into  converfation  with  his  landlord.  (P.  120.)  “ Upon  my  fuppofing,  in  my  turn,  that  the 

clear  fire  before  me  was  of  Kilkenny  coal,  his  anfwer  was  fomewhat  indignant,  yet  fraught  with 
information.”  “ Arrah  no!  my  dear  jewel,  for  by  Shafus  we  have  as  good  coal  as  Kilkenny 
“ ourfelves,  ay  and  better  too.  The  devil  an  inch  you  rode  to  day  but  upon  coal  pits.  Sure  it  is 
“ we,  that  ferve  all  Munfler  with  coals,  and  Connaught  too.  Did  not  tlte  Dutch  boors  offer  to  their 
“ countryman.  King  William,  that,  if  he  would  let  them  live  by  the  laws  of  Holland,  that  they 
would  make  meadow  ground  of  the  whole  bog  of  Allen,  and  carry  the  coals  of  Killinaul,  through 
“ their  canals,  all  over  Ireland,  ay  and  England  too.  For  you  fee,  that  our  coal  is  the  hottefl  coal 
in  the  univerfe,  and  the  only  coal  for  drj'ing  malt  with,  becaufe  it  has  no  fmoke,  and  therefore 
“ gives  the  beer  neither  tafle  nor  fmell.”  He  then  touched  upon  the  affair  of  the  J'Fhite  Boys,  to 
whom  he  was  no  friend.  He  faid  they  had  been  in  that  town  the  very  night  before.  You  have 
heard  of  thefe  banditti.  I am  not  yet  in  pofleflion  oi  the  true  ftate  of  their  cafe.  For  it  is  fo  vari- 
oufly  reprefented  in  this  country,  that  one  muftliflen  with  attention,  aixl  aflent  with  caution.  But 
the  whole  country  round  Killinaul  bears  upon  the  very  face  of  it  an  evident  and  fuflicient  caufe  for 
tlieir  infurgency ; if  infurgency  it  may  be  called,  where  each  houfekeeper  difclaims  all  conneftion 
with  the  wretches  concerned. 
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Every  effort  to  countervail  the  fyftein  fo  fuccefsfully  eftabliflied  by  this 
lord  lieutenant  became  not  only  negatively  fruitlefs,  but  politively  mif- 
chievous  by  encreafing  the  evil  and  extending  the  infe6tion.  As  this  gover- 
nor had  completely  fucceeded  in  his  arduous  attempt  of  reducing  the  parlia- 
mentary influence  of  Ireland  to  the  uncontrolable  diredtion  of  the  caftle,  he 
took  care  in  this  farewell  fpeech  to  leave  fuch  a portrait,  as  he  wiflied  to  hand 
down  to  pofterity  of  his  adminiftration  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

“ His  majefty  gave  it  in  exprefs  command  to  me,  to  make  your  inteveft 
“ and  profperity  the  great  objedl  of  my  adminiftration,  and  my  own  incli- 
“ nation  incited  me  to  a ftridl  and  zealous  performance  of  that  duty.  I 
“ have  upon  every  occafion  endeavoured,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  to 
“ promote  the  public  fervice,  and  I feel  the  moft  perfedl  fatisfadlion  in  now 
‘‘  repeating  to  you  my  acknowledgements  for  the  very  honorable  manner, 
“ in  which  (after  a refidence  of  near  five  years  amongft  you)  you  have  de- 
“ dared  your  entire  approbation  of  my  condudl.  Be  affured  that  I fliall 
“ always  entertain  the  moft  ardent  Aviflies  for  your  welfare,  and  fliall  make 
“ a faithful  reprefentation  to  his  majefty,  of  your  loyalty  and  attachment 
“ to  his  royal  perfon  and  government.” 

How  far  this  chief  governor  of  Ireland  did  in  reality  promote  the  intereft 
and  happinefs  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  unbiaffed  obferver  of  paft  fcenes 
will  judge  more  accurately  than  the  chief  ador  himfelf.  His  lordfliip  how- 
ever has  the  credit  of  having  ably  performed  the  part  allotted  to  him ; as 
Dr.  Campbell  obferved  in  the  year  1775,  his  fucceffor  Lord  Harcourt  then 
found  the  parliament  of  Ireland  as  ohfequious  as  that  of  Great  Britain* 

When  Lord  Harcourt  affumed  the  government  in  06lober,  1772,  he  had 
little  to  do,  but  to  continue  the  fyftem,  which  his  predeceffor  had  with  fo 
much  perfeverance,  difficulty  and  charge  to  the  finance  regularly  eftabliflied 
according  to  his  inftru61ions  from  the  Britifli  cabinet.  In  order  therefore 
to  give  continuance  and  ftability  to  the  new  Englijh  intereft  which  had 
been  raifed  upon  the  partial  deftru6tion  of  the  Irifli  oligarchy,  as  Lord  Clare 
obferved,  a man  was  chofen  of  amiable  chara61er,  eafy  difpofition,  and  of  no 
other  ambition  than  to  move  by  the  dire6lion,  and  thus  acquire  the  approba- 
tion of  his  immediate  employers.  With  the  a61ive  labor  of  office  he  confi- 
dered,  that  he  alfo  threw  the  burthen  of  refponfibility  upon  his  fecretary. 


* Phil.  Surv.  p.  59. 
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He  had  been  nearly  twelve  months  in  the  government  of  Ireland  before  he 
met  the  parliament,  on  the  12th  of  06lober,  1773.  Nothing  particularly 
commands  attention  in  his  excellency’s  fpeech:  he  affured  the  commons, 
that  he  had  it  in  command  from  his  majefty,  to  lay  before  them  the  public 
accounts  and  eftimates,  by  which  they  would  be  able  to  judge  of  the  provi- 
fions  necelfary  to  be  made  for  the  honorable  fupport  of  his  majefty’s  govern- 
ment, and  to  adi  the  neceflary  fupplies  for  that  purpofe ; which  on  his  part 
he  pledged  himfelf  fliould  be  faithfully  applied  and  frugally  admimflered. 
The  addrefs,  thanks  and  other  proceedings  ufual  at  the  commencement  of  a 
feffion  palled  without  oppofition.  The  firll  Hand  made  by  the  patriots,  was 
upon  an  alarm  at  the  intention  of  government,  in  laying  the  accounts  before 
the  houfe,  to  hold  back  feveral  of  the  documents,  which  would  too  palpably 
bring  to  light,  the  means  ufed  in  the  late  adminiftration  of  enfuring  a majo- 
rity to  do  the  king's  bujinefs*  After  the  houfe  had  ordered  the  different 
accounts  and  eftimates  to  be  laid  before  them,!  ^ motion  was  made  for  an 
addrefs  to  his  excellency,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  give  dire61ions  to  the 
proper  officers  to  lay  before  the  houfe  the  eftimates;  and  an  amendment  was 
propofed  to  be  made  to  the  queftion,  by  adding  the  following  words,  as  far 
as  there  are  materials  for  that  purpofe'.  upon  which  a divifion  took  place,  and 
the  amendment  was  carried  by  88  againft  52.  Thus  was  it  left  in  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  clerks,  or  rather  of  their  patrons,  to  bring  forward  or  hold  back 
what  materials  they  chofe.  J 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1773,  the  commons  were  fummoned  to  attend 
the  lord  lieutenant  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  Peers,  when  his  excellency  gave 
the  royal  alfent  to  fome  money  bills,  and  to  the  repeal  of  that  unconftitu- 
tional  a6i;  for  the  trial  of  offenders  out  of  their  own  counties,  paffed  in  Lord 
Townfhend’s  adminiftration.  Mr.  Pery  had  too  longlided  with  the  patriots, 
not  to  fee  the  real  ftate  of  diftrefs  and  difficulty,  into  which  the  country  was 
then  plunged;  and  having  himfelf  gone  over  upon  terms  to  the  court  party, 
he  found  it  difficult  to  take  any  ftep  or  fuggeft  any  meafure  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  could  effediually  check  the  ruinous  fyftem,  in  Avhich  the 
patriots  would  not  cordially  join;  and  this  would  have  been  confidered  by 

* Or  rather,  as  Lord  Clare  obferved,  the  Minijler's. 

f Journ.  Com.  vol,  9.  p.  16, 

J By  this  divifion  we  fee  the  proportionate  ftiength  of  the  oppofite  parties  in  the  houfe. 
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the  people  out  of  doors  either  as  conceflion,  or  coalition.  A middle  plan 
Avas  therefore  deA'ifed,  by  Avhich  the  feeling  and  fenfe  of  the  reprefen tatives  of 
the  people  lliould  be,  in  part  at  lead,  handed  up  to  the  throne  through  the 
lord  lieutenant,  without  Aveakening  the  majority  by  hazarding  the  fteadinefs 
of  individuals  on  queftions  too  palpable  for  plaufible  controvxrfy.  To  ac- 
complilh  this  half  meafure,  calculated  to  commit  miniders,  no  further  than 
to  the  uncertain  refult  of  confequences,  Mr.  Pery,  the  fpeaker,  delivered  the 
following  fpeech  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.* 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ Tlie  commons  have  exerted  their  utmoft  efforts  to  an- 
“ fwer  your  excellency’s  expedtations,  not  only  in  providing  for  the  difcharge 
“ of  an  arrear  of  265,000/.  but  alfo  in  making  an  addition  to  the  revenue  of 
“ near  100,000/.  a year.  Difficult  as  this  talk  appeared  in  a kingdom  fo 
“ deftitute  of  refources  as  this  is,  yet  it  Avas  undertaken  Avith  chearfulnefs 
“ and  profecuted  Avith  vngour;  but  if  the  means  they  have  employed  ihall 
“ prove  inadequate  to  the  liberality  of  their  intentions,  it  muft  be  imputed 
“ to  the  inability  of  the  kingdom  not  to  any  difmclination  or  unwillingnefs 
“ in  them  to  make  ample  provifion  for  his  majedy’s  fervice,  to  Avhich  they 
“ have  facriticcd  their  mod  faA’orite  objebls.  The  moderation  and  temper, 
“ Avith  AV’hich  all  their  proceedings  have  been  conducted  during  the  courfe  of 
“ this  fedion,  afford  the  cleared  proof,  not  only  of  their  gratitude  for  liis 
“ majefty’s  attention  and  condefcenfion  to  their  Aviffies,  but  alfo  of  the  juft 
‘J  fenfe  they  entertain  of  your  excellency's  cde6tual  interceffion  in  their 
“ favor,  to  Avhich  they  attribute  thofe  meafures  of  oeconomy,  Avhich  have 
“ been  lately  adopted,  and  which  they  doubt  not  will  be  continued and 
“ they  have  the  fulleft  confidence,  that  the  fame  humane  and  benevolent 
“ difpofition  Avill  induce  your  excellency  to  reprefent  to  his  majefty  in  the 
“ ftrongeft  light,  not  only  their  duty  and  affe6lion  to  him,  but  alfo  the  ftate 
“ and  circumftances  of  this  kingdom : from  Avhich,  and  from  your  excel- 
“ lency’s  credit  and  influence,  they  conceive  the  moft  fanguine  hopes,  that 
“ thofe  reftrictions,  which  the  narroAV  and  fliort  fighted  policy  of  former 
“ times,  equally  injurious  to  Great  Britain  and  to  us,  impofed  upon  the 
“ manufadtures  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  Avill  be  remitted.  If  Great 
‘‘  Britain  reaped  the  fruits  of  this  policy,  the  commons  of  Ireland  Avoukl 


a 


■*  Com.  Journ.  vol,  9.  p.  73. 
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“ behold  it  without  repining,  and  fnbmit  to  it  witliout  complaining;  but  it 
“ aggravates  the  fenfe  of  their  misfortunes  to  fee  the  riv^ils,  if  not  the  ene- 
“ mies  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  undifturbed  poffeffion  of  thofe  advantages, 
“ to  which  they  think  themfelves  entitled  upon  every  principle  of  policy  and 
“ juftice.  It  is  the  expedlation  of  being  reflored  to  fome,  if  not  to  all  of 
“ thofe  rights,  and  that  alone,  which  can  juftify  to  the  people  the  condudt  of 
“ their  reprefentatives  in  laying  fo  many  additional  burdens'  upon  them,  in 
“ the  courfe  of  this  feffion;  and  no  time  can  be  more  favorable  to  their 
“ widies,  than  the  prefent,  when  the  public  councils  are  diredted  by  a 
minifter,  who  has  judgment  to  difcern,  and  courage  to  purfue,  the  common 
“ intereft  of  the  whole  empire,  and  when  the  throne  is  filled  by  a monarch, 
“ the  foie  objedlof  whofe  ambition  is  to  render  all  his  people  happy.” 

Lord  Harcourt’s  adminiftration  at  firft  promifed  fo  much  moderation  and 
fair  intention  to  promote  the  real  intereft  of  Ireland,  that  it  met  Avith  the  fup- 
port  of  feveral  moft  refpedlable  and  popular  charadters,  which  afterwards  op- 
pofed  it,  when  they  found  it  carried  forward  entirely  upon  the  principles  and 
plan  of  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Townfliend.  There  was  an  atfedtation  of 
corredting  fome  of  the  defedts,  errors,  and  extravagances  of  the  laft  adminiftra- 
tion;  thus  was  the  in fnrgen t a6t  repealed:  thus  was  the  board  of  excife,* 

created 

* The  following  proceedings  in  the  commons  were  had  upon  this  fubject.  (' g Jpurn.  Com.  28j. 
” The  honfe  being  informed  that  Mr.  Vaughan  Montgomery  attended  at  the  door,  he  was  called 
“ in,  and  at  the  bar  prefcnted  to  the  houfe,  purfuant  to  their  order: 

“ No.  I.  An  account  of  all  charges  that  have  attended  the  new  boards  of  excife  and  cuftoras, 
" dillinguilhing  each  expence,  and  for  what  paid,  from  the  3d  of  February,  177a,  to  the  26th  of 
“ October,  1773. 

“ No.  II,  An  account  of  all  charges  that  have  attended  the  appointment  of  the  four  new  fur- 
“ veyors  general,  from  their  refpective  appointments  to  the  26th  of  October,  1773. 

“ No.  III.  An  account  of  all  new  offices  and  additional  charges  on  the  eftablillmient  of  the 
“ commiffioners  of  excife  during  the  period  of  Lord  Vifcount  Townffiend’s  adminiflration, 

“ The  titles  whereof  were  read,  and  the  accounts  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the 
" members.  ' 

A motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion  being  propofed,  that  it  be  refolved,  tliat  the  prefent  ex- 
“ pences  of  government  ought  to  be  greatly  retrenched  j 

“ An  Amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  queftion  by  inferting  between  the  word 
“ refolved,”  and  the  word  “ that,”  the  following  words,  “ that  it  is  nccclfary  and  parliamentary  at 
''  this  time  to  declare.” 

And  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  words  propofed,  ftand  part  of  the  queftion  : 

It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  Ncm.  Con. 
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created  in  the  former  adminiftration,  aboliflied,  and  thereby  fome  faving 
made  to  the  nation.  It  muft  however  be  allowed,  that  this  lord  lieutenant 
had  the  exclufive  merit  of  having  propofed  a meafure,  which  the  interefts  of 
Ireland  had  long  called  for,  and  which  the  influence  of  the  great  land 
ovmers  in  the  country  had  always  oppofed.  At  the  beginning  of  the  firft 
feflfion  under  Lord  Harcourt,  an  abfentee  tax  was  offered  on  the  part  of  go- 
vernment, and  wonderful  to  fay,  was  rejected.  In  the  then  diftreffed  and 
empoveriflied  ftate  of  Ireland,  it  will  be  neither  rafli  nor  harfli,  to  conclude, 
that  the’ patriotifm  of  the  majority,  which  rejected  this  feafonable  relief  to 
their  country  could  have  been  neither  difinterefted  nor  pure.  It  was  propofed, 
that  a tax  of  two  fliillings  in  the  pound  lliould  be  laid  upon  the  net  rents  and 
annual  profits  of  all  landed  property  in  Ireland,  to  be  paid  by  all  perfons,  who 
fhould  not  adtually  refide  in  that  kingdom  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months  in  each 
year  from  Chriflmas  1773  to  Chriftmas  1775.  This  meafure  though  fo  equi- 
table an  itfelf,  fo  defirable  for  the  country,  which  was  drained  of  its  own 
produce  to  be  fpent  in  another  country,  could  not  fo  decently  be  preffed  by 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  Englifli  government,  as  left  to  the  free  difpofal  of 
the  Irifli  parliament,  -whofe  interefl  it  more  immediately  concerned.  It  was 
not  therefore  made  a government  queflion,  all  their  connexions  were  under- 

‘‘  An  amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  queftion  by  inferting  between  the  word  “ de- 
''  clare,”  and  the  word,  “ that,”  the  following  words  j “ Notwithftanding  the  redu6lion  of  expences 
“ lately  made  by  government,  and  though  the  report  is  not  yet  made  from  the  committee  of  ac- 
“ counts.” 

And  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  words  propofed  ftand  part  of  the  queftion  : 

" It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  Nem.  Con. 

“ A further  amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  queftion,  by  inferting  between  the 
“ words,  “accounts,”  and  the  word  “that,”  the  following  words;  “and  notwithftanding  we 

have  the  utmoft  confidence  in  tlie  prefent  chief  governor.” 

And  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  words  propofed  ftand  part  of  the  queftion : 

“ It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  Nem.  Con. 

“ And  the  queftion  fo  amended,  is  as  follows  : 

“ Refolved,  That  it  is  neceflary  and  parliamentary,  at  this  time,  to  declare,  notwithftanding  tlie 
“ reduction  of  expence  lately  made  by  government,  and  though  the  report  is  not  yet  made  from  the 
“ committee  of  accounts,  and  notwithftanding  we  have  the  utmoft  confidence  in  the  prefent  chief 
“ governor,  that  the  prefent  expences  of  government  ought  to  be  greatly  retrenched. 

“ And  the  main  queftion  put : 

“ The  houfe  divided,  when  the  ayes  were  88  and  the  noes  112.  It  pafled  therefore  in  the  nega- 
“ tive.” 
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ftood  to  be  left  at  pei  fe6l  liberty,  and  mod  of  the  fervants  of  the  crown  voted 
againft  the  queftion.  Confidering  the  powerful  intereft,  that  was  made 
againft  the  tax  by  the  mod  condderable  land  owners  on  this  and  the  other 
fide  of  the  water,  the  fmall  majority,  by  which  it  was  rejeded,  is  rather  to  be 
wondered  at,  there  being  102  for  and  122  againd  the  meafure.* 

One 

* The  following  letters  to  and  from  Lord  North  will  fully  and  fairly  difplay  the  grounds  of  the 
failure  of  this  defirable  meafure  for  Ireland. 

“ My  Lord, 

It  is  publicly  reported,  that  a project  has  been  communicated  to  the  king’s  mini- 
fters,  for  propofing  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a tax  of  regulation,  which  is  particularly  and 
''  exclufively  to  atfect  the  property  of  tliofe  of  his  majefly’s  fubjects,  who  potfefs  lands  in  that  king- 
“ dom,  but  whofe  ordinary  refidence  is  in  this.  It  is  in  the  fame  manner  publicly  underftood, 
that  this  extraordinary  defign  has  been  encouraged  by  an  atfurance  from  adminiftration,  that  if 
the  heads  of  a bill  propofing  fach  a tax,  fiiould  be  tranfmitted  from  Ireland,  they  would  be  re- 
“ turned  witli  the  fanction  of  h majefty’s  privy  council  here,  under  the  great  feal  of  England. 
“ My  lord,  we  find  ourfelves  under  the  defeription  of  thofe,  who  are  to  be  the  object  of  this  un- 
precedented  impofition.  We  poflTefs  confiderable  landed  property  in  both  kingdoms;  our  ordi- 
nary  refidence  is  in  England.  We  have  not  hitherto  confidered  fuch  refidence  as  an  act  of 
delinquency  to  be  punithed ; or,  as  a political  evil,  to  be  corrected  by  the  penal  operation  of  e 
“ partial  tax.  We  have  had,  many  of  us,  our  birth,  and  our  earliefl:  habits  in  this  kingdom;  fome 
” of  us  have  an  indifpenfable  public  duty,  and  all  of  us  (where  fuch  duty  does  not  require  fuch 
reftriction)  have  the  right  of  free  fubjects,  of  choofing  our  habitation  in  whatever  part  of  his 
“ majefty’s  dominions  we  Ihall  efteem  moll  convenient.  We  cannot  hear,  without  aftonilliment, 
” of  a fcheme,  by  which  we  are  to  be  ftigmatized,  by  what  is  in  effe<Sl,  a fine  for  our  abode  in  this 
“ country,  the  principal  member  of  our  Britilh  empire,  and  the  refidence  of  our  common  fovereign. 
” We  have  ever  lliewn  the  utmoft  readinefs  in  contidbuting  with  the  reft  of  our  fellow-fubjeds,  in 
“ any  legal  and  equal  method,  to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice,  and  to  the  fupport  of  his  ma- 
" jefty’s  government.  We  have  ever  borne  a cordial,  though  not  an  exclufive  regard,  to  the  tme 
“ intereft  of  Ireland,  and  to  all  its  rights  and  liberties  ; to  none  of  which  we  think  our  refidence  in 
Great  Britain  to  be  in  the  leaft  prejudicial,  but  rather  the  means,  in  very  many  cafes,  of  affording 
" them  a timely  and  effeftual  fupport.  We  cannot  avoid  confidering  this  fcheme  as  in  the  higheft 
“ degree  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  that  kingdom  as  well  as  of  this ; its  manifeft  tendency  is  to 
" leflen  the  value  of  all  landed  property  there,  to  put  reftridions  upon  it  unknown  in  any  part  of 
the  Britilh  dominions;  and  as  far  as  we  can  find,  without  parallel  in  any  civilized  country.  It 
leads  direftly  to  a feparation  of  thefe  kingdoms  in  intereft  and  aficction,  contrary  to  the  Handing 
“ policy  of  our  anceftors,  which  has  been,  at  every  period,  particularly  at  the  glorious  revolution, 
” infeparably  to  connect  them  by  every  tie  both  of  affection  and  intereft.  We  apply  to  your  lord- 
Ihip  in  particular.  This  is  intended  as  a mode  of  public  fupply  ; and  as  we  conceive  the  trea- 
" fury  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  that  of  England,  is  in  a great  meafure  within  your  lordlliip’s  depart- 
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One  of  the  next  fchemes  of  finance  M'as  to  raife  the  fum  of  265,000/.  by 
tontine  annuities  witli  benefit  of  furvivorfliip  at  fix  pounds  per  cent,  and  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  this  purpofe  produced  a divifion  of  a majority 
of  103  againfl:  49.*  The  plan  of  tlie  tontine  was  this.  The  fum  of'650,000/. 
was  divided  into  fliares  of  100/.  each,  and  for  every  fliare  one  life  was  allowed 
to  be  nominated ; the  lives  were  divided  into  three  clafles.  No  dividend  of 
the  intereft  arifing  from  the  fiiares  of  thofe,  who  died  in  each  clafs  was  to  be 

ment,  we  flatter  ourfelves  we  fliall  not  be  refufed  authentic  Information  concerning  a matter  in 
which  we  are  fo  nearly  concerned  j that  if  the  fcheme,  which  we  ftate  to  your  lordlbip  doth  exift, 
we  may  be  enabled  to  purfue  every  legal  method  of  oppofition  to  a project  in  every  light  unjuft 
and  impolitic.  We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

**  Your  lordfhip’s  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervants, 
Devonfliire,  Rockingham, 

“ Befborough,  Milton, 

Upper  Olfory.” 

London,  October  the  16th,  1773. 

Anfwer  from  Lord  North  fo  the  Duhe  of  Deronjhirc: 

My  Lord, 

Your  grace,  and  the  Lords  Rockingham,  Befborough,  Milton  and  Upper 
OlTory,  having  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  defired  authentic  information  concerning  a project  of 
propoling  to  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a tax  upon  the  landed  property  of  fuch  perfons,  whofe 
ordinary  refidence  is  out  of  that  kingdom,  I will  endeavour  to  ftate  in  a few  words,  what  has 
pafled  upon  the  fubject.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  lent  over 
“ feveral  propofitions  for  reftoring  the  credit,  providing  for  the  debts,  and  putting  upon  a proper 
“ footing  the  finances  of  that  kingdom;  at  the  fame  time  he  informed  his  majefty’s  fervants  here, 
^ that  he  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  among  other  modes  of  fupply,  there  would  probably  be  a tax 
“ of  the  nature  mentioned  in  your  grace’s  letter.  The  anfwer,  which  was  returned  to  his  excellency, 
“ by  thofe  of  his  majefty’s  fervants,  to  whom  this  communication  was  made,  was  to  the  following 
effect;  that  if  the  Irilh  parliament  Ihould  fend  over  to  England  fuch  a plan,  as  Ihould  appear  to 
“ be  well  calculated  to  give  effectual  relief  to  Ireland,  in  its  prefent  diftrefs,  their  opinion  would  be, 
that  it  ought  to  be  carried  into  execution,  although  the  tax  upon  abfentees  fliould  be  a part  of  it. 
“ I beg  leave  to  trouble  your  grace  to  communicate  this  information  to  the  other  lords,  and  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  refpect,  &c.  &c.  &c.  North.” 

On  account  of  this  anfwer,  circular  letters  were  written  by  Lord  Rockingham,  to  the  feveral 
gentlemen  who  might  be  affected  by  this  mcafure,  propofing  a general  meeting  for  the  purpofe  of 
adopting  the  moft  eligible  and  effectual  means  of  defeating  it.  But  as  it  was  rejected  by  the  par- 
liament, any  further  oppofition  became  unneceffary.  A melancholy  inftance  of  the  prevalence  of 
folf-intereft  over  that  of  the  country  in  fome  of  the  moft  plaufible  patriots. 

* Journ,  Com.  vol.  9.  p.  109. 
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made;  until  it  yielded  a clear  one  half  per  cent,  among  the  lurvivors ; and 
the  increafed  intereft  never  was  to  be  more,  than  the  principal  originally  ad- 
vanced by  each  fubfcriber.  The  remainder  of  the  intereft  as  it  occurred,  to 
be  applied  to  the  credit  of  the  nation.  This  fcheme  was  holden  forth  by  the 
fecretary  of  the  day,  as  a mafter-piece  in  finance,  as  being  little  lefs  than  an 
a6lual  gain  of  fo  much,  without  adding  in  the  leaft  to  the  debt,  as  the  prin- 
cipal was  never  to  be  refunded.  The  revenue  being  this  year  confiderably 
fliort  of  the  expences  of  government,  ftamp  duties  were  granted  upon  all 
parchment,  vellum  or  paper,  on  which  any  legal  proceeding  or  private  inftru- 
ment,  of  almoft  any  nature,  fiiould  be  written  or  engrofled,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  article  ftainped ; the  duties  were  at  firft  granted  for  one  year 
and  nine  months  from  the  25th  of  March,  1774  ; at  the  expiration  of  which 
period  they  were  continued,  and  have  been  to  this  day,  from  time  to  time, 
raifed  very  confiderably.  The  ftamp  duties  have  been  found  by  experience 
one  of  the  moft  efficient  refources  of  the  financier.  It  was  confidently  pro- 
mifed,  that  thefe  duties  would  fo  far  increafe  the  revenue,  as  to  be  equal  to 
the  expences,  AV'hen  they  had  undergone  the  economical  redu61ion  thus  in- 
tended, fo  that  the  pernicious  practice  of  running  in  debt  Avould  be  no  longer 
purfued.  The  public  accounts  of  the  next  feffion,  however,  clearly  difplayed 
the  fallacy  of  thofe  promifes.  As  to  the  national  debt,  it  amounted  at  Lady- 
Day,  1773,  to  994,890/.  I0.y.  \Od.  and  the  total  of  penfions  to  172,464/.  I4s. 
3ld.  for  the  two  years  then  ending.  A bill  for  the  improvement  of  the 
agriculture  of  that  kingdom  having  paffed,  and  being  duly  returned,  the 
commons  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  thereupon  to  his  majefty,  confidering  it 
as  a fignal  inftance  of  his  paternal  regard  for  his  people  of  Ireland. 

To  the  further  credit  of  Lord  Harcourt’s  adminiftration  muft  be  laid  the 
meritorious  account  of  opening  the  door  of  that  civil  liberty,  through  which 
the  great  body  of  Irilh  Catholics  were  afterwards  admitted  to  the  rights  of 
fubje6ts.  True  it  is,  that  the  Britifii  miniftry  began  about  this  time  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  too  well  grounded  difcontents  of  the  king’s  American  fub- 
je6ls:  the  conftitutional  maxim,  no  reprefentation,  no  taxation,  was  fully  con- 
fidered  and  carried  into  action  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic;  the  fatal  and 
ill-advifed  refiftance  ended  in  the  avulfion  of  that  bright  weftern  gem  from 
the  imperial  diadem.  It  was  impoffible,  that  a man  of  Lord  North’s  penetra- 
tion fiiould  not  forefee  the  inverfion  of  many  conftitutional  maxims,  when 
brought  pra6lically  to  bear  upon  the  bulk  of  the  Irifii  nation : he  wifely 
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therefore,  though  lilently,  inftrifoted  the  lord  lieutenant  to  endeavour  by  all 
means  to  footh  and  engage  the  affe6lions  of  the  Catholics  by  gradual  relaxa- 
tions of  the  rigorous  code  of  penalties,  pains,  and  difabilities,  under  which 
they  had  fo  long  and  fo  patiently  fuffered.  As  early  therefore  in  the  felfion 
as  the  10th  of  November,  1773,  *leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  heads  of  a 
bill  to  fecure  the  repayment  of  money,  that  fhould  be  really  lent  and  ad- 
vanced by  Papifts  or  perfons  profeffing  the  Popifli  religion  to  Proteftants  on 
mortgages  of  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments;  and  that  it  might  be 
underftood  to  be  a government  meafure  of  grace,  JMr.  Mafon,  Sir  Lucius 
O’Bryen,  and  IMr.  Langrilhe,  great  and  determined  fupporters  of  govern- 
ment, were  ordered  to  bring  it  in.  'I'On  the  prejpeding  day  leave  had  been 
given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a bill  to  enable  Papifts  upon  the  terms  and  fubjeft 
to  the  provifocs  therein  mentioned  to  take  leafes  of  lives,  of  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments.  But  neither  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  bills  at  that  time 
proceeded.  The  Irifli  antipathies  to  Popery,  ijiand  the  reludlance  of  moft 
men  in  place  or  power  in  Ireland  to  do  juftice  to  the  Catholics  deterred  the 
eafy  mind  of  Lord  Harcourt  from  puftftng  forward,  what  they  perfuaded  him 
would  create  difficulties  and  difturhances  in  parliament,  and  interrupt  that 
eafy  and  quiet  majority  which  government  then  enjoyed,  and  which  he  had 
it  ftrongly  in  command  to  keep  up  hy  all  poftible  and  prudent  means.  Al- 
though the  managers  of  the  Englijh  intereji  in  Ireland  (this  lord  lieutenant 
was  but  their  paftive  tool)  had  blafted  thefe  two  fcyons  of  indulgence  in 
their  firft  ftioot,  yet  the  Britilh  miniftry  fent  over  pofitive  and  uncontroulable 
orders,  that  fome  aft  of  the  legiflature  fhould  pofitiv'dy  be  palfed  in  that 
feftion  of  a foothing  and  conciliatory  tendency  to  the  Catholics:  well 
imagining,  that  the  breadth  of  the  Atlantic  would  not  prevent  the  infeftion 

* 9 Com.  Joiirn.  p.  28.  -f  9 Com.  Journ.  p.  27, 

X Thus  Mr.  Burke  expreffed  himfelf  upon  this  fubjeft  in  a letter  to  a peer  of  Ireland  in  1785, 
(p.  28)  : “ From  what  I have  obfcrved,  it  is  pride,  arrogance,  a fpirit  of  domination,  and  not  a 
“ bigotted  fpirit  of  religion,  that  has  caufed  and  kept  up  thofe  oppreffive  ftatutes.  lam  fure  I have 
“ known  thole,  who  have  opprefled  Papifts  in  their  civil  rights,  exceedingly  indulgent  to  them  in 

their  religious  ceremonies  j and  who  wilhed  them  to  continue  in  order  to  furnilli  pretences  for 
" oppreffion  j and  who  never  faw  a man  by  conforming  efcape  out  of  their  power,  but  with  grudg- 
“ ing  and  regret.  I have  known  men,  to  whom  I am  not  uncharitable  in  faying,  though  they  are 

dead,  that  they  would  become  Papifts  in  order  to  opprefs  Proteftants ; if  being  Proteftants  it  was 
" not  in  their  power  to  opprefs  Papifts.  It  is  injuftice,  and  not  a miftaken  confcience,  that  has 
“ been  the  principle  of  perfecution,  at  leaft  as  far  as  it  has  fallen  under  my  obfervation.” 
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of  political  clifcontent  in  perfons  equally  fuffering  a deprivation  of  that  nu- 
triment and  fupport,  which  their  conftitution  required  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  exiftence.  On  the  5th,  therefore,  of  March,  1774,  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  a bill  to  enable  his  inajefty's  fubjects  of  whatever  peiTuafion  to  tef- 
tify  their  allegiance  to  him;*  and  as  the  bill  remitted  no  part  of  the  then 
exiftiug  code  of  feverity,  but  purported  merely  a permiffion  to  the  Catholics 
of  expreffing  their  allegiance  to  their  fovereign,  which  before  they  had  not, 
it  palTed  both  houfes  without  obftrudlion  or  oppoftion.']'  It  gratified  the 
Catholics,  inafmuch,  as  it  was  a formal  recognition,  that  they  were  fubjedls ; 
and  to  thfs  recognition  they  looked  up  as  to  the  corner  ftone  of  their  future 
emancipation.  To  this  and  the  well  known  and  long  tried  allegiance  of 
the  Catholics,  the  lord  lieutenant  in  his  fpeech  to  the  parliament  at  the  clofe  of 
the  feffion  thus  alluded  : This  reciprocal  intercourfe  of  duty  and  protec- 

“ tion,  which  has  for  fo  many  years  happily  prevailed,  and  from  which  fo 
many  falutary  confequences  have  been  derived  during  his  majefiy’s  aufpici- 
“ ous  reign,  holds  out  to  every  part  of  his  inajefty’s  empire,  an  example 
“ refledling  the  highefl  honor  upon  the  virtues  of  a moft  amiable  and  ex- 
“ cellent  fovereign,  and  the  wifdom  and  good  condudl  of  aflledlionate  and 
‘‘  loyal  fubjecls.  In  the  high  Ration,  in  which  his  majefiy  has  placed  me,  I 
claim  no  merit,  but  a faithful  execution  of  his  majefiy 's  gracious  purpofes 
“ for  the  happinefs  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  and  the  mofi  jufi,  and  therefore 
the  mofi  favourable  reprefentations  of  their  loyal,  dutiful,  and  afiedlionate 
“ condu61:,  which  cannot  fail  to  entitle  them  to  the  continuance  of  his 
royal  favor  and  protection.” 

At  the  commencement  of  the  next  feflfion  in  Oftober,  1775,  the  lord  lieute- 
nant obferved,  that,  fince  the  laft  meeting  of  parliament,  his  majefiy 's  tender 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  that  kingdom  had  induced  him  to  pafs  feveral  laws 
in  the  Britifii  parliament  highly  beneficial  to  the  commerce,  manufa6tures, 
and  agriculture  of  Ireland.  “ By  the  a6t,  which  c.xtends  the  great  advantage 
of  Britifii  fifiieries  to  Ireland,  a fource  of  indufiry  and  wealth  (faid  he)  is 
opened  to  you,  which  has  made  other  nations  great  and  flouri filing.  That 

* 9 Com.  Journ.  p.  1 1 4,  Mr.  Robert  French,  and  Sir  Lucius  O'Bryen,  two  miniflerial  members, 
were  ordered  to  bring  it  in. 

f 9 Journ.  Com.  p.  iGu.  13  and  14  Geo.  III.  c.  xxxv.  For  the  form  of  this  oath  or  teft,  vide 
Appendix,  No.  LXIII. 

J 9 Joiun.  Com.  p.  iCo. 
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“ adl,  wliich  allows  the  cloathing  and  accoutrements  neceffary  for  his  ma^ 
“ jehy's  forces  paid  from  the  revenues  of  this  kingdom  to  be  exported  from 
Ireland,  is  a particular  mark  of  the  royal  favor ; and  even  that,  which  al- 
“ lows  the  importation  of  rape  feed  into  Great  Britain  from  this  kingdom, 
“ under  certain  regulations,  connected  with  thofe  falutary  laws  paffed  in  our 
“ laft  feffion,  form  fuch  a fyltem  of  agriculture  and  improvement  as  will,  I 
“ truft,  fecure  riches  and  plenty  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  A bounty  granted 
“ by  Great  Britain,  upon  the  importation  of  flax,  is  fo  marked  a recom- 
“ mendation  of  the  linen  manufa6ture,  that  it  becomes  needlefs  for  me  to 
“ urge  the  mofl;  perfevering  application  to  that  flaple  of  the  country.” 

The  aliufion,  which  the  lord  lieutenant  made  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Britifli  parliament,  during  the  recefs  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  calls  upon 
us  to  fubmit  to  our  readers,  what  pafled  on  this  flde  of  the  water  during  that 
interval.  The  opinions  of  the  Britifli  legiflators  upon  Irifli  incidents  are 
ftrong  illuftrations  of  Irifli  hiftory.  On  the  1 6th  of  December,  1774,  upon 
Mr.  R.  Fuller’s  calling  for  papers  relative  to  our  military  forces  in  America, 
a defultory,  though  interefting  converfation  took  place,  in  idiich  the  late 
Governor  Johnftone  took  occafion  to  make  feveral  pointed  applications  to 
Ireland : they  originated  out  of  the  confident  and  unequivocal  declarations 
made  in  the  courfe  of  the  lafi;  feffion  by  Mr.  Rigby  (mafter  of  the  rolls  in 
Ireland),  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  a right  to  tax  Ireland  in 
all  cafes  whatfoecer  as  well  as  America  * Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  it  was  cer- 
tainly 

* 1 Pari.  Deb.  p.  ig.  “ The  kingdom  of  Ireland  (faid  Governor  Johnftone),  within  our  own 
dominion,  is  a proof  of  what  thefe  learned  gentlemen  aflert  to  be  impoflible.  A worthy  member, 
“ in  my  eye,  being  prelTed  with  this  argument  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  from  tlie  fairnefs 
of  his  mind,  avowed,  as  his  opinion,  that  we  could  tax  Ireland.  I remember  there  were  fome 
“ gentlemen  in  the  gallery  when  this  declaration  was  made,  whom  I immediately  perceived  by  the 
“ contortions  in  their  countenance  to  be  Iriffi  members.  Next  day  the  worthy  member  chofe 
“ to  make  fome  apology  to  his  friends.  He  faid,  no  parallel  could  be  drawn  between  Ireland  and 
“ the  colonies  j for  Ireland  had  a paraphernalia ; and  this  fatisfied  both  the  Englifli  and  Irifti  mem- 
“ bers.  For  my  part,  I do  not  fee  what  difficulty  can  occur,  in  leaving  the  different  colonies  on 
" the  fame  footing  of  raifing  money  by  requifition,  as  from  the  people  of  Ireland.  Lord  Clare 
“ (Nugent)  jocularly  complimented  Mr.  Rigby  on  the  exceeding  popularity,  reverence,  and  efteem, 
“ that  gentlemen  was  held  in  by  the  whole  Iriffi  nation  j that  there  was  no  man  in  England  or 
“ Ireland  more  loved  or  revered.  Mr.  Rigby  faid,  he  afted  in  that  country  as  fecretary  to  the  lord 
“ lieutenant  5 which,  on  many  accounts  was  rather  an  invidious  and  critical  fituationi  that  the 
“ fentiments  now  alluded  to,  he  maintained  upon  general  principles)  that  his  opinion  was  not  fin- 

“ gular. 
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tainly  proper  to  include  Ireland  in  all  the  debates  upon  American  taxation, 
in  order  to  afcertain  the  parliamentary  right  of  taxation  over  every  part  of 
the  Britiih  empire. 

As  Great  Britain  never  hitherto  had  been  known  to  overflow  with  li- 
berality and  kindnefs  to  her  filler  kingdom,  it  becomes  proper  to  trace  the 
true  and  genuine  fources,  out  of  Avhich  this  new  difpofition  to  favor  Ireland 
arofe.  The  differences  between  America  and  her  mother  country  had  now 
broken  into  open  war.  Moll  of  the  leading  members  of  the  oppofition  in  both 
countries  (who  afterwards  compofed  that  adminillration,  which  put  an  end 
to  the  American  war)  oppofed  the  war  upon  principle ; they  inveighed  againll 
the  unconhitutional  exadtions  of  the  minihry,  and  in  their  debates  went 
very  little  fliort  of  formally  juftifying  the  American  rebellion.  The  analogy 
between  America  and  Ireland  was  too  clofe  to  pafs  unnoticed ; and  the 
defedtion  of  the  American  colonies  produced  llrong  effedls  upon  Ireland. 
The  exportation  of  Irifli  linen  for  America  had  been  very  confiderable; 
but  now  this  great  fource  of  national  wealth  was  totally  Ihut  up,  by  an  ex- 
traordinary llretch  of  prerogative.  Under  the  pretext  of  preventing  the 
Americans  from  being  fupplied  with  provilions  from  this  country,  an  em- 
bargo was  laid  on  the  exportation  of  provifions  from  Ireland,  which  in  pre- 
judicing that  kingdom,  ferved  only  to  favor  the  adventures  of  Britilli 
contradlors.  This  embargo,  combined  with  other  caufes,  which  were  in- 
variable and  permanent,  produced  the  moft  melancholy  elfedls.  Wool  and 
black  cattle  fell  conliderably  in  velue,  as  did  alfo  land;  and  rents  in 
many  places  could  fcarcely  be  colledled ; fo  much  was  public  credit  elfen- 
tially  injured.  It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
had  declared  the  general  fenfe  of  the  kingdom  refpeding  its  dihrelfed  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  illiberal  rehridlions  thrown  on  its  corhmerce:  it  had  even  de- 


" giilar,  for  he  was  fupported  in  it  by  a ftatute  paffed  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Firfl : that  he 
“ beggedto  be  underftood,  according  to  the  obvious  conftruftion  of  that  datute;  and  that,  accord- 
“ ing  to  that  fenfe  of  it,  he  dill  continued  lo  be  of  opinion,  that  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain  had 
“ a right  to  make  laws  to  bind  Ireland,  and  all  the  other  members  and  dependencies  of  the  Britilh 
"■  empire.  Sir  William  Mayne  drew  a melancholy  pidure  of  the  fuderings  of  the  Iridi  j faid  that 
" all  promifes  had  been  diamefully  broken  with  them ; that  pendons  to  the  amount  of  10,000/. 
" per  annum  had  been  lately  granted  on  that  miferable,  ruined,  and  undone  country  ; and  that  the 
cadle  was  an  afylum  to  every  needy,  fervile,  cringing  apodate,  that  would  bow  the  knee,  and  bar- 
" ter  every  thing  which  diould  be  dear  to  him,  for  emolument  and  court  favor. 
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fended  its  conflitutional  privileges ; and  though  the  voice  of  the  nation  were 
only  thus  conveyed  through  the  fpeech  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, the  public  mind  was  not  unknown  in  Great  Britain,  As  the  American 
fiflieries  were  now  abolilhed,  it  became  neceffary  to  think  of  fome  meafures 
for  fupplying  their  place,  and  particularly  to  guard  againft  the  ruinous  con- 
fequences  of  the  foreign  markets  either  changing  the  courfe  of  confumption, 
or  falling  into  the  hands  of  ftrangers,  and  thofe  perhaps  inimical  to  Great 
Britain.  The  hate  of  public  affairs  in  Ireland  it  now  feemed  neceffary  to  take 
fome  notice  of,  and  to  pay  fome  greater  confiderations  to  her  interefts,  than 
had  been  hitherto  pradtifed.  The  queftion  between  England  and  her  colo- 
nies, particularly  in  the  manner  it  had  been  argued,  was  not  calculated  to 
quiet  the  kingdom  of  Ireland:  and  the  repofe  of  Rich  parts  of  the  empire  as 
Avere  ftill  at  reft  was  never  more  neceffary.  In  the  cribs,  to  which  matters 
Avere  now  evidently  tending,  little  doubt  remained,  that  every  afliftance  Avould 
be  requifite  from  Ireland ; beftdes,  her  patience,  her  fufterings,  and  her  for- 
bearance, might  be  holden  iqj  as  a mirror,  in  contraft  to  America;  and 
though  thefe  merits  had  long  paffed  unregarded,  this  did  notfeem  a fit  feafon 
to  encourage  an  opinion,  that  a fimilar  condudt  Avould  never  obtain  any  re- 
Avard.  The  nature  of  the  benefit,  however,  Avas  to  be  confidered,  and  nothing 
could  feem  better  adopted,  than  a donation,  Avhich  Avould  be  an  advantage 
inftead  of  a lofs  to  the  giver.  It  Avas  not  itlelf  very  confiderable,  but  it 
might  be  confidered  as  a beginning;  and  finall  benefits  carry  Aveight  Avith 
thofe,  Avho  have  not  been  habituated  to  great  favors.  It  had  been  fhewn 
to  the  Britifh  parliament,  that  the  exports  from  England  to  Ireland  amounted 
then  to  2,400,000/.  annually;  befides  the  latter  fui)ported  a large  ftanding 
army,  at  all  times  ready  for  the  defence  of  the  former;  and  immenfe  fums 
of  her  ready  calli  were  fpent  there  by  her  numerous  abfentees,  penfioners  and 
placemen;  yet  by  oppreflive  reftridtions  in  trade,  Ireland  Avas  cut  oft'  from 
the  benefit  of  her  great  natural  ftaple  commodity,  as  Avell  as  excluded  from 
the  advantage,  Avhich  Ihe  might  derive  from  the  peculiarity  of  her  fitua- 
tion. 

The  Britifli  minifter  on  the  1 1th  of  October,  1775,  moved  for  a committee 
of  the  Avhole  houfe,  to  confider  of  the  encouragement  proper  to  be  given  to 
the  fifheries  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  This  attention  to  Ireland  Avas 
generally  approved  of,  and  after  fome  coiiA'erfation  on  the  hardlhips  that 
country  fuft'ered,  it  Avas  propofed  by  IMr.  Burke  to  extend  the  motion,  by 
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Qckling  the  words  “ trade  and  commerce;”  and  thereby  afford  an  opportu- 
nity to  grant  fucli  relief  and  indulgence  in  thofe  exports,  as  might  be  done 
without  prejudice  to  Great  Britain.  The  minifter  objected  to  this  ; however, 
the  committee  in  its  progrefs  granted  feveral  bounties  to  the  thips  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  for  their  encouragement  in  profecuting  the  Newfound- 
land fifliery  ; and  it  was  farther  refolved  in  favor  of  Ireland,  that  it  fliould  be 
lawful  to  export  from  thence,  cloaths  and  accoutrements  for  fuch  regiments 
on  the  Irilh  eftablifhment,  as  were  employed  abroad:  and  alfo,  that  a bounty 
of  five  fliillings  per  barrel  fliould  be  allowed  on  all  flax  feeds  imported  into 
Ireland.  This  lafl  refolution  was  paffed,  to  prevent  the  evils,  that  were  ap- 
prehended there,  from  the  cutting  off  their  great  American  fource  of  fupply 
in  that  article.  Another  refolution  was  alfo  paffed,  by  which  Ireland  was 
allowed  to  export  provifions,  hooks,  lines,  nets  and  tools  for  the  implements  of 
the  fifliery.  The  committee  alfo  agreed  to  the  granting  of  bounties  for  en- 
couraging the  whale  fidiery,  in  thofe  feas,  that  Avere  to  the  fouthv^ard  of' 
Greenland  and  Davis’s  Streights  fiflieries  : and  upon  the  fame  principle  took 
off  the  duties,  that  Avere  payable  upon  the  importation  of  oil,  blubber,  and 
bone  from  Newfoundland,  &c.  They  alfo  took  off  the  duty,  that  was  payable 
upon  the  importation  of  feal  fkins.* 

As  foon  as  prudence  Avould  admit,  after  the  lord  lieutenant  had  called 


* 1 Pari.  Deb.  p.  430.  Mr.  Burke  thanked  his  lordtliip  (North)  for  the  friendly  difpofition  he 
had  now  tliewn  towards  his  (Mr.  Burke’s)  native  country  ; obferving  at  the  fame  time  that  how- 
ever defirous  he  might  be  to  promote  any  fcheme  for  the  advantage  of  Ireland,  he  would  be  much 
better  pleafed,  that  the  benefits  thus  held  out  Ihould  never  be  realifed,  than  that  Ireland  fliould  pro- 
fit at  the  expence  of  a country,  which  was,  if  poffible,  more  oppreffed  than  herfelf.  Mr.  Thomas 
Townfliend  condemned,  in  the  moft  pointed  terms,  the  narrow,  weak,  and  ill-founded  policy, 
which  had  directed  the  Englifli  councils  in  refpedt  to  Ireland,  ever  fince  that  country  had  become  a 
part  of  the  Britifli  dominions;  and  recommended  very  warmly  an  enquiry  into  the  Bate  of  Irifli 
commerce  and  manufadtures,  in  order  that  fuch  of  them  as  did  not  immediately  interfere  with 
thofe  of  Great  Britain,  might  receive  every  poffible  encouragement  confiftent  with  the  general  in- 
terefls  of  the  whole-  empire.  Mr.  Conolly  drew  a very  melancholy  pidlure  of  the  prefent  Bate  of 
Ireland,  and  recapitulated  many  iiiBances  of  the  eminent  loyalty  of  that  country,  and  of  the  re- 
peated proofs  ffie  had  given,  for  a feries  of  years  back,  of  her  readinefs  to  contribute,  much  beyond 
her  ability,  to  the  common  fupport.  Befides  the  merits  Bie  had  to  plead  on  Ihefe  grounds,  he 
pointed  out  the  abfurdity  of  feveral  of  the  reBraints  laid  upon  the  IriBi  commerce;  and  eudearmured 
to  Blew  that  fomeof  thofe  were  as  unkind  as  impolitic;,  and  that  there  were  fome  branches  of  trade, 
particularly  that  to  the  Levant,  which  might  be  laid  open,  much  to  the  advantage  of  both  countries, 
and  to  the  complete  rivalfhip  of  tire  French. 
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upon  the  gratitude  of  the  Iridi  parliament  for  the  favors  granted  by  the  Eng- 
lilh  legiflature,  his  excellency  fent  through  his  fecretary,  Sir  John  Blaquire,  a 
meffage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  following  effedl  ; 

HARCOURT.) 

“ I HAVE  his  majefty’s  commands  to  acquaint  you,  that 
“ the  fituation  of  affairs  in  part  of  his  American  dominions  is  fuch  as  makes 
“ it  neceffary,  for  the  honor  and  fsfety  of  the  Britifli  empire,  and  for  the  fup- 
“ port  of  his  majefty’s  juft  rights,  to  defire  the  concurrence  of  his  faithful 
“ parliament  of  Ireland,  in  fending  out  of  this  kingdom  a force  not  exceed- 
“ ing  4000  men,  part  of  the  number  of  troops  upon  this  eftabliftiment,  ap- 
“ pointed  to  remain  in  this  kingdom  for  its  defence  ; and  to  declare  to  you 
“ his  majefty’s  moft  gracious  intention,  that  fuch  part  of  his  army  as  fliall  be 
fpared  out  of  this  kingdom,  to  anfwer  the  prefen t exigency  of  affairs,  is 
“ not  to  be  continued  a charge  upon  this  eftabliftiment,  fo  long  as  they  ftiall 
“ remain  out  of  this  kingdom.  I am  further  commanded  to  inform  you, 
“ that  as  his  majefty  hath  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  the  fecurity  and  pro- 
“ tedlion  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  it  is  his  intention,  if  it  ftiall  be  the  defire 
“ of  parliament,  to  replace  fuch  forces  as  may  be  fent  out  of  this  kingdom, 
“ by  an  equal  number  of  foreign  Proteftant  troops,  as  foon  as  his  majefty 
“ ftiall  be  enabled  fo  to  do;  the  charge  of  fuch  troops  to  be  defrayed  without 
“ any  expence  to  this  kingdom.” 

The  meffage  having  been  referred  to  a committee,  they  refolved,  that  this 
force  of  4000  men  might  at  that  juncture  be  fpared,  provided  they  were  no 
longer  a charge  upon  the  eftabliftiment,  than  they  remained  in  that  king- 
dom. Upon  which  refolution  being  reported  to  the  houfe,  the  patriots  de- 
termined not  to  let  an  opportunity  go  by,  without  manifefting  to  their  con- 
ftituents  their  perfevering  attention  to  the  rights  and  welfare  of  the  nation. 
They  faw  through  this  firft  opening  the  grofs  inattention  of  the  Britifti  ca- 
binet to  the  internal  defence  and  welfare  of  Ireland. 

An  amendment  was  accordingly  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  refolution,  by 
inferting  after  the  word  “ Refolved,”  the  following  words,  viz.  “ That  hav- 
“ ing  in  confequence  of  his  majefty’s  gracious  recommendation,  and  of  our 
“ mature  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  this  country,  repeatedly  declared  our 
“ opinion,  that  12,000  men  are  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  this  kingdom; 
“ being  fenfible,  that  it  ivould  be  a violation  of  the  truft  repofed  in  us, 
“ ftiould  we  have  fubjedled  our  conltituents  to  a very  heavy  expcnce,  in 
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times  of  perfe6l  tranquility,  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  a force,  which 
“ we  are  to  part  with  in  times  of  danger,  and  being  convinced  that  fmce 
“ the  time,  at  which  we  firft  declared  12,000  men  to  be  necelfaiy,  the 
probability  of  a war  has  increafed  and  not  diminiflied  ; it  is  now  the 
opinion  of  this  houfe  that” — 

This  propofed  amendment  was  negatived  upon  adivifion  of  103  againft  58. 
Yet  much  to  the  furprize  and  embarralfment  of  government,  the  fecond  pro- 
pofition  of  introducing  foreign  troops  into  that  kingdom  was  negatived  by 
nearly  as  large  a majority  as  the  firft  was  carried ; namely,  by  lo6  againft  68. 
The  houfe  accordingly  voted  an  addrcfs  to  his  excellency,  expreflive  of  their 
fenfe  and  refolution  upon  this  fubjedl.*  This  condudt  of  the  Irifli  commons 
is  of  fingular  importance  in  the  hiftory  of  Ireland,  inafmucli  as  it  was  the 
firft  patriotic  ftep  taken  by  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  people  toAvards  attaining 

* 9 Com.  Journ.  p.  223. 

To  his  Excellencj,  Simon,  Earl  Harcourt,  Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of  Ire- 
land. The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeffes  in  parliament  aflembled. 

''  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ We  his  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeSs,  the  commons  of  Ire- 
" land,  in  parliament  aflembled,  deeply  impreffed  with  a fenfe  of  the  many  bleffings  we  enjoy 
under  his  majefty’s  government,  humbly  requeft,  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  alfure 
his  majefty  of  our  zeal  at  all  times  for  the  fupport  of  his  juft  rights,  and  for  the  honor  and  fafety 
“ of  the  Britilh  empire.  That  your  e.xcellency  will  be  pleafed  to  exprefs  the  ready  and  cheerful  con* 
" currcnceof  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons  in  fending  out  of  this  kihgdom  a force  not  exceeding 
“ 4000  men,  part  of  the  troops  upon  this  eftablifliment  appointed  to  remain  in  this  kingdom  for 
its  defence.  That  your  excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  aflure  his  majefty,  that  we  acknowledge  his 
''  paternal  regard  to  the  eafe  and  relief  of  this  country,  manifefted  in  his  majefty’s  moft  gracious 
intention,  that  fuch  part  of  his  army  as  may  be  fent  out  of  this  kingdom  during  the  prefent  exi- 
" gency,  lhall  not  be  continued  a charge  upon  this  eftablifliment,  fo  long  as  they  fliall  remain  out 
of  this  kingdom.  That  your  excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  return  his  majefty  our  moft  grateful 
“ thanks  for  his  gracious  declaration,  that  his  majefty  hath  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  fecurity 
and  protection  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  of  which  his  majefty  has  given  a fignal  proof,  by  his  offer, 
" if  it  fliall  be  the  defire  of  parliament,  to  replace  fuch  forces  as  may  be  fent  out  of  this  kingdom, 
“ by  an  equal  number  of  Proteftant  troops,  the  charge  thereof  to  be  defrayed  without  any  expence 
“ to  this  kingdom.  And  we  entreat  your  excellency,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  aflure  his  ma* 
jefty,  that,  fully  fenfibie  of  his  majefty's  benevolent  attention  to  his  failliful  commons,  after  ma- 
tuie  deliberation,  they  have  agi'eed  not  to  defire  that  the  4000  troops,  which  may  be  fent  out  of 
this  kingdomin  the  prefent  exigency,  fliould  be  replaced,  as  mentioned  in  your  excellency’s  mef- 
" fagej  confiding  in  the  vigilance  and  care  of  government,  and  trufting,  tliat  with  its  afliftance, 
''  his  majefty’s  loyal  people  of  Ireland  may  be  able  fo  to  exert  themfelves,  as  to  make  fuch  aid  at 
" this  jun£l*re  unnecelfary.” 
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thatflateof  civil  liberty, which  was  obtained  by  the  nation  in  what  Mr.  Burke 
called  their  revolution  of  1782.  Once  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  had  regained  an. 
influence  upon  the  minifterial  ranks,  many  of  them  rather  fought  than- 
fliunned  opportunities  to  unfetter  their  fliackles,  and  fome  of  them  probably 
created  occafions  of  opening,  with  a view  to  improve  the  terms  of  their  bar- 
gains. A more  favourable  opportunity  could  not  have  prefented  itfelf  to  re- 
fifl:  the  mandates  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  than  a renewed  attack  upon  their  fa- 
vourite privilege  of  originating  money  bills  in  the  commons.  The  heads  of  a 
bill  for  granting  additional  duties  on  beer,  ale.  See.  being  tranfmitted,  were 
returned  with  certain  alterations,  for  which  reafon,  the  bill  was  rejeded,  and 
a new  one  framed.  The  like  circumftances  alfo  attended  the  billfor  g-rantins: 

» O O'  ^ 

ftamp  duties.  As  there  was  by  thefe  means  for  fome  fliort  time  no  law  there 
for  colledting  the  additional  duties  on  tobacco  and  other  goods  imported  into 
that  kingdom,  great  exertions  were  made  by  the  importers  to  procure  fup- 
plies  of  fuch  articles,  before  a new  bill  could  receive  the  royal  aflent.  An  op- 
portunity, which  proved  of  fome  advantage  to  feveral  individuals,  and  no  in- 
confiderable  detriment  to  the  finance. 

The  patriotic  party  having  on  fome  great  national  queftions  been  fupport- 
ed  by  feveral  of  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe,  refolved,  ere  the  felfion 
clofed,  to  afford  another  opportunity  of  calling  forth  their  exertions  upon  the 
general  and  melancholy  ftate  of  the  nation.*  A motion  was  accordingly 
made  two  days  before  the  end  of  the  feffion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  “to 
exprefs  their  inviolable  attachment  to  his  royal  perfon  and  government,  hum- 
bly to  affure  his  majefty,  that  they  felt  a confeious  happinefs  in  the  ample  and 
liberal  difeharge  of  duty  to  a fovereign  fo  ready  to  exprefs  his  gracious  ap- 
probation of  the  loyal  endeavours  of  his  people.  To  return  their  unfeigned 
thanks  for  his  majefty’s  paternal  folicitude  at  the  burdens  fuftained  by  his 
people ; a folicitude  repeatedly  communicated  to  them  from  the  throne  by 
his  majefty’s  reprefentatives,  and  fuggefting  to  them  an  attention  to  the  di- 
minution of  their  expence,  and  the  difeharge  of  their  national  debt : that 
they  met  the  withes  of  his  majefty,  and  would  not,  by  an  inexcufable  filence, 
conceal  from  his  majefty  the  real  diftreffes  of  his  people  of  Ireland.  That 
at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  the  debt  of  that  nation  did  not  exceed 
521,161/.  l6.y.  which  was  then  deemed  fo  confiderable,  that  his  majefty’s 

* 9 Journ.  Com.  p.  280.  What  the  divifion  was  on  this  occafion  the  Journals  do  not  difclofe. 
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paternal  care  thought  itfelf  called  upon  to  dire6t  the  attention  of  his  faithful 
commons  to  the  difcharge  of  their  national  debt,  and  to  fignify  his  gracious 
willies  for  a very  confiderable  diminution  of  their  national  expence.  That 
after  a peace  of  ten  years,  the  debt  of  the  nation  appeared  to  be  fo  increafed, 
that  it  was  voted  by  his  faithful  commons  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament, 
to  be  a fum  not  exceeding  994,890/.  10^.  10|i/.  a circumftance  fo  alarming 
and  infupportable  to  his  people,  that  they  determined  with  one  voice  to  put 
an  end  to  the  pernicious  practice  of  accumulating  debts,  and  they  thought 
it  their  duty  to  accomplilli  that  neceffary  end  by  firft  endeavouring  to  raife 
the  revenue  of  the  kingdom  to  an  equality  with  the  eftablilhment.  That  they 
adopted  every  propofitioii  of  his  majefty’s  minillers,  and  accepted  their  pro- 
mifes  of  oeconomy  with  unbounded  confidence,  vainly  expe6ting,  that  it 
would  be  ever  after  unneceflary  to  affli6l  their  gracious  fovereign,  by  enume- 
rating either  the  complaints  or  the  diftrefles  of  his  people.  That  as  they  willied 
tofecond  the  promifed  ceconomy  of  his  majefty’s  minifters  by  every  effort  on 
their  part,  they  had  confiderably  diminillied  the  fum  ufually  granted  by  this 
houfe  for  the  purpofes  of  national  improvement.  That  in  order,  that  there 
might  be  no  remnant  of  any  arrear  upon  any  of  his  majefty’s  eftablilliments, 
they  had  departed  from  the  iifual  cuftom  of  difcharging  the  arrears  to  the  25th 
of  March  only,  and  had  raifed  the  fum  of  265,000/.  to  pay  them  up  to  the  29th 
of  September,  1773  ; and  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  any  arrear  for  the  future, 
they  had  confented  to  a ftamp  duty,  and  feveral  other  taxes,  ivliich  their  pre- 
deceflbrs,  in  the  times  of  the  moft  expenfive  wars,  had  never  thought  proper 
to  impofe.  That  the  calculations  of  his  majefty’s  minifters  were  admitted, 
their  promifes  were  relied  upon,  the  taxes  they  propofed  were  voted,  and 
their  projects  were  uninterrupted  by  any  oppofition  from  his  faithful  com- 
mons. But  that  they  were  then  reduced  to  the  melancholy  neceffity  of  in- 
forming their  gracious  fovereign,  that  thofe  unqueftionable  proofs  of  their 
zeal  had  been  equally  proofs  of  their  inability.  That  the  new  taxes  had  fallen 
lliort  of  the  eftimates  made  by  his  majefty’s  minifters,  and  unequal,  as  they 
were  to  the  effefts,  which  were  hoped  for,  they  had  ferved  only  to  fliew,  that 
they  had  arrived  at  that  point  of  taxation,  where  the  impofition  of  new 
lowered  the  old  duties.  That  the  debts  and  incumbrances  of  his  faithful  fub- 
je6ts  had  increafed  with  fuch  alarming  rajndity,  that  they  had  in  that  feffion 
been  reduced  to  the  unfortunate  neceffity  of  raifing  175,000/.  to  defray  the 
arrears  incurred  in  one  year  and  fix  months  only.  That  the  perfcvcrance 
of  his  faithful  commons  was  not  yet  exhaufted,  and  they  had  again  endca- 
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voured  in  that  prefent  feffion,  to  fupport  hismajefty’s  eftablifhments,  by  new 
burdens  upon  themfelves.  But  that  the  experience  of  his  majefty’s  minifters, 
affifted  by  the  beft  efforts  of  his  faithful  commons,  had  been  able  to  devife  one 
new  tax  only,  a tax  upon  fpirits  ; a tax  the  laft,  which  they  propofed  for  his 
majefty’s  fervice,  becaufe  it  was  of  the  moft  doubtful  nature ; a tax,  which 
proved  their  defpondency  as  well  as  their  zeal,  and  concerning  which  they 
knew  nothing  certainly,  except  that  it  could  not  produce  enough.  That  they 
faw  before  them  the  neceffity  of  borrowing,  feftion  after feflion  continued.  They 
faw  the  funds,  on  which  they  ufed  to  borrow  nearly  exhaufted.  They  faw  the 
new  duties,  which  they  raifed  with  the  hopes  of  providing  a fufficient  revenue 
within  the  year,  mortgaged  in  part  for  the  payment  of  incumbrances;  and 
that  they  faw  his  majefty’s  minifters  relapfing  into  their  former  defpondency 
of  fupplying  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  in  any  other  manner,  after  every  ef- 
fort, made  on  their  part,  and  feconded  by  them,  and  with  a dreadful  increafe 
of  debt  incurred  during  the  experiment.  That  if  an  indulgence  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s minifters  could  induce  them  to  fupprefs  thefe  truths,  they  ftiould  be 
guilty  of  a criminal  deceit  towards  the  beft  of  fovereigns.  That  could  they 
negle6l  the  moft  elfential  interefts  of  themfelves,  their  conftituents,  and  their 
pofterity,  ftill  their  duty  to  his  majefty  would  prevent  them  from  fuffering 
the  refources  of  his  majefty’s  power  and  dignity  to  dwindle  and  decay ; and 
that  they  were  the  more  neceffitated  to  make  that  earned  application,  be 
caufe  the  evils  they  fuffered  were  not  temporary  or  occafional ; becaufe  they 
could  not  attribute  them  to  any  phyfical  evil,  or  proud  national  exertion, 
but  to  a filent,  wafting,  and  invifible  caufe,  which  had  injured  the  people, 
without  adding  ftrength  to  the  crown.  That  they  therefore  performed  that 
indifpenfable  duty  of  laying  their  diftreffes  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  that 
hiftory  might  not  report  them  a nation,  which  in  the  midft  of  peace,  and  un- 
der a gracious  king,  equally  ready  to  warn  and  relieve,  proceeded  deliberately 
to  their  own  ruin,  without  one  appeal  to  the  wifdom,  which  would  have  re- 
drefled  them.  And  that  they  did  appeal  from  the  temporary  expedients  of 
his  majefty’s  minifters,  to  his  own  wifdom  and  virtues,  and  to  that  permanent 
intereft,  which  his  majefty  had,  and  ever  would  have,  in  the  welfare  of  his 
people.  And  if  fupplication  could  add  force  to  the  pleadings  of  their  com- 
mon intereft,  and  of  their  perfevering  loyalty,  they  fupplicated  that  his  ma- 
jefty would  gracioufly  turn  hi&  royal  attention  to  the  reduction  of  their  efta- 
blifliments,  which  they  were  unable  to  fupport,  and  which  they  would  fup- 
port if  they  could.  That  they  did  not  prefume  to  point  out  more  particu- 
larly 
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larly  what  his  royal  wifdom  would  more  properly  and  effe6lually  diftinguilh. 
That  after  all  their  efforts,  and  all  their  difappointments,  they  had  one  fure 
refource  in  his  majefty’s  royal  juftice  and  wifdom,  and  they  did  reft  aflured, 
that  their  gracious  fovereign  would  not  fuffer  the  ftrength  of  his  crown  to 
be  impaired,  or  the  glories  of  his  reign  to  be  fullied  by  the  unaccountable 
and  entire  ruin  of  a loyal  people.” 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  this  motion,  the  minifterial  party  put  and  carried 
the  queftion,  that  the  motion  fhould  be  adjourned  to  that  day  fe’nnight ; and 
upon  its  being  thus  negatived,  another  motion  was  made,  and  alfo  carried, 
that  an  humble  addrefs  of  thanks  be  prefented  to  his  excellency  the  lord 
lieutenant,  for  his  prudent,  juft,  and  wife  adminiftration.  The  majority  of 
the  votes  for  adjourning  the  confideration  of  this  motion  took  off  none  of  the 
fatal  truth  and  refemblance  of  the  portrait,  which  it  exhibited  of  the  nation 
at  that  melancholy  jundlure.  An  addrefs*  was  framed  in  the  committee,  and 
upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  fourth  paragraph  thereof  an  amendment  was 
propofed  to  he  made  hy  adding  thereto  the  following  words. 

“ At  the  fame  time,  that  we  pay  your  excellency  every  perfonal  refpedt, 
“ and  make  you  the  fame  acknowledgments,  which  we  have  not  refufed  to 

* 9 Journ.  Com.  p.  282. 

" Mav  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ We  his  majefly’s  inoft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  commons  of  Ire- 
" land,  in  parliament  affembled,  obferve  with  pleafure  the  harmony,  which  fubfifts  between  our 

chief  governor  and  the  people,  the  natural  refult  of  mutual  goodwilhes.  The  additional  ftrength 
" which  our  happy  conftitution,  the  envy  of  foreign  nations,  has  lately  received,  fills  our  hearts 
" with  gratitude  towards  his  majefty,  and  muft  ever  refledt  honor  upon  your  excellency’s  adminif- 
" tration.  Freedom  of  eledtion  feems  to  be  effedtually  fecured  by  thofe  falutary  laws,  at  length  ob- 
" tained  by  your  excellency’s  ftrenuous  interpofition,  which  place  our  conftitutional  rights  upon 
" a firmer  bafis  than  ever  they  flood  before.  When  the  liberties  of  the  people  are  fecured,  induftry 
" prevails,  aud  commerce  furvives.  We  acknowledge  with  gratitude,  that  in  return  for  the  libe- 
" rality  of  the  commons,  new  objedls  of  trade,  through  your  excellency’s  interpofition,  are  pre- 
" fented  to  us,  and  new  fources  of  commerce  are  opened,  of  which  we  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  we 
“ fliall  in  time  reap  the  good  effedts.  We  depend  with  the  utmoft  confidence  upon  the  continuanc« 
" of  the  fame  benevolent  difpofition  towards  us,  and  that  your  excellency  will  take  every  opportu- 
" nity  of  reprefenting  the  advantages,  which  nature  has  beftowed  upon  this  iftand,  peculiar  to  it 
" in  fituation,  climate,  and  foil,  which  by  proper  attention  and  encouragement  may  prove  a fund 
" ofwealtli  and  ftrength  to  Great  Britain,  where  the  riches  of  this  kingdom  muft  ultimately  center, 
" We  concur  with  the  wilhes  of  the  people,  that  your  excellency  may  continue  our  chief  governor : 
“ Their  aftedtions  are  the  fureft  teftimony  botli  of  your  private  and  your  public  virtues,” 
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“ any  of  your  predeceflbrs,  we  do  not  mean,  that  it  fliould  be  underftood, 

“ that  the  fituation  of  this  country  is  lefs  deplorable  now  than  it  was  upon 
“ your  excellency's  arrival ; a period  in  which  her  fituation  was  admitted  to 
“ be  defperate.  On  the  contrary,  we  mull  lament,  that  every  propofal,  which 
“ the  wiflies  or  abilities  of  your  adminiftration  fuggelled,  fupported  by  the 
“ moil  perfe6t  conformity  of  parliament,  in  the  courfe  of  four  years  has  had 
“ no  other  efFe6t,  than  to  leave  this  country  more  exhaufted  than  ever,  more 
“ incumbered  with  taxes,  more  loaded  with  debt,  and  more  oppreffed  with 
“ unneceffary  eftablifliments.  That  in  the  firll  feffion  of  your  excellency’s 
“ government,  we  were  induced  to  grant  new  taxes  in  time  of  profound 
“ peace,  under  a perfuafion,  that  the  promifed  frugality  of  adminiftration 
“ would  juftify  the  unufual  bounty  of  parliament,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
“ pernicious  pra6tice  of  running  in  debt  That  in  the  fame  feflion  we  fet  the 
“ example  of  oeconomy  to  your  excellency’s  adminiftration,  by  abridging 
“ our  own  expences ; and  we  provided  for  the  payment  of  a great  arrear, 

“ including  a fifth  half  year,  a liberality  without  precedent,  but  which  we 
“ adopted  to  take  away  all  pretence  of  prefenting  us  with  a future  arrear.  That 
“ the  failure  of  thofe  proje61s  of  finance  propofed  under  your  excellency’s  ad- 
“ miniftration,  as  it  was  a teftimony  of  the  poverty  of  the  kingdom,  foit  was 
“ an  additional  reafon  for  adminiftration  to  preferve  inviolate  the  folemn  en- 
“ gagements  of  oeconomy.  That  we  cannot  but  lament,  notwithftanding 
“ the  liberal  confidence  of  parliament,  the  folemn  profeflions  of  adminiftra- 
“ tion,  and  the  authenticated  poverty  of  the  kingdom,  our  fagacity  cannot  dif- 
“ cover  any  vifible  retrenchment.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  been  in  the 
“ courfe  of  this  feftion  furprifed  with  a new  arrear,  not  lefs  in  proportion  than 
“ that  incurred  in  the  two  laft  years  of  the  adminiftration  of  your  predecef- 
“ for.  We  behold  the  old  burdenfome  eftablifliments,  which  we  know  to  be 
•1“  unneceffary,  and  feel  to  be  infupportable,  continued,  and  increafed ; and 
“ we  fee  the  old  fpirit  of  profufion,  which  has  long  wafted  us  in  time  of  peace, 

“ oppofing  every  projedb  of  retrenchment,  whether  conceived  in  the  fliape  of 
parliamentary  refolution,  or  humble  addrefs  to  the  throne,  with  fatal  fuc-v^ 
“ cefs  under  your  excellency’s  adminiftration,  which  has  been  candid  enough 
“ to  acknowledge  public  diftreffes,  but  not  fortunate  enough  to  relieve  them. 

When  we  ftate  thefe  fa61s,  we  do  not  mean  to  attribute  them  to  your  excel- 
“ lency’s  intentions,  nor  do  ive  attribute  to  thofe  intentions  the  alarming  and 
military  powers  given  to  the  lo weft  officers  in  the  revenue  ; as  little  do  we 

“ attribute 
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attribute  to  thofe  intentions  the  flagrant  violations  of  our  conftitution 
“ in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  four  years.  W e are  convinced  the  alteration  of 
four  money  bills,  that  breach  of  conftitution,  and  infult  on  the  dignity 
“ and  bounty  of  this  nation  ; the  queftioning  of  the  validity  of  the  augmen- 
“ tation  compact  by  fubtleties  as  dangerous  as  unintelligible ; the  involving 
this  country  in  a civil  and  unnatural  war,  the  leaving  her  expofed  to  any 
“ invalion  by  fending  away  her  neceflary  and  ftipulated  defence  in  profecu- 
“ tion  of  that  civil  war ; the  attack  made  on  her  law,  and  the  interruption 
“ of  her  trade  in  the  courfe  of  that  civil  v^ar ; the  refufal  of  a militia  bill, 

“ always  eligible,  now  rendered  neceflary  for  our  feeurity,  and  fo  qualified 
“ as  not  to  alarm  the  arbitrary  fpirit  of  the  times,  were  rneafiires  adopted 
“ not  in  purfuance  of  your  councils,  but  in  total  difregard  of  them;  and 
‘‘  we  are  the  more  ready  to  acquit  your  excellency’s  intentions  of  all  thofe 
meafures,  becaufe  if  they  did  infult  this  country,  they  did  not  lefs  infult 
“ and  violate  the  dignity  of  its  chief  governor.  And  when  your  excellency 
“ fhall  return  to  the  royal  prefence,  and  lay  before  our  fovereign  the  un- 
“ happy  ftate  of  this  kingdom,  you  will  pleafe  to  reprefent  us  as  a nation  un- 
“ able  to  exift  for  ten  years  under  fuch  a fyftem  of  management  as  has  unfor- 
“ tunately  been  purfued  during  your  excellency’s  adminiftration;  as  a people 
“ not  infenfible  to  an  earneft  of  a favourable  difpofition  fliewn  to  us  in  fome 
“ late  a6ts  refpe6i;ing  our  trade,  confidering  that  in  procefs  of  time  they  may  ' 
“ become  a national  benefit ; but  you  vdll  pleafe  to  inform  his  majefty,  that 
“ our  condition  is  mifiinderftood,  if  it  is  thought  that  fuch  a6ts  do  atone  for 
“ the  total  want  of  oeconomy  hitherto,  or  can  fupport  us  under  future  pro- 
“ fufion.  We  entertain  no  doubt  your  excellency  will  make  fuch  reprefen- 
^ tation,  conceiving  the  fa6ts  to  be  melancholy  truths,  and  the  reprefenta- 
“ tion  of  them  incumbent  upon  you  as  an  indifpenfable  duty,  becaufe  the 
“ meafures,  which  have  perplexed  our  revenues,  incrcafed  our  debt,  and  in- 
fulted  our  country,  though  we  muft  luppofe  not  agreeable  to  your  fenti- 
“ ments,  have  all  taken  place  under  your  adminiftration.” 

So  much  analogy  exifted  between  the  cafes  of  Ireland  and  America,  that  it 
became  the  fafliion  both  in  and  out  of  parliament  to  put  them  on  a parallel, 
and  to  argue  indifferently  from  one  and  the  other : the  American  war  never 
was  popular  either  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ; but  in  the  latter  of  thofe 
kingdoms,  the  people  aflumed  the  caufe  of  America  from  fympathy ; in  the 
former  they  abetted  it  upon  principle.  Government  was  ferioufly  alarmed  at 
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the  honorable  light  in  which  the  American  rebellion  was  generally  viewed,* 
and  found  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  difcredit  and  debafe  the  caufe  of 
America  to  the  utmoft.  Lord  Harcourt,  in  clofmg  the  feflion,  affured  the 
parliament,  that  it  mull  give  fincere  pleafure  to  every  friend  of  Ireland  to  re- 
fle6t,  that  whiltl  a.great  part  of  his  majefty’s  dominions  in  America  was  torn 
and  convulfed  by  a moft  unnatural  rebellion,  that  kingdom  wifely  and  atfec- 
tionately  perfevered  in  its  duty,  enjoyed  the  bleffings  of  tranquillity  and 
abundance,  and  cultivated  the  arts  of  peace,  and  the  improvements  of  com- 
merce, agriculture,  and  manufaftures.  This  flattering  pi6ture  of  the  coun- 

* The  American  difpute,  which  fo  much  engaged  the  attention  of  every  part  of  the  Briliflr  em- 
pire, moft  naturally  attrafted  the  confideration  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin.  In  1775,  the  Earl  of  Ef- 
fingham, finding  that  the  regiment  in  which  he  ferved  was  deftined  to  aft  againft  the  colonies, 
thought  it  inconfiftent  with  his  charafter  and  unbecoming  of  his  dignity  to  enforce  meafures  with  his 
fword,  which  he  had  condemned  in  his  legiflative  capacity.  He  therefore  wrote  a letter  to  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war,  refigning  his  command  in  the  army,  and  ftating  his  reafons  for  it.  This  conduft 
rendered  that  nobleman  extremely  popular,  and  the  city  of  Dublin,  at  the  Midfummer  quarter  af- 
fembly,  voted  public  thanks  to  Lord  Effingham,  “ for  having  confiftently  with  the  principles  of  a 
true  Englifliman  refufed  to  draw  his  fword  againft  the  lives  and  liberties  of  his  fellow- fubj efts 
in  America.”  Soon  after  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  in  fuller  terms,  was  prefented  to  him  from  the 
guild  of  merchants  of  Dublin  : the  latter  alfo  prefented  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  feveral 
peers,  who  (as  they  faid)  “ in  fupport  of  the  conftitution,  and  in  oppofition  to  a weak  and  wicked 
“ adminiftration,  protefted  againft  the  American  Reftraining  Bills.”  This  addrefs,  with  the  feveral 
anfwers  of  the  lords  to  whom  it  was  prefented,  appeared  at  that  time  in  the  public  papers,  and  pro- 
duced a very  ftrong  fenfation  throughout  the  nation.  The  llierift's  and  commons  of  Dublin  had  for 
fome  time  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  then  lord  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen,  in  a 
petition  to  the  throne,  againft  the  meafures  purfued  with  refpect  to  the  colonies,  but  were  anfwered 
by  the  latter,  upon  their  firft  application,  that  the  matter  was  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  there- 
fore expedient.  Upon  a fubfequent  occafion,  however,  a committee  of  fix  aldermen,  with  as  many 
of  the  common  council,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a petition  and  addrefs  ; which  after  feveral  weeks 
preparation  or  delay,  being  at  length  accompliffied,  the  petition  was  arrefted  in  its  further  progrefs, 
by  a negative  from  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen.  Upon  this  difappointment,  the  flieriffs  and  com- 
mons entered  into  refolutions,  which  they  prefaced  as  follows  : Anxious  to  preferve  our  reputations, 
from  the  odium,  that  muft  remain  to  all  pofterity  on  the  names  of  thofe,  who  in  any  wife  promote 
the  acts  now  carrying  on  in  America ; and  feeling  the  moft  poignant  grief,  as  well  on  account  of 
the  injured  inhabitants  of  that  country,  as  on  that  of  our  own  brave  countrymen,  fent  on'the  unna- 
tural errand  of  killing  their  fellow-fubjects  : “ Refolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 
“ exert  his  utmoft  abilities  to  allay  the  unhappy  difputes,  that  at  prefent  difturb  the  Britifti  empire.” 
Refolved,  That  whoever  would  refufe  his  confent  to  a dutiful  petition  to  the  king,  tending  to 
undeceive  his  majefty,  and  by  which  it  could  be  hoped  that  the  effufion  of  one  drop  of  fubject- 
“ blood  might  be  prevented,  is  not  a friend  to  the  Britifti  conftitution,” 

try, 
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try,  however  admired  by  fome,  evidently  bore  no  refemblance  to  tlie  original. 
The  fifcal  refources,  and  financial  Rate  of  a country’s  credit,  ever  weigh  heavy 
in  the  fcale  of  national  profperity.  The  expences  of  the  two  preceding  years 
ending  at  Lady-Day,  1775,  exceeded  the  revenue  by  247,797^-  O'?- 
The  national  debt  then  amounted  to  931,690/.  I5.  gid.  and  the  penfions  for 
the  fame  time  to  158,685/.  4s.  Bid.  Parliament  had  again  recourfe  to  the 
ill-judged  plan  of  raifmg  175,000/.  by  another  tontine,  although  they  had 
already  felt  the  inconveniency  and  difad  vantage  of  that  mode  of  borrowing. 
The  greateft  part  of  the  fubfcriptions  to  the  firfi;  tontine  had  been  made  out 
of  the  nation,  fo  that  not  only  the  expence  of  agency  was  incurred  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  annuities  in  London,  but  the  amount  of  thofe  annuities  being  re- 
mitted out  of  the  kingdom  became  an  additional  drain  to  its  fpecie,  and  con- 
fequently  an  increafe  of  the  evil  avifmg  from  abfentees. 

The  firft  o61;ennial  parliament  had  fcarcely  lived  four  years,  when  the  Britilli 
cabinet  found  it  expedient,  that  it  fhould  be  diffolved.  This  parliament  had 
during  the  lafl  feffion  in  two  inftances  oppofed  their  mandates,  and  when 
fummoned  to  attend  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  the  commons  through  their  fpeaker 
made  a juft  but  ungracious  and  ineffeclual  reprefentation  of  the  Rate  of  the 
nation.  Thefe  fymptoms  of  independency  alarmed  government,  and  cre- 
ated a diffidence  in  the  fteadinefs  of  thofe,  Avho  had  enlifted  under  their 
l)anners.  They  looked  to  more  Ready  fubmiflion  in  a future  parliament,  and 
diffolved  the  prefcnt.  IMr.  Pery  Avas  re-ele6tedTpeaker  by  a majority  of  141  to 
98.  The  lord  lieutenant  did  not  meet  the  new  parliament,  Avhich  Avas  con- 
A'ened  in  June,  1776,  pro  forma,  and  by  feveral  prorogations  Avent  OA'er  to 
the  14th  of  October,  1777- 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  in  the  feffion  of  1775  a meflage  from 
his  majefty  had  been  fent  to  the  commons,  requiring  the  ufe  of  4000  men 
out  of  the  army  of  Ireland  for  foreign  fervice,  and  propofmg  to  replace  them 
by  foreign  Proteftant  troops,  Avithout  any  expcnce  to  that  country.  The 
firft  part  of  the  propofal  was  complied  Avith,  but  the  acceptance  of  foreign 
troops  refufed.  The  engagement  for  the  difpofal  of  the  public  money,  in- 
cluded in  the  foregoing  meffage,  Avithout  the  confent  or  knoAvledge  of  the 
Britilli  lloufe  of  Commons,  rendered  this  fubjedt  a matter  of  difcuffion  in 
that  body.  On  the  I5th  of  February,  1776,  Mr.  Thomas  Townfiiend  (after- 
Avards  Lord  Sydney),  there  introduced  it  as  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  that 
houfe,  and  Rated  his  complaint  in  the  following  words  : “ That  the  Earl  of 
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“ Havcourt,  lord  lieutenant  general  and  general  governor  of  Ireland,  did, 
“ on  the  23d  of  November  laft,  in  breach  of  the  privileges,  and  in  derogation 
“ of  the  honor  and  authority  of  that  houfe,  fend  a written  melfage  to  the 
“ Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  figned  with  his  own 
“ hand,  to  the  following  etfe6t having  then  recited  the  melfage,  he  moved 
that  a committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  matter  of  the  faid  com- 
plaint, and  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  lliould  appear  to  them,  to  the  houfe.  This 
gentleman  fupported  his  motion  with  great  ability,  and  was  equally  well  fup- 
ported  by  his  friends.  They  maintained,  that  the  privileges  of  the  houfe, 
though  applied  to  themfelves  individually,  or  colle6lively  in  a more  refined 
fenfe,  were  the  indubitable  right  of  all  the  commons  of  England,  who  had 
one  general  intereft  in  them.  That  though  each  of  thefe  were  an  obje6t  of 
confideration,  tliey  all  funk  to  a very  inferior  degree  of  importance,  when  at 
all  placed  in  oppofition  to,  or  compared  with  that  ineftimable  privilege,  the 
power  of  granting  money,  of  holding  the  purfe  of  their  conftituents,  and  of 
guarding  it  from  the  hands  of  violence,  art,  oi\fraud.  This  was  a truft  of 
the  firlt  magnitude,  which,  in  fa6t,  included  every  other  ; for  Avhile  that  was 
preferved  inviolate,  the  crown  Avould  remain  under  the  conftitutional  control 
of  parliament ; but  whenever  that  was  wrefed  by  open  force,  defeated  by 
indirect  means,  or  done  away  by  fraud,  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  people 
would  be  for  ever  annihilated.  They  pointed  out  the  wife,  commendable,  and 
well-founded  jealoLify  fiewn  by  the  commons,  when  at  anytime,  even  the 
other  houfe  had  interfered  in  the  fmallell  degree  with  that  great  privilege ; 
but  that  when  any  attempts  of  this  fort  were  made  by  the  crown,  or  its  mi- 
nif  erial  agents,  they  immediately  caught  the  alarm  ; and  however  they  were 
before  divided,  had,  at  all  times,  uniformly  united,  as  if  a<5luated  by  one 
foul,  in  refilling  the  fmallell  encroachment  upon  their  power  of  granting  or 
refufing  their  own  money  and  that  of  their  conftituents.  They  faid,  that  the 
melfage  in  quellion  prefented  fa6ts,  and  contained  matters  of  the  moll  fufpi- 
cious  and  alarming  nature.  That  if  the  conditions  it  held  out  had  been  ac- 
cepted, the  parliament  of  England  would  have  been  pledged  to  that  of  Ire- 
land for  the  payment  of  8000  men,  only  to  have  the  ufe  of  4000 ; fo  that 
Ireland  was  to  be  bribed  into  an  acceptance  of  this  infidious  bargain,  by  re- 
taining her  ufual  ellablilliment  as  to  number,  while  die  was  to  be  eafed  of  one 
third  of  the  burthen.  That  fuch  a propolition  could  only  have  originated 
from  the  word;  deligns,  as  the  abfurdity,  they  faid,  was  too  glaring  to  be 
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charged  to  any  degree  of  folly.  But  that  the  nature  of  the  bargain  was  a 
matter  of  little  confequence,  when  put  in  competition  with  that  double  vio- 
lation of  the  conftitution,  that  daring  temerity,  of  engaging  for  the  payment 
of  fums  of  money,  and  venturing  to  propofe  the  introdu6lion  of  foreign 
forces,  without  the  confent  of  parliament.  Some  gentlemen  went  as  far  as 
to  fay,  that  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  defigns,  from  whence  thefe 
propofitions  originated.  One  was  an  experiment  on  the  Irifli  parliament,  to 
try  if  it  could  be  induced  to  confcnt  to  the  reception  of  foreign  troops, 
thereby  to  eftablifh  a precedent,  Avhich  might  be  afterwards  applied  to  other 
purpofes.  The  other  had  alfo  its  fixed  object : it  was  a fcheme,  they  faid, 
however  deep,  formed  on  very  fimple  principles,  and  went  directly  to  veft 
in  the  crown  a virtual  power  of  taxing,  as  opportunity  might  ferve,  both 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In  Ireland,  the  minifter  was  to  be  taught  to  afk 
fome  favor;  then  England  was  to  be  pledged.  In  England  again,  when  fucfi 
circumftances  occurred,  as  rendered  the  attempt  iinpvafticable,  Ireland  was 
to  be  taxed,  to  maintain  the  fupremacy  of  the  Britifii  legiflature.  In  the, 
mean  time,  it  prepared  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  habituated  them  to  fuch 
notions,  as  would  by  degrees  be  the  means  of  reducing  the  parliament  of  each 
to  be  the  mere  inftrumental  agents  of  the  crown,  without  the  lead;  degree  of 
will  or  independency  whatever.  Adminifiration  feemed  in  an  odd  fituation 
upon  this  attack.  The  matter  was  ferious  ; the  offer  of  introducing  foreign 
troops  without  the  previous  confent  of  parliament,  indeed  to  introduce  them 
at  all  as  a permanent  part  of  our  eftablilhment,  could  not  be  a matter  of  in- 
difference to  the  conftitution  and  fafety  of  this  kingdom.  On  this  occafion, 
no  fmall  marks  of  the  want  of  concert  and  fyftem  appeared  in  the  grounds, 
upon  which  this  meafure  was  explained  and  defended  in  the  debate.  The  mi- 
nifter difavowed  thofe  fpecific  inftrubtions,  upon  which  it  was  fuppofcd  the 
meffage  muft  have  been  founded ; but  acknowledged  his  general  co-opera- 
tion, in  matters  relative  to  the  government  of  Ireland.  Both  he,  and  another 
lord,  then  lately  come  into  adminifiration,  difclaimcd  all  refponfibility  what- 
ever, for  the  condufil  of  his  majefty's  fervants  in  that  kingdom.  They  Paid 
in  general  or  feparately,  that  the  viceroy  might  have  miftaken,  or  exceeded 
his  inftrufitions  ; that  he  might  not  have  conveyed  his  meaning  in  the  cleareft 
terms  ; but  that  there  Avas  no  relation  between  the  Britifh  miniftry  and  the 
king's  fervants  in  that  country,  which  rendered  the  former  in  any  degree 
accountable  for  thefe  matters,  and  confcquently  they  could  not  be  afi'eded 
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by  any  cenfa re  grounded  upon  them.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  in  oppofition 
confidered  the  bufmefs  as  of  fomewhat  a lefs  dangerous  nature,  from  the 
fchemes  not  being  carried  into  execution.  They  held,  that  the  fpirit  and 
magnanimity  of  Ireland,  in  rejeHing  the  foreign  troops,  and  in  refufmg  to 
accept  the  offer  for  leffening  her  own  burthen  by  throwing  a part  of  it  upon 
Great  Britain,  had  already  obviated  the  mifchievous  tendency  of  thatmea- 
fure ; fo  that  the  only  obje61;  of  cenfure  now  remaining,  was- the  evil  intention- 
from  which  it  originated.  They  alfo  held,  that  the  whole  weight  of  the  een- 
fure  would  fall  upon  the  lord  lieutenant,  who  was  merely  minifterial  in  the  - 
bufmefs,  while  thofe  who  were  really  culpable  would  not  only  pafs  untouched, 
but  very  poffibly,  from  fome  crooked  motive  of  policy,  might  rejoice  in  the-^ 
ill-placed  effeft.  After  very  confiderable  debates,  the  queftion  being  putj 
near  twelve  at  night,  the  motion  for  a committee  was  rejedted  upon  a divi- 
fion,  by  a majority  of  224  to  lo6;  A motion  nns  then  made  for  laying  the 
votes  of  the  Irifh  commons,  of  fome  fpecified  dates,  and  relative  to  this  bu- 
fmefs, before  the  houfe,  which  paffed  in  the  negative  without  a divifion.  This 
was  fucceeded  by  the  following  motion,  “ That  it  is  highly  derogatory  to 
“ the  honor,  and  a violent  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  and  a dan- 
“ gerous  infringement  of  the  conftitution,  for  any  perfon  whatever  to  pre- 
“ fume  to  pledge  his  majefty’s  royal  word  to  the  houfe  of  the  parliament  of 
“ Ireland  : that  any  part  of  the  troops  upon  the  eftablilhment  of  that  king* 

“ dom  fliall,  upon  being  fent  out  of  that  kingdom,  become  a charge  upon 
“ Great  Britain,  without  the  confent  of  this  houfe,  or  for  any  perfon  to 
“ prefume  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 

“ without  the  confent  of  this  houfe,  that  fuch  national  troops,  fo  fent  out 
‘‘  of  Ireland,  fhall  be  replaced  by  foreign  troops,  at  the  expence  of  Great 
“ Britain.”  The  motion  for  this  refolution  was  loft,  by  putting  the  previous 
queftion,  without  a divifion.'^ 

The  Britifti  cabinet  was  little  fatisfied  with  the  adminiftration  of  Lord 
Harcourt : the  eafy  and  delicate  turn  of  his  mind  ill  qualified  him  to  fupport, 
much  lefs  to  improve  upon  the  fyftem  of  his  predeceflbr : but  by  which  alone, 
to  the  infamy  and  misfortune  of  Ireland,  the  legiflators  of  that  kingdom  were 
to  be  kept  fteady  in  their  ranks  to  the  of  the  caftle.  Although  govern- 

* The  violence  of  party  fpirit  will  often  render  it  difficult  for  the  hiftorihn  to  extract  the  impar- 
tial fpirit  of  a debate  : to  avoid  therefore  any  imputation  of  partiality  or  bias,  the  candid  reader  is 
referred  to  the  whole  debate  on  this  fubjeft  in  the  Appendix,  No,  LXIV. 
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meiit  upon  the  whole  hill  retained  a confiderable  majority,  yet  feveral  of 
their  adherents  had  occafionally,  during  the  laft  feffion,  proved  recreant  from 
their  infi;ru6lions ; fome  had  deferted  their  ranks,  many  amongft  them  wa- 
vered, menaced,  and  complained  of  the  terms  of  their  engagements.  It  was 
therefore  refolved  to  invigorate  the  new  fyftem  by  the  election  of  a new  par- 
liament. For  this  purpofe  an  unufual,  and  till  that  time  unprecedented, 
number  of  promotions  in  the  peerage  took  place  in  one  day*.  Many  other 
engines  were  in  the  mean  time  put  in  motion  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Shortly 
before  this  general  promotion  took  place,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  then  lord  mayor  of 
London,  moved  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons,']'  that  his  majefty's  colo- 
nies in  America  be  continued  upon  the  fame  footing  of  giving  and  granting- 
their  money,  as  his  majefty’s  fubje6ls  in  Ireland  were,  by  their  own  reprefen- 
tatives:  on  which  occafion,  the  Honorable  Temple  Luttrell,j:  obferved,  that 
fuch  efteem  had  he  foi*  the  right  honorable  magiftrate’s  difpofition  and  ta- 
lents, that  if  he  were  to  form  a conftitution  for  the  colonies  to  fatisfy  his  own 
mind,  he  would  have  their  interefts  and  happinefs  better  provided  for,  than 
by  giving  them  a conftitution  on  the  model  of  that  of  Ireland.  A people  fo 
wretched,  fo  opprefled  were  fcarcely  to  be  found  in  any  civilized  part  of  the 
globe.§  Too  many  and  too  crying  were  the  proofs  of  the  national  calamity 

, and 

It  far  exceeded  the  famous  promotion  of  twelve  in  the  days  of  Queen  Ann.  Five  vifcounts 
were  advaneed  to  Earldoms,  feven  barons  to  be  vifcounts,  and  eighteen  new  barons  were  created  in 
the  fame  day.  The  ufual  terms  of  fueh  modern  peerages  are  well  underftood  to  be  an  engagement 
to  fupport  the  caufe  of  their  promoters  by  their  individual  votes  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  by  thofe 
of  their  fubftitutes  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whofe  feats  are  ufiially  fettled  and  arranged  before  they  ' 
vacate  them  upon  their  promotions. 

•f  Viz.  on  the  lOth  of  May,  1776.  X 3 Parliamentary  Debates,  p.  392. 

§ Then  with  allufion  to  the  intended  creation  of  Baron  Macdonald  he  obfei^ed  : " nor  could  a ' 
" more  fubftantial  injur)',  or  a more  humiliating  infult  be  offered  by  a paramount  nation  to  one  of 
“ its  dependencies,  than  what  Ireland  would  experience  at  the  hands  of  a Britiflr  miniftry  within 
forty  eight  hours,  if  his  information  proved  authentic.  An  Englifli  minifter  had  abufed  the  con- 
" fidence  of  his  royal  mafter  fo  far,  as  to  prevail  with  him,  in  his  chara6ter  of  king  of  Ireland,  to 
“ create  hereditary  legiflators  for  that  ifland  from  the  clans  of  the  mountains  of  Scotland.  Men, 
who  in  their  private  charafters,  he  believed  to  be  not  only  irreproachable  but  amiable  and  praife- 
" worthy,  of  authority  and  high  defeent  amidfl  their  own  thanefliips,  yet  whofe  public  pretenfions 
in  the  year  1715  and  1745  (for  he  never  heard  of  any  other)  now  conftrued  loyalty,  were  Bill  in 
the  eye  of  our  conBitution,  acts  of  infamy  and  rebellion.  Pie  flrould  be  told,  perhaps,  that  this 
power  was  a part  of  the  rightful  prerogative  of  the  crovviij  an  idea,  to  which  he  could  never  fub- 
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and  diftrefs  of  the  Irifli,  to  place  this  faying  of  Mr.  Temple  Luttrell  to  the 
account  of  declamation  or  the  heat  of  party. 

The  Englidi  minifters  became  daily  more  embarraffed  and  perplexed  by 
the  encreahng  difficulties  of.  carrying  on  the  American  war,  which  hourly 
became  more  unj)opular  at  home,  and  lefs  fuccefsful  abroad.  The  analogy 
of  the  cafes  of  America  and  Ireland  neceffarily  drew  their  attention  to  this 
latter  country,  and  forced  them  to  fmooth  the  way  for  a new  viceroy,  impli- 
citly devoted  to  their  whole  fyftem.  Lord  Buckinghamdiire  went  over  the 
fworn  fervant  of  the  Britilh  cabinet ; and  left  there  fliould  be  a knot  in  the 
thread  offubferviency,  he  took  over  his  attorney,  Mr.  Heron,  for  his  fecretary. 
The  critical,  alarming,  and  embarraft’ed  fituation  of  Ireland  at  that  junc- 
ture certainly  called  for  a larger  fliare  of  political  knowledge,  experience,  and 
addrefs,  than  either  that  lord  lieutenant  or  his  fecretary  carried  over.  And 
we  muft  not  diflemble,  that  a model!  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  inadequacy  to 
fill  the  arduous  fituation  appeared  in  his  fpeech  to  the  new  parliament  in  Oc- 
tober, 1777-*  “ His  majefty,”  faid  he,  “ has  been  gracioully  pleafed  to  honor 

“ me  with  a moft  diftinguiflied  mark  of  his  confidence  in  appointing  me  to 
“ the  government  of  Ireland  ; with  eafe  he  might  have  found  an  abler  mi- 
“ nifter,  with  difficulty  one  more  anxioully  folicitous  to  juftify  his  choice  in 
“ meriting  your  approbation.  Influenced  by  that  benevolent  fpirit,  which 

feribe,  while  he  remembered  the  wife  and  fterling  definition  of  prerogative  given  us  by  Mr. 
Locke,  who  fays,  “ ’tis  a diferetionary  power  of  a6ting  for  the  public  good,  where  the  pofitive 
laws  are  filent ; if  that  diferetionary  power  be  abufed  to  the  public  detriment,  fuch  prerogative  is 
exerted  in  an  unconftitutional  manner.”  Was  this  adting  for  the  public  good  ? To  bellow  thofe 
“ privileges  and  pre-eminencies,  which  are  attached  to  a peerage  of  a kingdom,  on  perfons  w'hofe 
names  and  families  are  utterly  unknown  to  the  natives  of  fuch  kingdom,  and  without  any  ties  of 
‘‘  property,  of  local  fervices  or  affedlion  ? Barons  whofe  blood  has  been  tainted  by  an  open  violation 
of  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  are,  in  preference  to  the  beft  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  fent  over  to 
polfefs  the  moft  honorable  feats  in  the  fenate,  to  enact  public  flatutes,  and  judge  upon  perfonal 
inheritances  in  the  dernier  refort.”  Mr.  Rigby,  who  had  advifed  the  right  honorable  magiflrate  to 
define  the  conftitution  of  Ireland,  before  he  propofed  it  to  be  adopted  by  the  colonifts:  remarked, 
that  with  refpect  to  the  Scotch  peers,  the  mountaineer  lords,  as  they  were  called,  he  believed  the 
creation  would  do  no  harm,  if  it  did  no  good:  what  good  it  w'ould  do  them,  was  beft  known  to 
themfelves:  but  he  muft  obferve,  that  the  cafe  was  not  without  more  precedents  than  one.  It  muft 
be  admitted,  that  the  defence  of  Mr.  Rigby,  as  Uie  organ  of  government,  againft  the  charge  of  de- 
preciating the  Irifli  peerage,  by  lavifliing  it  on  perfons  no  way  connected  with  or  interefted  in  the 
welfare  of  that  kingdom,  was  not  very  fatisfactory  at  leaft  to  tire  Irifh. 

* 9 Com.  Journ.  p.  309. 
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may  juftly  command  the  affedtions  of  all  his  fubje6ts,  his  inftruftions  to 
“ me  are  to  co-operate  with  his  parliament  in  ev^ery  meafiire,  which  can  pro- 
“ mote  the  improvement,  infure  the  happinefs,  and  cherifli  the  true  interefts 
“ pfthis  kingdom.  I decline  making  any  profeffions  relative  to  my  future 
“ condud ; it  is  by  the  tenor  of  my  a6Uons,  that  the  charader  of  my  admi- 
“ niftration  muft  be  determined.” 

When  the  commons  addreffed  to  his  excellency  their  thanks  for  his  fpeech, 
they  very  lignificantly  alfured  him,  that  they  founded  their  hopes  of  his  ad- 
miniftration  upon  better  omens,  than  thofe  of  mere  alTurances,  and  they  were 
happy  in  having  a chief  governor,  who  chofe  rather  to  reft  his  charader  upon 
his  condud  than  his  profeftions.  Certain  it  is,  that  when  Lord  Buckingham- 
fhireaffumed  the  reigns  of  government,  he  found  the  country  in  a moft  de- 
plorable ftate  of  calamity  and  diftrefs.*  In  Dublin,  numbers  of  wretched 

manufac- 

* Stronger  proofs  cannot  be  adduced  of  national  diftrcfs  than  the  petitions  of  certain  bodies  of 
men,  who  were  fallen  from  opulence  and  profperity  into  the  common  calamity.  Thus  a petition 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  from  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Cork,  fetting  forth  that 
about  the  month  of  November,  1770,  an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  tliips  laden  with  provifions,  and 
bound  from  that  kingdom  to  foreign  countries,  which  was  ftill  continued  by  government,  and  had 
been  very  ftridtly  enforced : that  in  confequence  of  that  long  embargo,  an  extenfive  beneficial  trade, 
carried  on  for  feveral  years  by  that  kingdom  to  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Holland,  for  the  fupply 
of  provifions,  had  been  not  only  interrupted,  but  was  in  danger  of  being  entirely  loft;  the  petitioners 
being  informed,  that  the  merchants  of  thefe  countries  were  refpectively,  ftocked  and  provided  from 
Rulfia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Hamburgh,  whereby  the  ufual  returns  to  that  kingdom  were  dif- 
continued,  new  enemies  to  our  commerce  were  raifed,  and  our  commodities  rendered  ufelefs  and 
unprofitable.  That  great  quantities  of  fait  beef,  not  fit  for  the  ufe  of  government  or  the  fugar  colo- 
nies, being  made  up  in  that  city,  and  alfo  great  quantities  of  beef  and  butter  being  annually  brought 
to  that  market,  thefe  commodities  of  a perilbable  nature  were  there  decaying  for  want  of  a free  ex- 
port, to  the  great  injury  of  the  proprietors  in  particular,  and  of  the  kingdom  in  general.  That  in 
fupport  of  thefe  affertions,  there  then  remained  on  hand,  fince  the  preceding  year,  a very  confider- 
able  quantity  of  provifions,  the  property  of.  feveral  merchants  in  tliat  city,  not  wanted  by  govern- 
ment, and  therefore  without  opportunity  of  fale;  and  although  a confiderable  part  of  the  feafon,  in 
which  thofe  articles  were  made  up  and  exported,  had  already  elapfed,  no  demand  whatfoever  then 
cxifted  for  them,  except  for  fuch  quantities  as  were  required  by  government  alone.  That  his  ma- 
jefty’s  revenue,  which  before  had  received  large  and  conftant  fupplies  from  the  Cuftoms  of  the  city 
of  Cork,  had  decreafed  in  proportion  to  the  decay  of  their  trade.  That  the  embargo,  therefore,  at 
that  time  not  being  warranted  by  any  great  fubftantial  necellity,  but  on  the  contrary,  reftraining 
and  preventing  the  diffufion  of  trade,  was  pregnant  with  the  moft  ruinous  confequences,  not  only- 
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manufa6i;urers  had  been  reduced  to  extreme  indigence,  and  would  have  ab- 
folutely  perillied,  had  they  not  been  fupported  by  public  charity  : nor  was  go- 
vernment able  to  make  grants,  either  to  promote  induftry,  or  to  relieve  the 
national  calamities.  Every  branch  of  the  revenue  failed,  and  fuch  was  the 

to  the  commerciab  but  alfo  to  the  landed  interefts  of  that  nation  j and  therefore  the  petitioners 
prayed  redrefs. 

The  manufadurers  in  Dublin  alfo  petitioned  parliament  that  feffion,  dating,  that  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  extreme  diflrefs  of  the  working  manufadturers  and  their  families,  confequent  to 
the  want  of  employment,  had  for  fome  time  pad  aflbciated  themfelves,  in  order  to  advife  and  ad- 
minider  the  mod  effedtual  relief  in  their  power  j that,  aided  by  the  liberal  benefadtions  of  many 
others,  they  had  daily  fupplied  the  craving  necedities  of  above  twenty  thoufand  perfons,  numbers 
of  whom  mud  elfe  have  adtually  peri  died  for  want  of  food.  ' That  the  petitioners,  well  aware  how 
much  more  defirable  it  was  in  every  refpedt,  to  enable  the  poor  to  earn  their  own  livelihood,  than 
to  fupport  them  in  idlenefs,  early  diredled  their  .attention  to  tliat  important  objedl,  and  refolved 
to  apply  as  much  of  the  fund,  which  the  public  liberality  had  fupplied,  as  could  be  fpared  from  the 
immediate  relief  of  prefent  urgent  necedity,  to  the  purpofe  of  bounties  on' manufadtures  purchafed 
by  wholefale  buyers  within  a diort  time,  hoping  that  meafure  might  have  created  a ufeful  demand  ; 
but  they  pi'efently  found  the  caufe  of  the  didrefs  to  be  of  too  great  a magnitude  to  be  adected  by 
their  feeble  edbrts.  ’From  the  bed  information  that  had  been  obtained,  and  the  mod  probable  cal- 
culations that  could  be  formed,  die  petitioners  had  reafon  to  believe  that  there  were  manufactures 
in  Dublin  of  wool,  worded,  filk,  linen,  and  cotton,  to  the  amount  of  at  lead  300,000/.  lying  on  the 
hands  of  makers,  for  which  diere  was  not  any  demand,  the  diopkeepers  and  retailers  being  already 
loaded  With  very  heavy  docks  ; whereas  at  that  feafon  of  the  year  the  ufual  demand  for  mod  of  ihefe 
manufactures  had  been  fo  great  as  entirely  to  take  off  the  goods  from  the  makers.  The  petitioners, 
therefore,  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  fuch  unhappy  circumdances  utterly  incapacitated  the  ma- 
nufacturers from  proceeding  in  their  refpective  branches  of  bufinefs,  and  giving  employment  to  the 
poor.  That  it  would  be  an  indignity  to  the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the  houfe,  for  the  petitioners 
to  attempt  to  expatiate  on  tlie  importance  and  necedity  of  furnifliing  employment  to  the  lower  or- 
ders of  the  people,  or  on  the  prefent  affecting  miferies  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Dublin  j and  it 
would  as  ill  become  them  to  prefume  to  point  out  modes  of  relief.  That  it  was  only  for  the  peti- 
tioners to  bring  that  great  fnbject  to  the  view  of  the  houfe,  to  date  the  facts,  which  had  come  to 
• their  knowledge,  and  when  required  to  fupport  them  by  evidence  5 having  a mod  perfect  confi- 
dence, that  fuch  relief  as  diould  appear  neceffary  and  adequate,  would  not  be  lefs  freely  granted 
-than  it  was  earnedly  wifhed  and  prayed  for  by  the  petitioners.  Another  petition  was  alfo  prefented 
■from  the  manufacturers  of  filk,  wool,  linen,  and  cotton,  in  the  city  of  Dublin  and  liberties  adjoin- 
ing ; fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  from  want  of  trade,  were  overloaded  with  goods  for  which 
there  was  no  demand,  amounting  to  upwards  of  300,000/.  That  having  worked  up  their  capitals 
and  credit,  and  finding  no  fale  for  their  goods,  they  had  been  under  the  painful  necellity  of  difeon- 
tinuing  employment  to  the  working  people,  whereby  they  and  their  families,  to  the  number  of 
many  thoufands,  were  reduced  to  extreme  poverty. 
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poverty  of  the  nation,  that  the  militia  law  could  not  be  carried  into  eflfe6t.  Ire- 
land could  not  pay  her  forces  abroad,  and  was  obliged  to  borrow  money  from 
England  to  pay  thofe  at  home.  The  parliament  was  neceffitated  to  raife 
money  at  an  exorbitant  intereft;  the  expences  in  1777  having  amounted  to 
above  80,000/.  more  than  the  revenue : 1 66,000/.  were  therefore  borrowed, 
and  attempted  to  be  raifed  in  the  old  manner  upon  debentures  at  4/.  per 
cent. 

So  truly  defperate  was  the  financial  date  of  Ireland,  that  like  defponding 
bankrupts,  the  commons  undertook  to  grant,  what  they  knew  they  had  not 
the  means  of  paying.  Even  the  minifterial  party  could  not  be  blind  to  their 
fituation.  They  would  not  however  permit  any  cpieftion  to  be  brought  for- 
ward upon  the  date  of  the  country  in  the  commons,  led  too  drong  refolu- 
tions  upon  it  diould  be  carried,  or  their  oppodtion  to  them  diould  appear 
even  too  rank  for  their  own  fydem.  They  accordingly  had  again  recourfe  to 
the  half  meafure  of  conveying  their  imperfe6t  fenfe  of  the  didrefsful  date  of 
the  country  through  their  fpeaker,  who  in  prefenting  the  drd  four  money 
bills  paired  in  that  fedions  addreded  himfelf  to  the  lord  lieutenant  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  ; 

“ May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ The  fame  principle  of  dut}^,  which  dire6ted  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  lad  parliament,  has  eminently  didinguidied  the  prefent  in 
“ this  their  drd  fedion  of  bufinefs,  a certain  proof,  that  it  is  not  condned  to 
“ any  clafs  of  men,  but  actuates  the  whole  mafs  of  the  people  in  this  king- 
“ dom.  The  commons,  however  difappointed  in  their  hopes,  that  the  large 
“ dims,  which  had  been  raifed  to  difcharge  debts  fuccedively  incurred,  and 
“ the  great  addition  of  taxes,  which  had  been  impofed  to  prevent  any  future 
“ dedciency,  would  have  proved  ede^tual  for  thofe  purpofes,  have  now  made 
“ providon  for  a new  arrear  of  1 66,000/.  which  they  could  not  accomplifli 
“ without  a new  loan  ; to  pay  the  intered  of  which,  they  have  been  obliged 
“ to  engage  the  fcanty  remnant  of  the  former  loan  duties,  the  only  fund  now 
“ left;,  in  this  they  have  confulted  more  the  honor  of  his  majedy’s  govern- 
“ ment  than  the  ability  of  the  nation.  But,  however  difcouraging  the  pre- 
“ fent  date  of  affairs  may  be  to  them,  it  will  adbrd  your  excellency  a fa- 
vorable  occadon,  which  they  doubt  not  you  will  improve,  of  doing  a dgnal 
“ fervice  to  this  country,  by  laying  before  his  majedy  the  didiculty,  under 
“ which  it  labours,  and  by  explaining  the  necedity  either  of  limiting  the  ex- 
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“ pence,  or  of  extending  the  trade  of  this  kingdom.  They  place  unbounded 
“ confidence  in  his  majefty’s  wifdom,  juftice,  and  paternal  care  of  all  his 
“ fubje6ts,  and  they  rely  on  your  excellency’s  candour  and  humanity  to 

make  a faithful  reprefentation  to  his  majefty  of  their  unlliaken  loyalty, 

“ duty,  and  aftedtion.” 

Although  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  through  the  organ  of  their  fpeaker 
conveyed  thefe  fentiinents  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  which  it  fhould  feem  ought 
to  have  committed  them  to  follow  up  the  fpirit  of  them  with  elfedt ; yet  in 
the  divifion,  which  took  place  on  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  of  143  againft 
66,  we  read  the  melancholy  perverfity  of  a fyftem,  which  binds  the  mem- 
bers to  vote  againtl,  what  on  any  other  occafion  than  that  of  a divifion 
of  their  houfe,  they  individually  and  colledtively  admit  and  approve  of.  Thus 
Avere  the  approved  principles,  fpirit,  and  fubftance  of  their  fpeaker’s  addrefs 
to  the  lord  lieutenant,  when  carried  into  detail  and  pradtice,  rejedled  by  the 
very  perfons,  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  fpoken  through  the  mouth  of  the 
approver.  The  patriots  however,  although  fenfible,  that  no  motion  from 
their  fide  of  the  houfe  would  ever  be  adopted  by  the  majority,  who  in  Lord 
Clare’s  phrafe  were  kept  fteady  in  their  ranks,  yet  they  refolved,  .that  their 
zealous,  though  ineffedtual  exertions  to  heal  the  wounds  (of  their  expiring 
country  fliould  be  handed  down  to  pofterity,  whofe  impartial  judgment  no 
intereft  would  fway.  After  the  fpeech  of  the  lord  lieutenant  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament  had  been  read  by  order,  a motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion 
put  (though  afterwards  negatived  by  a majority  of  77),  *That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefiy,  humbly  to  lay  ourfelves  at  his  majefty’s 
feet,  to  affure  him  of  our  unlliaken  affedlion  to  his  perfon  and  government^ 
to  lay  before  him  the  ftate  of  this  nation,  declaring  our  readinefs  and  zeal 
to  fupport,  in  the  moft  honourable  manner,  the  neceftary  expences  of  his 
government,  and  the  dignity  of  his  crown  ; that,  however  in  the  prefent 
feflion  of  parliament  we  have  granted  the  fupplies  which  were  afleed  for  the 
fupport  of  the  prefent  eftablilliments,  yet  Ave  lliould  deceive  his  majefty  if  we 
fuftered  him  from  thence  to  conceive,  that  the  expence  of  thofe  eftablilh- 
ments  could  meet  with  the  continued  fupport,  or  entire  approbation  of  his 
faithful  commons.  That  the  expences  of  his  majefty’s  government  have  fo 
increafqd  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years,  that  the  charge  of  the  civil  lift  alone 
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has  neariy  doubled  in  that  period.  That  one  of  the  many  caufes  of  that  in- 
creafe  is  the  rapid  and  aftonifliing  growth  of  the  penfion  lift,  now  more  than 
e\^er  an  object  of  univerfal  complaint ; a lift,  Avhich  does  now  greatly  exceed 
theexpences  of  all  other  charges  of  the  civil  lift,  even  in  its  prefent  ftate,  and 
does  confiderably  exceed  the  Avhole  civil  lift  at  Lady-day,  1757,  and  is  nearly 
double  the  charge  of  tlae  penfion  lift  at  that  period,  when  it  was  fo  extrava- 
gant, that  tlie  commons,  fenfible  of  its  weight,  entered  unanimoufty  into  the 
following  refolution,  which,  with  many  others  againft  it,  were  laid  before 
his  late  majefty  : 

“ Refolved,  That  the  granting  of  fo  much  of  the  public  revenue  in  pen- 
fions,is  arrimprovident  difpofition  of  the  revenue,  an  injury  to  the  crown, 
and  detrimental  to  the  public.”  That  this  increafe  in  the  penfion  lift  is 
more  feverely  felt  by  his  majefty’s  fubjeds,  when  they  confider  that  its  pre- 
fent extravagance  does  not  appear  to  have  any  foundation  or  excufe  in  the 
public  fervnce,  or  private  want  of  thofe,  who  principally  compofe  it ; and  his 
majefty’s  faithful  fubje6ts  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  in  a lift  fo  greatly  aug- 
mented in  favour  of  fuch  perfons,  and  in  times  of  accumulating  debt,  the' 
real  names  of  fome  of  thofe  penfioners,  and  the  merits  of  more,  have  not 
been  truly  laid  before  him.  That  another  caufe  of  this  increafe  is,  a number 
of  new,  great,  and  additional  falaries  in  the  nature  of  penfions,  annexed  to 
lefler  offices,  moftly  finecures,  or  of  fo  infignificant  a truft,  that  the  frugality 
of  former  times  allotted  to  them  fmall  falaries.  That  another  caufe  is  the 
creation  of  new  employments,  or  the  annexing  great  falaries  to  old  offices, 
that  became  obfolete,  becaufe  they  weremfelefs.  That  offices  fo  created,  or 
revived,  or  endowed  with  great  additional  falaries,  are  become  a heaw 
charge  upon  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjeds,  unneceflary  to  the  dignity  of  his 
crown,  and  under  a prince  of  lefs  virtue,  dangerous  to  the  conftitution. — 
That  his  majefty’s  predeceflbrs  were  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confine  military 
contingencies  and  concordatum  to  cext^an  bounds,'  but  in  the  laft  two  years, 
during  a confiderable  part  of  which  time  a great  proportion  of  the  army  was 
not  on  the  eftabliftiment,  the  exceedings  on  military  contingencies  Avere 
greater  by  far  than  in  the  two  former  years,  and  greater  than  ever  Avas  knoAvn 
in  Ireland,  of  Avhich  unexampled  excefs,  a very  confiderable  part  does  not 
appear  to  be  expended  for  military  purpofes,  but  is  an  inferior  penfion  lift, 
applied  to  the  ufe  of  perfons,  many  of  Avhom,  from  their  occupation  or  fex, 
cannot  be  comprehended  Avithin  the  meaning  of  a military  contingency. 

3 L 2 That 


452 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


That  the  charge  for  exceedings  on  concordatum,  like  that  of  military  contin- 
gencies, has  greatly  exceeded  its  limit,  and  in  its  excefsand  application  is  a 
grievance.  That  the  original  eftablilhment  was  10,000/,  that  the  exceeding 
of  Lady- day,  1777,  was  above  50,000/.  an  exceeding  greater  than  ever  was 
known  before,  part  of  which  was  for  fecret  fervice,  an  expence  fufpicious 
from  its  nature,  and  alarming  from  its  growth.  That  the  exceedings  on 
military  contingencies  and  concordatum  are  the  more  an  objebl  of  our  jea- 
loufy,  as  we  prefume  they  are  the  more  unbounded,  becaufe  they  do  not  come 
under  the  previous  infpedtion  of  his  majefty,  and  to  this  we  attribute  the 
abufes  Avhich  have  prevailed  in  both,  and  the  application  of  great  fums  of 
public  money  to  purpofes,  which  do  not  feem  to  belong  to  faid  eftablilhments, 
or  to  any  branch  of  the  expence  of  government. 

That  in  1773,  his  majefty ’s  faithful  commons  did  grant  feveral  new  duties  ; 
that  they  Avere  induced  to  fuch  grant  by  a reliance  then  had  on  the  faith  of 
his  inajeRy’s  minifters,  plighted  by  the  moft  folemn  aflurances  publicly  made 
to  his  commons,  that  the  then  expences  of  government  fliould  be  greatly 
retrenched,  fo  that  the  neAv  grants  of  the  people,  and  the  ftipulated  retrench- 
ment by  the  miniftry,  thould  unite  to  eftabliili  a fyllem  of  equalization,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  ruinous  pradtice  of  running  in  debt.  That  his  majefty’s 
faithful  commons  have  performed  their  part  of  the  engagement,  by  raifing 
the  revenue;  but  that  the  expences  of  this  goA^ernment,  inftead  of  being 
diminilhed,  have  been  beyond  example  increafed,  infomuch,  that  the  com- 
mons did,  in  this  feflion  of  parliament,  come  unanimoufly  to  the  folloAving 
refolutions  : “ Refolved,  That  the  nett  produce  of  the  unappropriated  reve- 
“ nue  for  the  tAvo  years  ending  at  Lady-day,  1777,  as  ftated  in  theaccompt- 
ant-general’s  paper.  No.  5,  including  occafional  payments,  exceeded  the 
“ produce  of  the  faid  reA'enue  for  the  tAro  years,  ending  at  Lady-day,  1775, 
“ in  the  fum  of  214,297/.  5s.  “ /iLeyd/tW,  That  the  charge  of  the  mi- 

“ litary  eftablilhment  from  Lady-day,  1775,  to  Lady-day,  1777,  Araslefsthan 
“ the  charge  of  that  eftablilhment  in  the  tAvo  former  years,  in  the  fum  of 
“ 98,240/.  l6^.  44c/.”  “ Refolved,  That  it  appears  from  the  accomptant- 

“ general’s  paper.  No.  3,  that  the  total  amount  of  public  charges,  excluliv'e 
“ of  appropriated  funds,  and  deducting  the  charge  on  account  of  Duncan- 
“ non  Fort,  for  the  two  years  ending  Lady-day,  1777,  Avas  1,629,073/.  5s.  ‘l\d. 
“ and  exceeded  the  produce  of  the  rcA^enue  applicable  thereto,  in  the  fum  of 
‘‘  82,130/.  195.  Id.'’  “ that  it  appears,  that  the  higheft  revenue  ever  known  in 
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tills  country  does  not  equal  the  expences  of  government^  even  when  a great 
proportion  of  the  army  is  not  on  the  eftablilhment.  That  the  bounty  of  his 
majefty’s  eommons  has  had  little  effebt,  other  than  to  encourage  new  and 
unnecelfary  expences,  whereby  his  faithful  commons  are  fubjecl  to  a fiill  ac- 
cumulating debt ; and  likewife  to  thofe  taxes  granted  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
putting  an  end  to  fo  ruinous  a practice.  That  as  the  expences  of  government 
when  the  army  return,  Avill  be  confiderably  greater,  fo  the  revenue  upon  an 
average  calculation,  will  be  probably  lefs  than  in  the  two  laft  years  : that  the 
revenues  have  already  gone  back  in  the  half  year  ending  laft  September,  above 
100,000/.  And  accordingly  his  majefty’s  minifters,  finding  themfelves  unable 
to  fupport  the  prefent  charges  of  government,  without  increafing  the  debt  of 
the  nation,  though  aided  by  all  the  new  taxes,  and  though  a great  jnopor- 
tion  of  the  army  was  not  upon  the  eftablilhment,  did  apply  for  a loan  of 
160,000/.  bringing  down  the  arrear  to  the  29th  of  laft  September,  a method 
which  has  not  been  the  ufual  refort  of  his  inajefty’s  minifters,  and  which  be- 
fpcaks  their  fenfe  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation. 

That,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  war,  his  majefty  was  gracioudy  pleafed 
to  order  the  then  chief  governor  of  Ireland,  to  recommend  to  his  faithful 
commons  a diminution  of  the  then  debt,  and  a reduction  of  the  then  expences 
of  government,  that  the  debt  of  the  nation,  as  refolved,  was  then  52!,l6l/. 
l6i-.  0|.</;  that  the  debt  of  the  nation  at  Lady-day,  1777,  was  not  lefs  than 
834,086/.  ig.y.  3d. ; and  tlie  nation  is  likewife  fubjebl  to  the  pay  of  certain  life 
annuities,  at  the  rate  of  6/.  per  eent.  forthefuin  of  440,000/.  befides  1 66,000/. 
provided  for  by  loan  this  feflion  of  parliament ; in  all  1,440,086/.  \gs.  3d.  of 
AV'hich  the  greater  part  has  been  accumulated  fince  the  peace,  and  more  parti- 
cularly Muthin  tliefe  few  years  laft  paft,  notwithftanding  the  new  tax  granted 
to  put  an  end  to  the  ruinous  pradlice  of  running  in  debt.  That  the  loan 
duties  were  the  laft  feftion  of  parliament  increafed  ; and  when  the  loan  of  the 
prefent  feflion  ftiall  be  reforted  to,  M'ill  in  all  probability  be  exhaufted.  'I'hat 
the  expences,  which  have  out-run  the  abilities  of  the  people,  appear  the  more 
alarming,  becaufe  his  majefty’s  faithful  commons  cannot  be  apprized  what 
bounds  are  intended  to  be  put  to  them.  Tliat  even  though  we  could  be  in- 
duced to  think  that  fuch  expences  v/ere  the  objcdls  of  fupport,  not  of  re- 
trenchment, yet  an  attempt  to  lay  new  duties  upon  import,  export,  or  home 
confumption,  would  probably  deprefs  the  old  duty,  and  hazard  or  deftroy 
the  weakly  remains  of  the  trade  of  Ireland,  That  we  humbly  hope  his  ma- 
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jefty  will  forgive  us  for  having  delayed  fo  long  to  lay  before  him  the  real  Rate 
of  this  country,  a country  labouring  under  the  fevered;  rellridtions  in  trade, 
and  under  a heavy  weight  of  taxes,  which  are  yet  exceeded  by  her  expence. . 
That  we  have  waited  as  far  as  was  confiftent  with  our  tluty  to  his  majefty,  or 
to  thofe  whom  we  reprefent,  confiding  in  the  folemn  and  repeated  alTurances 
of  oeconomy  from  time  to  time  received  from  his  majefty’s  minifters ; that 
at  length  harrafied  by  a courfe  of  unneceffary  expence,  we  can  no  longer 
refrain  from  laying  the  Rate  of  this  nation  at  the  foot  of  the  throne;  and. 
without  prefuming  to  point  out  any  particular  method  of  redrefs,  we  domoR 
humbly  rely  upon  his  royal  virtues,  and  implore  his  protedion.” 

It  was  now  currently  believed,  though  not  officially  known  in  Ireland,  that 
France  was  about  to  abet  the  caufe  of  the  American  coloniRs;  upon  which, 
as  on  all  occafions,  the  Irifh  were  prominently  forward  in  giving  proofs  of 
their  attachment,  duty,  and  loyalty  to  their  fovereign.  The  commons  there- - 
fore  prepared  an  addrefs  to  his  majeRy,  and  fen t it  up  to  the  lords  for  theirr 
concurrence.*  But  within  four  days  from  their  having  voted  that  addrefs, . 
IMr.  Secretary  Heron  informed  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  he  had  in  com- 
mand from  his  excellency  to  communicate  to  them  the  following  melfage  :t 
(“  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.) 

“ I have  his  majefty’s  commands  to  acquaint  you,  that  his 
“ majefty,  having  been  informed,  by  order  of  the  French  king,  that  a treaty. 

* The  form  of  the  addrefs  was  to  the  following  etfeA  : 9 Com.  Journ.  p,  45i. 

“ To  the  King’s  Mofl  Excellent  Majefty.  The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and 

''  Burgefles  in  parliament  aflembled. 

" Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  and 

“ commons  of  Ireland,  in  parliament  aflembled,  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  affairs  beg 
“ leave  humbly  to  approach  your  majefty  with  the  moft  unfeigned  aflurances  of  loyalty,  duty  andat- 
“ tachment  to  your  majefty’s  royal  perfon  and  government ; and  to  declare,  that  at  a time  when  tlie 
“ public  tranquillity  is  in  danger  of  being  further  difturbed  by  the  interpofition  of  a foreign  power, 

" we  feel  ourfelves  called  upon  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  exprefling  our  zeal  for  the  dig- 
“ nity  of  your  majefty’s  crown,  and  our  earneft  wifhes  and  warmeft  regards  for  the  profperity  of 
Great  Britain.  We  think  it  at  this  time  peculiarly  incumbent  on  us  to  aflure  your  majefty,  that 
“ your  majefty  may  rely  with  the  greateft  confidence  on  the  entire  affedtion  of  your  faithful  fub- 
“ je6ts  of  Ireland,  and  depend  on  their  co-operating  chearfully  with  your  majefty  to  tlie  utmoft  of 
“ their  ability,  in  aflerting  the  honour  of  your  majefty’s  government,  and  eftablilhing  the  fecurity 
“ of  your  dominions.” 
j 9 Com.  Journ.  p.  458. 
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“ of  amity  and  commerce  has  been  figned  between  the  court  of  France  and 
“ perfons  employed  by  his  inajefty’s  revolted  fubjecls  in  North  America,  has 
“ judged  it  neceffary  to  direct,  that  a copy  of  the  declaration  delivered  by 
“ the  French  ambaflador  to  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth,  be  laid  before  the 
“ Houfe  of  Commons  ; and  at  the  fame  time  to  acquaint  them,  that  his  ma- 
“ jelly  has  thought  proper,  in  confequence  of  this  offenfive  communication 
“ on  the  part  of  the  court  of  France,  to  fend  orders  to  his  ambaffador  to  with- 
“ draw  from  that  court.  That  his  majelly  is  perfuaded  that  the  juftice  and 
“ good  faith  of  his  condu61  towards  foreign  powers,  and  the  fincerity  of  his 
“ widies  to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  will  be  acknowledged  by  all 
“ the  world  ; and  his  majefty  trulls,  that  he  diall  not  Hand  refponfible  for  the 
“ dillurbance  of  that  tranquillity,  if  he  lliould  find  himfelf  called  upon  to  re- 
“ fent  fo  unprovoked  and  fo  unjull  an  aggreffion  on  the  honour  of  his  crown, 
“ and  the  elTential  interefts  of  his  kingdoms,  contrary  to  the  moll  folemn 
“ alfurances,  fubverlive  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  injurious  to  the  rights  of 
“ every  fovereign  power  in  Europe.  That  his  majelly,  relying  with  the 
“ firmeft  confidence  on  the  zealous  and  aifeftionate  fupport  of  his  faithful 
‘‘  people,  is  determined  to  be  prepared  to  exert,  if  it  lhall  become  neceffary,  all 
“ the  force  and  refources  of  his  kingdom,  which  he  trulls  will  be  found  ade- 
“ quate  to  repel  every  infult  and  attack,  and  to  maintain  and  uphold  the 
“ power  and  reputation  of  his  dominions.” 

After  this  meffage  had  been  read,  it  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
journals,  and  a motion  was  immediately  made  and  carried,  that  an  humble 
addrefs  lliould  be  prefented  to  his  excellency,  to  requell  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  return  his  majelly  their  thanks  for  the  important  intelligence  his 
majelly  had  been  pleafed  to  communicate  to  them.  That  they  had  read  with 
the  utmoll  indignation  and  refentment  a copy  of  the  declaration  delivered  by 
the  French  ambaflador  to  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth;  and  that  they  could 
not  but  applaud  the  meafiire  taken  by  his  majefty,  in  confequence  of  that 
offenfive  communication  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  France,  in  fending  or- 
ders to  his  ambaffador  to  withdraw  from  that  court:  that  confiding  in  his 
majelly ’s  paternal  attachment  to  the  welfare  of  his  people,  and  hisfpirited  re- 
gard for  the  honor  of  his  crown,  they  made  no  doubt,  but  he  would  purfue 
fuch  mcafures  as  might  elfe61ually  preferve  and  affert  thofe  great  objeds ; 
and,  that  as  they  were  confeious  no  part  of  his  majefty ’s  dominions  could  ex- 
ceed his  faithful  fubjeds  of  Ireland  in  the  moll  loyal  attachment  to  his  perlbn 
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and  government,  fo  were  tliey  perfaaded,  that  his  majefty  would  extend  his 
royal  care  and  attention  to  the  effe6lual  protedtion  and  defence  of  that  king- 
dom; and  that  they  entreated  his  excellency  to  allure  his  majefty,  that  in  lb 
doing,  he  might  rely  on  the  moft  zealous  and  aftedionate  fupport  of  that 
houfe,  and  that  they  would  chearfully  make  good  whatever  expence  Ihould 
be  necelfarily  incurred  thereby  ; fmcerely  lamenting  that  their  abilities  were 
not  equal  to  their  zeal  for  the  honor  of  his  majefty’s  crown,  and  the  real  in- 
terells  of  Great  Britain.  That  the  juftice  and  good  faith  of  his  majefty  to- 
wards foreign  powers  were  too  confpicuous,  and  the  fmcerity  of  his  wilhes  to 
preferve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  too  well  known,  to  admit  of  his  being  re- 
fponfible  for  the  difturbance  of  that  tranquillity,  if  his  majefty  Ihould  find 
himfelf  obliged  to  refent  fo  unprovoked  and  fo  unjuft  an  aggreftion  on 
the  honor  of  his  crown,  and  the  elTential  interefts  of  his  kingdoms.  That 
they  made  no  doubt  but  his  majefty  v^ould  find  abundant  refources  in  the 
ftrength  of  his  kingdoms,  and  above  all,  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  to  repel 
every  infult  and  attack,  and  to  maintain  and  uphold  the  power  and  reputa- 
tion of  his  majefty’s  dominions  ; and  that  they  could  not  but  rejoice,  that  his 
majefty 's  loyal  fubjecls  of  Ireland  had  had  an  opportunity  of  anticipating  the 
prefent  occafion,  by  unanimous  and  uncalled-for  aft’urances  of  their  affedion- 
ate  zeal  and  loyalty  to  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government. 

Although  artifice  and  power  combined  to  varnifii  the  appearances  of  the 
political  ftate  of  the  country,  and  to  bolfter  up  a falfe  credit,  the  delufion  did 
not  laft  even  three  months.*  Three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  were  ordered  to 

be 

* 9 Journ.  Com.  p.  463.  Mr.  Forfler,  according  to  order,  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take  into  further  confideration  the  melTage  from  his  excel- 
lency the  lord  lieutenant,  the  refolution,  which  the  committee  had  diredted  him  to  report  to  the 
houfe,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after  delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows  : — ” Refohed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  for  all  and  every  the 
“ fum  or  fums  of  money,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  800,000/.  to  be  fubfcribed  in  fhares  of  lOO/. 
“ each,  that  lhall  be  paid  by  any  perfon  or  perfons,  natural-born  fubjefts  or  foreigners,  into  his 
“ majefty’s  treafury,  at  the  inftance  of  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  or  other  chief  governor 
“ or  governors  of  this  kingdom  for  the  time  being,  to  be  applied  towards  the  necefl'ary  expences  of 
“ government,  in  putting  and  maintaining  this  kingdom  in  a ftate  of  defence,  upon  one  or  more 
tontine  or  tontines,  fcheme  or  fchemes  of  life  annuities,  this  houfe  will  make  good  to  the  perfon 
or  perfons  fo  paying  and  advancing  Inch  fum  or  fums  refpeftively,  or  to  any  perfon  lawfully  au- 
thoiized  to  receive  the  fame,  annuities  of  6/.  by  tlie  year  for  every  lOO/.  fubfcribed  and  paid,  for 
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be  railed  on  the  30th  of  March,  1778,  by  a tontine  at  6/.  per  cent.  And 
fuch  was  the  affurance  of  government  upon  the  propofal  of  this  loan,  that 
when  the  patriots,  upon  the  convi6tion  of  the  inability  of  the  country  to  raife 
it,  moved  for  reducing  it  to  150,000/.  the  propofed  redu6lion  was  immediately 
negatived  upon  a divifion.  Such,  however,  was  the  depreffed  hate  of  public 
credit  at  that  time,  that  on  the  3d  of  June  Mr.  Secretary  Heron  had  the  mor- 
tification to  communicate  the  following  melfage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

(“  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.) 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ IN  purfuance  of  a refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
entered  into  on  the  3 lit  day  of  March  laft,  for  raifmg  upon  a fcheme  of  life 
“ annuities,  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned,  a fum  not  exceeding  the  fum 
“ of  300,000/.  to  be  paid  into  liis  majefty’s  treafury,  to  be  applied  towards  the 
“ neceflary  expences  of  government,  in  putting  and  maintaining  this  king- 
“ dom  in  a hate  of  defence,  I have  given  fuch  dire6lions  as  appeared  to  me 
“ moft  proper  to  carry  the  fame  into  execution  : and  I am  forry  to  inform  you, 
“ that  it  is  found,  after  the  moft  diligent  endeavours  exerted  for  the  pur- 
“ pofe,  that  the  fum  intended  to  be  raifed  by  that  refolution  cannot  be  ob- 
“ tained  upon  an  intereft  of  61  percent,  with  benefit  of  furvivorlhip.  I therc- 
“ fore  thought  it  incumbent  on  me,  that  this  houfe  Ihould  be  made  acquainted 
‘‘  therewith,  not  doubting,  that  the  commons  of  Ireland,  attentive  to  the 
“ honor  of  his  majefty’s  government,  and  to  the  fafety  of  this  kingdom, 

I 

and  daring  the  lives  of  the  perfons  to  be  nominated  by  the  perfons  fubferibing  and  paying  the 
faid  fum  or  fums  refpe(Stively,  their  executors,  admin  illrators,  or  affigns,  the  faid  annuities  to 
“ be  made  good  in  the  fame  manner  as  annuities  granted  by  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  the  fef- 
lion  holden  on  the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  years  of  his  prefen  t majefiy,  intituled,  ^ An  Ad  for 
” granting  Annuities  in  the  manner  therein  provided,  to  fuch  perfons  as  lhall  voluntarily  fubferibe 
towards  the  railing  a fum  not  exceeding  175,000/.  and  to  be  payable  at  fuch  place  or  places,  and 
“ in  fuch  manner,  with  fuch  benefit  of  furvivorlhip  upon  each  and  every  fuch  tontine  or  fcheme  of 
“ life  annuities,  and  with  all  and  every  fuch  rights,  benefits  and  advantages,  and  fubjeft  to  all  and 
“ every  fuch  regulations  and  reftriftions  as  in  and  by  the  faid  aft  were  granted,  enafted,  made,  and 
“ provided  concerning  the  annuities  in  the  faid  aft  mentioned,  the  faid  annuities  upon  the  fum  or 
“ fums  fo  to  be  advanced,  to  be  payable  half  yearly  in  equal  proportions,  on  fuch  days  in  every 
“ year,  and  to  commence  on  fuch  day  or  days,  and  the  lhares  or  fubferiptions  of  1 OO/.  each,  to  be 
" paid  at  fucli  times  and  in  fuch  proportions  j and  the  lives  for  whicli  fuch  annuities  lliall  be  grant- 
“ cd,  to  be  nominated  within  fuch  time  or  times  before  the  2qth  day  of  Sept.  1779,  as  his  excel- 
“ lency  the  lord  lieutenant,  or  any  other  chief  governor  or  governors  of  this  kingdom,  for  the  time 
being,  lhall  publicly  declare  and  appoint.” 
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will  take  fucli  meafures  as  fliall  be  moft  prudent  to  carry  the  intention  ol' 
“ that  falutary  refolution  into  immediate  efieft.” 

Preffed  as  was  the  Britilh  miniftry  with  the  unpopular  and  ruinous  contelt 
with  the  American  colonifls,  now  backed  and  openly  fupported  by  France  ; 
loling  their  influence  and  credit  at  home ; and  greatly  embarrafied  for  the 
ready  and  efficient  means  of  raffing  the  fupplies.  Lord  North  found  it  in- 
cumbent upon  him  to  devife  fome  public  meafures,  thatfliould  atleaft  fubfti- 
tute  a fliare  of  that  popularity,  which  he  was  now  daily  lofing,  and  relieve- 
thefe  fifcal  difficulties,  by  facilitating  the  means  of  recruiting  the  navy  and 
army.  He  was  not  ignorant  of,  though  he  betrayed  no  public  alarm  at  the 
diffufion  of  the  American  fpirit  of  liherty  through  all  ranks  of  people  in  Ire- 
land. He  alfo  too  well  knew  the  national  grounds  of  difcontent  and  mifery,. 
which  ftretched  ov^er  the  ^vhole  furface  of  that  kingdom.  It  may  have  been 
uniformly  remarked  throughout  this  hiftory,  that  the  Irifli  have  been  ever 
profufely  grateful  for  every  thing,  that  had  come  to  them  in  the  form  of  con- 
ceffion  and  kindnefs  ; but  the  relu6tant  boon  wrung  out  of  the  grafp  of  power 
by  extreme  diftrefs,  can  never  be  received,  or  returned  Avith  fair  fenfibility. 
The  blame  of  having  long  Avithholden  ought  not  however  to  efface  the  whole 
merit  of  late  or  partial  conceffion.  To  the  admin iftration  of  Lord  North 
mull  be  giv^en  the  Angular  and  important  credit  of  having  Arft  opened  the 
door  of  liberality  to  the  Irifli  Roman  Catholics,  in  the  face  of  a very  power- 
ful and  determined  oppofition.  It  fell  to  his  lot,  to  experience  the  fatal 
effedts  of  former  emigrations  from  Ireland  to  America  : it  being  a fa6t  beyond 
queflion,  that  moft  of  the  early  fuccefles  in  America  Avere  immediately  oAving 
■ to  the  vigorous  exertions  and  proAvefs  of  the  Irifli  emigrants,  (chiefly  from 
the  North)  Avffio  bore  arms  in  that  caufe.  He  accordingly  adopted  the  Avife 
policy  of  engaging  the  affedlions  and  gratitude  of  the  Irifli  people,  by  alle- 
viating in  fome  degree  the  immediate  caufe  of  their  forenefs  and  difcontent. 

The  progrefs  of  the  American  conteft  had  afforded  a ftrong  pra6tical  leffoit 
to  miniftry  of  the  importance  of  national  harmony  at  home.  It  Avas  refolved 
therefore  in  the  cabinet,  that  fome  popular  meafure  of  toleration  fliould  be 
brought  foi’Avard  in  each  parliament.  But  the  mind  of  the  public  Avas  not 
yet  fo  broken  in  to  this  liberality,  that  the  minifter  dared  to  fubmit  it  to 
parliament  as  a government  meafure.  He  Avell  kncAV,  that  the  patriots  in 
' both  parliaments  Avould  fupport  the  propofition,  and  that  it  Avould  be  carried 
by  the  natural  and  imbiaffed  majority,  from  the  moment  that  the  minifter’s 
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affent  gave  freedom  of  voting  to  all  his  adherents.  *The  Englilh  Houfe  of 
Commons  being  in  a committee  to  take  into  confideration  the  a6ls  of  par- 
liament relating  to  the  Irifli  trade,  the  Earl  of  Nugent  obferved,  that  from 
a long  feries  of  unfliaken  loyalty  the  Iriilr  were  entitled  to  every  encourage- 
ment which  good  and  faithful  fubjedls  could  deferve,  and  a wife  and  grateful 
government  could  give ; opprelTive  laws  had  hitherto  been  their  only  reward  ; 
he  did  not,  however,  mean  to  complain  ; if  he  did,  his  generous  countrymen 
would  difavow  his  complaints  : they  then  faw  Great  Britain  in  diftrefs  ; that 
lilenced  their  refentment ; and,  forgetful  of  their  wrongs,  unfolicited  they 
now  made  a tender  of  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  the  fervicc.  If  the  narrow 
policy  of  Great  Britain  had  not  kept  them  low,  they  would  have  fent  over 
fomething  more  fubftantial  than  addrelfes  ; their  armies  would  arrive  here  for 
our  defence.  Would  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  fuffer  every  fentiment 
of  gratitude  and  juftice  to  be  ina6live  in  their  breafts  ? Would  they  become 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  policy  ? He  truf  ed,  he  was  fure,  they  would  not ; and  he 
had  not  a doubt  but  the  houfe  would  give  ample  proof,  that  they  were  not 
void  of  difcernment  to  fee,  nor  of  inclination  to  reward  merit.  He  had 
taken  a view  of  all  the  laws,  which  bore  hard  on  Ireland,  and,  trufting  to 
the  juftice  and  humanity  of  the  houfe,  he  had  drawn  up  a few  refolutions 
which  he  hoped  the  committee  would  adopt.  His  lordfliip  then  moved,  that 
the  Irilli  might  be  permitted  to  fend  on  board  of  Britilli  velfels,  navigated 
according  to  law,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  our  fettlements  abroad,  all  forts 
of  Irilli  manufaftures,  woollen  and  woollen  clothes  excepted. f IMr.  Pelham 
profelfed  himfelf  a well  wiflier  to  Ireland  ; and  faid,  that  no  man  had  a greater 
refpe6l  for  that  kingdom  than  he  had;  he  was  not,  however,  Avithout  his 
doubts,  that  the  prefent  meafure  would  be  highly  detrimental  to  the  manu- 
fadtures  of  this  country  ; the  taxes  in  Ireland  being  low,  and  labour  cheap, 

* 8 Eng.  Deb.  p.  206.  This  committee  fat  on  the  7th  of  April,  1778. 

f 8 Eng.  Deb.  p.  208.  Lord  Nugent  then  made  another  motion.  That  the  Iriflr  might  be  per- 
mitted to  import  all  forts  of  ware  and  merchandize  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  plantations  abroad, 
indigo,  tobaccc^  and  fugar  only  excepted.  The  word  fugar  was  inferted  by  his  lordfliip,  merely 
to  prevent  an  oppofltion  from  the  Weft  India  merchants  j but  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Newhaven, 
it  was  left  out,  and  the  motion  patfed  JVon.  Con.  Lord  Nugent  again  moved,  that  glafg  manu- 
fadured  in  Ireland  might  be  exported  by  the  Irilli,  except  into  Great  Britain  j and  that  Irifh  cotton 
might  be  imported  duty  free  into  Great  Britain.  Thefe  motions  paflTed  unanimoufly.  Mr.  Burke 
then  moved,  that  Irifli  fail  clotli  might  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  duty  free.  This  motion 
likewife  pafled  Nem,  Con. 

the 


3 M a 


460 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


the  Irifli  would  be  able  to  underfell  us,  and  thereby  ruin  feveral  of  our  trad- 
ing towns. 

Lord  Beauchamp  begged  leave  to  fet  the  honorable  gentleman  right.  The 
taxes  in  Ireland  were  many  and  high  ; and,  proportionably  to  the  means  of 
paying  them,  confiderahly  greater  than  in  England.-  Some  gentlemen  who 
had  travelled  into  Ireland,  had,  from  the  opulence  of  its  metropolis,  and 
the  unbounded  hofpitality  of  the  people  of  falhion,  formed  very  unjuft  ideas 
of  the  real  ftate  of  the  kingdom : it  was  reduced  by  oppreftive  laws  to  a 
wretched  fituation  ; their  loyalty  was,  however,  fuperior  to  every  other  felfhli 
confideration ; they  fa w nothing  but  our  danger ; and  though  our  a6ts  had 
baniflied  into  foreign  countries  numbers  of  their  brethren,  and  left  them  in 
a miferable  ftate,  ftill  they  were  willing  to  ftrain  every  nerve  to  ferve  us  in 
the  moment  of  diftrefs : a braver,  more  generous,  and  more  loyal  people  was 
not  to  be  found  ; he  flattered  himfelf,  therefore,  that  they  Avould  be  treated 
by  the  houfe  according  to  their  high  deferts. 

Jl/r.  T.  Townjhend  exprefled  his  warm  approbation  of  the  motion ; was 
happy  to  fee  the  mift  of  prejudice  begin  to  difperfe ; would  be  happy  to  give 
the  meafure  a broader  bottom  ; though  as  ftedfaft  a Proteftant  as  any  gentle- 
man in  the  houfe,  he  declared  he  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  fome  means  adopted 
to  grant  fuch  indulgencies  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  as  might  at- 
tach that  great  body  of  men  to  the  prefent  government  : their  afteftions  had 
been  alienated ; he  wiflied  to  recall  them  by  indulgent  behaviour. 

Lord  North,  adverting  to  what  Mr.  Townfliend  had  faid,  declared  he 
would  with  all  his  heart  concur  in  any  meafure,  that  could  tend  to  anfwer  fo 
defirable  an  end  ; but  it  was  not  their  province ; it  was  the  province  of  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  ; the  laws  which  M ere  fo  fevere  againft  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics had  originated  there,  and  redrefs  of  domeftic  grievances  fliould  of 
right  originate  likewife  from  them  ; and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Irifli  par- 
liament would  fee  where  the  grievance  lay,  and  redrefs  it,  for  there  M^as  not 
any  where  a people  of  more  liberal  fentiments  than  the  Irifli.  The  penal 
laws  of  Ireland  were  the  confequences  of  apprehenfion,  which,  however 
groundlefs,  always  adopts  the  moft  cruel  and  fevere  policy.  The  Irifli  com- 
plained, and  complained  with  juftice;  but  it  muft  be  left  to  the  candour  of 
their  own  parliament  to  grant  fuch  indulgence  to  the  Roman  Catholics  as 
their  loyalty  deferved : he  requefted  the  houfe  M^ould  agree  to  that,  which 
was  in  their  power,  and  their  province  ; to  relax  the  trade  Ian  s would  benefit 
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the  Irifli,  and  ultimately  enrich  ourfelves ; embarked  in  the  fame  caufe  with 
us,  they  cannot  be  called  our  rivals  in  trade,  but  their  rivals  were  our  rivals. 
The  exceptions  of  woollen  cloth  he  would  fay  nothing  to ; it  might  not, 
perhaps,  be  juft;  but  it  was  a point  given  up  by  the  Irifti,  and  confirmed 
by  an  ancient  compa6l : if  it  fliould  be  found  in  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings 
on  this  bufmefs  that  any  other  exceptions  were  neceftary,  the  houfe  no 
doubt  w'ould  make  them.  Upon  the  whole,  the  motion  fhould  meet  his 
hearty  concurrence. 

Thus  did  the  Britifir  minifter  in  the  moft  public  manner  declare  his  cordial 
and  unequivocal  wifties,  that  his  majefty’s  Catholic  fubje6ts  of  Ireland  fhould 
be  relieved  from  what  he  admitted  they  complained  of  with  juftice  : but  it 
was  to  be  effe61;ed  by  the  Irifli  parliament,  in  which  it  is  lamentable  to  fay, 
bigotry  aixl  prejudice  ftill  held  a fway,  long  fince  banifhed  from  the  walls  of 
St.  Stephen’s.  The  principle  of  toleration  applied  both  to  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland ; but  the  political  neceflity  of  reducing  that  principle  into  a6lion 
operated  upon  the  two  kingdoms  in  the  inverfe  ratio  of  the  refpedtive  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  two  parliaments  to  effe6t  it.  In  Great  Britain  fcarcely  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  population  profefled  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  : and  that 
body  had  long  enjoyed  a fort  of  tacit  prote6i;ion  from  the  rigor  of  the  penal 
laws.  *Yet  as  Lord  Afhburton  obferved  on  feconding  the  motion  of  Sir 
George  Savile,  “ the  mildnefs  of  government  had  hitherto  foftened  the  rigor 
“ of  the  law  in  the  pra6tice,  but  it  was  to  be  confidered,  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
“ tholic  priefts  were  ftill  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  loweft  and  bafeft  of  man- 
“ kind  ; for  on  the  complaint  of  any  informing  conftable,  the  magifterial  and 
“ judicial  powers  were  bound  to  enforce  all  the  fliameful  penalties  of  the  a6t.” 
On  the  14th  of  May,  1778,  Sir  George  Savile  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  certain  penalties  and  difabilities  provided  in  an  a6l  of 
the  10th  and  11th  of  William  III.  intituled,  “ An  a6t  to  prevent  the  further 
“ growth  of  popery.”  In  propofing  this  repeal,  the  honorable  baronet  ob- 

* 8 Eng.  Deb.  p.  acs.  Speech  of  Mr.  Dunning.  Some  time  before  this  period  the  penal  laws 
had  been  enforced  againft  two  priefts,  a Mr.  Malony,  and  Mr.  Talbot,  the  brother  of  the  Earl  of 
Shrew'fbury.  But  to  the  humanity  of  the  Britifli  nation  it  muft  be  recorded,  that  thefe  proceedings 
had  been  reforted  to  by  a folitary  individual,  one  Pain,  a carpenter,  who  having  two  daughters, 
little  bufinefs,  much  bigotry,  and  more  covetoufnefs,  had  formed  the  fingular  fpeculation  of  ac- 
quiring 20,000/.  apiece  for  his  daughters  fortunes  by  informations  under  the  penal  ftatutes  againft’ 
the  Catholics. 
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ferved,  that  he  meant  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  affert  the  principles  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  to  which  all  perfeciition  yvas  foreign  and  adverfe  ; that  the 
penalties  in  queftion  were  difgracefid  not  only  to  religion,  but  to  humanity  : 
they  Avere  calculated  to  loofen  all  the  bands  of  fociety,  to  diffolve  all  focial, 
moral,  and  religious  obligations  and  duties  : to  poifon  the  fources  of  do- 
meftic  felicity,  and  to  annihilate  every  principle  of  honor.  Such  Avas  the 
liberality  of  the  houfe,  that  the  motion  Avas  carried  Avithout  a diffentient 
A'oice.  Lord  Afliburton,  then  IMr.  Dumung,  feconded  the  motion  Avith  his 
ufual  ability,  and  Mr.  Thurloxo,  the  attorney  general,  explained  and  ftrongly 
fupported  the  bill.  Lord  Beauchamp,  in  expreffing  his  extreme  fati.sfa6tion 
at  the  motion,  obferved  that  it  gave  him  the  more  pleafure  at  that  time,  as 
he  thought  the  commercial  advantages,  Avhich  parliament  then  meant  to  be- 
llow on  Ireland  Avould  be  of  very  little  ufe  to  that  country,  unlefs  they  Avere 
accompanied  by  a repeal  of  the  penal  laA\'s,  Avhich  had  long  depreffed  three 
fourths  of  the  people  there.;  and  that  bill  he  hoped  would,  Avhen  paffed,  be 
an  example  to  the  Irilli  parliament,  in  Avhofe  poAver  it  Avas  to  giA^e  that  relief 
to  their  brethren ; and  he  Avas  forry  to  fay  he  thought,  though  their  faith 
Avere  in  fome  degree  pledged  for  the  effe61  of  fome  fuch  meafure,  nothing  had 
yet  been  done  for  that  people.  They  had  begged  to  have  a teft  of  loyalty 
and  obedience  to  the  government  given  tlrem  : that  teft  Avas  made,  and  taken 
by  a large  and  refpedlable  number  of  Roman  Catholics  ; yet  nothing  had  been 
granted  them  in  return.  Nay  more ; Avhen  a bill  had  been  brought  into  the 
Irilh  parliament  to  allow  Papifts  to  take  building  leafes  in  corporate  tOAAms, 
that  moft  reafonable  indulgence  was  ungeneroufly  refufed  them.  Something, 
lie  faid,  might  be  fuggefted  in  excufe  Avith  relation  to  the  late  difturbances 
in  the  fouth  Aveft  part  of  Ireland ; but  he  afiiired  the  houfe,  that  he  never 
knew  a Roman  Catholic  of  property  in  that  country  Avho  did  not  exprefs 
the  greateft  abhorrence  of  thofe  violences ; and  he  Avas  convinced,  that  it  AA’as 
Avant  of  employment, 'Avant  of  induftry,  and  Avant  of  reward  for  labour,  that 
caufed  them  ; and  he  concluded  Avith  a declaration,  that  he  did  not  think 
the  little  indulgence,  Avhich  Avas  then  propofed  to  be  given  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  this  kingdom,  fliould  be  accompanied  by  any  teft,  as  he  Avas  fure, 
that  any  member,  Avho  read  over  the  a6l  of  King  William  (which  he  then 
held  in  his  hand)  Avould  think  that  in  repealing  it  he  Avas  not  fo  much  em- 
ployed in  conferring  favours  on  the  Catholics  as  in  refeuing  the  ftatutes 
from  difgrace. 
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The  real  policy  of  relaxing  the  penal  code  of  the  Irifli  had  univerfally  per- 
vaded not  only  the  Britilh  cabinet,  but  the  Britiih  fenate;  not  one  morofe, 
bigotted,  or  fanatical  voice  was  heard  in  difcord,  to  this  truifin  advanced 
by  Mr.  Burke  on  Lord  Nugent’s  firft  motion  for  a committee  to  confider  the 
trade  of  Ireland,  That  Ireland  was  now  the  chief  dependance  of  the  Britijh 
crown,  and  that  it  particularly  behoved  this  country  to  admit  the  Irifh  nation 
to  the  privileges  of  Britijh  citizens  *'  For  although  a confiderable  oppofition 
were  afterwards  made  to  the  bill  for  opening  the  trade,  the  llrongeft  oppofers 
of  that  meafure  admitted  the  neceffity  of  palling  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  R,o- 
man  Catholics  in  Ireland. f On  the  eleventh  day  after  the  Britifli  Houfe  of 
Commons  had  given  the  liberal  example  of  univerfal  alfent  to  Sir  George  Sa- 
vile’s  motion  in  favor  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  England,  Mr.  Gardiner  on 
the  25th  of  May,  1778,  made  a motion  in  the  Irilli  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
the  queftion  being  put,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  his  majefty’s  Roman  Catholic  fubjedls  of  Ireland,  and  that  Mr.  Gar- 
diner, the  Hon.  Barry  Barry,  and  Mr.  Yelverton,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  fame,  and  it  was  can  ied  in  the  affirmative.^  At  the  fame  time  the  Pref- 
byterians  of  Ireland  bearing  in  mind,  that  the  facramental  teR  had  been,  im- 
pofed  upon  their  anceftors  by  their  lying  by,  when  new  feverities  Avere  im- 
pofed  upon  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  came  forward  on  this  occafion 
to  partake  of  the  firft  fymptoms  nf  tolerancy  in  an  Irilh  parliament.  In  order 
not  to  be  excluded  from  the  indulgencies  about  to  be  difpenfed  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, Sir  Edtvard  Newnham  on  the  fame  day  moved,  that  leave  might  be 
given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a bill  for  the  relief  of  his  majelly’s  fubjeds  the 
Proteftant  Diffenters  of  that  kingdom:  and  Sir  Edward  Newnham  and  Sir 
Boyle  Roche  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame.  But  whether 
from  a conviction,  that  the  relief  to  the  Diffenters  was  not  of  equal  urgency 
with  that  propofed  to  be  granted  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  or  that  the  Britilh 
cabinet  had  hitherto  expreffed  no  opinion  or  inclination  in  their  favor,  the 
meafure  Aras  remitted  to  another  feffion. 

• 8 Eng.  Deb.  p.  185.  viz.  l April,  1778. 

t Thus  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  one  of  the  moft  violent  oppofers  of  the  ^extenlion  of  Irifh  trade  faid,  he 
well  knew  the  grievances  of  Ireland,  and  lamented  them  ■,  amongft  which  were  the  Irifli  Pen- 
fion  Bill— the  finecure  offices,  the  Roman  Catholic  Bills,  the  Abfentees,  and  various  others;  and  al- 
lured the  houfe  he  would  gladly  join  tlie  houfe  in  redrefling  them. 

i Journ.  Com.  p.  475.  The  divifion  is  not  given  in  the  Journals. 
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The  great  obje6t  and  important  confequence,  which  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land obtained  by  this  bill  was  the  legiflative  avowal  contained  in  the  pream- 
ble of  it,  of  thofe  fads  and  affertions,  which  fome  few  years  back,  it  would 
have  been  confidered  little  diort  of  treafon  to  have  advanced  : namely,  that 
the  feverities  of  the  ad  of  Ann  ought  to  be  relaxed,  that  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  were  excluded  from  and  ought  to  be  admitted  to  the  blelTmgs 
of  our  free  conftitution,  and  that  it  would  promote  the  profperity  and  ftrength 
of  all  his  majefty’s  dominions,  that  the  Catholics  fliould  be  bounden  to  the 
Proteftants  by  mutual  intereft  and  affedion.*  The  eftabliiliment  of  this 
principle  gave  them  a footing  to  hand  upon  in  every  future  application  to 
the  crown  or  parliament  for  a full  participation  of  every  hlejjbig  of  our free 
confitution.  The  advantages  granted  by  this  ad  were,  that  any  Roman  Ca- 
tholic taking  and  fubfcribing  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declaration  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  13th  and  14th  of  Geo.  III.  c.  35.  might  take,  enjoy,  and 
difpofe  of  a leafe  for  999  years  certain,  or  determinable  on  the  dropping  of 
five  lives,  and  that  the  lands  then  feifed  by  Catholics  fliould  in  future  be  de- 
fcendible,  devifeable,  or  alienable  as  fully,  as  if  they  were  in  the  feifin  of  any 
other  fubjed  of  his  majefty  ; and  that  it  fliould  no  longer  be  in  the  power  of 
a child  to  fly  in  the  face  of  his  parent  by  demanding  a prefent  maintenance 
out  of  the  father’s  perfonal  eftate,  or  by  depriving  him  totally  of  the  inhe- 
ritance of  his  real  eftate,  as  he  before  had  been  enabled  to  do  by  the  2d  Ann, 
c.  6.  This  ivas  a qualilied  admiffion  over  the  threfliold  of  property,  and  the 
more  welcome  to  the  Catholics,  from  their  convidion,  that  a breach  once 
made  in  that  penal  fortrefs,  it  was  impoflible  it  fhould  hold  out  much  longer.f 

Although 

* n and  18  Geo.  III.  c.  49.  An  aftfor  the  relief  of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  of  this  kingdom 
profeflTing  the  Popifti  religion.  “ Whereas  by  an  aft  made  in  this  kingdom  in  the  fecond  year  of 
" her  late  majefty  Queen  Ann,  intituled.  An  Aft  to  prevent  the  further  Growth  of  Popery,  and 
" alfo  by  another  aft  made  in  the  eighth  year  of  her  faid  reign  for  explaining  and  amending  the 
“ faid  aft,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  made  fubjeft  to  feveral  difabilities  and  incapacities 
" therein  particularly  mentioned  : and  whereas  from  their  uniform  peaceable  behaviour  for  a long 
” feries  of  years,  it  appears  reafonable  and  expedient  to  relax  the  fame,  and  it  muft  tend  not  only 
" to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  this  kingdom,  but  to  the  profperity  and  ftrength  of  all  his 
“ majefty’s  dominions,  that  his  fubjefts  of  all  denominations  fliould  enjoy  the  bleflings  of  our  free 
" conftitution,  and  fliould  be  bound  to  each  other  by  mutual  intereft  and  mutual  aft'eftion  &c. 

Among  other  warm  fupporters  of  this  bill  was  Sir  Hercules  Langriflie,  to  whom  Mr.  Burke 
4hus  wrote  with  reference  to  it  (p.  87)  ” It  is  a thing  humiliating  enough,  that  we  are  doubtful 

of 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


4 05 


Although  lefs  were  in  fad  granted  by  Mr.  Gardner’s  bill  to  the  Iriili,  than 
by  Sir  George  Savile’s  bill  to  the  Englifli  Roman  Catholics,  yet  widely  dif- 
ferent was  the  progrefs  of  each  through  the  houfes.  The  former  was  con- 
tefted  in  every  ftage  through  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons : on  the  5th  of 
June,  1778,  fivedivifions  took  place  upon  it,  though  each  were  carried  in  the 
affirmative:  and  on  the  15th  of  the  fame  month  three  divifions  in  like  man- 
ner were  had.*  On  the  iOth  Mr.  Dillon,  who  took  a very  adive  part  in  the 
bill,  reported  progrefs  from  the  committee,  where  it  was  warmly  debated, 
and  upon  the  motion  for  the  houfe’s  refolving  itfelf  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  to  take  the  faid  heads  of  the  bill  into  further  confideration,  on 
the  18th  of  June  the  houfe  divided,  56  againft  47.  Mr.  Tottenham  and  Mr. 
William  Handcock  were  prominent  in  their  oppofition  to  the  bill.  On  the 
18th  the  houfe  in  committee  fat  in  debate  till  three  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  on  the  19th  till  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  upon  thefe  heads  of  a bill ; 
and  on  the  20th  Mr.  Gardner  was  ordered  to  attend  his  excellency  the  lord 
lieutenant  with  the  faid  heads  of  a bill,  and  defire  the  fame  might  be  tranf- 
mitted  into  Great  Britain  in  due  form.  Thus  after  the  fevereft  conteft,  with 
the  full  and  unequivocal  approbation  of  government,  the  general  fupport 
of  the  patriots,  and  the  unanimous  accord  of  the  Britifli  legiflature  in  a fimilar 
indulgence  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  England,  were  thefe  heads  of  a bill  car- 
ried through  the  Iritli  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  fmall  majority  of  nine.  Upon 
the  third  reading  of  this  bill  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  contents  with  their 
proxies  were  36,  and  the  not  contents  were  12.  On  the  14th  of  Auguft  the 
lord  lieutenant  put  an  end  to  the  feffion.  After  having  complimented  both 
houfes  upon  their  long  and  faithful  attendance,  he  affured  the  commons,  that 

" of  the  efFedi:  of  the  medicines  we  compound.  We  are  fure  of  our  poifons.  My  opinion  ever 
“ was  (in  which  I heartily  agreed  with  thofe,  that  admired  the  old  code)  that  it  was  fo  conflrudted, 
“ that  if  there  was  once  a breach  in  any  eflential  part  of  it,  the  ruin  of  the  whole,  or  nearly  of  the 
” whole,  was,  at  fome  time  or  other,  a certainty.  For  that  reafon  I lionor,  and  fhall  for  ever  ho- 
“ nor  and  love  you,  who  firft  caufed  it  to  flagger,  crack,  and  gape.  Others  may  finilh,  the  be- 
“ ginners  have  the  glory;  and,  take  what  part  you  pleafe  at  this  hour,  (I  think  you  will  take  the 
“ befl)  your  firfl fervice  will  never  be  forgotten  by  a grateful  country.” 

* f)  Com.  Journ.  p.  493.  One  of  thefe  was  upon  admitting  a claufe  for  repealing  that  part  of 
the  flatute  of  Queen  Ann,  which  requires  the  facramental  tefl  as  a ncceflary  qualification  for  hold- 
ing offices  and  places  of  trufl  and  profit  under  the  crown.  On  this  day  alfo  a petition  from  the 
mayor,  flieriffs,  common  council,  freemen,  freeholders,  and  other  Proteflant  inhabitants  of  the 
•city  of  Cork,  was  prefented  againfl  the  bill, 

3 N 


tbcir 


460  . 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


tlieir  grants  fliould  be  faithfully  applied,  and  that  it  lliould  be  bis  endeavour, 
that  the  welfare  and  fecurity  of  the  people  might  amply  compenfate  for  thofe 
charges,  which  the  exigency  of  public  affairs  had  unavoidably  occafioned.* 
He  then  addreffed  himfelf  to  both  houfes,  and  faid,  he  flattered  himfelf  that 
the  regulations,  which  had  taken  place  that  feffion,  would  prove  effentially 
lerviceable  to  that  valuable  branch  of  commerce,  the  filheries  of  Ireland.  It 
was  with  plealure,  that  he  faw  an  a6l  palfed  for  eflablilhing  a militia,  -which 
l)y  enabling  his  majefty,  when  he  ihould  think  proper,  to  call  forth  that  part 
of  the  national  ftrength,  might  materially  contribute  to  the  proteftion  and 
defence  of  the  kingdom.  The  law  for  relieving  the  Roman  Catholics  from 
Tome  of  thofe  difabilities,  under  which  they  had  hitherto  laboured,  would, 
he  hoped,  attain  the  defirable  end  of  promoting  and  eftablifliing  good  will 
and  mutual  confidence  among  his  majehy’s  fubjedis,  and  by  rendering  them 
more  united  at  home,  make  them  more  formidable  to  their  enemies  abroad. 
He  congratulated  with  them  on  the  late  extenfion  of  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  that  kingdom ; it  was  a circumllance  peculiarly  fortunate  to  them,  that 
an  event  which  promifed  fuch  advantages  to  Ireland  fliould  have  taken  place 
during  his  adminiftration.  While  they  jnhly  enjoyed  the  approbation  and 
gratitude  of  their  country,  for  having  promoted  fo  many  ufeful  laws,  he  was 
perfuaded,  they  would  not  forget  what  was  due  to  the  paternal  care  of  an 
affedlionate  fovereign,  and  the  kind  difpofition  of  Great  Britain  towards  that 
country  ; they  would  cultivate  jointly,  as  in  found  policy  they  were  infepara- 
ble,  the  true  interefls  of  both  kingdoms. 

We  have  feen,  that  the  alarming  diftreffes  of  Ireland  had  roufed  the  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  afford  them  fome  commercial  relief.  When  the  bills 
to  this  effedl  were  to  be  read  a fecond  time,  feveral  members  for  trading  towns 
violently  oppofed  them,  and  the  table  of  the  houfe  of  commons  M’as  covered 
with  petitions  againft  any  extenfion  of  commercial  advantages  to  Ireland, 
by  which  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  fliould  be  in  any  manner  affected.  So  vio- 
lent indeed  were  the  towns  of  Liverpool,  Manchefter,  and  Glafgow,  that  they 
menaced  to  be  no  longer  loyal,  if  thefe  bills  fhould  pafs  : and  Lord  Middle- 
ton  obferved  in  the  debate,  “ that  thefe  towns  were  experienced  in  rebellion 
“ fo  abundantly,  that  the  tranfition  would  be  an  obje6l  of  eafy  accomplifh- 
“ ment,  and  the  world  Avould  entertain  little  furprize,  if  they  threw  afide 

* 9 Journ.  Com.  p.  520. 
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“ their  new-fangled  opinion.'’  Lord  North  Avas  of  opinion,  that  as  the  ex- 
pedtations  of  the  Irilli  were  raifed  from  what  the  hoiife  had  already  done,  it 
Avould  be  uiiAvife  to  protradt  the  bufmefs  to  another  feffion.  The  gentlemen, 
Arho  oppofed  the  bill  feemed  all  to  agree  in  one  point,  that  fome\\diat  ought 
to  be  done  for  their  relief,  though  they  differed  about  the  nature  and  extent 
of  Avhat  ought  to  be  done.  lie  faAv  no  reafon,  hoArever,  AV’hy  the  prelent  bill 
fliould  not  pafs,  fmce  the  honfe  might,  notAvithllanding,  appoint  a commit- 
tee to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  trade,  that  from  their  report  a plan  might 
be  formed  and  adopted.  He  did  not  fee  the  mighty  difficulty,  that  Avas  faid 
to  exift,  in  calculating  the  difference  neceffarily  to  arife  in  the  annual  im- 
ports, by  the  effedl  of  the  bill  before  the  houfe.  It  Avould  create  fmall  dif- 
ference, comparatively  fpeaking,  in  tlie  revenue,  fmce  the  diminution  in  the 
imports  of  one  place  would  give  an  additional  increafe  to  thofe  of  another, 
as  the  difference  of  duty  on  the  enumerated  articles  Avas  very  trifling.  He 
held  it  as  the  duty  of  Britain  to  give  Ireland  a degree,  at  leaft,  of  recom- 
pence  for  the  exertions  lire  had  made,  Avere  Ave  not  inclined  by  policy,  to 
give  her  relief  from  the  reftridtions  Ihe  laboured  under ; and  he  lioped  the 
houfe  Avould  agree  on  the  prefent  bill,  as  a teft  of  their  intention  and  incli- 
nation to  befriend  her  in  future  more  fubftantially.*  Mr.  Burke  anfwered  the 
arguments  of  the  honorable  gentleman  Avho  oppofed  the  bill.  The  bills  be- 
fore the  houfe,  he  faid,  Avere  no  more  than  reftorations  of  Avhat  the  Avifdom 
of  a Britifh  parliament  had,  on  a former  occafion,  thought  proper  to  iiiA^ft 
Ireland  Avith.  In  the  12th  of  Charles  II.  the  navigation  bills  paffed,  extend- 
ing to  Ireland  as  Avell  as  England.  A kind  of  left-handed  policy  had,  hoAv- 
ever,  deprived  her  of  the  freedom  fhe  enjoyed  under  that  adf,  and  ffie  had 
ever  fmce  remained  under  the  moft  cruel,  oppreffive,  and  unnatural  reftric- 
tion.  Deprived  of  CATiy  incentiA'e  to  induftry,  and  flint  out  from  every  paf- 
fage  to  Avealth,  ffie  had  iiiAv^ardly  lamented,  but  fhe  had  never  comjilained  of 
her  condition.  She  had  gone  the  mofl  forAV'ard  lengths  in  ferving  the  intcrefr. 
and  defending  the  rights  of  Great  Britain.  She  had  affifted  in  conqucfls, 
from  Avhich  die  Avas  to  gain  no  adv'antage,  and  emptied  her  treafury,  and  de- 
flated her  land,  to  prove  her  attachment  and  loyalty  to  the  government  of 

* In  all  the  affairs  of  Ireland  Mr.  Burke  has  ever  evinced  the  mofl  accurate  hifforical  knowledge, 
the  mofl  unbiaffed  judgment,  and  the  moft  conftitutional  fpirit  of  any  member  in  either  parliament. 
The  hiftorian  cannot  therefore  difpenfe  with  favouring  the  reader  with  the  hiftorical  views  from  that 
mafterly  hand  as  they  occur. 
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this  country.  Such  had  been  her  conduct,  and  her  reward  had  been  re- 
ftri6tion  and  bondage  of  the  moR  cruel  nature.  He  did  not  mean,  by  de- 
fcribing  her  fituation,  to  engage  the  humanity  of  the  houfe  in  her  favour. 
The  people  of  Ireland  would  not  accept  favours  flowing  from  the  humanity 
of  the  houfe.  They  called  for  juftice,  not  for  pity.  They  requefted  Britain 
to  be  wife,  not  to  be  generous;  to  pi'ovide  for  her  own  good,  and  fecure  her/ 
own  intereft;  fenfible  that  Avifdom  and  prudence  would  didlate,  that  to  ac- 
complifli  thefe,  a contrary  condu6l  towards  them  was  neceffary.  The  honor- 
able gentlemen,  who  oppofed  the  bill,  had  drawn  into  collection  the  arguments 
and  reafons  they  maintained  to  exift  againft  all  the  bills,  meaning,  no  doubt, 
thereby  to  prejudice  the  houfe  the  more  by  their  aggregate  eflfeft.  Though, 
he  detefted  this  inequitable  mode  of  proceeding,  he  would  not  evade  the  com- 
bat even  on  that  ground  ; nor  Avifli  to  engage  the  houfe  in  favour  of  the  bills, 
if  he  could  not,  in  the  fullelt  manner,  anfwer  every  objedtion  they  had  brought 
to  every  part.  The  honorable  gentleman,  who  had  moved  the  amendment, ' 
whhed  to  reconcile  the  people  of  Ireland  to  delay,  by  pledging  the  honor  of 
parliament,  that  fomething  effedtual  fliould  be  done  in  their  favour  next  fef- 
fion.  He  knew  the  temper  of  the  Irifli  too  well,  to  believe,  that  they  would  ■ 
fit  down  fatisfied  with  fuch  an  affertion. 

They  Avould  conclude  within  themfelves,  depending  on  experience  for 
their  guide,  that  the  promife  of  fomething  to  be  done  next  feffion,  would 
alone  produce  the  repetition  of  a promife  for  the  feffion  following;  and  pro- 
mife, repetition,  and  promife,  from  feffion  to  feffion,  Avould  be  the  only  bene- 
fit they  AVOLild  receive.  He  did  not  conclude,  that  the  denial  of  what  even 
juftice  demanded  of  us  in  their  favour,  Avould  produce  rebellion  and  difturb- 
ance  in  that  country  ; their  loyalty  and  zeal  were  fuperior  to  complaints  ; they 
might  defpair,  but  they  would  not  refiR.  Other  places  experienced  in  rebel- 
lion, had  determined,  it  feems,  to  enter  or  not  to  enter  into  it,  according  as 
thefe  bills  were  determined  ; but  Ireland  regarded  more  the  Avelfare  of  the 
empire  at  large,  than  the  intereft  of  itfelf  in  particular.  They  were  patient 
and  loyal,  and  therefore,  he  fuppofed,  they  were  cruffied  ; for  it  Avas  the  po- 
licy of  the  prefent  day  to  forego  the  excellent  and  noble  maxims  of  the  Ro- 
mans, parcere  fubjeBis  et  debdlare  fuperhos,  for  the  infamous  proverb  of  Bri- 
tifli  groAvth,  “ proud  to  the  humble,  and  humble  to  the  proud.”  He  then 
Av^ent  into  a particular  detail  of  the  arguments  of  the  honorable  gentlemen 
relating  to  commercial  advantage.  The  annual  reA^enue  of  the  tAVo  kingdoms 
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had  been  exultingly,  but  moft  inequitably  drawn  into  comparifon,  to  prove 
that  Ireland  paid  no  proportion  of  tax.  It  was  not  the  number  of  inhabit- 
ants, that  conftituted  the  different  fpecific  in  the  article  of  taxation  between 
two  countries  ; but  the  diftindion  of  internal  opulence  and  external  advan- 
tage. Compare  the  two  countries  by  that  line,  and  it  will  be  found  that  Ire- 
land is  taxed  in  a quadruple  proportion  more  than  England.  The  internal 
wealth,  and  external  advantage  of  trade  and  commerce,  is  forty  times  greater 
in  England  than  in  Ireland.  There  is,  therefore,  no  ratio  of  proportion  pre- 
ferved  in  the  mod^  of  taxing  the  latter.  She  is  taxed,  without  enjoying  the 
means  of  payment.  She  is  debarred  the  ufe  of  times  and  dockings,  and  yet 
the  is  made  to  pay  for  them.  Reftri6ted  from  trading,  tlie  enjoys  no  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  wealth  to  difcharge  the  taxes  impofed  upon  her.  Enlarge 
her  means  of  payment,  and  in  proportion  to  her  ability  enlarge  her  taxes.  An 
equality  of  commercial  advantage  could  not  be  edabliflied  between  the  two 
countries.  The  opulence  of  the  one  is  a barrier  infuperable  by  the  other. 
The  great  difproportion  of  capital  effedtually  deftroys  the  poffibility  of  an 
equality.  The  one  can  extend  her  mart  of  trade  through  every  different 
channel  of  the  univerfe ; the  other,  reftrained  in  her  ability,  cannot  profe- 
cute  the  fame  tra6t;  and  as  the  ability  of  the  proceeding  increafes  in  the  fame 
proportion,  in  the  progrefs  of  one  as  well  as  the  other,  the  fame  proportion 
of  advantage  will  ftill  remain.  The  Irifli  will  be  able  to  follow  the  Englitli 
at  equal  diftance,  in  every  ftagCj  both  in  the  outfet  and  in  the  continuance ; 
but  they  never  will  be  able  to  accelerate  their  motion  in  order  to  overtake 
them.  The  lownefs  of  labour  is  a nugatory  argument;  for  until  the  inftant 
that  the  price  of  labour  is  equal,  the  fuperiority  of  manufa6ture  will  remain 
with  the  Englitli.  The  price  of  labour  rifes  with  the  growth'  of  manufa6ture, 
and  is  higheft  when  the  manufadure  is  bed.  The  experience  of  every  day 
tells  us,  that  where  the  price  of  labour  is  higheft,  the  manufa6turer  is  able  to 
fell  his  commodity  at  the  lowed  price.  The  difference  of  duty  of  the  import- 
ed enumerated  articles,  is  fo  abundantly  overbalanced  by  the  other  advan- 
tages enjoyed  by  this  country,  that  without  it  there  could  not  be  the  fmalled 
degree  of  competition  in  manufacture.  Not  one,  however,  of  the  enumerated 
articles  is  lefs  taxed  in  Ireland  than  in  England,  except  thofe  already  per- 
mitted to  her.  For  though  the  petitions  on  the  table  are  mod,  if  not  all, 
tending  to  exprefs  their  fears  of  the  confequences  of  granting  a free  exporta- 
tion of  fail  cloth  and  iron  to  the  Iridi ; it  is  a fa6t,  that  they  already  en- 
joy 
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joy  a free  exportation  of  thefe  articles;  and  particularly  be  would  remark 
of  manufadtured  iron  and  fteel,  as  he  did  on  a limilar  occafion  of  fail  cloth, 
that  the  petition  ferved  to  Ihew  the  foundation  on  which  they  all  were  laid, 
namely,  merely  conjedture.  They  had  not  felt  from  the  reality  what  they 
dreaded  from  the  idea;  for  an  adl  exifled  at  this  time  permitting  the  free 
exportation  of  manufadtured  iron;  which,  however,  had  not  been  profe- 
cuted,  becaufe  of  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  Englifli.  The  only  article 
imported  under  that  adt  into  England,  was  a quantity  of  cork  fcrews,  which, 
though  it  might  be  an  evidence  of  their  luxury  in  living,  was  but  a feeble 
proof  of  their  excellence  of  mauufadture.  But,  indeed,  every  other  inftance, 
as  well  as  this,  ferved  to  prove  how  erroneoutly  they  had  formed  their  opi- 
nions on  the  fubjedt.  Some  years  ago,  vhen  a bill  was  brought  in  for  the 
free  imjjortation  of  woollen  yarn  into  England,  petitions  were  received  from 
every  different  part  of  the  country,  complaining  of  the  injury  it  would 
create ; but  now  that  they  had  experienced  its  effedls,  they  felt  and  ac- 
knowledged its  beneficial  tendency.  It  was  abfurd  to  think  that  a partici- 
pation of  mauufadture  would  be  detrimental  to  this  country.  Had  we  not 
feen  the  woollen  mauufadture  planted  in  different  parts  of  this  country;  and 
had  we  not  alfo  feen  that  the  competitions  had  ferved  to  advance  both.  He 
concluded  with  lamenting,  that  in  one  inftance  he  fiiould  be  diredted  by  his 
confcience  to  take  a partagainft  his  conftituents.  It  had  been  his  invariable 
aim  to  pi  otedt  their  rights  and  interefts,  and  to  adt  at  all  times  as  became  the 
fenator  and  reprefentative  of  the  people.  In  this  inftance  he  had  dared  to  adt 
contrary  to  the  wiflies,  but  not,  he  M'^as  fenfible,  to  the  interefts  of  his  confti- 
tuents.* He  differed  in  opinion  from  them  on  the  nobleft  principle,  namely, 
from  his  being  in  the  right;  and  if,  from  h’s  condudl  in  this  bufinefs,  he 
ftiould  be  deprived  of  his  feat  in  that  honorable  houfe,  it  would  ftand  on  re- 
cord an  example  to  future  reprefentatives  of  the  commons  of  England,  that 
one  man,  at  leaft,  had  dared  to  oppofe  his  conftituents,  when  his  judgment 
afl’ured  him  they  were  in  the  wrong. 

The  national  diftreffes  of  Ireland  were  too  alarming  to  the  Brltifli  empire  to 
permit  the  legiftature  of  either  country  to  fleep  over  them.  During  the  re- 
cefs  of  thelriffi  parliament,  we  find  that  of  Great  Britain  as  frequently  and 
as  earncftly  employed  upon  its  interefts,  as  if  that  kingdom  had  been  within 

the 


* The  EleiStors  of  Brihol. 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


471 


thejunf{li6Hon  of  its  legiflative  powers.  On  the  l6th  of  December,  1778,* 
Lord  Nugent  defcribed  the  inhabitants  of  his  native  country  as  fuffering 
every  fpecies  of  mifery  and  diftrefs  human  nature  was  capable  of  bearing  ; a 
people,  nine-tenths  of  whom  laboured  for  four-pence  a da}^,  whofe  food  in 
funnner  was  potatoes  and  butter  milk,  and  in  winter  potatoes  and  water;  he 
gave  notice,  -that  in  confequence  of  what  paffed  the  lafl  feffion,  it  was  intend- 
ed to  propofe  to  take  off  fome  of  the  redridlions  of  the  trade  of  Ireland.  He. 
faid,  the  people  of  Ireland  expeded  fome  relief : that  kingdom  was  oppreffed 
and  ruined  ; they  would  emigrate  to  America;  they  would  carry  the  woollen 
and  linen  manufaclures  thither  ; they  Avould  foon  rival  thofe  of  this  coun- 
try; in  fliort,  our  reftridtions  would  transfer  the  trade  and  manufadures  of 
Ireland  to  America. 

Among  the  other  hardfliips  fufifered  by  the  people  in  general,  the  landed 
part  of  them  had  their  fliare.  There  was  now  an  uninterrupted  embargo, 
which  hill  exifted,  on  the  exportation  of  the  only  flaple  commodities  they  had, 
beef  and  butter;  the  lajids  were  fallen  one  third  in  value;  the  graziers  were 
become  bankrupts,  the  full  proof  of  which  he  experienced  himfelf ; for 
though  he  poffeffed  a very  confiderable  property,  fituated  in  different  parts  of 
that  kingdom,  he  could  pledge  his  honor,  that  he  had  not  received  a fhilling 
rent  for  the  lafl  two  years ; and  the  cafe  was  the  fame  with  feveral  noble 
lords  and  gentlemen  of  his  accjuaintance. 

It  miglit  become  a queflion  of  a ferious  and  difficult  nature,  what  indul- 
gence ought  to  be  given,  fuppofing  this  country  were  inclined  to  recede. 
He  believed  the  general  ideas,  that  prevailed  lafl  year,  would  be  proper  to  be 
again  taken  up.  The  woollen  manufacture,  to  be  fure,  was  in  fome  mea- 
fure  facred;  but,  in  his  prefent  indigefted  ideas,  all  he  could  venture  to  fpe- 
cify  was,  a full  exportation  of  all  cotton  goods,  mixed  and  unmixed.  His 
lordfhip  threw  out  feveral  other  hints;  faid  that  the  queflion  Avould  be,  whe- 
ther Ireland  fhould  have  a little  indulgence,  or  the  Irifli  and  the  manufac- 
tures of  linen,  woollen,  &c.  be  transferred  to  America.  It  is  true,  Man- 
cheller  might  fuffer;  but  a nation  compofed  of  a loyal,  brave,  though  an  op- 
preffed people,  was  not  to  be  facrificed  to  one  fmgle  town,  or  the  monopoly 
of  a particular  diflricl.  He  hoped,  however,  there  would  be  no  caufe  for  rival- 
ffiip.  One  thing  on  the  whole  Avas  certain,  that  whatever  benefited  or  en- 
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riched  Ireland,  or  tended  to  give  employment  to  her  wretched  inhabitants, 
would  be  beneficially  felt  in  this  kingdom,  to  whom,  as  the  center,  every  ad- 
vantage Ireland  experienced  Great  Britain  muft  profit  by. 

Lord  Beauchamp  confirmed  the  greater  part  of  the  noble  lord’s  arguments, 
painted  the  diftrefles  of  the  Irifli  in  lively  colours,  and  gave  the  houfe  to  un- 
derhand, that  a general  exportation,  except  in  the  articles  of  woollens,  was 
expeded,  or  meant  to  be  procured. 

Lord  Newhaven  faid,  that  he  would  move  for  a general  exportation,  wool- 
lens excepted ; and  an  importation  of  feveral  commodities  enumerated  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  feffion. 

* As  foon  as  the  Britifli  parliament  had  met  after  the  holidays,  the  fame  no- 
ble earl,  who  was  ever  ftedfaft  to  the  real  welfare  of  his  country,  on  the  19th  of 
January,  1779,  mov^ed  in  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  an  account  be 
laid  before  the  houfe  of  all  exports,  and  their  amount ; of  merchandize  ex- 
ported from  this  country  to  Ireland;  and  of  all  imports  from  Ireland  into 
this  kingdom,  from  the  1 ft  of  January,  1778,  to  the  ift  of  January,  1779  ; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to.  His  lordfliip  explained  his  meaning  for  mak- 
ing this  motion,  by  faying,  that  it  was  preparatory  to  the  motion  for  leave 
,to  bring  in  a bill  for  granting  further  relief  to  the  trade  of  Ireland,  notice  of 
which  he  had  given  before  the  holidays.  He  reprefented  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland  as  being  in  a famifliing  condition,  and  appealed  to  two  noble  lords  in 
adminiftration  for  the  truth  of  his  aftertion  ; and  he  faid,  that  a fecretary  of 
the  viceroy  was  juft  come  over,  exprefsly  to  lay  before  government  the  de- 
plorable ftate  of  Ireland  : he  referred  to  a letter  he  had  received  from  Dr. 
Woodward,  Dean  of  Clogher,  mentioning,  that  all  had  been  done,  that  could 
be  eftedted  by  contribution,  to  relieve  the  ftarving  poor,  but  in  vain;  employ- 
ment alone  could  remedy  the  evil.  He  appealed  to  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  the  treafury  for  the  truth  of  another  obfervation  ; that  the  revenue  of  Ire- 
land is  fo  diminiflied,  that  it  now  yields  little  more  than  the  expences  of  its  ci- 
vil eftablifliment.  Thefe  facts  pointed  out  the  necefiity,  as  we  had  loft  our  trade 
with  our  American  colonies,  of  taking  care  we  did  not  lofe  Ireland  next,  by  a 
fcparation  or  invafion.  If  our  impolitic  reftraints  were  not  removed  from  the 
trade  of  that  country,  we  fliould  lofe  our  belt  cuftomers  for  many  articles  of 
merchandize.  He  faid,  good  eftates  in  Ireland  were  oflered  to  fale  at  fixteen 
and  fourteen  years  purchafe,  yet  no  buyers  appeared  even  at  that  low  price. 
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He  expe6bed  to  be  oppofed  by  thofe,  who  had  particular  interefis  to  fup- 
port  againft  the  national  welfare  intended  by  his  bill ; but  he  remembered 
many  fimilar  oppofitions  to  bills,  which  had,  after  they  had  palfed,  and  the 
good  effedts  had  been  experienced,  been  highly  applauded  ; for  inftance,  the 
bill  for  importing  bar  iron  from  America,  was  ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  parties 
concerned  in  mines  and  iron  works  at  home ; yet  it  was  foUnd  that  Great 
Britain  did  not  produce  a tenth  part  of  the  iron  wanted  for  confuniption.  Ho 
declared  himfelf  as  warm  a friend  to  England  as  any  man  in  the  houfe  ; and  if 
he  did  not  think  it  was  promoting  the  interefl  of  this  country  to  grant  Ireland 
relief  to  her  trade,  he  would  not  move  it ; neither  did  he  ever  choofe  to  move 
any  thing  in  that  houfe  which  he  was  not  fure  of  carrying.  He  concluded 
with  a kind  of  prophecy,  that  if  Ireland  were  not  alTified  in  her  commerce,  it 
might  become  a queftion  there  to  vote  a fum  for  the  fupport  of  that  country, 
from  the  infufficiency  of  its  own  revenue. 

The  eftablilhment  of  a cotton  manufacSlory,  and  leave  to  export  the  manu- 
facture to  Great  Britain  ; with  leave  to  export  and  import  to  and  from  Ame- 
rica, the  Weft-Indies,  and  Africa,  Avere  the  points  he  had  in  contemplation  ; 
and  he  concluded  with  faying,  if  all  he  wilhed  could  not  be  obtained,  he  mult 
be  fatisfied  with  a part. 

Colonel  Stanley  defired  Lord  Nugent  would  give  as  long  notice  as  polfible 
of  the  day  he  tliould  bring  in  his  bill,  that  his  conftituents  might  be  early  ap- 
prized of  it;  as  not  only  the  town  of  Manchefter,  but  all  the  manufadturing 
towns  in  the  country,  concerned  in  the  cotton  branches,  were  alarmed. 

Sir  George  Yonge  intreated  the  noble  earl  not  to  hurry  on  a bill  of  fuch  con- 
fequence,  but  w ait  for  better  information.  He  could  not  confider  the  ftate 
of  Ireland  in  tlie  melancholy  light  it  had  been  deferibed;  but  if  the  people- 
really  were  famidiing,  it  was  not  ow  ing  to  the  trade  laws  of  this  country,  but 
to  mifmanagement  in  their  own  internal  police,  and  defired  that  might  be  en- 
quired into. 

Mr.  T.  Towntliend  reminded  the  houfe,  that  by  a narrow  policy  America 
had  been  loft,  and  bid  them  beware  of  lofing  Ireland.  He  declared  himfelf 
impartial,  not  having  any  property  in  Ireland  ; yet  he  coufidered  his  property 
in  England  as  dependent  in  a great  meafure  on  the  profperity  of  Ireland  ; and, 
as  a member  of  the  community,  he  wilhed  to  remove  thofe  partial  reftraints 
on  her  trade,  which  certainly  were  the  caufc  of  her  diftrclfes. 
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* Again  on  the  JOtli  of  March,  1779,  hid  the  difirefled  fituatlon  of  Ireland 
come  before  the  Britilli  Houfe  of  Commons,  wlien  Lord  Newhaven  hoped,  as 
a fpirit  of  toleration  and  liberality  had  gone  forth  in  the  houfe,  that  the  relief 
he  had  propofed  for  Ireland,  would  not  want  for  fuccefs.  His  Lordfhip  Rated, 
that  on  an  average  of  the  laR  ten  years,  the  exports  from  England  to  Ireland 
were  decreafed  about  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ; and  in  the  two  laR  years 
they  had  decreafed  feven  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  : that  the  ex- 
ports from  Ireland  in  the  two  laR  years  had  decreafed  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  thoufand  pounds  ; on  wdiich  decreafe  feventy-five  thoufand  pounds  w^ere 
on  the  Raple  of  linen;  that  the  exports  from  England  into  Ireland,  on  an 
average  of  ten  years,  were  two  millions  fifty-feven  thoufand  pounds  ; that  the 
imports  from  Ireland  into  England  were  but  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thoufand  pounds  ; fo  that  the  balance  in  favour  of  England,  on  an  average 
of  ten  years,  was  feven  hundred  and  four  thoufand  pounds  Rerling  per  an- 
num, wdiich,  multiplied  by  the  ten  years,  plainly  fiiewed  that  England  gained 
by  the  trade  of  Ireland  alone  feven  millions  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  that 
time. 

He  moved  that  the  houfe  fhould,  on  the  iQth,  refolve  itfelf  into  a com- 
mittee, to  take  into  confideration  the  a6is  of  parliament  relating  to  the  allow- 
ing the  importation  of  fugars  from  the  WeR-Indies  into  Ireland. 

Governor  Pownall  faid,  he  was  not  againR  the  motion  for  relieving  Ire- 
land ; he  did  not  objedl  to  it  on  that  ground  ; but  faid,  the  motion  wmuld 
raife  alarms  here,  and  do  no  good  to  Ireland  ; therefore  he  wdfhed  to  fee  the 
motion  extended  to  fomething  that  w'ould  give  a real  and  fubRantial  relief  to 
Ireland,  and  that  too  upon  the  ground  and  principle  of  fyRem. 

Sir  George  Yonge,  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke,  Mr.  Cruger,  &c.  were 
againR  the  propofition,  on  the  ground,  that  though  Ireland  may  have  fuffered 
in  her  trade  fmee  the  American  Avar,  yet  this  nation  had  fuffered  infinitely 
more  ; if  flie  had  loR  five  thoufand  pounds  a year,  England  had  loR  almoR 
as  many  millions  ; and,  that  upon  the  whole,  to  give  Ireland  any  further  in- 
dulgences, than  thofe  llie  at  prefent  enjoyed,  might  very  poffibly  endanger 
this  kingdom  or  the  fovereignty  fiie  held  over  her. 

Mr.  T.  Townfiiend,  Lord  Nugent,  Lord  Beauchamp,  General  Conway,  Mr. 
Welbore  Ellis,  &c.  contended  for  the  propriety,  the  expediency,  and  the  po- 
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licy  of  the  motion,  maintaining  that  it  was  a fpecific  limple  propofition,  and 
could  not  be  of  any  one  difad  vantage  to  Great  Britain  ; befides,  that  the 
profperity  of  Ireland  was  too  etfential  to  this  country,  not  to  give  her  every 
encouragement  that  could  poflibly  be  given. 

The  queftion  was  then  put:  for  it,  47— againft  it,  42. 

In  melancholy  confirmation  of  the  reprefen tations  of  Ireland,  fo  frequently 
and  fo  warmly  made  by  the  Earl  of  Nugent,  and  others,  on  the  18th  of 
■March,  1779,  Lord  North  communicated  to  the  commons  the  following  mef- 
fage  from  his  majefty.* 

GEORGE  R.) 

“ HIS  majefty  having  received  information  from  the  Earl 
“ of  Buckinghamfiiirc,  his  lieutenant-general,  and  general  governor  of  his 
“ kingdom  of  Ireland,  that  the  revenues  of  that  kingdom  have  of  late 
“ proved  greatly  deficient  and  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  for,  Avlnch  they 
“ were  granted;  and  his  majefty,  moved  with  concern  and  compaflion  for  the 
“ diftrefles  of  his  103'al  and  faithful  fubjcdls  of  that  kingdom ; and  being  anxi- 
“ ous,  that  fome  immediate  and  eftedlual  relief  lliould  be  aftbrded  to  them, 
“ thinks  it  neceffary  to  recommend  to  the  confideration  of  this  houfe,  whe- 
“ ther  it  may  not  be  proper,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  Ireland,  that  the 
“ whole  charge  of  the  regiments  on  the  Irifii  eftabliftimcnt,  now  ferving  out 
“ of  that  kingdom,  fiiould  be  paid  by  Great  Britain.  G.  R.” 

Lord  North  moved,  that  his  majefty ’s  mefiage  be  referred  to  the  confidera- 
tion of  the  committee  of  fupply,  which  was  agreed  to  : then,  upon  the  order  of 
the  day  for  going  into  a committee  on  the  importation  of  fugars  into  Ire- 
land. 

Sir  George  Yonge  objecled  to  the  fpeaker’s  leaving  the  chair,  becaufe  the 
bill  would  produce  confequences  no  lefs  fatal  to  this  country,  than  the  total 
lofs  of  the  colony  trade.  There  were  annually,  he  faid,  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  150,000  hoglheads  offugar,  valued  at  3,759,000/.  annually.  The 
whole  imports  from  the  Weft-Indies,  were  4,500,000/.  annually ; and  that  the 
trade  emploj^ed  500  fiiips,  of  100,000  tons  burthen,  and  10,000  feamen.  The 
duties  arifing  from  the  trade  were  upwards  of  400,000/.  a year ; and  that  this 
great  fum,  he  faid,  we  were  dafiiing  away  b^’  the  prefent  bill : he  objedled  to 
it,  and  therefore  would  vote  againft  the  fpeaker’s  leaving  the  chair. 
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]\Ir.  Sawbridge  was  againft  all  the  monopolies  of  trade,  and  commercial 
interdictions;  he  declared  there  was  trade  enough  for  every  nation  on  earth, 
if  all  impolitic  reftriCtions  were  repealed;  and  afferted,that  no  nation,  nor  cor- 
])orate  body,  nor  individual,  had  a right  to  deprive  another  of  the  benefit  of 
manufactures,  trade,  and  commerce. 

Mr.  Burke  declared,  that  if  the  mover  of  the  bill  meant  to  modify  it  in  any 
degree,  he  would  give  his  vote  againfl;  going  into  a committee,  for  he  would 
notenter  into  any  compofition ; it  was  for  tlie  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to 
throw  open  even  the  woollen  trade  to  Ireland  ; and  if  it  were  not  done  now 
voluntarily,  the  French  would  foon  oblige  us  to  do  it. 

General  Conway  and  Sir  Cecil  Wray  wifhed  for  a full  enquiry  into  the 
difirelfes  of  Ireland,  and  a mature  deliberation  on  the  means  of  applying  ge- 
neral relief. 

On  the  26th  of  May  Lord  Beauchamp  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  praying,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
order  accounts  to  be  laid  before  parliament  of  the  ftate  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  Ireland. 

liis  lorddiip  prefaced  his  motion  with  a very  fenfible  fpeech  on  the  wretched 
ftate  of  Ireland,  and  the  neceffity  of  holding  out  a promife  to  the  Irifii, 
that  the  commercial  laws,  of  which  they  complained,  Ihould  be  revifed  by 
parliament,  and  fuch  redrefs  granted  to  them  as  Great  Britain  was  able  to 
beftow. 

Lord  North  declared  he  would  promote  every  poffible  enquiry,  and  ob- 
tain all  the  information  in  his  power;  but  as  to  producing  a plan  for  fettling 
matters  in  a commercial  line  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  both  countries,  it  Avas  too 
hold  an  undertaking  for  him,  fmce  it  Avas  hard  to  fay  Avdiat  would  fatisfy 
Ireland,  and  that  England  could  grant,  confiftent  Avith  her  OAv^n  intereft. 
He  thought  the  complaints  of  Ireland  rather  ill  timed,  as  more  had  been 
done  for  that  kingdom  Avithin  thefe  three  or  four  years  than  for  thirty  years 
before. 

Mr.  Conolly  Avas  of  a different  opinion  ; he  attributed  the  prefen tdiftrefies 
of  Ireland  to  the  Avretched  fyftem  of  gOA^ernment  carried  on  by  the  prefent 
miniftry,  by  Avhofe  means  the  debts  of  that  kingdom  had  been  increafed 
from  about  0oo,OOO/.  to  near  a million  and  a half 

hlr.  James  Luttrell  did  not  difapprove  of  the  motion,  as  it  had  firft  been 
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made  in  the  other  houfe  by  his  noble  friend  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham 
but  in  that  houfe  he  could  not  but  conlider  it  as  a kind  of  minifterial  com- 
promife,  a lame  apology  for  doing  nothing  for  the  relief  of  Ireland  that 
felTion.  He  aflvcd  why  the  parliament  of  Ireland  had  not  been  called  toge- 
ther in  time,  to  deliberate,  and  fend  over  their  hate  of  the  nation  to  the  Bri- 
tifli  parliament  earlier  in  the  feffion  ? Why  had  not  the  noble  lord  moved 
that  addrefs  months  ago  ? It  was  then  too  late,  and  the  lofs  of  Ireland  might 
probably  follow  that  of  America. 

Sir  George  Yonge  defired  not  to  be  thought  inconfillent  in  voting  for  the 
addrefs,  as  the  mod  likely  method  of  getting  at  the  true  date  of  the  matter  ; 
but  he  thought  the  date  of  the  Irifli  revenue  diould  have  been  added : that 
was  incumbent  on  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  treafury  ; but  he  doubted 
if  the  Irifli  would  have  much  hopes  of  a minidry,  who  had  reduced  landed 
edates  in  England  from  33  to  *25  years  purchafe,  and  funded  property  from 
89  to  60.  The  addrefs  was  agreed  to. 

The  warm  part  and  intered,  which  the  Britifli  fenate  took  in  the  concerns 
of  Ireland  did  credit  to  her  liberal  fympathy  for  her  fider  kingdom,  and  juf- 
tified  the  claims,  which  Ireland  urged.  The  opinions  of  the  illudrious  cha- 
ra6ters,  -which  then  flood  mod  prominently  forward  in  favor  of  that  king- 
dom will  be  handed  down  to  the  lated  poderity  as  tedimonies  of  the  exem- 
plary loyalty  of  the  Irifli  nation  under  the  fevered  trials  and  provocations. 
On  the  2d  of  June,  1779,  Lord  Shelburne  (now  IMarquis  of  Lanfdowne) 
dated  to  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Peers  the  following  propofition  relative  to  the 
date  of  Ireland  :'f  That  an  humble  addrefs  fliould  be  prefeiited  to  his  majefty, 
rcqueding  that  his  majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid 
liefore  that  houfe,  an  account  of  fuch  fteps  as  had  been  taken  in  confequence 
of  the  addrefs  of  that  houfe  of  the  11th  of  IMay,  and  of  his  majedy’s  mod 
gracious  anfwer  thereto ; and  humbly  to  recommend  to  his  majedy,  if  his 
royal  prerogative,  as  veded  in  his  majedy  by  the  conftitution,  be  not  adequate 
to  the  relief  of  the  acknowledged  diftreded  and  impoveriflied  date  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s loyal  and  well-deferving  fubjecls  of  Ireland,  that  he  would  be  pleafed 

* The  motion  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  to  which  Mr.  James  Luttrell  alluded,  was  made 
in  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Peers  on  the  l Ith  of  May,  1779,  and  occafioned  the  moft  interefling  de- 
bates upon  the  afl'airs  of  Ireland  till  then  ever  known  in  that  houfe.  It  exhibits  a moft  melancholy 
view  of  the  fituation  of  that  country,  and  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No,  LXV. 
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to  continue  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  as  then  affembled,  and  give 
immediate  orders  for  calling  forthwith  his  parliament  of  Ireland,  that  their 
juft  complaints  might  be  fully  confidered  and  remedied  without  delay,  that 
the  wonted  union  of  alieciion  might  be  preferved  between  both  kingdoms, 
always  defirable,  but  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  public  affairs,  abfolutely  ef- 
fential  and  indifpenfablc  to  the  prefervation  and  welfare  of  both,  and  that  the 
united  ftrength  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  might  in  due  time,  and  with 
due  effect.,  be  exercifed  under  the  blelfmg  of  God  againfl  the  common 
enemy. 

This  propofition  the  noble  earl  prefaced  with  afpecch  of  great  political  in- 
formation and  unufual  energy  and  brilliancy.  He  was  fevere  upon  the  mi- 
nifters,  to  whofe  account  he  laid  the  diftreffed  fituation  of  his  country,  and 
on  that  ground  avowedly  was  the  firfl  part  of  the  propofition  oppofed  ; Lord 
Weymouth*  “difapproving  of  the  propofition,'becaufe  it  contained  an  implied 

cenfure  on  government,  which  they  by  no  means  deferved.  ” Amongfl  a great 
variety  of  political  topics,  which  the  noble  earl’s  fpeech  embraced,  not  imme- 
inediately  relevant  to  the  hate  of  Ireland,  we  gather  from  the  mouth  of  that 
great  flatefman  fevcral  moft  valuable  documents  illuhrative  of  the  hiflory  of 
that  critical  period.  His  financial  view  of  that  kingdom  was,  that  in  the 
year  1750  the  public  debt  of  Ireland  was  under  half  a million,  that  fince  that 
fhe  had  contradled  1,000,000/.  funded,  and  600,000/.  unfunded,  befidesthe 
300,000/.  borrowed  upon  public  faith,  for  which  no  taxes  had  been  yet  ap- 
propriated ; fo  that  the  whole  debt  amounted  to  full  three  millions  in  twenty 
years ; fifteen  of  which  contained  a period  of  a peace  eftablifiiment,  and,  of 
courfe,  a peace  expenditure : but  contrary  to  every  idea  of  good  govern- 
ment, and  national  oeconomy,  by  much  the  greater  part  of  the  debt  was 
contraded  during  the  latter  period,  till  at  length  the  new  taxes  were  unequal 
to  the  annual  outgoings,  and  at  that  time  the  receipts  at  the  Irilh  treafury 
were  fiiortto  the  amount  of  300,000/.  per  annum. 

The  internal  critical  Hate  of  the  country  at  that  moment  next  drew  his 
attention,  which  he  urged,  had  been  grofsly  overlooked  by  the  king’s  mi- 
niflers,  and  he  exprefled  his  aftonifliment  at  hearing  from  the  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  council  (Gower,  now  Marquis  of  Stafford)  that  nothing 
could  be  done  for  Ireland  till  the  next  feffion.  Situated,  faid  his  lordflrip,  as 
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affairs  were,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  delay  the  bufinefs  ; that  the  neceffities 
of  Ireland  called  for  immediate  relief,  and  that  it  M’ould  be  abfurdity  in  the 
extreme  to  let  the  Irilh  remain  unfatisfied  for  feven  or  eight  months  longer. 
He  confidered  the  matter  in  a variety  of  different  points  of  view,  and  faid, 
that  leaving  the  whole  to  reft  upon  a refolution  fo  vague  and  indeterminate  as 
that,  which  had  been  carried;  in  both  houfeSj  and  which,  in  fa6t,  prefcribed 
no  Ipecific  line  of  procedure,  might  be  conftrained  into  an  intention  to  do 
nothing,  but  a mere  defign  to  get  over  the  fummer,  to  fet  the  war  upon  its 
legs,  and  then  to  fuffer  the  diftreffes  of  Ireland  to  remain  unattended  to,  and 
unredrehed..  When  the  amendment  to  the  noble  marquis’s  motion  was  firft 
propofed,  he  declared  he  \vas  very  far  from  having  this  opinion  of  it  himfelf ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  miniftry  ihcAvcd  rather  more  readincfs  than 
became  them,  and  feemed  willin'g  to  da  too  much;  he  appealed  to  their  lord- 
flhps  in  whofe  memory  he  flood,  vdiether  he  had  not  on  that  day  been  the 
finglepeer  to  cry  out,  doucemcnt,  wliether  he  had  not  flood  up  alone  and  faid, 
“ Gently,  take  care  what  you  do,  don’t  promife  too  much,  for  fear  you 
“ diould  not  be  able  to  perform  all  that  you  fay  you'll  do;  if  your  per- 
“ formance  fall  fliort  of  your  promife,  depend  upon  it  you  will  do  more  mif- 
“ chief  than  good,  and  exafperate  Ireland  more  than  ever.”  The  refolution 
carried  on  that  day  had  already  got  over  to  Ireland,  and  there  would  cer- 
tainly be  two  opinions  upon  it,  the  fevere  and  cautious  men,  naturally  prone  to 
doubt,  Avould  fay  immediately,  “ This  is  nothing,  this  is  mere  fallacy,  go- 
“ vernment  being  afraid  of  us  juft  now,  have  done  this  with  a view  to  quiet 
us  for  the  prefent,  and  when  they  have  at  all  furmounted  the  difticulties  in 
“ which  their  affairs  are  involved,  they  will,  as  ufual,  turn  a deaf  ear  to  our 
“ complaints,  it  being  evidently  their  intention  to  give  us  no  relief,  if  they 
“ can  poffibly  avoid  it.”  Another  A^ery  different  opinion  would  doubtlefs 
prevail  with  thofe  who  were  inclined  to  think  better  of  government  and  this 
country  : they  would  fay,  “ Stop,  don't  go  fo  faft,  read  the  refolution-again  ; 
“ good  God  ! was  it  not  carried  unanimoufly  in  both  houfes  of  parliament  ? 
“ Did  England  ever  do  fo  much  for  us  before  ? Only  fee  the  drift  of  it,  fee 
“ the  Avording  of  it,  and  confider,  that  the  whole  has  been  done  in  the  moft 
“ kind  and  flattering  manner  poffible.”  His  lordlhip  placed  thefe  two  opi- 
nions in  contraft,  and  appealed  to  the  houfe,  Avhether  in  common  polic}’’  and 
prudence  it  Avould  not  be  right  to  encourage  and  fupport  the  latter,  and  give 
as  little  room  as  poffible  to  Avarrant  and  countenance  the  former.?  What 
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would  prove  moR  faithful  to  this,  he  declared,  was  the  language  of  a noble 
lord  in  another  place.  The  premier  had  faid,  that  no  individual  could  form 
a plan  for  the  relief  of  Ireland  ; that  it  was  out  of  his  power  ; that  next  feffion 
the  proper  accounts  fliould  be  laid  before  both  the  Englilh  and  Iriih  parlia- 
ments, and  the  bufinefs  muft  be  done  by  them  ; but  that  he  did  not  think 
the  complaints  of  Ireland  well  timed,  for  that  this  country  had  done  more 
for  her  within  the  laft  three  years  than  had  been  done  for  her  nine  years  be- 
fore. His  lordfliip  faid  he  had  turned  this  language  again  and  again  in  his 
mind,  and  he  was  yet  at  a lofs  to  divine  the  meaning  of  the  noble  lord.  He 
was  fure,  however,  it  would  give  moft  ferious  alarm  to  the  other  kingdom, 
that  they  would  conftrue  it  as  an  indication,  that  nothing  would  be  done  for 
them  ; that  the  two  parliaments  would  be  fiiffered  to  rub  againft  each  other, 
prejudice  and  jealoufyto  meet  prejudice  and  jealoufy,  and  that  the  minifter, 
whofe  eflential  duty  it  was  to  reconcile  all  differences  of  opinion  between 
the  two  countries,  to  fmooth  the  minds  of  thole,  who  were  inclined  to  be 
ruffled,  and  to  pacify  and  quiet  the  uneafy,  only  took  upon  himfelf  the  office 
of  clearing  the  ftage,  and  letting  them  difj)ute  it  out  among  themfelves.  He 
called  upon  the  houfe  to  recoiled!,  that  the  American  war  had  commenced 
upon  iefs  provocation  than  this  country  had  given  Ireland.  The  fimple  idea 
of  the  right  of  taxation  had  caufed  it.  Let  their  lordfliips  refledl,  that  from 
the  time  of  the  remonftrances  of  America,  to  her  declaration  of  indepen- 
dency, was  only  eleven  months  : let  them  look  at  the  language  of  Ireland  at 
prefent,  they  would  find  it  much  higher,  than  that  of  America  had  been  at 
the  time  he  mentioned  ; let  them  confider,  that  in  every  point  of  view,  Ire- 
land flood  more  forward  now  than  America  had  done  immediately  previous  to 
the  origin  of  the  war,  and  let  them  afk  themfelves,  if  it  were  wife  to  fufier 
Ireland  to  remain  in  difcontent  for  feven  months  longer  ? 

True  it  is,  that  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne,  as  well  as  the  late  Earl  Nugent, 
the  IMarquis  qf  Hertford,  and  feveral  other  great  perfonages,  who  took  a 
lead  in  the  debates  upon  the  Iriih  concerns,  had  confiderable  intereft  in  that 
kingdom  ; a circumftance,  which  muft  have  drawn  their  obfervation  the 
more  clofely  to  the  real  interefls  of  that  country,  without  abandoning  thofe 
* of  Great  Britain,  in  which  they  had  as  great  or  larger  fiakes  : but  their  opi- 

nions, however  interefted  they  may  have  been,  were  in  perfe6l  unifon  with 
thofe  of  the  greatefl  ftatefmen  and  moft  conftitutional  charadlers  of  that  day 
in  both  our  houfes  of  parliament,  who  had  no  perfonal  interefl-in  or  concerns 

with 


r 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


481 


M'ith  Ireland.  Thus  the  late  Lord  Camden  doubted  much,  whether  the 
learned  lord  on  the  woolfack  underftood  the  motion  he  had  fo  fully  com- 
mented on.  Circumftances  had  altered  fmce  the  laft  day  ; the  people  of  Ire- 
land were  in  a ferment,  he  would  not  fay  ripe  for  infurredlion.  Something 
had  been  promifed,  nothing  had  been  done..  The  language  of  minifters,  par- 
ticularly of  the  noble  lord  in  the  other  houfe,  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  is, 

“ nothing  can  be  done  in  time.”  The  learned  lord  confelfes  it,  though  he 
has  not  ufed  the  very  words.  What  then  will  be  the  probable  refult  of  Inch  a 
condudt.^  The  patient  dies,  while  the  phyficians  are  confulting  what  to  pre- 
fcribe:  the  people,  in  the  laft  ftage  of  anguilh  and  defpair,  call  for  immediate 
rcdrefs.  What,  on  the  other  hand,  does  the  prefent  motion  ultimately  tend 
to  ? That  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  inftead  of  empty,  general  promifes, 
a hundred  times  violated,  and  on  which,  of  courfe,  Ireland  cannot  depend, 
call  for  fome  fubftantial  proof  of  Britilli  or  minifterial  fmcerity.  “ Give  us 
“ fome  one  inftance,  to  fliew  that  you  are  fincere  and  in  earneft,”  fay  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland.  “ Call  the  parliament  of  both  kingdoms,  to  confult  and  de- 
liberate in  their  refpe6five  aflemblies,”  echoes  theaddrefs,  “ in  order  to  come 
“ to  fome  fpecific  propofition,  before  it  be  too  late ; or  if  that  be  thought 

too  much,”  fays  the  addrefs,  ‘‘  let  us  make  fome  progrefs;  let  the  necefla- 
“ ry  documents  on  both  hdes  the  water  be  procured  ; and  let  us,  at  a feafon 
“ of  more  leifure,  proceed  upon  fome  certain  fpecific  propofitions,  intended 
“ as  the  bafis  of  all  future  proceedings,  by  which  means  Great  Britain  may 
“ determine  on  the  great  line,  though  not  the  detail,  of  her  intended  concef- 
“ fions ; and  Ireland  may  know  what  flie  will  have  good  reafonable  grounds 
“ to  expedl.” 

The  late  Duke  of  Manchefter,  on  this  occafion,  evinced  a moft  remarkable 
penetration  into  the  continental  politics  of  that  day  ; and  were  his  fpeech  now 
read  without  a date,  it  would  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  fpoken  rather  at  the 
clofe  of,  than  ten  years  previous  to  the  French  revolution.  His  Grace  faid, 
he  had  the  higheft  opinion  of  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  in  cafe  the 
French  landed  as  an  enemy  come  to  conquer.  He  had  no  fears,  that  the 
1*2,000  men  now  illegally  armed  in  that  country,  would  join  with  a foreign 
invader:  by  every  thing  he  could  learn,  they  were  too  brave,  too  loyal,  and 
too  much  attached  to  fentiments  of  humanity,  ever  to  tamely  fubmit  to  a foreign 
yoke,  much  lefs  aflift  in  forging  and  riveting  their  own  chains.  The  alarm  ' 
created  in  his  mind  was  of  a very  different  nature.  It  was  the  new  adopted 
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policy  of  France,  not  to  appear  as  an  invader  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
others,  but  the  protedtor  of  them,  the  friend  of  human  kind  and  of  the  pub- 
lic, at  lead,  of  municipal  liberty.  The  French  creed,  refpedling  the  depen- 
dencies of  the  Britilh  empire,  was  independency,  freedom,  no  reftridlive  laws 
upon  trade,  an  exercife  of  natural  rights,  reftrained  only  by  law  and  liberal  po- 
licy. On  this  fyhem,  the  great  outline  of  French  politics  had  been  newly  mo- 
delled ; and  he  had  certain  information,  that  French  emiffaries  had  been  in 
Ireland  for  fome  time  part,  endeavouring  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  people 
there,  as  they  had  fo  effedlually  done  in  America. 

Whatever  the  real  intentions  of  France  might  be,  if  flie  fliould  effe6l  the 
landing  of  a confiderable  force  in  that  kingdom,  he  had  every  reafon  to  be 
perfuaded  that  it  would  not  a6l  as  an  enemy,  however  it  might  be  received;  in 
his  opinion,  therefore,  it  wasindifpenfably  ncceifary  for  thathoufe  and  parlia- 
ment to  adopt  fuch  fpeedy  meafures  as  might  promife  to  defeat  impreffions, 
which,  if  not  timely  counteradted,  might,  from  circumflances  of  adtual  mir 
fery,  and  the  defpair  arifmg  from  it,  be  produ6liv'e  of  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quences. 

Of  all  the  lords  who  took  a part  in  this  debate.  Lord  Townfliend  was  cer- 
tainly the  beft  qualified  to  fpcak  the  moft  pointedly,  fairly,  and  inftruftively^ 
upon  the  ftate  of  Ireland  at  that  critical  period.  Flis  lordftiipfpoke  in  favour 
of  the  motion  ; defcribed  the  difpofition  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ; the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  eftabliflied  church,  the  diftenters,  and  the  Roman  catholics  ; 
the  ftate  of  the  army;  the  number  of  people  illegally  armed  there;  the  face 
pf  the  country;  its  rivers,  fortreifes,  &c. : from  all  which  he  fhewed  the  im- 
minent danger  of  the  alternative,  of  the  French  landing  there  in  a hoftile  or 
friendly  manner. 

He  then  drew  a comparifon  between  our  condudl  towards  Ireland  and  Ame- 
rica. The  firft,  loyal,  affectionate,  patient  under  the  greateft  miferies  and 
oppreffions ; the  latter,  factious,  rebellious,  ungrateful,  and  perfidious,  in 
the  midft  of  plenty,  and  after  receiving  a feries  of  accumulated  favours. 

What  was  our  conduCt  towards  them?  They  only  fue  in  the  moft  humble 
and  dutiful  manner,  to  loofen  the  fetters  that  gall  them,  and  rankle  by  their 
intolerable  weight,  and  eat  to  the  very  bone.  What  is  our  anfwer?  Break 
your  chains  if  you  can,  or  perifii.  What  is  the  anfwer  to  the  haughty  and 
infolent  demands  of  the  traiterous  Americans,  leagued  with  an  inveterate  and 
ambitious  enemy  for  our  total  dcftruCtion ; who  have  already  drawn  fo  much 
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-of  our  beft  blood,  and  have  been  the  caufe  of  our  fpending  fo  inan}r  millions 
of  our  treafure,  wrung  from  the  very  vitals  of  the  people?  You  lliall  be  free ; 
you  fliall  pay  no  taxes  ; we  will  not  interfere  with  your  internal  government  ; 
you  fliall  be  bound  by  no  reftri6lions  on  your  trade  and  commerce. 

After  contrafting  thofe  circumftances  in  a very  pointed  manner,  he  fliewed 
the  impolicy  and  injuftice  of  delaying  to  grant  with  a good  grace,  what,  if 
refufed,  muft  be  the  confequence  of  even  an  accommodation  Avith  America; 
namely,  that  after  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  war,  the  people  of  Ireland 
AV'ould  migrate  to  America  in  purfuit  of  a free  trade,  and  a milder  and  happier 
conftitution  of  government ; that  they  Avould  carry  thither  their  manufa6turcs 
Avhich  Avanted  nothing,  but  the  circumftances  he  had  mentioned  to  bring 
them  to  the  utmoft  perfection ; that  of  courfe,  the  only  fingle  queftion  AA’as, 
Avhether  trade  and  commerce,  a fruitful  foil,  and  numerous  inhabitants, 
bound  to  this  country  by  CA^ery  motive  ofaffeClion  and  intereft,  AA^ere  preferable 
to  the  fame  ricb.es,  induftry,  and  effective  ftrength,  juft  as  much  in  ourpoAV- 
er  to  every  good  or  Avife  purpofe,  as  if  they  refidcd  Avithin  the  ifland  of  Great 
Britain. 

His  lordlliip  then  entered  into  particulars,  and  deprecated  the  confequences 
Avhich,  he  forefaAV,  Avould  immediately  folloAV  a refufal  on  our  part.  Suppo- 
fing  AA^e  AA^ere  able  to  fpare  fuch  a force  as  might  promife  to  keep  the  people 
there  in  aAve,  tAvelve  or  fifteen  thoufand  men  encamped  in  the  fouthern,  cen- 
ter, or  northern  part  of  that  kingdom ; if,  for  inftance,  the  importation  of 
all  commodities  of  Britifli  groAvth  or  manufacture,  fliould  be  prohibited  ; or 
fuppofe,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  people  fliould  refolve  not  to  permit  the 
exportation  of  beef  or  butter,  Avhat  would  our  manufa6turers  do  in  one  in- 
ftance; Avhat  would  our  fleets  and  diftant  armies  do  in  the  other,  if  a general 
defection  among  the  body  of  the  people,  even  among  the  very  magiftrates, 
fhould  prevail  ? Why,  AAdiile  your  army  in  the  north  may  be  employed  in 
quelling  infurreCtions  there,  3’our  imports  and  exports  Avould  be  fufpcnded : 
or  AAdiile  you  are  favoring,  by  a military  aid,  the  export  of  provifions  in  the 
fouth,  your  import  in  the  north  and  centre  would  be  flopped;  and  {o  vice 
verfa* 

* It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  this  liberal,  patriotic,  and  politic  fpeech  of  the  noble  lord,  with  his 
conduct  towards  Ireland,  when  the  office  of  chief  governor  of  tliat  kingdom  afforded  the  means, 
and  impofed  the  duty  upon  him  of  doing  that  good  to  Ireland,  which  he  now  warmly  recommended 
to  others. 
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Lord  Shelburne,  after  feveral  of  the  minifterial  party,  and  particularly 
Lord  Chancellor  (Thurlow,)  had  oppoled  the  propofition  on  the  ground  of 
informality,  took  it  off  the  table,  and  moved  it  regularly,  when  tlie  queftion 
being  put,  it  M'as  negatived  by  a majority  of  6l  againft  32. 

No  further  debate  took  place  during  that  feffion  in  the  Britifh  parliament 
concerning  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  The  minifters  of  that  day  were  too  fatally 
addicted  to  their  pernicious  fyftem  of  indolence  and  procraftination.  They  had 
before  them  the  example  of  America,  now  triumphant  in  their  own  fucceffes, 
and  fupported  by  the  whole  houfc  of  Bourbon.  Thefe  alarming  circumhances 
were  conftantly  brought  before  their  eyes  in  the  warmeft  colouring,  by  an  op- 
pofition  of  the  greateR  weight,  numbers,  and  talents,  ever  combined  in  the 
Britifli  fenate.  Minifters,  however,  remitted  the  great  objeQs  of  Iridi  griev- 
ances to  the  next  feffion,  upon  the  flimfy  pretexts  of  Avant  of  information  up- 
on the  fubjeft  matter  of  them,  and  a fear  of  a rebellion  in  the  trading  towns 
of  Lancafliire,  in  cafe  the  Britidi  parliament  fliould  pals  a law,  that  might 
abridge  the  profits  of  their  trade  wdth  Ireland,  or  the  colonies.  They  paffed 
feveral  unimportant  laws*  during  the  feffion,  which  had  no  other  effect,  than 
to  create  contempt  or  difgull  for  the  government,  which  they  conceived  was 
attempting  to  play  them  off  with  delufive  promife  and  delay.  Whilft  the 
Britifli  parliament  Avas  fitting,  the  feelings  of  the  Irifh  nation  were  fufpended 
by  the  hopes  of  relief;  but  when  they  found,  that  the  Britifh  minillry  had 
abandoned  their  caufe,  they  were  forely  exafperated,  and  their  difcontents  be- 
came formidably  alarming.  Affociations  were  entered  into  againft  the  im- 
portation of  Britifli  commodities,  .and  for  the  encouragement  of  Irifli  manu- 

* Such  was  the  I8th  of  Geo.  III.  c.  45,  For  continuing  the  bounty  on  the  importation  of  flax 
feed. — Such  the  I8th  of  George  III.  c.  55.  For  permitting  the  exportation  of  certain  goods  direct- 
ly from  Ireland  into  any  Britifli  plantation  in  America,  or  any  Britifli  fettlement  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  for  further  encouraging  the  fitheries  and  navigation  of  Ireland;  by  which  it  was  alfo 
provided,  that  from  the  24th  of  June,  1778,  all  fhips  built  in  Ireland,  and  owned  by  his  majefty’s 
European  fubjeCts,  Ihould  be  deemed  Britilh  built.  Such  the  1 8th  of  George  III.  c.  6 1 . For  repealing 
fo  much  of  two  aCts  of  Queen  Ann,  concerning  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Ireland  being  fold  or  fet  to 
Proteftants,  as  far  as  they  prohibited,  difqualified,  or  difabled  Papifts  from  taking  or  enjoying  any 
right  or  intereft  therein,  or  which  infliCted  any  penalties  on  perfous  making  or  accepting  any  inter- 
eft  therein.  Such  the  igtii  of  George  III.  c.  83.  For  repealing  feveral  ads,  that  prohibited  the 
growth  and  produce  of  tobacco  in  Ireland;  and  to  permit  the  importation  of  it  into  Great  Britain 
upon  the  like  duties  as  from  America.  Such  the  igth  of  George  III.  c.  37.  For  granting  a bounty, 
on  tlie  importation  of  hemp  into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland  for  a limited  time. 
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filclures.  At  an  affembly  hoklen  at  the  Tholfel  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions  were  agred  to,  viz. 

“ Refolved,  That  the  unjuft,  illiberal,  and  impolitic  oppofition  given  by 
“ many  felf-interefted  people  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  propofed  encourage- 
“ ment  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  originated  in  avarice 
“ and  ingratitude. 

“ Refolved,  That  we  will  not  direclly,  or  indirectly,  import  or  ufe  any 
“ goods  or  wares,  the  produce  or  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  which  can 
be  produced  or  manufactured  in  this  kingdom,  till  an  enlightened  policy, 
“ founded  on  principles  of  juftice,  lhall  appear  to  agnate  the  inhabitants  of 
“ certain  manufa6turing  towns  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  taken  fo  aCtive  a 
“ part  in  oppofing  the  regulations  propofed  in  favour  of  the  trade  of  Ire- 
land ; and  till  they  appear  to  entertain  fentiments  of  refpedt  and  affection  for 
“ their  fellow  fubjeCts  of  this  kingdom.”* 

Shortly  after  the  aflizes  at  Waterford,  the  high  fheritf,  grand  jury,  and  a 
number  of  the  moft  refpe6table  inhabitants,  aflembled  for  the  purpofe  of  tak- 
ing into  confideration  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  trade  and  manufactures,  and 
the  alarming  decline  in  the  value  of  the  ftaple  commodities  of  the  kingdom  ; 

* During  this  century,  faid  the  Right  Honourable  Hely  Hutchinfon,  (Comm.  Reft.  p.  215,)- 
Ireland  has  been,  without  exaggeration,  a mine  of  wealth  to  England,  far  beyond  what  any  calcu- 
lation has  yet  made  it.  When  poor  and  thinly  inhabited,  fhe  was  an  expence  and  a burden  tO' 
England  ; when  Ihe  had  acquired  fome  proportion  of  riches,  and  grew  more  numerous,  fhe  was 
one  of  the  principal  fources  of  her  wealth.  When  fhe  becomes  poor  again,  thofe  advantages  are 
greatly  diminifhed.  The  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland,  in  1778,  were'lefs  than  the  medi- 
um value  of  the  four  preceding  years  in  a fum  of  634,444/.  3.f. ; and  in  the  year  I77Q)  Great  Bri- 
tain is  obliged,  partly  at  her  own  expence,  to  defend  this  country,  and  for  that  purpofe  has  gene- 
roufly  beftowed  out  of  her  owm  exchequer  a large  fum  of  money.  Thofe  fa6ts  demonftrate,  that  the 
poverty  of  Ireland  ever  has  been  a drain,  and  her  riches  an  influx  of  wealth  to  England,  to  which 
the  greater  part  of  it  will  ever  flow,  and  it  imports  not  to  that  country  through  what  cliannel  ; but 
the  fource  muft  be  cleared  from  obftrudtionsj  or  the  ftream  cannot  continue  to  flow. 

Such  a liberal  fyftem  would  increafe  the  wealth  of  this  kingdom,  by  means  that  would  ftrengthen 
the  hands  of  government,  and  promote  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  Ireland  would  then  be  able  to 
contribute  largely  to  the  fupport  of  the  Britilli  empire,  not  only  from  tlie  increafe  of  her  wealth,  but 
from  the  more  equal  diflribution  of  it  into  a greater  number  of  hands  among  the  various  orders  of 
the  community.  The  prefent  inability  of  Ireland  arifes  principally  from  this  circurpltance,  that  her 
lower  and  middle  clafles  have  little  or  no  property,  and  are  not  able,  to  any  confiderable  amount, 
cither  to  pay  taxes,  or  to  confume  thofe  commodities  that  are  the  ufual  fubjeds  of  them ; and  this 
has  been  the  confequence  of  the  laws  which  prevent  trade,  and  difeoprage  raanufadures. 

and 


4‘36 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


and  looking  upon  it  as  an  indifpenfable  duty  that  they  OM'ed  their  country 
and  themfelves,  to  reftrain,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  thefe  growing 
evils,  they  came  to,  and  ligned  the  following  refolutions  : 

“ llefolved,  That  we,  out  families,  and  all,  whom  we  can  influence,  fliall 
“ from  this  day,  -wear  and  make  ufe  of  the  manufadtures  of  this  country,  and 
“ this  country  only,  until  fuch  time  as  all  partial  reftrictions  on  our  trade, 
“ impofed  by  the  illiberal  and  contradted  policy  of  our  lifter  kingdom,  be  re- 
“ moved  ; but  if  in  confequence  of  this  our  refolution,  the  manufadlurers 
“ (whofe  interefl;  we  have  more  immediately  under  confideration)  fliould  adt 
“ fraudulently,  or  combine  to  impofe  upon  the  public,  we  fliall  hold  our- 
“ felves  no  longer  bound  to  countenance  and  fupport  them. 

“ Refolved,  That  we  will  not  deal  with  any  merchant  or  fliopkeeper,  who 
“ 'fliall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  detedted  in  impofmg  any  foreign  manufac- 
“ ture  as  the  manufadlure  of  this  country.” 

Refolutions  of  this  kind 'became  general,  in  confequence  of  which  efforts, 
tlie  manufadlures  of  Ireland  began  to  revive,  and  the  demand  for  Britilh 
goods  in  a great  meafure  decreafed ; a circumftance  which  tended  to  pro- 
duce a difpofition  in  Great  Britain  to  attend  to  the  complaints  of  that  coun- 
try, different  indeed  from  that,  which  Ireland  had  hitherto  experienced. 

It  is  more  matter  of  calculation,  than  of  reafoning,  to  afeertain  the 
grounds,  which  Ireland  had  at  this  period  to  prefs  Great  Britain  to  fupport 
her  in  her  ftruggle  for  commercial  freedom.  The  annual  balance  of  exports 
and  imports  returned  from  the  entries  in  the  different  cuflom-houfes  in  favor 
• of  Ireland,  on  all  her  trade  with  the  whole  world,  in  every  year  from  1768 
to  1778,  when  compared  with  the  remittances  made  from  Ireland  to  England 
in  each  of  thofe  years,  was  as  follows  : the  balance  in  favor  of  Ireland  on  her 
general  trade  by  thofe  returns  was  in  1776,  606,190/.  ll,s.  Or/,  ; in  1777, 
24,203/.  3s.  lOd. ; in  1778,  386,384/.  5.?.  7d.  ; and  taken  at 'a  medium  of 
eleven  years  from  1/68  to  1778  both  inclufive,  amounted  to  the  fum  of- 
605,083/.  7s.  5d.  ; the  fums  remitted  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  for  rents, 
interefl  of  money,  penfions,  falaries,  and  profits  of  offices,  amounted  at  the 
lowefl  computation  from  1768  to  1773,  to  100,000/.  yearly  ; and  from  1773, 
when  the  tontines  were  introduced,  from  which  period  large  fums  were  bor- 
rowed from  England,  thofe  remittances  were  confiderably  increafed,  and  in 
1777  they  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thoufand 
j)0unds  yearly.  Ireland,  therefore,  at  that  period,  paid  to  Great  Britain 
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double  the  fum,  that  fhe  colle6led  from  the  whole  world  in  all  the  trade, 
which  Great  Britain  allowed  her. 

We  find  no  hiftorical  document  to  account  for  the  policy  of  not  conven- 
ing the  parliament  of  Ireland  in  the  prelfure  of  their  national  diftrefs  : the 
miniftry  in  Great  Britain  was  frequently  called  upon  by  the  oppofition  to  ac- 
count for  this  e.Ktraordinary  condudf,  but  no  anfwer  was  ever  given  to  the 
fummons.  It  now  appears  unqueftionable,  that  the  length  of  the  recefs, 
coupled  with  the  peculiar  circumflances  of  Irelandis  failing  in  their  expefted 
redrefs  from  the  refufal  of  the  Britifli  parliament,  and  the  want  of  an  Irifli 
parliament  to  apply  to,  gave  rife  to  the  exertions  of  thofe  native  energies,  to 
which  an  opprelfed  and  injured  people  never  fails  in  extremity  to  refort. 
During  this  recefs  the  fyftem  of  affociating  and  volunteering  took  its  rife, 
and  had  made  confiderable  progrefs*  ere  the  parliament  met  on  the  12th  of 

Odober,, 


* The  progrefs  of  the  volunteers  during  the  recefs  of  the  Irifli  parliament  in  1779  isthusde'-- 
fcribed  by  one  of  the  moft  prominent  of  that  corps  in  his  Hiftory  of  Irifli  Affairs  from  the  12th  of 
October,  1779,  to  the  1 5th  of  November,  i782,  hy  Francis  Dobbs,  Efq.  p.  S6.  “ An  expedient 

free  trade  and  the  fallacy  of  it  was  foon  underftood.  The  p)ain  and  limple  dodtrine,  that  we 
“ could  not  be  free,  if  any  power  on  earth  could  make  law's  to  bind  us,  fave  our  king,  lords,  and 
“ commons,  quickly  prevailed.  This  became  the  fentiment  of  almoft  every  man.  It  could  not 
be  openly,  but  it  was  infidioufly  attacked.  Thefe  attacks  railed  many  powerful  advocates  for 
Irifli  liberty.  The  public  mind  became  enlightened  •,  and  it  was  in  vain,  that  the  fupporters  of 
“ adminiflration  preffed  them  to  attend  to  their  free  trade,  and  relinquifh  their  freedom.  With 
“ their  information,  the.power  of  the  people  was  alfo  increafing.  A variety  of  caufes  all  tended  to 
add  to  the  volunteers.  The  gentlemen  w'ho  had  hitherto  taken  the  mofl:  aftive  part,  were  moflly 
" of  what  is  called  the  cbuntry  party.  Government  not^able  to  fupprefs,  wiflied  its  fupporters  alfo 
“ volunteers.  On  this  principle  many  new  corps  were  raifed,  differing  much  in  political  fentiment, 
but  who  were  to  become  equally  ufeful  to  their  country.  Another  caufe  operated  ftrongly  : it 
became  highly  fafliionable.  Volunteer  rank  was  an  object  of  ambition,  and  it  v/as  confidered  as  the 
" mofl  glorious  deftination  of  a gentleman,  to  be  at  the  head  of  a well-appointed  corps.  Among  the 
" lower  orders  of  men,  the  fmartnefs  of  thofe,  who  had  enrolled  themfelves  became  an  objedh  of  envy 
" and  emulation.  The  idea  of  glory,  which  attended  it,  alfo  had  its  weight ; and  every  able  young 
" man  felt  afliamed,  that  he  was  not  amongfl  the  girardians  of  his  country.  The  fair  alfo,  mate- 
“ rially  ferved  the  volunteer  caufe.  Countrymen  from  being  flovenly  in  their  drefs,  and  aukw'ard 
in  their  manners,  became  neat  in  their  perfons,  and  comparatively  polilhed  and  refined.  They 
**  were  alfo  to  be  the  proteftors  of  their  miflreffes,  and  obtained  from  the  fofter  fexin  return  an  en- 
“ vied  precedence.  In  fhort,  thefe  various  caufes  operated  fo  pow'erfully,  that  almoft  every  man  who 
" could,  became  a volunteer.  But  the  volunteers,  though  powerful,  had  no  fixed  objedl  j no  bond 
" of  union  j no  communication . Detached  in  feparate  companies,  they  as  yet  w anted  that  con- 
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Oclober,  1779.  this  occafion  the  lord  lieutenant  in  his  fpeech  took  no- 
tice of  the  general  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  following  words  rf  “ At  a time  when 
“ the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom  are  in  a more  particular  manner 
‘‘  the  objects  of  public  attention,  it  were  to  be  wilhed,  that  the  general 
“ tranquillity,  ever  defirable,  had  been  reftored,  fo  as  to  have  left  you  en- 
“ tirely  at  leifure  to  deliherate  on  thofe  great  and  important  fuhje6ls ; but 
“ I am  perfuaded  you  will  not  permit  any  interefts,  however  dear  to  you,  to 
“ impede  your  efforts,  or  difturb  your  unanimity  at  this  moft  important  pe- 
“ riod  ; and  I have  it  exprefsly  in  command  from  his  majefty  to  aflure  you, 
“ that  the  cares  and  folicitudes  infeparable  from  a ftate  of  hoftility  have  not 
“ prevented  him  from  turning  his  royal  mind  to  the  interefts  and  diftreffes 
“ of  this  kingdom  with  the  moft  affedtionate  concern,  of  which,  the  money 
‘‘  remitted  to  this  country  for  its  defence,  when  England  had  every  reafon 
“ to  apprehend  a moft  formidable  and  immediate  attack,  affords  a convincing 
“ proof.  Anxious  for  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  his  majefty  will  moft 
“ cheerfully  co-operate  with  his  parliaments  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  pro- 
“ mote  the  common  interefts  of  all  his  people. 

“ It  is  with  great  concern  1 have  to  inform  you,  that  on  account  of  the  ex- 
“ traordinary  decline  of  the  revenues,  the  very  liberal  fupplies  of  the  laft  fef- 
“ fion  have  proved  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  government,  fo  that, 
“ contrary  to  my  moft  fanguine  expectations  and  moft  earneft  endeavours, 
“ there  is  a confiderable  arrear  now  to  be  provided  for. 

“ The  united  efforts  and  great  military  preparations  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
hon  feem  only  to  have  roufed  the  courage,  and  called  forth  the  exertions  of 
“ his  majefty 's  brave  and  loyal  fubjeCts  of  this  kingdom  ; and  I have  only 
“ to  lament,  that  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  treafury  has  hitherto  put  it  out 
“ of  my  power  to  give  thofe  exertions  the  moft  extenfive  and  conftitutional 
operation,  by  carrying  the  militia  law  into  execution.” 

As  foon  as  the  lord  lieutenant's  fpeech  had  been  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, Sir  Robert  Tilfon  Dean  arofe,  and  after  an  exordium  in  a high  ftrain 
of  panegyric  on  the  lord  lieutenant’s  adminiftration,  and  the  good  difpoli- 

nexion,  which  alone  could  make  them  truly  beneficial.”  This  gentleman  (he  was  a barrifter) 
about  this  time  wrote  a letter  to  Lord  North,  on  the  crifis  of  aftairs  in  Ireland,  which  is  to  be  feen 
in  the  Appendix,  No.  LXVI.  it  was  written  in  the  fpur  of  the  moinent,  and  is  a faithful  index  of 
the  general  fpirit,  which  had  then  feized  the  Irifh  nation, 
f 10  Journ.Cora.  p.  II. 
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tions  of  his  majefty  and  the  Britilh  minifiry  toward  that  kingdom,  moved  for 
an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  expreffing  in  the  warmed  terms  the  grateful  fenfe 
the  houfe  entertained  of  thofe  difpofitions,  and,  in  the  nfual  language  of  thefe 
addrelfes,  echoing  the  fpeech.  The  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  R,  H,  Flut- 
chinfon,  who  faid  this  w'as  a great,  critical,  and  important  period,  in  which 
the  declarations  of  the  king,  the  bed  of  princes,  and  the  Britilh  legiflature, 
left  no  room  to  doubt  but  every  good  was  defigned  for  Ireland  ; that  his 
majedy’s  fpeech  in  the  Britilli  houfe,  at  the  clofe  of  the  lad  feldon,  was  the 
harbinger  of  good  tidings  and  great  events,  wdiich  was  on  that  day  con- 
firmed by  the  lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech,  who  faid  he  had  it  in  command  to  de- 
clare his  Avidi  to  co-operate  in  fuch  meafures,  as  might  bed  promote  their 
intereds,  which,  in  the  hands  of  their  adminidration,  mud  be  well  managed, 
as  their  deligns  Avere  pure ; that  under  fuch  an  adminidration,  the  general 
benefit  of  the  empire  would  be  attended  to,  above  all  partial  and  felfilh  con- 
fiderations ; and  the  veil  of  calumny,  which  had  fo  long  traduced  them, 
would  difappear,  and  the  fa6tious  calumniators,  touched  with  truth,  as  with 
the  fpear  of  Ithuriel,  would  dart  into  lliape.  What  thanks  were  due  to 
the  chief  governor,  who  fo  refpe61fully  mentioned  the  focieties  of  armed 
patriots  throughout  the  kingdom.  What  mud  their  opinion  be  of  a chief 
.governor,  Avho  fpoke  fo  honorably  of  that  great  bulwark  of  conditutional 
liberty,  a national  militia  ? Though  their  diftrefies  Avere  great,  from  them 
profperous  days  might  fpring. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  the  fpeech  contained  nothing  explicit,  nothing  fatisfac- 
tory ; it  meant  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  Avithout  any  declaration 
whatever.  After  his  majedy  had  been  addreded  by  his  Iri/li  fubjecds  for  a 
free  export  trade,  did  fuch  addrelfes  require  no  anfAver  ? Were  the  people  of 
Ireland  undeferving  the  notice  of  the  Britilh  minifters?  Was  there  no  refpe61. 
for  the  intereds  of  thefe  kingdoms  among  the  fcrvants  of  the  crown  on  that 
fide  of  the^Avaterr  W’’ere  not  thefe  fervants  of  the  crow  n alfo  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  ? Why  not  then  fpeak  out  ? Were  their  didrelfes  of  fo  private  a 
nature,  that  they  mud  not  be  mentioned  ? Here  he  gave  an  eloquent  and  pa- 
thetic pifture  of  the  miferable  condition  of  the  kingdom.  It  Avas  plain  they 
had  nothing  to  expecd,  fince  applications  from  the  people,  backed  even  by 
the  officers  of  the  croAvn,  AA’ere  not  attended  to.  Ireland  then  had  nothing 
to  depend  upon  but  heroAvn  fpirit;  no  redrefs  of  grievances,  no  extcnlioii  of 
trade,  but  from  the  efforts  of  her  people  ! and  Avould  it  be  politic,  wmuld  it 
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be  fafe,  here  or  elfewhere,  to  oppofe  tliefe  efforts  ? Why  does  not  tlie  addreis 
alfo  fpeak  out  ? Why  had  they  lefs  fpirit  than  the  people  ? Should  the  com- 
mons of  Ireland  lliew  lefs  fpirit  than  the  moll  infignificant  corporation  ? The 
diftreffes  of  Ireland  were  twofold,  the  beggary  of  the  people,  and  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  the  Hate.  The  kingdom  was  ruined  by  a balance  of  trade  againft 
her  for  fo  many  years,  and  the  drain  of  abfentees  ; the  prevailing  fpirit  of 
affociations  was  but  a temporary  expedient,  and  fomething  more  effcdual 
mull  be  done. 

The  bankruptcy  of  the  ftate  was  the  confequence  of  a fyftem  of  boundlefs 
prodigality,  profligacy,  and  violence.  The  peace  eftablilhment  of  that  poor 
country  amounted  to  one-fixth  of  that  of  England ; and  what  proportion 
Nras  there  in  their  means  ? What  was  that  eflablifhment  ? Infamous  penfions 
to  infamous  men  ! (Here  he  launched  into  perfonalities.)  And  would  thofe 
men,  whom  they  paid,  vote  againft  an  extenfion  of  their  trade  ? Vote  againfl 
the  means  of  fupporting  them  ? To  what  pafs  had  adminiflration  reduced 
that  kingdom  ! To  be  infulted  with  their  poverty  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne ; to  be  told  of  their  beggary  ; that  the  officers  of  the  crown  there  had 
begged  50,000/.  from  England,  or  the  troops  could  not  have  marched  into 
camp  ; when  it  was  known,  that  it  was  that  profligacy,  that  has  unnerved 
the  arm  of  government,  and  made  the  fword  of  defence  fall  in  its  hands. 

He  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  to  be  inferted  in  the  follow- 
ing words  ; 

“ That  we  befeech  your  majefty  to  believe,  that  it  is  rrith  the  utmofl  re- 
luctance we  are  conftrained  to  approach  you  on  theprefent  occafion;  but  the 
conftant  drain  to  fupply  abfentees,  and  the  unfortunate  prohibition  of  our 
trade,  have  caufed  fuch  calamity,  that  the  natural  fupport  of  our  country  has 
decayed,  and  our  manufactures  are  dying  away  for  want.  Famine  ftalks  hand 
in  hand  with  hopelefs  wretchednefs,  and  the  only  means  left  to  fupport  the 
expiring  trade  of  this  miferable  part  of  your  majefty’s  dominions,  is  to  open 
a free  export  trade,  and  let  your  Irifli  fubjects  enjoy  their  natural  birthright!'’ 
Lord  Weftport  feconded  ]\Ir.  Grattan’s  motion  for  the  amendment.  IMr. 
Flood  confidered  the  addrefs  as  inexplicit.  Sir  Henry  Cavendilh  declared 
he  would  vote  againft  the  amendment,  apprehending  that  this  bufmefs  would 
be  better  effected  by  opening  a committee  on  purpofe,  or  rather  following  a 
precedent  in  the  year  ibO'l,  when  the  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland  ap- 
pointed 
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fromted  commiffioners  to  attend  the  king,  to  fupplicate  the  redrefs  of 
o’lievances, 

O 

]\Ir.  Ogle  reprobated  the  idea  of  entering  into  a committee  on  the  fubje6l 
of  grievances  : he  was  fick,  he  faid,  of  the  mode  of  trifling  with  the  nation  in 
order  to  gain  time  ; if  they  did  not  mention  fomething  in  the  addrefs,  the  mi- 
nifiry  miglit  again  flielter  themfelves  under  the  old  excufe,  that  truly  they  did 
not  know  what  the  Irifh  wanted,  as  their  parliament  was  filent  on  the  head, 
and  fo  went  on  with  the  old  fyftem  of  duplicity. 

Sir  Edward  Newenham  conjured  the  houfe,  by  all  they  held  dear,  to  re- 
affume  their  wonted  dignity  and  power,  charged  the  Britifli  miniftry  with 
contempt  and  negleft  to  the  nation,  and  called  on  their  warmefl  advocate 
to  deny  the  affertiou  ; faid  he  perfectly  agreed  with  Mr.  Flood,  that  the  ad- 
drefs did  not  go  far  enough,  and  that  he  thought  the  original  addrefs  a fer- 
vile  echo  to  the  fpeech. 

The  Provofl  drew  a moft  pathetic  picture  of  the  melancholy  fituation  of 
his  native  country,  declaring,  on  that  queftion,  that  no  adminiftration  fliould 
bias  him  from  the  welfare  of  his  country. 

The  Attorney  General  delivered  a ftudied  eulogium  on  the  fenfibility  of 
the  king,  and  the  humanity  of  his  ininifler. 

The  debate  now  took  a new  turn  ; feveral  of  the  minifterial  party  declared, 
that  though  they  thought  this  bufmefs  might  have  come  more  properly 
otherwife,  yet,  that  there  might  be  an  unanimity,  they  v'ould  not  oppofe 
the  amendment. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Flood  declared  for  the  amendment,  and  entered  largely 
into  a juftification  of  his  political  condu6t,  which,  he  faid,  had  unfortunately 
been  much  mifreprefented;  that  the  office  he  held  was  the  unfolicited  gift  of 
his  fovereign,  which  he  had  received  with  gratitude,  and  held  with  honor, 
that  when  a time  came,  that  he  could  no  longer  do  it,  he  would  gladly  throw 
the  bracelet  into  the  common  cauldron. 

Mr.  Prime  Serjeant  (Huffey  Burgh)  after  expatiating  on  the  neceffity  of 
immediately  laying,  in  an  unequivocal  manner,  the  ftate  of  the  diflreffes  at 
tlie  foot  of  the  throne,  moved  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  j)ropofed,  “ that  it 
“ is  not  by  temporary  expedients,  but  by  a free  trade  alone,  that  this  na- 
“ tion  is  now  to  be  faved  from  impending  ruin.” 

Tire  amendment  was  carried  Nc7n.  Con,  as  was  alfo  the  addrefs  to  the  lord 
lieutenant. 
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So  crying  MTre  the  diftreflfes  of  Ireland  at  this  period,  fo  impotent  was  the 
hand  of  government  to  relieve  them,  that  the  moft  important  change  of  dif- 
pofition,  fentiment,  and  action  in  the  people  took  place  under  the  eye,  in 
defiance  and  with  the  acquiefcence  of  government.  By  the  melancholy  con- 
fequences  of  the  American  war,  our  fleets  had  become  inferior  to  the  com- 
bined forces  of  the  enemy;  our  own  coafts  were  infulted,  thofe  of  Ireland 
wholly  unprotedfed  : the  military  eftablifhment  had  been  fo  drained  to  recruit 
the  regiments  in  America,  that  there  were  not  5000  forces  in  that  kingdom  to 
defend  the  fea-ports  even  from  the  crews  of  fmgie  veffels.  Hence  arofe  the 
necehity  of  volunteers  arming  in  defence  of  their  abandoned  country.  Go- 
vernment affrighted  at  the  fituation,  into  which  they  had  thrown  or  per- 
mitted the  country  to  be  thrown,  delivered  out  to  the  people  16000  ftand  of 
arms,  thereby  encouraging  and  increaling  the  number  of  volunteers,  with* 
out  any  ftipulation,  regulation,  or  authority  for  organizing  or  fubjecting 
them  to  fubordination.  -The  commercial  face  of  the  country  exhibited  a 
Rill  more  defponding  view : her  veffels  taken  within  fight  of  her  ports  : her 
trade  fhackled  in  almoft  every  branch  by  Britilh  reftriclions  ; an  embargo  on 
the  exports  of  her  provifion  trade:  her  linens  lying  upon  their  merchants 
hands;  her  imports  and  her  abfentces  fwallowing  up  all  her  currency:  and 
flight  or  no  returns  to  fupply  an  exhaufted  treafury.  'Wretchednefs,  defpe- 
ration,  and  ruin  prefented  themfelves  at  every  point  of  view,  and  in  the  de- 
bate upon  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  once  more  diffolved  the  minifterial 
phalanx,  arid  imperioufly  called  upon  the  ftauncheft  fupporters  of  the  caftle 
interefl  to  quit  their  ranks,  and  vote  for  -a.  free  trade.  The  nation  rejoiced 
at  this  glorious  opening  of  the  feflion,  and  poured  forth  its  gratitude  to  par- 
liament ; they  in  their  turn  paid  their  tribute  of  thanks  to  the  volunteers, 
who  it  appears  now  amounted  to  42,000  men.  It  is  fmgular,  that  this  for- 
midable body,  armed  and  organized  by  no  other  authority  or  fandtion  than 
the  great  law  of  felf-defence,  was  neither  charged  nor  queftioned  by  the  Irilh 
government  or  parliament  as  to  the  legality  of  their  commiffion  or  delegation. 
Government  had  fo  wafted  its  vigor,  that  it  could  not  raife  its  arm  in  felf- 
defence.  Whilft  this  debate  was  going  forward,  the  populace  alfembled  round 
the  parliament  houfe,  and  with  full  impunity  menaced  the  members,  and 
demanded  oaths  of  them  to  fupport  the  meafure,  committing  feveral  acts  of 
outrage  and  intimidation.  To  this  junfture  did  the  late  Lord  Clare  refer  in 
his  memorable  fpeech  on  the  Union  (p.  29),  when  he  faid,  “ The  imbecility 
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‘‘  of  Lord  Buckingham  Ihire’s  government  had  arrayed  the  volunteer  army, 
“ and  the  addrefs  to  his  majefty  voted  in  1779  hy  the  commons,  demanding 
“ a free  trade  as  the  right  of  Ireland  * was  followed  inftantly  by  a refolutiou 
“ of  thanks  to  that  army  for  their  array.” 

The  rights  of  Ireland  appear  to  have  been  more  warmly  combated  in  the 
Britilh,  than  in  the  Irith  fenate.  The  Iridi  parliament  had  been  convened 
about  five  weeks  before  that  of  Great  Britain,  in  order  that  the  objedlions 
prefled  by  the  oppofition  againft  the  long  recefs  of  the  Iriih  parliament,  might 
be  done  away,  and  fome  fpecific  demands  might  be  fubmitted,  by  the  Irifii 
to  the  Britifli  parliament,  which  the  moft  plaufible  of  the  minifterialifts  had 
frequently  called  for.  On  the  ift  of  December,  1779,  Lord  Shelburne 
moved  in  the  Britifli  Houle  of  Lords,  that  the  addrefs  of  that  houfe,  which 
palled  unanimoufly  on  the  11th  of  May  laft,  recommending  to  his  majefty’s 
moftferious  conlideration  the  diftrefl’cd  and  impoverilhed  ftate  of  the  loyal  and 
well  deferving  people  of  Ireland,  and  to  dire6l  that  there  be  prepared  and  laid 
before  parliament  fuch  particulars,  relative  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  to  enable  the  national  wifdom  to  purfue  effec- 
tual meafures  for  promoting  the  common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  commerce  of 
his  majefty’s  fubjedts  in  both  kingdoms,  and  his  majeffy's  anfwer  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  that  he  would  give  diredtions  accordingly:  and  likewife  the  mo- 
tion to  addrefs  his  majefty,  which  betook  the  liberty  to  trouble  their  lordfliips 
with  on  the  2d  of  June,  re-ftating  the  neceffity  of  giving  fpeedy  and  elFedlual 
relief  to  Ireland,  and  offering  the  full  co-operation  of  that  houfe  towards  giv- 
ing relief  to  that  kingdom  ; and  if  his  royal  prerogative,  as  vefted  in  him  by 
tlie  conftitution,  vTie  not  adequate  to  adminifter  the  wanted  relief,  that  his 
majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  continue  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom,  and 
give  orders  forthwith  for  calling  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  that  their  juft 
complaints  might  be  fully  conlidercd,  and  remedied  without  delay ; which 
laft,  his  lordlliip  obferved,  had  been  negatived  by  a confiderable  majority,  no 


* When  the  I'pcaker  carried  up  the  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  the  ftreets,  from  the  Parli.i- 
ment-houfe  to  the  Caftle,  were  lined  by  the  Dublin  volunteers,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Lcin- 
fter,  drawn  up  in  their  arms  and  uniform.  I’lie  acclamations  of  the  people  as  he  paffed  along,  ex- 
prelTed  their  wiflies  and  their  joy  on  this  very  fingular  occafion  : the  pulfe  of  the  nation  beat  higfi. 
A general  expedion  of  redrefs  was  now  diffufed  ■,  at  the  fame  time,  anxiety  and  fufpieions  were 
entertained,  that  there  was  danger  of  being  difappointed,  from  the  fame  fpirit,  in  which  England 
had  hitherto  kept  that  country,  in  a ftate  of  humiliating  and  opprelfive  bondage. 
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lefs  than  by  6l  to  32  ; thefe  documents  being-  read  at  the  table,  his  loi  dihip 
proceeded  to  explain  the  grounds  of  his  intended  motion,  which  would,  if 
carried,  amount  to  a vote  of  cenfure  upon  minifters,  whofe  condudt  he  moft 
feverely  reprobated;  he  then  adverted  to  the  confequences,  which  that  con- 
du6l  drew  after  it;  cxadlly  what  every  thinking  man  mufi:  have  clearly  fore 
feen.  Ireland  difclaimed  any  connexion  with  Great  Britain;  die  inftantly 
put  herfelf  into  a condition  of  defence  againft  her  foreign  enemies  ; opprclfed 
at  one  time  by  England,  and  at  length  reduced  to  a Rate  of  calamity  and  dif- 
trcfs,  experienced  by  no  other  country  that  ever  exiftcd,  unlefs  vifited  by  Avar 
or  famine ; and  perceiving,  that  all  profpedt  of  juftice  or  relief  was  in  a man- 
ner finally  clofed,  and  that  flie  mult  perifli,  or  Avork  out  her  own  falvatiou, 
file  united  as  one  man  to  refeue  herfelf  from  that  approaching  deftrudlion, 
which  feemed  to  aAvait  her.  The  people  inftantly  armed  themfelves,  and  the 
numbers  armed  foon  increafed  to  upwards  of  forty  thoufand  men,  and  Avere 
daily  augmenting.  This  moft  fonnidoTle  body  Avas  not  compofed  of  merce- 
naries Avho  had  little  or  no  interefi;  in  the  iflue,  but  of  the  nobility,  gentry, 
merchants,  citizens,  and  refpedtable  yeomanry : men  able  and  Avilling  to  de- 
vote their  time,  and  part  of  their  property,  to  the  defence  of  the  Avhole,  and 
the  protedlion  and  fecurity  of  their  country.  The  government  had  been  abdi- 
cated, and  the  people  refunied  the  powers  vefted  in  them;  and  in  fo  doing, 
Avere  fully  authorized  by  every  principle  of  the  conftitiition,  and  every  motive 
of  felf  prefervation  ; and  Avhenever  they  fiiould  again  delegate  this  inherent 
power,  they  firmly  and  Avifely  determined  to  have  it  fo  regulated,  and  plaeed 
upon  fo  large  and  liberal  a bafis,  that  they  fiiould  not  be  liable  to  fuffer  under 
the  fame  opprefiions  in  time  to  come ; nor  feel  the  fatal  effedls  and  compli- 
cated evils  of  mal-adminifiration  ; of  calamity  Avithout  hopes  of  red  refs ; or  of 
iron-handed  poAver  Avithout  proteftion. 

To  prove,  that  thefe  Avere  the  declared  and  real  fentiments  of  the  Avhole 
Irifii  nation,  he  fiiould  not  dAvell  upon  this  or  that  particular  circumftance ; 
upon  the  refolutions  of  county  and  tOAvn  meetings ; upon  the  language  of 
the  alfociations ; upon  the  general  prevalent  fpirit  of  all  deferiptions  of  men  of 
all  religions  : matters  of  this  kind,  however  true  or  manifeft,  Avere  fubjedt  to, 
or  might  admit  of  controverfy.  Be  Avould  folely  confine  hinifelf  to  a paifage 
contained  in  a ftate  paper ; he  meant  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  the  Irifii 
parliament,  declaring,  that  nothing  but  granting  the  kingdom  “ a free  trade,” 
could  faveitfroni  certain  ruin.  Here  Avas  the  united  voice  of  the  country 
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conveyed  through  its  proper  conftitutional  organs,  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment, to  his  majefty,  againft  which  there  was  but  one  diffenting  voice  in  the 
houfes,  and  not  a fecond,  he  believed,  in  the  whole  kingdom.  Church  of 
England  men,  and  Roman  Catholics,  Diffenters,  and  Sedlaries  of  all  denomi- 
nations ; Whigs  and  Tories,  if  any  Rich  were  to  be  found  in  Ireland ; place  - 
men, peniioners,  and  country  gentlemen;  Engliflimen  by  birth  ; in  diort,  eve- 
ry man  in  and  out  of  the  houfe,  except  the  fingle  inftance  mentioned,  had  all 
united  in  a fingle  opinion,  that  nothing  would  relieve  the  country  fliort  of  a 
free  trade. 

After  Rating,  in  a variety  of  iiiRances,  the  mifconduct,  incapacity,  but, 
above  all,  the  lhameful  inattention  of  miniRers  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  by 
which  we  were  driven  to  the  melancholy  terms  of  fubmitting  to  whatever  Ire- 
land might  think  proper  to  didtate,  or  to  the  lofs  of  Ireland  as  well  as  Ameri- 
ca, his  lordlhip  proceeded  to  point  out  feveral  exiRing  grievances  in  that  coun- 
try, as  well  arifmg  from  its  particular  conRitution,  as  interior  government. 
He  obferved,  that  there  was  one  grofs  defect  in  the  former,  and  that  too  of 
the  firR  magnitude;  he  meant  the  power  the  crown  being  invefted  with,  or 
arrogating  to  itfelf  the  difpofal  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  vdiich  amounted  to 
full  two-thirds  of  the  whole  monies  raifed  upon  the  people.  This  could  be 
difpofed  of  at  the  king’s  pleafure,  or  its  produce  in  part  be  anticipated  by 
royal  grants,  called  the  king’s  letters.  Such  a general  grant,  he  allowed, 
was  not  to  be  fuppofed  or  feared;  but  as  long  as  the  claim  was  contended  for, 
it  muR  continue  a dangerous  claim,  becaufe  it  inveRed  the  whole  produce  in 
the  king,  and  with  it  confequently  the  power  of  the  fword.  It  had,  how- 
ever, tliis  immediate  effedl,  that  the  miniRers  were  at  all  times  at  liberty  to 
give  penfions,  create  places  ; and  the  falaries  and  fums  granted  or  annexed  to 
them,  being  charged  upon  the  hereditary  revenue,  it  in  fact  amounted  to  a 
power  to  tax  ; becaufe,  if  that  revenue  fell  diort,  other  taxes  muR  be  laid  on 
the  people,  and  other  burdens  incurred,  in  order  to  make  good  thofe  eventual 
deficiencies.  This  power,  and  theufe  made  of  it,  was  a fource  of  endlefs  mif- 
chief  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  in  its  confcquences  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land; becaufe  it  afforded  miniRers  on  both  tides  the  water,  the  means  of  cor- 
ruption, aifd  rewarding  thofe,  who  fuppbrted  them  in  their  views,  and  gave  a 
Rmetion  to  their  meafures.  It  was  doubly  mifehievous  to  Ireland  ; for  while 
it  impoverifiicd  the  people  there,  it  at  the  fame  time  time  fuinithcd  the  means 
of  future  oppreffion,  and  repeated  public  rapine. 
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It  was  a matter  of  notoriety,  when  Ireland  had  applied  for  fome  trifling 
favor  in  the  laR  feffion,  fome  few  days  only  before  the  noble  marquis  moved 
the  addrefs  read  that  day  at  the  table,  that  the  minifter  in  the  other  houfe, 
(Lord  North)  underflanding,  that  the  houfe  was  about  to.  relax,  and  that  the 
favour  was  upon  the  point  of  being  granted,  came  down,  and  by  his  foie  in- 
fluence threw  out  the  bill  by  a majority  of  three  only ; and,  not  contented 
with  giving  a filent  vote,  fpoke  with  his  ufual  energy  and  fuccefs  againft  it. 
This  act  of  declared  hoftility  againft  the  people  of  Ireland,  with  the  fubfe- 
quent  neglect  of  adminiflration,  in  not  attending  to  the  united  fentiments  of 
the  Britifli  legiflature,  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  caufe,  that  Ireland  was  not  now 
in  a perfect  Hate  of  tranquillity  and  obedience  to  the  government  of  this 
country ; and  that,  inftead  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  aflbciators,  there  \vas 
now,  he  believed,  full  four  times  the  number,  well  armed  and  accoutred, 
and  daily  improving  in  difcipline.  The  Irilh  faw  what  they  muft  truft  to,  and 
they  took  their  option.  The  honor  and  dignity  of  the  crown  were  difgraced  ; 
the  fword  was  dropped,  and  the  people  had  taken  it  up  on  the  double  motive 
of  defending  themfelves  againft  a foreign  enemy ; and  compelling  that  juftice 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  that  had,  as  with  America,  been  denied  to  their  hum- 
ble applications,  and  the  repeated  narratives  and  rcprefentations  of  their  cala- 
mities and  diflrefs. 

After  difclaiming  all  perfonal  refentment  in  the  a6l  of  duty,  he  undertook 
to  perform,  his  lordlhip  then  moved  the  following  refolution : 

“ That  it  is  highly  criminal  in  hismajefty's  minifters  to  have  negle6fed  tak- 
“ ing  effebtual  meafures  for  the  relief  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  confe- 
“ quence  of  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe  of  the  1 ith  of  May,  and  of  liis  majelly's 
‘‘  moft  gracious  anfwer ; and  to  have  fuffered  the  difcontents  of  that  king- 
“ dom  to  rife  to  fuch  an  height,  as  evidently  to  endanger  the  conftitutional 
“ connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  to  create  new  embarraffments 
“ to  the  public  councils,  by  difunion  and  diffidence,  in  a moment  when  real 
“ unanimity,  grounded  upon  mutual  confidence  and  affeftion,  is  confefl’edly 
“ elfential  to  the  prefervation  of  what  is  left  of  the  Britifii  empire.” 

Earl  of  Hilfbrough  arofe,  and  admitted,  that  he  thought  Ireland  was  entitled 
to  a free  trade  with  equal  taxes,  or,  as  he  had  before  expreffed  himfelf,  to  an 
equal  trade.  So  far  his  opinions  went,  and  on  that  ground  lie  thought  him- 
felf well  warranted  in»recommending  to  his  majefty,  and  propofing  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  parliament  the  granting  Ireland  an  equal  trade.  As  to  the  evxnt 
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of  this  meafure,  all  he  could  pofitively  fay,  M^as,  that  it  perfe611y  accorded 
with  his  ideas  of  policy  and  jufticc ; and  from  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the 
people  of  both  kingdoms,  he  had  good  grounds  to  hope,  that  an  equal  trade, 
with  the  conditions  to  be  annexed,  would  give  perfedt  fatisfadlion  and  con- 
tent, as  well  to  the  Britidi,  as  the  Irifli  nation. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  faid,  the  non-importation  agreement  in  Ire- 
land had  not  been  general,  but  had  been  entered  into  only  by  fome  coun- 
ties and  towns,  at  the  time  his  motion  was  made;  but  as  foon  as  the  Iridi  per- 
ceived, that  no  relief  was  to  be  expedled  from  minifters,  though  every  branch 
of  the  legiflature  had  promifed  it,  the  non-importation  agreement  became 
general,  and  the  fpirit  of  military  aflbeiation,  which  was  directed  folely  to  de- 
fence againft  a foreign  enemy,  foon  atfumed  a different  form;  and  looked for-r 
ward  to  compel  that  relief,  which,  with  good  will  and  good  intentions  on  our 
part,  had  before  no  exiftence  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  Had 
fomething  been  done  when  he  firft  moved,  or  if  parliament  had  been  kept  fit- 
ting, according  to  the  propofitions  of  his  noble  fritnd,  of  the  2d  of  June, 
neither  the  alfociations,  nor  the  non-importation  agreement,  M'ould  have  ever 
exifted  in  their  prefent  extent.  Could’  their  lordlhips,  then,  with  fuch  felf- 
evident  proof  before  them,  refufe,  Avhen  it  was,  perhaps,  the  only  meafure 
which  could  effect  the  falvation  of  their  country  from  the  innumerable  perils 
which  encompaffed  it  on  every  fide,  to  pafs  a cenfure  upon  thofe  men,  Avho, 
by  fuch  bafe  neglect,  or  complicated  folly  anti  treachery,  had  forced  the 
Irifh  not  only  to  thofe  meafures  already  mentioned,  but  had  driven  them  to 
the  laft  neceffity,  that  of  taldng  up  arms  to  redrefs  themfelves,  and  forming 
into  alfociations,  which,  however  well  intended,  moll  clearly  amounted  to  a 
fufpenfion,  if  not  a fubverfion,  of  all  the  power  of  legal  government;  and 
which,  if  fpeedy  meafures  of  conciliation  were  not  adopted,  might  terminate 
in  a civil  war. 

Among  the  grievances  complained  of  by  the  people  of  Ireland,  his  lordfhip 
mentioned  the  expreffions  of  difapprobation,  on  the  fhanieful  abufe  and  fcan- 
dalous  wafle  of  the  public  revenues,*  and  the  penfion  lift. 

Earl 

* As  an  hiftance  of  this  charge,  he  mentioned  the  purchafe  made  of  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the 
Pells  in  that  kingdom,  from  the  then  pofleflbr  of  that  place,  an  honorable  member  of  the  other 
houfe,  who  was  an  ornament  to  his  country,  (Mr.  Fox)  who  held  it  by  virtue  of  a patent  for  thir- 
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Earl  Gower  faid,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  unite  the  houfe  laft  feffion, 
upon  the  terms  of  the  addrefs  to  the  throne-  He  "was  in  hopes,  that  fonie- 
thing  effedual  for  the  relief  of  Ireland  would  have  arifen  from  the  unanimous 
concurrence  of  their  lorddiips,  in  the  amendment  that  he  had  the  honor  to 
propofe.  If,  however,  nothing  had  been  done  for  the  relief  of  that  country, 
■which  he  was  pretty  fure  was  the  cafe,  he  allured  the  houfe  he  had  done  eveiy 
thing  in  his  power  to  keep  his  word,  which  he  had  folemnly  pledged  to  their 
lordllhps,  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  ; but  he  inuft  add,  in  his  own  juflifi- 
cation,  that  his  efforts  had  proved  totally  unfruitful.  It  was  not  in  his  power, 
nor  in  the  power  of  any  individual,  to  effe6l  any  fuch  purpofe. 

He  had  prefided,  he  faid,  for  fome  years  at  the  council  table,  and  had  feen 
fuch  things  pafs  there  of  late,  that  no  man  of  honor  or  confcience  could  any 
longer  fit  there. 

The  times  were  fuch  as  called  upon  every  man  to  fpeak  out : the  fituations 
of  thofe  two  kingdoms,  particularly  atprefent,  required  fmcerity  and  adivity 
in  council. 

Lord  Stormont  faid,  he  was  of  opinion  with  the  noble  earl  who  fpoke  early, 
(Hillffrough)  that  no  part  of  the  charge  contained  in  the  motion  had  been 
pr  oved  ; nor  were  the  parties  accufed,  admitted  to  their  defence. 

Lord  Camden  faid,  the  motion  was  fo  fully  proved  and  fubftantiated  in  all 
its  parts,  that  there  was  not  a propolition  in  Euclid,  the  demonftrative  proof 
of  which  might  not,  with  equal  juftice,  be  controverted  or  denied.  IMinillers 

ty-one  years.  In  defcrlbing  the  whole  of  this  accommodatibh,  he  obferved,  that  the  net  profit  of 
the  place  was  but  2'300l.  a year ; that  the  minifter  gave  30,000/.  in  hand,  and  a penfion  of  1700/. 
per  annum  j but  for  what  purpofe  did  he  make  this  ufurious  conti  aft  ? Not  to  oblige  or  ferve  that 
gentleman  j not  to  relieve  that  kingdom  from  an  enormous  annual  charge  of  a linecure  place, 
which  required  no  attendance,  but  to  qualify  for  the  place  on  the  fpot,  a cuflom  long  fallen  into 
difufe,  the  very  form,  upon  every  occafion,  having  for  many  years,  and  upon  moft  occafions,  been 
difpenfed  with,  by  the  aid  of  a Britifh  aft  of  parliament,  but  merely  to  accommodate  Mr.  Jenkin- 
fon,  (now  Earl  of  Liverpool)  fecretary  at  war,  and  to  load  the  finking  revenue  of  tliat  country  with 
a flill  heavier  burden,  by  increafing  the  income  of  this  linecure  place  from  2300/.  per  annum, 
which  it  was  when  the  honorable  gentleman  held  it,  to  3500/.  per  annum,  on  Mr.  Jenkinfon’s  ap- 
pointment j belides  1700/.  a year  given  to  the  former  gentleman  on  the  penfion  lift  •,  by  which  means 
Ireland  was  loaded  with  a burden  of  5200/.  a year,  or  an  addition  of  29OO/.  a year,  as  long  as  the 
patentee,  the  grantee,  and  the  children  of  the  former,  included  in  the  patent,  Ihould  live ; and 
1900/.  a year  in  perpetuity,  in  addition.  Nothing  could  be  more  ufurious— nothing  more  ungene- 
rous, than  this  job  of  the  minifler. 
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had  been  defired,  by  the  firft  authority  in  this  country,  the  king,  lords,  and 
commons,  to  give  Ireland  relief ; to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  their  diftrelfes, 
and  remove  the  ground  of  their  complaints.  The  queflion  was,  had  they 
done  fo?  If  they  had,  the  motion  mull  fall  to  the  ground ; if  they  had  not, ' 
did  not  the  onus  lie  upon  the  minifters  to  date  the  reafons  why  they  had  not> 
or  were  unable  to  perform  what  they  were  entrufted  to  execute? 

He  fpoke  highly  of  the  Irifh  nation;  of  their  loyalty  and  aife6lion;  their 
■wifdom  and  their  public  fpirit.  He  hoped  and  believed,  notwithflanding  the 
ill  treatment  they  had  received;  the  cruel  burdens  impofed  upon  them  by  this 
country ; and  the  fucceffion  of  negledts  and  harfli  meafures  they  had  felt, 
which  had  at  length  brought  on  an  accumulation  of  diftrelfes  and  calamities; 
that  yet,  all  circumftances  confidered,  they  would  ftill  retain  their  alfedion 
and  attachment  for  England. 

Nothing  Ihould  be  done  by  halves;  nothing  niggardly,  or  apparently  ac- 
companied with  relu61:ance. 

He  lamented  the  ftate  of  public  affairs,  and  the  baneful  confequences  of  the* 
American  war ; yet  he  did  not  entirely  defpair  of,  at  leaft  the  friendlhip  and 
good  will,  though  perhaps,  we  had  no  great  right  to  hope  for  the  fovereignty 
of  America.  Ireland  was  ftill  ours,  and  devoted  to  us.  This  ifland,  with  the 
aid  of  that  kingdom,  was  ftill  equal  to  make  a moft  refpe6table  figure  among 
the  powers  of  Europe ; and  if  nothing  better  could  be  procured,  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  that,  with  Ireland,  rendered  ufeful  to  herfelf,  and  of  courfe,  to  its, 
we  ftiould  ftill  be  a match  for  any  confederacy  which  might  be  formed 
againft  us.  The  queftion  being  put,  was  negatived  by  a majority  of  82 
againft  37. 

The  critical  and  alarming  fituation  of  Ireland  was  debated  more  dilfufely 
and  warmly  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  than  in  the  Peers.  *On  the 
6th  of  December,  1779>  Lord  Upper  Olfory  rofe,  and  prefaced  his  intended 
motion  with  a ftiort  fpeech  in  its  fupport,  which  he  confelfed,  when  moved, 
would  appear  to  amount  to  a vote  of  cenfure  upon  miniftry,  for  their  total  in- 
attention to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feflion,  and 
during  the  whole  of  the  prorogation  of  parliament.  They  had,  he  faid, 
totally  abandoned  the  government  of  that  kingdom  to  chance ; they 
neither  felt  for  its  diftrefles,  nor  provided  againft  its  poftible,  nay,  pro- 
bable and  natural  refentments.  They  turned  a deaf  ear  to  its  mode- 
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rate  requefts ; and  had  the  peculiar  merit  of  transforming  the  laft  ftages 
of  national  mifery  and  public  defpondency,  into  vigour,  ftrength,  fpirit, 
and  every  means  which  could  concur  to  draw  forth  a moft  formidable  refin- 
ance, and  all  the  time  flood  by  unmoved,  as  unconcerned  fpeftators,  or  as  if 
giving  countenance  to  the  meafures  taken  by  Ireland,  in  order  to  compel  a 
full  and  effeidual  red  refs  of  all  her  real  and  ideal  grievances.  He  contended, 
that  the  fpirit  of  refiftance  directed  towards  independency,  which  had  mani- 
felled  itfelf  in  Ireland,  was  imputable,  and  folely  imputable,  to  the  iliameful 
inattention  and  criminal  neglect  of  minifters,  who  might  have,  in  the  early 
ftages  of  the  miferies  of  that  kingdom,  granted  the  Irifli  fubftantial  relief,  and 
prevented  the  feeds  of  thofe  diforders,  which  now  threatened  a diflblution  of 
all  conftitutional  government,  from  gro-wing  up  fuddenly  to  their  prefent  ftate 
of  maturity  : fuch  relief  too,  as  being  founded  in  juftice,  and  dibtated  by  mo- 
tives of  found  policy,  would  have  operated  preventatively.  The  Irilh  would 
have  refted  content  with  the  compliance  of  requefts,  far  Ihort  of  what  they 
were  fairly  entitled  to  expedt : no  man  could  anfwer,  at  that  inftant,  by  what 
bounds  their  demands  would  be  limited  : no  man  could  fay  on  what  condi- 
tions they  Avould  be  fatisfied  ; or  upon  what  bafts  the  interefts  and  refpedive 
rights  of  both  countries  could  be  fairly  eftabliflied,  without  either  a total  fepa- 
ration,  or  confenting  to  throw  too  great  a weight  into  the  fcale  of  Ireland. 
As,  therefore,  the  unhappy  dilemma  this  country  ftood  in,  refpecling  that 
kingdom,  arofe  entirely  and  excluftvely  from  the  inattention  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  he  begged  leave  to  make  the  following  motion,  to  be  propofed  by  way 
of  refolution. 

Refolved,  “ That  it  is  highly  criminal  in  his  majefty’s  minifters,  to  have 

negledted  taking  effedtual  meafures  for  the  relief  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
“ in  confequence  of  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe  of  the  1 Ith  of  May  laft,  and  of 
“ his  majefty’s  moft  gracious  anfwer;  and  to  have  fuffered  the  difeontents 
“ of  that  kingdom  to  rife  to  fuch  an  height,  as  evidently  to  endanger  a diflb- 
“ lution  of  the  conftitutional  connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  to 
“ create  new  embarraffinents  to  the  public  councils,  by  divifton  and  diffi- 
“ dence,  in  a moment,  when  real  unanimity,  grounded  upon  mutual  con- 
“ fidence  and  affe61ion,  was  confeffedly  eflential  to  the  prefervation  of  what 
“ was  left  of  the  Britifti  empire.” 

Lord  Middleton  feconded  the  motion,  and  repeated  feveral  inftances  of  the 
inattention  of  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  and  of  his  having  fet  his  face 
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againft  the  defired  relief  to  Ireland;  he  fpoke  of  the  part  he  had  taken  the  two 
preceding  feffions  refpedling  Irifli  aifairs;  that  the  firft,  they  had  been  put  off 
by  mutual  confent,  to  be  more  fully  inveftigated  the  fucceeding  feflion  ; and 
the  laft,  when  he  had  the  honour  to  prefide  in  the  chair  of  the  committee, 
where  fome  refolutions,  for  the  purpofe  of  granting  fome  fmall  favour  to  Ire- 
land, pafled  without  any  conliderable  oppofition ; he  faid,  the  noble  lord, 
when  he  found  the  houfe  in  a temper  to  acquiefee,  came  down  profeifedly  to 
defeat  the  meafure,  and  threw  out  the  bill  on  the  fecond  reading. 

The  defence  of  adminiftration  w'as,  on  this  occafion,  ably  condu<9ed.  It 
was  contended,  that  the  diftreffes  and  miferies  of  Ireland,  could  not  wdth  juf- 
tice  be  attributed  to  theprefent,  or  any  late  minifters;  that  her  grievances 
exifted  many  years  before,  in  the  general  fyftem  of  trade  la\rs ; that  the  re- 
ffrictions  th^n  laid  on  arofe  from  a narrow,  lliort-fighted  policy,  which, 
though  conceived  in  prejudice,  and  founded  on  ignorance,  was  yet  fo 
ftrengthened  by  time,  and  confirmed  by  the  habits  of  a century,  that  it  teemed 
at  length  wrought  into,  and  become  even  a part  of  the  conftitution.  That 
the  prejudices  on  that  ground  wTie  fo  ffrong,  both  w'ithin  the  houfe  and 
without,  that  the  attempts  made  in  the  two  preceding  feffions,  only  to  obtain  a 
moderate  relaxation  of  the  reftridtions,  with  which  Ireland  was  bounden,  met 
with  the  moft  determined  oppofition ; the  few,  who  had  undertaken  that 
talk,  found  themfelves  obliged  to  encounter  prejudice  without,  petitions  and 
counfel  at  the  bar,  and  to  be  at  laft  overborne  by  numbers  within  the  houfe. 
Thus  minifters  were  fully  exculpated  from  the  charge,  that  was  brought 
againft  them  ; and  it  was  demonftrable,  that  they  had  no  fiiare  whatever  in 
drawing  on  the  calamities  of  Ireland  : and  it  was  as  clearly  evident,  that  it  w^as 
not  in  their  power  to  have  afforded  that  timely  redrefs  to  her  grievances,  afup- 
pofed  or  imputed  negledl  in  w hich  had  been  made  the  ground  of  fo  much  in- 
genious, but  unfounded,  and,  therefore,  unjuft  invedtivc.  It  was  farther  al- 
ledged,  that  it  would  have  been  highly  unfitting,  and  might  have  been  at- 
tended with  obvious  ill  confequences,  for  the  Britifh  parliament  to  have  at  all 
entered  upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  until  they  were  properly  informed  whaf  the 
nature  of  her  wants,  and  the  extent  of  her  demands  were  ; as  it  w’as  from  thefe 
circumftances  only,  that  any  true  judgment  could  be  formed  as  to  the  mea- 
fure of  relief,  which  it  w'ould  be  fitting  to  afford  to  that  country.  That  nowq 
by  having  convened  the  parliament  of  Ireland  firft,  its  fentiments  were  pro- 
perly brought  forward,  and  came  fairly  within  the  cognizance  of  the  Britifii 
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leglllature;  and  all  they  bad  now  to  confider  was,  how  far  it  would  he  ad- 
vifeable  to  comply  with  the  requetis  made  by  Ireland  ; and  with  what  terms 
and  conditions  it  might  be  thought  proper  to  charge  the  favors  granted. 
That  the  prefent  minifters,  inftead  of  being  inimical  to  Ireland  or  inattentive 
to  her  interefts,  had  been  her  heft  and  warmeft  friends.  That  they  had  done 
more  for  her  than  all  their  predecelfors  during  a century  paft.  That  not  only  the 
nation  at  large,  but  parliament,  were  till  then  adverfe  from  granting  any  con- 
ceffions  to  Ireland,  which  could  afford  her  either  content  or  redrefs  : and 
confequently  if  any  blame  were  due  for  not  affording  more  early  relief  to  Ire- 
land, it  was  imputable  only  to  the  prejudices  and  temper  of  the  people  and 
parliament  of  England,  and  not  by  any  means  to  the  minifters,  who,  as 
they  had  no  fliare  in  the  caufes  of  her  diftrefles,  were  equally  guiltlefs  as  to 
their  continuance. 

Thefe  arguments  were  oppofed  by  the  fupporters  of  the  motion,  who  repro- 
bated in  terms  of  high  indignation  the  imputation  of  prejudice  laid  to  that 
houfe,  by  which  minifters  (they  faid)  according  to  their  eftabliftied,  but  daring 
pra6lice,  attempted  to  father  all  their  blunders  and  mifdemeanors  on  parlia- 
ment. Tliey  laughed  at  the  pretended  weaknefs  and  inefficiency  with  refpect 
to  the  tranfaftions  of  the  houfe,  which  minifters  then  affedted,  in  order 
thereby  to  tliield  their  own  negle6i;  with  refpebl  to  Ireland.  They  however 
abfolutely  denied,  that  the  minifterhad  been  paflive,  neutral,  or  inefficacious 
as  to  the  affairs  of  that  country ; on  the  contrary,  they  charged  him  with 
having  taken  a very  active  part  in  the  bufinefs  during  the  preceding  feffion. 
For  a bill  having  been  brought  in  to  afford  relief  to  Ireland  by  admitting  the 
diredt  importation  of  fugars  for  her  own  confumption,  and  he  having  (as  they 
faid)  for  fome  time  fuffered  things  to  take  their  natural  courfe  in  that  houfe, 
the  bill  was  accordingly  coolly  and  deliberately  canvaffed  and  debated  in 
all  its  parts,  and  by  the  ftrength  of  its  own  intrinfic  merit  woi'ked  its  ^vay 
through  repeated  divifions,  until  it  liad  nearly  arrived  at  the  laft  ftage  of  its 
progrefs.  But  at  that  inaufpicious  moment,  the  minifter  having  by  fome 
means  been  roufed  from  his  dumber,  moft  unhappily  reaffumed  his  adlivity, 
and  departing  at  once  from  that  neutrality,  which  he  had  hitherto  profeffed, 
came  down  with  all  the  power,  and  furrounded  with  all  the  inftruments  of 
office,  in  order  to  defeat  the  meafure,  and  accordingly  fucceeded  in  throw- 
ing out  the  bill.  That  when  the  people  of  Ireland  faw,  that  the  minifter 
had  thus  openly  fet  his  face  directly  againft  them,  and  found  after,  that 
every  effort  in  their  favor  was  rendered  abortive  by  his  influence  or  manage- 
ment, 
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inent,  until  they  faw  themfelves  at  length  totally  abandoned  by  the  rifing  of 
the  Britiili  parliament,  it  was  no  wonder,  that  they  iliould  become  defperate, 
and  that  they  Ihould  feek  in  themfelves  for  the  means  of  that  redrefs,  which 
they  found  denied  both  to  favor  and  to  juftice. 

Minifters,  they  faid,  boafted,  that  the  diftreffes  of  Ireland  had  not  origi- 
nated with  them  ; it  could  be  readily  admitted,  that  flie  was  not  without 
grievances  previous  to  the  fatal  period  of  their  adminiftration  ; but  her  im- 
mediate calamities  fprung  principally  from  the  fame  grand  fource  of  all  thofe 
general  evils  and  dangers,  from  the  American  war.  By  that  Ireland,  like 
England,  loft  a valuable  part  of  her  commerce,  with  lefs  ability  to  fupport 
the  lofs,  and  the  corrupt  expences  of  a feeble  government  increafed,  as  all 
the  means  of  fupplying  them  diminidied. 

In  this  fevere  manner  was  the  minifter’s  defence  treated  by  his  opponents ; 
but  no  part  was  handled  with  more  fpirit  than  the  plea  for  not  affording 
timely  relief  to  Ireland,  becaufe  the  parliament  of  that  country  was  not  then 
fitting.  The  debates  on  this  occafion  were  long,  various,  and  interefting ; 
but  the  queftion  being  at  laft  put,  at  a very  late  hour,  the  motion  was  re-- 
■jedted  upon  a divifion  by  a majority  of  173  to  100. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate  moft  of  the  leading  men  in  the  commons  deli- 
vered their  fentiments  very  fully;  none  more  fo  than  Mr.  Burke.  The  people 
of  Ireland,  faid  he,*  have  reafoned  fairly  and  juftly : the  colonies,  they 
knew,  had  been  offered  the  moft,  that  their  own  moft  fanguine  expectations 
could  afpire  to,  a free  trade  with  all  the  world.  America,  for  her  revolt, 
has  had  a choice  of  favors  holden  out  to  her.  That  was  the  reward  of  re- 
bellion. Ireland,  for  her  loyalty  for  almoft  a century,  and  her  forbearance 
under  accumulated  oppreffion  and  internal  diftreffes,  had  been  refufed  the 
mighty  indulgence  of  importing  her  own  fugars.  The  Irifh  juftly  con- 
ceived, that  their  merit  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  them  as  demerit ; and 
that  the  firft  principles  of  all  good  government  would  be  departed  from,  if 
their  deferts  were  to  be  weighed  in  the  political  fcale,  as  only  entitling 
them  to  punifhment,  not  reward.  At  all  events,  without  taking  any  pe- 
culiar merit  with  the  Britifti  government,  for  their  loyal,  faithful,  and 
peaceable  demeanour,  they  thought  they  were  at  leaft  entitled  to  meet  the 
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colonies  upon  equal  terms,  and  with  equal  expeftations  of  favor  and  relief 
to  thofe,  which  America  had  fpurned  at  with  contempt. 

Thefe  were  the  grounds,  on  which  the  people  of  Ireland  proceeded,  when 
all  hopes  of  redrefs  from  this  fide  of  the  water  had  vanilhed.  What  was  the 
firft  refolution  they  adopted  ? Like  America,  to  confume  no  more  Britifii  ma- 
nufactures. The  next  ? To  enforc  this  refolution,  by  rendering  it  operative 
and  extenfive,  and  for  that  purpofe,  entering  into  a non-importation  agree- 
ment. What  next?  To  arm  and  array  themfelves  to  the  number  of  forty 
thoufand  men.  What  next  ? A parliamentary  declaration,  that  nothing 
lliort  of  a free  trade  could  afford  them  eftedual  relief ; and  as  the  lafi:  a6t, 
in  order  to  fecure  a due  and  faithful  performance  of  what  they  claim,  the}" 
pafs  a money  bill  for  fix  months.'  Minifters  have  but  fix  months  credit 
Av^ith  the  parliament  of  Ireland.  What  then  was  the  true  ftate  of  both  king- 
doms ? Ireland  infifting  on  a free  trade,  or  determined  to  break  off  all  poli- 
tical connexion  Avith  this  country. 

The  noble  lord  had  endeaA^oured  to  legalize  the  afibciations  in  Ireland,  with 
remarkable  ingenuity,  under  the  fanftion  of  two  a6ts  of  parliaments.  One 
of  them  AA"as  out  of  the  queftion,  he  believed,  by  any  poffible  interpretation 
that  could  be  put  upon  it  [the  bill  of  rights,  as  not  extending  to  Ireland, 
Ave  prefume]  the  other  Avas,  in  fa6f,  not  lefs  fo.  He  meant  the  a6l  pafied  in 
the  Irifii  parliament  in  the  year  1745,  during  the  rebellion  in  Scotland.  Did 
the  noble  lord  mean  to  fay,  that  by  that  a6l  men  had  a right  to  arm  them- 
felves, and  ele6f,  their  own  officers  ? And  that  thofe  officers  Avere  legally  com- 
mifiioned  to  a6l  Avithout  an  authority  from  the  crown  ? If  he  did,  the  idea 
was  prepofterous,  and  to  the  lafi  degree  abfurd,  and  as  fuch,  he  prefumed 
the  noble  lord  had  not  expreffed  himfelf  agreeably  to  his  real  intentions  : the 
great  difpute,  Avhich  brought  on  the  civil  Avar,  and  Avhich  had  been  fo  often 
betAveen  the  king  and  parliament,  and  on  Avhich  their  difputes  at  the  com- 
mencement chiefly  turned,  Avas  the  very  particular  point  then  under  confi- 
deration,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  affertions  of  the  noble  lord ; and  he  be- 
lieved it  Avas  a principle  afcertained  by  the  conftitution,  and  confirmed  by 
pofitive  law,  that,  let  men  be  armed  by  the  ftate,  or  by  themfeh^es,  they  can- 
not a6l  or  affcmble  but  under  a commiffion  from  his  majefty.  He  had  a moft 
rcfpeftable  authority  to  fupport  him  in  this  opinion,  no  lefs  than  the  lord 
cliancellor  of  Ireland,  Lord  Lifford ; Avho,  Aviien  a vote  of  thanks  Avas  moved 
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and  agreed  to  by  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland,  to  the  affoci- 
ators  of  that  kingdom,  refufed  to  give  his  aflient,  honeftly  ftating  his  reafons, 
that  he  could  never  join  in  a vote  of  thanks,  as  a peer  of  parliament  or  a 
lawyer,  to  any  fet  of  men,  be  their  motives  ever  fo  laudable  or  patriotic,  who 
were  acting  in  a military  capacity  contrary  to  law. 

Not  only  was  Ireland  at  this  time  aflbciated  in  arms,*  but  united  in  prin- 
ciple ; and  a fpirit  of  patriotifm  carried  the  people  and  their  reprefentatives  to 
one  and  the  fame  objeft.  ColoneTBarr^  had  faithfully  depibled  the  real  and 
well-founded  conviction,  under  which  that  people  were  then  aCting  ; namely, 
fthat  it  was  their  loyalty  and  atfeCtion,  which  encouraged  minifters  to  opprefs 
and  negleCt  them,  fo  it  was  a proper  fenfe  of  thofe  oppreffions  and  negleCts, 
that  produced  their  prefent  refentments,  and  had  provoked  them  to  arms.  In 
neither  houfe  of  the  Britifli  parliament  were  the  defperate  diftrefs  and  cala- 
mity of  Ireland  even  doubted  : all  were  of  accord  as  to  the  exiftence  of  the 
evil ; the  only  differences  were,  who  had  created,  and  who  had  countenanced 
or  fomented,  who  had  negatively  or  pofitively  given  continuance  to  it,  and 
how  was  it  then  to  be  remedied,  j: 

In 

* 15  Deb.  p.  1 28. 

t The  volunteer  uncommlflioned  army  of  Ireland  u-as  fo  extraordinary  a phocnoraenon  in  all  its 
relations,  that  the  opinions  of  the  great  ftatefmen  of  that  daj'  upon  it  muft  be  interefting  to  every 
Britifli  fubjeft.  In  the  debate  on  Lord  Olfory’s  motion,  Mr.  Fox  thus  expreffed  himfelf  upon  the 
fubjedt  (13  Pari.  Deb.  p.  I'-’p).  The  Iridi  affociations  had  been  called  illegal;  legal  or  illegal  he 

declared  he  entirely  approved  of  them.  He  approved  of  that  manly  determination,  ■which,  in  the 
''  dernier  refort,  flies  to  arms  in  order  to  obtain  deliverance.  When  the  lafl:  particle  of  good  faith 
“■  in  men  is  exhaufted,  they  wdll  feek  in  themfelves  the  means  of  redrefs  ; they  w'ill  recur  to  firtl 
principles,  to  the  fpirit  as  well  as  letter  of  the  conftitution,  and  they  can  never  fail  in  fuch  re- 
“ fources,  though  the  law  may  literally  condemn  fuch  a departure  from  its  general  and  unqualified 
“ rules,  truth,  juftice,  and  public  virtue,  accompanied  with  prudence  and  judgment,  will  ever 
bear  up  good  men  in  a good  caufe,  that  of  private  proteftion, 

“ God  knew,  that  he  flneerely  lamented  the  caufe,  wliich  produced  this  fad,  he  could  not  but 
fay,  this  perplexing  and  humiliating  alternative.  He  moft  heartily  lamented  that  any  caufe  had 
been  adminiftered,  which  feemed  to  juftify  violence  or  refiftance;  he  dreaded  the  confequences, 
**  how'ever  juftifiable  in  their  origin,  or  moderately  or  judicioufly  condu<!ited  : but  w’hatever  the 
efieds  might  be,  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  fuch  a power  was  inherent  in  men  ; as  men 
" and  citizens  it  was  a facred  truft  in  their  hands,  as  a defence  againll  the  poflible  or  actual  abuic 
of  power,  political  treachery,  and  the  arts  and  intrigues  of  government ; and  when  all  other 
“ means  failed,  reflflance  he  fliould  ever  hold  as  perfectly  jullifiablc.” 

J Mr.  Fox  in  his  fpeechon  the  debate  upon  Lord  Oflbry’s  motion  pointedly  alked.  What  was  it 
that  armed  42,000  men  in  Ireland  with  the  arguments  carried  on  the  points  of  42,000  bayonets? 
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In  the  Irifli  fciiate  a new  fcene  was  opened,  and  the  voice  of  patrlotifm  re- 
echoed from  each  fide  of  the  houfe  with  equal  ardor.  Encouragement  had 
been  given  to  tliem  by  the  gracious  anfwer  from  the  throne  to  the  addrefs 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  communicated  to  the  houfe  on  the  ift  of  Novem- 
ber, 1779  '*  ill  which  his  majefty  allured  them  of  his  fincere  concern  for  the 
dillrelfes  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  of  his  affe6t:ionate  attention  to  their  in- 
terells,  and  of  his  conftant  readinefs  to  concur  in  fuch  meafures,  as  diould 
upon  mature  confideration  appear  moft  conducive  to  the  general  Avelfare  of 
all  his  fubje6ls.  The  parliament  of  Ireland  now  ufed  ferious  exertions  in  be- 
half of  their  country;  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Avith  a vicAV  of  obtaining  an 
enlargment  of  their  commerce,  fpiritedly  refolved  to  grant  the  fupply  only 
for  a diort  period,  and  accordingly  agreed  to  a fix  months  money  bill,  Avhich 
was  tranfmitted  to  England,  Avhere,  however  mortifying  to  the  minifter,  it 
relu6lantly  palled.  The  houfe  likcAvife  refolved  unanimoully,  “ Thit  the  ex- 
“ portation  from  that  kingdom  of  its  Avoollen  and  other  manufaftures  to  all 
“ foreign  places  Avould  materially  tend  to  relieve  its  dihrell’es,  increafe  its 
“ Avealth,  promote  its  profperity,  and  thereby  advance  the  Avelfare  of  Great 
“ Britain,  and  the  common  llrength,  Avealth,  and  commerce  of  the  Britilli 
“ empire. 

“ That  a liberty  for  that  kingdom  to  trade  Avith  the  Britilh  colonies  in 
“ America  and  the  Well  Indies,  and  the  Britilli  fettlements  on  the  coaR  of 
“ Africa,  in  like  manner  as  trade  is  carried  on  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
“ faid  colonies  and  fettlements,  Avould  be  produftive  of  very  great  commer- 
“ cial  benelits,  AA^ould  be  a inofl  affeclionate  mark  of  the  regard  and  attention 
“ of  Great  Britain  to  our  diftreffes,  and  would  give  new  vigor  to  the  zeal  of 
“ his  majefty 's  brave  and  loyal  people  of  Ireland,  to  Hand  forward  in  fupport 


The  American  war  (15  P.  D.  p.  125)  and  (p.  127).  " It  was  the  general  calamities  of  the  empire, 

''  which  had  made  Ireland  poor  j but  it  was  the  incapacity  and  negligence  of  government  that  had 
“ rendered  her  bold  and  daring.  It  was  therefore  incumbent  upon  parliament,  to  Ihew  thi  ir  fulleft 
“ difapprobation  of  that  indolence  and  incapacity,  and  convince  Ireland,  that  they  are  as  ready  as 
" themfelves  to  refent  and  puniih  the  cruel  and  improper  treatment,  which  flie  has  received  from 
“ minifters.  Ireland  would  fee  by  fuch  a conduct,  that  it  was  not  this  country,  but  its  minifters, 
“ who  were  blameable ; which  would,  in  his  opinion,  prove  ihe  furell  means  of  once  more  binding 
” both  countries  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  indilToluble  ties  of  friendlhip  and  affeftion.  That,  in  his 
“ opinion,  was  the  motive,  which  ought  to  operate  with  Britain  at  the  prefent  minute.” 

* Com.  Journ.  p.  17. 
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of  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government,  and  the  intcreft,  the  honor,  and 
‘‘  the  dignity  of  the  Britiili  empire.” 

So  determined  was  the  Iriih  Houfe  of  Commons  to  affert  their  rights,  and 
bring  the  Britilh  government  and  parliament  into  a full  recognition  of  them, 
that  on  the  *24^1  day  of  November  the  queftion  was  put,  that  it  be  refolved 
that  at  this  time  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  new  taxes,  and  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative  by  a majority  of  170  to  47.*  As  foon  after  this  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons  was  known  in  England,  as  conve- 
niency  woidd  permit,  Lord  Shelburne  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
Lord  OlTory  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  made  their  motions ; on  which 
occalion  Mr.  Fox  afterwards  obferved,j'  his  friends  and  he  had  openly,  and 
without  the  lead  degree  of  referve,  given  their  thoughts  on  the  fubje6l,  al- 
ledging, that  although  that  motion  had  been  unfortunate,  yet  it  fully  ex- 
preffed  the  fentiments  of  thofe,  Avith  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  act. 

On  tlie  13th  of  November,  1779,  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons  being  in 
a committee  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  Lord  Drogheda  in  the  chair.  Lord 
North  opened  his  three  propofitions  relative  to  the  allowing  Ireland  a free 
export  of  her  wool,  Avoollens,  and  avooI  flocks,  a free  exportation  of  glafs, 
and  all  kinds  of  glafs  manufactures,  and  a freedom  of  trade  with  the  Britilh 
plantations  on  certain  conditions,  the  balls  of  which  was  to  be  an  equality 
of  taxes  and  cultoms  upon  an  equal  and  unreftrained  trade.  The  minifter 
ftated  in  a fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  and  with  equal  ability  and  know- 
ledge of  the  fubje6l,  the  propriety  and  juffice,  as  well  as  the  neceffity,  of 
affording  relief  to  Ireland;  and  entered  fully  into  her  claims,  as  well  with 
refpedl  to  her  natural  and  inherent  rights,  as  to  tliofe  arifmg  from  her  parti- 
cular connexion  with  Great  Britain.  He  likewife  expatiated  largely  on  the 
mutual  and  refpcHive  interefts  of  both  countries,  and  very  happily  collefted 
into  one  point  of  view,  almoft  all  thofe  queffions  of  commerce  and  policy, 
that  had  been  before  agitated  on  this  fubjedt.  He  gave  the  following  corredl 
and  interefting  hiftory  of  the  commercial  rcftri6iions  of  which  Ireland  fo 
juftly  complained. 

The  commerce,  import  and  export,  was  holden  in  common  by  both 

kingdoms,  till  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second.  Even  the  Adi  of  Naviga- 

/ 

* lOCom.Journ.  p.  34. 

t Viz.  on  the  I3th  of  December,  when  Lord  North  brought  forth  his  three  propofitions,  i5  Par. 
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tion,  the  great  foundation  of  our  plantation  laws,  put  England  and  Ireland 
upon  exa6t  terms  of  ecpiality  ; nor  was  it  till  two  years  after  the  firft  commer- 
cial reftriftion  was  laid  on  Ireland,  and  that  not  dire6tly,  but  by  a fide  wind, 
and  by  deductive  interpretation.  When  the  a6l  firft  patfed,  there  was  a ge- 
neral governing  claufe,  for  giving  bonds  to  perform  the  conditions  of  the 
act;  but  when  the  a6t  was  amended,  in  the  15th  of  Charles  the  Second,  the 
word  Ireland  w^as  omitted,  whence  a conclufion  was  drawn,  that  the  adls  of 
the  two  preceding  parliaments,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  of  Charles 
the  Second,  v'ere  thereby  repealed,  though  it  were  as  clearly  exprefled  in 
thofe  acts,  as  it  was  poftible  for  words  to  convey,  that  fliips  built  in  Ireland, 
navigated  with  the  people  thereof,  were  deemed  Britifli,  and  qualified  to 
trade  to  and  from  the  Britifli  plantations ; and  that  fliips  built  in  Ireland, 
and  navigated  ivith  his  majefty’s  fubjeCts  of  Ireland,  were  entitled  to  the 
fame  abatement  and  privileges,  to  which  importers  and  exporters  were  en- 
titled by  the  book  of  rates.  Ireland  was,  however,  omitted  in  the  manner 
he  had  mentioned.  The  giving  bond  being  omitted  in  the  a6l  of  the  fifteenth 
of  the  fame  king,  the  very  condition,  which  was  to  give  it  a general  opera- 
tion, namely,  confining  the  liberty  to  trade  only  with  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  vefting  the  power  in  Ireland  to  trade  with  the  colonies  on  the 
fame  footing  as  England,  having  been  left  out,  Ireland  was  thereby  as 
much  excluded  from  trading  with  the  Britifli  colonies  as  France,  Spain,  or 
any  other  ftrange  nation,  in  the  way  of  a diredl  export  or  import  trade,  ex- 
cept in  a few  inftances,  which  were  by  fubfequent  afts  declared  exceptions 
to  the  general  rule,  fuch  as  the  export  of  fervants,  horfes,  and  viftuals ; 
and  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  of  linen,  and  feme  few  enumerated  arti- 
cles fmee  that  period. 

There  were  anecdotes  ftill  extant,  relative  to  the  real  caufes  of  thofe  harfli 
and  reftridlive  laws.  They  were  fuppofed  to  have  originated  in  a diflike  or 
jcaloufy  of  the  growing  power  of  the  then  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  from  his 
great  eftate  and  poffeflions  in  Ireland,  was  fuppofed  to  have  perfonal  intereft 
in  the  profperity  of  that  kingdom.  Indeed,  fo  far  was  this  fpirit  carried, 
whether  from  perfonal  enmity  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  from  narrow  preju- 
dices, or  a blind  policy,  that  the  parliament  of  England  palled  a law  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  Irifli  lean  cattle. 

The  wool  export  and  woollen  manufactures  ftill  remained  in  the  poflefilon 
of  Ireland  to  reftore,  which  was  the  objed  of  this  prefent  motion.  In  1692, 
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from  jealoufy,  or  fome  other  motive,  the  two  houfes  of  the  Englifli  parlia- 
ment addreffed  the  crown,  recommending  a kind  of  compadl  between  both 
kingdoms,  the  terms  of  which  were,  that  England  fhould  enjoy  the  woollen 
manufadlure  exclufively,  and  Ireland  the  linen.  If,  however,  folemnly  this 
compadl  were  obferved  by  the  latter  kingdom,  the  truth  was,  that  England 
carried  on  the  linen  manufadlure  to  full  as  great  an  extent  as  Ireland,  while 
the  monopoly  of  the  woollens  remained  totally  with  England.  The  firftflep 
Ireland  took  in  confequence  of  this  compadt,  was  to  lay  an  export  duty  upon 
wool  and  woollens  of  all  kinds  equal  to  a prohibition  ; and  when  the  adl  ex- 
pired, for;  it  was  but  a temporary  one  by  way  of  experiment,  the  Britifli  par- 
liament, without  confulting  that  of  Ireland,  by  the  10th  and  11th  of  Wil- 
liam the  Third,  paffed  a fimilar  adl,  and  made  it  perpetual.  That  was  the 
adl,  which  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  woollen  trade  of  Ireland.  The  next  adt 
was  a law  of  the  fifth  of  George  the  Firft  ; the  next  the  fifth  and  twelfth  of 
the  late  king,  which  laft  went  fo  far  even,  as  to  prohibit  the  export  of  a kind 
of  woollen  manufadture  called  wadding,  and  one  or  two  other  articles  ex- 
cepted out  of  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of  King  William  ; but  thefe  three  laft 
adls  fwept  every  thing  before  them. 

His  lordfiiip  next  proceeded  to  ftate  fome  fadls  relative  to  the  trade  of  that 
country.  He  faid,  upon  an  average  of  the  fix  years  from  1766  to  17/2,  the 
export  of  Ireland  v^as  fomewhat  more  than  two  millions  ; and  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  fix  years,  ending  in  1778,  about  as  much  more,  one  half  nearly  Britifii 
manufadture  or  produce,  the  other  half  certificated  articles,  of  which  this 
country  was  the  medium  of  conveyance,  out  of  the  native  produce,  which 
was  fomething  more  than  900,000/.  per  annum,  on  the  average,  only 
200,000/.  were  woollens  ; fo  that  in  this  light,  fuppofing  eveiy  thing,  that 
any  man  could  wifii  to  conclude  from  the  fadt,  he  fubmitted  to  the  lioufe, 
whether  it  would  be  found  policy  to  rifqne  a million  export  of  native  pro- 
duce for  a woollen  export  of  200,000/. 

He  then  turned  to  reconfider  the  ftate  of  the  linen  trade,  which,  however 
profperous  it  might  appear,  was  ftill  capable  of  great  improvement.  It  was 
a pamphlet  written  by  the  celebrated  Sir  William  Temple,  that  firft  fuggefted 
the  idea  of  extending  and  improving  the  manufadture  of  Ireland,  and  gave 
rife  to  the  compadt,  which  he  had  alluded  to.  It  was  an  opinion,  which  pre- 
vailed with  many,  he  believed,  that  as  the  compadt  was  now  to  be  ditfolved, 
ftiould  the  Irifh  be  permitted  to  enjoy  a free  export  of  woollens,  that  the 
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bounties  paid  on  the  importation  into  England  of  certain  fpecies  of  fabrics 
of  Irifli  linens,  ought  to  be  difcontinued,  In  this  he  fliould  differ  greatly 
from  gentlemen,  who  might  reafon  in  that  manner,  and  he  would  fupport 
his  difference  of  opinion  by  the  following  authentic  documents,  which  he 
had  in  his  hand, 

From  thofe  it  appeared,  tlie  number  of  yards  of  linen  manufactured  for 
foreign  confumption,  or  exported  in  the  year  1751,  was  twelve  millions ; 
the  next  year  the  Britiflr  bounty  was  difcontinued,  and  it  fell  to  ten  inil- 
lions;  in  1750  it  was  no  higher  than  eleven  millions;  and  in  the  next  year, 
1757,  M^hen  the  bouhties  were  again  granted,  the  number  of  yards  entered 
for  exportation,  fuddenly  rofe  to  fifteen  millions,  and  fo  continued  to  increafe 
for  fevei’al  years  fo  high,  he  believed,  within  a period  of  fifteen  years  (1771) 
as  to  amount  to  twenty-five  millions  of  yards. 

This  was^fufficient  ground  for  him  to  conclude,  that  the  Britifh  bounty 
operated  as  a great  encouragement,  It  was  not  a large  fum  that  was  ap- 
propriated for  this  purpofe,  the  whole  not  being,  in  the  highefl  year,  above 
13,000/.  or  thereabouts.  He  faid  that  a trade  with  our  colonies,  of  any  kind 
or  of  any  extent,  from  Ireland,  mufl  be  confidered  as  a matter  of  favor  to 
that  kingdom.  Confidering  her  even  as  an  independent  ftate,  flie  could 
letup  no  claim  to  a commercial  intercourfe  with  the  Britifli  colonies.  Thefe 
colonies  had  been  fettled,  eflablifiied,  and  raifed  to  the  prefent  ftrength  and 
opulence,  by  the  blood,  treafure,  and  indufiry  of  (Ireat  Britain,  By  every 
principle  ofjuftice,  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  cuftom  of  the  other  powers 
of  Europe  who  had  fettlements  and  diftant  dependencies,  the  mother  country 
had  an  exclufive  right  to  trade  with,  and  to  forbid  all  others  from  having 
any  intercourfe  with  them.  Such  an  exclufive  right  was  of  the  very  effence 
of  colonization  ; for  what  nation  under  the  fun  would  fpend  their  blood  and 
treafure  in  eftablifhing  a colony,  and  protecting  and  defending  it  in  its  in- 
fant Bate,  if,  after,  other  nations  were  to  reap  the  advantages  derivable  from 
their  labour,  hazard,  and  expence  ? 

The  colony  trade  laws,  fo  far  as  they  related  to  Ireland,  were  full  of  re- 
ilriCiions,  though,  as  he  had  more  thau  once  obferved,  the  colony  trade  was 
open  before  the  I5tb,  32d,  and  23d  of  Chailes  II.  in  which  the  word  Ireland 
was  onvitted  j after  that  period,  feveral  ftatutes  were  paffed,  fome  general, 
others  particular,  to  reflrain,  and  in  many  cafes  to  prohibit,  the  trade  of 
IrelaiHl  with  America  and  the  Weft  Indies.  By  the  aCt  laft  mentioned  of 
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Cliarles  II.  7th  and  8th  William  III.  3d  and  4th  Ann,  chap.  5 and  10;  8th 
Geo.  I.  4th  Geo.  IL  and  4th  Geo.  III. 

By  thefe  feveral  a6ts,  the  following  articles,  being  the  growth,  product,  or 
manufadure  of  any  Britilli  plantation  in  Africa,  Afia,  or  America,  cannot  be 
imported  into  or  landed  in  Ireland,  except  they  are  firfi:  landed  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, viz.  fugar,  tobacco,  cotton,  avooI,  indigo,  ginger,  fuftic  or  other  dying 
woods,  fpeele  or  Jamaica  wood,  rice,  molaifes,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  malts, 
yards  and  bowfprits,  beaver  Ikins  and  other  firs,  copper  ore,  coffee,  pimento, 
cocoa-nuts,  whale-fins,  raw  filk,  hides  and  fkins,  pot  and  pearl  afhes,  and 
gum  Senegal.  But  by  the  a6ts  of  the  4th  of  George  II.  and  7th  of  Geo.  III. 
all  other  goods  (except  hops)  of  the  growth,  produ6t,  or  manufa6ture  of 
the  Britifli  plantations,  may  be  imported  from  thence  into  Ireland,  in  Britiflr 
Ihipping,  vdiereof  the  mafter  and  three  fourths  of  the  mariners  are  Britifli. 

By  the  15th  of  Charles  II.  and  7th  of  William  III.  his  lordfhip  obferved, 
that  goods,  the  product  of  Europe,  cannot  be  imported  into  any  Britifli 
plantation,  unlefs  fliipped  in  Great  Britain,  and  carried  directly  from  thence 
in  Bntifh-built  fliipping,  except  fait  for  the  fiflieries,  horfes,  and  victual  and 
linen  cloth  from  Ireland,  provilions  and  implements  for  the  fiflieries,  cloth- 
ing and  accoutrements  for  the  army,  and  other  articles  of  manufa6lure  per- 
mitted to  be  exported  from  thence  into  the  Britifli  plantation,  by  the  3d  and 
4th  of  Ann,  3d  of  George  I.  15th  and  18th  of  George  III. 

His  lordfhip  enumerated  feveral  (4her  a6ts,  of  the  fame  tenor,  directed  to 
particular  articles  of  import  and  export,  not  neceffary  to  be  particularly 
mentioned,  but  all  framed  upon  the  fame  principle.  Having  laid  down  thefe 
premifes,  as  the  foundation  on  which  he  was  to  reft  his  intended  propofition, 
he  declared  that  in  his  opinion,  it  ivas  the  intereft,  and  confequently  the 
duty,  of  Great  Britain,  to  do  every  thing  in  her  power,  which  might  pro- 
mife  to  advance,  promote, -and  extend,  the  intereft  and  commerce  of  Ireland, 
upon  the  broadeft  and  nioft  extenfive  ground  and  firmeft  bafts ; and  as  one 
of  the  moft  certain  means  of  rendering  that  country  ufeful  to  herfelf,  and 
truly  valuable  to  this,  would  be  to  open  new  fources  of  commerce  to  her,  and 
fuch  as  it  would  be  impoftible  for  Ireland  to  obtain  without  the  liberality 
and  indulgence  of  this  country,  though  fhe  had  been  totally  an  independent 
nation.  This  he  faid  would  prove  the  only  wife  and  prudent  means  to  afford 
our  ftfter  kingdom  relief,  and  that  fpccies  of  relief,  too,  that  would  ferve  more 
to'convince  her  of  the  ftneere  and  aft'eclionatc  deftre  we  have  to  render  her 
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iiappy,  contented,  rich,  and  profperous.  It  would  be  an  unequivocal  proof 
of  the  candour  and  lincerity  of  Great  Britain,  and  he  made  no  doubt  but 
Ireland  would  receive  it  as  fuch,  and  that  the  whole  would  have  a happy  ter- 
mination. 

He  condemned  local  prejudices  and  national  partialities,  very  warmly ; 
though  under  different  legiflatures,  he  maintained  that  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  had  but  one  conjugal  intereft,  and  were  in  the  genuine  fenfe  of  the 
phrafe  but  one  people.  He  acknowledged  that  Great  Britain  ought  to  be 
no  fufferer  by  her  bounty  to  Ireland.  The  latter  would,  it  was  certain,  gain 
much,  but  this  country  would  be  no  lofer.  But  even  if  the  fifter  kingdom 
thould  be  enabled  to  rival  us  at  foreign  markets,  in  a few  commodities  of 
native  growth,  cheapnefs  of  labour,  and  other  incidental  circumftances,  we 
diould  not  forget  that  Ireland  formed  a part  of  the  Britilli  empire,  and  the 
only  part  too  out  of  this  illand  to  which  Ave  could  look  for  affiftance  in  the 
moment  of  peril  or  diftrefs.  He  wilhed  every  perfon  out  of  it,  who  turned 
his  thoughts  to  the  fubjedl,  would  look  at  it  fairly,  and  confider  it  without 
partiality  or  prejudice,  not  upon  a narrow  or  contradled,  but  upon  a liberal 
and  extenfive  fcale.  It  was  a duty  every  man  owed  his  country,  to  look  at- 
tentively and  gravely  to  our  prefent  fituation,  and  to  refledl,  that  as  the  fu- 
perlucration  of  all  the  commerce  of  Ireland,  let  it  arife  from  the  profit  of 
which  branch  of  trade  it  might,  would  neceffarily  centre  in  the  feat  of  em- 
pire; if  not  the  whole,  at  leafl;  much  the  greateft  part,  and  nright  be  well 
eftimated  as  forming  a part  of  the  accumulating  wealth  of  Great  Britain. 

Such  was  the  happy  temper  now  prevailing,  that  no  oppofition  Avas  given 
to  thefe  refolutions,  the  firm  meafure  of  a fix  months  money  bill ; the  non- 
importation agreement  and  the  armed  affociations  had  produced  a Avonderful 
change  in  the  public  mind  throughout  Great  Britain  with  reference  to  the  af- 
fairs of  Ireland.  Bills  founded  on  the  tAvo  firfi:  propofitions  were  accordingly 
brought  in,  paffed  both  houfes  Avith  the  utmoft  facility,  and  received  the 
royal  affent  before  the  recefs.  The  third  being  more  complex  in  its  nature, 
requiring  a variety  of  enquiry,  and  being  fubject  to  feveral  limitations  and 
conditions,  Avas  fuffered  to  lie  over  during  the  enfuing  holidays  in  its  hate 
of  an  open  propofition,  not  only  to  afford  time  for  confideration  in  England, 
but  for  acquiring  a knowledge  of  the  effedl',  AV'hich  the  meafure  Avas  likely 
to  produce  in  Ireland. 

To  fuch  an  alarming  crifis  Avas  the  political  ftate  of  Ireland  noAV  brought, 
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that  the  people  began  to  look  up  to  the  armed  afibciation  for  redrefs,  rather 
than  to  their  reprefentatives  in  parliament.  But  hitherto,  thefe  bodies  having 
a61ed  only  in  detached  companies,  knew  not  their  own  ftrength.  They  found 
it  neceffary  for  their  grand  projeOl,  to  form  themfelves  into  regular  battalions, 
and  eftablifli  a fyftem  of  communication  with  each  other.  Long  had  the 
original  caufe,  or  occafion  of  the  volunteers  arming  in  felf  defence  againft  a 
foreign  enemy,  been  funk  into  the  more  interefting  objed  of  afferting  their 
conftitutional  independent  rights,  and  procuring  a free  and  open  trade  for 
their  country.  As  far  back  as  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1778,  the  armed  alfo- 
ciations  in  Ireland  were  computed  to  amount  to  30,000  men;  and  they  had 
been  increafing  from  that  period  : they  clad  and  armed  themfelves  volunta- 
rily ; they  chearfully  learned  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  freely  fubmitted  to  the 
moft  exemplary  difcipline  : but  their  tranfcendent  attention  v as  to  inftil  into 
each  other  an  uniformity  of  political  fentiment  and  determination  not  to  quit 
their  arms,  till  they  fliould  have  accomplithed  the  complete  liberation  of  their 
country  from  the  fovereignty  of  the  Britidi  parliament.  In  tlie  beginning  of 
the  year  1780,  they  entered  upon  the  plan  of  general  organization  : they  ap- 
pointed reviews  for  the  enfuing  fummer ; and  chofe  their  exercifing  officers 
and  reviewing  generals ; and  thus  the  foundation  of  Iriffi  union  was  laid. 
They  now  openly  declared  their  opinions  upon  the  hate  of  public  affairs  ; and 
the  newspapers  teemed  m' ith  refolutions  of  the  different  corps,  all  in  unifon  de- 
claring, that  Ireland  was  an  independent  kingdom,  and  fully  entitled  to  all 
the  uncontrouled  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  a free  conflitution  : 
that  no  power  on  earth  but  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland,  could 
make  laws  to  bind  them  : and  that  they  were  ready  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes to  refift  the  ufurpations  and  encroachments  of  any  foreign  legillature. 
Such  were  at  this  period  the  univerfal  fentiments  of  the  Iridi  people,  if  the 
will  of  a people  can  be  known.  The  government,  and  their  parliamentary 
majority,  Avere  alarmed  at,  and  confequently  inimical  to  the  propofitions. 
Mr.  Grattan,  however,  on  the  IQth  of  April,  1780,  after  a moft  animated 
fpcech,  moved,  that  thehoufe  ffiould  refolve  and  enter  on  its  journals,  “ 

“ 710  power  oil  earth,  fate  the  king,  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  had  a right 
“ to  make  lazes  for  Ireland."'  After  a moft  interefting  debate,  that  lafted  till 
fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  in  Avhich  every  man  but  one,  acknowledged  its 
truth,  eitlier  exprcfsly,  or  by  not  oppofmg  it,  i\Jr.  Flood,  who  well  knew 
that  the  miniftcrial  members  were  committed  to  negative  the  motion,  if  it 
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came  to  a divifion,  recommended,  that  no  queftion  diould  be  put,  and  no 
appearance  of  the  bufmefs  entered  on  the  journals;  to  which  Mr.  Grattan 
confented. 

Upon  the  appearance  of  fome  a6live  fmcerity  in  the  Britifli  cabinet  and  par- 
liament, the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons  proceeded  to  take  into  ferious  confidera- 
tion,  the  regulations  neceffary  to  place  the  commerce  of  that  kingdom  on  a 
footing  of  {lability  and  advantage.  It  is  charadleriftic  to  that  nation,  to  be 
prodigally  grateful  for  benefits  even  intended.  The  fupplies  were  granted  for 
a year  and  a half  longer  ; and  200,000/.  were  ordered  to  be  raifed  by  treafury 
bills,  or  by  a lottery,  as  the  lord  lieutenant  fliould  dii'edl.*  On  prefenting  the 
money  bills,  to  which  his  excellency  gave  the  royal  affent,  Mr.  Pery,  the 
fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,f  made  a fpeech  to  the  lord  lieutenant, 

which 


* This  was  the  firfl;  time  that  the  expedient  of  a lottery,  to  aid  tire  ralfing  of  the  loan,  was  re- 
forted  to  in  Ireland.  Two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  being  wanted,  a lottery,  confifting  of  42,000 
tickets,  was  propofed,  40,000  of  thofe  were  paid  for  at  five  pounds  each  j and  one  ticket  given  as 
a douceur,  to  every  fubfcriber  for  twenty.  Debentures,  bearing  intereft  at  four  per  cent,  for 
210,000/.  were  ordered  to  be  made  out  for  the  payment  of  the  prizes;  and  it  being  neceffary  to 
borrow  140,000/.  more,  treafury  bills,  for  the  firft  time,  were  ordered  to  be  iffued,  at  an  intereft  of 
three-pence  per  day  for  each  lOO/.  being  4/.  l U.  3c/.  per  cent,  per  annum. 

-f  10  Journ.  Com.  p.  142.  The  fpeech  was  to  the  following  effeft  : 

“ The  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Speaker’s  Speech  to  his  Excellency  John  Earl  of  Buckinghamfliire, 
“ Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland. 

“ May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“ During  the  viciffitudes  of  a foreign,  and  ftill  more  dangerous,  civil  war, 
“ which  has  wafted  a great  extent  of  the  Britifli  empire,  it  has  been  the  peculiar  felicity  of  this  na- 
" tion  to  preferve  the  public  tranquillity  : and  though  long  depreffed  by  the  narrow  policy  of  for- 
“ mcr  times,  ftill  to  retain  fuch  vigor,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuch  temper  and  caution,  as  animated 
" it  to  claim,  with  honeft  confidence,  its  rights  ; and  yet  reftrained  it  fi'om  tranfgreffing  the  bounds 
“ of  its  duty,  or  hazarding  the  lofs  of  that  ineftimable  bleffing,  the  Britifli  conftitution.  To  this 
“ ftate  of  union  and  moderation,  unexampled  in  any  age,  or  in  any  country,  under  fimilar  cir^' 
" cumftances ; to  your  excellency’s  judicious  condu6l  and  faithful  reprefentations ; to  his  majefty’s 
“ benevolent  difpofition  and  tender  concern  for  the  fufferings  of  his  people ; to  the  wifdora  of  his 
“ minifter,  however  queftioned  in  fome  inftances,  in  this  acknowledged  by  all ; to  his  refolution 
“ and  conftancy  in  combating  eftablillied  habits  and  rooted  prejudices  ; and  to  the  juftice  andge- 
“ nerofily  of  the  Britifli  nation,  muft  be  afcribed  the  happy  reftoration  of  that  equitable  fyftem  of 
" equality  in  commerce,  which  has  filenced,  I truft  for  ever,  tliofe  pernicious  fufpicions  and  jea- 
“ loufies,  which  lately  threatened  the  peace  of  both  kingdoms.  But,  whatever  advantages  this 
" change  in  our  condition  may  promife,  it  will  avail  us  little  if  it  infpires  falfe  hopes  and  vain  ex- 
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which  was  highly  fatisfa6lory  to  all  parties,  for  which  the  houfe  thanked  him, 
and  defired  him  to  print  it. 

Notwithdanding-  the  general  elation  of  the  Iridi  upon  the  flattering  prof- 
pe6i;  of  a free  trade^  their  joy  was  but  of  fliort  duration  : upon  maturer  confide- 
ration,  the  generality  of  the  commercial  intereftin  Ireland  was  diffatisfied  with 
the  propofed  fyftem  of  equalizing  the  duties  between  the  filler  kingdoms, 
and  the  Britifli  miniftry  was  fo  imprudent  at  that  time,  as  to  irritate  and  in- 
flame the  diftruft  and  difaffe6lion,  that  had  fo  long  rankled  in  the  public 
mind  of  Ireland,  which  then,  with  arms  in  her  hands,  had  earneftly  turned  hei 
thoughts  to  the  affertion  of  her  independent  conftitutional  rights.  The  bill  foi 
punifliing  mutiny  and  defertion  in  the  army  for  a limited  time,  liad  been 
tranfmitted,  as  ufual,  and  was  returned  with  the  mod  alarming  alteration 
from  the  Englifli  privy  council : it  was  made  pej'petual : and  very  material 
alterations  AV'cre  alfo  made  in  one  of  the  commercial  bills  relating  to  the  arti- 
cle offugars.  Provocation  and  harflinefs  to  Ireland  were  now  peculiarly  ill- 
timed.  Difcontent  and  refentment  ran  through  the  kingdom.  The  borough 
of  Newrey  prefentcd  a petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  dating,  that  the 
petitioners  had  heard  with  deep  concern  of  alterations  then  faid  to  have  been 
made  in  the  bill  for  laying  a duty  of  twelve  fliillings  per  hundred  Aveight  on 
imported  refined  fugars;  and  alfo  in  the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
army  ; that  the  duty  of  tAvelve  fliillings  appeared  to  be  the  loAveft,  that  could 
podibly  be  admitted,  Avith  the  appearance  of  juftice  to  that  country  ; and  that 
a perpetual  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  army,  or  of  any  other  duration  than 
from  fedion  to  fcdion,  Avas  a daring  attack  on  the  conftitution  of  both  coun- 

pedations  of  fudden  affluence  ; the  future  profperity  of  this  kingdom  Avill  depend  upon  our  in- 
“ duftry  and  oeconomy,  public  as  well  as  private,  the  effefts  of  which,  though  certain  and  perma- 
“ manent,  are  ever  gradual  and  flow  and  unlefs  our  expences  are  regulated  by  our  acquifitions, 
“ difappointment  will  be  our  portion,  and  poverty  and  diftrefs  muft  be  the  confcquence  of  our  con- 
“ du£t.  Nolwithftanding  thefe  confiderations,  and  the  reduced  ftate  of  this  kingdom,  the  com- 
“ mons  have  granted  to  his  majefty  much  larger  fupplies  than  in  any  former  feffion  ; they  have 

borrowed  a fum  of  610,000/.  to  difcharge  the  arrears  of  the  eftablithments ; and  in  order  to  pro- 
“ vide  againfl:  any  future  deficiency,  they  have  made  an  addition  to  the  revenue,  eflimated  at  above 
” 150,000/.  a year.  Nor  have  they  been  lefs  attentive  to  the  interefts  of  the  people,  than  to  the 
“ honor  of  the  crown.  The  public  good  has  been  the  objedl  to  which  all  their  efforts  have  been 
“ directed  j and  their  conduft  through  the  whole  of  this  feflion,  has  alike  entitled  them  to  the 

confidence  of  their  fovereign,  and  of  their  conftituents  j and  will  leave  to  all  future  parliaments 
" a memorable  and  inftrudivc  example  of  fortitude,  moderation,  and  wifdom,” 
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tries.  That  they  humbly  prayed,  that,  by  an  equal  ditlributlon  of  jufilce, 
the  mutual  cordiality  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  might  be  enfured  ; 
and  the  neceflity  for  that  country  to  refolve  to  confume  her  own  manufac- 
tures only,  might  be  removed ; and  that  a parliamentary  army  might  be 
maintained  in  Ireland,  regulated  upon  principles  fuch  as  Great  Britain  could 
approve  of,  and  Ireland  fubmit  to.  Several  other  petitions  were  alfo  prefented 
to  the  like  purport. 

On  the  1 6th  of  Aug.  1780,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refolved  itfelf  into  a grand 
committee,  to  take  into  confideration  the  altered  mutiny  bill.  It  was  con- 
tended, in  fupport  of  that  meafure,  that  if  parliament  had  an  intention  to  pre- 
lerve  the  peace  of  Ireland,  they  muft  pafs  the  bill  in  its  prefent  ftate.  That  as. 
long  as  parliament  held  the  purfe  of  the  nation,  they  could,  by  refufmg  to 
])ay,  annihilate  the  army.  That  the  hereditary  revenue  never  could  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  army,  becaufe  it  would  deftroy  itfelf  in  the  very 
ends  it  Ihould  be  employed  for.  That  if  the  king  Avere  granted  the  liberty  of 
vaifing  an  army,  he  lliould  alfo  have  the  perpetual  pow'er  of  regulating  that 
army. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  argued,  that  the  prefent  bill  tended  to  the  fubver- 
fion  of  all  public  liberty.  That  it  would  not  be  wife  to  grant  to  the  crown  a 
didlatorial  power  over  fifteen  thoufand  men  for  ever.  That  it  Avas  the  Avifli 
of  the  kingdom  to  be  governed  by  its  OAvn  laAvs.  That  they  confidered  the 
poAver  of  originating  this  very  a6l  as  a declaration  of  rights  : they  Avere  confe- 
quently  contending  Avith  the  minifler  of  Great  Britain',  not  for  any  concef- 
fion,  Avhich  might  Avound  the  interefl  or  pride  of  the  Englifh,  but  for  a mea- 
fure, Avhich  Avould  bring  every  man  in  Britain  on  their  fide,  as  they  could  not 
with  to  fee  the  power  of  the  crown  rendered  fo  dangerous  to  the  conftitution 
of  both  kingdoms,  with  a perpetual  army,  Adiich  might  invefl  his  majefly  Avith 
too  great  an  influence  over  the  laws  ; and  that  any  articles  of  Avar,  Avhich  the 
king  might  hereafter  make,  aa  ould  be  articles  of  Avar  for  that  kingdom  ; for 
the  a6l  extended  a poAA'er  over  all  his  majefty’s  forces,  by  Avhich  means  Ireland 
Avould  be  under  the  controul  of  an  Englifli  ftatute,  and  the  kingdom  Avould 
become  a place  of  arms. 

The  debates  on  this  fubject  continued  till  near  midnight.  Sir  Henry  Flood 
took  a principal  part  on  the  fide  of  government,  Avho  carried  the  queftion  by 
a majority  of  69  againfl;  25,  and  the  bill  Avas  paffed.  This,  together  with  the 
circumflances  refpe6ting  the  fugar  bill,  increafed  the  public  difcontent ; and 
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feveral  refolutions  were  entered  into  at  different  public  meetings,  that  were 
affembled  on  this  occafion.  Among-fl  others,  a meeting*  of  the  merchant’s 
corps  of  volunteers  was  convened  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  Dublin,  when  the 
following  refolutions  were  paffed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, 

“ Refolved,  That  the  late  decifions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  (fo  de- 
“ ftru61;ive,  in  our  opinion,  to  the  conftitutional  rights,  and  injurious  to  the 
“ commercial  interefts  of  this  kingdom,)  demand  the  inofl  ferious  attention 
“ of  every  Irilliman. 

Refolded,  That  Are  confider  their  confent  to  the  mandate  of  the  Britifli 
“ minifler,.  by  which  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  army  is  made  perpe- 
“ tual,  and  the  controul  thereof  for  ever  vefted  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  as 
“ a fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  and  a ftab  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft. 

“ Refohed,  That  confidering  the  army  of  this  kingdom  as  a body  of  men 
“ embarked  in  the  caufe  of  their  country,  and  equally  entitled  with  ourfelves 
“ to  the  prote6lion  of  its  legiflature,  we  cannot  but  feel  for  their  fituation ; 
“ who,  by  this  law,  are  in  danger  of  being  made,  at  a future  day,  the  unAvill- 
‘‘  ing  inftruments  of  defpotifm,  to  violate  the  liberties  of  Ireland. 

“ Refolved,  That  we  confider  the  compliance  of  that  houfe  with  thealtera- 
“ tion  made  in  the  fugar  bill  by  the  Engliih  privy  council,  reducing  the 
“ propofed  duty  on  lump  fugars,  as  an  overthrow  to  the  refinery  of  this 
kingdom,  and  a total  obftru6tion  to  the  extenfion  of  its  manufactures,  by 
“ an  export  to  the  Britifii  colonies  and  Weft-Indies. 

“ Refok'ed,  That  we  will  concur  with  the  volunteer  corps  of  this  kingdom, 
and  the  reft  of  our  fellow  fubjeCts,  in  every  effort  which  may  tend  to  avert 
“ the  dangers  we  are  threatened  with. 

“ Rejoiced,  That  the  ftrenuous,  though  unfuccefsful  efforts,  of  the  mino- 
“ rity  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  defence  of  the  conftitution,  merit  the 
“ thanks  and  firm  fupport  of  eA*ery  friend  of  his  country.” 

Similar  refolutions  were  entered  into  by  other  volunteer  bodies,  particularly 
the  Independent  Dublin  and  Liberty  Corps;  as  alfo  by  the  citizens  of  Dublin 
in  general. 

The  language  now  holden  by  thfc  popular  prints,  befpoke  at  once,  as 
well  as  increafed  the  general  and  inveterate  difeontent  of  the  people.  The 
Hibernian  Journal,  or  Chronicle  of  Liberty,  and  2iie  Public  Rcgijler,  or 
Freeman's  Journal,  Avere  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  government.  The  Houfe 
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of  Commons  paffed  a vote  of  cenfure  againft  the  printers  and  publifliers  of 
thefe  two  papers,*  and  addreffed  the  lord  lieutenant  to  give  orders  for  effec- 
tually profecuting  the  printers  and  publifliers,  and  alfo  the  authors  and  con- 
trivers of  certain  articles  in  thofe  papers.  The  former  contained  the  refolu- 
tions  of  feveral  corps  of  volunteers,  and  others ; the  latter  gave  peculiar 
offence,  by  the  publication  of  the  following  paragraphs  : 

“ We  are  happy  to  find,  that  a general  meeting  of  the  independent  mer- 
“ chants  and  volunteers  of  this  city  is  fixed  for  Tuefday  evening  next,  at  the 

Mufic  Hall.  It  is  hoped,  that  their  fpirit  and  example  may  animate  the 
“ kingdom  to  rife  in  fupport  of  the  violated  rights  of  Ireland;  and  that  the 
“ nation  may  be  rdlored  by  their  means  to  thofe  inherent  privileges,  which 
“ their  treacherous  reprefentatives  have  bafely  fold  to  the  infamous  admini- 
“ ftration  of  Great  Britain.” 

“ It  is  thought,  that  the  meafures,  which  will  be  adopted  on  Tuefday  next, 
“ by  the  merchants  and  volunteers,  will  be  direded  to  effed  the  deftrudion 
“ of  the  betrayers  of  our  excellent  conftitution  ; and  as  it  is  feared,  that  the 
“ Mufic  Hall  will  not  be  large  enough  to  contain  them,  it  is  expeded  that 
“ the  next  meeting  will  be  in  the  Park,  or  in  St.  Stephen’s  Green.” 

Whereupon  it  was 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  “ That  the  faid  paragraphs  contained  matters  that  arc 
“ falfe,  fcandalous,  feditious,  aiul  libellous,  grofsiy  afperfmg  the  proceedings 

of  parliament,  and  mofl  manifeftly  tending  to  create  difeontents  among  his 
“ majefly’s  fubjeds,  to  withdraw  them  from  their  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
“ this  realm,  and  to  fub vert  the  authority  of  the  legiflature  of  this  kingdom.” 

This  vote  of  cenfure  was  not  fo  much  direded  againft  the  printers  and 
publifhers,  as  it  was  aimed  by  the  miniftry  at  the  volunteer  corps,  whofe  fyflem 
and  influence  had  become  truly  alarming  to  government.  Yet  fuch  was  the 
afcendancy,  which  the  armed  affociations  then  commanded  over  the  minds  of 
their  countrymen,  that  it  was  found  more  prudent  not  to  cafla  dired  cenfure 
upon,  or  even  fhew  a difregard  to  any  of  thofe  corps. 

No  nation  on  earth  enters  into  a caufe  with  more  eagernefs  and  cordiality 
than  the  Irifli : no  nation  fets  a higher  value  upon  works  of  genius : none 
delights  more  in  reading,  hearing,  and  difcouiiing  upon  the  polical  events 
of  their  own  country.  During  (what  Lord  Clare  called)  the  imbecility  of 
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Lord  Buckinghamfliire’s  adminiftration,  the  popular  mind  was  worked  up  to 
a degree  of  enthufiafni  upon  their  rights  and  claims  to  uncontrouled  civil 
freedom  and  independence:  feveral  publications  helped  to  quicken  and  ex- 
tend this  flame  : the  letters,  under- the  flgnatures  o^  Owen  Roe  O'Niel,  and 
Guatlmozhiy  were  diftinguifhed  by  their  boldnefs  of  thought  and  expreffion ; 
by  a warmth  of  patriotifm,  and  a call  of  original  genius,  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  general,  as  well  as  peculiar  difpofition  of  the  Irifli  people  at  that  junc- 
ture. A pamphlet,  attributed  to  Mr.  Grattan,  containing  great  part  of  the 
fubilance  of  that  great  orator’s  fpeech  on  the  l qth  of  April,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  againfl;  the  right  of  foreign  legiflation,  and  the  unconfiitutional 
claufe  of  perpetuity  in  the  mutiny  bill,  was  read  with  avidity,  and  circulated 
with  aftonifliing  elfe6l.  The  people  were  on  one  hand  encouraged  by  thefe 
publications  to  infill  upon  their  independence ; and  on  the  other  they  v'ere 
goaded  into  forenefs  and  irritation,  by  the  determined  oppofition  given  in 
parliament  to  the  different  attempts  made  to  bring  it  to  bear  : thus  were  they 
incenfed  at  Mr.  Grattan’s  refolutions  againfl;  foreign  legiflation  not  finding 
admiffion  to  the  journals:  they  were  provoked  at  Mr.  Yelverton’s  failure  in 
procuring  a niodification  of  Poyning’s  law:  and  irritated  at  the  ineffedlual 
effort  of  Mr.  Forbes,  to  procure  a bill  for  the  independence  of  the  judges. 
They  M^ere,  in  a word,  defperate  in  the  convidion,  that  a majority  in  their 
own  parliament  was  purchafed  with  the  wealth  of  Ireland,  to  negative 
every  queftion  or  motion,  that  could  tend  to  promote  their  independence  upon 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

The  feflion  had  been  protradcd  to  an  unufual  length  : on  the  'id  of  Sep- 
tember, 1780,  Lord  Buckinghamfliire  put  an  end  to  it,  by  a moll  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne.  Fie  had  on  the  preceding  day  been  addrelfcd  in  a 
very  adulatory  ffyle  by  the  commons  ; and  the  return  of  the  incenfe  appears 
upon  the  face  of  his  addrefs  to  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I am  happy  at  length  to  congratulate  you  on  the  con- 
“ ckifion  of  this  feflion  of  parliament,  though  the  important  mcafures  under 
“ deliberation  muff  have  made  your  attendance  lefs  irkfoine  to  you. 

“ If  your  long  abfence  from  your  feveral  counties  has  been  produdive  of 
“ any  inconvenience,  fuch  inconvenience  is  fully  compenfated  by  permanent 

and  folid  benefits,  the  fuccefsful  confequences  of  your  labours.” 
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“ Gentleme?^  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I thank  you  in  his  inajelty’s  name,  for  the  liberal  fup- 
“ plies  you  have  granted:  your  chearfulnefs  in  giving,  and  your  attention  to 
the  eafe  of  the  fubject  in  the  mode  of  raifing  them,  muft  be  very  acceptable 
“ to  his  majefty  : on  my  part,  I affure  you,  they  fhall  be  faithfully  applied.” 
“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  fatisfadlion,  with  vdiich  the  heart  of  every  Irifli- 
man  muft  exult,  at  the  fair  fcene  of  profperity  now  opening  to  his  country, 
“ may  equal,  it  cannot  exceed  the  glow  of  my  private  feelings ; and  whilft 
“ you  applaud  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  in  removing  the  reftridlions  upon 
“ the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  you  cannot  but  particularly  acknowledge  the 
unequivocal  demonftrations  of  her  fincere  aft'edtion  in  admitting  you  upon 
“ the  moft  liberal  plan,  to  an  immediate,  free  and  equal  intercourfe  with  her 
“ colonies. 

“ The  wife  and  falutary  laws,  which  you  have  framed,  naturally  lead  to  the 
moft  beneficial  enjoyment  of  that  intercourfe  ; and  when  I refledl  on  thofe 
great  objects,  and  on  your  meritorious  attention  to  the  trade,  agriculture 
“ and  manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  fo  confpicuoufly  manifefted  by  the 
“ laws  palled  for  granting  ample  bounties  on  the  export  of  your  corn, 
“ your  linen,  and  your  fail  cloth,  by  the  premiums  for  encouraging  the 
“ growth  of  hemp  and  flax  feed,  and  by  the  judicious  provilions  for  the  bet- 
“■  ter  regulation  of  your  manufadures,  I feel  a confcious  fatisfadion,  that  the 
“ commerce  of  this  kingdom  has  been  eftablilhed  upon  an  extended,  firm, 
and  lafting  bafis ; and  that  Ireland  muft,  in  the  courfe  of  her  future  prof- 
“ perity,  look  back  to  this  ajra,  the  labours  of  the  prefent  parliament,  and 
“ the  diffufive  indulgence  of  his  majefty,  with  a moft  grateful  veneration. 

“ Your  own  difcreet  judgment  will  naturally  fuggeft  the  expediency, 
“ when  you  return  to  your  feveral  counties,  of  imprefling  upon  the  minds 
“ of  all  ranks  of  men  the  various  bleffmgs  of  their  prefent  fttuation.  De- 
“ monftrate  to  them,  that  every  effedual  fource  of  commercial  wealth  is  now 
“ their  own,  and  invites  that  induftry,  without  which  the  wifeft  commercial 
“ regulations  remain  a dead  letter,  and  the  bounties  of  nature  are  laviflied  in 
vain.  Cherilh  fuch  a fpirit  of  induftry,  and  convirice  them  of  the  eflential 
“ advantages  they  derive  from  their  free  and  excellent  conftitution,  the  main- 
“ tenance  of  every  branch  of  which  in  its  juft  vigor  and  authority,  can  alone 
“ fecure  their  liberties,  and  preferve  their  happinefs.” 


Thus 
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Thus  ended  a feffion,  that  had  vainly  proinifed  in  its  opening  the  briglitcft 
profpedts  to  Ireland.  The  difappointed  people  felt,  and  expreffed  their  rc- 
fentment. 

At  many  of  the  different  reviews,  which  afterwards  took  place,  the  volun- 
teers expreffed  their  political  fentiments,  and  freely  condemned  the  condu6l 
of  parliament.  They  were,  however,  far  from  being  unanimous.  They  were 
not  yet  as  completely  united  in  fentiment,  as  they  were  drilled  to  the  ufe  of 
arms.  It  was  Lord  Buckinghamfliire’s  fate  to  be  difapproved  of  by  the  mi- 
nifters  of  England,  as  well  as  to  have  dilfatisfied  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
power  of  the  volunteers  had  infufed  real  fear  into  the  Britifli  adminiftration  : 
they  trembled,  and  condemned  Lord  Buckinghamfhire  for  effeds,  which  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  prevent ; and  which,  in  fad,  were  to  be  immediately 
traced  up  to  their  dilatory,  irrefolute,  and  pernicious  councils.  Lord  Buck- 
inghamfliire  was  recalled,  and  Lord  Carlifle*  was  appointed  in  his  Read  on  the 
23d  of  December,  1780. 

In  the  dearth  of  hifforical  documents  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland  during  the 
latter  end  of  Lord  Buckinghamfhire’s  adminiftration,  there  is  an  advantage  in 
being  able  to  refort  to  a very  interefting  and  delicate  reprefentation  made  by 
the  moft  eminent  ftatefman  in  the  Britifli  parliament,  of  the  early  fpirit,  con- 
dud,  and  confequences  of  the  Irifli  volunteers,  before  they  had  formed  them- 
felves  into  that  compad  and  formidable  body  under  Lord  Charlemont,  by 
means  of  which  was  brought  about  the  Irifh  revolution  of  1782,  which  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Burkef  moji  iritrinjically  and fuhjiantially  refembled  the  Eng- 
lijli  revolution  of  l6S8. 

:}:0n  February  23d,  1781,  IMr.  Jenkinfon  (now  Earl  of  Liverpool),  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  moved  in  the  Britifli  I Joufe  of  Commons,  that  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  further  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  Mutiny  Bill  be  read  ; when 
I\Ir.  Fox  rofe  aa^reeablv  to  his  intimation  to  the  houfc,  to  move  for  the  re- 

* Lord  Carlifle  took  over  with  him  as  fecretary,  his  protege  and  friend  Mr.  Eden,  (now  Lord 
Auckland)  who  had  publiflied  feveral  letters  upon  political  fubjedts  to  his  patron  j and  amongft 
others,  one  on  The  Reprefentat/ons  of  Ireland  refpeliing  a free  trade,  of  which  of  Mr.  Dobbs,  in 
h\s  Hijlory  of  Irijk  Affairs,  p.  42)  writes  thus:  ‘‘  From  a letter  written  by  Mr.  Eden,  the  fecre- 

tary  to  Lord  Carlifle,  on  the  fubjedt  of  Irifli  affairs,  and  Avhich  had  been  anfwered  by  Counfellor 

Richard  Sheridan,  we  had  no  great  reafon  to  rejoice  in  this  change.” 

t Letter  to  Lang.  p.  46. 
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commitment  of  that  bill,*  for  the  purpofe  of  correfting  a very  material  and 
important  alteration,  that  had  taken  place  in  it.  He  began  his  fpeech  with 
hating,  that  if  he  had  not  been  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  his 
htuation  in  the  queftion,  which  he  was  about  to  agitate,  the  obfervation  that 
liad  fallen  from  a gentleman  high  in  office,  and  an  old  well-informed  mem- 
ber of  that  houfe,  would  have  opened  his  eyes,  and  convinced  him,  that  he 
was  treading  upon  ground  at  once  difficult  and  dangerous.  The  honorable 
gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  houfe  ought  not  to  attempt  to  do  that,  which  it 
could  not  fully  and  perfectly  accomplilh,  and  had  advifed  them  rather  to 
overlook  the  attack  upon  their  dignity,  by  the  prefentment  of  a frivolous 
petition,  than  attempt  a punilhment,  which  they  could  not  enforce.  This 
was  his  fentiment,  it  was  at  all  times  fo,  fince  he  conftantly  was  of  opinion, 
that  prudence  ought  at  all  times  to  be  confulted  in  meafures  of  dignity,  and 
that  they  ought  not  to  alfert  powers  of  authority  at  afeafon  when  from  weak- 
nefs  they  were  unable  to  fupport  their  claim.  To  agitate  a queftion  therefore 
refpedting  the  powers  of  fupremacy  and  fuperintendancy,  which  this  country 
afferted  over  a After  kingdom,  at  a time  when  that  kingdom  was  difpofed  to 
militate  the  principle,  muft  certainly  be  dangerous  ground,  and  particularly 
fo  at  a moment,  when  the  country  was  involved  in  a fcene  of  complicated 
calamities,  and  was  threatened  with  the  moft  decifive  ruin.  He  trufted  that 
the  houfe  would  forgive  him,  if,  in  the  fituation  he  then  ftood,  he  ffiould 
take  up  a few  minutes  of  their  time  in  ftating  his  fentiments  of  the  queftion  ; 

*■  1 Pari.  Deb.  p.  433.  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  fecretary  at  war,  informed  the  houfe,  that  there  were 
fome  alterations  made  in  the  Mutiny  Aft,  two  of  which  being  material,  he  thought  it  right  to 
ftate  what  they  were,  as  no  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  an  aft  of  fo  much  importance,  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  houfe.  The  firft  alteration  was  the  total  omlffion  of  the  word  “ Ireland,” 
in  the  aft,  an  omilfion,  which  the  learned  gentleman  appointed  to  draw  up  and  prepare  the  bill  had 
judged  proper,  becaufe  the  Iriih  legiflature  had  laft  year  introduced  claufes  in  their  Mutiny  Aft, 
tending  to  govern  and  regulate  the  management  of  the  quartering  of  foldiers,  and  other  matters 
relative  to  military  difcipline,  when  at  a diftance  from  the  capital  j the  continuing  to  extend  the  Bri- 
tifh  Mutiny  Aft  to  Ireland  was  therefore  no  longer  neceffary. 

Sir  George  Yonge  faid,  that  what  the  fecretary  at  war  had  dropped  concerning  the  omiffion  of 
the  word  “ Ireland”  in  the  bill,  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  very  ferious  importance,  and  required 
very  mature  conlideration  before  it  was  agreed  to.  If  it  was  intended,  that  this  country  fliould  give 
up  all  claim  to  legiflation  over  Ireland,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  declare  fuch  an  intention, 
and  do  it  at  once.  He  could  never  approve  of  the  idea  of  giving  it  up  bit  by  bit,  by  incidental  afts 
of  parliament.  He  therefore  willied  the  houfe  would  not  haftily  fettle  the  queftion,  but  go  into  it, 
examine  it  with  the  attention  due  to  its  importance,  and  make  a folemn  decifion  upon  the  fubjeft. 
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llnce  he  knew  from  experience,  that  pains  would  be  taken  to  mifreprefent 
what  he  Ihould  fay,  in  order  to  place  him  in  a light  unfavourable  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  The  infidious  pains,  that  had  been  exerted  on  a former 
occafion  to  mifreprefent  both  him  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  fame  fide  of 
the  houfe,  had  not  altogether  failed -producing  the  intended  effedt,  of  making 
them  odious  in  the  eyes  of  a people,  whom  they  loved  and  honoured.  Dif- 
ficult and  dangerous  as  the  fituation  was,  he  could  not  be  induced  from  any 
apprehenfions  of  peiTonal  confequence  to  permit  a matter  charged  with  fo 
much  apparent  danger  to  pafs  unnoticed  ; at  the  fame  time  he  was  not  infen- 
fible  of  the  unfavourable  opinions  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

He  had  many  reafons  of  friendfliip  and  alfedlion  for  wifliing  to  fiand  well 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ; and  it  was  not  his  purpofe  to  attack  the 
claim,  which  they  had  fet  up  to  legifiative  independency.  They  had  not 
a friend  in  that  houfe  more  warmly  attached  to  their  interefts  than  himfelf. 
He  withed  to  fliare  the  dangers  and  the  alarming  tendency  of  this  bill  both 
to  the  liberties  of  England  and  of  Ireland,  and  he  thought,  to  be  filcnt  on 
fuch  a fubjedl  would  be  tacitly  to  aflift  in  taking  away  from  the  people,  in 
order  to  enlarge  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  in  demolifliing  and  fubverting 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjedl,  in  order  to  give  the  prince  a means  of  beoming 
abfolute.  He  had  been  held  out,  he  was  aware,  as  the  enemy  of  Ireland,  and 
the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  had  been  declared  to  be  the  beft  friend  of  that 
country,  though  he  had  uniformly  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  Irifii,  and  to  give  them  all  they  requefted  long  ago,  and 
v.'hich  the  noble  lord  had  pofitivcly  denied  them  till  they  had  armed  them- 
felves,  and  then  by  three  fpecific  propofitions  had  given  more  to  force,  than 
he  had  before  denied  to  fupplication.  In  better  times  than  thefe,  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  he  fiiould  probably  have  entered  upon  the  topic  in  a manner  and  in  lan- 
guage widely  different  from  that  he  meant  to  adopt,  and  to  ufe  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion.  In  better  times  than  thefe,  he  fiiovdd  liave  talked  of  the  fu- 
perintending  power  of  the  Britifii  parliament  over  Ireland,  and  over  every 
part  of  the  Britilh  monarchy  ; but  fuch  was  tlie  miferable  fituation,  to  which 
the  king’s  fervantshad  reduced  this  country,  that  the  quellion  was  of  a very 
delicate  nature  indeed,  and  it  Avas  by  no  means  a matter  eafy  to  be  handled 
without  difturbing  what  ought  not  to  be  difturbed,  and  Avithout  producing 
confequences,  AA’hich  every  man,  Avho  Avifiied  Avell  to  his  country,  muft  Avilli 
to  avoid.  In  the  prefent  quellion,  he  Avilhed  to  fpeak  and  acl  agreeably  to 
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the  fentiments  of  fome  of  the  firft  and  heft  men  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland. 
The  powers  of  fupremacy  and  fuperintendency  of  this  country  over  her  dif- 
tant  connexions  were  topics,  which  he  knew  were  at  that  time  dangerous  to 
be  touched,  but  which  had  never  been  fo  at  any  former  period  of  our  hif- 
toiy.  Ten  years  ago  it  would  not  have  been  confidered  as  improper  or  dan- 
gerous to  talk  on  thefe  topics,  becaufe  then  they  were  confidered  as  necetfary 
to.  the  liberties  and  the  well-being  of  the  empire.  They  were  not  only  conli- 
dered  by  that  houfe  in  this  light,  but  by  every  part  of  our  extended  empire 
they  were  allowed  and  acknow  ledged  the  fame.  It  was  the  weaknefs  of  ad- 
miniftration,  that  had  given-rife  to  different  ideas.  America  had  never  com- 
plained of  thefe  po\vers  till  her  calm  and  fober  requefts  were  refufed,  and  Ire- 
land had  not  afferted  the  contrary  till  relief  w^as  denied,  when  her  grievances 
w^ere  manifeft.  But  now  the  topics  'svere  dangerous  to  be  touched.  The 
weaknefs  and  the  w'antonnefs  of  minifters  had  introduced  into  that  houfe  dif- 
ficulties and  embarraffments,  new  and  unprecedented,  and  he  muft  yield  to 
the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  fubmiffion.  But  he  might  fay,  that  if  he  had 
beenfpeaking  on  this  fubjeft  ten  years  ago,  he  would  have  found  no  difficulty 
in  faying,  that  the  fuperintendency  and  fupremacy  of  this  country  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  liberty  of  the  empire,  for  many  great,  and,  in  his  opinion,  unan- 
fwerable  reafons,  and  that  in  particular  they  ought  to  be  careful  never  to 
give  out  of  their  OAvn  hands  the  power  of  making  a mutiny  bill.  He  would 
have  been  able  to  have  advanced  various  reafons  for  retaining  this  privi- 
lege, the  firfl  and  moft  powerful  of  which  would  have  been  a reafon  of  ap- 
prehenfion,  left  at  fome  future  moment  of  negligence  or  corruption,  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland,  the  aflemblies  of  any  of  the  colonies  of  America,  or  of 
any  other  of  our  foreign  connexions,  ffiould  be  tempted  or  prevailed  on  to 
grant  a perpetual  mutiny  bill.  If  he  had  advanced  this  argument,  he  kneAV 
that  it  would  have  been  immediately  faid  of  him,  that  he  puftied  fpeculation 
to  excefs,  that,  he  was  chimerical  and  libellous  in  his  ideas,  for  that  no  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  could  be  fo  negligent  or  corrupt  as  to  grant  fuch  a bill, 
and  no  people  fo  blind  and  fupine  as  to  bear  it.  Might  he  not  then  now  fay 
this  when  it  was  not  an  argument  of  fpeculation  but  experience,  and  Avhen 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  had  aftually  granted  a perpetual  mutiny  bill  to 
the  crown,  by  which  they  had  invefted  the  fovereign  with  the  power  of  a 
ftanding  army,  unlimited  in  point  of  numbers  or  duration.  There  Avere  in 
the  paffing  of  this  bill,  fo  granted,  alfo  feveral  circumftances  of  a fufpicious 
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nature,  which  implied  in  pretty  plain  language,  that  it  was  impofed  upon 
them  by  the  cabinet  of  England.  It  originated  in  the  privy  council  of  this 
country,  and  was  fent  over  at  a time,  when  Ireland  was  loud  in  their  claim 
of  independent  legiflation.  The  cabinet  took  advantage  of  the  heat  and  the 
inflammation  of  Ireland,  with  refpecT  to  independence,  a,nd  granted  them  the 
one  thing,  provided  they  would  purchafe  it  at  the  price  of  the  other.  They 
applied  to  the  paflions  of  the  country  they  feized  on  parliament  in  the  mo- 
ment of  their  warmth,  and  appealing  perhaps  to  other  paffions,  than  thofeof 
patriotic  phrenzy,  they  procured  the  confent  of  parliament  to  this,  and  re- 
ceived a perpetual  (landing  army,  in  defiance  of  the  declaration  of  rights. 
Many  of  the  firfl  members  of  the  Irifii  parliament  were  fenfible  of  the  Ihock, 
which  that  bill  gave  at  once  to  the  liberties  of  Ireland  and  England.  ]\Ir. 
Grattan  called  upon  the  people  of  this  country  to  ftand  forward  and  prote6l 
tlie  liberties  of  both,  by  preventing  the  dangers  and  effe<5ls  of  a law'  fo  violent 
and  contradi6lory  to  the  conftitution.  It  was  therefore  a bufinefs,  in  which 
both  nations  were  equally  affedled,  and  in  w'hich  they  ought  equally  to  unite. 
It  was  a fpecies  of  confpiracy  between  the  cabinet  and  that  part  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  who,  anxious  for  independence,  w^ere  intoxicated  with  the 
idea,  and  inclined  to  purchafe  it  at  any  price.  A confpiracy  to  give  a mu- 
tiny bill  of  their  own  to  Ireland,  in  return  for  a grant  from  Ireland  of  a 
perpetual  army  to  the  cro\ni,  a thing  -wholly  unwarranted  by  the  con- 
ftitution. It  w-as  curious  and  alarming,  that  in  the  Irifii  mutiny  bill,  the 
preamble  w'as  left  out,  which  recited  the  declaration  of  rights.  What  could 
be  the  inducement  of  that  omillion  ? It  contained  no  enacling  law',  and  con- 
fequently  was  in  no  ways  an  attack  on  the  legiflative  independence  of  Ire- 
land. It  w'as  iqercly  declaratory,  and  as  the  conftitution  and  the  rights  in 
both  countries  w'ere  the  fame,  the  declaration  of  thofe  rights  w'as  equally  ap- 
plicable to  both.  But  it  was  found  expedient  to  leave  out  the  preamble,  be- 
caufe  the  words,  “ Whereas  it  is  illegal  in  the  crown  to  keep  a Jianding  army 
“ in  times  of  peace^'’’  Avere  in  dire6l  contradi6tion  to  the  bill,  Avhich  had  been 
granted.  The  danger  of  the  bill  Avould  appear  in  its  full  magnitude,  w'hen 
gentlemen  reflefted,  that  all  that  was  neceflary  now  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
handing  army  in  Ireland,  unlimited  in  number  and  duration,  Avas  the  power 
of  the  purfe.  He  confidercd  the  flatute  of  King  William,  commonly  called 
the  difbanding  flatute,  reducing  the  number  of  troops  to  12,000,  and  which 
by  a late  acl  had  been  raifed  to  15,000,  to  be  flill  in  force  Avith  refpe6l  to  this 
country,  but  it  Avas  not  fo  agreeable  to  the  prefent  ideas  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
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laud,  fo  that  there  was  no  power  fufhciently  reilridtive  on  minifters  againft 
maintaining  in  that  country  an  army  to  any  extent.  But  it  might  be  ar- 
gued, that  witliout  the  power  of  the  purfe,  the  power  of  the  army  was  nothing. 
It  had  been  tlie  policy  of  Britain  to  keep  them  both  in  her  OMm  hands,  and 
had  granted  them  only  for  one  year.  As  there  was  no  refponfibility  in  the 
minifters  under  the  exifting  laws,  and  as  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  eithei 
kingdom  to  bring  them  to  a legal  parliamentary  convidlion,  the  minifters, 
who  advifed  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill,  were  guilty  of  high  treafon.  The 
a6t  giving  the  crown  a perpetual  mutiny  bill,  in  direct  violation  of  the  de- 
claration of  rights,  was  high  treafon  againft  the  conftitution  of  the  realm. 
But  how  could  he  get  at  the  authors  of  the  treafon  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  ? It  was  perfedily  impolTible,  for  there  Avas  no  refponfibility  to  be 
eftablilhed  againft  them.  This  difficulty  had  been  incurred  by  a fyftem  of 
negligence  and  incapacity.  Any  other  minifter  would  have  foftened,  when 
it  could  have  been  done  with  propriety ; or  refifted,  when  it  could  have  been 
done  with  fuccefs  : but  the  noble  lord  had  a6ted  contrary  to  every  expedlation. 
When  Ireland,  in  a decent  fober  ftyle,  applied  to  parliament  for  relief  from 
reftri6lions,  which  were  at  once  impolitic  and  illiberal,  the  noble  lord  attended 
more  to  the  reprefentations  of  individual  members,  influenced  by  their  con- 
ftituents,  the  manufa6turers  of  trading  towns,  than  to  the  unanimous  call  of 
a "whole  country.  The  minifter  was  obliged,  on  account  of  the  American 
war,  to  court  the  votes  of  individual  members,  and  when  the  gentlemen  on 
that  fide  of  the  houfe  had  carried  a decifive  queftion,  he  came  down  two 
days  afterwarwards,  and  refifted  their  anxious  endeavours  to  redrefs  the 
grievances  of  the  Irifli,  when  they  were  temperate  in  their  requefts.  The  ho- 
norable gentleman  then  ftated  the  powerful  and  the  rapid  efFe6l  of  the  refo- 
lution  and  the  fpirit  of  Ireland.  Their  aflbciations  had  done  more  in  a mo- 
ment than  all  the  effc6ls  of  friendlhip  in  their  favor.  All  falfe  reafoning  had 
vaniflied  ; all  little  partial  motives  of  refiftance  had  ceafed  ; local  confidera- 
tions  died  av/ay  inftantly,  and  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  had 
ftiewn  himfelf  the  laft  man  to  liften  to  fupplication,  was  the  firft  man  to  give 
way  to  force.  The  noble  lord  came  down  to  that  houfe,  and  by  three  lump- 
ing propofitions,  did  more  for  Ireland  than  flie  had  ventured  to  afk : not 
that  he  blamed  the  noble  lord  for  the  conceflions  : he  had  adted  wifely,  and 
had  properly  told  the  houfe,  that  commercial  confiderations  ought  not  to  be 
taken  up  on  a narrow  illiberal  fcale,  but  fiiould  be  looked  at  as  great  obje6ls. 
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All  that  he  blamed  in  the  noble  lord  was,  for  having  done  that  meanly,  which 
he  might  have  done  with  grace  and  dignity.  An  army  might  thereafter  be 
raifed  and  maintained  in  Ireland  under  that  law,  which,  though  legal  in  Ire- 
land, would  be  illegal  in  England,  and  not  be  the  lefs  dangerous,  from  being 
illegal.  Soldiers  raifed,  enlifted,  and  attefted  in  England,  might  be  fent  to 
Ireland,  and  placed  under  the  military  law,  which  in  one  inftance  at  leaft  was 
different  from  the  law  of  England,  fince  it  gave  the  king  a power  over  them 
in  every  thing  Ihort  of  life  and  limb.  ‘ Though  an  enemy  to  the  dangerous 
influence  of  the  crown,  he  was  a friend  to  its  juft  prerogative  ; and  he  con- 
fidered  the  power  veiled  in  his  majefty,  of  fending  troops  to  whatever  part 
of  his  dominions,  that  might  require  their  affiftance,  a moft  valuable  prero- 
gative. It  was  on  this  ground,  that  the  Earl  of  Chatham  faid,  that  re- 
trenching the  number  of  troops  to  be  employed  in  Ireland,  Avas  “ tearing  the 
“ majier- feather  from  the  eagle's  wing”  That  bill  therefore,  containing 
different  laws,  became  dangerous  to  the  prerogative.  IMany  more  things  he 
had  on  his  mind  to  ofter  on  the  fubject,  but  he  faw  the  impropriety  of  urging 
all  that  had  occurred  to  him.  He  Avas  reftrained  by  the  confcioufnefs,  that 
CA'^ery  thing  Avhich  he  faid  Avould  be  mifreprefented  in  Ireland,  and  that  for 
the  bafeftof  purpofes.  He  reminded  the  houfe  again,  that  the  Irilh  mutiny 
bill  had  originated  in  this  country,  and  that  it  had  paffed  under  the  moft 
fufpicious  and  alarming  circumftances.  He  concluded  Avith  faying,  that  he 
fliould  move  for  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  Avhen  the  prefen t queltion  Ava« 
fettled. 

Mr.  T.  ToAvnfliend  feconded  the  motion. 

The  fecretary  at  \rar  fpoke  in  very  guarded  terms  of  the  extreme  delicacy 
of  the  fuhjedt.  It  had  been  a great  objedt  in  former  reigns  to  endeavour  to 
induce  the  legiflature  in  Ireland  to  pafs  a mutiny  bill,  Avhich  had  not  been  ac- 
compliflied  till  the  time  of  Queen  Anne.  The  objedts  of  that  bill  were  the  raif- 
ing,  paying,  and  due  government  of  the  army  ; the  bill  of  Queen  Anne  Avent 
only  to  the  firft  tAVO  objedls,  but  it  was  a perpetual  bill.  In  the  year  ]688 
the  firft  mutiny  bill  Avas  pafled  in  England,  at  Avhich  time  an  attempt  was  made 
to  pafs  afnnilar  bill  in  Ireland,  Avhich  failed.  In  1692  a bill  paffed  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  and  was  fent  thither.  The  great  lord  Somers  Avas  then  attorney 
general ; and  every  one  knows  how  much  the  attorney  general  has  to  do  with 
Irilh  bills  in  that  Itage.  The  great  authors  of  the  Revolution  Avere  anxious, 
that  Ireland  fliould  have  a mutiny  bill  of  their  OAvn  ; and  though  many  at- 
tempts 
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tempts  M'eie  made  to  introduce  one,  it  was  not  until  it  was  known  that  they 
would  not  admit  of  one,  that  the  word  Ire.lmd  was  inferted  in  the  Englifli 
mutiny  bill.  This  bill  was  on  the  fame  principles,  as  that  now  the  fubjecl  of 
debate ; like  that,  it  obliged  the  army  to  obey  certain  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  publilhed,  or  to  be  publiflied,  and  authorized  by  liis  majefty,  and  like 
that,  it  was  perpetual ; yet  Loid  Somers,  and  all  thofe  warm  defenders  of  con- 
ftitutional  liberty,  who  were  then  in  power,  approved  the  bill.  Thofe  who 
had  been  deeply  concerned  in  fettling  the  Revolution,  in  framing  the  bill  of 
rights,  and  all  the  meafures  of  that  moll  refpeftable  period  of  our  hiftory, 
had  concurred  in  their  advice  in  council  to  approve  their  bill.  It  had  been 
fent  over  to  the  Lord  Deputy  Sydney,  with  an  injundlion  to  endeavour 
to  prevail,  that  it  Ihould  be  paffed  in  both  houfes.  It  failed  in  the  com- 
mons. The  perpetuity  of, this  bill  in  Ireland,  he  confidered  as  necelfary  for 
the  very  reafons,  that  had  been  urged  againft  it.  It  was  certainly  proper  to 
prevent  the  great  inconveniencies,  that  would  arife  from  the  army's  being 
fubjecl  to  different  mutiny  a6ls  in  different  fituations  of  fervice ; yet  it  would 
1)6  impoffible  to  avoid  it,  if  the  mutiny  bill  were  confidered  as  annual,  and 
fubje6t  to  alterations  in  both  countries. 

Lord  Mahon  faid,  he  was  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  touching  upon  the 
quefeion  of  the  fuperin tendency  of  the  Britifh  parliament  over  Ireland,  and 
of  the  danger  of  oppofing  it  in  contradiftindtion  to  the  fuperintendency  of  the 
Irifli  parliament. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  in  the  then  divided  and  diftr-acled  Rate  of  the 
empire,  when  every  thing  feemed  to  be  falling  to  pieces,  it  became  men  to  be 
firm,  and  to  look  on  the  prefervation  of  what  yet  remained  as  their  firfl  duty. 
The  queftion  being  put,  it  paffed  in  the  affirmative  without  a divifion. 

Notwithftanding  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  were  fent  over  on  purpofe  to  give 
firmnefs  and  energy  to  the  Irifli  government,  which  was  confidered  on  this 
fide  of  the  water  to  have  been  greatly  enfeebled  by  the  adminiftration  of  his 
predeceffor,  he  found  himfelf  -wholly  incapable  of  checking  the  fpirit  of  vo- 
lunteering, which  now  knew  no  other  obje6l,  than  the  attainment  of  a free 
and  independent  conftitution.  TJie  reviews  in  1780  had  pointed  out  the 
utility  of  forming  regiments  : it  was  clearly  perceived,  that  companies  a6ling 
feparately  could  never  attain  military  perfedlion.  In  the  fpring  of  1781  re- 
views were  again  fixed  on,  and  in  fummer  when  they  affembled,  the  improved 
Rate  of  the  volunteers  was  obvious  to  every  eye ; the  reviews  were  every 
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'where  more  numerous,  more  military,  and  more  fplendid.  That  of  Belfaft,  which 
in  1780  M'as  the  largeft,  had  in  1781  nearly  doubled  their  number:  5383  men 
then  appeared  in  review,  with  a train  of  thirteen  field  pieces;  other  reviews  had 
proportionally  increafed  and  improved ; the  volunteers  engaged  the  affec- 
tion and  commanded  the  admiration  of  all  their  countrymen.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  different  places  where  they  were  reviewed,  behaved  with  un- 
bounded hofpitality,  and  entertained  with  emulous  profufion  their  country- 
men in  arms.  Lord  Charlemont  was  again  particularly  diftinguiflied  among 
the  reviewing  generals,  and  reviewed  a very  confiderable  part  of  the  volun- 
teer army.  The  addreffes  and  refolutions  after  the  reviews  in  1781,  were 
greatly  diverfified ; foine  contained  politics,  and  fpoke  bold  truths  ; others 
avoided  political  difcuffion  ; all  felt  that  Ireland  was  not  free. 

' *On  the  9th  of  06^fober,  1781,  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  met  the  parliament, 
when  after  the  common  place  recommendations  of  the  charter  fchools,  linen 
trade,  tillage,  fiflaeries,  and  general  commerce  of  the  country,  his  excellency 
affured  them,  that  his  majefty  ardently  wiflied  the  happinefs  of  his  people  of 
Ireland,  in  whofe  aftedlion  and  loyalty  he  placed  the  firmeft  reliance.  “ And 
“ although,”  faid  his  excellency,  “ I am  not  directed  to  call  upon  you  for  any 
“ extraordinary  fupplies  in  this  time  of  general  hoftility,  when  thefe  king- 
“ doms  are  expofcd  to  an  unnatural  and  dangerous  combination  of  enemies, 

“ I have  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  but  that  I fliall  be  enabled  to  affure  his  ma- 
“ jcfty  of  your  cordial  difpofition  to  give  him  ev'ery  afliftance  compatible  ^ 
“ with  your  means  and  circumftances. 

“ No  event  could  more  contribute  to  the  public  fecurity  than  the  general 
“ concurrence,  with  which  the  late  fpirited  offers  of  affiflance  were  prefented 
to  me  from  every  part  of  this  kingdom  ; and  I am  fully  convinced,  that  if 
“ neceffity  had  arifen,  it  was  in  my  power  to  have  called  into  a6tion  all 
“ the  ftrength  and  fpirit  'of  a brave  and  loyal  people,  eager  under  my  di- 
“ re6tion  to  be  emplo3^ed  in  aid  of  his  majefty’s  regular  forces,  for  the  pub- 
“ lie  defence. 

“ I truft  that  c\Tiy  part  of  my  conduct  will  demonftrate,  how  much  it  is 
“ the  wifii  of  m\’  heart  to  engage  3'our  confidence  : I fhall  claim  it  onl}^  in 
proportion  as  I fliall  be  found  to  deferve  it,  by  an  unwearied  endeavour 
to  promote  the  profperity  of  Ireland  ; and  lam  fcnfible,  that  this  is  the 
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“ beft  method  of  recommending  my  fervices  to  our  fovereign,  and  of  obtain- 
“ ing  your  concurrence  toward  theeafeand  honor  of  my  adminiftration.” 

It  had  now  become  notorious,  that  government  willied  to  check  and  dif- 
arm the  volunteers;  but  they  were  frightened  into  acquiefcence ; they  had 
before  reluctantly  diltributed  amongft  them  1 6,000  ftand  of  arms,  and  it 
was  now  found  politic  to  foothe  and  court  the  power  they  could  no  longer 
control. 

IVI.  O’Neil  moved  the  addrefs  to  the  throne,  which  was  as  ufual  an  echo  of 
the  fpeech ; to  which  no  oppofition  was  given.  He  felt  himfelf  called  upon 
to  explain,  that  the  words  liberality  of  the  Britijh  parliament  were  merely 
confined  to  the  grants  of  their  late  extended  commerce  to  America  and  the 
Well  Indies. 

Mr.  Grattan,  after  having  made  fome  reflections  upon  the  liberality  of  the 
laft  parliament  in  voting  500,000/.  and  the  incompetency  of  the  nation  to 
fupport  Great  Britain  in  the  profecution  of  the  American  and  French  war, 
took  notice  of  the  extreme  caution,  with  which  the  addrefs  avoided  men- 
tioning the  word  mlunteer ; that  wholefome  and  falutary  appellation  which 
he  wiilied  to  familiarife  to  the  royal  ear ; he  would  not,  however,  infift  on 
having  it  inferted,  as  he  had  reafon  to  believe  the  right  honorable  mover  did 
intend  to  make  a proper  mention  of  thofe  protectors  of  their  country. 

Mr.  O’Neil  declared  he  was  not  deceived  in  this  opinion,  that  the  motion, 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  was  intended  to  thank  the  volunteers  of  Ireland  for 
that  glorious  fpirit,  unexampled  in  all  hiftory,  with  which  they  had  fo  eagerly 
prefled  forward,  when  the  nation  was  thought  to  be  in  danger.  He  then 
moved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  fliould  be  given  to  all  the  volunteers  of 
Ireland,  for  their  exertions  and  continuance,  and  for  their  loyal  and  fpirited 
declarations  on  the  late  expeCted  invafion. 

Mr.  Conolly  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fitzgibbon  (afterwards  Earl  of  Clare)  thought  the  vote  unnecefiary 
and  improper  after  the  cenfure,  which  had  been  palfed  upon  part  of  that 
body  laft  feffion.  They  were  totally  incompatible,  and  could  not  ftand  to- 
gether in  the  records  of  one  parliament.  He  therefore  moved,  that  the  for- 
mer cenfure  fliould  be  read,  before  the  prefen t motion  fliould  receive  its 
decifion. 

Mr.  Bradftreet  the  recorder  obferved,  that  almoft  at  the  time  the  refolu- 
tion  mentioned  was  pafled,  parliament  relented,  and  became  itfelf  a mediator. 

He 
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He  was  exceedingly  averfe  from  renewing  any  jealoufy  between  parliament 
and  the  volunteers.  Error  was  the  common  lot  of  human  nature  : it  was  not 
inconfiftent  with  the  tenor  of  human  occurrences,  to  cenfure  at  one  time, 
and  give  due  praife  at  another ; and  therefore  requefted  that  Mr.  Fitzgibbon 
would  withdraw  his  oppofition. 

Mr.  Conolly  found  liiinfclf  fo  much  interefted  in  that  affair,  that  he  could 
not  decline  expreffing  his  fentiments.  He  was  the  perfon,  who  had  the  honor 
of  firft  moving  the  thanks  of  that  houfe  to  all  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  for 
taking  up  arms  at  a critical  period.  He  was  happy  to  be  the  harbinger  of 
fuch  a token  of  national  gratitude;  but  when  the  papers  alluded  to  were 
publidied,  by  fome  few  volunteers,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  get 
up  again,  for  the  honor  of  the  whole,  and  move  the  vote  of  cenfure,  which 
remained  upon  the  journals,  againft  the  dangerous  refolutions  that  had  been 
publiflied.  The  fame  fpirit  that  prompted  him  to  applaud  the  virtuous  and 
patriotic  condudt  of  the  great  body  of  volunteers,  obliged  him  to  condemn 
whatever  appeared  derogatory  from  that  charafler,  in  a few ; yet,  notwith- 
flanding  all  the  mifreprefentations,  that  had  been  made  of  his  condu6t  in  the 
public  papers,  his  love  and  attachment  to  the  volunteers  was  ftill  the  fame. 
The  few  who  had  fallen  into  error,  had  glorioufly  repaired  the  fault;  and  he 
would  now,  Avith  as  much  pleafure  as  ever  he  felt  in  his  life,  fupport  the  vote 
of  thanks,  and  move  to  expunge  the  vote  of  cenfure. 

Mr.  Fitzgibbon  declared,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  motion  of  thanks  to 
the  volunteer  corps,  for  Avhom  no  man  entertained  a higher  refpedt  than  he 
did  ; but  he  rofe  to  preferv^e  the  dignity  of  the  houfe,  to  prevent  their  pro- 
ceedings from  falling  under  the  charge  of  inconfiftency.  lie  hoped  the  con- 
duct of  the  houfe  Avould  eA^er  be  marked  by  a dignified  uniformity,  Avhich 
could  not  be  the  cafe,  if  they  entered  into  a refolution  of  thanks  to  all  the 
volunteers,  Avhile  the  journals  of  the  houfe  contained  matter  of  the  higlicft 
cenfure  againft  fome  particular  corps.  Thofe  refolutions  he  therefore  Avillied 
done  aAvay,  before  the  houfe  could  proceed  to  a A'ote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  Scott  (attorney-general,  afterwards  Lord  Clonmel,)  atferted,  that  the 
refolution  had  been  only  intended  againft  the  printers  and  publifiiers  of  in- 
flammatory paragra])hs,  and  not  aimed  at  the  volunteers ; that  if  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  Avho  noAv  made  the  objeftion,  had  been  prefent  lafi:  feffion,  he 
Avould  have  joined  in  the  refolution.  He  had  as  high  a veneration  as  any 
man  in  the  kingdom,  for  the  armed  affociations,  or  call  them  by  Avhat  name 
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they  would,  (laid  he)  a virtuous  armed  people.  If  any  blame  lay  for  want  oi 
profecution,  it  in  a great  ineafure  lay  with  him,  as  the  proper  officer  of  the 
crown.  But  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  parliament  laft  feffions, 
when  the  refpe61able  name  of  volunteer  w'as  abufed,  diewed  a peculiar  dignity 
in  taking  up  that  affair,  and  then  generoully  relinquilhing  every  idea  of 
refentment,  left  it  Ihould  be  confidered  as  extending  to  the  whole  body. 

After  a long  debate,  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  withdrew  his  objection  (indeed,  every 
member  wdllied  it  had  never  been  ftarted,)  and  the  houfe  palfed  the  refolution 
of  thanks  with  the  moft  hearty  and  unanimous  good  w ill,  at  the  fame  time 
ordering  the  ffieriffs  of  the  different  counties  to  prefent  them. 

At  this  critical  juiiHure,  the  patriotic  body  of  Ireland  may  with  truth  be 
faid  to  have  confided  of  the  minority  in  parliament,  and  the  whole  mafs  of 
the  people,  high,  middle,  and  low,  without.  They  w’ere  determined  to  go 
hand  in  hand  ; to  a6l  in  concert,  and  never  to  defift,  till  they  wTie  free  and 
independent,  as  w’as  Great  Britain.  On  the  lOth  of  October,  1781,  Mr. 
Bradftreet,  the  recorder,  a very  ftaunch  patriot,  moved  in  the  Houle  of  Conir 
mons*  for  leave  to  bring  in  heads  of  an  Habeas  Corpus  Bill,  prefacing  his  mo- 
tion by  obferving,  that  the  liberty  and  fafety  of  the  fubje6ls  of  Ireland  w’ere 
infecure  until  an  Habeas  Corpus  A6l  Ihould  take  place ; that  arbitrary  power 
had  made  great  ftrides  and  innovations  on  public  liberty,  but  w^as  effeftually 
reftrained  by  that  law,  which  had  its  full  operation  in  England,  but  did  not 
exifl  in  Ireland.  It  was,  he  faid,  the  opinion  of  a great  and  learned  judge, 
that  this  law  Avas  the  grand  bulwark  of  the  conffitution.  Leave  was  granted  ; 
and  Mr.  Yelverton  and  the  recorder  Avere  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  he  Avas  Avilling  never  to  condemn  an  adminillration  uiir 
til  he  thoroughly  knew  he  had  fufficient  grounds.  The  miniftry  of  England 
had  offered  America  the  regulation  of  her  own  armies ; he  could  not?  fee  any 
reafon,  Avhy  the  loyal  people  of  Ireland  lliould  be  denied  that  benefit.  He 
would,  he  faid,  in  due  time,  bring  forward  tbe  mutiny  a6t  to  be  agitated 
upon  that  fubje6l;  and  if  it  Avere  oppofed,Tt  Avould  at  leafl  hav^e  the  confti- 
tutional  freedom  and  fpirit  of  the  country  to  contend  Avith.  A bill  for  reiir 
dering  the  judges  independent  during  good  behaviour,  and  fome  other  bills, 
were  fpoken  of.  When  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  arofe,  and  faid,  that  a matter  of 
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the  utmoft  importance  to  the  nation,  had  too  long  remained  undecided,  our 
freedom  of  trade  with  Portugal,  where  goods  o*f  Irifli  manufaflure  had  been 
Hopped,  and  were  not  permitted  to  be  fold. 

Mr.  Eden  arofe,  and  agreed  with  Sir  Lucius,  that  a great  deal  of  time  had 
been  fpent  about  this  very  embarrafling  bufinefs  ; but  alfured  the  houfe,  that 
tlie  utmofr  exertions  had  been  ufed  both  on  this  and  the  other  tide  of  the 
water,  to  bring  it  to  a happy  determination.  . 

Mr.  Yelvertoii  thought  there  had  been  fome  defign  in  the  fpeech,  to  lead 
their  imaginations  away  from  tliis  important  objedl ; it  had,  indeed,  talked  of 
Proteftant  charter  fchools,  making  of  roads,  digging  of  canals,  and  carrying 
of  corn  ; and  contained  half  a dozen  lines  that  might  be  found  in  every 
fpeech  for  fifty  years  paft ; fubjeds  more  proper  for  the  enquiry  of  a county 
grand  jury,  than  for  the  great  inqueft  of  the  nation;  but  not  one  word  of 
our  trade  to  Portugal ; that  had  been  defignedly  omitted. 

On  the  fubfequent  day,  after  fome.converfation  upon  the^  proper  time  for' 
adjourning,  and  a ftrong  recommendation  from  the  fpeaker  to  bring  in  the 
money  bills  before  the  clofe  of  the  feffion ; Mr.  Yelverton  declared,  that  he  was 
determined  to  profit  by  the  excellent  advice  the  fpeaker  had  given  the  houfe. 
He  gave  notice,  that  immediately  after  the  recefs,  he  would  move  the  houfe 
for  leave  to  bring  in  heads  of  a bill  to  regulate  the  tranfmilTion  of  bills  from 
that  kingdom  to  England.  At  the  prefent,  their  conftitution  was  the  con- 
Hitution  of  England  inverted.  Bills  originated  with  the  Britilh  minifter,  and 
with  that  houfe  it  only  remained  to  regifter,  or  rejed  them.  Such  was  tlie 
miferable  Hate  of  Ireland,  and.  in  that  Hate  it  would  rema.in,  as  long  as  a mom 
Her,  unknown  to  the  eonftitution,,  a Britilh  attorney-general,  through  the 
influence  of  a law  of  Poyning's,  had  power  to  alter  their  bills.  So  generally 
had  this  been  admitted  by  every  member  of  the  houfe,  that  laft  felfipn,  when 
he  moved  for  a modification  of  Poyning's  law,  gentlemen  urged,  that  though 
that  power  lay  in  the  hands  of  the  Englilh  attorney-general,  yet  it  Avas  never 
exercifed  to  any  bad  purpofe ; . but  the  declaration  Avas  fcarcely  made,  when 
an  altered  fugar  bill  annihilated  our  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies:  annihilated 
might  be  thought  too  ftrong  an  expreflion,  but  it  furely  injured  it  in  a very 
high  degree. 

After  a recefs  of  three  Aveeks,  the  houfe  met  on  IHonday,  Odober  29th, 
purfuant  to  atljournment,  Avhen  the  recorder  prefented  a petition  from  tlie 
guild  of  merchants,  ftating,  that  the  great  advantages,  Avhich  that  nation  Avas 
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promifed  by  a freedom  of  trade  to  all  the  world,  were  likely  to  prove  merely 
imaginary,  as  from  the  prefcnt  almoll  univerfal  war,  our  commerce  was  con- 
fined to  very  few  nations,  and  amongft  them,  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  from 
which  the  greateft  hopes  had  been  formed,  had  refufed  to  receive  our  manu- 
factures, quantities  of  which  were  now  a6tually  detained  in  the  cuftom-houfe 
of  Lilbon  ; and  praying  the  houfe  to  interfere  for  redrefs. 

The  fubje6l,  he  faid,  was  nice,  and  not  fo  proper  for  the  deliberation  of  a 
popular  affembly,  as  for  the  miniftcrial  intervention,  vdiich  was  going  forward. 
He  wiflied,  therefore,  that  the  fubje6l  might  be  poltpohed ; and  though  he 
were  not  difpofed  to  pledge  himfelf  for  a fpecific  meafure,  or  unforefeen  cir- 
cumftances,  he  would  readily  promife,  at  the  proper  period,  to  take  the  lead 
in  the  mode,  which  might  beft  vindicate  the  juft  expectations  of  Ireland,  if 
thofe  expectations  ftiould  be  difappointed. 

Sir  Lucius  rofe  again.  From  what  IMr.  Eden  had  laft  faid,  he  underftood, 
that  if  Portugal  did  not  grant  the  redrefs  demanded,  it  was  intended  to  lay  a 
further  duty  on  her  wines ; this  he  did  not  think  Avas  a mode  proper  to  be 
adopted ; it  was  for  ever  cutting  off  their  trade  to  that  kingdom,  and  in- 
creafmg  taxes  upon  the  fubjeCf.  But  he  thought  that  granting  the  fupplics 
for  fix  months  only,  would  be  the  moft  likely  method  of  bringing  the  bufmefs 
to  a happy  ifl’ue.  He  was  forry  to  fee  the  bufmefs  conduced  in  a timid  man- 
ner, and  in  the  hands  of  peifons  not  interefted  in  their  welfare,  but  Avith  a 
fecondary  vieAv%  Avho,  at  moft,  Avould  only  promote  it  Avhen  it  did  not  clafli 
Avith  the  convenience  of  a neighbouring  nation.  They  eA^en  doubted  Avhe- 
ther  they  were  acquainted  Avith  the  foundation  of  their  right  to  trade  Aidth 
Portugal.  They  erred,  if  they  fuppofed  it  refted  on  the  treaty  betAveen  Eng- 
land and  that  kingdom  in  1703;  he  therefore  thought  parliament  fliould 
enter  into  an  immediate  inveftigation  of  the  fubjeCf ; that  if  the  minifter  in- 
tended to  giA'e  a ftrenuous  fupport,  he  might  find  himfelf  backed  Avith  the 
Avhole  Aveight  of  the  Irifh  nation  ; but  if  not,  CATry  man  AV’ould  fee  Avhat  Avas 
intended,  by  throwing  difficulties  in  the  Aray  of  the  enquiry,  and  damping  it 
Avith  cold  delay.  IMr.  Eden  appealed  to  the  houfe,  Avhether  he  had  appeared 
to  throAv  any  difficulty  in  the  Aray  of  this  important  bufmefs.  With  regard  to 
Avhat  had  been  intimated  refpeCting  a noble  earl,  it  Avas  a fuggeftion  utterly 
unmerited,  that  noble  earl  being  a true  and  fteady  friend  to  Ireland,  having 
fhewn  himfelf  peculiarly  fo  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  and  being  in  CA’ery  in- 
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ftance  incapable  of  making  a diftin6lion  between  the  interells  of  his  majefty’s 
kingdoms. 

The  a6livity  of  the  Caftle  to  enfure  a majority  in  parliament,  kept  pace  with 
the  increafe  of  patriotifm  out  of  it.  But  this  fyftem  in  the  new  ferment  of  the 
public  mind,  became  daily  lefs  efficient,  and  was  ill  fuited  to  the  exiffing  dif- 
pofition  of  the  country.  The  people  had  arms,  had  power  and  a determina-  . 
tion  to  be  free:  they  knew  the  ufe  of  their  arms,  and  had  imbibed  a uniform 
and  heady  refolve  not  to  quit  them,  till  they  had  attained  the  objedl  of  their 
willies,  a free  and  independent  conftitution.  It  was  obvious,  that  a parlia- 
ment marhialled  as  that  was,  to  refill  the  demands  of  the  people,  might  irri- 
tate, but  could  not  control  the  willies  of  their  conffituents.  Adminillration 
confiding  in  their  number,  fet  all  the  patriotic  attempts  at  defiance,  and 
frullrated  or  negatived  all  their  demands  and  claims.  Had  they  fo  far  tempo- 
rized, as  to  have  made  fome  conceffions,  though  they  had  refilled  others  with 
a good  grace,  they  would  have  divided,  and  thereby  dellroyed  the  power  of 
the  people.  The  contrary  condudl  pitted  this  fa(5litious  majority  of  the  fenate 
againft  the  mafs  of  their  armed  countryman,  who  now  beheld  them  with  in- 
dignation, and  confidered  them  in  fa6l  the  only  enemy  they  had  to  encounter 
in  Ireland. 

In  parliament  there  appeared  but  little  cordiality  between  the  leaders  of  the 
patriotic  party,  and  j\Ir.  Eden,  the  fecretary,  who  fpoke  for,  and  headed  the 
court  party.  IMr.  Eden  was  a man  of  information  and  talent,  and  conduced 
the  bufinefs  of  parliament  in  a manner  widely  different  from  his  predeceffor  in 
that  office:  Yet  fuch  a general  prejudice  againft  every  thing  Britilli  at  that 
time  pervaded  every  rank  throughout  the  kingdom,  that  fcarcely  a debate  oc- 
curred, in  which  fome  perfonal  reflections  were  not  made  on  the  lord-lieute- 
nant and  his  fecretary 's  partiality  and  bias  for  England.  During  the  whole 
of  Lord  Carlifle's  adminiftration,  the  numbers  of  the  two  parties  in  the  Houle 
of  Commons  continued  nearly,  as  they  had  been  left  by  his  predeceffor.  Some 
of  the  leading  men  of  each  party  had  Ihifted  fides.  It  has  been  the  melan- 
choly and  degrading  fate  of  Ireland,  that  although  there  have  always  been  a 
ftandard  of  patriotifm  erected  in  their  IIoLife  of  Commons,  few  indeed  have 
been  thofe,  wflio  have  rallied  round  it  from  a pure  and  difinterefled  love  of 
their  country ; ftill  fewer,  who  have  perfevered  in  their  patriotifm  through 
their  political  career  of  life.  Early  in  the  prefcnt  feffion,*  Mr.  Flood  declared, 

* Viz.  on  the  ift  ofNov.  178I — 1 Pari.  Debates,  p.  SO. 
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<that  when  he  had  quitted  the  houfe  laft  fefiion,  he  had  left  them  the  moft  dig- 
nified and  virtuous  afiembly  on  earth : he  expefted  now  to  find  them  fuch. 
And  he  faid,  that  the  fate  of  the  nation  depended  on  the  motion  then  before 
the  lioufe  (for  going  into  the  confideration  of  the  Portugal  trade)  : that 
they  fhould  not  trufl;  to  any  minifter,  that  countenanced  a perpetual  mutiny 
bill : and  that  they  w^ould  be  execrated  by  pofterrty,  if  they  abandoned  that 
motion.*  On  the  other  hand,  Ave  find  Mr.  George  Ponfon by  declaring,  that 
now"  he  faw"  the  minifter  a6ling  obvioufiy  for  the  honor  and  intereft  of  Ireland, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fupport  him,  and  he  would  ever  alfift  him  while  he 
a^ed  upon  tlte  fame  principle.  He  faid,  he  thought  this  was  the  time,  that 
all  gentlemen  of  rank  and  property  in  the  country,  fiiould  fupport  govern' 
ment : it  w'as  to  men  of  that  defeription  that  adminiftration  applied,  and  by 
them  he  trufted  they  would  be  fupported.')' 

The  debate,  which  brought  forth  IMr.  Flood  in  oppofition  to  the  minifter, 
.•Avas  on  the  fupplies,  aud  it  involved  the  queftion  upon  the  ftateof  the  nation. :J: 

It 


Which  was  negatived  by  a majority  of  1 1 7 againft  44.  l Pari.  Debates,  p.  30. 

f Sir  Frederick  blood  feverely  reprehended  the  honorable  gentleman,  for  declaring  that  he  would 
fupport  a miniftry,  that  could  be  fo  bafe,  fo  infamous,  fo  corrupt,  as  to  take  away  gentlemen’s  em- 
ployments, merely  becaufe  they  afted  according  to  the  didtates  of  tlieir  confciences.  Mr.  George 
Ponfonby  had  admitted,  that  nothing  but  public  fpirit  could  induce  him  to  rifkthe  lofs  of  one  of  the 
beft  appointments  government  could  beftow.  1 Pari.  Debates,  p.  4i. 

X Dr.  Campbell,  who  was  prefent  at  the  debate,  gives  this  account  of  it.  P.  458  Phil.  Surv. — 
The  fame  author  favours  us  with  the  following  obfervations  upon  Nfome  of  the  fpeakers  in  that  de- 
bate : — Mr.  H.  Hutchefon  has  a mellifluous  voice,  and  pleating  elocution.  His  exordium  gave  me 
hopes  of  great  matters ; but  his  oratory  is  of  that  w'ordy,  oftentatious  kind,  which  mufl  fome- 
times  difappoint  your  expedlations.  He  is  here  called  Prancer,  from  tome  funilitude  they  find  in 
him  to  a horfe  in  the  manege,  curvetting  at  the  height  of  his  mettle,  without  making  any  progrefs 
forward. 

Mr.  Scott,  the  folicitor-geueral,  is  one  of  the  moft  powerful  fupporters  of  government.  He  does 
not  aftedt  making  long  fpeeches,  though  one  of  the  ableft  advocates  of  the  barj  his  talent  lies  in 
promptitude  of  reply,  in  dilution  of  objedtions,  and  in  turning  the  arguments  of  his  adverfaries 
againft  themfelves. 

Mr.  Hufley  is  a fine  fpeaker;  his  expreftion  is  clear;  his  language  flowing;  his  adtion  graceful ; 
and  his  manner  perfuafive.  JMr.  Yelverton  is  vehement  and  forcible.  But  the  greateft  pleafure  I 
received,  was  from  a very  young  man,  a Mr.  Denis  Daly,  whofe  fentiments  were  fuch  as  became  a 
country  gentleman,  and  whole  manner  was  vaftly  engaging.  Fie  was  clear,  he  was  manly,  he  was 
copious.  His  invedtive  againft  the  fecretary  was  fo  keen,  and  fo  poignant,  that  Demofthenes,  at  his 
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It  was  amazing,  how  differently  that  Rate  was  reprefented  by  the  different  par- 
ties. On  one  hde  of  the  houfe,  it  was  holden  forth  as  the  moft  flourifliing  of 
any  country  under  heaven,  and  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  make  the  people 
the  muff  happy  in  the  univerfe,  but  a contented  refignation  to  the  prefent 
meafures  of  adminiftration : on  the  other  fide,  you  might  have  heard  it  repre- 
fented as  the  moft  injured  nation  on  the  earth,  defpifed  as  an  alien,  infulted  by 
penfions,  oppreffed  by  taxes,  and  fettered  in  commerce.  Mr.  Ogle  painted 
the  miferies  of  the  common  people  in  a moft  affe6ting  manner. 

]\Ir.  Flood  fpoke,  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion ; but 
he  confined  himfelf  to  calculation,  and  affected  rather  to  demonftrate  than 
perfuade.  But  there  was  no  fpark  of  that  flame  remaining,  wherewith  he  is 
faid  heretofore  to  have  fet  the  galleries  in  a blaze.  It  would,  to  be  fine,  have 
been  extremely  embarraffing  for  him,  to  have  played  the  orator  in  behalf  of 
meafures,  which,  for  a feries  of  years,  he  had  employed  every  art  of  rhetoric 
to  ftamp  with  infamy. 

It  was  in  this  debate,  that  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  faid,  that  he  rejoiced  to 
fee  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  after  an  eclipfe  of  feven  years,  burft  forth 
into  fuch  a blaze  of  eloquence;  to  which  IMr.  Flood,  in  rifing  to  anfwer  what 
the  attorney-general  had  faid  concerning  the  profperous  ftate  of  the  kingdom, 
thus  replied  : an  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponfonbyj  fays,  I am  emerged 
from  a feven  years  eclipfe  ; it  is  true  I fupported  Lord  Harcourt’s  adminiftra- 
tion  ; but  was  I eclipfed,  when,  on  feveral  occaftons,  I went  not  with  them, 
and  gave  my  reafons  for  fo  doing  ^ I alfo  fupported  the  laft  adminiftration  ; 
but  on  that  great  day  when  a free  trade  was  demanded,  was  I eclipfed? 
When  a declaration  of  rights  was  the  fubjedt  of  debate  in  this  houfe,  did  I 
ffirink  from  the  queftion  ? 

Probably,  as  the  gentleman  fays,  minifterial  refentment  may  deprive  me  of 
the  place  I hold,  for  I am  not  near  enough  to  my  royal  mafter  to  take  fhelter 
in  his  virtues.  Gentlemen  fpeak  of  the  profperity  of  this  kingdom  from  our 
free  trade,  as  an  inftautaneous  operation  ; but  the  growth  of  a nation,  like  the 

age,  would  not  have  been  afliamed  of  it.  He  lifted  up  his  voice,  he  faid,  in  behalf  of  his  oppreffed 
country,  which  he  had  juft  heard  reprefented  in  fuch  an  opulent  condition.  I,  who  had  fo  recently 
feen  the  feenes  he  fo  pathetically  bewailed,  could  not  help  going  along  with  him  in  every  thing  he 
faid,  that  was  not  perfonal.  Yet,  what  was  advanced  by  the  friends  of  adminiftration,  was,  in  fomc 
degree,  true ; the  kingdom  being  certainly,  upon  the  whole,  in  a progreffive  ftate  of  improvement. 
What  muft  it  then  have  been,  if  tings  are  fo  much  mended  ^ 
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oak  tree,  is  ilo\v^,  though  gentlemen  think  they  fee  it  vegetate.  Tliey  have, 
indeed,  fcen  wonders,  but  they  were  of  another  kind.  They  have  feen  their 
country  defended  againll  France  and  Spain,  when  the  minifier  had  abdicated 
its  defence ; when,  after  borrowing  1 ,203,000/.  he  was  not  able  to  prote6l 
them  : the  volunteers,  50,000  freemen,  at  their  own  expence,  armed  and  dif- 
ciplined,  hood  forth  ; the  chofen  men  of  the  land  approved,  they  gave  them 
an  example  of  firmnefs  and  moderation.* 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1781,  a very  warm  and  important  debate  took 
place  in  the  Irilli  Houfe  of  Commons  refpedling  the  mutiny  bill.  Mr.  Grat- 
tan made  a motion  for  bringing  in  heads  of  a bill  to  explain,  amend,  and 


* What  Mr.  Flood  faid  of  himfelf  on  the  1 0th  of  November,  fliews  how  much  he  took  to  heart 
the  lot's  of  his  appointment:  and  itjuftihed  what  Sir  Edward  Newnham,  in  the  debate  on  the  8th, 
had  remarked,  lamenting,  that  gentlemen  thould  lofe  their  places  for  adting  confeientioudy  j but 
that  it  ever  would  be  fo,  until  placemen  and  penfioners  were  by  law  excluded  from  parliament. 
( 1 Pari.  Debates,  p.  47.)  Mr.  Flood  arofe  : he  recapitulated  what  he  had  faid  on  Thurfday  laft,  con- 
cerning the  date  of  the  national  finances,  and  the  ruin  that  mufi;  necefl'arily  enfue,  if  the  fame 
defiruftive  mode  of  running  in  debt  was  Hill  continued.  Within  the  laft  years,  the  country,  fays 
he,  has  advanced  to  deftrudion  with  unexampled  rapidity.  The  loudeft  declaimer  that  ever  made 
your  walls  re-echo,  never  ventured  to  fuggeft  fuch  an  accumulation  of  debt.  But  if  you  have  out- 
gone example,  if  you  have  outgone  the  boldnefs  of  declamation,  in  your  career  to  ruin,  will  any 
man  fay,  that  the  profperity  of  this  country  has  likewife  outgone  the  power  of  declamation,  when 
the  expence  of  your  military  eftablilhment  alone  is  equal  to  the  whole  of  your  revenue  ? Do  you  call 
this  profperity  ? Do  you  call  running  in  debt  profi>erity  ? I do  not  now  fpeak  to  retard  your  pro- 
ceeding in  bufinefs,  I do  not  intend  to  divide  the  houfe  upon  the  queftion  ■,  nor  am  at  I all  ambi- 
tious of  applaufe  ; but  I thought,  and  ftill  think,  that  my  propofal  of  going  into  a committee  on  the 
ftate  of  the  nation,  where  fome  mode  of  retrenchment  might  be  devifed  before  we  granted  a fupply, 
was  a moderate,  a reafonable  plan  ; and  I did  hope,  that  after  twenty  years  experience  of  my  con- 
dud,  I fliould  not  be  told  in  this  houfe,  that  I was  urged  on  by  difappointed  ambition.  I have  been 
gratified  by  almoft  the  higheft  and  moft  lucrative  office  that  my  fovereign  can  beftow  j and  the  fecre- 
tary  knows  whether  e\'er  I requefted  any  favour  of  him.  Is  this  then  difappointed  ambition  ? It 
cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  I am  not  fatisfied,  becaufe  I am  not  invited  to  take  a lead  upon  the  trea- 
fury  bench,  for  I do  not  with  to  take  a lead  upon  that  bench.  There  is  no  man  in  the  kingdom,  to 
whom  the  words  of  difappointed  ambition  are  lefs  applicable  than  to  me.  ’Tis  a hard  meafure  in- 
deed, if,  after  twenty  years  ferv'ice,  I meet  with  fuch  treatment.  The  houfe  can  teftify,  that  be- 
fore I entered  into  office,  I was  uniform  in  my  defire  of  extricating  the  nation  from  debt  j when  in 
office,  I attempted  to  do  it  even  by  the  difagreeable  expedient  of  propofing  new  taxes  j and  if  now 
I am  about  to  lofe  my  employment,  which  I regret  only  as  it  deprives  me  of  the  power  of  ferving  my 
fovereign,  llrall  I be  told  that  I am  aftuated  by  difappointed  ambition j becaufe  I do  not  wifti,  that 
the  nation  thould  run  in  debt  more  ? My  ambition  has  been,  when  out  of  office,  not  to  be  faftious  j 
and  when  in  office,  not  to  be  venal, 
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limit  an  a6l  to  prevent  mutiny  and  defertion  in  the  army  which  was  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Flood.  On  this  occahon  fome  few  of  the  more  independent 

members 

* This  great  patriotic  orator  thus  prefaced  his  motion  (i  Pari,  Deb.  p.  5i.)  he  faidj  that  in  the 
18th  century,  however  aftonilhing  it  muft  appear,  he  rofe  to  vindicate  Magna  Charta,  fandtified  as 
it  was  by  the  authority  of  600  years.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  teach  Britifli  privileges  to  an 
Irith  fenate.  He  quoted  the  laws  of  England,  firft,  becaufe  they  were  laws,  fecondly,  becaufe 
they  were  franchifes  j and  they  were  the  franchifes  of  Irilhmen  as  well  as  Englifhmen.  He  was 
not  come  to  fay  what  was  expedient,  he  came  to  demand  a right  ■,  and  he  hoped  he  was  fpeaking 
to  men,  who  knew  and  felt  their  rights,  and  not  to  corrupt  confciences  and  beggarly  capacities. 
He  begged  gentlemen  to  tell  him  why,  and  for  what  reafon,  the  Iriflr  nation  was  deprived  of  the 
Britifli  conftitution  ? Hefaid,  the  limitation  of  the  mutiny  bill  was  oue  of  the  great  hinges  of  the 
conftitution,  and  ought  it  then  to  be  perpetual  in  Ireland  } 

No  man  could  doubt  as  to  the  point  of  right  refpedling  the  army  ; he  would  even  refort  to  the 
queftion  of  neceffity.  We  want  not  an  army  as  Great  Britain  doesj  for  an  army  is  not  our  pro- 
tedtion.  Was  your  army  your  protedtion  when  Sir  Richard  Heron  told  you,  you  muft  truft  to  God 
and  your  country  ? You  want  it  not  for  defence.  You  want  it  not  for  ambition.  You  have  no 
foreign  dominions  to  preferve,  and  your  people  are  amenable  to  law.  Our  duties  are  of  a different 
nature.  To  watch  with  incelfant  vigils  the  cradle  of  the  conftitution,  to  rear  an  infant  ftate,  to 
protedt  a rifing  trade,  to  fofter  a growing  people.  We  are  free,  we  are  united.  Perfecution  is 
dead.  The  Proteftant  religion  is  the  child  of  the  conftitution  j the  Prefbyterian  is  the  father.  The 
Roman  Catholic  is  not  an  enemy  to  it.  We  are  united  in  one  great  national  community.  What 
was  our  fttuation  formerly } We  were  a gentry  without  pride,  and  a people  without  privilege. 
The  Britifti  conftitution  lay  upon  the  ground  like  a giant’s  armour  in  a dwarf’s  cuftody. 

At  length  the  nation  afferted  itfelf,  and  though  the  declaration  of  rights  was  not  earned,  which 
I propofed  as  a meafure  fafe  and  innoxious  ; yet  our  fpird  made  us  a nation.  Britifli  fupremacy  fell 
upon  the  earth  like  a fpent  thunderbolt.  The  miniftcr  feared  to  look  at  it.  The  people  were  fond 
to  touch  it. 

Yet  though  we  have  no  neceftity  for  an  army,  and  have  afferted  our  freedom,  we  have  followed 
that  affertion  by  eredting  martial  law,  and  a perpetual  didtator  for  ever.  I laugh  at  tlie  argument, 
that  this  law  is  the  charter  of  our  freedom.  Is  the  6th  of  George  I.  repealed  } Why  does  not  the 
minifter  come  forward  and  declare  our  rights  No,  all  is  myftery,  all  is  filence.  Befides,  the 
prefent  mutiny  law  is  defedtive,  no  enadting  part,  and  articles  of  war  are  become  the  law  of  the 
land  5 by  which  there  is  no  fafety  left  either  to  England  or  Ireland.  We  have  fuffered  an  armed 
prerogative  to  iffue  out  of  a claim  of  right. 

Befides,  the  power  of  the  purfe  is  given  up  already  by  the  hereditary  rev'enue,  tliat  original  fin  of 
your  anceftors,  which  vifits  you  from  generation  to  generation.  This  is  the  very  alarming  confi- 
deration  to  thofe,  that  love  liberty  better  than  the  profits  of  office.  Yet  we  have  added  the  tide  of 
power  to  the  fink  of  influence,  and  have  bid  majefty  to  govern  by  either.  The  power  of  the  purfe 
you  have  long  loft.  You  have  now  loft  the  power  of  the  fword.  The  queftion  is,  will  men  prefer 
a biennial  to  a perpetual  mutiny  bill  ? Will  men  lay  their  hands  upon  their  hearts  and  decide  the 
queftion  ? 
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members  of  the  minifterial  party  Tided  with  the  oppofition ; the  divifion  being 
77  for  and  133  againft  the  motion.  Of  this  circumftance  Mr.  Eden  took  no- 
tice, by  expreffmg  his  concern  to  differ  that  day  in  opinion  from  fome  gen- 
tlemen, with  whom  he  willied  and  hoped  in  general  to  concur ; but  it  was  a 
confolation  to  differ  on  a point  of  mere  fpeculative  rcafoning",  and  not  of 
permanent  importance.  As  a fervant  of  the  public,  and  filling  a very  re- 
fponfible  fituation,  he  was  determined,  at  all  times,  to  guard  againfl  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  the  day,  whatever  it  might  be ; and  to  preferve  coolly  and  re* 
fpedlfully  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  on  fuch  principles  as  feemed  to  be  cal- 
culated for  the  advantage  of  the  public.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that 
having  doubts  on  the  foundation  of  the  queflion,  and  no  doubt  of  itsprefent 
unimportance,  he  would  relift  the  motion..  He  had  found  the  mutiny  law  re- 
cently eftablifhed  on  folemn  difcuffion,  and  by  large  majorities  ; the  execu- 
tion of  it  had  paffed  immediately  through  his  hands,  almofl  from  its  com- 
mencement, and  he  had  found  it  full  of  expediency,  and  void' of  mifchief. 
It  was  the  a6l  of  a feffion,  of  which  all  within  thofe  walls  ought  to  be  proud, 
it  was  the  a6l  of  a feffion,  to  which  all  out  of  thofe  walls  ought  to  feel  reve- 
rence and  gratitude. 

The  heads  of  the  new  mutiny  bill  were  moft  violently  fupported'  by  the 
heads  of  the  patriotic  party,  and  as  violently  oppofed  by  the  minifiry.  Much 
intemperate  Language  paffed  in  the  houfe,  but  the  proportion  on  the  divifion 

Suppofe  that  a company  of  Britifh  merchants  fhould  petition  an  Englitli  parliament  to  reftrain 
your  trade  again,  and  that  the  requifition  Ifiould  be  acceded  to  j what  would  you  do  without  any  re- 
fources  to  fupport  your  rights  3 without  a navy.’  You  could  not  refift  fuch  a mandate  3 and  every 
idea  of  coping  with  fuch  tyranny  would  be  in  vain  when  you  have  refigned  the  fword.  When  two 
thirds  of  your  revenue  are  granted  in  perpetuity,  the  power  of  parliament  cannot  preferve  the  free 
trade  of  the  kingdom.  Be  affured  that  England  will  never  grant  to  your  meannefs  what  the  re- 
fufes  to  your  virtue.  In  the  infancy  of  this  very  aft,  why  did  not  the  advocates  of  its  prefent  form 
come  forward,  and  propofe  it  a perpetual  mutiny  bill  ? No.  They  knew  fuch  language  w'ould  ill 
fuit  the  ears  of  parliament,  as  it  then  flood  difpofed  in  the  public  fervice. 

He  then  reforted  to  the  other  argument  with  regard  to  the  unity  of  difcipline,  &c.  which  having 
flated,  he  faid,  if  you  are  competent  to  regulate  your  commerce,  why  not  competent  to  regulate 
your  own  army  ? Commiflioners  have  been  fent  to  America,  to  offer  a branch  of  the  Britilh  empire, 
in  arms  againft  the  parent  ftate,  unconditional  terms  to  tax  themfelves,  and  regulate  their  own 
army.  Two  of  the  commiffioners  have  been  fent  over  to  govern  this  kingdom.  Will  his  excel- 
lency, or  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  his  fecretary,  fay,  that  Ireland  is  not  entitled  to  the  terms  of- 
fered to  America  .’  That  the  loyal  and  affeftionate  fiflcr  of  England  is  not  entitled  to  the  indulgence 
holden  out  to  the  enemy  of  England,  to  the  ally  of  France It  is  iropoffible, 
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remained  nearly  the  fame ; on  that  which  took  place  upon  this  queftion  on 
the  29th  of  November,  the  numbers  were  66  to  146.  On  which  occafion, 
juft  as  the  queftion  was  about  to  be  put,  Mr.  Eden  rofe,  and  faid  that  he  gave 
that  interruption,  not  from  any  anxiety  about  the  decifion,  which  was  eafy 
to  be  forefeen.  It  had  been  avowed,  he  faid,  that  the  obje6l  of  the  bill  then 
propofed,  was  fubftantially  the  fame  as  that,  which  had  recently  been  nega- 
tived by  a large  majority  : it  would  therefore  be  an  unmanly  and  unworthy 
idea,  if  it  could  be  fuppofed^  that  the  houfe  would  adopt  a bill  under  one 
title,  Avhich  upon  the  fulleft  difcuftion  had  been  reje6led  under  another.  His 
anxiety  was  on  another  puint ; he  was  anxious  for  the  order  of  parliament, 
and  efpecially  when  that  order  entrenched  on  the  barriers  of  the  conftitution. 
Where  would  be  the  end  of  parliamentary  difcuftion  and  debate,  if  points 
fully  agitated  and  decided,  might  be  thus  refumed  in  the  fame  feftion  ? 
W’here  would  be  the  fafety  of  the  conftitution,  if  the  praftice  ftiould  be  efta- 
blhlied,  that  a meafure  reje<5led  to-day  upon  a fair  hearing,  might  be  brought 
forward  again  to-morrow,  or  whenever  the  difappointed  party  on  either  fide 
of  the  houfe  could  frame  a majority  to  carry  it  either  by  furprize  or  by  in- 
fluence ? He  M'iflied  for  a decifion  on  the  point  of  order  ; if  however  it  fliould 
not  be  agreeable  to  the  fpeaker  to  give  that  decifion,  he  would  not  urge  it; 
but  having  ftated  the  objeftion,  would  give  his  negative  to  the  queftion. 
Upon  which  Mr.  Grattan  replied.  It  is  very  odd,  that  the  fame  chorus  of 
voices,  which  formerly  faid,  this  was  not  a mutiny  bill,  fhould  now  admit  that 
it  is;  but  reft  their  defence  on  its  not  being  like  to  that  of  England.  The 
Right  Flon.  member  thinksj  that  without  a flagrant  violation  of  the  rules  of 
parliament,  he  cannot  now  bring  in  the  heads  of  a bill  propofed  ; but  I de- 
fire  he  will  confider,  that  thofe  heads  are  only  to  explain  and  amend.  The 
Right  Hon.  gentleman  fays,  he  has  no  anxiety  as  to  the  fate  of  this  queft 
tion.  I am  forry  he  has  no  anxiety.  I am  forry  he  can  ftate  this  to  parlia- 
ment. But  is  this  fecurity  founded  in  the  potency  of  the  arguments,  that 
were  ufed  on  a former  night  ? If  it  be,  it  was  not  even  thenaflerted  that  a per- 
petual mutiny  bill  is  better  than  a limited  one ; for  even  then  his  friends  gave 
up  the  principle.  I have  a note,  a faithful  record  of  that  night’s  proceeding, 
and  I find,  that  no  man  in  the  houfe  faid  it  was  better  ; but  though  it  may  be 
againft  eftabliflied  form,  yet  I think  the  powerful  arguments,  that  have  been 
ufed  fliould  plead  for  another  hearing.  If  gentlemen  be  not  afraid  that  the 
public  mind  fliould  receive  conftitutional  truths  from  one  fide  of  the  houfe, 
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and  perceive  the  contemptible  Ihifts  of  the  other  fide,  they  will  not  oppofe 
the  motion.  There  is  not  a man  in  the  houfe,  but  knows  that  it  is  the  wilh 
of,  there  is  not  a man  but  knows,  that  the  nation  will  be  gratified ; that  the 
nation  will  carry  this  law  as  it  carried  the  odlennial  bill ; that  bill,  which  was 
debated  feffion  after  feffion,  but  which  at  laft  was  conceded  to  the  voice  of 
the  people. 

IMr.  Flood  afferted,  that  the  example  of  parliament  in  reconfidering  the 
abfentee  bill  was  a fufficient  precedent,  and  fliould  be  followed.  That  bill, 
he  faid,  had  been  reconfidered,  and  Mr.  Malone,  that  moft  experienced  fe- 
nator,  though  before  he  came  to  the  houfe,  he  had  declared  againft  the  pro- 
priety of  reconfideration,  yet  afterwards  made  a moll  animated  fpeech  in 
favour  of  it ; but  common  fenfe  (faj^s  he)  tells  us  we  iliould  feldom  confider 
any  fubjedt  fo  feldom  as  once  ; why  therefore,  fhould  we  ftifle  a matter  of 
Inch  importance  ? Do  gentlemen  think  that  fupprefling  the  evidence  of  truth 
will  give  content  ? Do  they  think  that  they  are  of  fo  much  confequence,  that 
their  mandate  will  quiet  the  people  ? I would,  faid  he,  fpeak  upon  this  fub- 
je6l  till  I fell  proftrate  upon  your  floor,  had  I any  hope  of  being  fuccefsful  ; 
but  if  what  has  already  been  ottered  fliould  fail  of  its  ettedt,  how  ttiall  I hope 
to  change  your  refolution  ? 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  melancholy  news  of  the  furrender  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s army  to  the  French  in  America,  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord)  Yelverton 
rofe  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  5th  of  December,  17S1,  and  thus 
addrefled  them. 

* “I  had  determined  this  day  to  bring  on  a motion,  which  I think  it  myin- 
difpenfable  duty,  at  a proper  time,  to  purfue  ; a motion  of  which  I will  never 
lofe  fight,  until  a mode  of  legiflation,  utterly  repugnant  to  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution  fliall  be  done  away ; but  the  melancholy  intelligence  received  from 
America  has,  for  the  prefent,  diverted  my  attention  from  that  objedl,  and 
turned  my  thoughts  into  another  train  ; and  I think  it  but  decent  to  defer 
the  confideration  of  Poyning’s  law,  and  for  the  prefent  devote  my  whole 

* 1 Pari.  Deb.  p.  124.  This  fpeech  of  Mr.  Yelverton  is  fo  fraught  with  true  patriotic  and  con- 
ftitutional  fpirit,  and  fo  pointedly  appropriate  to  tire  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  that  I cannot  for- 
bear calling  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  its  relevancy  to  the  then  as  well  as  fince  exifting  circum- 
fiances  of  Ireland. 
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faculties  to  the  momentous  fituation  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  Britifh 
empire. 

I have  always  looked  upon  the  true  in  tereft  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
as  infeparable,  and  I thank  Heaven  we  have  now  more  reafon  to  fay  fo  than 
ever.  Great  Britain  cannot  experience  a misfortune  which  we  fliall  not  feel. 
She  cannot  gain  an  advantage  which  we  fliall  not  partake.  It  would  then 
ill  become  the  approved  generofity  and  unfliaken  loyalty  of  the  Iridi  people, 
to  remain  in  filent  apathy,  or  fullen  infenfibility  on  fo  great  an  occahon,  when 
Britain,  furrounded  with'  enemies,  and  flruggling  with  magnanimity  againft  a 
warring  wmrld,  becomes  the  object  of  admiration  of  every  generous  mind.  But 
when,  as  Iriflimen,  we  confider  our  connexions  with  England,  what  ought 
to  be  our  feelings?  We  are  called  upon  to  teftify  our  affedion,  and  unalter- 
able attachment  to  that  country,  and  to  convince  foreign  nations  that  we  do 
not  defpair  of  the  common-wealth,  but  that  the  Britilh  empire  hill  has  pow'er 
and  refources  to  render  her  formidable  to  her  numerous  enemies,  and  to 
convince  them  that  the  difmemberment  die  has  fuffered,  has  only  ferved  to 
draw  the  remaining  parts  into  clofer  union  and  intereft. 

I will  therefore  move,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  liis  majefty, 
to  exprefs  our  unalterable  loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  majefty’s  royal  per- 
fon,  family,  and  government,  and  to  affure  his  majefty  that  in  the  prefent 
critical  fituation  of  affairs,  when  his  majefty’s  dominions  are  expofed  to  a 
powerful  and  dangerous  combination  of  enemies,  w'e  think  it  peculiarly  in- 
cumbent on  us  to  declare  our  warmed  zeal  for  the  honor  of  his  majefty’s 
crown,  and  our  mod  earned  w'iflies  for  the  Britifli  empire. 

That  confeious  that  our  intereds  are  become  infeparably  united  w'ith  thofe 
of  Great  Britain,  we  feel  that  the  events  of  war  involve  both  countries  in 
a common  calamity ; and  to  in  treat  his  inajedy  to  believe,  that  we  hold  it  to 
be  our  indifpenfable  duty,  as  it  is  our  mod  hearty  inclination,  cheerfully  to 
fupport  his  inajedy  to  the  utrnod  of  our  abilities,  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  can 
tend  to  defeat  the  confederacy  of  his  majedy’s  enemies,  and  to  redore  the 
bleffings  of  a lading  and  honorable  peace.” 

Seveial  friends  of  Mr.  Yelverton’s  conceiving,  that  his  motion  would  com- 
mit them  into  an  approbation  and  fupport  of  the  American  war,  on  that  ac- 
count alone  declined  fupporting  it : the  quedion  however  being  put,  the  mo- 
tion was  carried  by  a majority  of  1G7  agaiiid  37. 
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On  the  7 th  of  the  month  Mr.  Grattan  being  called  to  by  the  houfe,  rofe  to 
hate  to  them  the  financial  fituation  of  the  country ; but  previoufly  intrcated 
them  not  to  give  a Rake's  ear  to  a fubje6l  necetfary  for  their  confideration, 
though  painful  to  their  patience.  Your  debt,  faid  he,  including  annuities, 
is  2,667,6007. ; of  this  debt,  in  the  laft  fourteen  years,  you  have  borrowed 
above  1,900,000/.  in  the  laft  eight  years  above  1,500,000/.  and  in  the  laft  two 
years  910,090/.  I ftate  not  only  the  fa6l  of  your  debt,  but  the  progrefs  of 
your  accumulation,  to  ihew  the  rapid  mortality  of  your  diftemper,  the  ac- 
celerated velocity,  with  which  you  advance  to  ruin  ; and  if  the  queftion  ftood 
alone  on  this  ground,  )it  would  ftand  firm;  for  I muft  further  obferve,  that  if 
this  enormous  debt  be  the  debt  of  the  peace  eftablilhment,  not  accumulated 
by  diredling  the  artillery  of  your  arms  againft  a foreign  enemy,  but  by  di- 
ledling  the  artillery  of  your  treafury  againft  your  conftitution ; it  is  a debt 
of  patronage  and  proftitution. 

The  next  quantity  I fiiall  confider  is,  the  growth  of  your  expences  for  the 
laft  fourteen  years  ; I vdll  confider  all  your  expences,  that  you  may  fee  the 
whole  of  your  fituation  ; I will  confider  the  expences  of  colledting  the  re- 
.venue,  of  bounties,  of  eftablifiiments,  of  extraordinary  charges,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  public  debt ; and  I ftiy,  on  a comparative  view  of  expences  of 
two  years,  ending  Lady-Day,  1781,  the  increafe  in  the  latter  was  above 
550,000/.  a fum  aftonifiiing,  if  you  confider  that  the  whole  biennial  revenue 
and  eftate  of  the  nation  is  not  2,000,000/.  and  that  the  whole  additional  fup- 
•ply  is  not  520,000/.  fo  that  the  mere  increafe  of  national  .expence,  in  the 
courfe  of  fourteen  years,  has  exceeded  one  fourth  of  the  nation’s  eftate,  and 
the  whole  of  her  additional  duties.  Let  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  high  in 
office,  who  calls  thefe  expences  ordinary  expences,  who  calls  the  fupplying 
them  by  new  loans  the  ordinary  fupply,  juftify  this  enormous  increafe;  let 
him  prove,  that  the  fcale  of  the  expence  of  government  was  too  fmall  in 
4767;  let  him  ftiew  what  exertions  we  have  made  by  fea  or  land;  let  him 
produce  fome  nobler  monument  than  fecretaries  provided  for  by  Ireland,  or 
than  their  creatures  fatiated  by  Ireland,  or  their  fupporters  paid  by  Ireland, 
to  juftify  this  rapid  accumulation.  I can  produce  the  record  of  parliament,  to 
prove  that  in  1767,  you  thought  your  expences  too  great,  for  you  refufed  the 
firft  propofition  for  an  augmentation  in  1767,  and  gave  as  a reafon  that  you 
.were  then  overburthened,  and  in  1769,  you  complied  with  a fecond  applica- 
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tion,  upon  a promile  of  redu6lion,  which  promife  was  broken;  and  in  1771, 
you  refolved,  that  the  then  expences  of  government  ought  greatly  to  be  re- 
drelfed,  though  incomparably  lefs  than  at  prefent. 

I have  confidered  the  growth  of  your  expences,  I will  next  confider  the 
growth  of  your  revenues;  you  made  fince  17^7  two  efforts  to  raife  them, 
'one  in  1773,  when  you  granted  in  new  taxes  about  180,000/.  and  another  in 
the  laft  feffion,  when  you  granted  what  was  eftimated  at  near  300,000/.  for  the 
two  years,  but  in  our  experience  has  produced  fomething  lefs  than  50,000/. 

The  revenues  of  the  two  years  ending  1781,  including  loan  duties,  and 
aided  by  new  taxes,  have  produced  1,008,000/.  In  the  two  years  ending 
1767,  without  new  taxes,  the  revenues,  including  the  loan,  produced 
1,846,000/.  Increafe  of  revenue  in  the  two  years  ending  1781,  60,000/.  In- 
creafe  of  expences,  550,000/.  a fad  difproportion  this ! The  caufe  of  it  is 
obvious ; we  are  governed  by  a fucceffion  of  minilters,  who  have  no  intereft 
in  this  country,  but  that  of  raifmg  themfelves  from  thofe  beggarly  difficul- 
ties, to  which  they  reduce  the  king  and  kingdom.  I know  not  how  it  is, 
but  at  firft  we  are  charmed  with  them,  we  admire  their  alfedled  confequence, 
and  eafy  effrontery.  They  find  in  the  private  indulgence  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  country,  public  fupport ; the  nation  becomes  implicit,  and  from  a 
courfe  of  bad  and  profufe  policy,  is  periodically  convulfed ; we  were  fo  in 
1779,  from  diftrcfs,  the  effedt  of  our  bad  'policy,  became  for  that  time 
virtuous.  I fpeak  of  the  feflion  of  1779,  with  diffidence,  becaufe  I had 
fome  diare  in  its  proceedings  : I fliall  therefore  only  give  it  negative  praife. 
I will  fay  of  the  early  part  of  that  feffion,  that  no  man  then  talked  of  the 
public  with  contempt,  nor  of  liberty  as  a matter  of  fpeculation,  nor  did  gen- 
tlemen of  property  affect  to  join  government  in  the  putting  a negative  on  all 
■conftitutional  queftions.  The  fecretary  at  that  time  left  parliament  to  itfelf, 
and  the  people  to  themfelves  ; he  did  not  penfion  a prefs  to  write  againft  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjeft ; he  did  not  connedl  himfelf  with  libellers,  nor  was  he 
himfelf  atraducer  of  men  ; he  could  neither  corrupt  nor  anfwer,  nor  did  he 
take  into  his  venal  hand  a lifelefs  pen  to  propagate  the  poifon  of  his  profti- 
tute  principles ; but  fuch  times  arc  over,  we  are  now  more  aiiflocratic  and 
abjc6t,  and  we  argue  on  public  fubjedts,  as  we  did  before  on  the  freedom  of 
our  trade,  with  the  fame  confidence  and  indifference. 

I have  Rated  the  growth  of  your  expence  and  your  revenuGs.  I will  Rate 
the  excefs  of  the  latter,  it  is  484,000/.  in  the  two  laft  years : how  will  you 
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fupply  fiich  a deficiency  ? Not  by  borrowing  feffion  after  feffion  on  lotteries 
and  loans,  nor  by  adding  to  your  taxes,  for  then  you  muft  nearly  double 
your  additional  duties,  which  are  little  more  than  the  deficiency.  Nor  can 
you  wait  until  the  increafe  of  population  and  manufactures,  which  certainK 
will  increafe,  but  will  not  increafe  with  a rapidity  fufficient  to  fupply  the  bien- 
nial deficiency  of  484,000/. 

It  was  faid  in  a former  debate,  that  we  were  adecjuate  to  our  prefent  ex- 
pence ; and  we  were  taught  to  believe,  that  the  ability  of  the  nation  had  in 
the  laft  year  greatly  increafed.  I deny  the  fa6t : on  examining  the  exports 
of  the  man ufa6tures  of  cotton,  woollen,  and  linen,  we  fliall  find  the  exports 
of  the  two  former  have  been  next  to  nothing,  and  the  export  of  the  latter 
greatly  declined  ; and  on  examining  the  import  of  cotton  and  woollen,  we 
find  the  increafe  prodigious  ; and  on  the  whole  1 do  fay,  that  the  year  1781 
was  above  half  a million  in  thefe  very  articles  lefs  in  your  favor,  than  in  the 
year  1780,  fo  much  better  was  the  non-confumption  agreement  than  the 
free  trade  hitherto  has  been.  The  gentleman,  and  particularly  one  Right 
Hon.  gentleman,  has  mif-ftated  our  (late  of  commerce,  but  he  has  been  much 
more  inaccurate  in  the  ftate  of  our  revenue  ; for  I remember  in  the  laft  fef- 
fion, he  ftated  the  new  taxes  as  adequate  to  produce  260,000/.  in  the  two 
years,  but  in  the  experiment,  they  have  not  produced  50,000/.  He  ftated 
the  new  tax  on  fugars  at  55,000/.  a year,  Avhich  tax  has  not  produced  more 
than  20,000/.  He  ftated  the  tax  on  wine  at  double  the  produce.  He  ftated 
the  old  revenues  at  100,000/.  a year  more  than  the  produce.  He  ftated  a fay- 
ing under  the  heads  of  penfions  and  of  exceedings,  and  alfoa  new  revenue  by 
the  eftablifliment  of  a poft-office  under  our  own  law.  This  promiicd  faving, 
and  this  poft-office,  would  have  amounted  to  00,000/.  which  is  a greater  pro- 
duce than  all  his  taxes  ; and  to  fhew  how  apt  the  moll  intelligent  man  is  to 
be  deceived  in  a miniflerial  fituation,  when  he  fpeaks  on  the  fubjedl  of  re- 
venue, I will  ftate  a very  remarkable  tranfadtion  which  relates  to  the  Right 
Hon.  gentleman  in  Lord  Buckinghamfiiire’s  adminiftration,  in  1777-  Amo- 
tion was  made  to  refolve,  that  in  every  feffion  of  the  prefent  reign,  we  had 
added  to  the  public  debt ; the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  voted  for  the  refo- 
lution,  and  gave  this  reafon,  “ that  Lord  Buckinghamfhire’s  adminiftration 
“ fhould  be  contrafted  with  his  predeceflbrs,  who  had  added  to  the  public 
“ debt,”  inafmuch  as  under  Lord  Buckinghamfiiire  the  pradice  of  accu- 
mulating debt  was  to  ceafe ; but  in  the  enfuing  March  we  borronred  300,000/ 
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and  in  the  next  feffion  6]  0,000/.*  I Rate  thefe  things,  not  to  refle/il  on  the 
right  honorable  member,  but  to  Riew  his  fallibility  on  the  fubjecds  of  trade 
and  revenue. 

I hav'e  Rated  your  expences  as  exceeding  your  income,  484,000/.  and  as 
having  increafed  in  fourteen  years  above  half  a million.  As  to  the  applica- 
tion of  your  money,  I am  aRiamed  to  Rate  it:  let  the  miniRer  defend  it;  let 
him  defend  tlie  fcandal  of  giving  penfions,  directly  or  indire6lly,  to  the  firft 
of  the  nobility,  with  as  little  honor  to  them  who  receive,  as  to  the  king  who 
gives.  Let  him  defend  the  minute  corruption,  which  in  fmall  bribes  and  an- 
nuities, leaves  honorable  gentlemen  poor,  Avhile  it  makes  them  dependent. 
Wlien  you  go  into  the  committee,  you  will  find  abundance  of  matter;  the 
biennial  charge  of  barracks,  equal  to  the  lodging  money  of  the  army,  and  you 
will  find  the  refident  army  not  more  than  nine  thouland,  though  Rated  at 
fome  thoufands  more  : you  Avill  find  wafte  as  well  as  corruption  ; you  will  find 
the  mere  expence  of  furnifiiing  the  Caftle,  ridiculoufly  extravagant : but  I 
Riould  be  afliamed  to  enter  minutely  into  thefe  items  ; let  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed. He  adverted  to  the  late  adminiftration,  and  the  promife  of  Sir 
Richard  Heron,  not  to  add  or  fupply  a penfion,  which  promife  had  been 
broken.  He  addreffed  himfelf  to  IMr.  Eden  and  jMr.  FoRer,  to  warn  them 
againft  expenfive  meafures,  and  from  falfely  eftimating  the  abilities  of  the  na- 
tion ; he  inveighed  Rrongly  agaiiiR  every  fpecies  of  expence  and  venality,  of 
unaccountable  wafte,  and  ill-dire6ted  profufion  ; and  moved  that  a committee 
Ihould  be  appointed  to  examine  the  expences  of  the  nation,  and  to  confider 
of  Rich  retrenchments  as  Riould  feem  ncceffary. 

Mr.  FoRcr  faid,  that  unprepared  as  he  was,  he  was  able  to  refute  every  pofition 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  adduced:  he  obferved  Mr.  Grattan  had  taken  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  and  compared  it  ivith  a period  of  ivar.  From  Rich 
a comparilbnno  inference  could  be  drawn,  which  could  be  fair  or  conclufive. 
He  faid,  thataflTerting  they  had  borrowed  010,000/.  in  two  5^ears,  was  uncandid, 
for  that  Rim  was  to  anfwer  the  expences  of  at  leaft  four  years,  and  in  fome 
meafure,  of  fix  years.  That  the  manner  of  Rating  the  expences  in  1767,  and 
in  1781,  had  been  uncandid;  for  the  whole  aggregate  charge  of,  including 
bounties,  &c.  and  loan  intereR,  had  been  Rated  as  the  expcnce  of  govern- 
ment; whereas  the  payment  of  bounties,  &c.  (which  were  granted  by  parlia- 
ment), the  government  could  not  control,  and  the  intereft  of  the  loans  the 
parliament  could  not  diniiniRi.  Now,  faid  he,  the  bounties  in  two  years,  ending 
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Lady-clay,  1/157,  amounted  to  about  34,000/.  whereas  the  bounties  in  two 
years,  ending  Lady-day,  1781,  produced  200,000/.  ; and  if  we  further  dec! udl: 
from  our  prefent  expences,  the  falaries  of  the  vice-treafurers,  and  clerk  of  the 
pells,  amounting  to  near  30,000/.  in  two  years,  which  were  not  on  the  cfta- 
blifliment  in  17^7,  and  for  which  they  gave  up  their  fees  in  favour  of  the 
public,  the  increafe  of  our  expences  will  not  appear  very  enormous,  if  we  con- 
fider  how  much  the  nation  has  rifen  in  confequence,  and  that  we  are  in  a ftate 
of  war.  He  faid,  there  were  other  errors  in  Mr.  Grattan’s  account,  and  that 
the  increafe  of  our  expences  was  by  no  means  alarming,  or  fo  extraordinary 
as  had  been  reprefented.  That  the  expences  of  government  were  not  greater 
in  the  laft  two  years,  than  in  the  two  years  ending  Lady-day,  1777  ; and  that 
they  were  lefs  than  in  the  two  years  ending  Lady-day,  1779,  by  a confiderable 
fum.  He  faid,  if  Mr.  Grattan  had  been  candid,  he  would  have  taken  two 
periods  of  war,  but  that  he  had  declined  ; he  would  therefore  hate  the  ex- 
pences of  government  in  the  two  years  of  the  laft  war,  ending  Lady-day, 

1 763  : the  civil  and  military  lift,  and  extraordinary  charges,  amounted  at  that 
period  to  1,679,043/. — the  civil  and  military  lift,  and  extraordinary  charges  in 
the  laft  two  years,  amounted  to  1,683,162/.  ; the  excefs  in  the  laft  two  years 
is  therefore  only  4,119/.  a fum,  which  he  thought  could  not  juftly  alarm  the 
nation : 4000/.  increafe  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years  ! 

He  then  adverted  to  Mr,  Grattan’s  aflertions,  refpedling  the  taxes  he  had’ 
propofed  in  1779-  The  honorable  gentleman  had  faid,  he  had  eftimated  the 
taxes  at  130,000/.  a year,  and  that  they  had  produced  only  50,000/,  in  the  two 
years,  ending  Lady-day,  178I.  What  kind  of  argument  was  this,  to  fay  they 
had  produced  only  50,000/.  in  two  years,  when  they  had  been  in  operation^ 
only  nine  months  ? He  had,  as  it  was  fair  to  do,  eftimated  the  taxes  on  an 
average  produce  of  the  fix  laft  years,  and  in  fome  his  calculation  had  proved 
true.  He  could  not  have  divined  that  the  fugar  bills  would  have  combined 
and  ceafed  working,  in  hopes  of  monopoly  ; nor  have  divined  the  lofs  of  the 
Weft-India  fleets,  the  capture  of  our  iflands,  the  danger  of  navigation  from 
the  war,  and  the  increafed  price  of  the  commodity.  He  fhould  have  calculated 
otherwife.  Refpedling  thepoft  office,  he  never  propofed  it  as  an  adlual  fund  : 
but  as  an  Irilh  poft  office  was  then  in  contemplation,  he  thought  it  better  that 
the  kingdom  fhould  reft  in  the  hopes  of  fuch  a fund,  than  lay  duties  in  the 
place  of  it,  which  might  be  unneceflary. 
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What  the  honorable  gentleman  has  faid  refpe6iing  the  balance  of  trade, 
would  really  alarm  him  if  it  were  true.  (Mr.  Grattan  faid,  he  confined  himfelf 
to  the  articles  of  linen,  cotton,  and  wool.)  Mr.  Fofter  proceeded.  The 
balance  of  trade  mull  be  taken  upon  the  whole  of  our  trade.  We  never  have 
had  fuch  large  exports  of  beef  as  of  late  ; thofe  of  pork  had  been  incredible. 
If  their  linen  market  were  bad  laft  year,  the  markets  of  the  prefent  year  were 
uncommonly  good.;  and  in  the  firft  year-of  our  free  trade,  they  had  exported 
woollen  goods  to  the  value  of 400, 00/.'  Who  could  think  that,  under  thefe  cir-- 
cumftances,  the  balance  of  our  trade  had  declined  ? (IMr.  Grattan  here  inter- 
rupted Mr.  Fofter,  and  faid,  I admit  that  the  nation  isrifing  faft  to  profperity, 
if  minifters  do  not  opprefs  her.)  Mr.  Fofter  gave  other  advantageous  views  of 
the  fituatioii  both  of  the  expences  and  revenues ; and  he  concluded  by  faying, 
that  as  he  had  refuted  every  pofition  Mr.  Grattan  had  adduced,  as  reafonsfor 
going  into  a committee;  and  as  he  faw  no  one  of  any  kind,  which  could  in- 
duce him  to  think  a committee  n.eceflary,,  he  fliould  oppofe  this  motion. 
In  afierting  the  neceftity  of  (economy,  he  laid  he  had  ever  been,  and  ever- 
ftiould  be,  its  warmeft  advocate. 

Mr.  Eden  obferved,  that  an  encpiiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  public  expences, 
■would  Ihew  he  was  ufmg  his  heft  induftry  and  exertions  to  promote  an  efficient- 
eolleftion  of  the  revenue,  and  to  prevent  improper  expenditure.  He  would  not- 
however  admit  a propofition  refting  upon  alfertions  - of  public  poverty,  which- 
w^as  not  felt,  upon  abufes,  -srhich  did  not  exift ; and  upon  charges  employed- 
againft  the  late  adminiftration,  which  deferved  and  poft’elfed  the  grateful  re- 
gards of  that  kingdom.  With  rofpedt  to  the  biennial  accounts  of  1767, 
which  had  been  compared  "Nvith  the  bienniah  accounts  for  1781,  in  order  to  • 
ftiew  an  exceeding  in  tlie  latter  to  the  amount  of  520,000/.  he  faid,  that' 
when  proper  dedudtions  were  made  for- the  parliamentary  bounties,  the  loan 
duties,  the  vice  treafurer’s  falaries,  and  the  abfentee  taxes,  the  exceeding-  was 
lefs  than  100,0001,  which  was  matter  of  fa<5t,  not  of  calculation : and  it  fliould 
be  alfo  recollected,  that  the  latter  being  a period  of  war,  muft  neceftarily  be 
attended  with  various  ex]ienGes,  from  which  the  former  period  was  exempt. 
With  regard  to  the  Portugal  bufinefs,- which  had  been  incidentally  mentioned 
as  decided,  Mr.  Eden  faid,.  that  it  was  not  yet  brought  to  a coiiclufion,  but 
had  every  appearance  of  ending  in  the  inoft  fatisfaCtory  manner.  At  twelve 
o’clock  the  houfe  divided  upon  Mr.  Grattan’s  motion;  when  there  were  65  • 
for  it,  and  14a.againft  it. 
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On  tlie  11th  of  December,  1781,  *Mr.  Flood  entered  upon  the  important 
fubjeft  of  Poyning’s  law,  Avith  great  erudition  and  eloquence.  He  faid,  that 
it  was  highly  unconftitutional  for  any  of  the  three  eftates,  king,  lords,  or  com- 
mons, to  intrench  upon  the  privileges  of  either  of  the  other;  that  each  had 
its  feparate  and  diftin6t  province.  The  deliberative  authority  of  the  ftate  rett- 
ing with  the  houfes  of  lords  and  commons,  the  executiv'e  with  the  king.  That 
the  conftitution  had  invefted  the  two  houfes  with  the  deliberative  authority  of 
propounding  and  framing  laws,  by  which  the  people  were  to  be  governed,  be- 
caufe  they  themfelves  were  the  people’s  reprefentatives,  and  had  given  the 
king  only  a negative  on  the  laws  when  propofed,  becaufehe  vv^as  the  executive 
officer,  and  had  no  occafion  for  any  right  of  interference  in  the  bufmefs  of  le- 
giflation,  but  juft  fo  much  as  w^as  necefl’ary  to  defend  his  own  prerogative  from 
the  encroachments  of  the  other  eftates,  vvdiich  he  was  fufficiently  enabled  to 
do,  from  a powder  of  negativing  any  law  which  he  thought  might  be  injurious 
to  that  prerogative.  But  this,  which  was  the  beauty  and  ftrength  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  conftitution,  and  to  which  the  people  of  Ireland  were  fully  entitled,  as 
participating  in  that  conftitution,  had  been  wrefted  from  them,  not  by  the  act 
of  the  10th  of  Henry  the  Vllth,  commonly  called  Poynings’  law,  nor  by  the 
explanatory  acls  of  Philip  and  Mary,  but  by  the  corrui)t  and  vicious  con- 
ftru6lion  and  interpretation  given  to  thofe  a6ts,  by  the  twelve  judges  of  Eng- 
land, but  more  efpecially  by  the  decifion  of  nine  judges  of  Ireland,  whofe  names 
that  decifion  had  configned  to  everlafting  infamy.  Yet  corrupt  and  venal  as 
that  decifion  was,  there  were  two  fubfequent  authorities  generally  urged  in 
fupport  of  this  falfe  conftru6lion  of  the  law,  that  went  further  than  even  the 
judges  had  ventured  to  go.  Here,  he  obferved,  that  the  reigns  antecedent  to 
the  coming  of  the  family  of  Stuart,  had  produced  the  vv^orft  precedents  for 
the  Englilh,  and  the  reigns  fince  the  vv'orft  for  the  Irifti  conftitution.  The 
firft  warp  and  perverfion  was  given  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  who  came  from 
the  throne  of  Scotland,  to  that  of  England  and  Ireland,  filled  with  Scottilh 
prejudices,  and  entertaining  a very  exalted  notion,  indeed,  of  royal  preroga- 
tive. In  very  early  times  the  Scottifli  parliaments  enjoyed  the  full  power  of 
ena6ling  all  laws;  the  king  only  put  them  in  execution,  but  had  not  even  a 

* Pari.  Debates,  p.  153.  Mr.  Flood’s  Ipeech  on  this  important  law  to  Ireland,  is  a moft  folid 
and  explicit  ftatement  of  the  nature,  fpirit  and  operation  of  it ; and  the  beft  hiftorical  clue  to  the  de- 
velopement  of  the  many  political  manoeuvres  carried  on  under  its  fanftion. 
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negative  on  their  paffing.  This  was  much  lefs  power  than  a king  ought  to 
have;  and  in  time  the  Scottilli  kings  contrived  to  acquire  more;  for  at  the 
period  that  parliament  enjoyed  this  plenitude  of  pov'er,  attendance  on  public 
bufinefs  was  thought  a very  great  hardfliip.  There  are  many  intlances  of 
boroughs,  &c.  praying  to  be  eafed  of  the  burden  of  fending  reprefentatives. 
This  relublance  and  difinclination  to  attend,  gave  rife  to  an  alteration  in  the 
conftitution  ; for  in  order,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  eafe  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment, that  their  term  of  attendance  might  be  fliortened,  and  that  they  might 
only  have  to  decide  upon  fuch  laws  as  were  to  be  paffed,  a committee  was 
feledted  under  the  name  of  Lords  of  Articles.  The  office  of  this  committee, 
was  to  prepare  all  the  laws,  which  the  parliament  was  to  pafs,  confequently  it 
became  an  objedl  of  great  importance  to  the  Scottilli  kings  to  have  the  felec- 
ting  of  the  perfons,  who  were  to  fit  in  this  committee ; and  this  objedl  they 
found  means  to  attain.  Then  began  that  favorite  dodtrine,  “ that  the  par- 
“ liament  could  not  take  any  matter  into  confideration  till  it  had  been  pro- 
“ pounded  on  the  part  of  the  crown;”  and  though  in  the  worft  times,  it  was 
never  fully  obeyed,  fo  as  to  make  the  king  abfolute  mailer  of  the  parliament, 
yet  the  power  acquired  by  the  king  in  nominating  the  Lords  of  Articles,  put 
the  parliament  down  as  much  below  its  natural  dignity,  as  the  king  had  for- 
merly been.  King  James  attempted  to  introduce  this  practice  into  Ireland, 
and  with  but  too  much  fuccefs;  for  when  fome  oppofition  was  made  to  it  in 
parliament,  he  fent  over  for  a committee  of  the  members,  -whom  he  ordered 
to  attend  him  in  England,  and  having  ledlured  them  upon  the  fublime  autho- 
rity ot  kings,  and  the  niyficrions  art  of  Icgiflation ; and  having  informed 
them,  that  it  ivasa  fubjecl  above  the  capacity  of  parliament,  thofe  gentlemen 
came  home  muclrbetter  courtiers  than  they  went,  and  confented  to  a refolu- 
tion  foon  after  propofed,  “ that  parliaments  were  but  humble  remembrancers 
“ to  his  rnajefty,”  Another  attempt  was  made  to  diveft  parliament  of  their 
authority,  which,  indeed,  had  no  weight  as  a precedent,  being  under  the 
infamous  adminillration  ot  Lord  Stratford.  The  Lords  of  Ireland  he  had 
reduced  fo  low,  as  to  make  their  own  journals  the  record  of  their  lliame;  and 
the  (Commons,  (whom  at  his  full  coming  he  had  called  together,  and  from 
whom  he  had  demanded  a lupply,)  pleading  the  poverty  and  inability  of  the 
nation,  he  told  them;  that  he  flood  therein  theperfon  of  the  king,  not  to  fup- 
plicate,  but  demand  his  right ; and  if  it  were  refufed,  he  would  think  himfelf 
bound  to  ufe  the  army  to  enforce  it.  Mr.  Flood  then  went  back  to  an  early 

period 


652 


AN  HISTORICAL  RLVIEW 


period  of  the  Engllfli  hiftoiy,  and  proved  the  manner  of  originating  laws  in 
parliament,  on  Avhich  the  king  had  only  a negative,  and  that  even'during  the 
molt  defpotic  reigns,  till  the  pernicious  principles  brought  in  by  the  Stuarts, 
were  attempted  to  be  enforced  againft  the  people’s  rights^';  and  the  unfortu- 
nate Charles  fell  a vi6tim  to  his  own  ambition;  as  did  Lord  Strafford  to  the 
corrupt  and  tyrannic  difpofition,  which  influenced  his  conduft  in  Ireland. 

He  then  returned  to  the  law  of  Poynings  itfelf,  part  of  which  he  read,  to 
fliew,  that  it  was  never  intended  to  take  away  the  right  of  the  parliament,  but 
merely  to  prevent  the  governors  of  Ireland  from  giving  the  royal  affent  to 
laws,  that  might  be  injurious  to 'the  king.  That  during  the  civil  wars  of 
York  and  Lancafter,  ^this  had  frequently  happened  : that  the  adherents  of  the 
York  family  v'ere^ numerous  in  Ireland,  having  been. planted  there  chiefly  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  who  fent  the  Duke  of  York,  with  great  power  and 
great  revenue,  to  govern  the  kingdom  for  no  lefs  than -ten  years,  during  vdiich 
time,  and  afterwards,  it  became  an  afylum  to  the  partizans  of  that  houfe. 
That  Lord  Gormanftown,  who  preceded  Poynings,  had  given  great  caufe  for 
.fufpicion;  nay,  it  was  even  thought,  that  when  Symnel  was  ^crowned  in 
^Dublin,  if  there  had  been  a parliament  fitting,  that  parliament  would  have 
acknowledged  him  as  rightful  king.  That  voyages  between  England  and 
Ireland  in  thofe  days,  were  much  lefs  frequent  than  between  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica at  prefent,  confequcntly  many  things  happened  there,  that  were  not 
.known  till  long  after  in  England,  for  which  reafon,  Henry  VII.  who  derived 
his  right  from  the  houfe  of  Lancafter,  when  he  chofe  that  trufty  fervant,  Poy- 
nings, to  be  his  deputy  in  Ireland,  .though  he  had  the  utmoft  reliance  on  his 
'fidelity,  yet  would  not  entruft  even  him  with  the  power  of  giving  the  royal 
alfent  to  laws,  till  they  had  been  notified  to  the  king  himfelf  in  England,  un- 
.derthe  fan6tion  of  the  great  feal  of  Ireland;  but,  that  this  was  confidered 
only  as  a reftraint  on  the  governor,  not  on  the  parliament,  of  Ireland;  which, 
■by  making  authentic  records,  he  proved  had  been  the  conftant  pra<5tice  of  ori- 
ginating fuch  bills  as  .they  thought  proper,  and  fending  them  engroffed  on 
.parchment,  fometimesdhrough  the  viceroy,  fometimes  by  fpecial  meffenger-s 
of  their  own,  to  receive  the.royal  aflbnt.  He  alfo  produced  the  evidence  of 
•the  parliamentary  roll,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  to  confirm  this  opinion,  and 
to  Ihew  the  fentiments  the  parliament  then  entertained  of  the  law  of  Poy- 
uiings  by  the  relu6lance,  with  which  they  confented  to  a temporary  fufpenfion 
of  its  effe6ls  in  favour  of  Lord  Sydney,  and  the  great  compliment  they  paid 
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' that  nobleman  in  the  words  of  tliat  confent.  From  this  lie  inferred,  that 
parliament  had  confidered  tliis  as  a popnlar  law,  guarding  the  nation  againd 
evil  governors,  but  in  no  wife  redraining  the  power  of  either  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment. He  faid,  that  a very  unjuft  ftigma  had,  therefore,  been  affixed  to  the 
name  of  Poynings,  who  was  an  able  and  upright  governor,  and  from  whole 
adminidration  that  kingdom  had  derived  the  greateft  advantages,  and  whofe 
laws  were  intended  for  its  defence,  till  perverted  by  the  corrupt  opinions  of 
the  Judges.  It  Avas  no  wonder,  that  people  had  received  an  ill  impreffion  of 
the  law  of  Poynings,  as  the  very  text  of  that  law  had  been  falfified  by  thofe, 
who  had  the  charge  of  its  publication  : for  indead  of  faying  that  the  imperial 
crown  of  Ireland  was  infeparably  annexed,  and  uppejidoit  to  the  imperial 
crown  of  England  ; they  had  ufed  the  words,  dependent  on,  the  mod  invidious 
perverfion  that  could  poffibly  be  introduced.  Lord  Bacon,  who  wrote  the 
hidory  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  who  particularly  mentioned  Poynings, 
would  not  have  let  fo  great  a matter,  as  a total  inverfion  of  our  conditution, 
pafs  by  the  accuracy  of  his  penetrating  genius.  He  mentions  the  law  of 
Poynings,  indeed,  but  not  this  law.  He  fays  of  Poynings,  “ But  in  parlia- 
ment  he  did  endeavour  to  make  amends  for  the  meagrenefs  of  his  fervice  in 
‘‘  the  war,  for  there  was  made  that  memorable  adt,  called  Poynings’  Adt,”  (not 
the  acl  they  were  then  debating  on)  but  that  “ whereby  all  the  datutes  of  Eng- 
“ land  were  made  to  be  of  force  in  Ireland,  for  before”  (fays  Lord  Bacon) 
“ thdy  ■were  not,  neither  were  any  fo  that  had  been  made  in  England  fince.” 

It  was  aftonifliing,  that  the  law  of  Poynings'  ffiould  ever  have  received  fuch 
a falfe  and  vicious  interpretation.  Its  meaning  could  not  be  underdood  at 
the  diftance  of  three  hundred  years,  better  than  by  the  people,  in  wdiofe  days  it 
Avas  paffed,  or  thofe  who  fucceeded  for  an  hundred  years  after.  By  them  it 
Avas  confidered  as  a boon  and  a faA^or ; but  its  operation  now  deftroyed  the 
conditution  of  Ireland  ; that  conditution,  Avhich  growing  on  the  fame  dem 
with  the  conditution  of  Britain,  it  AV'as  formed  to  protect.  The  law  Avas  not  in 
fault;  the  vile  interpreter  only  was  to  blame.  An  inter])reter  placed  between 
the  king  and  people:  a monder  unknown  to  the  conditution,  Avhofe  office 
Avas  to  ftifle  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  to  prevent  the  king  from  hearing ; to 
render  the  people  dumb,  and  the  king  deaf.  He  would  therefore,  in  oitlerto 
redorc  the  conditution  to  its  native  vigour,  and  to  obviate  the  evil  effedls  of 
mifinterpretation,  move  two  refolutions,  the  fird  of  Avhich  he  then  propofed, 
viz. — 
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“ That  a committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  precedents  and  records 
“ that  day  produced,  and  fuch  others  as  might  be  neceffary  to  explain  the 
“ law  of  Poynings.” 

If  this  were  granted,  he  would  follow  it  with  another,  to  declare  from  the 
report  of  that  committee,  what  the  law  of  Poynings,  and  what  the  conftitu- 
tlon  of  that  country  adually  were. 

The  Provolt  anfwered  Mr.  Flood  in  a very  learned  and  temperate  fpeech^ 
but  infilled  chiefly  on  the  advantages  of  that  law  having  been  fo  long  prac- 
tifed,  not  only  without  abufe  on  the  part  of  England,  but  infinitely  to  the- 
benefit  of  Ireland.  He  confidered  it  a great  bleffing  to  his  country,  to  be 
united  to  England  by  three  bands  : the  law  of  Poynings,  as  explained  by  the 
llatute  of  Philip  and  Mary,  united  the  conftitution  of  both  realms  : the  llatute 
of  Henry  VIII.  united  the  regal  crowns  of  both  realms  : and  the  practice  of 
appeals,  united  the  jurifprudence  of  both  realms.  The  attorney-general  op- 
pofed  the  refolution  with  more  than  his  ufual  vehemence.  At  a late  hour  Miv 
Flood’s  refolution  was  negatived,  by  a majority  of  ISQ  againll  67. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  from  the  time  the  public  mind  had  expanded 
itfelf  fo  largely  to  the  contemplation  of  civil  freedom,  little  had  been  attempted 
to  be  done  for  the  great  mafs  of  the  Irilh  people,  who  were  Roman  Catholics^ 
The  neceffary  effe6l  of  the  Proteftants  and  Catholics  uniting  in  the  common 
purfuit  of  national  freedom  and  independence,  was,  that  ancient  prejudices^ 

wore 

'*  It  may  be  imagined  by  feme,  that  religious  prejudices  had  long  ere  this  time  been  eradicated 
from  Ireland,  as  well  as  from  raofl  other  countries  of  Europe.  The  exiftence  of  the  unnatural  and 
ferocious  code  of  popery  laws  at  this  time  almofl:  in  their  whole  extent,  proves  the  reverfe  : and 
although  the  increafing  liberality  of  the  higher  orders  had  for  fome  time,  particularly  under  the 
happy  I'eign  of  a moft  mild  and  indulgent  monarch,  greatly  difcountenanced  the  rigorous  execution 
of  thofe  laws  : yet  the  general  habits  of  education,  and  the  ftill  more  powerful  workings  of  felf-in- 
tereft,  had,  for  more  than  a century,  fown,  fed,  and  foftered,  fear  and  hatred,  rather  than  unanimity^ 
atfe£tion,  and  charity,  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  that  unfortunate  country.  The  legiflative  code  of 
laws,  religious  and  civil  inftitutions,  annual  exhortations  from  the  pulpits,  daily  catechiftical  in- 
Itruftions  at  fchool  and  at  home,  taught  Proteftants  of  every  denomination  from  their  earlieft 
youth,  to  underftand  the  terms  Popery  and  Papijls,  as  terms  of  enmity,  reproach,  contempt,  guilt, 
horror  and  deteftation.  The  wonder  is,  that  thefe  firft  impreflions,  inculcated  into  the  pliancy  of 
youth,  as  civil  and  religious  duties,  fliould,  at  any  period  of  life,  wear  out  or  be  laid  afide  j more 
efpecially  in  a country,  where,  it  is  painful  to  avow,  the  flighteft  elevation  above  the  lower  order  of 
the  community,  has  at  all  times  been  attended  with  an  unwarrantable  fpirit  of  tyrannical  domina- 
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wore  out,  familiarity  bred  confidence,  and  patriotifm  diffufed  a general  ardor 
for  the  emancipation  of  every  loyal  Iriflnnan,  that  fuflfered  hardlhip,  oppref- 
fion,  or  fervitude.  A fpirit  of  religious  toleration  pervaded  every  rank  of 
thofe,  who  had  enlifted  under  the  banners  of  civil  freedom,  and  Irifii  inde- 
pendence ; and  as  many  had  engaged  in  that  caufe,  as  commanded  the  means 
of  arming  and  equipping  themfelves  for  the  rank  of  volunteers. 

Mr.  Luke  Gardiuer  (afterwards  Lord  Mountjoy),  who  had  lately  returned 
from  his  travels  on  the  continent,  had  often  lamented,  that  Ireland  was  the 
moft  intolerant  country  in  all  Europe,  which  he  confidered  as  a high  difgrace 
to  the  reformed  religion.  *On  the  1 3th  of  December,  176L  a converfation 
took  place  on  the  heads  of  a bill  for  giving  further  relief  to  his  majefty’s  fub- 
jefts  of  Ireland  profefling  tlie  Roman  Catholic  religion,  when  Mr.  Gardiner 
faid,  that  he  was  taking  the  utmoft  pains  to  bring  it  forward  in  fuch  a fhape, 
as  he  hoped  would  render  it  acceptable  to  every  gentleman  in  the  houfe,  as 
in  a cafe  of  fuch  great  importance  unanimity  was  earneftly  to  be  defired. 

Sir  Richard  Johnfon  declared  he  would  oppofe  any  bill  by  which  Pa- 
pifts  were  permitted  to  carry  arms.  It  was  a matter,  in  which  the  nation  was 
deeply  concerned,  and  it  was  too  late  in  the  fefiTion  properly  to  confider  it. 

The  attorney  general  (Scott)  found  the  fubjed  fo  conneded  with  religion, 
with  intereft,  with  prejudice,  with  all  the  moft  inflammable  paflions  of  the 

tion  and  defpotic  rule  over  their  fellow  creatures.  It  is  the  keeneft  policy  of  perverted  man,  from 
Mahomet  to  Machiavel,  to  render  facred  the  maxims,  that  are  moft  congenial. with  the  vicious  in- 
clinations of  thofe,  on  whom  they  are  meant  to  operate,  as  meritorious  fervices,  or  obligatory  duties. 
Through  the  greateft  part  of  Ireland,  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  people  were  Catholics  ; they  were  there- 
fore not  only  fubjeft  to  the  native  defpotifm  of  their  fuperiors  in  rank,  but  the  privileges  of  tlie 
Proteftant  afcendancy  bore  heavy  upon  them,  from  the  peer  to  the  fquire,  and  down  through  every 
gradation  of  trade  and  mechanics  to  the  forty  ihilling  freeholder  or  common  foldier.  The  national 
luft  for  rule  was  fhamefully  encouraged  by  abufe  j and  impunity,  for  moft  mifdemeanors  and  afi- 
faults  againft  Papifts,  was  generally  and  in  pradtice  confidered  as  a part  of  the  privilege  of  the  afcen- 
dancy. Long  after  the  fenate  had  ceafed  to  call  and  treat  the  Catholic  as  a common  enemy,  was 
the  term  PopiPi  retained  in  the  country  by  the  fquirearchy  and  other  abufers  of  their  rank  and  for- 
tune in  fociety  as  the  head  of  the  climax  of  contempt,  contumely,  and  indignation.  This  is  not 
faid  ad  invidiam,  but  to  convince  the  moft  numerous  part  of  the  Irifti  nation,  that  they  receive  by 
the  Union  the  incalculable  bletfing  of  feeing  that  much  abufed  afcendancy  removed,  and  them- 
felves  raifed  to  a level  with  their  neighbours  in  focial  life.  The  hiftorian  is  not  entitled  to  claim 
credit  for  general  aftertion  upon  long  paft  fadls : and  to  prove  modern  abufes  particuhar  charges  is 
too  ungracious  a talk  for  him  to  attempt.  Experienda  doceat. 

1 Pari.  Deb.  p.  t75. 
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human  bread,  that  it  ought  to  be  fpoken  of  with  the  utmoft  coolnefs  and 
moderation  ; that  it  was  necelfary,  in  the  prefent  temper  of  affairs,  to  ufe 
fuch  means  as  would  conciliate  and  draw  together  in  clofeft  union,  the  minds 
of  all  their  fellow  fubjefls,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  houfe  would  manifelt 
the  greatell  unanimity  on  the  fubjedt. 

]\Ir.  Fitzgibbon  animadverted  upon  the  inconfiftency  of  the  laws,  and  re- 
commended one  well-digefted  law  on  the  fubjedt,  adding,  that  fomething 
ought  to  be  done  for  the  relief  of  fo  great  a part  of  their  fellow  fubjedts, 
M'hofe  dutiful  and  loyal  behaviour  had  rendered  them  deferving  objeds  of 
attention. 

IMr.  Daly  declared  the  fame  fentiments,  but  he  thought  it  in  vain  to  hope 
for  unanimity  in  any  thing  for  the  relief  of  Roman  Catholics  ; for  there  was 
a fpii’it,  which  adluated  fome  members  in  that  houfe,  and  which  never  would 
coincide  in  any  thing,  that  could  be  propofed  to  their  advantage. 

Mr.  Gardinei-  faid,  that  he  would  not  offer  to  the  houfe,  in  the  heads  of 
a bill,  which  he  was  preparing,  any  claufe  permitting  Roman  Catholics  to 
carry  arms.  His  firft  intention,  he  faid,  was  to  attach  a right  of  carrying, 
arms  to  a certain  pofleffion  in  land ; but  for  his  own  part,  if  he  thought  it 
Avould  tend  to  produce  unanimity,  he  would  relinquifli  that  idea. 

IMr.  Holmes  faid,  the  penal  laws  of  Ireland  were  a difgrace  to  the  legifla- 
ture,  and  a reproach  to  humanity  ; that  now  when  the  liberal  fpirit  of  to- 
leration had  fpread  itfelf  over  almoft  all  Europe,  was  the  proper  time  to  tranf- 
plant  it  into  this  country,  Avhere  he  hoped  to  fee  it  take  root  and  flourifh.- 
Every  author  of  great  and  manly  genius,  who  had  confidered  the  fubjedtr 
had  reprobated  religious  perfecution  as  the  fcourge  and  bane  of  the  human 
race.  Every  enlightened  politician  had  endeavoured  to  deftroy  it.  The 
Emperor  of  Germany,  that  friend  to  mankind  and  father  to  his  people,  had 
fet  an  example  of  toleration  fit  for  the  imitation  of  the  world.  Thip-ughout 
the  extent  of  his  vatl  dominions,  Proteftants,  vdio  through  the  narrow  pre- 
judices of  former  times  lay  under  many  incapacities  (though  by  no  means 
to  be  compared  with  thofe  fuffeied  by  Irifir  Roman  Catholics),  were  now 
raifed  to  the  enjoyment  of  every  right  poffeffed  by  their  fellow  fubje6ts ; and 
it  would  well  become  the  wifdom  and  generofity  of  that  houfe  to  grant 
fuch  relief  to  their  fellow  fubjedls,  who  differed  from  them  only  in  points  of 
faith,  but  by  no  means  in  loyalty  and  love  of  their  country,  as  would  be  a 
reward  for  long  fuffering  merit,. 

On 
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On  feveral  other  days*  did  Mr.  Flood  bring  forward  the  quehion  of  Poyn- 
ing’s  law,  in  which  he  infilled  the  very  vitals  of  the  conftitution  were  con- 
cerned. lie  exprelfed  his  aftonilliment,  that  this  opinion  was  combated  by 
the  whole  bar,  though  they  always  profeffed  themfelves  ready  to  fupjiort  the 
conltitution.  He  complained  with  fome  forenefs,  that  this  quellion  had  been 
wrefted  out  of  his  hands,  after  he  had  made  it  his  lludy  for  twenty  years ; 
but  as  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Yelverton)  was  eredling  a temple  to 
liberty,  he  hoped  at  leall  he  Ihould  be  allowed  a niehe  in  the  fane.  Not- 
withllanding  the  extenfion  of  trade,  and  the  new  additional  duties  granted 
in  the  laft  feffion,  the  expences  of  the  eftablilhment,  &c.  for  the  two  years 
ending  at  Lady-Day,  1781,  exceeded  the  produce  of  the  revenue  by  above 
480,000/.  It  was  therefore  ordered  that  300,000/.  lliould  be  raifed  as  follows : 
200,000/.  at  4/.  per  cent,  and  the  remaining  400,000/.  upon  treafury  bills  as 
before.  The  debt  of  the  nation  amounted  now  to  1,551,704/.  7s.  8d.  and  the 
penfion  lift  to  183,745/.  10.s.  2^(7.  On  prefenting  the  money  bills  the  22d  of 
December,  1781,  the  fpeaker  delivered  his  fentiments  as  follows  : 

“ May  it  please  yo.ur  Excellency, 

“ Though  no  material  change  in  the  circumftances  of  thi.^ 
“ kingdom  has  taken  place  fincethe  conclufion  of  the  laft  feffion,  it  ought 
“ to  be,  and  lam  perfuaded  is,  a fubjedl  of  general  fatisfadlion  to  reflect, 
“ that,  amidft  the  horrors  of  war,  it  has  ftiared  none  of  its  calamities , that 
“ the  public  tranquillity  has  been  preferved  ivithin,  and  that  the  dangers, 
“ with  which  it  was  threatened  from  without,  have  been  averted  by  his  ma- 
“ jelly’s  paternal  care,  by  your  excellency’s  vigilance  and  judicious  condu6l, 
“ and  by  tlie  voluntary  and  virtuous  exertions  of  its  own  loyal  and  brave 
“ inhabitants  : nor  is  the  future  profpedl  lefs  pleafing,  than  the  view  of  what 
“ is  paft.  Several  attempts  have  been  lately  made,  and  with  fome  fuccefs, 
“ to  eftablilli  in  this  kingdom  new  manufadlures,  to  revive  and  improve  the 

* On  one  of  tLefe,  viz.  the  I8th  of  December,  he  ufed  the  following  ftrong  language  : “As  nine 
“ tenths  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom  are  allowed  to  be  defeendants  from  thofeEnglifli 
“ fettlers,  and  the  natives  who  from  time  to  time  were  permitted  the  ufe  of  the  Englifli  laws,  it  is 
“ clear  beyond  contradiction,  that  we  were  as  free  as  the  Englitli  during  500  years.  Our  liberties 
“ were  firft  infringed  by  the  deteftable  Strafford,  but  the  cries  of  this  opprefled  country  had  pur- 
“ fued  and  overtaken  him  ; and  he  earnefily  prayed,  that  a like  vengeance  might  light  upon  the 
“ head  of  every  future  tyrant  who  fliould  attack  the  conltitution  with  the  high  hand  of  prerogative, 
“ or  the  flower  fap  of  corruption.”  l Pari.  Deb.  p.  184. 
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“ old  and  to  extend  its  commerce ; the  lower  orders  of  the  people  are  reco- 
“ vering  from  their  former  indolence  and  ignorance,  and  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
“ prize  and  induftry,  the  great  Ipring  of  national  happinefs,  begins  to  dif- 
“ fufe  itfelf  through  the  nation.  From  thefe  difpofitions  in  the  people,  and 
“ the  generous  encouragement  given  to  every  ufeful  undertaking  by  thofe 
“ of  higher  condition,  it  feems  not  too  much  confidence  to  hope,  that  the 
“ time  is  not  far  diftant,  when  this  kingdom  will  emerge  from  that  ftate  of 
“ ina6tion  and  languor,  into  which  it  was  funk,  and  that  it  will  alTume  that 
“ rank  in  the  empire,  which  belongs  to  it,  and  become  one  of  its  principal 
“ pillars.  The  commons,  fenfible  of  the  benefits  they  enjoy  under  your  ex- 
“ cellency’s  juft  and  wife  admin iftration,  have,  with  unufual  difpatch,  granted 
“ all  the  fupplies  which  were  required,  and  have  alfo  made  provifion  for  the 
“ difeharge  of  an  arrear  of  300,000/.  incurred  fince  the  laft  feflion ; and 

though  they  have  not  impofed  on  the  fubje6t  any  new  or  additional  tax, 
“ except  for  the  purpofes  of  regulation,  they  are  not  without  hopes,  that  the 
“ revenue  will  Rereafter  prove  adequate  to  the  public  fervice,  and  that  the 
“ augmentation  made  by  fuch  regulation,  and  the  reformation  already  com- 
“ -menced  in  the  colledion  and  management  of  it,  will  prevent  any  future 
“ deficiency.” 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  met  for  the  laft  time  before  their  adjournment  on 
Chriftmas-Day,  when  Mr.  Gardiner  obferving,  that  many  members  had  ex- 
prefled  their  anxiety  to  know  the  purport  of  his  intended  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Ron^an  Catholics,  and  as  the  houfe  had  given  no  orders  for  printing 
it,  he  -would  have  it  printed  and  diftributed  at  his  own  expence,  that  gentle- 
men might  have  an  opportunity  of  maturely  confidering  it  during  the  recefs. 
On  which  occafion  Mr.  Grattan  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  going  into 
a committee,  or  to  promote  it,  he  only  intended  to  obferve,  that  it  was 
granted  on  all  fides  that  fome  indulgence  fiiould  be  granted  to  the  Roman 
Catholics;  the  only  difficulty  was,  how  that  indulgence  fiiould  be  granted  ; 
for  bis  part,  he  wifiied  the  houfe  to  do  it  handfomely,  for  the  merits  and  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  Roman  Catholics  claimed  it  from  them.  They  were  not  to 
be  judged  by  their  creed,  as  underftood  by  their  adveiTaries,  their  a6tions 
proved  them  dutiful  and  loyal.  They  were  for  a long  time  not  fuppofed  at- 
tached to  the  conftitution,  and  with  good  reafon,  hecaufe  they  were  known 
not  to  enjoy  its  benefits;  yet  that  Roman  Catholics  might  be  attached  to  a 
conftitution  they  could  enjoy,  was  obvious ; Catholics  had  formerly  wrefted 
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Magna  Chartafrom  King  John;  and  recently  on  two  trying  occafions, when 
the  country  was  threatened  with  invafion,  and  when  laft  feffion  die  was  ftrug- 
gling  for  a free  trade  and  conftitution,  their  behaviour  then  was  in  the 
higheft  degree  praife-worthy ; they  did  not  catch  the  opportunity  to  make 
terms,  but  liberally  and  unconditionally  joined  with  their  Proteftant  fellow- 
fubjeds  in  every  etfort  to  ferve  their  country  by  thefe,  and  by  a continual 
courfe  of  good  behaviour,  they  had  merited  the  favor  of  parliament.  But 
this  favor  ought  to  be  granted  with  fome  regard  to  the  prejudices  of  Protef- 
tants  ; for  even  Proteftants  (he  fpoke  with  refped  and  reverence  of  the  faith’ 
which  he  profeffed)  had  their  prejudices.  With  fome  regal’d  to  the  preju- 
dices of  Prefbyterians,  whofe  political  principles  he  preferred  before  all  otherSj 
parliament  fliould  endeavour  to  make  the  indulgence  agreeable  to  every 
party,  and  beneficial  not  only  to  the  Catholics,  but  to  the  nation ; it  fiiould’ 
' be  the  bufinefsof  parliament  to  unite  every  denomination  of  Iriflimen  in  bro- 
therly affection  and  regard  to  the  conftitution.-  It  had  been  well  obferved, 
by  a gentleman  of  firft-rate  underftanding,  a member  of  the  Britifli  parlia- 
ment, that  Ireland  could  never  profpertill  its  inhabitants  were  a people  ; and 
though  the  aflertion  might  feem  ftrange,  that  three  millions  of  inhabitants- 
in  that  ifland  fliould  not  be  called  a people,  yet  the  truth  was  fo,  and  fo 
would  continue  till  the  wifdom  of  parliament  fliould  unite  them  by  all  the 
bonds  of  focial  affection.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  the  country  might  hope 
to  profper. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  viz.  orr 
3lft  of  January,  1782,  Mr.  Gardiner  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring, 
in  heads  of  a bill  for  the  relief  of  his  majefty’s  fubje6ls  in  Ireland  profefiing 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion : and  as  no  part  of  the  modern  hiftory  of  Ire- 
land is  more  interefting  or  curious,  than  the  progrefs,  variations,  fhiftings, 
and  conclufions  of  the  public  mind  upon  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  that  kingdom,  I fhall  endeavour  to  trace  it  as  fairly,  as 
the  public  documents  and  records  of  the  nation  will  admit  of.*  The  Hon, 
John  Burke  faid,  he  would  ever  oppofe  the  introdu6fion  of  a bill,  that  with 
a fingle  dafli  of  a pen,  abolifhed  all  the  reftraints,  which  the  wiftloin  of  their 
anceftors  had  laid  upon  that  people ; that  he  wiflied  to  grant  them  fome  in- 
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diligence,*  but  tliat  the  claufe,  which  gave  them  power  to  obtain  perpetuities 
in  land,  was,  in  his  opinion,  much  too  extentive. 

Mr.  St.  George  alfo  conceived  it  necefTary,  that  the  Proteftants,  Avho  were 
fo  much  inferior  to  the  Papifts  in  numbers,  fliould  have  fome  check  over 
them,  which  would  be  entirely  taken  off,  if  the  claufe  granting  perpetuities 
to  Papifts  were  to  pafs. 

]\Ir.  Conolly  gave  his  firmeft  and  moft  zealous  fupport  to  the  bill,  as 
being  founded  in  juftice,  good  policy,  and  true  religion.  God  forbid  ! that 
after  having  proved  the  loyalty  of  the  Irifli  Catholics  for  an  hundred  years, 
they  fhould  fear  to  emancipate  them  from  the  oppreftion  of  laws,  which  the 
humanity  of  their  countrymen  difdained  to  enforce.  No  law  ftiould  fraud 
on  the  Statute  Book,  but  fuch  as  every  friend  of  his  country  would  aflift  to 
enforce. 

Sir  H.  Langriflie  did  not  fuppofe,  that  the  houfe  would  for  a moment  hefi- 
tate  to  receive  a bill,  whofe  object  was  to  liberate  one  million  and  a half  of 
loyal  Irifh  fubjedts,  fuffering  under  laws,  that  prefented  the  bigheft  picture  of 
exceflive  malice.  He  aflced,  did  the  condudt  of  the  Irifli  Catholics  deferve 
fuch  treatment?  If  not,  faid  he,  in  the  name  of  God,  let  the  bill  come  for- 
ward : let  us  confider  what  is  due  to  our  own  dignit}'’,  what  is  due  to  the 
merits  of  our  fuffering  countrymen  ; they  are  a people,  that  deferve  our  fa- 
vor, and  therefore  let  us  not  drew  an  imwillingnefs  to  naturalize  fuch  a multi- 
tude, who  are  aliens  in  their  oivn  country. 

]\Ir.  Ponfonby  thought  it  would  be  extremely  wrong  to  fliew  any  unwil- 
lingnefs  to  receive  the  bill.  A people  of  fuch  exemplary  loyalty  had  his 
heft  wifhes. 

hlr.  Brownlow  faid,  that  whatever  could  tend  to  unite  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  ftrengthen  their  attachment  to  it,  deferved  the  moft  ferious  at- 
tention of  the  legiflature.  The  moft  free  and  unreftrained  toleration  in  all 
religious  matters  ought  to  be  granted  to  every  man;  a good  fubje6t  fhould 
never  be  queftioned  as  to  his  articles  of  faith,  but  fliould  enjoy  the  full  be- 
nefit and  proteftion  of  the  law.  There  was  no  other  country  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  where  feven  tenths  of  the  whole  people  were  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  the  law,  and  the  privileges  of  their  fellow  fubjefts,  merely  becaufe 
they  differed  in  religious  opinions ; yet,  under  this  oppreftion,  the  Roman 
Catholics  had  retained  their  loyalty  and  love  to  their  country,  and  it  ivas  but 
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juftice  to  grant  them  relief.  Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  heads  of  the 
bill  without  any  oppofition. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  Mr.  Gardiner  being  indifpofed,  Mr.  Dillon  prefented 
heads  of  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Romam  Catholics,  which  brought  on  a 
debate,  in  which  feveral  other  leading  members  of  the  houfe  declared  their 
fentiments  and  difpofitions  upon  the  fubjedl.  Sir  Hercules  Langrilhe  and  the 
Provoft  were  ftrongly  for  the  meafure.  Mr.  John  Burke  finding  that  he 
could  not  etfedlually  oppofe  the  bill,  moved,  that  it  fiiould  be  an  inftruelion 
to  the  committee,  to  introduce  into  the  bill  a full  recital  of  all  the  acts  or 
claufes  of  a6ls  intended  to  be  repealed ; in  which  he  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
IMafon  and  IMr.  Parnell,  and  oppofed  by  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  and  the  reft  of  the 
houfe.  Sir  Boyle  Roche  faid,  that  whenever  the  fubjedt  was  mentioned,  he 
was  always  firuck  with  the  greatnefs  of  the  objedt,  no  lefs  than  the  delivering 
millions  of  his  fellow  fubjedls,  who  for  a hundred  years  had  groaned  in  bon- 
dage, and  reftoring  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  in  their  native  country. 
He  faid,  that  no  man  in  the  nation  denied,  that  upon  every  principle  of  juf- 
tice,  honor,  truth,  and  public  good,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  ought 
to  be  fet  free,  and  alked  whether  they  could  ever  be  a great  and  happy  people 
till  it  were  accomplifiied.  He  hoped  no  man  would  think  himfelf  intereftcd 
in  ftill  fomenting  divifion  and  difpute  ; and  though  allov^ance  mull  be  made 
for  prejudice,  yet  he  hoped  no  man  in  the  nation  Avas  malignant  enough  to 
gratify  his  fpleen  by  the  ruin  of  his  country.  The  poor  unhappy  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, for  a hundred  years  had  laboured  under  the  inoft  cruel  hardfiiips,  that 
prejudice  could  impofe ; yet  fuch  was  their  love  of  their  country,  that  even 
oppreflfion  could  not  thake  their  fidelity ; they  fcarcely  uttered  their  diftrefs, 
or  if  a figh  efcaped,  it  was  directed  to  the  compafiion  of  their  generous  coun- 
trymen, M'hofe  love  of  liberty,  they  hoped,  would  at  lall  impart  that  bleffing 
to  them. 

]\Ir.  Hufley  Burgh  proteftcd,  that  when  the  houfe  M'as  about  to  repeal  all 
the  laws  that  opprefled  Roman  Catholics,  he  fiiould  never  chufe  to  look  back 
upon  that  cruel  code,  which  would  ftand  as  an  impeachment  to  the  Proteftant 
name,  whofe  greateft  gloiy^  was  univerfal  toleration  and  benevolence. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  the  Catholic 
bill  having  been  called,  a conveiCation  took  place  upon  the  propriety  of  its 
being  then  committed,  when  the  houfe,  m hich  was  uncommonly  crowded  with 
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Grangers,  was  appalled  by  Mr.  Fitzgibbon's  apprizing  them,*  tliat  till  that 
morning  he  had  never  confidered  the  bill  as  dangerous ; but  on  reading  it 
Over  cai’efully,  the  firll  claufe  had  ftruck  him  as  a repeal  of  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment, the  A6l  of  Forfeiture,  and  the  A6t  of  Reaffumption  ; that  if  fo,  it  mult 
deftroy  the  new  titles  under  the  Popery  laws,  and  entangle  the  whole  king- 
dom in  a maze  of  confufion.  Fie  therefore  intreated  the  friends  of  the  bill  to 
agree  with  him  in  putting  it  off,  till  thofe  doubts,  which  had  arifen  from  the 
firft  claufe  were  done  away;  or  till  that  claufe  could  be  modified,  fo  as  to- 
grant  relief  to  the  Catholics  without  injuring  the  perfons  holding  under  the 
new  titles.  He  declared  himfelf  a firm  friend  to  toleration,  and  he  wiflied  to 
allow  the  Catholics  a power  of  obtaining  perpetuities,  but  thought  that  three 
or  four  days  delay  could  not  injure  their  profpedt  of  relief ; though  by  allow- 
ing time  to  make  the  bill  more  perfe6t,  it  might  fave  the  nation  from  much 
difti’efs. 

, Mr.  Metge  expreffed  the  fame  opinion  ; upon  which  Mr.  Grattan  obferved, 
that  though  the  bill  were  incomplete,  it  was  no  caufe  for  not  going  into  a 
committee ; it  Avas  that  very  caufe,  that  rendered  a committee  neceffary.  He 
then  Avent  into  a detail  of  the  fundry  delays  and  interruptions  the  bill  had  met 
with  in  its  progrefs  to  maturity,  and  finiflied  with  declaring,  that  if  it  were 
not  ripe  then,  it  never  would  be  fo.  IVIr.  Grattan  difclaimed  every  intention 
of  diflurbing  property,  and  was  willing  to  alter  the  claufe  complained  of  in 
any  way,  that  the  learned  gentlemen  of  the  bar  might  think  would  make  it 
fafe. 

The  Attorney  General,  adverting  to  the  importance  of  the  fubjedt  before 
the  houfe,  faid,  that  the  opinion  expreffed  by  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  of  the  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  the  fweeping  claufe,  had  ftruck  the  houfe  with  a panic, 
and  if  the  bill  were  then  to  come  forward,  it  Avould  inevitably  fail  of  fuccefs. 
hlany  liberal  and  generous  fentiments  had  been  expreffed  on  the  fubje6t  of 
giving  toleration  to  Roman  Catholics.  He  heartily  fubfcribed  to  the  wifdom 
and  humanity,  from  whence  thofe  fentiments  arofe.  He  was  particularly 
happy  in  hearing  thofe  fentiments  from  gentlemen,  who  reprefented  the  nor- 
thern counties  ; on  that  fubje6t,  tlieir  opinions  fhould  have  the  greatefl  weight, 
and  as  there  were  no  men,  who  valued  liberty  higher,  there  were  none  Avould 
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be  more  forward  to  beftow  it  on  their  countrymen.  He  had  himfelf  been  a wif- 
nefs  of  their  wifdom,  and  the  fpirit  of  toleration  that  reigned  amongft  them. 
He  had  feen  in  Monaghan,  at  the  fame  moment,  three  prodigious  large  con- 
gregations, flowing  out  from  a meeting-houfe,  a church,  and  a mafs-houfe; 
and  as  the  individuals  that  compofed  them  had  joined  in  tlie  ftreet,  they  have 
blended  and  united  into  one  body,  with  every  mark  of  afFe6lion  and  good  will ; 
that  was  true  religious  toleration,  and  the  moft  ftriking  examples  of  it  were  to 
be  found  in  the  north.  He  would  not  then  proceed  further,  than  merely  to 
commit  the  bill,  to  Ihew  the  people  that  the  houfe  was  fmcere,  and  fully  re- 
folved  to  give  them  the  utmoft,  that  could  fafely  be  grajited. 

The  houfe  then  went  into  a committee  on  the  bill,  when  it  was  read,  and  the 
further  confideration  of  it  adjourned  to  a near  day. 

On  the  18th  of  the  month,  IMr.  Gardiner,  who  had  been  abfent  on  the  l6th, 
hated  in  the  houfe,  that  the  objection  taken  by  his  friend,  (IMr.  Fitzgibbon) 
which  had  prevented  the  bufinefs  from  going  on,  had  been  examined  by  the 
mofl:  eminent  gentlemen  at  the  bar,  both  in  and  out  of  the  houfe,  who  were 
unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  it  did  not  contain  any  of  that  mifehief  an- 
nounced by  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  which  had  fpread  fo  much  alarm.  Mr.'Walfli, 
a barrifter,  and  Melfrs.  Dillon,  Grattan,  and  Mafon,  expreffed  their  fatis- 
faftion,  that  the  objedlion  to  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  had  been  happily  done 
away.  Even  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  abandoned  his  own  opinion. 

The  awful  and  critical  fituation  of  the  great  body  of  the  Irifli  people,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  freedom  in  their  hearts,  calls  our  attention  to  what 
was  going  forwards  out  of  parliament.  We  have  traced  the  volunteers  rifing 
gradually  into  the  ufe  of  arms,  organized  into  difeipline,  and  almofl;  united  in 
one  common  object,  which  had  now  refolved  itfclf  into  thefiinple  determina- 
tion of  attaining  an  unequivocal  legiflative  independence.  In  this  fituation, 
the  officers  of  the  fouthern  battalion  of  Lord  Charlemont’s  Armairh  reiri- 
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ment,  took  the  lead,  and  gave  movement  to  the  important  meafures  of  the  vo- 
lunteer army:  they  met,  and  came  to  the  following  refolutions: 

“ Firfl;  Ulfter  Regiment,  commanded  by  the  Karl  of  Charlemont. 

“ At  a full  meeting,  holden  at  Armagh,  on  Friday,  the  Q8th  day  of  Dc- 
ceniber,  17S1,  of  the  officers  and  delegates  of  the  Ibuthern  battalion  of  the 
faid  regiment,  confifting  of  eleven  companies,  puiTuant  to  adjournment. 

‘‘  Francis  Evans,  Efq.  in  the  chair.  The  following  refolutions  were  una- 
“ uiinoufly  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  all  the  newfpapers  pub- 
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liHied  within  the  province  of  Ulfter,  and  in  the  Volunteer  Journal  of  the 
“ City  of  Dublin. 

“ Refolved,  That  with  the  utmoft  concern,  we  behold  the  little  attention 
“ paid  to  the  conftitutional  rights  of  this  kingdom,  by  the  majority  of  thofe, 
“ whofe  duty  it  is  to  eftablilh  and  preferve  the  fame. 

“ Refolved,  That  to  avert  the  impending  danger  from  the  nation,  and  to 
“ reftore  the  conftitution.  to  its  original  purity,  the  moft  vigorous  and  effec- 
“ tual  methods  mud  be  purfued,  to  root  out  corruption  and  court  influence 
“ from  the  legiflative  body. 

“ Refolved,  That  tg  open  a path  towards  the  attaining  of  this  defirable 
“ point,  it  is  abfolutely  requifite  that  a meeting  be  held  in  the  moft  central 
“ town  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  which  we  conceive  to  be  Dungannon,  to 
“ which  faid  meeting  every  volunteer  alfociation  of  the  faid  province  is  moft 
“ earneftly  requefted  to  fend  delegates,  then  and  there  to  deliberate  on  the 
“ prefent  alarming  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  to  determine  on,  and  pub- 

lifli  to  their  country  what  may  be  the  refult  of  faid  meeting. 

“ Refolved,  That  as  many  real  and  lading  advantages  may  arife  to  this 
‘‘  kingdom,  from  faid  intended  meeting  being  held  before  the  prefent  feffion 
“ of  parliament  is  much  farther  advanced,  Friday,  the  15th  day  of  February 
“ next,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  is  hereby  appointed  for  faid  meeting, 
“ at  Dungannon  as  aforefaid. 

“ Refolved,  That  as  at  faid  meeting,  it  is  highly  probable  the  idea  of  form- 
“ ing  brigades,  will  be  agitated  and  confidered,  the  feveral  corps  of  volunteers 
“ who  fend  delegates  to  faid  meeting,  are  requefted  to  veft  in  them  a power 
“ to  aflbeiate  with  fome  one  of  fuch  brigades  as  may  be  then  formed. 

“ Francis  Evans,  Chairman.” 

The  meeting,  in  confequence  of  this  requifition,  was  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant tranfa6lions  in  the  modern  annals  of  Ireland.  As  foon  as  this  bold 
call  appeared,  the  Caftle  took  the  alarm.  Captain  Evans  was  the  oftenfible 
man,  but  to  take  him  up  might  bring  things  to  immediate  extremities  ; to  take 
no  notice  of  it  might  alfo  be  dangerous  ; a middle  courfe  was  determined  on, 
and  every  poflible  means  were  ufed  to  fupprefs  the  meeting  : the  words  of  the 
requifition  were  animadverted  on ; and  many,  even  of  the  heft  friends  of  their 
country,  wilhed  no  meeting  had  been  called. 

As  the  awful  15th  day  of  February,  1782,  approached,  doubt  and  anxiety 
appeared  in  every  countenance ; men  of  every  defeription  were  deeply  epn- 
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cerned  in  the  event;  and  perhaps  there  never  was  a period  more  critical  to  a 
nation. 

The  adminiftration  Avas  confidered  by  them  all  to  have  hitherto  treated  the 
demands  of  the  people  Avith  fcorn : and  they  charged  the  parliament  Avith 
having  leagued  Avith  adminiftration  againft  them : the  people  Avith  arms  in 
their  hands,  Avas  bent  upon  one  obje6l,  but  had  no  chain  of  correfpo'ndence. 

Unanimity  among  the  volunteers,  could  alone  give  efficacy  to  their  re- 
fol'v'es ; and  thus  circumftanced,  a meeting  AA^as  formed,  at  Avhich  Lord  Char- 
lemont,  Mr.  Flood,  Mr.  Grattan,  Mr.  StCAvart  (member  for  Tyrone)  and  Mr. 
Dobbs,  a barrifter,  attended,  at  Avhich  the  folloAving  refolutions  Avere  fettled 
and  arranged  both  as  to  the  order  and  the  perfons,  by  Avhom  they  ffiould  be 
refpe6Hvely  moved. 

“ Ulfter  Volunteers. 

“ At  a meeting  of  the  reprefentatiA^es  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  corps 
“ of  volunteers  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  held  at  Dungannon,  on  Friday,  the 
“ 15th  day  of  February,  1782,  Colonel  William  Irvine  in  the  chair. 

“ Whereas  it  has  been  afterted,  that  volunteers,  as  fuch,  cannot  AA'ith  pro- 
“ priety  debate  or  publiffi  their  opinions  on  political  fubje6ts,  or  on  the  con- 
“ du6t  of  parliament,  or  public  men. 

“ 1.  Refoked  iinanimoufly,  that  a citizen,  by  learning  the  ufe  of  arms, 
“ does  not  abandon  any  of  his  ciAul  rights. 

“ 2.  Refoked  iinanimoufly,  that  a claim  of  any  body  of  men  other  than 
“ the  king,  lords,  and  commons,  of  Ireland,  to  make  laAvs  to  bind  this  king- 
“ dom,  is  unconftitutional,  illegal,  and  a grievance. 

“ 3.  Refoked,  (AAuth  one  dilfenting  voice  only,)  that  the  poAvers  exercifed 
‘‘  by  the  privy  council  of  both  kingdoms,  or  under  colour,  or  pretence  of  the 
“ laAA^  of  Poynings,  are  unconftitutional  and  a grievance. 

“ 4.  Refoked  iinanimoufly,  that  the  ports  of  this  country  are  by  right 
“ open  to  all  foreign  countries  not  at  Avar  Avith  the  king ; and  that  any  burthen 
“ thereupon,  or  obftruction  thereto,  fave  only  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  are 
“ unconftitutional,  illegal,  and  a gricA'ance. 

“ 5.  Refoked,  (Avith  one  diflenting  voice  only,)  that  a mutiny  bill  not  li- 
“ mited  in  point  of  duration  from  fcffion  to  feflion,  is  unconftitutional  and  a 
“ grievance. 

“ 6.  Refoked  iinanimoufly,  that  the  independence  of  judges  is  equally 

effential  to  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juliice  in  Ireland  as  in  England ; 

“ and 
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“ and  that  the  refufal  or  delay  of  tills  right  to  Ireland,  makes  a diftindlion, 
“ where  there  fliould  be  no  diftin61ion,  may  excite  jealoufy  where  perfect 
union  fliould  prevail ; and  is  in  itfelf  unconftitutional  and  a grievance. 

“ 7.  Refolved,  (with  eleven  diflenting  voices  only,)  that  it  is  our  decided 
“ and  unalterable  determination  to  feek  a redrefs  of  thefe  grievances ; and  we 
pledge  ourfelves  to  each  other,  and  to  our  country,  as  freeholders,  fellow- 
“ citizens,  and  men  of  honor,  that  we  Avill  at  every  enfuing  eledlion,  fupport 
thofe  only,  who  have  fupported,  and  will  fupport  us  therein ; and  that  we 
will  ufe  all  conftitutional  means  to  make  fuch  our  purfuit  of  redrefs  fpcedy 
“ and  elfeclual. 

“ 8.  Refolved,  (with  one  dilTenting  voice  only,)  tliat  the  right  honorable 
“ and  honorable  the  minority  in  parliament,  who  have  fupported  thefe  our  con- 
“ Ititutional  rights,  are  entitled  to  our  iiiofl;  grateful  thanks ; and  that  the 
“ annexed  addrefs  be  figned  by  the  chairman,  and  publiflied  with  thefe  refolu- 
“ tions. 

“ 9.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  four  members  from  each  county  of  the 
“ province  of  Ulfter,  (eleven  to  be  a quorum)  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed  a 
“ committee  till  next  general  meeting,  to  a6l  for  the  volunteer  corps  here  re- 
“ prefented,  and,  as  occafion.  fliall  require,  to  call  general  meetings  of  the  pro- 
“ vince,  viz. 

“ Lord  VifcoLiiit  Ennifkillen,  Colonel  Mervyne  Archdall,  Colonel  William 
“ Irvine,  Colonel  Robert  M‘Clintock,  Colonel  John  Fergufoii,  Colonel  John 
“ Montgomery,  Colonel  Charles  Leflie,  Colonel  Francis  Lucas,  Colonel  Tho- 
“ mas  Morris  Jones,  Colonel  James  Hamilton,  Colonel  Andrew  Thompfon, 
“ Lieut.  Colonel  Charles  Nelbitt,  Lieut.  Colonel  Alexander  Stewart,  IMajor 
‘‘  James  Paterfon,  Major  Francis  Dobbs,  Major  James  M‘Clintock,  IMajor 
“ Charles  Duffin,  Captain  John  Harvey,  Captain  Robert  Campbell,  Captain 
Jofeph  Pollock,  Captain  Waddell  Cunningham,  Captain  Francis  Evans, 
“ Captain  John  Cope,  Captain  James  Dawfon,  Captain  James  Achefon,  Cap- 
“ tain  Daniel  Eccles,  Captain  Thomas  Dixon,  Captain  David  Bell,  Captain 
“ John  Coulfton,  Captain  Robert  Black,  the  Rev.  ^Villiam  Crawford,  Mr. 
“ Robert  Thompfon. 

“ 10.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  faid  committee  do  appoint  nine  of  their 
“ members  to  be  a committee  in  Dublin,  in  order  to  communicate  with  fuch 
“ other  volunteer  afl’ociations  in  the  other  provinces,  as  may  think  proper  to 

“ come 
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**  come  to  fimilar  refolutions,  and  to  deliberate  with  them  on  the  moft  conhi-^ 
“ tutional  means  of  carrying  them  into  effe6l.* 

In  confequence  of  the  above  refolutions,  the  committee  have  appointed 
“ the  folloAving  gentlemen  for  faid  committee,  three  to  be  a quorum,  viz. 

“ Colonel  Mei-vyn  Archdall,  Colonel  William  Irvine,  Colonel  John  Mont- 
gomery,_  Colonel  Thomas  Morris  Jones,  Major  Francis  Dobbs,  Captain 
“ Francis  Evans,  Captain  James  Dawfon^  Captain  Jofeph  Pollock,  Mr.  Ro- 
“ bel  t Thompfon. 

“ 11.  R^olved  unanimoufly,  that  the  committee  be,  and  are  hereby  in- 
“ ftru6led  to  call  a general  meeting  of  the  province,  withi^  twelve  months  from 
“ this  day,  or  in  fourteen  days  after  the  diffolution  of  the  prefent  parliament, 
“ fliould  fuch  an  event  fooner  take  place. 

“ 12.  unanimoufly,  that  the  court  of  Portugal  have  a6led  to- 

“ M'ards  this  kingdom,  being  a part  of  the  Britifli  empire,  in  fuch  a manner  as 
“ to  call  upon  us  to  declare,  and  pledge  ouifelves  to  each  other,  that  we  will 
“ not  confume  any  wine  of  the  growth  of  Portugal ; and  that  we  wall,  to  the  ex- 
“ tent  of  our  influence,  prevent  the  ufe  of  faid  wine,  fave  and  except  the  wine 
“ at  prefent 'in  this  kingdom,  until  fuch  time  as  bur  exports  fhall  be  received 
in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  as  the  manufa6lures  of  part  of  the  Britifli  em- 
“ pile. 

“ 13,  Refolted,  with  two  diflenting  voices  only,  to  this  and  the  following 
refolution,  that  we  hold  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  matters  of  religion, 
“ to  be  equally  facred  in  others  as  inourfelves. 

“ 14.  Refolted,  therefore,  that  as  men,  and  as  Iriflimen,  as  Chriftians,  and 
“ as  Proteftants,  we  rejoice  in  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  laws  againft  our 
“ Roman  Catholic  fellow-fubjebts ; and  tliat  we  conceive  the  meafure  to  be 
“ fraught  with  the  happieft  confequences  to  the  union  and  profperity  of  the 
“ inhabitants  of  Ireland.  ' 

/ 

* In  order  to  let  the  reader  into  the  general  fpirit  of  the  volunteers,  and  how  faithfiilly  the  pa- 
triots reprefented  it  to  the  parliament  and  alfo  how  fully  aware  of  what  then  was  the  voice  of  the 
people,  feveral  of  the  members  were,  who,  notwithftanding,  refilled  it  in  the  fenate  ; feveral  ad- 
drelTcs  and  letters  from  different  volunteer  corps,  to  the  minority  in  parliament,  and  other  individual 
members,  with  their  anfwers,  may  be  leen  in  the  Appendix,  No  LXVII.  They  are  authentic  do- 
cuments ot  the  then  prevailing  fpirit  of  the  Irilh  nation.  A complete  collection  of  the  refolutions  of 
the  volunteers,  grand  juries,  &c.  of  Ireland,  which  followed  the  celebrated  refolves  of  the  ill 
Dungannon  Diet,  was  publifhed  at  Dublin  in  1782,  by  Mr.  C.  11  Wilfon,  a gentleman  univer- 
fally  elleemed  for  his  liberality,  wit,  humour,  information,  and  learning. 

(( 
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“ 15.  Refolved  unaiiimoufly,  that  the  Dundalk  Independent  Troop  of 
“ Light  Dragoons,  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Reed,  having  joined  a 
“ regiment  of  this  province,  the  Firft  Newry  Regiment,  or  Newry  Legion,  and 
“ petitioning  to  be  received  as  part  of  this  body,  and  under  its  prote6lion,  is 
“ accordingly  hereby  received. 

“ l6.  Wliereas  a letter  has  been  received  by  the  chairman  of  this  meeting, 

“ from  the  united  corps  of  the  county  of  Cavan,  Colonel  Ennery  in  the 
“ chair,  declaring  their  readinefs  to  co-operate  with  their  brother  volunteers 
“ in  every  conftitutional  fupport  of  their  rights. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  prefented 
“ to  the  faid  united  corps  of  the  county  of  Cavan,  for  their  fpirited  refolu- 
“ tion  ; and  that  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  inclofed  by  the 
“ chairman  to  Colonel  Ennery,  to  be  by  him  communicated  to  the  faid  united 
“ corps ; and  that  they  diall  have  a right,  if  they  choofe,  to  allbciate  with  the 

corps  reprefented  at  this  meeting,  to  nominate  four  members  to  adl  with 
“ thofe  already  appointed,  as  a committee  by  the  delegates  at  this  meeting. 

“ 17.  unanimoLify,  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  prefented 

“ to  Captain  Richardfon,  and  the  Dungannon  Light  Company,  for  their  po- 
“ litenefs  in  mounting  guard  this  day. 

“ 18.  unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  prefented 

“ to  the  Southern  Battalion  of  the  firft  Ulfter  Regiment,  commanded  by  the 
“ Earl  of  Charlemont,  for  that  patriotic  zeal,  which  we  are  convinced  induced 
“ them  to  call  this  meeting. 

“ 19.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  prefented 
“ to  Colonel  William  Irvine,  for  his  particular  propriety  and  politenefs  of 
‘‘  condudt  in  the  chair, 

“ 20.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  prefented 
“ to  Captain  James  Dawfon,  for  his  readinefs  in  undertaking  the  office  of 
“ fecretary  to  this  meeting,  and  for  his  particular  attention  and  ability  in  the 
“ laborious  duty  thereof. 

“ 21.  unanimoufly,  that  thefe  refolutions  be  publiflied. 

“ To  the  Right  Honorable  and  Honorable  the  Minority  in  both  Houfes  of 

Parliament. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  * 

“ WE  thank  ‘you  for  your  noble  and  fpirited,  though  . 
“ hitherto  ineffectual  efforts,  in  defence  of  the  great  conftitutional  and  coin.- 

“ mercial 
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“ mercial  rights  of  your  country.  Goon!  the  almoft  unanimous  voice  of 
“ the  people  is  witli  you ; and  in  a free  country  the  voice  of  the  people  mull 
“ prevail.  We  know  our  duty  to  our  fovereign,  and  are  loyal.  We  know 
“ our  duty  to  ourfelves,  and  are  refolved  to  be  free.  We  feek  for  our  rights, 
“ and  no  more  than  our  rights;  and,  in  fo  juft  a purfuit,  we  fliould  doubt  the 
“ being  of  a Providence,  if  we  doubted  of  fuccefs. 

“ Signed  by  order, 

William  Irvine,  Chairman. 

“ IN  COIHMITTEE. 

“ Refolved  unanimoufty,  that  the  corps  of  this  province,  not  reprefentcd  at 
“ the  meeting  held  this  day,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  invited  to  join  in  the  re- 
“ folutions  of  faid  meeting,  and  to  become  members  of  the  faid  aflbciation  on 
“ the  moft  equal  footing. 

“ unanimoufty,  thatfuch  corps  as  may  choofe  to  join  the  faid  aflb- 

“ ciation,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requefted  to  communicate  their  intentions 
“ to  our  fecretary.  Captain  Dawfon,  Union  Lodge,  Loughbrickland,  who  will 
“ lay  the  fame  before  the  chairman  and  committee. 

“ William  Irvine,  Chairman.” 

Thus  ended  the  bufmefs  of  that  ever  memorable  day.  The  place  they  met  in 
was  the  church:  and  when  the  account  of  it  reached  Dublin,  the  friends  of  their 
country  rejoiced  at  the  temper  and  firmnefs  of  the  proceedings  ; their  enemies 
were  difappointed  in  every  expedtation ; none  of  that  violence  appeared, 
which  diftinguilhes  faction  from  real  public  fpirit : they  v'ere  aftoniftied  and 
confounded  with  that  noble  benevolence  and  toleration,  which  muft  at  once 
convince  the  Roman  Catholics,  that  the  fuppofed  hatred  of  the  Proteftants 
of  the  north,  exifted  only  in  the  minds  of  the  malevolent.  To  divide  and 
conquer,  had  been  too  long  tlie  odious  policy  of  that  country  : that  of  Dun- 
gannon, was  to  unite  and  be  victorious. 

As  thefe  refolutions  made  their  public  appearance,  they  were  admired  even 
by  their  enemies.  The  volunteers  from  every  quarter  paid  their  tribute  of 
applaufe,  and  ereCled  them  as  theftandard,  to  which  all  repaired  : from  eaft, 
weft,  north,  and  fouth,  tliey  v^ere  re-echoed.  Committees  of  corrcfpondencc 
were  formed,  and  the  national  committee  crowned  the  bufmefs. 

Within  five  days  after  the  pafling  of  the  Dungannon  refolutions,  when  the 
Roman  Catholic  Bill  Avas  in  the  committee,*  Mr.  Gardiner  faid,  tliat  he  Avas 

* Viz.  on  tlie20th  of  February,  1782.  1 Pari.  Debates,  p.  148. 
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happy  to  find  tliat  liberal  fpirit  of  toleration,  which  had  originated  in  that 
hoiife,  had  fo  univerlally  diffufed  itfelf  through  the  whole  kingdom  ; and  he 
rejoiced,  that  where  ill-nature  had  fuppofed  that  prejudice  would  prevail,  be- 
nevolence was  feen  to  flourifii.  The  delegates  at  Dungannon  had  manifefted 
that  the  people  of  the  north  were  as  forward  to  grant  toleration,  as  the  Catho- 
lics could  be  to  receive  it.  An  objeftion,  he  laid,  had  been  fiarted  to  the 
bill,  as  originally  introduced,  which  had  fo  much  weight  with  the  houfe,.  as- 
induced  him  to  poftpone  it  to  that  day.  He  hoped,  by  an  amendment, 
which  he  now  intended  to  make,  to  obtain  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the 
houfe ; and  though  he  did  not  in  it  recite  all  that  multifarious  code,  through 
the  long  and  dark  labyrinth  of  which,  unenlightened  by  any  ray  of  mercy, 
he  deemed jt  impoflible  to  find  his  way  ; yet,  by  fimplifying  the  claufe  objeded 
to,  he  conceived  that  the  willies  of  every  gentleman  would  be  gratified  ; they 
would  clearly  fee  what  was  granted  to  Catholics,  and  he  hoped  would  think 
the  grant  but  reafonable. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  if  this  law  Ifiould  pafs,  there  would  be  no  longer 
any  reftraint  on  Roman  Catholics.  But  Avas  it  not  a refiraint  upon  a man, 
that  he  could  hold  no  truft  or  office  in  the  ftate?  That  he  could  not  be  a 
member  of  parliament,  a juftice,  or  a grand  juror  of  the  peace?  That  he 
could  not  ferve  in  the  army  of  his  country  ; have  a place  in  the  revenue ; be 
an  advocate  or  attorney ; or  even  become  a freeman  of  the  fmalleft  corpora- 
tion ? If  gentlemen  laboured  under  thefe  incapacities  themfelves,  would  they 
think  them  no  reftraints  ? He  had  divided  the  indulgencies,  wliich  he  thought 
ought  to  be  granted  to  Roman  Catholics,  into  five  heads,  four  of  which  he 
intended  to  move  as  amendments  to  the  claufe.  The  firft,  and  that  Avhich  he 
then  intended  to  propofe  to  the  committee,  refpeded  their  enjoyment  of  pro- 
perty : the  fecond,  the  free  exercife  of  religion : the  third,  education ; the 
fourth,  marriage  ; and  the  fifth,  which,  from  the  difpofition  of  the  committee, 
he  did  not  then  think  expedient  to  agitate,  regarded  felf-defence. 

Mr.  Fitzgibbon  exerted  himfelf  in  fupporting  the  caufe ; he  explained  the 
nature  of  the  privileges  v/hich  were  going  to  be  granted;  and  concluded, 
that  though  it  Avould  be  improper  to  allow  papifts  to  become  proprietors  of 
boroughs,  there  was  no  good  reafon  why  they  fiiould  not  poflefs  eftates  in 
countries,  or  why  Proteftant  tenants  holding  under  them,  fiiould  not  enjoy  a 
right  of  votingTor  members  of  parliament.  The  attorney-general.  Sir  Her- 
cules Langrifiie,  Sir  Henry  Cavendilh,  IMr.  Ogle,  the  Provoft,  Mr.  Walfii, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  D.  Daly,  Sir  Boyle  Roche,  and  Mr.  Bagnal,  fpokely  warmly  for  the  bill : 
Mr.  St.  George,  Mr.  Wynne,  and  Colonel  Wynne  oppofed  it.  IMr.  Flood 
faid,  that  he  always  wiflied  to  embofom  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the  body  of 
the  date ; yet  without  courting  praife  on  one  hand,  or  fearing  cenfure  on 
the  other,  he  would  deliver  his  free  opinion  on  this  great  fubjeft.  About 
five  years  ago,  faid  he,  a law  was  palfed,  granting  the  Roman  Catholics  infi- 
nitely lefs  than  was  then  propofed  : the  day  was  celebrated  with  rejoicing, 
and  it  was  thought  they  had  reconciled  every  party.  He  was  forry  to  hear 
gentlemen  fpcak  as  if  nothing  had  been  done  for  them.  In  the  former  laws, 
leafes  for  years  were  granted  to  them  upon  the  avowed  principle  of  re- 
ftraining  them  from  any  influence  in  eledlions.  This  law  went  beyond 
toleration,  it  gave  them  a power,  and  tended  to  make  a change  in  the  ftate. 
If  they  gave  them  equal  power  with  the  Proteftants,  the  prefent  conftitution 
could  not  furvive.  Though  they  wiflied  to  extend  toleration  to  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, they  did  not  wifli  to  lhake  the  government;  they  fliould  allow  them 
to  purchafe  lands,  but  fliould  carefully  guard  againfl:  their  polTefling  any 
power  in  the  ftate. 

]Mr.  Grattan  faid,  “ I object  to  any  delay  which  can  be  given  to  this  claufe ; 
we  have  already  confidered  the  fubjeft  on  a larger  fcale,  and  this  is  but  a part 
of  what  the  claufe  originally  contained.  We  have  before  us  the  example  of 
England,  who  four  years  ago  granted  Catholics  a right  of  taking  land  in  fee ; 
the  queftion  is  merely,  whether  we  fliall  give  this  right  or  not,  and  if  we  give 
it,  whether  it  fliall  be  accompanied  by  all  its  natural  advantages  ? Three  years 
ago,  when  this  queftion  was  debated  in  this  houfe,  there  was  a majority  of 
three  againft  granting  Catholics  efiates  in  fee,  and  they  were  only  allowed  to 
take  leafes  ot  999  years.  The  argument  then  ufed  againft  granting  them  the 
fee  was,  that  they  might  influence  elections.  It  has  this  day  been  fliewn,  that 
they  may  have  as  effc6lual  an  influence  by  polTefling  leafes  of  999  years,  as 
they  can  have  by  polTclTing  the  fee ; at  that  time,  I do  declare,  I was  fome- 
what  prejudiced  againft  granting  Roman  Catholics  efiates  in  fee,  but  their 
condu6l  fince  that  period' has  fully  convinced  me  of  their  true  attachment  to 
this  country.  When  this  country  had  rcfolved  no  longer  to  crouch  beneath 
the  burthen  of  oppreflion,  that  England  had  laid  upon  her ; when  flie  armed 
in  defence  of  her  rights,  and  a high-fpirited  people  demanded  a free  trade,  did 
the  Roman  Catholics  defert  their  countrymen  ? No  : they  were  found  ainongft 
the  forenioft.  When  it  was  afterwards  thought  neccflliry  to  alfert  a free  con- 

* c 2 fiitution, 
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ftitation,  the  Roman  Catholics  difplayed  tlieir  public  virtue  ; they  did  not 
endeavour  to  take  advantage  of  your  fituation ; they  did  not  endeavour  to 
make  terms  for  themfelves,  but  they  entered  frankly  and  heartily  into  the 
caufe  of  the  country  ; judging  by  their  own  virtue,  that  they  might  depend 
uj)on  your  generofity  for  their  reward.  But  now  after  you  have  obtained  a 
free  trade,  after  the  voice  of  the  nation  has-  alferted  her  independence,  they 
approach  this  houfe  as  humble  fuppliants,  and  beg  to  be  admitted  to  the  com- 
mon rights  of  men.  Upon  the  occafions  I have  mentioned,  I did  carefully 
obferve  their  aHions,  and  did  then  determine  to  fupport  their  caufe  whenever 
it  came  before  this  houfe,  and  to  bear  a ftrong  teftimony  of  the  conftitutional 
principles  of  the  Catholic  body.  Nor  flrould  it  be  mentioned  as  a reproach  to 
them,  that  they  fought  under  the  banner  of  King  James,  when  Ave  recolleft 
that  before  they  entered  the  field,  they  extorted  from  him  a Magna  Charta, 
a Britilh  confiitution . In  1779,  when  the  fleets  of  Bourbon  hovered  on  our 
coafts,  and  the  Irifli  nation  roufed  herfelf  to  arms,  did  the  Roman  Catholics 
hand  aloof?  Or  did  they,  as  might  be  expedlcd  from  their  oppreffed  fituation, 
offer  affiflance  to  the  enemy  ? No  : they  poured  in  fubfcriptions  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  country,  or  they  preffed  into  the  ranks  of  her  glorious  vo- 
lunteers. 

“ It  has  been  fliewn,  that  this  claufe  grants  the  Roman  Catholics  no  neAV 
power  in  the  hate  ; every  argument  therefore,  Avhich  goes  againft  this  , claufe 
goes  againft  their  liaA'ing  leafes  for  999  years ; every  argument,  Avhich  goes 
againft  their  having  leafes  for  ggg  years,  goes  againft  their  having  any  leafes 
at  all ; and  every  argument,  which  goes  againft  their  having  property,  goes 
againft  their  having  exiftence  in  this  land.  The  queftion  is  now,  whether  we 
fhall  grant  Roman  Catholics  a power  of  enjoying  eftates,  or  whether  we  fliall 
be  a Proteftant  fettlement  or  an  Irilh  nation  ? W hether  we  fhall  throw  open 
the  gates  of  the  temple  of  liberty  to  all  our  countrymen,  or  whether  we  fliall 
confine  them  in  bondage  by  penal  laws  ? So  long  as  the  penal  code  remains, 
Ave  ncA^er  can  be  a great  nation ; the  penal  code  is  the  fhell,  in  Avhich  the  Pro- 
teftant poAver  has  been  hatched,  and  noAv  it  is  become  a bird,  it  muft  burfl: 
the  fhell  afunder,  or  perifli  in  it.  I give  my  confent  to  the  claufe  in  its  prin- 
ciple, extent,  and  boklnefs,  and  give  my  confent  to.  it  as  the  inoft  likely 
means  of  obtaining- a AuHory  over  the  prejudices  of  Catholics,  and  over  our 
OAvn.  I give  my  confent  to  it,  becaufe  I AV’ould  not  keep  tA\-o  millions  of  my 
felloAV  fubjedts  in  a ftate  of  flavery ; and  becaufe,  as  the  mover  of  the  de- 
claration 
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claration  of  rights,  I fliould  be  afliamed  of  giving  freedom  to  but  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  of  my  countrymen,  when  I could  extend  it  to  two  millions 
more.” 

Fortunately  for  the  Catholics,  Mr.  Gardiner’s  bill  was  not  made  a govern- 
ment queftion,  or  other  wife  it  would  probably  have  fallen  before  the  fame 
majority,  that  had  uniformly  oppofed  every  conftitutional  queftion,  that  had 
been  brought  before  them  fince  the  commencement  of  the  American  war. 
The  nearer  that  fatal  miniftry  drew  to  its  diflblution,  the  more  violent  |were 
its  agonizing  ftruggles  againft  the  patriotic  efforts  of  Ireland  to  obtain  a 
free  and  independent  conftitution.  Within  the  o61;ave  of  the  great  civic  fef- 
tival  at  Dungannon,  i\Ir.  Grattan,  as  the  herald  and  oracle  of  his  armed  coun- 
trymen, once  more  addrefled  the  Houfe  of  Commons.*  “ After  the  ample 
difcuffion,”  faid  he,  “ in  this  houfe  of  the  prefent  queftion  of  right  on  the 
IQth  of  April,  178O,  and  the  univerfal  reprobation  of  the  affumption  of  the 
Britilli  parliament,  to  bind  this  kingdom,  theri  received,  I had  been  filent  011 
that  fubjeft,  if  that  parliament  had  not  fince  that  time  continued  its  tyran- 
nical and  unconftitutional  affumption,  by  enacting  feveral  laws  to  bind  Ire- 
land, which  I have  in  my  hand,  as  alfo  a proclamation  in  the  Irifti  Gazette, 
where  the  execution  of  a Britilli  ftatute  is  enforced  ; meafures  that  evidently 
fiiew,  that  the  Britilh  nation,  fo  far  from  relinquilhing  the  claim  of  ufurped 
authority  in  this  kingdom,  have  ftill  the  fame  fpirit  of  making  laws  for  us, 
Avhich  they  keep  alive  by  renewing  their  claim  on  every  occafion.  Thefe 
frefii  inftances  of  Britilh  ufurpation,  added  to  that  difgraceful  and  unrepealed 
aftofthedth  of  George  I.  which  declares  Ireland  bound  at  all  times  by  the 
legiflaturc  ot  Great  Britain,  makes  it  necefi’ary  at  this  time  for  the  parliament 
or  Ireland  to  come  to  an  explanation  concerning  its  privileges,  and  the  in- 
jured rights  of  the  nation.  And  what  are  the  boafted  relaxations  Britain  has 
granted  to  us?  The  firft  was  in  1778,  as  contemptible  in  principle  as  in  ef- 
fe6l;  for  after  a bar  of  lawyers  had  been  brought  to  plead  againft  Ireland  in 
the  Englilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  we  are  permitted  to  export  every  thing  ex- 
cept our  manufaftures.  Their  favor  was  an  infult  and  aggravation  to  our 
mifery.  The  minilter  fends  over  to  know  the  caufes  of  our  diftrcffes,  and 
he  is  anlwered  from  his  agents  here,  that  it  was  done  away,  and  that  we 
were  fatisfied  by  being  permitted  to  cultivate  tobacco.  The  fecond  period 

* On  the  2i’d  of  February,  1782.  1 Pari,  Deb,  p.  2CG, 
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was  111  1779>  M’lieii  government  abdicated  the  defence  of  Ireland,  and  Ireland 
appeared  in  arms;  the  minifter  now  changed  his  tone,  he  glanced  a tempo- 
rary gleam  of  hope  upon  our  fliields ; he  gave  us  every  thing,  but  kept  the 
power  of  taking  it  back ; he  retained  a mutiny  bill  and  the  poft-office  a6t. 
The  third  period  was  a minifterial  addrefs  of  thanks,  evidently  calculated  to 
diflblve  the  union  of  the  people  ; it  had  its  effedt  in  a paroxifm  of  eafe,  and 
when  it  was  known,  that  the  ftrength  of  this  houfe  was  diffoived,  and  that 
the  glory  of  1779  more,  an  order  comes  over  to  oppofe  on  every  oc- 

cafion  the  latent  claims  of  Ireland  ; to  oppofe  an  Irifli  mutiny  bill,  to  alter 
the  fugar  bill ; and  when  Lord  Hillfliorough  found  you  had  loft  all  venera- 
tion for  yourfelves,  he  loft  it  for  you  likewife.  The  reprobated  meafure  of 
a perpetual  mutiny  bill  followed  ; but  you  have  not  done  with  it  yet,  you 
.have  ftabbed  your  country,  and  the  wound  is  feftering.  Emboldened  by 
your  diffolution,  Englilh  adts  binding  Ireland  were  pafted  laft  winter.  Is  the 
claim  of  the  Britiih  parliament  to  legiflate  for  this  kingdom  given  up,  as  I 
have  heard  fome  gentlemen  fay  in  this  houfe  ? How  futile  and  ridiculous 
now  do  thefe  arguments  appear,  that  declared  the  return  of  the  Irifti  mutiny 
bill  was  a renunciation  of  legiftation  on  the  part  of  England,  How  futile  and 
abfurd  are  all  the  arguments  that  teemed  on  that  occafion  from  the  go- 
vernment prefs  ? I am  for  tranquillity  ; it  is  for  honorable  tranquillity  ; but 
when  I fee  an  adminiftration,  unable  to  make  a blow  againft  an  enemy,  tyran- 
nize over  Ireland,  I am  bound  to  exert  every  power  to  oppofe  it. 

“ Ireland  is  in  ftrength  ; the  has  acquired  that  ftrength  by  the  weaknefs  of 
■Britain,  for  Ireland  was  faved  when  America  Avas  loft;  when  England  con- 
quered, Ireland  Avas  coerced  ; Avhen  flie  Avas  defeated,  Ireland  Avas  relieved  ; 
.and  Avhen  Charles-toAvn  Avas  taken,  the  mutiny  and  fugar  bills  Acere  altered. 
Have  you  not  all  of  you,  when  you  he^rd  of  a defeat,  at  the  fame  inftant, 
condoled  AAOth  England,  and  congratulated  Ireland  ? 

‘‘  If  England  Avere  for  a moment  aAvake  to  her  OAvn  intcrefts,  {lie  A\muld 
come  forAvard,  and  invite  us  to  her  arms,  by  doing  aAvay  eA’ery  caufe  of  jea- 
loufy.  How,  but  by  the  ftridteft  domeftic  union,  can  Great  Britain,  Avith 
only  eight  millions  of  people,  oppofe  tlie  dreadful  combination  of  fcATii  mil- 
lions in  Spain,  Avith  tAventy-four  millions  in  France,  and  tA\  o in  Flolland  ? 
Will  ftie  caft  oft'  three  millions  of  brave  and  loyal  fubjedts  in  Ireland,  at  fo 
critical  and  ev’entual  a time  ? 

“ An  Irifli  army,  the  Avonder  of  the  world,  has  iioaa^  exifted  for  three 
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years,  where  every  foldier  is  a freeman,  determined  to  fhed  the  laft  drop  of 
blood  to  defend  his  country,  to  fupport  the  execution  of  its  laws,  and  give 
vigour  to  its  police.  The  enemy  threaten  an  invafion,  the  Irifh  army  comes 
forward,  adminiltration  is  ftruck  dumb  with  wonder,  their  deputies  in  their 
military  drefs  go  up  to  the  Caftle,  not  as  a fervile  crowd  of  courtiers  attend- 
ing the  lord  lieutenant’s  levee,  but  as  his  protestors,  while  the  cringing  crowd 
of  fycophants  fwarm  about  the  treafury,  and,  after  having  thrown  away  their 
arms,  offer  nothing  but  naked  fervitude.. 

“ You  are  now  lofing  the  Britifh  conftitution,  which  by  compaSt  you  were 
to  poffefs  ; two  councils,  with  more  than  parliamentary  power;  dependent 
judges,  a mutiny  bill  loft,  and  governors  like  the  Roman  pro-confuls  in  dif- 
tant  provinces  are  fent  over  to  fleece  you. 

“ A general  eleStion  is  fliortly  to  take  place ; what  will  be  your  anfwer  to 
thofe,  who  have  fent  you  hither,  when  you  refign  your  delegated  truft,  and 
they  afk  you,  where  are  our  rights  ? Where  is  our  fugar  bill  ? Where  our  mu- 
tiny bill  ? ' 

“ What  mil  be  the  confequence  of  your  not  explaining  your  rights  now  ? 
When  a peace  happens  it  will  then  be  too  late ; your  ifland  will  be  drained 
of  its  people,  the  emigrants  will  fay,  let  us  prefer  freedom  in  America  to 
flavery  at  home,  and  ceafe  to  be  his  majefty’s  fubjeSts  here,  to  become  his 
equals  there.  Let  us  not  therefore  fuffer  the  fame  men,  whofe  infamous  arts 
were  reprobated  in  America,  to  fucceed  here.”  He  then  made  his  motion' 
tor  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty, 

“ To  afl’ure  his  majefty,  of  their  moft  fmcere  and  unfeigned  attachment  to- 
his  majefty’s  peifon  and  government. 

“ To  affure  his  majefty  that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  a free  people  ; that 
“ the  crown  of  Ireland  was  a diftinft  kingdom,  with  a parliament  of  her  own, 
“ the  foie  legiflature  thereof. 

“ To  affure  his  majefty,  that  by  their  fundamental  laws  and  franchifes, 
which  they  on  the  part  of  this  nation  claimed  and  challenged  as  their 
“ birth-right,  the  fubjebls  of  that  kingdom  could  not  be  bound,  affected,  or 
“ obliged,  by  any  legiflature,  fave  only  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  of 
“ that  his  majefty’s  realm  of  Ireland  ; nor  was  there  any  other  body  of  men, 
“ who  had  power  or  authority  to  make  laws  for  the  fame. 

“ To  aflure  his  majefty,  that  his  majefty’s  fubjedts  of  Ireland  conceived, 
‘‘  that  in  that  privilege  was  contained  the  very  eflence  of  their  liberty,  and 
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“ that  they  tendered  it  as  they  did  their  lives,  and  accordingly  had  with  one 
“ voice  declared  and  protefted  againft  the  interpofition  of  any  other  parlia- 
“ inent  in  the  legillation  of  that  country. 

“ To  aifure  his  inajclty,  that  they  had  feen  with  concern,  the  parliament  of 
“ Great  Britain  advance  a claim  to  make  law  for  Ireland,  and  their  anxiety 
“ was  kept  alive,  when  they  jrerceived  the  fame  parliament  hill  perhft  in  that 
“ claim,  as  might  appear  by  recent  Britilh  acts,  which  affedted  to  bind  Ire- 
“ land,  but  to  which  the  fubjedls  of  Ireland  could  pay  no  attention. 

“ To  aifure  his  majehy,  that  next  to  their  liberties,  they  valued  their  con- 
“ nexion  with  Great  Britain,  on  which  they  conceived,  at  that  time  moft  par- 
“ ticularly,  the  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms  did  depend,  and  which,  as  it  was 
“ their  moft  lincere  wilh,  fo  ihould  it  be  their  principal  ftudy  to  cultivate  and 
“ render  perpetual.  That  under  that  iinprelfion,  they  could  not  fuggeft  any 

means,  whereby  fuch  connexion  co\ild  fo  much  be  improved  or  ftrength- 
“ ened,  as  by  a renunciation  of  the  claim  of  the  Britilh  parliament,  to  make 
“ law  for  Ireland,  a claim  ufelefs  to  England,  cruel  to  Ireland,  and  vuthout 
“ any  foundation  in  law. 

“ That  imprelfed  with  an  high  fenfe  of  the  unanimity  and  juftice  of  the 
“ Britilh  charadler,  and  in  the  moft  entire  reliance  on  his  majefty’s  paternal 
“ care,  they  had  fet  forth  their  right  and  fentiments,  and  without  preferibing 
“ any  mode  to  his  majefty,  throw  themfelves  on  his  royal  wifdom.” 

^Ir.  Brownlow  feconded  the  motion,  and  faid,  the  people  know  their 
rights,  and  it  is  needlefs  for  government  to  pretend  to  oppofe  what  miift  at 
lall  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Hulfey  Burgh  fpoke  alfo  in  favour  of  the  addrefs. 

The  Attorney  General  rofe  to  oppofe  the  addrefs : he  obferved,  that  they 
were  defired  to  addrefs  the  king,  that  he  would  interfere  with  his  parliament 
of  Britain,  to  renounce  any  claim  of  authority  over  Ireland.  The  time  was 
moft  improperly  chofen  to  agitate  that  queftion,  and  the  ohj?6t  of  the  mo- 
tion utterly  impra6licable.  He  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  agitate  the  queftion 
of  right ; the  a6l  of  the  6th  of  George  the  Firft  was  certainly  of  little  orna- 
ment upon  the  Statute  Book,  and  of  ftill  lefs  ufe ; yet  if  it  gave  nothing  to 
England,  it  certainly  took  away  nothing  from  Ireland.  The  queftion  an- 
fwered  itfelf.  Were  they  to  agree  to  the  addrefs,  and  the  Britilh  parliament 
ftiould  declare,  that  they  never  had  any  right  to  bind  Ireland,  in  what  a mi- 
ferable  fituation  would  that  country  be  placed.  He  had  looked  over  the  pa- 
pers 
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pcrs  ot‘  the  forfeited  eftates,  and  found  that  there  was  fcarcely  a man  in  the 
lioufc,  that  did  not  enjoy  fome  portion  of  them,  nor  a county  in  Ireland,  of 
which  they  did  not  make  a conliderable  part.  A worthy  reprefentative  of  the 
county  of  Cavan  holds  a large  property,  formerly  forfeited,  and  afterwards 
granted  by  an  Englith  law.  Would  he  doubt  the  validity  of  his  title  ? IMany 
gentlemen,  who  heard  him  were  in  the  fame  fituation.  Some  days  ago  the 
ohfervation  of  a learned  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Fitzgibbon)  electrified  the  boufe, 
when  he  told  them,  that  they  were  about  to  difturb  all  property  derived  under 
the  laws  of  forfeiture,  &c.  See.  What  then  muft  be  their  feelings,  when 
defiled  to  loofe  all  tlie  bands,  which  unite  fociety,  and  leave  almoftthe  whole 
property  of  the  kingdom  to  be  grappled  for  by  the  defeendants  of  the  an- 
cient proprietors. 

The  honorable  gentleman  liad  faid,  that  now  when  Great  Britain  was 
liemmed  in  by  enemies  on  every  fide,  when  finking  under  a load  of  debt,  and 
the  repeated  ftrokes  of  ill  fortunes,  no  refinance  could  be  feared  from  her, 
when  Ireland  was  in  full  vigour,  expert  in  arms,  and  almofi:  certain  of  fuc- 
cefs — now  was  the  proper  time  for  demanding  from  Britain  the  relin- 
quilhment  of  what  their  anceftors  had  handed  down  from  age 'to  age ; to 
make  the  Britifli  parliament  eat  up  their  words  and  humble  themfelves ; to 
make  them  difclaim  a power,  which  they  had  exerciferl  for  the  benefit  of 
Ireland,  and  to  plunge  the'nation  into  an  armed  anarchy.  If  an  ambaffador 
from  France  or  Spain,  or  if  the  boldeft  agents  for  the  rebels  of  America  Avere 
at  the  bar  to  urge  the  boufe  in  language  fuch  as  that,  he  fliould  not  be  much 
furprifed  ; for  it  ill  accorded  Avith  the  loyal  and  liberal  feelings  of  Iriflimen, 
who  fcorn  to  take  advantage  of  an  enemy  in  dilirefs,  but  always  remember 
aCfs  of  friendfliip  Avith  gratitude;  he  Avas  therefore  againft  the  addrefs,  bc- 
caufe  it  AAmuld  give  the  Avorld  an  opportunity  of  faying  Ireland  had  made 
demands  on  Great  Britain,  and  Avas  in  arms  to  enforce  them.  He  Avas  againft 
it,  becaufe  it  Avas  a challenge,  though  couched  in  terms  of  civility  ; becaufe 
it  tended  to  anarchy  and  mifrulc ; becaufe  the  thing  contended  for  coulR 
never  gain  firengtli  but  by  ftrugglc;  and  becaufe,  if  obtained,  it  Acould 
fhake  all  the  property  in  the  nation.  Upon  thofe  principles  he  thought  it  an 
honor  to  oppofe  the  addrefs  in  any  Avay  ; but  from  rcfpecl  to  the  honorable 
mover,  he  Avould  not  give  it  a direCl  negative,  but  move  to  have  it  put  off  to 
the  fnit  of  Augiift;  upon  which  motion  thehoufe  divided,  137  for  the  attor- 
ney general's  motion,  and  ()S  again d it. 
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As  government  affe6tetl,  that  the  late  divifion  againft  the  acldrefs  did  lujt 
involve  the  queftion  of  right  in  Great  Britain  to  bind  Ireland  by  legifiative 
adts,  the  patriots  refolved  to  return  to  the  charge,  and  force,  if  they  pofiibly 
could,  an  acknowledgment  from  a majority  of  that  houfe  of  the  indepeu- 
<lence  of  Ireland  upon  the  Britilli  legiflature.  On  the  26th  of  February, 
1782,  *]\Ir,  Flood,  in  a flrort  but  elegant  fpeech  of  about  fifteen  minutes, 
llated  the  rights  of  Ireland,  and  then  moved  the  two  following  refolutions  : 

ift.  “ That  the  members  of  this  houfe  are  the  only  reprefentatives  of  the 
“ people  of  Ireland.” 

2d.  “ That  the  confentof  the  commons  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  render 
“ any  fiatute  binding.” 

Thefecond,  hefaid,  he  would  not  move  till  the  firft  was  determined  upon. 

The  Solicitor  General  oppofed  the  motion  as  unneceffary,  and  what  every 
man  allowed.  He  moved  an  amendment  after  the  word  refolved,  “ That  it 
“ was  not  now  neceffary  to  declare.”  This  brought  on  a debate,  as  he  de- 
clared the  amendment  was  propofed  in  order  to  negative  the  motion  if  the 
amendment  paffed. 

The  amendment  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  Mr.  Mafon,  Sir  Boyle 
Roche,  and  other  gentlemen.  The  refolution  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Ogle, 
Mr.  Grattan,  Mr.  Brownlow,  Mr.  Forbes,  &c. 

Mr.  Yelverton  openly  challenged  any  man.  The  attorney  general  re- 
peated his  former  opinion.  He  obferved,  that  he  had  before  declared  he 
would  not  go  into  the  queftion  of  right,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  unfair 
and  iincandid  in  any  gentleman  to  extort  his  expreflion,  or  affume  for  granted 
pofitions  not  under  debate.  He  then  rofe  to  deliver  Iris  political  creed.  Eng- 
land had  affumed  and  exercifed  a power  of  making  lav  s to  bind  Ireland  ; fiie 
had  repealed  fome  of  them  that  were  oppreflive,  and  that  houfe  had  returned 
thanks  for  the  repeal ; but  he  ftiould  fliake  all  the  property  of  the  land  by 
declaring  that  the  laws,  under  which  it  was  holden,  had  no  authority ; and, 
therefore,  it  Avas  heft  to  leave  thofe  ftatutes  as  they  were ; yet,  as  an  Irifli- 
man,  and  a friend  to  Great  Britain,  he  would  fay,  that  if  Great  Britain 
Ihould  attempt  to  make  any  new  laws,  they  would  not  be  obeyed.  Fle 
was  the  depofitary  of  the  laws  of  Ireland,  not  of  England  ; and  it  is  ab- 
furd  to  fuppofe,  that  an  officer  delivering  his  opinion  could  give  away  any 
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right  that  did  exift : the  legiflature  alone,  that  made  laws,  had  power  to  re- 
peal them. 

Sir  Hercules  Langriflie  faid,  that  univ^rfal  coincidence  of  opinion  on  this 
fubjedt,  and  the  univerfal  acknowledgment  of  the  great  truth,  which  was  the 
fubftance  of  the  refolution,  made  the  motion  unnecelfary,  and  if  it  were  ne- 
ceffary,  it  was  unadvifeable.  The  honorable  member  knew  there  was  but  one 
opinion  on  that  fubjedl  through  the  nation  : the  nation  to  a man,  from  the 
magihrate  who  was  to  enforce,  to  the  people  who  were  to  obey  the  laws  : they 
had  all  declared  it ; and  that  convidlion,  imprefled  on  the  minds  of  a fpirited 
people,  was  a fecurity  an  hundred  times  as  ilrong  as  any  parliamentary  de- 
claration of  their  own,  which  could  give  no  Rrength  to  the  great  charter, 
which  they  read  in  their  Statute  Book,  or  the  great  enforcement  they  felt  in 
themfelves.  If  they  complained  of  the  laws,  they  feemed  to  feel  them.  If 
they  neither  acknowledged  nor  obeyed  them,  they  could  not  feel  them.  He 
concluded,  that  it  was  notneceffary  to  make  that  declaration. 

]\Ir.  Daly  and  the  Provoft  fpoke  in  fupport  of  the  independence  of  Ireland, 
but  did  not  fee  the  neceffity  of  making  a declaration  at  that  time  on  a fub- 
jc61,  which  was  not  contefted  ; fo  when  the  houfe  divided,  there  appeared  for 
the  declaration  only  76,  and  againft  it  137. 

The  heads  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bill  in  their  progrefs  through  the  com- 
mittee occafioned  feveral  debates,  in  which  moft  of  the  fpeakers  in  the  houfe 
delivered  their  fentiments  : all  imexccptionably  avowed  principles  of  tolera- 
tion, but  many  differed  upon  particular  topics  arifing  out  of  the  general  fub- 
ject.  ]\Ir.  Flood,  profeffing  himfelf  a friend  to  the  bill,  and  declaring  that 
he  loved  and  admired  the  Roman  Catholics,  wilhed  them  to  have  permanent 
property,  but  not  political  power;  but  conceived  that  the  poffeffion  of  the 
fee  fiinple  would  give  political  power,  by  commanding  influence  in  eledions. 
Mr.  Montgomery  fupported  Mr.  Flood’s  objection,  as  did  alfo  Mr.  Warbur- 
ton,  Mr.  Rowley,  Mr.  .John  Burke,  i\Ir.  Coote,  and  particularly  ]\Ir.  St. 
George.  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  JMr.  IMalbn,  Mr.  Buflie,  and  feveral  others,  were 
ftrenuous  againft  Catholics  receiving  foreign  education,  and  were  for  their 
being  admitted  to  the  univerfity.  Several  members  obje61ed  againft  their 
being  permitted  the  open  and  public  exercilc  of  their  religion,  and  ftill  more 
.'igainft  allowing  the  fame  toleration  to  the  regular  clergy,  as  to  tbe  fecular 
priefts.  Mr.  Yelverton,  the  Provoft,  General  Cunningham,  Mr.  Grattan, 
Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  D.  Daly,  IMr.  Hufley  Burgh,  IMr.  Dillon,  Captain  Hall,  Sir 
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Lucius  O’Brvan,  and  Mr.  IMoffoin,  declared  themfelves  warm  advocates  for 
removing  the  whole  penal  code  from  the  Roman  Catliolics,  and  zealoufly 
cfpoufed  their  caufe,  not  only  in  jiiftice  to  them,  but  for  the  general  benefit 
and  welfare  of  the  country.  i\Ir.  Gardiner,  wifliing  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
general  difpofition  of  the  houfe  to  grant  fome  relief  to  the  Catholics,  moulded 
tlie  matter  he  had  brought  before  the  houfe  into  the  form  of  three  feparate 
bills,  the  firft  of  vdiich  afterwards  palled  into  an  adt,  intituled.  An  Act  for  the 
further  Relief  of  his  JMaJeftfs  Subjects  of  this  Kingdom  proj'ejjing  the  Roman 
Catholic  Religion.*  The  adt  recites,  “ that  all  fuch  fubjedls  as  had  taken  ^the 
oath  of  allegiance  prefcribed  by  the  13th  and  14th  of  Geo.  III.c.  34.  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  good  and  loyal  fubjedls,  and  that  the  continuance  of  feveral 
of  the  Popery  laws  affedling  them  was  unneceffary,  and  injurious  to  the  real 
welfare  and  profperity  of  Ireland.”  It  then  enables  Catholics  to  take,  hold, 
and  difpofe  of  lands  and  hereditaments  in  the  fame  manner  as  Protellants  : 
(except  advowfons  and  manors,  or  boroughs  returning  members  for  parlia- 
ment.) It  removes  feveral  penalties  from  fuch  of  the  clergy,  as  lhall  have 
taken  the  oath  and  been  regiftered ; it  confines  its  operation  to  the  regular 
clergy  then  within  that  kingdom,  (by  which  the  fuccelfion  of  other  regulars 
from  abroad  might  be  prevented)  it  deprives  any  clergyman,  officiating  in  a 
church  or  chapel  with  a fteeple  or  bell  of  the  benefit  of  the  adl,  and  repeals 
feveral  of  the  moll  noxious  parts  of  the  adls  of  Ann  and  Geo.  I.  and  Geo.  Il.f 

The 

* i>l  and  22  Geo.  III.  c.  24. 

f Such  as  the  power  given  to  a magiftrate  to  fine  and  imprifon  every  Papift  refufing  to  appear 
and  declare  upon  oath  when  and  where  he  had  laft  heard  mafs,  who  celebrated  and  aflified  at  it, 
and  the  refidence  of  any  Popifh  ecclefiaftic  : fuch  as  prohibited  a Papift  to  have  a horfe  of  the  value 
of  bl.  under  certain  penalties,  and  which  enabled  the  chief  governor  to  feize  all  tlieir  horfes  upon 
any  invafion  or  inteftine  war  likely  to  happen  : fuch  as  enabled  the  grand  jury  to  prefent  the  reim- 
burfing  of  all  robberies  and  depredations  of  privateers  in  time  of  war  upon  the  real  and  perfonal 
eftate  of  the  Catholics  within  the  county  ; fuch  as  fubjeded  every  Catholic  to  certain  penalties,  who 
did  not  provide  a Proteftant  watchman  to  watch  in  his  turn  : and  fuch  as  fubjeded  to  certain  pe- 
nalties every  Catholic,  who  Ihould  take  or  purchafe  a houfe  in  Limerick  or  Galway,  or  the  fuburbs 
thereof. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates  (l  Pari.  Deb.  p.  Sn)  Mr.  Bufhe  e.^prelPed  a defire,  that  a claufe 
ihould  be  inferted  in  the  bill  to  eafe  the  Roman  Catholics  from  a moft  oppreffive  law,  then  in  being, 
which  compelled  them  to  make  good  the  depredations  committed  by  robbers  in  the  country,  in  which 
they  refided.  He  inftanced  a tranfadion,  which  happened  within  his  own  knowledge,  in  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  : a number  of  villains,  under  the  denomination  of  White  Boys,  atfembled  a 
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The  fecond  bill  was  for  providing  for  the  education  of  the  Catholics,  whiclr 
afterwards  palfed  into  a law,  intituled,*  An  A6i  to-  allow  Perfons  py'ofejjing 
the  Popijh  Religion  to  teach  School  in  this  Kingdom,  and  for  the  regulating 
the  Education  of  Papijls,  and  alfo  to  repeal  Parts  of  certain  Laws^relathe  to 
the  Guar dianjhip  of  their  Children.  The  aft  repeals  as  much  of  the  afts  of 
William  and  Ann  as  impofed  on  Catholics  teaching  fchool,  or  privately  in- 
ftrufting  youth  in  learning,  the  fame  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  as  any 
Popilh  regular  convift  was  fubjeft  to;  but  excepts  out  of  its  benefit  any 
perfon,  Avho  Ihould  not  have  taken  the  late  oath  of  allegiance,  who  fliould  re- 
ceive a Proteftant  fcholar,  or  who  fliould  become  an  uflier  to  a Proteftant 
fchoolmafter.  The  aft  alfo  enables  Catholics  (not  being  ecclefiaftics)  to  be  ' 
guardians  to  their  own  or  any  Popifh  child.  When  Mr.  Gardiner  propofed 
' his  third  bill,  which  was  for  eftablifliing  intermarriages  between  Proteftants 
and  Roman  Catholics,  the  houfe  divided  upon  it,  and  the  bill  was  negatived 
by  a majority  of  eight.f 

Mr.  Gardiner’s  bill,  which  in  its  original  form  was  one,  had  been  long 
drawn  and  confidered  by  men  of  eminence  on  both  fides  of  the  water,  before 
it  was  brought  forward  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons.  Much  previous  ne- 
gociation  was  requifite  ere  IMr.  Gardiner  dared  venture  it  to  the  diferetion  of 
the  houfe.  The  great  oppofition  to  it  was  given  from  the  Archbifhop  of  Ca- 
fhell’s  intereft:  feveral  others,  who  held  places  under  government,  were  alfo 
adverfe.  Certain  it  is,  that  government  gave  no  diredt  countenance  or  fup- 
port  to  it,  though  feveral  fupporters  of  government  cordially  favoured  the 
meafurc.  ThcTe  bills  v'ere  viewed  in  very  oppofite  lights  by  different  de- 

few  years  fince,  and  did  confiderable  mifehief  j the  grand  jury,  from  the  affidavits  of  the  fufferers, 
granted  a prefentmtsit  accordingly  ; a fliort  time  after,  one  of  the  offenders  was  apprehended,  who 
proved  to  be  a Proteffant,  and  was  executed  for  the  offence.  He  faid,  there  was  no  other  proof  re- 
quired by  this  iniquitous  act,  to  obtain  a prel'entment  on  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants,  tlian  to 
fwear  that  the  plunderers  fpoke  with  the  Irifh  accent. 

Another  hardffiip  that  the  people  of  that  perfuafion  laboured  under,  from  that  oppretiive  law,  was, 
that  an  individual  could  be  compelled  to  pay  the  whole  fum,  notwithftanding  he  lived  in  a diffant 
part  of  the  country  from  the  place,  where  the  offence  was  committed. 

One  of  the  members  inftanced  a gentleman,  who  refided  within  a mile  of  his  own  houfe,  and  near 
thirty  miles  from  where  the  offence  was  committed,  on  whom  they  levied  the  amount,  by  virtue  of 
an  execution  taken  out  of  the  crown  office,  and  that  he  and  his  family  were  beggars  about  tlie 
country  ever  after. 

* 21  and  22  Geo.  III.  c.  62.  t 10  Journ.  Com.  p.  3 17. 
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fcriptions  of  perfons.  Some  confidered  them  as  ruinous  to  the  Proteftant 
afcendancy  in  Ireland,  and  therefore  oppofed  them  in  every  hage  : others 
confidered  them  too  liberal,  although  fome  encouragement  ought  to  be 
given  to  the  long  tried  and  then  much  wanted  fidelity  of  the  Catholic  body; 
a third  was  difpofed  to  grant  even  more,  than  thefe  bills  imported ; though 
they  ftill  maintained,  that  the  great  body  of  the  Irilh  Catholics  were  to  be 
kept  in  a civil  fubordination  to  the  privileged  order  of  Proteftants.  And  a 
fourth  openly  and  unequivocally  declared,  that  national  juftice  and  national 
policy  demanded  the  complete  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  and  a per- 
fedt  civil  amalgation  of  the  whole  Irilh  people.  There  is  no  quefiion,  but 
that  the  flighteft  interference  of  government  would  have  procured  at  that 
time  much  larger  conceffions  than  thofe,  which  the  bills  imported.  The  public 
mind  had  not  as  yet  fliaken  off  its  old  trammels  of  prejudice.*  IMany  cried 

loudly 

* The  enlightened  mind  of  IVIr.  Burke  faw  things  as  they  really  were  through  the  mifts  and 
clouds  of  inveterate  habit,  prejudice,  and  bigotry,  which  disfigured  them  to  others.  In  a letter  he 
wrote  to  a noble  peer  of  Ireland  upon  this  bill  (printed  in  London  1780)  he  fays,  To  look  at  the 
bill,  in  the  abfl:ra£t,  it  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a renewed  a6t  of  univerfal,  unmitigated,  in- 
“ d'lfpenfable,  exceptionlefs  difqualification.  One  would  imagine,  that  a bill  infiitding  fuch  a mul- 
''  titude  of  ineapacities,  had  followed  on  the  heels  of  a conquefl:,  made  by  a very  fierce  enemy, 
under  the  impreffion  of  recent  animofity  and  refentment.  No  man,  on  reading  that  bill,  could_ 
imagine  he  was  reading  an  aft  of  amnefty  and  indulgence.  This  I fay  on  memory.  It  recites  the 
oath,  and  that  Catholics  ought  to  be  confidered  as  good  and  loyal  fubjefts  to  his  majefty,  his 
crown  and  government ; then  follows  an  univerfal  exelufion  of  thofe  good  and  loyal  fubjefts  from 
every,  even  the  lowell  offiee  of  truft  and  profit,  or  from  any  vote  at  an  eleftion  j from  any  pri- 
” vilege  in  a town  corporate  j from  being  even  a freeman  of  fueh  corporations  ; from  ferving  on 
grand  juries;  from  a vote  at  a veftry  ; from  having  a gun  in  his  houfe,  from  being  a barrifter, 
attorney,  folicitor,  or  Src.  &c.  See. 

This  has  furely  much  more  the  air  of  a table  of  proferiptions,  than  an  aft  cf  grace.  What  muft 
we  fuppofe  the  laws,  concerning  thofe  good  fubjefts,  to  have  been,  of  which  this  is  a relaxa- 
tion  ? When  a very  great  portion  of  the  labour  of  individuals  goes  to  the  ftate,  and  is  by  the  ftate 
again  refunded  to  individuals  through  the  medium  of  offices,  and  in  this  circuitous  progrefs  from 
the  public  to  the  private  fund  indemnifies  the  families,  from  whom  it  is  taken,  an  equitable 
“ balance  between  the  government  and  the  fubjeft  is  eftablifiied.  But  if  a great  body  of  the  people 
who  eontribute  to  this  ftate  lottery,  are  exeluded  from  all  the  prizes,  the  ftopping  the  eireulation 
“ with  regard  to  them  muft  be  a moft  eruel  hardthip,  amounting  in  effeft  to  being  double  and 
''  treble  taxed,  and  will  be  felt  as  fueh  to  the  very  quick  by  all  the  families,  high  and  low,  of  thofe 
“ hundreds  of  thoufands,  who  are  denied  their  ehance  in  the  returned  fruits  of  their  own  induftry. 
This  is  the  thing  meant  by  thofe  who  look  on  the  public  revetnte  only  as  a fpoil;  and  will  naturally 
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ioiidly  againft  perfecution,  Avdio  Itill  voted  for  the  difabilities,  pains,  penal- 
ties, and  forfeitures  of  their  fellow  fubje6ts.  The  reje6iion  of  the  *inter- 
marriage  bill,  by  the  commons  of  tliat  day,  evidently  demonftrates  thewiflies 

and. 

/ 

wifli  to  have  as  few  as  poflibl’e  conoerned  in  the  divifion  of  the  booty.  If  a flate  iliould  be  fo  un^ 
“ happy  as  to  think  it  cannot  fubfift  without  fuch  a barbarous  profeription,  the  perfons  fo  pro- 
feribed  ought  to  be  indemnified  by  the  remiffion  of  a large  part  of  their  taxes,  by  an  immunity 
from  the  officer  of  public  burden,  and  by  an  exemption  from  being  prefled  into  any  military  or 
“■  naval  fervice.  Why  are  Catholics  excluded  from  the  law  ? Do  not  they  expend  money  in  their 
fuits  ? Why  may  not  they  indemnify  themfelves  by  profiting  in  the  perfons  of  fome  for  the  loflTes 
“ incurred  by  others  ? Why  may  they  not  have  perfons  of  confi.dence,  whom  they  may,  if  they 
“ pleafe,  employ  in  the  agency  of  their  alfairs  ? The  exclufion  from  the  law,  from  grand  juries, 
from  Iheriffships,  and  under- flieriffships,  as  well  as  from  freedom  in  any  corporation,  may  fub- 
“ jeft  them  to  dreadful  hardfliips,  as  it  may  exclude  them  wholly  from  all  that  is  beneficial,  and  ex- 
“ pofethem  to  all  that  is  mifehievous  in  a trial  by  jury.  This  was  manifeftly  within  my  own  ob- 
“■  fervation,.  for  I was  three  times  in  Ireland  from  the  year  1760  to  the  year  1767,  where  I had 
fuflicient  means  of  information,  concerning  the  inhuman  proceedings,  among  which  were  many 
“ cruel  murders,  befides  an  infinity  of  outrages  and  oppreflions  unknown  before  in  a civilized  age, 
which  prevailed  during  that  period  in  confequence  of  a pretended  confpiracy  among  the  Roman 
“ Catholics  againft  the  king’s  government.  I could  dilate  upon  the  mifehiefs  that  may  happen, 
“ from  thofe,  which  have  happened  upon  this  head  of  difqualification,  if  it  were  at  all  necelTary. 

“ The  head  of  exclufion  from  votes  for  members  of  parliament  is  clofely  connected  with  the  for- 
mer.  When  you  caft  your  eye  on  the  Statute  Book,  you  will  fee,  that  no  Cathcdic,  even  in  the 
“ ferocious  adt  of  Queen  Anne,  was  difabled  from  voting,  on  account  of  his  religion  ; the  only 
“ conditions  required  for  that  privilege,  were  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration  both  relative  to 
a civil  concern.  Parliament  has  fince  added  another  oath  of  thefameTindj  and  yet  an  Houfe 
" of  Commons  adding  to  the  fecurities  of  government  in  proportion  as  its  danger  is  confelfedly 
lelTened,  and  profelfing  both  confidence  and  indulgence,  takes  away,  in  eftcdl,  the  privilege  left . 
“ by  an  aft  full  of  jealoufy,.  and  profelfing  perfecution. 

“ The  taking  away  of  a vote  is  the  taking  away  the  fliield,  which  the  fubjefthas,  not  only  againft' 
the  oppretfion  of  power,  but  that  worft  of  all  opprelfions,  the  perfecution  of  private  fociety,  and 
“ private  manners.  No  candidate  for  parliamentary  influence  is  obliged  to  the  leaft  attention  towards 
“ them,  either  in  cities  or  counties.  On  the  contrary,  if  they  fliould  become  obnoxious  to  any  bigoted 
or  malignant  people,  amongft  whom  they  live,  it  will  become  the  intereft  of  thofe,  who  court  po- 
“ pular  favor,  to  ufe  the  numberlefs  means,  which  always  refide  in  magiftracy  and  influence,  to  op- 
“ prefs  them.  The  proceedings  in  a certain  county  in  Munfter  during  the  unfortunate  period  I have 
“ mentioned,  read  a ftrong  lefture  on  the  cruelly  of  depriving  men  of  that  fliield,  on  account  of 
‘‘  their  fpeculative  opinions.” 

* Mr.  Burke  has  alfo  fpoken  ftrongly  of  the  aft  prohibiting  the  inteimarriages  of  Proteftants  and 
Catholics,  which  was  palPed  in  the  fliort  adminiftration  of  LordChefterficld.  " Mr.  Gardiner’s  huma- 
nity,” fays  he,  (p.  25)  ‘'was  fliockcd  at  it,  as  one  of  the  worft  parts  of  that  truly  barbarous  fyftem,  if 
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and  determination  of  the  majority  of  their  houfe  to  keep  Ireland  a divided 
people,  in  order  to  fupport  tire  oligarchy  of  a privileged  order  over  the  reft  of 
the  community,  as  a vilified  and  degraded  caft. , 

' Although  thefe,  and  fome  other  bills  did  not  receive  the  royal  aifent 
tluring  the  vice-royalty  of  Lord  Carlifle,  yet  having  been  brought  forward 
under  him,  they  may  be  confidered  as  ads  of  his  adminiftration.  Such  alfo 
was  the  bill*  for  eftablifiiing  a national  bank  of  Ireland,  with  fome  other  be- 
neficial bills  of  regulation.  As  the  Irilh  adminiftration  was  but  a fubordinate 
part  of  that  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  natural,  that  the  lord  lieutenant  and  his 
fecretary  fiiould  carry  on  matters  with  a lefs  high  hand,  when  once  they  per- 
ceived the  oppofition  in  Great  Britain  daily  gaining  ground,  and  haftening 
the  downfal  of  that  ill-fatedj'  miiiiftry,  which  had  weakened  the  Britifli  em- 
pire 

“ one  could  well  fettle  the  preference,  where  almoft  all  the  parts  were  outrages  on  tlie  laws  of  huma- 
“ nity,  and  the  law  of  nature.  This  man,  (Lord  Chefterfield)  while  he  was  duping  the  credulity 
of  Papifts  with  fine  words  in  private,  and  commending  their  good  behaviour  during  a rebellion  in 
“ Great  Britain,  as  it  well  deferred  to  be  commended  and  rewarded,  was  capable  of  urging  penal 
“ laws  againfi.  them  in  a fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  ftimulatingwitli  provocatives  the  wearied  and 
“ half  exhaufted  bigotry  of  the  then  parliament  of  Ireland.  They  fat  to  work,  but  were  at  a lofs 
“ what  to  do  5 for  they  had  ah'eady  almoll  gone  through  every- contrivance,  which  could  wafte  the 
“ vigour  of  their  country : but,  after  much  flruggle,  they  produced  a child  of  their  old  age,  the 
” Blocking  and  unnatural  aft  about  marriages,  which  tended  to  linifli  the  fcheme  for  making  the 
“ people  not  only  two  diftinft  parties  for  ever,  but  keeping  them  as  two  diftinft  fpecies  in  the  fame 
“ land.” 

* 21  Sc  22  Geo.  III.  c.  xvi. 

t The  firft  unequivocal  fymptom  of  the  downfal  of  Lord  North’s  adminiftration,  was  the  reftg- 
nation  of  Lord  George  Germaine  (3  Eels.  Mem.  Geo.  III.  p.  244.)  The  unpopularity  of  the 
American  fecretary  was  fo  great  and  manifeft,  that  he  now  thought  it  expedient,  feeing  parlia- 
mentary cenfures  likely  to  become  again  in  fafliion,  to  refign  the  feals  of  that  department,  and  for 
his  eminent  fervices,  he  was,  by  his  majefty,  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  the  peerage.  But  before  the 
great  feal  was  affixed  to  the  patent,  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  moved  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  " That 
“ it  was  highly  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  that  houfe,  that  any  perfon  labouring  under  the  fentence 
of  a court-martial,  ftyled  in  the  public  orders  ifl'ued  by  his  late  majefty,  a cenfure  much  uorfe 
“ than  death,  and  adjudged  unfit  to  ferve  his  majefty  in  any  military  capacity,  Ihould  be  recora- 
mended  to  the  crown  as  a proper  perfon  to  fit  in  that  houfe.” 

The  motion  was  evaded  by  the  queftion  of  adjournment  j but  Lord  George  Germaine  having 
aftually  taken  his  feat  in  the  houfe  under  the  title  of  Lord  Vifeount  Sackville,  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
marthen renewed  his  attack,  and  urged,  “ that  the  houfe  of  peers  being  a court  of  honor,  it 
“ behoved  them  to  preferve  that  honor  uncontarainated,  and  to  mark  in  the  moft  forcible  manner 
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pire  by  the  lofs  of  her  American  colonies,  the  ufelefs  facrifice  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  lives,  and  the  accumulation  of  above  a hundred  millions  of  national 
debt. 

One 

their  difapprobation  of  the  introdu6lion  of  a perfon  into  that  affembly,  who  was  ftigmatized  in 
“■  the  orderly  books  of  every  regiment  in  the  fervice.” 

Lord  Abingdon,  who  feconded  the  motion,  ftyled  the  admillion  of  Lord  George  Germaine  to  & 
peerage,  “ an  infufferable  indignity  to  that  houfc,  and  an  outrageous  infult  to  the  public." 

The  motion  was  powerfully  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Lord  Southampton,  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne,  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  other  diftinguiflied  peers.  On  the  divifion,  never- 
thelefs,  it  was  reje£ted  by  a majority  of  93  to  28  voices  : a proteft,  however,  was  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  houfe,  declaring  the  promotion  of  his  lordfl)ip  to  be  a meafure  fatal  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  crown,  infulting  to  the  memory  of  the  late  fovereign,  and  highly  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  the  houfe.” 

Mr.  Fox,  on  the  20th  of  February,  1782,  again  brought  forward  his  motion  of  cenfure,  fomeJ 
what  varied,  on  Lord  Sandwich,  which  was  negatived  by  a majority  of  19  voices  only,  in  a houfe 
confining  of  453  members  j but  to  the  aftonifliment  of  the  nation,  the  noble  lord  ftill  daringly  kept 
polTeffion  of  his  office,  although  217  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  pronounced  him 
g^iilty  of  a fhameful  mifraanagement  of  the  naval  affairs  of  Great  Britain.”  And  on  the  22d  of 
February,  General  Conway  moved  ” for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  earneflly  imploring  his  majefty 
“ that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  liften  to  the  humble  prayer  and  advice  of  his  faithful  Com- 
mons,  that  the  war  on  the  continent  of  North  America  might  no  longer  be  purfued,  for  the  im- 
prafticable  purpofeof  reducing  that  country  to  obedience  by  force.”  This  was  oppofed  in  a long 
fpeech  by  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  (now  Lord  Mendip)  the  new  fecretary  for  the  American  depart- 
ment j and  on  the  divifion,  the  minifter  had  the  fearful  majority  of  one  voice  only.  On  Mr,  W, 
Ellis  Mr.  Burke  was  powerfully  fevere  in  his  anfwer.  “ This  war,”  faid  he,  ” had  been  amaze- 
ingly  fertile  in  the  growth  of  new  ftatefmen  ; the  right  honorable  gentleman  was  indeed  an  old 
” member,  but  a young  fecretary.  Having,  however,  ftndied  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  he  had  en- 
''  tered  into  full  poffeffion  of  all  the  parliamentary  qualifications,  by  which  his  predeceffor  had  beeii 
“ fo  confpicuoully  diftinguilbed  j the  fame  attachments,  the  fame  antipathies,  the  fame  extrava- 
“ gant  delufion,  the  fame  wild  phantoms  of  the  brain,  marked  the  right  honorable  gentleman  as 
“ the  true  minifterial  heir  and  refiduary  legatee  of  the  noble  vifeount ; and  notwithftanding  the 
metamorphofis  he  had  recently  undergone,  he  was  fo  truly  the  fame  thing  in  the  fame  place,  that 
" juftly  might  it  be  faid  of  him,  ‘ alter  ct  idem  nafeit ur,'  being  of  the  caterpillar  fpecies,  he  had 
“ remained  the  deftined  time  within  the  foft  and  filken  folds  of  a lucrative  employment,  till  having 
“ burft  his  ligaments,  he  fluttered  forth  the  butterfly  miniflerof  the  day.” 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1782,  a refolution  was  made  by  Sir  John  (now  Lord)  Rous,  a man  once 
zcaloufly  attached  to  Lord  North’s  adminiftration,  that  the  houfe,  taking  into  confideration  the  debt 
incurred,  and  the  Ioffes  fullained  in  the  prefent  war,  could  place  no  further  confidence  in  the  mi- 
nifters,  who  had  tlic  dirc6tion  of  public  affairs.  A violent  debate  enfued  j on  the  divifion,  the  num- 
bers were,  227  for,  and  23(5  againft  the  motion.  And  on  the  19th,  the  Earl  of  Surrey  (now  Duke 
of  Norfolk)  had  propofed  to  move  a fimilar  refolution  ; but  when  his  lordlhip  was  about  to  rife. 
Lord  North  addrefl'ed  liimfelf  to  the  fpeakcr,  and  faid,  “ That  as  he  underftood  tlic  objedt  of  the 
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One  of  the  laft  acts  of  Mr.  Eden’s,  in  the  commons,  was  the  communica- 
tion of  his  majefty’s  gracious  anfwer  to  their  addrefs  relative  to  the*  affairs  of 
Portugal,  on  the  5th  of  March,  1782.  Lord  Carlille  now  forefeeing  in  the 
change  of  miniftry  a total  change  of  principles  and  meafures  with  reference 
to  Ireland,  and  having  received  no  frelli  inftrudtions  or  fupport  from  the  Bri- 
tilh  cabinet,  widjed  only  to  carry  fome  of  the  then  pending  bills  up  to  the  lords, 
on  the  i4th  of  March  1782,  adjourned  the  parliament  to  the  l6th  of  April.  By 
that  time  a general  change  having  taken  place  in  the  Britidi  miniflry,  Mr. 
Eden  went  to  London  with  Lord  CarliOe’s  refignation  of  the  lieutenancy  of 
that  kingdom,  defiring  only  time  to  make  fome  neceffary  arrangements,  and 
to  clofe  the  feffion  of  parliament.  On  the  14th  of  April,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland  arrived  in  Dublin,  and  immediately  took  upon  him  the  chief  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  Mr.  Eden,  very  fpeedily  after  his  arrival  in  England,  laid 

noble  lord’s  motion  to  be  the  removal  of  mlnifters,  he  w'iflied  to  prevent  the  neceflity  of  giving 
“ the  houfe  further  trouble,  by  an  explicit  declaration,  that  his  majefty  had  come  to  a determina- 
“ tion,  to  make  an  entire  change  of  adminiflration  ; and  he  and  his  colleagues  only  retained  their 
" official  fituation  till  other  minifters  were  appointed  to  occupy  their  places.” 

* The  anfwer  was  to  the  following  effedt : — “ His  majefty  has  received  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe 
” of  Commons  with  that  aftedtionate  fatisfadtion,  which  their  profeffions  of  duty,  loyalty,  and  zea- 
“ lous  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  royal  family,  never  fail  to  excite  in  his  majefty’s  breaft;  and 
•'  his  majefty  does  not  admit  a doubt,  that  thofe  principles  will  continue  to  conftitute,  as  they  have 
“ hitherto  invariably  done,  a moft  diftinguiihed  part  of  the  charadter  of  his  people  of  Ireland. 

“ His  majefty  gives  his  faithful  commons  the  ftrongeft  afliirances,  that  the  confidence  they  fo 
“ dutifully  repofe  in  his  paternal  protedlion,  which  has  been  conftantly  exerted  during  the.  courfe 
“ ot  his  reign,  in  promoting  and  eftablifliing  the  profperity  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  is  moft 
“ jnftly  founded,  as  no  purpofe  is  nearer  his  majefty’s  heart  than  to  afford  them  every  folid  proof  of 
“ that  protedlion. 

“ His  majefty  is  net  furprifed,  that  his  faithful  commons,  always  attentive  to  the  true  intereft 
“ of  this  country,  ftiould  have  obferved  with  alarm  and  concern,  the  obftrudtion  given  in  the  ports 
“ of  Portugal  to  the  importation  of  Irifli  woolen  and  printed  linen  manufadlures  into  that  kingdom  ; 

and  the  full  fatisfadtion,  w hich  the  Houfe  of  Commons  exprefs  in  his  majefty’s  folicitude  upon 
“ this  important  fubjedt,  and  in  his  unremitted  endeavours  to  open  the  eyes  of  Portugal,  not  only 
“ to  the  true  fenfe  of  the  treaties  between  the  two  crowns,  but  to  a juft  underftanding  of  her  owm 
“ real  interefts,  is  gracioufly  accepted  by  his  majefty. 

His  majefty  applauds  the  temper  and  moderation  of  his  commons  upon  this  occafion  j fuch  a 
“ condudt  is  always  becoming  of  their  prudence  and  wifdom,  but  particularly  fo  in  the  prefent 
“ inftance,  as  it  affords  time  for  further  exertions  towards  bringing  this  bufinefs  to  a happy  conclu- 
" fion  i and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  may  reft  aflured,  that  his  majefty  will  perfevere  in  every  pof- 
fible  effort  for  the  attainment  of  that  dcfirable  end.” 
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before  the  Britifli  parliament,*  a view  of  the  political  hiftory  of  L elantl  during- 
the  two  laft  years  ; acquainted  thehoufe  with  the  meafures,  which  (he  faid)  were 
then  forming,  for  rendering  it  totally  independent  of  the  Britifli  legiflature  ; 
and  concluded,  with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  fo  much  of 
the  a6t  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  as  aflerted  a right  in  the  king  and  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  to  make  laws  to  bind  that  kingdom.  The  precipitation, 
with  which  a bufmefs  of  fuch  magnitude  and  importance  was  thus  attempted 
to  be  forced  on  the  houfe,  without  previous  communication  from  any  of  his 
inajefly’s  minifters,  or  knoidedge  of  their  intentions,  was  feverely  cenfured, 
and  the  more  efpecially  as  it  appeared,  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  had 
refufed  to  give  any  official  information  to  government  relative  to  the  ftate  of 
the  country  he  had  juft  left.  IMr.  Eden,  though  loudly  called  on  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  perfffied  in  urging  its  neceffity ; and  in  vindication  of  his  own 
conduCl,  ftated,  that  the  reafon  of  his  rcfufing  to  have  any  communication 
with  his  majefty's  prefent  fervants,  was  the  great  want  of  attention  to  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  which  they  had  fliewn  in  the  mode  of  appointing  his  fuc- 
ceffor,  and  in  his  removal  from  the  lord  lieutenancy  of  the  Eaft  Riding  of 
Yorklhire.  This  apology  ferved  rather  to  increafe  the  difpleafure  of  the 
houfe  ; a motion  of  cenfure  on  his  condiuT  was  threatened  ; and  it  ivas  with 
great  difficulty  he  was  at  laft  brought  to  comply  with  the  general  wifli  of  the 
houfe  in  withdrawing  his  motion.  Mr.  Fox  informed  the  houfe  in  the  courfe 
of  this  debate,  that  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  during  the  fliort  time  they  had 
been  in  office,  had  adlually  holden  three  or  four  councils,  folely  on  the  affairs 
of  Ireland  ; and  that  he  hoped  very  foon,  perhaps  within  the  next  four-and- 
twenty  hours,  to  lay  fome  preparatory  meafure  before  them. 

On  the  very  next  day,  viz.  April  gth,  1782,1  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  commu- 
nicated the  following  meffage  to  the  houfe  ; 


* The  debate  on  the  fituation  of  Ireland  on  the  8th  of  April,  1782,  in  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, is  fo  illuftrative  of  the  ancient  fyftem  of  governing  Ireland  ; fo  explanatoiy  of  the  views 
and  motives  of  the  different  meafures  impofed  upon  that  kingdom  by  the  Britifli  cabinet  j fo  demon- 
ftrativeof  principles  oppoflte  to  thofe  of  the  Union  and  mutual  profperity  of  both  kingdoms,  that  the 
reader  will  be  happy  to  learn  from  the  mouths  of  the  a6tors  themfelves  a complete  narrative  of  this 
great  revolution  m the  kingdom  of  Ireland  : for  which,  tide  Appendix,  No.  LX VIII.  where  the 
whole  debate  is  given. 

f 7 Pari.  Debates,  p.  24.  And  on  the  fame  day,  a meffage  to  the  fame  effedt  was  delivered  to 
the  lords  the  firft  day  of  their  meeting,  and  addreffes  were  unanimoully  voted  by  both  houfes. 
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“ His  majefty  being  concerned  to  find,  that  difcontents  and 
“ jealoufies  are  prevailing  among  his  loyal  fubje6ts  in  Ireland,  upon  matters 

of  great  weight  and  importance,  earneftly  recommends  to  this  houfe,  to 
“ take  the  fame  into  their  mofi  ferious  confideration,  in  order  to  fuch  a final 
“ adjufimentas  may  give  mutual  fatisfa61ion  to  both  kingdoms.  G.  R.” 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  faid,  that  he  hoped  the  houfe  would  give  credit  to  his 
majefty's  minifters  on  the  fubjeft  of  Ireland,  and  believe  that  they  had  not, 
during  the  fiiort  interval  they  had  been  in  office,  in  any  fliape  negledted  to 
take  into  their  confideration  the  very  ferious  and  alarming  condition  of  that 
country ; nor  fhould  they  fufpeft,  that  the  prefent  meffage  from  the  throne 
was  brought  down  in  confequence  of  the  very  fmgular  motion  made  in 
that  houfe  the  day  before.  His  majefty  was  mofi:  earneftly  defirous  of 
fettling  the  difcontents  and  jealoufies,  that  fubfified  in  the  minds  of  his  fub- 
jedts  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ; and  finely  they  deferved  the  name  of  difcon- 
tents and  jealoufies,  for  they  had  rifen  to  be  very  dangerous  and  alarming. 
The  meafures,  Avhich  his  majefiy’s  minifiers  conceived  neceflary  to  be  taken 
in  the  prefent  infiance,  and  which  he  was  to  propofe  to  the  houfe,  would  re- 
quire a great  deal  of  mofi  ferious  difcuffion.  He  intended  to  move  for  an 
liumble  addrefs  to  his  majefiy,  to  afllire  his  majefiy,  that  they  would  without 
delay,  take  into  their  mofi  ferious  confideration  this  important  fubje6l ; and 
endeavour  to  affifi  his  majefiy’s  earnefi  and  mofi  gracious  wifkes  to  refiore 
confidence  and  harmony  between  the  two  kingdoms.  The  right  honorable 
gentleman  faid,  that  though  the  words  “ without  delay,”  were  introduced  into 
the  motion  for  the  addrefs,  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention  to  urge  the 
houfe  to  any  hafiy  or  premature  meafure,  which  might  heal  the  differences 
for  a time,  without  putting  a final  flop  and  conclufion  to  the  bufmefs.  The 
lioufe  would  perceive,  that  in  the  pretenfions  of  the  Irifii,  exprefled  by  the 
parliament  and  people,  the  matter  contained  no  lefs  than  the  confiitution 
of  the  kingdom;  that  it  comprehended  not  only  the  commercial  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  kingdom,  but  alfo  the  legifiative  powers  and  royalty.  The 
mofi  important  obje6ls  were  therefore  embraced,  and  both  nations  were  mofi 
materially  concerned  in  the  difcuffion  and  fettlement  of  the,  matter.  They 
were  topics,  upon  which  the  houfe  would  fee  his  majefiy  could  not  decide, 
without  the  affifiance  of  his  parliament ; nor,  indeed,  could  it  be  done  without 
the  concurrence  and  operation  of  both  parliaments.  To  come  to  the  bufi- 
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nefs,  therefore,  with  propriety,  and  in  a manner  which  would  give  effe6l  to 
their  proceecfings,  they  muft  have  full  and  authentic  information ; and  both 
parliaments  muft  take  time  in  their  deliberations,  and  aflift  each  other  in  the 
progrefs  and  conclufion  of  the  bufmefs.  The  hafty  ftep  promifed  yefterday  by 
a right  honorable  gentleman,  would  have  been  moft  unwife  and  impolitic.  It 
was  the  duty  of  government  to  come  to  the  matter  for  pofterity,  as  well  as  for 
the  prefent  day,  and  in  quieting  the  exifting  jealoufies,  to  eftablifti  fuch  a 
principle  of  relation  and  conftitution,  as  fhould  prevent  future  difcontents 
from  ariftng.  He  believed  it  would  be  eafy  for  the  king’s  minifters  to  do  as 
their  predeceffors  had  done,  to  patch  up  a temporary  ceflation  of  claims,  and 
leave  to  thofe,  who  were  to  come  after  them,  all  the  dangers  of  an  unfettled 
conftitution,  for  the  mean  advantage  of  clearing  themfelves  from  difficulties, 
which  they  had  not  the  courage  to  meet  with  fairnefs  ; but  they  confidered  it 
as  their  duty  to  come  with  determined  minds  to  the  main  queftion,  and  fettle 
the  true  quality  and  nature  of  the  relationfhip  which  fubfifted  between  the 
two  countries,  to  afcertain  their  diftinft  conftitutions,  and  to  eftablifti  fuch  an 
union  between  them,  as  ftiould  endure  for  ages.  He  hoped,  from  what  palled 
yefterday,  from  the  melfage  of  his  majefty  this  day,  and  from  the  addrefs  to 
the  throne  in  confequence  thereof,  declaring,  that  they  ivere  determined  to 
enter  ferioufly,  and  without  delay  into  the  difcuffion  of  this  bufmefs,  it  would 
be  clearly  underftood,  that  his  majefty ’s  minifters,  and,  what  was  much  more 
elfential,  the  parliament,  were  difpofed  to  fettle  this  bufinefs.  Tliis  being 
carried  over  to  the  people  of  Ireland  by  the  new  lord-lieutenant,  and  commu- 
cated  to  that  parliament,  under  the  moft  facred  alfurances  from  the  throne, 
would,  as  it  ought,  have  its  elfe6ts  upon  our  fifter  kingdom,  and  incline  them 
to  meet  this  country  ivith  the  fame  difpofition  to  an  amicable  fettlemcnt  of  the 
differences.  When  the  lord-lieutenant  was  fettled  in  his  adminiftration,  the 
government  of  this  country  would  not  be  denied  that  information,  which  was 
elfential  to  the  knowledge  and  difcuflion  of  the  fubje6tj  and  he  allured  the 
houfe,  that  whenever  his  majefty’s  minifters  ftiould  be  in  polfeffion  of  that 
information,  they  would  lay  it  before  parliament,  to  affift  them  in  their  deli- 
berations on  the  important  point.  This  was  the  plan,  which  they  intended  to 
purfue  in  the  fettlement  of  this  bufmefs  ; and  they  hoped  to  have  the  affiftance 
of  all  the  ability,  zeal,  alfe61ion,  and  honefty  of  both  kingdoms,  in  bringing 
it  to  a happy,  a fpeedy,  and  a permanent  conclufion.  He  then  moved,  that 
an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  Ins  majefty,  to  return  his  majefty  the 
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thanks  of  that  houfe,  for  his  moft  gracious  meflag*e ; and  to  affure  his  majef  y, 
that  the  houfe,  feeling  with  his  majefty  the  deepeft  concern,  that  difcontents 
and  jealoufies  Ihould  have  arifen  among  his  majefty’s  loyal  fuhje6ls  in  Ire- 
land, would,  without  delay,  take  the  fame  into  their  moft  ferious  confidcra- 
tion,  in  order  to  fuch  a final  adjuftment  as  might  give  mutual  fatisfadlion  to 
both  kingdoms. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  begged  leave  to  fay  a few'  words  upon  his 
leaving  this  country  to  take  upon  himfelf  a moft  important  office,  for  which, 
he  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  very  unqualified,  that  of  fecretary  to  the  lord-lieute- 
nant of  Ireland.  He  declared,  that  he  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of 
that  office,  in  the  firm  perfuafion  and  confidence,  that  his  majefty’s  prefent  mi- 
nifters  were  fincere  in  their  profeflions,  and  that  they  were  earneftly  difpofed 
to  make  fuch  conceffions  to  Ireland,  as  Ihould  quiet  their  jealoufies,  and  give 
fatisfadlion  to  their  minds.  If  he  had  not  had  this  opinion  of  the  king’s  mini- 
Iters,  no  circumftance  upon  earth  could  have  induced  him  to  take  a fituation, 
which,  at  any  time,  he  would  not  have  coveted,  and  which  only  fuch  opinion 
and  confidence  could  make  him  endure.  lie  thought,  and  believed,  that  it 
was  the  wife  policy  of  this  country  to  make  thofe  conceffions,  as  from  the 
eftablifhment  of  a firm  and  friendly  relation,  founded  upon  a clear  and  known 
conftitution,  the  moft  happy  confequences  would  be  derived  to  both  coun- 
tries. He  was  juft  on  the  point,  he  faid,  of  leaving  England,  and  he  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  him  to  fay  thus  much,  that  it  might  he  known  upon  what 
ground  he  was  going  to  Ireland  ; and  it  gave  him  great  pleafure  to  have  it  in 
his  power,  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  that  country,  that 
this  houfe  exprefted  the  moft  zealous  defire  of  coming  to  an  amicable  fettle- 
ment  of  all  differences. 

The  Duke  of  Portland,  on  his  arrival  in  Dublin,  was  received  with 
demonftrations  of  the  moft  enraptured  joy.  When  the  parliament  met 
according  to  adjournment,  on  the  l6th  of  April,  the  galleries  and  bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  crowded,  and  expedlation  was  raifed  to  en- 
thufiafm.  As  foon  as  the  fpeaker  had  taken  the  chair,  Mr.  John  Hely 
Hutchinfon,  his  majefty’s  principal  fecretary  of  ftate,  arofe,  and  announced 
to  the  houfe,  that  he  was  charged  by  the  lord-lieutenant  to  communi- 
cate to  them  a meflage  from  his  majefty,  of  the  fame  tenor  as  that  which 
had  been  communicated  to  both  houfes  of  the  Britifli  parliament.  He  begged 
to  fay  a few  words,  not  as  an  officer  of  the  crown,  but  as  a gentleman 
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of  the  country.  As  to  the  right  of  that  kingdom  to  be  bonnden  by  no  other 
laws,  but  thofe  made  by  the  king,  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  he  had  al- 
ways aiferted  it  from  the  feat  of  judicature  as  a judge,  and  in  that  houfe  as  a 
reprefentative  of  the  people.  He  Ihould  be  glad  that  every  man  in  Great  Bri- 
tain underftood,  that  the  claim  was  not  new,  it  was  as  old  as  the  invafion  of 
the  right;  the  principal  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  1041, 
complained  of  it  as  an  innovation  unknown  to  their  anceftors.  Soon  after  the 
reftoration,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  lord- 
lieutenant,  and  in  the  prefence  of  both  houfes,  Rated  the  right  of  Ireland  to 
be  governed  only  by  laws  made  by  her  own  parliament ; and  foon  after  the  re- 
volution, this  (jueftion  was  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  controverfy,  by  the  work 
of  a great  fcholar  and  philofopher. 

- He  then  mentioned  Mr.  Grattan  in  terms  of  the  higheft  refpedl,  and  faid, 
he  muftever  live  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  ; but  the  prefent  age  and 
poRerity  would  be  indebted  to  him  for  the  greateR  of  all  obligations,  and 
would,  but  he  hoped  at  a great  diRance  of  time,  infcribe  on  his  tomb,  that  he 
had  redeemed  the  liberties  of  his  country.  He  faid,  that  whatever  mode 
Ihould  be  propofed  for  the  deelaration  of  this  right,  in  terms  the  moR  unequi- 
vocal and  explicit,  whether  by  vote,  addrefs,  or  bill,  Riould  receive  his 
ftrongeft  fupport,  provided  it  contained  fuch  fentiments  of  duty  and  loyalty 
to  the  king,  and  aRedtion  to  our  fellow-fubjedis  of  Great  Britain,  as  every  man 
in  that  nation  felt.  When  this  point  was  fully  eRablifhed,  it  would  let  in 
new  light  on  other  parts  of  the  conftitution.  He  had  confidered  thofe  Ra- 
tutes,  called  Poynings’  law,  as  containing  Rrong  arguments  in  fupport  of  the 
independence  of  the  Irilh  legiflature;  but  this  independence  being  efta- 
blilhed,  or  at  the  eve  of  being  fo,  he  Riould  agree  to  a bill  for  the  modification 
of  Poynings’  law,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  Ropping,  or  altering  their  bills  in  their 
privy  council,  or  the  alteration  of  them  elfewhere;  for  he  never  could  agree 
to  give  any  other  privy  council  a power,  which  was  taken  from  their  own. 

He  thought  it  necelfary,  that  the  mutiny  bill  Riould  be  made  triennial. 
He  voted  for  it  as  fuch  on  its  firR  introdudion.  The  confequence  was,  his 
having  been  reprefented  very  unjuRly,  as  inimical  to  the  government,  which 
he  had  fo  long  ferved  with  zeal  and  conRancy.  He  voted  for  the  prefent  a6t 
to  prevent  that  diRurbance  of  the  public  tranquillity,  which  the  rejection  of 
it  would  have  immediately  and  unavoidably  occafioned  : but  had  declared, 
at  the  fame  time,  his  opinion  in  favor  of  a limited  bill.  He  obferved,  that 
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there  were  obje6ls  of  fuch  national tx)ncern,  as  could  only  be  obtained  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  people  ; that  fpirit  was  now  become  univerfal,  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  reprefentariv'es  of  the  people,  to  repeat  the  public  voice,  and  to  con- 
form their  condu6l  to  the  determined  fpirit  of  the  nation.  He  recommended, 
to  proceed  with  unanimity  and  firmnefs,  with  that  duty,  loyalty,  and  attach- 
ment, which  they  owed  to  their  fovereign,  and  with  that  regard  to  the  infepa- 
rable  connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms,  whicli  the  conftitution  of  Ireland, 
and  tlie  mutual  intereft  of  both  kingdoms,  required. 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  moved,  that  a dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs  fliould  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  thanking  him  for  his  mod;  gracious  meflage,  and 
alfuring  him,  that  his  faithful  commons  would  immediately  proceed  upon  the 
great  objedls  he  had  recommended  to  their  confideration. 

JMr.  Grattan  faid,  he  would  date  to  the  houfe  his  reafons  for  changing,  in 
fome  meafure,  the  form  of  the  addrefs  propofed  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
and  hoped  to  induce  the  houfe,  rather  to  declare  that  they  had  confidered  the 
caufes  of  jealoufy,  and  that  they  were  contained  in  his  original  motion  for  a 
declaration  of  rights,  which  he  would-thenmove  as  an  amendment  to  the 
addrefs.  He  faid  he  had  nothing  to  add,  but  to  admire  by  what  dearly  virtue, 
the  people  had  aflerted  their  own  rights.  He  was  not  very  old,  and  yet  he 
remembered  Ireland  a child.  He  had  watched  her  growth ; from  infancy 
die  grew  to  arms ; from  arms  to  liberty.  She  was  not  now  afraid  of  the 
Trench  ; die  was  not  now  afraid  of  the  Englidi ; die  was  not  now  afraid  of  ^ 
herfelf.  Her  fons  were  no  longer  an  arbitrary  gentry ; a ruined  commo- 
nalty; Protedants  oppreffuig  Catholics  ; Catholics  groaning  under  oppredion ; 
but  die  was  now  an  united  land. 

This  houfe  agreeing  with  the  voice  of  the  nation,  paded  the  popery  bill,  and 
by  fo  doing  got  more  than  it  gave,  yet  found  advantages  from  generofity,  and 
grew  rich  in  the  very  a6t  of  charity.  Ye  gave  not,  but  ye  formed  an  alliance 
between  the  Protedant  and  the  Catholic  powers,  for  the  fecurity  of  Ireland. 
What  fiP’iiides  it,  that  three  hundred  men  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  : what 
fignides  it,  that  one  hundred  men  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  adert  their  country’s 
liberty,  if  unfupported  by  the  people?  But  there  is  not  a man  in  Ireland; 
there  is  not  a grand  jury  ; there  is  not  an  adbeiation  ; there  is  not  a corps  of 
volunteers  ; there  is  not  a meeting  of  their  delegates,  which  does  not  main- 
tain the  independence  of  the  Iridi  conditution,  and  pledge  themfelves  to  fup- 
port  the  parliament  in  dxing  that  conditution  on  its  rightful  bads.  Gentlemen 
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will  perceive,  that  I allude  to  the  tranfa^tion  at  Dungannon  : not  long  ago 
the  meeting  at  Dungannon  was  conlidered  as  a very  alarming  meafure,  but 
I thought  otherwife  ; I approved  of  it,  and  confidered  the  meeting  of  Dun- 
gannon as  an  original  tranfa6lion.  As  fuch  only  it  was  matter  of  furprize. 
What  more  extraordinary  tranfaction  than  the  attainment  of  Magna  Charta  ? 
It  was  not  attained  in  parliament,  but  by  the  barons,  armed,  and  in  the  field, 
A great  original  tranfa61ion  is  not  founded  in  precedent,  it  contains  in  itfelf 
both  reafon  and  precedent ; the  revolution  had  no  precedent. 

In  this  country  every  man  has  his  fhare  in  the  government ; and  in  order 
to  aft  or  fpeak,  they  mull  confer.  Now,  did  not  necefiity  compel  them  to 
aft  ? Did  not  necefiity  compel  them  to  fpeak  ? And  wdll  not  their  refolutions 
tend  to  reftore  the  rights  of  their  country  ? They  refolve,  ‘‘  that  a claim  of 
“ any  body  of  men,  other  than  the  king,  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  to 
“ make  laws  to'bind  this  kingdom,  is  unconftitutional  and  a grievance.” 

Is  there  any  man  who  will  deny  it,  for  what  were  volunteer  alTociations 
formed,  but  for  the  maintenance  of  the  law?  What  is  Poynings’  law,  and  the 
unconftitutional  power  of  the  Irifiior  Englilh  privy  council,  but  a grievance? 
What  is  a perpetual  mutiny  bill,  but  a grievance  ? Is  there  any  man  who  will 
deny  it,  or  fay  that  we  have  not  caufe  to  complain  of  this  execrated  fiatute  ? 
And  if  you  feel  the  injury,  the  people  are  ready  to  fupport  you.  They  pro- 
teft  againft  an  independent  army  ; againft  a dependent  legiflature  ; againft  the 
abomination  of  a foreign  legifiature  ; againft  the  aftumed  authority  of  coun- 
cil, they  \vere  more  conftitutional  than  more  formal  aflemblies ; they  have 
protefted  only  againft  what  parliament  ought  to  redrefs ; and  pray,  fir,  have 
not  the  conftituents  a right  to  inform  their  reprefentatives  ? If  England 
Avillies  w^ell  to  Ireland,  Ihe  has  nothing  to  fear  from  her  ftrength.  The  volun- 
teers of  Ireland  would  die  in  fupport  of  England.  This  nation  is  conneftcd 
with  England,  not  by  allegiance  only,  but  by  liberty.  The  crown  is  one 
great  point  of  union,  but  Magna  Charta  is  a greater.  We  could  get  a king 
any  where,  but  England  is  the  only  country,  from  which  \ve  could  get  a con- 
ftitution.  We  are  not  united  with  England,  as  Judge  Blackftone  has  fool- 
ifidy  faid,  by  conqueft,  but  by  charter.  Ireland  has  Britifii  privileges,  and  is 
by  them  connefted  with  Britain  : both  countries  are  united  in  liberty.  This 
being  the  decided  fenfe  of  the  nation,  the  men  who  endeavoured  to  make  our 
connexion  with  England  quadrate  with  this  fenfe,  are  friends  to  Englantl, 
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We  are  friends  to  England  on  perfect  political  equality.  This  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment knows  no  fuperior ; the  men  of  Ireland  acknowledge  no  fiiperiors  ; they 
have  claimed  laws  under  the  conftitution,  and  the  independence  of  parliament 
under  every  law’  of  God  and  man.  He  then  fpoke  upon  the  appellant  ju- 
rifdi6tion~of  the  houfe  of  lords  ; and  he  thought,  that  in  order  to  eradicate 
every  caufe  of  jealoufy,  the  final  judicature  lliould  refide  in  the  peers  of 
Ireland. 

He  again  returned  to  the  mutiny  bill  and  Poynings’  law,  which  he  con- 
demned in  the  moft  forcible  manner.  He  faid,  that  he  wifhed  to  become 
the  decided  friend  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  for  removing  every  caufe  of 
complaint  from  Ireland,  and  that  thefe  were  the  terms,  on  which  he  was 
ready  to  fupport  his  government ; 

A repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  including  a refioration  of  the  appellant 
jurifdiftion  to  the  lords  of  Ireland. 

An  abolition  of  the  unconftitutional  power  of  privy  councils. 

And  a repeal  of  the  mutiny  bill. 

A judge’s  bill  he  refrained  from  mentioning,  as  he  had  heard  it  w’as  re- 
turned. 

“ I cannot  imagine  (continued  he)  that  the  prefent  minifters  of  England 
will  oppofe  thofe  rights  of  the  Irifii  nation ; they  have  been  for  many  years 
advocates  for  the  liberties  of  England  and  of  the  colonies ; it  was  the  great 
rule  of  their  oppofition,  and  it  is  impoflible  that  men,  who  are  ready  to  grant 
independence  to  America,  can  oppofe  the  independence  of  Ireland.” 

Mr.  Grattan  then  moved,  which  was  refolved  Nem  Con. 

“ That  an  humble  addrefs  fliould  be  prefented  to  his  majeft}’,  to  return  his 
“ majefty  the  thanks  of  that  houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  meflage. 

“ To  affure  his  majefty  of  their  unfliaken  attachment  to  his  majefty ’s  per- 

foil  and  government,  and  of  their  lively  fenfe  of  his  paternal  care,  in  thus 
“ taking  the  lead  to  adminifter  content  to  his  fubjedts. 

“ That  thus  encouraged  by  his  royal  interpofition,  they  fiiould  beg  leave, 
“ with  all  duty  and  affedtion,  to  lay  before  his  majefty  the  caufe  of  their  dif- 
“ contents  and  jealoufies.  To  affure  his  majefty,  that  his  fubjedls  of  Ireland 
“ were  a free  people ; that  the  crown  of  Ireland  was  an  imperial  crowm,  in- 
“ feparably  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  on  which  connexion  the 

interefts  and  happinefs  of  both  nations  eflfentially  depended  : but  that  the 
“ kingdom  of  Ireland  ivas  a diftindl  kingdom,  with  a parliament  of  her  oivn, 
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the  foie  legiflature  thereof ; that  there  was  no  body  of  men  competent  to 
“ make  laws  to  bind  this  nation,  except  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 
“ Ireland  ; nor  any  other  parliament,  which  had  any  authority  or  power,  ot 
“ any  fort  whatfoev'er,  in  that  country,  fave  only  the  parliament  of  Ireland. 

“ To  aifure  his  majefty,  that  they  humbly  conceived,  that  in  that  right  the 
“ very  eflence  of  their  liberties  exifted  : a right  which,  on  the  part  ot  all  the 
“ people  of  Ireland,  they  claimed  as  their  birth-right,  and  which  they  could 
“ not  yield  up  but  with  their  lives.  To  atfureliis  majefty,  that  they  hadfeeu 
“ with  concern  certain  claims  advanced  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
“ in  an  a6t  intituled,  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Dependency  of  Ire- 

“ land',  an  act  containing  matter  entirely  irreconcileable  to  the  fundamental 
“ rights  of  that  nation.  That  they  conceived  that  aft,  and  the  claims  itad- 
“ vanced,  to  be  the  great  and  principal  caufe  of  the  difcontents  and  jealouhe.s 
“ in  that  kingdom.  To  afl'ure  his  majefty,  that  his  majefty’s  commons  ot 
“ Ireland  did  moft  fmcerely  with,  that  all  the  bills,  which  became  law  in  Ire- 
“ land,  tliould  receive  the  approbation  of  his  majefty  under  the  great  feal  ot 
“ Great  Britain  ; but  that  yet  they  confidered  the  practice  of  fupprefting 
“ their  bills  in  the  council  of  Ireland,  or  altering  the  fame  any  where,  to  be 
“ another  juft  caufe  of  difcontent  and  jealoufy.  To  affure  his  majefty,  that 
“ an  aft  intituled.  An  Adi  for  the  better  Accommodation  of  his  Majefys 
“ Forces,  being  unlimited  in  duration,  and  defeftive  in  other  inftances,  but 
“ pafted  in  that  ftiape  from  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  times,  M'as 
“ another  juft  caufe  of  difcontent  and  jealoufy  in  that  kingdom.  That  they 
“ had  fubmitted  thefe  the  principal  caufes  of  the  prefent  difcontent  and  jea- 
“ loufy  of  Ireland,  and  remained  in  humble  expeftation  of  redrefs.  lhat 
“ they  had  the  grcateft  reliance  on  his  majefty’s  wifdom,  the  moft  fanguine 
“ expectations  from  his  virtuous  choice  of  a chief  governor,  and  great  con- 
“ fidence  in  the  wife,  aufpicious,  and  conftitutional  councils,  which  they  faw, 
“ with  fatisfaftion,  his  majefty  had  adopted.  That  they  had  moreover,  a 
“ high  fenfe  and  veneration  for  the  Britilh  charafter,  and  did  therefore  con- 
“ ceivc,  that  the  proceedings  of  that  country,  founded  as  they  were  in 
“ right,  and  tempered  by  duty,  muft  have  excited  the  approbation  and 
*•  efteem,  inftcad  of  wounding  the  pride  of  the  Britifli  nation.  And  they  begged 
“ leave  toaft'ure  his  majefty,  that  they  were  the  more  confirmed  in  this  hope, 
“ inafmuch  as  the  people  of  that  kingdom  had  never  exprefted  a defire  to 
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“ fliare  the  freedom  of  England,  without  declaring  a determination  to  lhare 
“ her  fate  likewife,  handing  and  falling  with  the  Britilh  nation.” 

Although  the  hiort  fpace  of  fix  weeks  had  fcarcely  elapfed,  fince  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  triumphantly  boafted  of  their  fteady  adherence  to  the  dic- 
tates of  the  Caftle  in  rejedling  every  effort  of  the  patriots  to  attain  .that  con- 
ftitutional  liberty,  which  they  had  been  labouring  at  for  years  ; although  no 
change  had  taken  place  during  that  Ihort  interval  in  the  internal  policy  or 
fituation  of  the  country,  unlefs  the  love  and  define  of  liberty  were  increafed 
by  refinance ; although  the  prevalence  of  example  in  the  recognition  and 
fuccefsful  efiablilhment  of  American  independence  had  added  to  the  enthu- 
fiafm  for  Irifli  freedom,  the  dudtile  and  infiantaneous  verfatility  of  that  very 
majority  in  fupporting  the  propofitioiis,  which  they  had  before  rejedled,  is  a 
political  phtenomenon,  worthy  of  the  inoft  ferious  obfervation.  All  the  mi- 
iiifterial  members  of  independent  fortune  ftarted  up  in  rapid  fucceffion  to  pu- 
rify their  pall  condudl  by  difclaiming  the  influence  of  place  or  emolument: 
the  chafteft  motives  of  patriotifm  had  induced  them  hitherto  to  oppofe  that 
very  fyftem,  on  which  by  the  magic  of  new  appointments  they  now  difco- 
vered  the  falvation  of  their  country  depended  : they  even  profefled,  that. they 
held  and  believed  thofe  conftitutional  quefiions,  which  they  had  fo  fteadily 
and  uniformly  oppofed,  when  they  were  repeatedly  brought  forward  by  the 
patriots.  On  the  delivery  of  this  meffage,  and  after  Mr,  Grattan’s  fpeech 
to  the  houfe,  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  defied  the  houfe  to  charge  him  with  ever  hav- 
ing afferted  the  fupremacy  of  the  Britijh  parliament ; though  he  confeffed  he 
had  voted  with  minifters  againft  the  declaration  of  rights,  as  judging  it  then 
improper  to  be  moved  ; and  more  efpecially  as  he  knew  Lord  Carlifle  was  then 
labouring  with  his  utmofi;  interefi;  and  influence  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the 
6th  of  Geo.  I.  This  gentleman  fpoke  the  language  of  his  friends,  and  boldly 
declared  in  the  houfe,*  that  as  the  nation  was  then  committed  to  obtain  a re~ 
f oration  of  their  rights,  it  behoced  eveyy  man  to  fand  frm.  A congratula- 
tory addrefs  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  propofed  by  IMr.  O’Neil,  and  una- 
nimoufly  voted  ; which  had  no  fooner  paffed,  than  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  obferved, 
that  as  the  fuddennefs  of  Lord  Carlifle’s  departure  had  rendered  it  impoffible 
to  convey  to  him  the  opinion  entertained  of  his  adminiftration  in  the  way  of 


* I ParL  Deb.  p,  342. 
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acldrefs,  he  llioukl  move  a refolutioii  of  that  tendency  ;*  which  was  feconded 
by  ]Mr.  Daly. 

]\Ir.  O’Neil  faid,  he  was  happy  in  paying  his  tribute  to  the  late  lord  lieu- 
tenant : he  had  adted  in  his  fupport,  he  admired  his  charader,  he  approved 
his  government. 

]\[r,  Grattan  could  not  agree  to  the  motion,  however  Lord  Carlifle  might 
be  refpedable  in  charader.  Many  of  his  meafures  he  had  difapproved  and 
oppofed  ; and  as  he  could  not  fupport  the  motion  without  implying  an  ap- 
probation of  the  government,  he  felt  himfelf  bounden  to  refill  it ; as  did  IMr. 
Forbes  and  fome  other  members. 

IMr.  Toler,  Mr.  John  Beresford,  the  attorney  general,  Mr.  Clements,  the 
recorder,  Mr.  Gardiner,  the  provoll,  and  moll  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
late  adminiftration,  fpoke  in  the  higheft  ftrain  of  panegyric  upon  Lord  Car- 
lille’s  adminiftration  ; and  the  refolution  was  carried  without  a divifion,  there 
being  about  five  noes. 

The  firft  divifion,  which  took  place  in  the  commons  under  the  adminiftra- 
tion of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  was  on  the  Roman  Catholic  bills,  when  there 
appeared  57  for  and  ll  again  11  them. f On  the  4th  of  May,  1782,  the  houfe 
adjourned  for  three  weeks,  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  determination  of  the 
Britilh  miniftry  in  refpedl  to  the  claim  made  by  the  parliament  of  that  king- 
dom for  a declaration  of  rights.  The  length  of  adjournment  was  rather  op- 
pofed by  Mr.  IMartin,  which  brought  on  an  interefting  converfation,  in  which 

* Lord  Carlifle  returned  thanks  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  following  letter, 

“■  Sir,  Dublin,  17  Jpril,  1782. 

“ I have  received  your  letter,  communicating  a vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  acknowledging 
“ in  terms  highly  flattering  to  me,  the  uniform  and  unremitted  attention  with  which  I have  endea- 
“ voured,  during  my  adminiftration,  to  promote  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom  ; I requeft  you  to 
“ offer  to  that  houfe,  where  you  fo  worthily  prefide,  my  moft  fincere  thanks,  for  this  mark  of  na- 
“ tional  approbation.  It  is  with  cordial  pleafure,  that  I fliall  ever  refle(!it  on  the  fortunate  combi- 

nation  of  circumftances,  if  by  them  I have  been  enabled  to  encourage  the  commercial  interefts  of 

tlie  kingdom,  to  promote  the  great  improvements  of  this  metropolis,  to  give  a new  fpring  to  the 
” public  credit,  to  fee  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt  fecured  by  law,  to  add  weight  and  dignity  to  the 
“ adminiftration  of  juftice,  conciliate  to  his  majefty’s  government  every  perfuafion  and  defcrip- 
" tion  of  men,  and  finally  to  mature  the  meafures  of  uniting  a loyal  people  in  general  harmony  and 
" happinefs.  Permit  me  to  offer  you  my  beft  thanks,  for  the  very  obliging  expreffions  with  which 
“ you  have  accompanied  tliis  communication,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Carlisle.” 
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Mr.  Fitzgibbon  and  Mr.  Scott,  the  attorney  general,  fpoke  on  the  indepen- 
dent rights  of  Ireland  with  as  much  enthufiafm,  as  the  higheft  flying  patriot 
under  the  late  adminiftration.  They  both  pointedly  reprobated  the  appellant 
jurifdidion  to  the  Houfe  of  Loids  in  Great  Britain,  and  followed  Mr.  Grat- 
tan in  calling  upon  their  countrymen  to  renounce  it  for  ever.  It  is  but  juf- 
tice  to  thofe  noble  patriots,  by  whofe  perfevering  and  undaunted  efforts  Ire- 
land regained  her  rights,  to  hand  down  to  pofterity  fome  of  the  avowals  and 
honorable  teftimonials  of  thofe  very  perfons,  who  marlhalled  the  ranks,  who 
ftimulated  the  fpirit,  who  led  on  the  charge  of  their  opponents  in  the  long  un- 
availing ftruggle  for  liberty. 

Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  referring  to  his  former  declaration,  “ that  as  he  had  been 
cautious  in  committing  his  country,  fo  now  that  it  was  committed,  he 
would  be  firm  in  fupporting  its  rights  faid,  that  as  the  right  of  making 
laws  to  bind  Ireland  lay  in  their  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  to  the  total 
exclufion  of  all  foreign  interference,  it  was  idle  to  fuj)j)ofe  that  any  appeal 
ought  to  lie  from  the  law  courts  there  ; and  the  attorney  general  laid,  he  was 
perfuaded,  that  if  after  what  had  patfed  and  been  prelfed  by  fo  many  gen- 
tlemen of  confideration  and  diftinClion  he  Ihould  remain  filcnt,  there  was  not 
a man  in  that  houfe,  who  would  not  attribute  it  to  fear,  paltry  fear  of  lofing 
his  office  and  fituation ; he  had,  he  confeffed,  heretofore  protrafled,  poft- 
poned,  palliated,  and  endeavoured  to  footh  that  country  from  declarations  or 
acts  of  extremity;  his  fentiments  had  been  mueh  mifreprefented  to  his  difad- 
vantage  ; but  he  was  not  furprifed  or  offended,  that  the  nation,  eager  in  the 
puifuit  of  a great  and  favourite  obje6l,  fhould  have  confidered  any  man,  who 
feemed  to  differ  from  them  in  fentiment,  as  an  ohje6l  of  detefiation  and  re- 
fentment.  He  thought  it  better,  that  every  obje6i:  of  thofe  Britifli  laws  fliould 
be  doomed  to  deftru6fion,  than  that  his  country  fliould  longer  even  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  in  a flate  of  flavery  ; he  therefore  called  the  attention  of  the  houfe, 
to  bear  witnefs,  that  by  holding  a myfterious  or  equivocal  filence  longer  upon 
the  fubjecl  of  right,  he  fhould  do  equal  injury  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland.  He  did  confequently,  as  a lawyer,  a faithful  fervant  to 
the  crown,  a well-wiflier  to  both  countries,  and  an  honefl  Irifiiman,  in  the 
mofl  unqualified,  unlimited,  and  explicit  manner,  declare  his  opinion,  that 
Great  Britain  had  no  right  whatfoever  to  bind  that  country  by  any  law;  and 
that  fuch  a61;s  as  had  been  palled  for  that  purpofe  in  Great  Britain,  were 
founded  in  ufurpation  or  the  neceffity  and  confufion  of  the  times ; that  he 

never 
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never  had  a doubt  upon  the  queftion  of  right,  though  from  motives  of  pru- 
dence and  a defire  of  peace,  he  had  heretofore  thought  it  neceffary  not  to 
declare  any  opinion  upon  the  queftion  of  right.  Their  conduct  during  the 
prefent  American  war  entitles  them,  he  faid,  to  more  than  they  afked.  An- 
other event  which  had  lately  happened,  and  made  it  neceflary  for  him  to 
fpeak  out,  was  ]Mr.  Wallace's  bill,  offering  freedom  to  America.  This  a6t  ope- 
rated as  an  a6l  of  pains  and  penalties  to  the  loyalty  of  Ireland  ; for  if  Ame- 
rica be  declared  free,  and  Ireland  left  in  flavery,  no  man  of  either  fpirit,  fen- 
timent,  or  property,  would  remain  in  the  country  an  hour  after  America 
ihould  have  been  declared  independent.  Ireland  would  become  the  abfolute 
fmk  of  the  univerfe,  the  only  part  of  the  Britifli  dominions,  which  could  not 
boaft  the  freedom  of  the  Britilh  conftitution.  As  the  friend  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  exprefs  thefe  fentiments  boldly; 
for  if  in  his  fituation  he  were  longer  to  continue  filent,  it  might  be  thought 
in  Great  Britain,  that  there  was  yet  a diverfity  of  opinion  in  Ireland. 

The  fituation  of  Ireland  was  now  fairly  brought  under  the  full  confidera- 
tion  of  his  majefty's  fervants  and  the  neceflary  confequence  of  it,  was  a 
proper  fenfe  of  the  fpirit,  ffrength,  and  importance  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  a cordial  co-operation  of  the  two  countries  for  the  profperity  of  the 
Britilh  empire.  By  accord  the  vdiole  powers  of  the  ftate  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  point  on  the  fame  day  (17  May,  1782)  in  the  houfes  of  both 
parliaments.  The  Earl  of  Shelburne  (now  Marquis  of  Lanfdown)  in  the 
Britilh  Houfe  of  Peers  moved  to  have  the  king's  meffage,  the  addreffes  of  the 


* We  are  informed  by  Lord  Clare  (Sp.  33)  that  on  the  6lh  of  May  the  Duke  of  Portland  wrote 
to  Lord  Shelburne,  “ recommending  to  the  Britifh  cabinet  conceffion  of  all  the  points  demanded 
" by  the  Irifli  addrefles,”  but  “ ftating  his  perfect  confidence  in  the  readinefs  of  the  Irilh  parlia- 
“ ment  to  co-operate  in  the  moft  efFe6tual  meafures  either  with  the  king’s  confidential  fervants,  or 
" by  commilfioners  to  be  appointed,  or  through  the  medium  of  the  chief  governor ; to  fettle  the 
" precife  limits  of  the  independence  which  was  required,  the  confideration  which  lliould  be  given 
" for  the  proteftion  expected,  and  the  proportion,  which  it  would  be  proper  for  tliem  to  contribute 
towards  the  general  lupport  of  the  empire  ; in  purfuance  of  the  declaration  contained  in  the  con- 
" eluding  paragraph  of  their  own  addrefs.  The  regulation  of  the  trade  would  make  a very  necef- 
” fary  article  of  the  treaty.”  This  communication  was  made  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  before  the 
claims  of  Ireland  were  brought  into  difeuffion  in  the  Britifli  parliament:  and  plainly  on  the  faith 
of  this  reprefentation  made  to  the  Britifli  cabinet,  of  the  readinefs  on  the  part  of  Ireland  to  fettle 
every  qiieftion  of  imperial  policy  or  regulation,  which  might  thei  eafler  arife,  the  fubjeft  of  the  Irifli 
claims  was  brought  on  in  the  Britilh  parliament. 
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lords  and  commons  of  Ireland  in  return  to  it,  and  the  6th  of  George  I.  for 
the  better  feciiring  the  dependance  of  Ireland  on  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, read;  and  when  they  had  been  read,  in  a moil  liberal,  inftru6live,  and 
conftitutional  fpeech,  he  difplayed  the  powers  of  the  accompliihed  orator  and 
ftatefman.  He  propofed  to  lay  before  their  lordihips  his  fentiments,  without 
the  leail  referv^e,  to  make  a full  difciifiion  of  one  of  the  moft  important  fub- 
jecls,  that  ever  came  before  them,  and  to  obferve  in  that  ilage  of  the  bufinefs, 
that  fame  open,  frank,  and  ilri6l  conduct,  which  he  had  ever  obferved  in  his 
communication  with  Ireland.  It  always  had  been,  and  it  always  ihould  be, 
the  line  of  his  condu6l,  to  act  openly  and  without  difguife,  trufting  that,  as 
he  fpoke  his  own  fentiments  freely,  and  never  iliould  attempt  to  deceive  par- 
liament, other  lords  would  exprefs  theirs  with  as  little  referve ; for  he  wiilied 
to  invite  an  open  difcuffion  of  great  national  queftions.  Ireland  had  demanded 
by  the  papers  on  the  table,  four  things ; the  firft  and  the  inofl  elfential  to 
them  was  a free  conftitution,  vdiich  they  would  not  be  laid  to  enjoy  while 
they  were  fubject  to  laws  not  made  with  their  own  confcnt.  But  this  had 
long  been  a fubject  of  complaint ; and  it  was  one  of  the  great  grievances 
required  to  be  redreffed  by  every  part  of  the  Irifli  in  the  war  which  began 
in  1640. 

The  claim  had  at  all  times  been  made,  and  now  that  Ireland  M'as  united, 
religious  difputes  all  compofed,  growing  in  wealth  and  flrength,  and  fall  im- 
proving in  all  the  arts  of  peace,  it  was  impolitic,  it  would  be  unjuft,  and  Ire 
believed  he  might  appeal  to  their  lordfliips’  conviction,  that  it  v'ould  be  im- 
poflible  to  refill  the  claim : he  fliould  therefore  move  a repeal  of  the  act  he 
had  defired  to  be  read,  which  would  give  quiet  and  fatisfaction  to  the  minds 
of  the  Irilh,  and  leave  no  caufe  to  check  the  affection  and  zeal  they  felt  for 
this  country,  whofe  fate  they  had  declared  themfelves  willing  to  ftiare.  There 
was  in  this  act  another  matter,  the  judicature  of  the  lords,  which  he  was 
aware  would  be  thought  by  fome  to  be  diftinct  from  the  legiflature.  It  hap- 
pened, that  the  two  fubjects  were  clearly  connected  in  the  act  he  had  moved 
to  repeal ; the  hiftory  of  which  he  fully  went  into. 

That  was  all  he  meant  to  propofe,  as  matter  of  parliamentary  decifion  ; but 
there  were  other  points  for  the  executive  poiver,  which  he  did  not  mean  to 
dilfemble,- for  in  all  affairs  he  defired  to  be  plain,  open,  and  direct.  The  con- 
dition of  the  Irifti  parliament  was  fingularly  clogged  by  ancient  ftatutes, 
framed  for  the  times,  and  which,  though  foftened  by  practice,  were  ftill  a 
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great  check  to  their  freedom.  Their  lordlhips  would  fee  he  meant  Poynings’ 
iaw  ; of  the  unreafonablenefs  and  inconveniency  of  which  he  fpoke  very  fully. 
The  people  of  Ireland  wiflied  to  be  relieved  from  it,  and  either  by  a repeal, 
or  a modification,  he  thought  it  was  found  wifdom  to  comply  with  their 
defires.  The  perpetuity  of  the  mutiny  act  was  another  fubject  of  complaint, 
in  which  he  thought,  as  it  was  a matter  of  internal  regulation,  it  was  juft  to 
comply  with  the  defire  of  Ireland,  that  there  thould  be  no  diftinction  between 
that  country  and  Great  Britain.  He  concluded  with  expreffing  his  hrong 
reliance  on  the  affection  and  gratitude,  which  Inch  fair  and  liberal  conceffions 
would  excite,  and  llrenuoufly  urged  the  necelfity  of  union  at  that  moment 
with  our  fitter  kingdom,  and  that  flie  might  be  made  to  feel  in  the  language 
of  our  holy  prayers,  that  our  ftrvice  is  perfect  freedom. 

He  concluded  with  reading  two  motions; 

Firtt,  “ That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  houfe,  that  the  act  of  the  6th  of 
“ George  I.  intituled.  An  Act  for  the  better  feeuring  the  dependency  of  Ire- 
“ land  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  ought  to  be  repealed.” 

Second,  “ That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  houfe,  that  it  was  indifpenfable 
“ to  the  interetts  and  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms,  that  the  connexion  be- 
tween  themfhould  be  ettabliflied  by  mutual  confent,  upon  a folid  and  per- 
manent  footing,  and  that  an  humble  addrefs  fliould  be  prefented  to  his  ma- 
jetty,  that  his  majetty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
“ his  majetty  in  his  royal  wifdom  Ihould  think  molt  conducive  to  that  im- 
jiortant  end.,” 

When  he  had  moved  the  fecond, 

The  Earl  of  Cai  lifle,  in  an  elegant  fpeech,  exprefled  his  approbation  of  the 
motions.  He  bore  ample  tettimoiiy  to  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  the  Irilh,  and 
particularly  ftated  the  honorable  conduct  of  the  volunteers,  and  the  liberal  of- 
fers made  of  their  fervice,  \rhen  Ireland  was  threatened  with  an  attack.  He 
faid,  that  had  he  been  more  peifuaded  than  he  was,  that  Ireland  had  ever  re- 
liriquiflie^l  its  right  of  free  legittation,  which  he  knew  thej^  neither  had,  nor 
■could  give  up,  he  fliould  ftill  have  thought  it  wife  to  accede  to  their  claim ; 
bccaufe  he  knew,  that  from  the  gratitude  and  affection  of  the  countiy,  and 
the  wifdom  of  the  parliament,  much  more  advantage  would  aiifeto  tliis  coun- 
try, than  by  maintaining  any  offenttve  and  ill-founded  pretenfions  to  control 
over  them. 

Lord  Camden,  Lord..Afliburton,  the  Dukes  of  Richmond  and  Chandos, 
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and  indeed  the  m hole  Houle  of  Peers,  eagerly  affented  to  Lord  Shelburne's  mo- 
tions, except  Lord  Loughborough  (now  Earl  of  Rofelyn),  who  tenacioully 
oppol'ed  them ; and  he  alone  prevented  them  from  palhng  Nejitme  Co7itradi~ 
centc.  *On  the  fame  day  the  Iloufe  of  Commons  refolved  itfelf  into  a com- 
mittee upon  the  Irilh  addreffes,  when  Mr.  Fox,  with  his  ufual  liberality,  can- 
dour, and  power,  faid,  he  would  fpeak  as  plainly,  as  roundly,  and  intelligibly 
as  he  could.  He  confidered  the  fame  four  points,  to  which  Lord  Shelburne 
had  confined  the  demands  of  Ireland,  and  fpoke  minutely  to  each  : and  firft, 
on  the  6th  ot  Geo.  1.  it  had  always  been  his  ojfinion  out  of  office,  that  it  was 
downright  tyranny,  to  make  laws  for  the  internal  government  of  a people, 
who  were  not  reprefented  among  thofe,  by  whom  fuch  laws  were  made.  Tins 
was  an  opinion  fo  founded  in  juftice,  reafon,  and  equity,  that  in  no  fituation 
had  he,  or  would  he  ever  depart  from  it.  Ireland  had  reafon  to  fpurn  at  the 
power  of  external  legiflation,  becaufe  it  had  been  hitherto  employed  for  the 
purpofe  only  of  oppreffing  and  diflreiling  her.  Had  Ireland  never  been  made 
to  feel  this  power  as  a curfe,  fiie  never  would  have  complained  of  it ; fatally 
for  this  country,  the  power  of  external  legiflation  had  been  employed  againfl; 
Ireland  as  an  inftrument  of  oppreffion,  to  eftablifli  an  impolitic  monopoly  in 
trade ; to  enrich  one  country  at  the  expence  of  the  other.  When  the  Irilh  firft 
complained  of  this  monopoly  about  four  years  ago>,  and  aflced  as  favors  what 
they  might  have  claimed  as  a right,  they  were  oppofed  in  that  houfe,  and 
their  demands,  which  were  no  lefs  modeft  than  juft,  were  difregarded.  The  de- 
mands were  rejedled,  when  the  then  firft  confidential  fervant  of  the  crown 
came  down  to  vote  againft  them;  the  influence  of  the  minifter  was  exerted,, 
perhaps  for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  a few  votes  on  other  occafions,  and  the 
rights  and  diftrefles  of  Ireland  were  configned  to  oblivion. 

It  was  his  intention  not  to  purfue  the  footfteps  of  his  predeceffors  ; and  there- 
fore he  would  agree  to  the  demands  of  the  Irilh,  relative  to  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.. 
not  becaufe  he  was  Intimidated,  and  afraid  to  oppofe  them  ; but  becaufe  he 
believed  them  to  be  founded  in  juftice ; for  his  part  he  had  rather  fee  Ire- 
land totally  feparated  from  the  crown  of  England,  than  kept  in  obedience 
only  by  force ; unwilling  fubjedts  were  little  better  than  enemies ; it  would 
be  better  not  to  have  fubjecls  a’t  all,  than  to  have  fuch  as  would  be  continu- 
ally on  the  watch,  to  feize  the  opportunity  of  making  themfelves  free.  If 
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this  country  flioukl  attempt  to  coerce  Ireland,  and  fucceed  in  the  attempt,  the 
confequence  would  be,  that,  at  the  breaking  out  of  every  war  with  any 
foreign  power,  the  firft  ftep  muft  be  to  fend  troops  over  to  fectire  Ireland,  in- 
fiead  of  calling  upon  her  to  give  a willing  fupport  to  the  common  caufe. 
As  the  people  of  Ireland  had  one  and  all  declared,  that  they  .would  not  exe- 
cute or  obey  any  order  of  any  Engliflr  tribunal,  it  would  therefore  be  nuga- 
tory and  abfurd  to  maintain  the  appellant  jurifdifction  to  Great  Britain  ; and 
confequently  it  would  be  better  to  give  it  up  with  a good  grace,  than  to 
keep  it  as  a bone  of  contention  between  the  two  countries.  He  came  next 
to  the  modification  of  the  laiv^  of  Poynings,  which  he  was  free  to  confefs  ap- 
peared to  him  improper : and  therefore  he  could  have  no  objedtion  to  advife 
his  majefty  to  confent  to  the  modification,  that  they  required  of  that  law  ; 
but  he  was  convinced  that,  like  the  6th  of  George  I.  this  power  of  altering 
might  have  hill  remained,  if  an  improper  ufe  had  not  been  made  of  it ; but 
to  his  knowledge  it  had  been  grofsly  abufed ; in  one  inftance  in  particular, 
a bill  had  been  fent  over  to  England  tw^o  years  ago,  granting,  and  very 
wifely  and  very  juftly  granting,  indulgencies  to  the  Roman  Catholics ; in 
that  falne  bill  there  was  a claufe  in  favor  of  the  Diffenters  for  repealing  the. 
facramental  teft ; this  claufe  was  firuck  out,  contrary,  in  his  opinion,  to 
found  policy,  as  the  alteration  tended  to  make  an  improper  difcrimination 
between  two  defcriptions  of  men,  which  did  not  tend  to  the  union  o the 
people.  It  was  by  fuch  conduct,  that  the  Irilh  were  driven  to  pronounce 
the  interference  of  the  Englifli  privy  council  in  altering  their  bills,  a 
grievance,  though  in  his  opinion,  the  power  would  never  have  been  com- 
plained of,  if  it  had  never  been  abufed.  He  came  laftly  to  the  mutiny  bill,  and 
he  freely  confeffed,  that  it  was  no  matter  of  furprize,  that  the  Irifli  fliould 
object  to  a claufe  which  gave  a perpetual  eltablifhment  to  a military  force  in 
their  country  ; and  fo  hoftile  did  he  deem  fuch  a claufe  to  the  conftitution 
of  England  as  well  as  of  Ireland,  that  if  the  Irilh  had  never  mentioned  this 
law  among  their  grievances,  he  would  have  held  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  an  Eng- 
lilliman,  to  have  recommended  the  repeal  of  it.  Ireland  had  fpoken  out,  and 
clearly  and  plainly  ftated  what  die  wanted  ; he  would  be  as  open  with  her, 
and  though  he  might  perhaps  have  been  better  pleafed,  if  the  mode  of  afking 
had  been  different,  ftill  he  would  meet  her  upon  her  own  terms,  and  give 
her  every  thing  die  wanted,  in  the  way,  which  die  herfelf  willicd  for  it.  Slic 
therefore  could  have  no  reafon  to  complain ; the  terjiis  acceded  to  by  Eng- 
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land,  were  propofecl  by  herfelf;  the  manner  of  redrefshad  been  prefcribed  by 
herfelf,  and  all  her  withes  would  now  be  gratified  in  the  way  Avhich  die  her- 
fdf  liked  beft  : but  as  it  Avas  poflible,  that  if  nothing  more  Avas  to  be  done, 
tlian  Avbat  he  had  Hated  to  be  his  intention,  Ireland  might  perhaps  think  of 
frelli  grievances,  and  rife  } early  in  her  demands  ; it  Avas  fit  and  proper  that 
foinething  Ihould  be  now  done  towards  eftablifiiing  on  a firm  and  folid  bafis, 
the  future  connexion  of  the  two  kingdoms.  But  that  Avas  not  to  be  propofed 
by  him  in  parliament ; it  Avould  be  the  duty  of  the  croAvn  to  look  to  that;  the 
bufinefs  might  befirfi;  begun  by  hismajefty’s  fervants  in  Ireland  ; and  if  after- 
Avards  it  fiiould  be  neceflary  to  enter  into  a treaty,  commiifioners  might  be 
fent  from  the  Britifii  parliament,  or  from  the  croAvn,  to  enter  upon  it,  and 
bring  the  negociation  to  a happy  iffue,  by  giving  mutual  fatisfadion  to  both 
countries,  and  eftablifiiing  a treaty  Avdiich  fiiould  be  fanClified  by  the  nioft: 
folemn  forms  of  the  conftitutions  of  both  countries.  He  entertained  no 
gloomy  thoughts  Avith  rerpe6l  to  Ireland  : he  had  not  a doubt  but  fiie  would 
lie.fatisfied -Avith  the  manner,  in  Avhich  England  Avas  about  to  comply  Avitli 
her  demands  ; and  that  in  afifedion,  as  Avell  as  in  intereft,  they  Avould  be  but 
one  people.  .If  any  man  entertained  gloomy  ideas,  he  defired  him  to  look  at 
the  concludjng  paragraph  of  the  Irifii  addrefles,  Avhere  be  would  find,  that 
the  Irifii  people  and  parliament  were  filled  Avith  the  moft  earneft  defire  to  fup- 
port  England,  to  haA^e  the  fame  enemy  and  the  fame  friend  ; in  a Avord,  to 
ftand  or  fall  with  England.  He  defired  gentlemen  to  look  forw^ard  to  that 
happy  period,  Avhen  Ireland  fiiould  experience  the  bleffings  that  attend  free- 
dom of  trade  and  conftitution  ; Avhen  by  the  richnefs  and  fertility  of  her  foil, 
the  induftry  of  her  manufacturers,  and  the  increafe  of  her  population,  fiie 
fiiould  become  a powerful  country  : then  might  England  look  for  poAverful 
aftiftance  in  feameii  to  man  her  fleets,  and  foldiers  to  fight  her  battles.  Eng- 
land renouncing  all  righf  to  legiflate  for  Ireland,  the  latter  Avould  moft  cor- 
dially fupport  the  former  as  a friend,  Avhom  flic  loved  ; if  this  country  on  the 
other  hand,  Averc  to  affume  the  poAver  of  making  laws  for  Ireland,  fiie  muft 
only  make  an  enemy  inftead  of  a friend ; for  where  there  is  not  a community 
of  interefts,  and  a mutual  regard  for  thofe  interefts,  there  the  party,  Avhofe 
interefts  are  facrificed,  becomes  an  enemy.  The  inteftine  divifions  of  Ireland 
were  no  more;  the  religious  prejudices  of  former  ages  Avere  forgotten,  and  the 
Roman  Catholics  being  reftored  to  the  rights  of  men  and  citizens,  Avould  be- 
come an  acceffion  of  ftrength  and  Avealth  to  the  empire  at  large,  inftead 
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of  being  a burthen  to  the  land,  that  bore  them.  The  Diflenters  had 
tailed  of  the  liberality  of  the  legillature,  and  now  in  common  with  their  Ro- 
man Catholic  brethren  would  enjoy  that  happy  toleration,  which  does  not 
confer  more  happinefs  on  thofe,  who  are  the  objeds  of  it,  than  it  does  honor 
to  thofe,  who  eftablidi  it. 

Upon  the  whole  he  was  convinced,  that  the  Iridi  defired  nothing*  more  ar- 
dently than  proper  grounds  for  being  moll  cordially  united  to  England;  and 
he  was  fure,  that  they  would  be  attached  to  this  country,  even  to  bigotry.  Of 
the  volunteers,  he  mull  fpeak  refpedfully  : they  had  aded  with  temper  and 
moderation,  notwithllanding  their  Ileadinefs  : and  he  mull  in  juftice  to  them, 
and  to  his  own  principles,  declare,  that  they  had  not  done  a fingle  ad,  for 
which  they  had  not  his  veneration  and  refped ; and  whatever  blame  there 
might  be  difeovered  in  the  courfe  of  the  bufinefs,  he  did  not  impute  a particle 
of  it  to  Ireland,  but  laid  it  ail  at  the  door  of  the  late  adminiflration.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  “ that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  ad  of 

the  6th  of  George  I.  entitled  An  aH  for  bettor  fecuring  the  dependence  of 
“ Ireland  on  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  ought  to  be  repealed.”  He  juft 
obfervecl,  that  this  would  be  a pledge  to  the  IriHi  of  the  fmcerity  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minillers  to  deal  fairly  and  openly  with  Ireland,  through  the  whole  of 
this  important  bufinefs.  IMr.  T.  Pitt,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  who  had 
before  taken  a part  againft  Ireland,  fpoke  in  fupport  of  the  motion : even 
Mr.  Eden  was  forward  in  fupporting  it.  d'he  queftion  was  carried  unani- 
moully. 

Mr,  Fox  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  repealing  the  6th  of 
George  I.  and  then,  that  an  addrefs  diould  be  prefented  to  his  majelly,  pray- 
ing, that  be  would  be  graciouHy  pleafed  to  take  fuch  Heps,  as  Ihould  tend  to 
render  the  connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms  folid  and  permanent.  And 
laftly,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  interells  of  the 
two  kingdoms  were  infeparable,  and  that  their  connexion  ought  to  be  found- 
ed on  a folid  and  permanent  bafis ; which  motions  and  refolution  were  unani- 
moully  agreed  to. 

In  the  meanwhile  a correfpondenee  between  the  members  of  the  two  coun- 
tries was  kept  up.  A letter  was  written  on  the  20th  of  IMay,  1782,  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  to  Mr,  Fox,  in  anfwer  to  a difpatch  received  from  him. 
“ I Ihould  be  very  glad  to  hear  that  Lord  Charlemont  was  inclined  to  accede 
“ to  any  part,  or  even  to  the  idea  of  fuch  a plan  as  you  have  communicated 
• “ to 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


ooG 

“ to  me  ; 1 llioukl  think  it  a material  Rep  to  that  fituation,  in  which  it  is  the 
“ clear  intcreft  of  both  kingdoms  to  be  placed,  being  convinced,  that  what  is 
“ raoft  like  union,  is  the  moll  probable  bond  of  connexion  to  reftore  and  per- 
“ petuate  the  harmony  and  profperity  of  the  two  countries,”  The  Marquis 
of  Rockingham  wrote  about  the  fame  time  to  the  fame  effedl.  His  letter  is 
dated  the  25  th  of  May  : “ The  elfential  points  on  the  part  of  Ireland  now  ac- 
“ ceded  to,  will,  I truft,  eflablifli  a perfe6t  cordiality  between  the  two  coun- 
“ tries ; and  as  there  cannot  now  exill  any  ground  of  conteft  or  jealoufy  be- 
tween  them  on  matters  of  right,  the  only  objedt  left  for  both  will  be,  how 
‘‘  finally  to  arrange,  fettle,  and  adjuft  all  matters,  whereby  the  union  of  power, 
ftrength,  and  mutual  and  reciprocal  advantage  will  be  bed  permanently 
“ fixed.  I obferve,  in  Lord  Shelburne’s  letter  to  your  Grace  of  the  18th  of 
“ klay,  he  Rates  more  reluftance  to  the  idea  of  commiflioners  than  I Riould 
“ judge  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  his  majeRy’s  fervants  ; the  meafure  may 
be  doubtful ; but  if  approved  by  the  leading  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  might 
“ be  produ6liv'e  of  much  good.” 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1782,  tlte  parliament  of  Ireland  met  according  to  ad- 
journment, when  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  made  the  following  fpeech 
Jfrom  the  throne:*' 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ IT  gives  me  the  utmoR  fatisfadtion  that,  the  firft  time  I 
“ have  occafion  to  addrefs  you,  I find  myfelf  enabled,  by  the  magnanimity 
“ of  the  king,  and  the  wifdom  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  afifure 
^ you,  that  immediate  attention  has  been  paid  to  your  reprefentations ; and 
“ that  the  Britifli  legiflature  have  concurred  in  a refolution  to  remove  the 
“ caufes  of  your  difcontents  and  jealoufies,  and  are  united  in  a defire  to  gra- 
“ tify  every  wifli  exprefled  in  your  late  addrefles  to  the  throne. 

“ If  any  thing  could  add  to  the  pleafure  I feel  in  giving  you  thefe  aflfur- 
ances,  it  is,  that  I can  accompany  them  with  my  congratulations  on  the 
“ important  and  decifive  vidlory  gained  by  the  fleets  of  his  majeRy,  over  thofe 
“ of  our  common  enemy  in  the  WeR-Indies,  and  on  the  fignal  advantage 
“ obtained  by  his  majeRy’s  arms  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  on  the  coaR  of 
“ Coromandel. 

‘ By  the  papers,  which  in  obedience  to  his  majefty’s  commands,  I have  di- 
reeded  to  be  laid  before  you,  you  will  receive  the  moR  convincing  teftimony 
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of  the  cordial  reception,  which  your  rep  refentat  ions  have  met  with  from  the 
“ legiflature  of  Great  Britain  ; but  his  majefty,  wliofe  firft  and  moft  earned:. 
“ wilh,  is  to  exercife  his  royal  prerogative  in  fuch  a manner,  as  may  he  moft 
conducive  to  the  welfare  af  all  his  faithful  fubjeHs,  has  further  given  me  in 
“ command,  to  affure  you  of  his  gracious  difpofition  to  give  his  royal  affent 
“ to  a61s  to  prevent  the  fiippreffion  of  bills  in  the  privy  council  of  this  king- 
“ dom,  and  the  alteration  of  them  any  where;  and  to  limit  the  duration  of 
“ the  a6l  for  the  better  regulation  and  accommodation  of  his  majefty’s  forces 
‘‘  in  this  kingdom  to  the  term  of  two  years. 

“ Thefe  benevolent  intentions  of  his  majefty,  and  the  willingnefs  of  his  par- 
“ liament  of  Great  Britain  to  fecond  his  gracious  purpofes,  are  unaccompa- 
“ nied  by  any  dipulation  or  condition  whatever.  The  good  faith,  the  gene- 
“ rofity,  the  honor  of  this  nation,  afford  them  the  lureft  pledge  of  a corre- 
“ fponding  difpofition  on  your  part  to  promote  and  perpetuate  the  harmony,. 
“ the  liability,  and  the  glory  of  the  empire. 

“ On  my  own  part  I entertain  not  the  lead  doubt,  but  that  the  fame  fpirit, 
“ which  urged  you  to  lliare  the  freedom  of  Great  Britain,  will  confirm  you  in 
“ your  determination  to  llia-re  her  fate  alfo,  ftanding  and  falling  with  the  Bri- 
“ tilli  nation.” 

After  the  fpeech  was  read,  Mr.  Grattan  called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to 
a fubjeft  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  then  fpoke  as  follows  : — “ I diould 
“ defert  every  principle,  upon  which  I moved  the  former  atldrefs,  (reejuiring 
“ a reftoration  of  the  rights  of  Ireland,)  did  I not  bear  teftimony  to  the  can- 
“ did  and  unqualified  manner,  in  which  that  addrefs  has  been  anfwered  by 
“ the  lord  lieutenant’s  fpeech  of  this  day.  I underftand  that  Great  Britain 
“ gives  up  in  toto  every  claim  to  authority  over  Ireland.  I have  not  the  leaR 
“ idea,  that  in  repealing  the  6th  of  George  1.  Great  Britain  lliould  be  bounden 
to  make  any  declaration,  that  llie  had  formerly  ufuiped  a power.  No, 
“ this  would  be  a foolifli  caution  ; a dilhonorable  condition.  The  nation  that 
infifts  upon  the  humiliation  of  another,  is  a foolilli  nation.  Ireland  is  not  a 
foolilli  nation.  Another  part  of  great  magnanimity  in  the  condiidt  of  Bri- 
“ tain  is,  that  every  thing  is  given  up  unconditionally.  This  mull:  for  ever 
remove  fufpieion.  On  former  occalions,  when  little  a6^ts  of  relief  were  done 
for  Ireland,  it  Avas  premifed,  that  it  Avas  expedient  to  do  them ; no  fuch 
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“ word  is  now  made  ufe  of.  Never  did  a Britifli  minifter  fupport  fuch  lio- 
“ iiorable  claims  on  fucli  conftitutional  arguments.  With  refpe6l  to  the  writ 
“ of  error,  though  not  mentioned  in  our  addrel's,  he  took  it  up  in  the  moll 
“ effectual  M'ay ; and  indeed  the  whole  tenor  of  his  condu6l  towards  us  has 
“ been  moft  generous  and  fnicere  ; we  had  on^Nl^l vantage,  he  entertained  an 
“ opinion,  that  Ireland  was  not  infatiable,  though  it  had  been  afferted,  that 
“ Ireland  was  infatiable.  But  we  are  bound  to  prove  the  falfehood  of  that 
‘‘  alfertion  ; for  as  the  nation  was  pledged  to  itfelf  to  obtain  a reftoration  of 
“ her  rights ; fo  now  that  her  rights  are  rehored  liberally  and  uncondition- 
ally,  die  is  pledged  to  Great  Britain,  who,  by  acceding  to  our  claims,  has 
“ put  an  end  to  all  future  queftions.  We  have  now  recovered  a conftitution, 
“ and  our  bufmefs  is  not  to  advance,  but  to  maintain  it.  Ireland  Avill  mani- 
“ fell  as  much  magnanimity  in  the  moderation,  by  which  die  maintains  her 
“ conllitution,  as  by  the  exertions,  through  which  it  has  been  recovered.  The 
“ unanimity,  with  which  the  Britilh  Houle  of  Commons  acceded  to  our 
“ claims,  mull  for  ever  do  them  honor ; and  the  fingle  negative  in  the  lords, 
whim  it  in  no  wife  diminilhes  their  praife,  has  its  ufe  ; it  ferves  to  difeover, 
and  for  ever  to  exclude  from  truft  or  conddence  in  either  nation,  the  man, 
“ who  could  not  only  oppofe  the  interell  and  happineft  of  both,  but  alfo  the 
ardent  widies  and  defires  of  his  fovereign  to  make  his  people  happy.  We 
ought  not  to  forget  the  able  fupport  given  by  thofe  peifons,  who  com- 
“■  pofed  the  late  adminiftration  of  Ireland  ; it  muft  be  highly  agreeable  to  thofe, 
who  compofe  the  prefent. 

“ The  things  fo  gracioully  olfered  by  our  fovereign,  are  the  modidcation  of 
“ Poynings’  law ; and  not  only  the  abridgment  of  the  mutiny  bill,  in  point  of 
“ duration,  but  the  forming  it  on  the  model  of  the  Englilh  mutiny  bill,  and 
prefacing  it  with  a declaration  of  rights. 

“ As  Great  Britain  and  her  minifters  have  unconditionallv  ao-reed  to  the  de- 

c/  O 

“ mands  of  the  Irilh,  I think  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  is  called  upon  to  make 
“ an  unconditional  grant  to  England.  The  fea  is  the  element,  to  Avhich  na- 
ture  points  as  the  feene  of  Britilh  gdory  ; it  is  there  we  can  moll  edfe6lually 
alfill  her.  Twenty  thoufand  feamen  would  be  a noble  fupport ; and  we, 
who  have  been  fquandering  the  public  money,  in  all  the  wafte  of  blind  ex- 
“ travagance,  cannot  finely  now  deem  100,000/.  too  large  a fum,  when  ap- 
plied  to  the  common  defence  of  the  empire  : the  fum  is  triding,  but  the 
aflillance  of  20,000  Irilhmen  would  be  great;  and  gentlemen  will  now, 

“ when 
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when  they  retire  to  their  different  counties,  have  a full  opportunity  in  affift- 
“ ing  to  raife  thofe  men,  of  manifefting  their  zeal  for  the  common  caufe  or 
“ Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  There  are  alfo  other  means  of  fupport  in  our 
“ power  to  give  to  Britain,  though  they  cannot  immediately  be  entered  upon. 
“ This  country  is  moft  happily  fituated  for  the  conftrudion  of  docks,  and  the 
“ rendezvous  of  fliipping;  whatever  expence  might  be  incurred  by  fuch  ne- 

ceffary  works,  would  be  repaid  by  the  expenditure  of  the  money  amongft 
“ ourfelves,  and  might  be  fupported  by  a prudent  and  ceconomical  management 
‘‘  of  the  public  revenues,  in  the  favings  of  the  army,  and  in  every  different 
“ clafs  of  extraordinaries.  An  expence  of  17/.  per  cent,  in  the  collection  of 
“ the  revenue,  cannot  be  juftified  ; the  commiffioners  will  now  fee,  that  mo- 
“ ney  is  to  be  paid  for  labour,  not  for  proftitution ; therefore  let  us  now 
“ enter,  heart  and  hand,  into  the  great  work  of  reformation,  by  giving  our 
“ fupport  to  that  miniftry,  which  has  refcued  this  country  from  oppreffion, 
“ and  will  refcue  it  from  corruption.  On  this  principle  I thall  move  you  an 
“ addrefs,  devoid  of  all  that  fulfome  panegyric  fo  commonly  offered  to  his 
“ majefty  ; for  I think  that  truth  will  be  the  higheft  compliment  to  him.” 

IMr.  Grattan  then  moved, 

“ To  affure  his  majefty  of  our  unfeigned  affedlion  to  his  royal  perfon  and 
“ government ; that  we  feel  moft  fenfibly  the  attention,  which  our  reprefenta- 
“ tions  have  received  from  the  magnanimity  of  his  majefty,  and  the  wifdom 
“ of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

“ To  afture  his  majefty,  that  we  conceive  the  refolution  for  an  unqualified, 
“ unconditional  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  to  be  a meafure  of  confummatc 
“ wifdom  and  juftice,  fuitable  to  the  dignity  and  eminence  of  both  nations, 
“ exalting  the  character  of  both,  and  furnilliing  a perpetual  pledge  of  mutual 
“ amity. 

“ To  affure  his  majefty,  that  we  are  fenfibly  aftedled  by  his  virtuous  deter- 
“ mination  to  accede  to  the  wifties  of  his  faithful  people,  and  to  exercife  his 

royal  prerogative  in  a manner  moft  conducive  to  their  welfare ; and  ac- 
“ cordingly  we  lhall  immediately  prepare  bills  to  carry  into  execution  the 
“ defnes  of  his  majefty 's  people,  and  his  own  moft  benevolent  purpofes. 

“ That  gratified  in  thofe  particulars,  we  do  aifure  his  majefty,  that  no  con- 
“ Ititutional  queftion  between  the  two  nations  will  any  longer  exift,  which  can 
“ interrupt  their  liarmony  ; and  that  Great  Britain,  as  ftie  has  approved  of 
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“ our  firmnefs,  fo  may  fhe  rely  on  our  afle6i:ion.  That  we  remember,  anti 
“ do  repeat  our  determination,  to  ftand  and  fall  with  the  Britifli  nation. 

“ That  we  perceive  with  pleafure  the  magnanimity  of  his  majefty,  to  dif- 
“ dain  the  little  policy  of  making-  a bargain  with  his  people ; and  feeling 
“ with  pride  the  confidence  he  repofes  in  the  good  faith,  generofity,  and 
“ honour  of  the  Irilh  nation,  we  anfwer  with  all  humility,  that  his  majefty 
“ entertains  a j lift  fenfe  of  our  charadler.  Common  intereft,  perpetual  con- 
“ nexion,  the  recent  condu6l  of  Great  Britain,  a native  affedtion  to  the  Bri- 
“ tilh  name  and  nation,  together  with  the  conftitution,  which  we  have  re- 
“ covered,  and  the  high  reputation,  which  we  poftefs,  muft  ever  decide  the 
“ wilhes  as  well  as  the  intereft  of  Ireland,  to  perpetuate  the  harmony,  ftabi- 
“ lity,  and  glory  of  the  empire.  Accordingly,  we  aflurehis  majefty,  that  we 
“ learn  with  fingular  fatisfaftion  the  account  of  his  brilliant  fuccefles  in  the 
“ Eaft  and  Weft-Indies,  gratified  at  one  and  the  fame  inftant  in  our  deareft 
“ wilhes,  the  freedom  of  Ireland,  and  glor}-  of  Great  Britain. 

“ That  we  cannot  omit  exprefling  our  gratitude  to  his  majefty,  for  ap- 
“ pointing  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  government  of  this  kingdom. 

“ That  we  are  convinced  his  reprefentations  were  faithful,  vigorous,  and 
“ beneficial.  We  are  acquainted  with  his  charadler ; and  relying  on  his 
“ upright  and  frugal  adminiftration,  make  no  doubt  but  a free  people,  and 
“ uncorrupt  parliament,  will  unite  to  give  a conftitutional  chief  governor  de- 
“ cided  fuppoi  t. 

“ That  we  have  prefumed  to  lay  before  his  majefty  our  genuine  fentiments 
“ on  the  change  of  our  fituation.  His  majefty  will  receive  them  as  the  vo- 
“ luntary  unftipulated  tribute  of  a free  and  grateful  people.’^ 

]\Ir.  Brownlow  exprefled  his  extraordinary  fatisfa6fion  in  feconding  the 
motion.  Both  nations  were  now  one  people  united  by  every  tie,  enjoying 
in  common  the  fame  liberty,  the  fame  conftitution,  and  the  fame  fovereign. 
He  had  heard  feveral  addrefles  moved  for  in  that  houfe,  and  he  might  fafely 
add,  not  one  of  which  conveyed  truth  : but  that  addrefs  fpoke  the  fmcere 
language  of  the  nation,  where  Proteftant,  Roman  Carbolic,  all  religions 
prefled  forward  with  gratitude  in  the  prefent  moment  to  hail  the  nation’s  ac- 
quifition  of  a conftitution.  Ahnoft  the  whole  houfe  rofe  fiicceflively  to  make 
public  profeffion  of  their  joy  and  gratitude  on  the  happy  event.  Two  gen- 
tlemen only  dift’ered  upon  the  propriety  of  the  folloAving  words  in  the  addrefs, 
viz.  That  there  mil  no  longer  emjl  any  conjlltuiional  quejiion  heixveen  the  txvo 
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nations,  that  can  difturh  their  mutual  tranquillity.  The  houfe  divided  upon 
the  words  objedled  to  ; when  there  were  for  tlie  addrefs  as  it  Rood  211,  and 
the  noes  were  the  two  tellers,  the  Recorder  and  JMr.  Wallh,* 

No 

* Although  thefe  two  gentlemen  only  out  of  the  wl>ole  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland  were  of 
opinion,  that  any  conftitutional  queftion  between  the  two  nations  was  ftill  outftanding  ; yet  Lord 
Clare,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  tranfadlions  of  1782  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  not 
confidered  as  final,  tells  us,  that  on  the  6th  of  June  the  Duke  of  Portland  thus  wrote  to  Lord  Shel- 
burne : ” I have  the  befl;  reafon  to  hope  that  I firall  foon  be  enabled  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  Iketcli 
“ or  outlines  of  an  a6l:  of  parliament  to  be  adopted  by  the  Icgifiatures  of  the  refpeftive  kingdoms, 
by  whieh  the  fuperintending  power  and  fupremacy  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  matters  of  fiate  and 
“ general  commerce,  will  be  virtually  and  effedtually  acknowledged  ; that  a fliarc  of  the  expence 
in  carrying  on  a defenfive  or  oftenfivc  war,  either  in  fupport  of  our  own  dominions,  or  thofe  of 
our  allies,  fhall  be  borne  by  Ireland  in  proportion  to  the  a^Iual  ftateof  her  abilities,  and  that  flic 
“ will  adopt  every  fuch  regulation  as  may  be  judged  neceflary  by  Great  Britain  for  the  better  or- 
“ dering  and  fecuring  her  trade  and  commerce  v/ith  foreign  nations,  br  her  own  colonies  and  de- 
pendencies,  confideration  being  duly  had  to  the  circumftances  of  Ireland.  I am  flattered  with  the 

moft  pofitive  alfurances  from  ■ and of  their  fupport  in  carrying  fuch  a bill  through 

“ both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  I think  it  moft  advifable  to  bring  it  to  perfedtion  at  the  prel'ent 
**  moment.”  And  he  happened  to  know  from  an  official  quarter,  that  the  flcetch  of  fuch  an  act  of 
parliament  was  then  drawn.  He  knew  the  gentleman  who  framed  it,  and  he  knew  from  the  fame 
quarter,  that  blank  and  blank  and  blank  and  blank  did  unequivocally  fignify  their  approbation  of 
it.  This  communication  was  received  with  the  fatisfaSion,  which  it  demanded  by  the  Brililh  ca- 
binet. On  the  gth  of  June  Lord  Shelburne  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  in  anfwer  to  his  lafl:  dif- 
patch  : The  contents  of  your  grace’s  letter  of  the  6th  inti,  are  too  important  to  hefitate  about 
detaining  the  mefl'engcr,  whilft;  I affure  your  grace  of  the  fatisfadtion,  which  I know  your  letter 
will  give  the  king.  I have  lived  in  the  mofl:  anxious  expectation  of  fome  fuch  meafure  offering 
■"  itfelf : nothing  prevented  my  preffing  it  in  this  difpatch,  except  having  repeatedly  itated  the  jufl; 
“ expedtations  of  this  country,  I was  apprehenfive  of  giving  that  the  air  of  demand,  which  would 
“ be  better  left  to  a voluntary  fpirit  of  juftice  and  forefight.  No  matter  who  has  the  merit,  let  the 
” two  kingdoms  be  one,  which  can  only  be  by  Ireland  now  acknowledging  the  fuperintending 
“ power  and  fupremacy  to  be  where  nature  has  placed  it,  in  precife  and  unambiguous  terms.  I 
“ am  fure  I need  not  inculcate  to  your  grace  the  importance  of  words  in  an  adt,  which  mufl:  decide 
" on  the  happinefs  of  ages,  particularly  in  what  regards  ^contribution  and  trade,  fubjedts  moft 
“ likely  to  come  into  frequent  queftion.” 

Tliis  bright  profpedl  of  j>eace  and  happinefs  \vas  however  very  foon  clouded  j for  on  the  22d 
of  June  the  Duke  of  Portland  wrote  to  Lord  Shelburne ; “ The  difappointment  and  mortification  I 
“ fuffer  by  the  unexpedled  change  in  thole  difpofitions,  which  had  authorifed  me  to  entertain  the 
“ hopes  I had  perhaps  too  fanguinely  expreffed  in  my'  letter  of  the  6th  inft.  muft  not  prevent  me 
“ from  acquainting  ymu,  that  for  the  prefent  thefe  expedlations  muft  be  given  up  ; 1 truft  and  am 
“ inclined  to  flatter  myfelf  they  arc  only  fufpcnidcd,  and  that  tliey  will  be  revived  when  the  temper 
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No  fooner  had  this  motion  been  difpofed  of,  than  Mr.  Bagenal,*  a man  of 
ficrling  fenfe  and  independence  both  of  mind  and  fortune,  a Ready  and 

true 

“ of  this  country  has  recovered  its  tone,  and  acquired  that  degree  of  compofure,  wlrich  muft  give  it 
''  the  firmnefs  necelfary  for  effeauating  fo  wife  and  falutary  a meafure.  By  the  accounts  of  the 
events  of  thefe  three  or  four  days,  and  by  the  timidity  and  jealoufy  of  the  firft  people  in  this  coun- 
try,  it  is  clear  that  any  injudicious  or  oftenfive  meafure  may  be  prevented,  but  that  any  attempt 
to  conciliate  the  minds  of  this  nation  to  any  fuch  meafure  as  I intimated  the  hope  of,  would  at 
this  moment  be  delufive  and  rmpoffible.” 

* His  fpeech  was  as  follows : i Pari.  Deb.  p.  37  i , “I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  tliis  country. 
We  have  at  laft  got  die  freedom,  which  all  the  world  lliouldhave  : it  is  our  birth-right;  but  in  our 
" meridian  there  is  no  life  without  it ; our  exitlence  now  begins,  and  will  depend  upon  what  ufe 
“ we  make  of  the  population  and  wealth  that  will  refult  from  the  advantages  of  a free  conftitution. 

“ I will  beg  leave  to  congratulate  England  : inftead  of  a nominal,  ora  repugnant  dependant,  (lie 
has  now  a powerful  faithful  ally,  one  that  the  can  never  exifl:  without. 

I will  beg  leave  to  congratulate  his  majefty  : he  has  conciliated  three  millions  of  fuch  fubjefls 
“ as  muft  make  him  happy ; men  willing  to  be  loyal,  as  they  are  determined  to  be  free. 

“ I will  congratulate  his  rainifters  alfo  ; they  may  now  depend  upon  fuch  fupport  as  they  ought 
" always  to  look  for.  And  to  whom  does  the  empire  owe  all  this  ? To  a man  principally,  who  is 
" refolved  to  take  no  reward  from  government.  I will  not  pretend  to  fay  he  was  wnong,  though  I 
''  know  that  fuch  merit  ought  to  be  diftinguilhed  in  every  manner  poffible.  Shall  every  body  have 
" what  they  ought  to  have,  except  him  alone,  to  whom  every  individual  in  this  empire  is  fo  much 
“ indebted,  and  by  whofe  example  every  individual  in  the  nniverfe  may  be  fo  much  benefited  ? 
“ He  has  faved  this  empire  from  an  iron  age,  and  has  reftored  an  unequivocal  golden  one.  By 
our  affeftionate  alliance  with  England,  we  fiiall  not  only  be  benefited  ourfelves,  but  lliall  fee  a be- 
loved  fifter  revive,  without  any  painful  repining,  or  apprehenfions  for  her  profperity. 

“ In  thefe  happy  circumftances,  in  which  he  has  placed  us  (though  I honor  every  private  compli- 
“ ment  as  I may  call  thofe  that  I fee  paid  to  our  illuflrious  benefactor)  I believe  there  is  no  man 
“ that  would  not  blufli  to  think  that  a Grattan’s  child  might  point  at  a ftatue  or  monument,  that 
“ has  often  been  dedicated  to  flender  or  problematical  merit,  and  fay,  that  was  my  father’s,  your 
“ benefaftor’s  only  reward.  I have  therefore  a motion  to  make  you,  which  might  appear  like  pre- 
“ fumption  in  me,  as  it  is  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  glory  and  inteiefts  of  this  kingdom,  if  I 
■'  could  fuppofe  that  any  member  of  the  Britilh  empire  could  give  it  a negative  : the  purport  of  it 
is,  that  we  lliould  take  into  confideration  what  fum  w^e  Ihould  grant  for  the  puipofe  of  pur- 
chafing  a feat,  and  building  a fuitable  manlion  for  our  great  benefadtor,  in  teftimony  of  our  gra- 
“ titude  for  the  unequalled  fervices  that  he  has  done  for  this  kingdom.  Were  w'e  to  omit  this,  or 
“ fliould  W’e  do  it  in  a manner  unfuitable  to  the  fituation  he  has  raifed  us  to,  W’e  fhould  be  very  un- 
” grateful  indeed,  and  never  might  w’e  expedl,  that  a blefting  could  attend  it. 

“ It  muft  be  needlefs  to  fay  any  thing  in  favor  of  fuch  a meafure,  or  I w'ould  not  dare  to  be 
“ the  mover  of  it.  I w'ill  only  add,  that  as  he  has  left  nothing  undone  that  is  material  to  the 
profperity  of  this  kingdom,  it  can  no  more  lay  a precedent  for  hurtful  grants  of  the  fame  nature 
here,  than  Blenheim  did  in  Great  Britain. 


“ Far 
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true  patriot,  and  whofe  genius  like  his  country  owed  more  to  nature  than  to 
art  or  cultivation,  rofe,  and  after  congratulating  his  country,  Great  Britain, 
his  majefty,  and  his  minifters,  for  having  obtained  the  greateft  of  all  political 
bleffings,  he  called  upon  the  houfe  to  confer  fome  fignal  mark  of  a great 
and  grateful  nation  upon  their  illuftrious  benefadlor  Mr.  Grattan,  whofe  efforts 
ill  procuring  them  thefe  bleffings  had  been  timed  and  condu6ted  with  fo 
much  wifdom  ; and  confidering  this  great  and  good  man  as  the  father  of 
his  regenerated  country,  he  further  called  upon  them  to  look  upon  him 
as  the  fpecial  inftrument,  which  benign  Providence  had  ufed  to  convert 
the  oppreffion  and  bondage  of  their  country  into  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence. He  therefore  gave  notice,  that  on  the  morrow,  after  the  grant 
to  his  majefty  fliould  have  been  fettled,  and  a proper  thankfgiving  of- 
fered to  Heaven  for  the  recovery  of  their  rights,  he  would  move,  that  the 
houfe  fliould  refolve  itfelf  into  a committee  to  take  into  confideration  what 
fum  they  fliould  grant  for  the  purchafmg  an  efiate,  and  building  a fuitable 
manfion  for  their  illufirious  beiiefa6lor  Henry  Grattan,  Efq.  and  his  heirs 
for  ever,  in  tefiiniony  of  their  gratitude  for  the  unecpialled  fcrvice  he  had 

“ Far  be  it  from  me  to  compare  even  the  fervices  of  Marlborough  to  thofe,  for  which  we  ftand 
“ indebted  j we  have  no  deduftions  to  make  from  our  gratitude  : without  protraiSing,  or  any  public 
“ expence,  his  efforts  have  been  timed  and  conduced  with  fo  much  wifdom,  and  the  appearance 
“ of  fuch  a being  on  earth  was  fo  elfential  to  the  eftablifhment  of  liberty  at  this  moft  critical  junc- 
“ ture,  that  without  fuperftit ion,  men  may  well  record  him  amongft  the  moft  propitious  interpo- 
" fitions  of  Heaven. 

" He  has  crowned  his  work,  and  uiKler  his  aufpices  the  throne  of  freedom  is  fixed  upon  fo  cer- 
tain  a bafis,  and  will  probably  be  always  fo  well  fupported  by  the  due  influence  tlie  public  are 
“ likely  to  acquire  under  his  fyftem,  that  with  the  blefling  of  God,  there  is  no  danger  of  parliament 
" itfelf  ever  being  able  to  fliake  it;  nor  lhall  parliament,  I truft,  ever  again  be  profanely  ftyled 
“ omnipotent.  I am  confcious  I muft  have  anticipated  men  infinitely  better  qualified  to  bring  fuch 
” a meafure  forv/ard  ; one  excufe  I have  ; for  it  is  not  the  impatient  with,  that  every  body  muft 
” have  to  fee  fuch  a character  exalted ; not  any  little  vanity  to  diftinguith  myfelf ; but  as  I never 
“ had  any  private  acquaintance,  nor  private  converfation  with  our  great  benefador,  I thought  it 
" might  come  as  well  from  one  from  whom  he  could  not  have  any  claim,  as  from  the  moft  diftin- 
“ guiflied  perfonage,  that  he  is  intimate  w'ith. 

“ Virtue,  to  be  fure,  is  its  own  reward ; and  we  know,  tliat  our  generous  benefaftor  is  in  his  own 
“ fphere  of  happinefs,  content.  But  ftiall  we  be  content  w ithout  doing  our  duty  ? fliall  we  be  un- 
“ grateful  ? God  forbid  ! 

“ Gratitude  feems  to  be  a virtue  peculiarly  adapted  to  nations  that  have  received  fuch  benefits  as 
ours.  It  is  often  negleded  by  individuals,  becaufc  it  is  often  out  of  their  pow'er  to  be  as  grateful 
“ as  they  wifli ; we,  I truft,  ftiall  never  have  fuch  another  opportunity  of  exercifing  ours.  God 
forbid  we  fliould  lef  it  flip.” 
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(lone  for  the  kingdom  of  Iieland  ; which  was  afterwards  fixed  at  the  fum  of 
50,000/.*  in  the  committee,  which  refolution  the  hoiifc  unanimoufly  agreed 
to,  and  refolved,  that  an  addrefs  fiiould  be  prefented  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  ^ 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  lay  before  his  majefty,  tlie  humble  defire  of  that 
houfe,  that  he  would  direct  that  fum  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  lands  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  be  fettled  on  Henry  Grattan,  Efq.  and  his  heirs, 
in  teftimony  of  the  gratitude  of  that  nation  for  his  eminent  and  unequalled 
fervices  to  that  kingdom,  and  that  the  houfe  would  make  good  the  fame. 

Now  for  the  firft  time  might  it  be  truly  faid  did  the  Caftle  fpeak  the  real, 
genuine,  undifguifed  language  of  the  Irilh  people : fuch  was  happily  to  be 
read  in  the  proclamation  ilfued  by  the  lord  lieutenant  in  confequence  of  the 
addrels  of  the  commons  on  the  29th  of  iVIay,  1782,  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  order  a proclamation  to  be  ilfued  for  appointing  a day  of  general  thankf- 
giving  throughout  this  nation,  to  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  for  the 
many  blefiings  bellowed  on  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Bi  itain  and  Ireland,  par- 
ticularly for  that  union,  harmony,  and  cordial  afiedlion,  M'hich  had  been 
happily  brought  about  between  thefe  two  kingdoms,  whole  interefts  \vere  in- 
feparably  the  fame ; by  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  his  majefiy  and  his  councils 
in  forming  and  re-efiablilhing  their  mutual  rights,  by  which  the  ftrength, 
honor,  happinefs,  and  glory  of  the  whole  empire  were  greatly  augmented  ; 
and  for  the  providential  and  great  fuccefs  of  his  majefty’s  arms  againft  their 
natural  enemies,  which  they  trufted  would  tend  to  bring  about  a happy, 
liable,  and  lalling  general  peace  to  thefe  kingdoms. 

Thus  publicly  and  univerfally  were  exprefled  the  joy  and  congratulation  of 
the  nation ; and  for  the  moment,  happinefs  pervaded  every  corner  of  the 
kingdom.  But  it  appears,  as  if  it  had  been  written  in  the  book  of  fate,  that 
the  felicity  of  Ireland,  whilll  independent  and  feparate  from  Great  Britain, 
Ihould  be  Ihort-lived,  precarious,  and  unllable.  Ere  the  rejoicings  of  the 
people  were  concluded,  the  djemon  of  difeord  was  bufy  in  fowing  difeontent, 
jealoufy,  and  envy  both  within  and  without  the  parliament.  The  two  great 
rival  orators,  Melfrs.  Grattan  and  Flood,  who  appeared  equally  bent  and  deter- 
mined upon  acquiring  and  fecuring  the  civil  freedom  of  their  country,  had 
different  pleas  of  merit  for  their  condud : Mr.  Flood  had  for  feven  years  en- 
joyed one  of  the  moll  lucrative  offices  under  government,  which  he  facrificed 

* Viz.  on  27th  May,  1782.  9 Journ.  Com.  p,  357. 
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to  his  patriotifm  in  the  prefent  hour ; Mr.  Grattan  never  had  been  in  place, 
and  now"  that  he  niiglit  have  come  in,  through  his  patriotifm  he  declined  it. 
But  the  honorable  tribute  of  gratitude  iliewn  to  Mr.  Grattan  by  the  vote  and 
addrefs  of  the  commons  appears  to  have  been  produ6tive  of  jealoufy  and  re- 
fentment  in  the  bread:  of  Mr.  Flood  and  fome  few  of  his  mod:  intimate  friends 
and  admirers,  which  in  fome  degree  tarnilhed  the  luftre  and  defiled  the  pu- 
rity of  his  moft  patriotic  efforts.  ’ 

The  grounds  of  this  unfortunate  jealoufy  fully  appeared  within  three  days 
after  Mr.  Bagenal’s  motion  in  favor  of  Mr.  Grattan,  when  Mr.  ^Montgomery 
(of  Donegal)  called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to,  an  honorable  gentleman, 
the  bed,  the  mod  able,  the  mod  indefatigable,  the  mod  fmcere,  that  had 
ever  facrificed  private  intered  to  the  advantage  of  his  country.  After  fuch 
a defcription,  he  faid,  he  need  not  name  Mr.  Flood,  wdio  had  relinquifhed  the 
mod  lucrative  office  of  the  date,  rather  than  defert  the  conditution  of  Ire- 
land : and  as  he  knew  the  prefent  adminidration  intended  to  raife  its  glory 
by  a6ling  on  the  moll  liberal  principles  of  freedom,  he  gave  notice,  that  he 
did  intend  to  move  for  an  addrefs  to  his  majedy,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  redore  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Flood  to  the  office  he  lately  held, 
and  in  this  he  hoped  for  the  concurrence  of  the  minider.  He  w ould  not,  he 
faid,  move  for  any  pecuniary  reward,  as  he  knew"  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman 
in  queftion  w’as  above  receiving  any  alms  from  his  country.  He  was  called 
nj)on  to  name  a day. 

Colonel  Fitzpatrick  obferved,  that  the  place  of  Mr.  Flood  was  no  longer 
vacant : w hen  Mr.  Montgomery  replied,  that  it  was  filled  by  Sir  George 
Yonge,  whofe  ill  offices  to  Ireland  might  poffibly  at  fome  time  be  properly 
rewarded.  Mr.  Wallh  drongly  fupported  the  motion  in  favor  of  Mr.  Flood  ; 
and  they  were  both  illiberally  abufive  of  Sir  George  Yonge,  w’hofe  chara6ler 
was  warmly  defended  by  Sir  Henry  Cavendilh.  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  main- 
tained the  impropriety  of  breaking  in  upon  the  difcretionary-exercife  of  the 
prerogative;  and  fuggefted,  that  if  the  gentleman  meant  to  perfid  in  his  in- 
tention, the  regular  method  would  be  to  move  firft  for  an  addrefs  to  remove 
Sir  George  Yonge  from  his  employment. t 

When 

* 1 Pari.  Deb.  p.  381.  on  30th  May,  1782. 

-J-  To  this  Mr.  Montgomery  obferved,  that  if  the  crown  had  been  mifinformed,  and  led  to  beftow 
an  honorable  employment  upon  an  unworthy  objeft,  it  would  be  right  to  undeceive  it,  and  addrefs 

the 
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When  the  houfe  was  in  a committee  on  tlie  bill  for  the  modification  of 
Poynings’  law  on  the  6th  of  June,  Mr.  Yelverton  remarked,  that  as  the 
bill  then  Rood,  the  privy  council  were  obliged  to  certify  all  bills,  which  ori- 
ginated in  parliament,  and  no  other,  without  any  alteration;  which  Mr. 
Flood  contended  was  not  perfectly  adequate  to  the  idea  entertained  by  the 
nation,  or  what  feemcd  necelfary  to  do  juftice  to  the  conftitution.  They 
ought  either  to  declare  againfi;  all  ufurpation,  or  by  an  eftedual  repeal  to  an- 
nihilate thofe  pretcnfions  in  future.  It  Avas  the  general  opinion,  that  this 
a6t  took  away  the  power  of  originating  bills,  and  gave  it  to  the  privy  coun- 
cil. That  fliould  certainly  be  repealed,  for  he  did  not  fee,  by  any  effedt  in 
the  prefent  bill,  but  the  privy  council  might  recall  this  poAver  under  a corrupt 
miniftry,  and  it  Avas  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  breed  of  the  Straffords  in 
political  principles,  Avas  yet  extindl ; and  an  arbitrary  government  might  at 
fome  future  period  take  adA'antage  of  the  negligence  of  the  prefent  hour.  He 
underftood,  and  the  nation  underllood,  that  all  they  aimed  at  Avas  a fimilar 
conftitution  Avith  England,  but  the  bill  by  implication  cut  them  off  from 
that  benefit.  He  underftood  it  to  be  the  confiitution  of  the  land,  that  the 
whole  bufinefs  of  legiflation  Avas  to  be  done  in  public  ; but  there  Avas  no  pro- 
vifion  made  by  this  bill,  Avhich  could  prevent  the  fmothering  of  bills,  or  ex- 
plain the  reafons  of  a filent  negative. 

Mr.  Yelverton  faid,  that  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  moft  certainly  agreed 
in  principle  Avith  him,  and  they  differed  only  in  mode.  Their  fentiments 
Avere  the  fame.  He  confefled  the  bill  did  not  entirely  reftore  Avhat  the  confti- 
tution of  England  enjoyed,  but  circumftanced  as  Ireland  Avas,  it  Avas  the  beft 
calculated  that  could  be  devifed.  The  features  of  the  tAvo  kingdoms  Avere  not 
exadlly  alike ; fome  little  difference  might  be  difcovered  in  the  traits,  but 
they  Avere  adlually  and  in  fa6t  the  fame.  To  reftore  the  confiitution  of  Ire- 
land as  it  once  fiood,  Avould  in  a great  meafure  be  refioring  tumult  and  dif- 
order,  and  going  back  to  the  neceflity  of  laAvs,  Avhen  a lord  lieutenant  had 
the  fame  power  as  the  king,  made  peace  and  Avar,  and  exercifed  all  the  pri- 
vileges of  fovereignty.  Hifiory  furnillied  infiances,  when  in  the  difputes  of 

the  king  to  beftow  it  on  one,  that  was  deferving  of  it.  And  on  the  ift  of  June  he  declared  that  Mr. 
Flood  knew  nothing  of  his  application,  or  he  would  not  have  permitted  it  to  have  been  made;  but 
although  he  Ihould  defer  his  motion,  he  ftill  perfifted,  that  it  was  moft  difgraceful  in  the  late  admi- 
niftration  to  difplace,  and  in  the  prefent  to  permit  a gentleman  to  fuffer  the  lofs  of  3300/.  per  ann. 
for  his  attachment  to  the  conftitution  and  interefts  of  his  country. 
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the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  two  lord-lieutenants, i and  two  parliaments, 
were  in  this  kingdom,  one  arraigning  and  condemning  the  a<5ts  of  the  other. 
They  diould  confider  in  how  liberal  and  unqualified  a manner  they  had  re- 
ceived that  conftitution. 

The  king  fent  a mefiage  to  his  parliament  in  Ireland,  to  know  what  was  the 
caufe  and  nature  of  thpir  difcontents  : they  pointed  out,  in  anfwer,  three 
things:  firft,  they  demanded  a renunciation  of  binding  that  kingdom  by 
Englilh  laws,  (and  probably  the  work  was  elfedted,  nhile  he  was  yet  fpeak- 
ing;)  fecondly,  the  modification  of  Poynings’  law,  by  cutting  off  the  power 
of  the  privy  councils  of  either  kingdoms  to  alter  their  heads  of  bills ; and 
thirdly,  an  abridgment  of  the  duration  of  the  mutiny  bill. 

In  confequence  thereof  both  houfes  of  the  Britifli  parliament  paffed  a refo- 
lution  confenting  to  the  repeal  of  every  law,  which  comprehended  them  as 
hitherto  bounden.  Apd  the  queftion  Avhich  then  remained,  was,  Avhether  the 
bill  then  under  confideration,  were  comprehcnfive  enough  to  meet  the  general 
with.  They  had  overturned  the  power  of  the  privy  council;  and  it  only  re- 
mained to  know  whether  bills  Ihould  come  back,  to  notify  to  parliament  the 
royal  diffent.  The  manner  of  giving  the  royal  dilfent  in  England,  was  a 
gentle  denial.  Bills  were  never  exprefsly  negatived ; but  the  king  faid,  he 
had  the  bill  under  confideration.  He  thought  the  fending  fuch  bills  over, 
was  a fufiicient  notification  of  diffent.  It  was  certainly  fairer  to  infer,  that  a 
bill  was  under  confideration,  than  to  receive  an  exprefs  negative. 

Some  few  members  fupported  iVIr.  Flood  ; but  the  decided  majority  of  the 
houfe  ajipearing  to  be  for  Mr.  Yelverton’s  bill  as  it  flood,  the  queflion  was  put 
and  carried  without  a divifion. 

On  the  next  day  when  the  engroffed  bill  for  the  repeal  of  part  of  Poynings’ 
law  was  read,  i\Ir.  Wallh  returned  to  the  objections  made  on  the  day  before, 
which  brought  on  a debate,  in  which  Mr.  Flood  fpoke  with  unufual  eloquence 
and  energy,  and  moved*  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which,  as  the  Prime  Ser-’ 

jeant 

* The  propofed  amendment  was,  to  infert  after  tlie  word  Whereas,  the  following  words  : — 
" doubts  have  arifen  on  the  conftruftion  of  the  law  commonly  called  Poynings,  and  of  the  third 

and  fourth  of  Philip  and  Mary,  explanatory  thereof : Be  it  enafted  by  the  king's  mod  excellent. 

majedy,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confentof  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in 
“ this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  faid  law  of  Poy-, 
" nings,  and  the  faid  third  and  fourth  of  Philip  and  Mary,  be  and  ftaad  repealed,  fave  only  as 

^ I fallows ; 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


6i8 

jeant  (iMr.  H.  Burgh)  obferved,  was  in  fa6b  anew  bill,  in  lieu  of  that,  W'hich 
had  received  the  fancdon  of  that  houfe  on  the  preceding  day ; and  it  would 
be  againft  all  the  rules  of  parliament  to  receive  it.  The  chief  conteft  of  this 
debate  lay  between  Mr.  Flood  and  the  Prime  Seijeant.*  Mr.  Yelverton  de- 

clarfed, 

" follows  r that  is  to  fay.  Be  it  enacted,  that  no  parliament  {halt  be  holden  in  this  kingdom,  until 
“ a licence  for  that  purpofe  be  had  and  obtained  from  his  majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  under 
“ the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain:  And  that  all  bills,  confiderations,  caufes,  ordinances,  tenors, 
“ and  provifions,  of  either,  or  both  houfes  of  parliament,  fhall  be  of  right  certified  to  his  majefty, 
" his  heirs,  and  fuccelTors,  unaltered,  under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  by  the  lord-lieutenant,  or 
other  chief  governor  or  governors,  and  council  of  this  kingdom,  for  the  time  being ; and  that 
“ fuch  bills,  and  no  others,  being  returned  unaltered,  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  fhall 
be  capable  of  receiving  the  royal  aftent  or  diflent  in  parliament,  according  to  his  majefty ’s  com- 
miftion,  either  for  giving  bis  aftent  or  diflent  to  the  fame  refpedlively.” 

* On  this  occafion  Mr.  Grattan  fald,  he  thought  the  bill  itfelf  an  anfwer  to  all  the  arguments 
brought  againft  it : he  fliould,  however,  rather  remain  a filent  admirer  of  the  great  talents  of  thofe 
two  gentlemen,  than  take  a decided  part  in  it.  In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Ogle  threw  out  an 
©pinion,  that  a promptnefs  to  appeal  to  the  majefty  of  the  people,  upon  every  trivial  occafion, 
weakened  the  efficacy  of  fuch  appeal  at  times  when  it  might  be  of  real  advantage  : to  which  Mr. 
i'lood  thus  replied  : — 

I take  notice  of  what  my  honorable  friend  has  faid,  only  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
" doing  honor  to  the  benignity  of  his  own  feelings.  But  minifters,  popular  minifters,  will  always 
“ be  ready  to  appeal  to  the  people,  when  they  are  confeious  that  their  meafnres  are  right.  By  an 
“ appeal  to  the  people,  the  prefent  miniftry  were  called  into  office.  And  when  men  of  condition, 
to  whom  their  country  is  dear  for  every  reafon,  appeal  to  the  people,  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
appeal  to  turbulence  or  commotion,  but  to  the  fober  judgment  of  the  public.  What  was  the  fate 
of  all  our  conftitutional  claims,  'till  the  voice  of  the  people  thundered  for  redrefs  } Majorities — 
rank  majorities — 'till  a voice  from  America  exhorted  you  to  claim  your  rights,  and  the  defires  of 
the  people  prevailed.  If  ever  there  be  a moment  wlien  the  opinion  of  the  people  ought  to  have 
“ a tenfold  weight}  it  is  now  when  they  have  lined  the  caufe  of  argument,  and  encouraged  you  to- 
“ fpeak  a language,  which,  I will  not  fay,  you  feared  to  fpeak,  but  which  certainly  you  were  unwil- 
ling  to  fpeak  before.  The  bill  was  propofed  twenty  years  ago,  when  parliament  Mfas  weak  and 
impotent:  it  was  then  rejefted  with  difdain.  And  will  you  now,  when  you  have  3'our  confti- 
“ tution  iu  your  bands,  when  you  have  your  conftitution  in  your  arms,  will  you  now  accept  of  fuch 
“ a humiliating  condition,  and  ditgrace  the  caufe  of  your  country  by  fuch  a pitiful  expedient?” 

And  after  he  had  made  his  motion,  concluded  his  fpeech  in  the  following  manner : — “ And 
*'  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I have"  a feeling  in  the  utmoft  pull'e  of  my  heart,  it  is  that  which  tells  me, 
that  this  is  a great  and  awful  day  j it  is  that  which  tells  me,  tlrat  if,  after  twenty  years  fervice, 
I ffiould  pafs  this  queftion  by  negleftingly,  I ffiould  be  a bafe  betrayer  of  my  country  ■,  it  is  that 
“ which  tells  me,  that  the  whole  earth  does  not  contain  a bribe  fufficient  to  make  me  trifle  with  the 
“ liberties  of  this  hand,  I do,  therefore,  wifh  to  fubfcrlbe  my  name  to  what  I now  propofe,  to- 

have 
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•dared,  tliat  when  he  introduced  the  it  was  to  take  a\vay  every  grievance 
w'hich  had  been  complained  of.  In  his  own  apprehenfion  that  end  was  an- 
fwered.  He  had  no  objedlion,  however,  to  terms  more  amplified.  He  then 
moved,  “ that  to  prevent  delays  in  the  fummoning  of  parliaments,  be  it  fur- 
“ ther  enaded,  that  no  bill  lhall  be  certified  into  Great  Britain  as  a claufe  or 
“ confideration  for  holding*  a parliament  in  this  kingdom,  but  that  parliaments 
may  be  holden  in  this  kingdom,  although  no  fuch  bill  fliall  have  been  cer- 
tified  previous  to  the  meeting  thereof,”  The  queftion  being  put  that  the 
bill  fiiould  pafs  with  Mr.  Yelverton’s  amendment,  was  agreed  to  without  a 
divifion. 

The  grand  and  critical  oppofition,  which  Mr.  Flood  and  his  few  adherents 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  made  to  the  proceedings  then  going  forward  to 
accomplifii  the  demands  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  was  grounded  upon  a inoft 
ungracious  fuggeftion  of  the  infincerity  and  duplicity  of  Great  Britain,  in 
yielding  under  her  embarraffments  to  the  repeal  of  the  declaratory  law  of 
George  I.  that  by  feeming  to  yield  unconditionally  to  Ireland,  {[\e,,feifed  on 
the  generous  credulity  of  her  nature,  and  took  full  advantage  of  a change  in 
her  own  adminiftration : that  Great  Britain  retained  the  full  principle  of  her 
right  to  legiflate  for  every  part  of  the  empire  ; the  mover  for  that  repeal  in 
the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  held  it  externally,  and  the  feconder  of  the 
motion  held  it  both  externally  and  internally.  That  a repeal,  he  infifted, 
without  an  exprefs  renunciation  of  the  right,  would  leave  Ireland  precifely 
W'here  die  was.  That  as  the  declaratory  aft  made  no  alteration  in  the  pre-ex- 
ifting  law,  fo  the  repeal  of  that  declaratory  aft  would  alfo  make  no  alteration 
in  the  pre-exifting  law  ; and  that  without  fome  pofitive  renunciation  of  the 
right  to  legiflate  internally  and  externally  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  their 
work  would  be  but  half  done,  and  Ireland  might  again  be  enflaved  by  thefirft 
Corrupt  minifter,  who  fliould  choofe  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  unfufpefting  and 
too  liberal  conduct  of  Ireland.  IMr.  Flood's  doftrines  gained  more  profelytes 
out  of  doors,  than  in  the  parliament.  Mr.  Grattan,  and  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  houfe  confided  implicitly  in  the  good  faith  of  Great  Britain, 
and  contended,  that  the  Ample  repeal  went  the  vhole  length  of  their  own  de- 

“■  have  them  handed  down  together  to  poflerity,  that  pofterity  may  know  there  was  at  lead:  one 
" man,  who  difapproved  of  the  temporifing  bill  now  before  the  houfe  5 a bill  that  future  parlia- 
ments,  if  diey  have  power,  will  reform  3 if  they  have  not,  will  with  tears  deplore.” 
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mands,  and  gave  ftdl  redrefs  to  tlie  grievance  they  had  complained  of ; and 
they,  oppofed  any  further  attempt  at  procuring  conceffions  from  Great  Bri- 
tain : conceiving  what  had  already  been  done  and  was  about  to  be  done 
to  be  completely  fatisfa6tory  in  eftablifliing  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  Ireland.  It  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  t.hat  the  arguments  of 
Mr.  Flood  were  very  powerful,  and  had  they  been  urged  in  their  proper 
feafon  would  have  carried  much  more  weight  in  the  houfe.  As  it  was, 
both  IMr.  Yelverton  and  Mr.  Grattan  declared  in  the  houfe,  that  if  they 
could  be  convinced,  that  the  fimple  repeal  was  infufficient,  they  would  moft 
coixlially  join  Mr.  Flood  in  his  motion.  Never  Avas  conteft  more  fiercely 
fought  than  this  between  the  two  rival  patriots  MeiTrs.  Flood  and  Grattan. 
It  ended  on  the  divifion  of  the  houfe  upon  Mr.  Flood’s  motion  on  the  JQth 
of  July  1782,*  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  heads  of  a bill  for  declaring  the 
foie  and  exclufive  .right  of  the  Irifli  parliament  to  make  laws  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever  internal  and  external  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  had  occafioned  diflentions  in 
the  Britifli  cabinet,  Avhich  obliged  jMr.  Fox,  Lord  John  Cavendifh,  Mr. 
Burke,  and  other  of  his  friends  to  refign.  He  could  not  fubmit  to  remain 
in  a cabinet,  in  which  he,  and  his  friends,  who  had  come  in  and  afted 
uniformly  upon  an  open  principle,  were  outvoted  ; he  had  declared  before 
the  death  of  the  Marquis,  that  if  certain  meafures  were  carried  in  the  ca- 
binet, he  fliould  refign  ; and  as  they  had  been  carried  fince  his  death,  he 
<lid  refign,  difdainingto  be  refponfible  for  meafures  he  difapproved  of,  or  to 
lend  his  name  to  a lyftein,  in  which  he  had  no  ihare.t  In  the  new  arrange- 
ment 


9 Journ.  Com.  p.  378.  The  journals  merely  fay,  It  paffed  in  the  negative.  Mr.  Dobbs 
fays  in  his  hiftory,  p.  12  1,  “ that  the  minority  on  that  day  contitlcd  only  of  fix. 

f The  new  arrangement  was  as  follows : 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  — To  be  firft  lord  of  the  Treafury,  vice  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham. 

Lord  Grantham 
Thomas  Townfend,  Efq 
Hon.  William  Pitt 
R.  Jackfon,  Efq. 

E.  James  Elliott,  Efq. 

Hon.  J.  Jeffries  Pratt 
John  Aubrey,  Efq. 

Colonel  Barre 


I Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  x'ice  tire  Earl  of  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fox. 

— Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  vice  Lord  John  Cavendilh. 

I Lords  of  the  treafury,  vice  Lord  Althorpe  and  Frederick  Montagu,  Efq. 

I Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  vice  Lord  Duncannon  and  Hon.  J.  Townfend. 

■ — Payraafter  of  the  forces,  vice  Edmund  Burke,  Efq. 
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nient  of  Lord  Shelburne’s  aclminiftration,  which  took  place  on  the  iStl^C 
July  1782,  Lord  Temple  (now  the  Marcpiis  of  Buckingham)  was  fixed  upon 

to 


Henry  Dundas,  Efq.  lord  | treafurer  of  the  navy,  lice  Colonel  Barre 

advocate  J 

Sir  George  Yonge,  Bart,  — Secretary  at  war,  vice  T.  Townfliend,  Efq. 

Earl  Temple  — Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  vice  the  Duke  of  Portland 

Hon.  William  Wyndham  7 Secretary  to  ditto,  vice  Colonel  Fitzpatrick 

Grenville  J 

The  following  acconnt  of  this  change  of  adminiftration,  from  the  Annual  Regifter  for  the  year,  is 

attributed  to  a principal  member  of  the  late  adminiftration  (Mr.  Burke).  The  lliort  fpace  of  time 
that  intervened  between  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  and  the  prorogation  of  parliament 
afforded  no  opportunity  of  difcovering  in  what  manner  the  Houfe  of  Commons  flood  affeiSted 
towards  the  changes,  that  had  taken  place  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  in  confequence 
of  the  former  event.  The  weight  of  the  new  minifter  in  that  affembly,  either  from  political  con- 
nexion, from  private  friendfhips,  or  public  favor,  was  known  to  be  very  inconfiderable;  and  the 
fupport  which  he  might  otherwife  have  derived  from  the  power  of  the  crown  was  likely  to  be  much 
reduced  by  the  operation  of  the  bill  of  reform,  and  by  the  fteady  attachment  of  moft  of  thofe  mem- 
bers, who  either  owed  their  feats  to  tlie  influence  of  government,  or  were  led  by  a fort  of  principle 
to  give  a general  fupport  to  adminiftration,  under  the  aufpices  of  a noble  lord,  one  of  his  predeceffors 
in  office.  The  recefs  of  parliament  was  therefore  confidered  as  a circumftance  highly  favorable  to 
the  minifter,  and  was  doubtlefs  employed  in  endeavoring  to  form  fuch  alliances  amongft  the  parties 
out  of  power  as  might  enfure  fome  degree  of  ftrength  and  permanence  to  his  adminiftration. 

A reunion  of  the  Whigs  was  the  favorite  expedlation  of  the  public,  and  anxioufly  looked  for  by 
thofe,  who  equally  dreaded  the  revival  of  the  old  fyftem,  and  the  mifchiefs  of  a weak  and  unfettled 
government.  It  does  not  however  appear,  that  any  advances  were  made  towards  effeXing  fuch  an 
accommodati(Mi  5 to  which  there  appear  indeed  to  have  been  infuperable  difficulties,  from  the 
induftry,  with  which  the  friends  of  each  party  laboured  to  throw  the  blame  botliof  tliefchifm  and 
failure  on  the  other. 

On  the  part  of  thofe,  who  had  retired  from  the  fervice  of  government,  it  was  urged,  that  as  the 
appointment  of  the  noble  earl  to  the  higheft  office  in  adminiftration  was  one  of  the  principal  caufes 
of  the  divifion  that  enfued,  fo  it  continued  to  be  the  chief  obftacle  to  a reunion.  It  was  indeed 
abfurd  to  expeX,  that  his  complaifance  to  his  enemies  Ihould  carry  him  fo  far  as  to  enter  into 
a treaty,  of  which  he  was  himfelf  to  be  the  firft  facrifice ; and  it  was  not  more  reafonable,  they  faid 
to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  who  continued  to  aX  with  him,  how  much  foever  they  might  difapprove  of 
his  principles,  or  cenfure  the  meafures  he  was  carrying  on,  (a  conduX  which  fome  of  them  did  not 
fcruple  to  purfue)  would  be  willing  to  defeend  from  fituations,  in  which,  by  the  removal  of  their 
lormer  friends,  they  ftood  as  principals,  in  order  to  aX  fubordinate  parts  again  in  conjunXion  with 
them. 

Thefe  infinuations  were  combated,  on  the  other  fide,  by  fiudioufly  reprefenting  the  caufe  of 
diflenfion  to  liave  been  a mere  perfonal  contefl  for  power  j and  by  cliargiug  their  opponents  wirii 
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to  lacceed  the  Duke  of  Portland  in  the  viceregency  of  Ireland.  Every 
poflible  difpatch  was  therefore  given  to  the  parliamentaiy  bufinefs  in  Ire- 

holding  opinions  of  a dangerous  nature,  trenching  on  the  moft  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
that  of  chufing  its  own  minifters,  and  confequenlly  having  a dired  tendency  to  fubvert  the  con- 
ftiturion. 

But  whatever  weight  may  be  allowed  to  thefe  charges  or  furmifes,  it  was  generally  agreed,  that, 
though  the  parties  themfelves  had  been  ever  fo  well  difpofed  towards  an  accommodation,  yet  the 
countenance  and  approbation  of  the  court  would  hardly  have  been  lent  to  a meafure  fo  diametrically 
oppofite  in  its  principles  to  that  favorite  fyftem  of  politics,  which  had  the  difunion  of  all  party  con- 
nedlions  for  its  balls.  In  oppolition  to  this  fyftem,  after  a long  and  an  arduous  ftruggle,  by  no  mean 
exertion  of  abilities,  and  by  the  concurrence  of  many  important  events,  the  late  adminiftration  had 
arrived  at  a kind  of  adverfe  pofteffion  of  power,  which  being  fubmitted  to  from  necefiity,  it  could 
not  be  expedled  would  be  fuftered  to  remain,  whenever  the  means  of  deftroying  it  could  be 
found.  1 hefe,  by  an  unfortunate  event,  foon  after  oftered  themfelves.  The  appointment  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  to  fucceed  tlie  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  it  was  eafily  forefeen,  would  difguft 
xhol'e  individuals  of  the  party,  whofe  principles  were  the  moft  inflexible  and  obnoxious  ; and  the 
probability  of  gaining  over  many  others,  who  might  wifh  to  make  themfelves  feme  amends  for  the 
long  profcription  they  had  undergone,  by  the  advantages  of  a more  accommodating  line  of  condudt, 
was  reckoned  on  with  a confidence  that  proved  not  ill-founded.  Add  to  this,  that  the  firmnefs  of 
the  party  had  hitherto  flood  the  trial  of  defeats  and  mortifications  only;  that  power  and  emolument 
will  fometimes  be  retained  on  terms  and  by  means,  through  which  they  would  not  have  been 
fought;  and  laftly,  that  many  of  the  members,  wearied  and  grown  old  in  oppofition  would  na- 
turally feel  difinclined,  from  the  diminution  both  of  their  vigour  and  profpe6ls,  to  embark  in  a 
frefti  conteft  with  the  court. 

Tlie  defign  appears  to  have  been  planned  with  great  political  fagacity,  and  the  fuccefs  went 
beyond  even  what  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  could  have  expeded.  Not  only  a change  of  minifters 
was  eft'e£ted,  and  a cabinet  formed  more  agreeable  to  the  views  of  the  court ; but  feveral  of  thofe, 
whofe  former  condu»3:  had  been  marked  by  extraordinary  violence  were  gained  over ; and  thefe, 
not  fatisfied  to  embrace  their  new  principles  with  all  the  zeal  and  eagernefs  of  converts,  feemed  to 
regard  with  anunufual  degree  of  malignity,  that  inflexibility  of  their  old  colleagues,  which  appeared 
no  lefs  than  a tacit  reproach  to  their  own  condudt.  Thus  a decifive  blow  was  given  to  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  party,  and  which  feemed  even  to  preclude  all  future  attempts  to  form  a lyftematic 
oppofition. 

Such  were  the  obftacles,  which,  fi  om  every  quarter,  appear  to  have  rendered  a reunion  of  the 
whigs  under  the  aufpices  of  the  new  minifter,  totally  imprafticable.  A coalition  with  the  noble 
lord,  who  had  formerly  been  at  the  head  of  his  majefty’s  government,  feemed  more  feafible,  and 
was  certainly  free  from  the  moft  material  objections  that  lay  to  the  former  meafure.  Overtures 
accordingly  are  faid  to  have  been  made  by  the  minifter,  and  various  terms  offered  him : but  whether 
from  a confidence  in  his  own  fti'ength,  and  the  hope  of  rifing  again,  on  the  divifions  of  his  adver- 
faries,  to  the  pofteffion  of  undivided  power;  or  from  refentment  of  former  indignities;  or  from 
fome  change  in  his  political  fentiments,  and  a conviCtion  of  the  impolfibility  of  ferving  the  public 
witlr  fidelity  on  the  terras  propofcd,  the  bufinefs  fell  to  die  ground. 
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land,  in  order  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  might  clofe  the  felTion,  and  as  far 
as  conveniently  could  be,  adjuft  all  the  arrangements,  then  pending  between 
the  two  kingdoms,  refpe6ting  the  legiflativ'e  independence  and  commercial 
freedom  of  that  kingdom.  Lord  Shelburne  had  been  fully  as  explicit,  open 
and  liberal  in  his  fpeech  to  the  lords,  with  reference  to  Ireland,  as  Mr.  Fox, 
in  his  fpeech  to  the  commons.  It  was  therefore  generally  at  firft  prefumed, 
that  the  change  in  the  Britidi  adminiftration  would  caufe  no  alteration  in 
the  fyftem  of  conceffion  to  Ireland. 

Amongft  the  feveral  a6ts,  whieh  received  the  royal  atfent  under  the  Duke 
of  Portland’s  adminiftration,  was  Mr.  Eden’s  act  for  eftablifliing  the  national 
bank.  This  met  with  fome  oppofition,  but  the  meafure  Avas  carried,  and 
the  bank  opened  the  year  following.  By  this  a6t  (21  and  22  Geo.  III.  c.  16) 
the  bank  was  eftablilhed  by  the  name  of  The  governor  and  company  of 
the  bank  of  Ireland.  The  fubfcribers  to  it  were  to  pay  in  600,000/.  either 
in  catli  O’-  debentures,  at  4 per  cent,  which  were  to  be  taken  at  par,  and 
confidered  as  money.  This  fum  was  to  be  the  capital  ftock  of  the  bank, 
and  the  debentures  to  that  amount,  when  received,  were  to  be  cancelled  by 
the  vice  treafurers.  For  thefe  an  annuity  of  24,000/.  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
company,  being  equal  to  the  intereft  payable  upon  thefe  debentures;  the 
ftock  Avas  to  be  redeemable  at  any  time,  upon  twelve  months  notice,  after 
the  ift  of  January,  1794.  Ireland  obtained  likewife  an  important  acquifition 
by  a bill,  “ for  better  fecuring  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,”  otherAvife  called 
the  Habeas  Corpus  adt,  timilar  to  that  formerly  patfed  in  England. 

The  facramental  teft,  by  Avhich  the  ditfenting  Proteftants  Avere  excluded 
from  offices  of  tfuft  under  the  crown  Avas  alfo  repealed,  and  the  nation  Avas 
gratified  by  the  repeal  of  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill,  and  by  that  long  defired 
adl  for  making  the  commiffion  of  the  judges  of  that  kingdom,  to  continue 
(juamdiu  fe  benh  gefjcrint.  An  adt  Avas  alfo  patled  to  render  the  manner  of 
conforming  from  the  Popifh  to  the  Proteftant  religion  more  eafy  and  expe- 
ditious. Another  for  fparing  to  his  majefty,  to  be  draAvn  out  of  this  king- 
dom Avhenever  he  fliould  think  fit,  a force  not  exceeding  5000  men  (part 
of  the  troops  appointed  to  be  kept  therein  for  its  defence.) 

On  the  27th  of  July,  1782,  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  concluded 
the  feflion  Avith  the  folloAving  fpeech  from  the  throne ; 
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“My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ THE  great  and  conftitutional  advantages  you  have 
“ fecured  to  your  country,  and  the  wife  and  magnanimous  conduOl  of  Great 
“ Britain,  in  contributing  to  the  fuccefs  of  your  Ready  and  temperate 
“ exertions,  on  the  clofe  of  a feifion,  muft  ever  reflect  the  higheft  honor 
“ on  the  national  charadlers  of  both  kingdoms. 

“ It  muft  be  a moft  plealing  confideration  to  you,  to  recoiled,  that  in 
“ the  advances  you  have  made  towards  the  fettlement  of  your  conftitution 
“ no  ads  of  violence  or  impatience  have  marked  their  progrefs.  A religious 
“ adherence  to  the  laws  confined  your  endeavours  within  the  ftrideft  bounds 
“ of  loyalty^  and  good  order;  your  claims  were  direded  by  the  fame  fpirit, 
“ that  gave  rife  and  fiability  to  the  liberty  of  Great  Britain,  and  could  not 
“ fail  of  fuccefs,  as  foon  as  the  councils  of  that  kingdom  were  influenced 
“ by  the  avowed  friends  of  the  conftitution. 

“ Such  a fpirit  of  conftitutional  liberty  communicating  itfelf  from  one 
“ kingdom  to  another,  mull  naturally  produce  that  reciprocal  confidence 
“ and  mutual  aflfedion,  of  which  we  already  begin  to  feel  the  moll  falutary 
“ eflfeds.  A grateful  zeal  and  generous  ardour  have  united  this  whole 
“ kingdom  in  the  moll  cordial  and  vigorous  exertions,  which  promife  effec- 
“ tually  to  fruftrate  the  defigns  of  our  common  enemy,  and  to  re-ellablilh 
“ and  fecure  the  glory  of  the  whole  empire.” 

“Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ WHEN  I conlider  the  very  a6Uve  and  liberal  part  you 
“ have  taken  in  contributing  to  thefe  great  and  glorious  events,  I mull  as 
“ dillindly  exprefs  to  you  his  majelly’s  fenfe  of  the  lall  eflfufion  of  your 
“ generofity  for  the  defence  of  the  empire,  as  I mull  return  you  liis  moll 
“ gracious  thanks  for  the  fupplies,  which  you  fo  chearfully  voted  at  the 
“ beginning  of  this  feifion.  His  majelly’s  royal  example  not  only  fecures 
“ to  you  a moll  jull  and  oeconomical  application  of  the  aids  you  have 
“ granted  him,  but  affords  you  a moll  folemn  pledge  of  attentive  invelliga- 
“ tion  into  every  means,  which  the  / circumllances  of  this  country  will 
“ afibrd  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  his  loyal  and  grateful  people.  To  co- 
“ operate  with  you  in  carrying  into  effe6l  this  moll  benevolent  difpolition 
“ of  his  majefty,  will  afford  me  the  highefl  gratification,  and  manifeft 
“ to  you  the  fentiments  I lliall  ever  entertain,  in  return  for  the  confidence 
“ voLi  have  repofed  in  the  fmcerity  of  my  profelfions  for  your  welfare.” 

“ My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ In  contemplating  the  fervices,  which  your  unremitting 
‘ afliduity  has  rendered  to  the  public,  I muft  indulge  myfelf  in  the  fatisfac- 
‘ tion  of  fpecifying  fome  very  important  a6ls,  which  will  moll  materially 
‘ ftrengthen  the  great  conftitutional  reform  you  have  completed,  and  which 
‘ will  for  ever  diftinguifli  the  period  of  this  memorable  feffion.  You  have 
‘ provided  for  the  impartial  and  unbialfed  adminiftration  of  juftice,  by  the 
‘ a6t  for  fecuring  the  independency  of  judges.  You  have  adopted  one  of  the 
‘ mod;  etfeftual  fecurities  of  British  freedom,  by  limiting  the  mutiny  a6i:  in 
‘ point  of  duration ; you  have  fecnred  that  moft  invaluable  of  all  human 
^ blelTings,  the  perfonal  liberty  of  the  fubjedl,  by  palling  the  Habeas  Corpus 
‘ A61; ; you  have  cherillied  and  enlarged  the  wife  principles  of  toleration,  and 
made  confiderable  advances  in  abolilhing  thofe  diftin6tions,  which  have  too 
‘ long  impeded  the  progrefs  of  induftry,  and  divided  the  nation.  The  diligence 
and  ardour,  with  which  you  have  perfevered  in  the  accomplilhment  of  thefe 
‘ great  obje6ls,  muft  ever  bear  the  moft  honorable  teftimony  of  your  zeal 
‘ and  induftry  in  the  fervice  of  your  country,  and  manifeft  your  knowledge 
‘ of  its  true  interefts. 

“ Many  and  great  national  obje61s  muft  prefent  themfelves  to  your  confi- 
‘ derations  during  the  recefs  from  parliamentary  bufmefs  ; but  what  I would 
‘ moft  earneftly  prefs  upon  you  as  that,  on  which  your  domeftic  peace  and 
‘ happinefs,  and  the  profperity  of  the  empire  at  this  moment  moft  immedi- 
‘ ately  depend,  is  to  cultivate  and  diffufe  thofe  fentiments  of  afte6lion  and 
confidence,  which  are  now  happily  reftored  between  the  two  kingdoms. 
Convince  the  people  in  your  feveral  diftri6ls,'as  you  are  yourfelves  con- 
vinced, that  every  caufe  of  paft  jealoulies  and  difcontents  is  finally  removed ; 
that  both  countries  have  pledged  their  good  faith  to  each  other,  and  that 
their  heft  fecurity  will  be  an  inviolable  adherence  to  that  compact ; that 
the  implicit  reliance,  which  Great  Britain  has  repofed  on'the  honor,  gene- 
rofity,  and  candour  of  Ireland,  engages  your  national  charadler  to  a return 
‘ of  fentiments  equally  liberal  and  enlarged ; convince  them,  that  the  two 
kingdoms  are  now  one,  indiifolubly  connefted  in  unity  of  conftitution  and 
unity  of  interefts ; that  the  danger  and  fecurity, , the  profperity  and  cala- 
mity of  the  one,  muft  equally  affedl  the  other ; that  they  ftand  or  fall 
together.’' 

The  parliament  was  then  prorogued  to  the  24th  of  September  following, 
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The  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  compliance  with  the  propofals  and  de- 
mands of  Ireland,  by  the  22d  of  Geo.  III.  c.  53.  fimply  repealed  the  6th  of 
Geo.  I.  and  the  feveral  matters  and  things  therein  contained.  The  armed 
bodies  of  the  volunteers  had  now  too  long  been  enured  to  arms,  as  well  as 
to  the  agitation  of  political  fubjedts,  not  to  partake  of  the  fpirit  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  with  which  the  queftions  of  fimple  repeal  and  renunciation  were  con- 
tended for  in  parliament : frequent  appeals  to  the  volunteers  were  made  by 
perfons  in  parliament;  and  the  volunteers  affumed  a confequence  little lliort 
of  legiflative  control.  Several  provincial  meetings  were  called  to  take  into 
confideration  addreffes  fuitable  to  the  occafion.  On  the  17th  of  June,  1782, 
the  national  committee  met  prior  to  the  meetings  of  the  provinces.  The 
avowed  intent  of  their  meeting  was  to  canvas  the  proceedings  of  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  parliament.  A fpirit  of  diffent  had  created  difcontent ; and  the 
immediate  obje6l  of  their  confideration  was,  whether  there  exifted  or  not  juft 
caufe  of  complaint.  At  their  firft  meeting  nothing  was  agreed  upon  : at 
their  next  meeting  the  following  refolution  was  unanimoufly  carried. 

Volunteer  National  Committee. 

‘‘  At  a meeting  of  the  Volunteer  Committee,  at  Dublin,  on  Tuefday  the 
“ 3 8th  of  June,  1782, 

“ The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Kingsbqrough  in  the  chair, 

“ Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  addreffes  of  the  Irilh  parliament  hav- 
“ ing  difclaimed  any  power  or  authority  , of  any  fort  whatfoever,  in  the  par- 
“ liament  of  Great  Britain  over  this  realm,  we  fliall  confider  a repeal  of  the 
“ 6th  of  George  I.  by  the  Britifli  parliament,  made  in  purfuance  of  the  faid 
‘‘  addreffes,  a complete  renunciation  of  all  the  claims  contained  in  the  faid 
ftatute,  and  as  fuch,  we  will  accept  it,  and  deem  it  fatisfadiory. 

(Signed)  “ Mervyn  Archdall,  Francis  Dobbs,  Jofeph  Pollock,  for 
“ Ulfter. 

“ Lewis  Francis  Irwin,  Charles  O’Hara,  John  Geoghegan, 
“ for  Connaught. 

‘‘  Ptichard  Talbot,  William  Burton,  Jolin  Parnell,  R.  Nevill, 
“ for  Leinfter. 

» Kingfborough,  R.  Sh.  Carew,  W.  T.  Monfel,  Samuel  Ja- 
“ cob,  A.  Blennedpaffet,  William  Godfrey,  George  Stack- 
“ poole,  for  Munfter.” 
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The  great  obje6l  of  the  national  committee  was,  if  poffible,  to  preferve  una- 
nimity : moft  of  the  members  were  to  attend  their  refpedlive  provincial  meet- 
ings, and  it  was  thought,  that  the  only  chance  of  unanimity  was,  to  fix  on 
one  point,  that  they  would  fupport,  aiwl  recommend  in  their  particular  pro- 
vinces. On  the  fame  day  I.«infter  met,  and  agreed  with  the  national  com- 
mittee, as  aj)pears  by  their  addretfes  to  his  majefty  and  )iis  viceroy.  On  the 
21ft  of  June,  Ulfter  met,  and  gave  fatal  proofs  of  the  malicious  induftry,  with 
which  difeontent  had  been  propagated.  Falfehoods  of  the  moft  glaring  na- 
ture had  filled  many  of  the  papers,  and  mifreprefentations  difgraced  the  free- 
dom of  the  preis.  Englilh  perfidy  was  inculcated,  and  the  infufticiency  of 
what  had  been  obtained,  afterted.  Without  any  change  whatfoever  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  a number  of  men,  who  were  even  ready,  a few  days 
before,  to  crofs  the  channel,  to  the  aid  of  England,  became  unhappy  and 
difeontented,  and  the  evening  preceding  the  2lft  of  June  wore  a very  me- 
lancholy afpedt. 

It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Major  Dobbs  to  open  the  bufinefs.  However,  he  ex- 
plained his  reafons  for  being  fully  fatisfied,  and  moved  the  following  addrefs 
to  his  majefty. 

Ulster  Volunteers,  Ireland. 

Dungannon,  Junelljl,  1782. 

“ Colonel  William  Irvine  in  the  chair. 

“ At  a meeting  of  three  hundred  and  fix  companies  of  this  province,  pur- 

fuant  to  public  notice,  the  following  addrefs  was  unanimoufly  agreed  upon, 
“ and  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty  by  the  chairman,  Major  Fran- 
“ cis  Dobbs,  Captain  James  Dawfon,  Captain  Francis  Evans,  and  Colonel 
“ Thomas  Morris  Jones. 

“ To  the  king’s  moft  excellent  majefty.  The  humble  addrefs  of  the  volun-‘ 

teers  of  Ulfter. 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

“ With  the  moft  unfeigned  attachment  to  your  majefty’s 
‘‘  perfon  and  family,  we  approach  your  throne.  You  are  our  true  and  lawful 
‘‘  fovereign ; and  we  truft  that  every  act  of  ours  will  evince,  that  we  are  your 
“ faithful  and  loyal  fubjedls. 

“ I'lie  addrefles  of  the  Irifii  parliament  having  difclaimed  any  power  or 
“ authority,  of  any  fort  whatfoever,  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  over 

* K 2 “ tliis 


628 


AN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 


“ this  realm,  we  fliall  confider  an  unqualified  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the 
“ ftatute  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  by  the  Brithh  parliament,  made  in  pur- 
“ fuance  of  the  faid  addreffes,  a complete  renunciation  of  a principle  hoftile 
“ to  the  rights  of  Ireland,  and  of  all  the  claims  contained  in  the  faid  ftatute; 
“ and  as  fuch  we  will  accept  it,  and  deem  it  fatisfadtory.  Thus  united  by 
“ the  facred  bond  of  freedom,  we  requeft  our  gracious  fovereign  to  affure 
“ our  fifter  kingdom,  that  we  will  be  ftiarers  in  her  fate,  ftanding  or  falling 
with  the  Britilh  empire. 

“ We  humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our  gratitude  for  the  appointment  of 
“ his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  government  of  Ireland.  Prevented 
“ by  fituation  from  enjoying  the  prefence  of  our  benevolent  fovereign,  we 
“ rejoice  in  a viceroy,  whofe  charadter  affures  us,  that  he  will  faithfully  dif- 
“ charge  the  duties  of  his  ftation. 

“ The  oeconomy  and  retrenchment  which  your  majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
“ pleafed  both  to  recommend  and  pradtife,  will,  we  humbly  hope,  be  ex- 
“ tended  to  Ireland.  Should  a more  equal  reprefen tation  of  the  people  be 
“ alfo  adopted,  our  profperity  would  be  for  ever  fecured,  and  your  majefty’s 
“ reign  moft  honorably  diftinguifhed  in  the  annals  of  mankind. 

“ We  rejoice  in  the  great  and  fignal  fuccefs  of  your  majefty’s  arms  : every 
“ enemy  muft  yield  to  the  efforts  of  a great,  a brave,  a free,  and  an  united 
“ people.  Your  majefty’s  choice  of  thofe,  whom  you  have  entrufted  with 
“ the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  gives  us  the  moft  heartfelt  fatisfadlion; 

public  confidence  is  revived  ; and  "we  doubt  not  but  your  majefty’s  crown 
“ and  empire  will  fpeedily  be  raifed  to  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  human  glory. 

“ We  have  ever  beheld  with  admiration  your  majefty’s  domeftic  virtues. 
“ May  your  majefty,  and  the  truly  great  and  amiable  partner  of  your  throne, 
“ long,  long  live  to  blefs  each  other  ; may  the  offspring  of  your  happy  union 
reward  your  parental  fondnefs^  by  a difplay  of  every  grace  and  every  vir- 
“ tue  ; and  when,  at  length,  the  immutable  law  of  nature  fliall  demand 
“ that  tribute,  which  even  kings  muft  pay,  may  your  mourning  fubjeds 
“ with  one  voice  lament,  that  the  great,  the  benevolent  father  of  his  people 
‘‘  is  no  more.  “ William  Irvine,  Chairman. 

“ James  Dawson,  Secretary.” 

It  pafled  unanimoufly,  and  with  a loud  tribute  of  applaufe.  • ■ 

Captain  Pollock  then  moved  an  addrefs  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  wliich 
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was  carried  unanimoufly ; as  was  alfo  an  addrefs  to  Lord  Charlemont,  ap- 
pointing liim  general  of  the  volunteers  of  Uider,  moved  by  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Alexander  Stewart,  and  an  addrefs  to  Mr.  Grattan,  expreffing  the  higheft 
fatisfa6tion  at  the  vote  of  50,000/.  moved  by  Captain  Pollock.  Arefolution 
moved  by  Colonel  Knox,  for  affifting  in  railing  the  20,000  feamen,  and  a re- 
folution  for  erefting  a monument  at  Dungannon,  in  which  Lord  Charle- 
mont and  Mr.  Grattan  were  to  be  particularly  diftinguilhed,  moved  by  the 
Rev\  Mr.  Crawford,  were  alfo  carried  unanimoufly. 

The  province  of  Connaught  likewife  expreffed  its  fatisfa6lion,  in  addrefles 
to  his  majelly  and  the  lord  lieutenant,  as  appears  by  tliofe  addreffes ; Munfter 
met,  but  did  nothing. 

The  gentlemen,  who  were  appointed  to  prefent  the  addrefs  to  his  majefty, 
immediately  failed  for  England ; Lord  Shelburne  treated  them  with  the 
greateft  politenefs ; and  his  majefty  was  plcafed  moft  gracioully  to  receive 
their  addrefs,  and  every  mark  of  attention  was  paid  through  them  to  the  vo- 
lunteers of  Ulfter.  But  fcarcely  had  their  addrefles  been  prefented,  when  the 
packets  from  Ireland  announced  the  diflatisfa6lion  of  two  corps  in  the  town 
of  Belfaft,  which  had  been  reprefented  at  Dungannon ; they,  who  were  exe- 
' cuting  their  commiflion,  were  vilified  and  traduced  in  the  news-paper ; and 
Mr.  Grattan,  who  had  been  addrefled  from  every  quarter,  as  the  faviour  of 
his  country,  who  had  been  voted  a ftatue  by  a full  meeting  of  the  lawyers^of 
Ireland  particularly  convened,  and  50,000/.  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Ireland,  had  become  the  obje6l  of  the  moft  illiberal  abufe. 

The  Belfaft  review  was  approaching  ; thofe  who  v^ere  dilfatisfied  deter- 
mined there  to  make  their  Hand : and  it  had  been  for  the  two  preceding 
years  diftinguiflied  as  the ‘greateft  in  Ireland,  and  therefore  its  decifion  muft 
carry  confiderable  weight.  The  ift  Belfaft  company  had  taken  the  lead,  and 
was  indefatigable  in  the  purfuit  of  its  object,  that  dilfatisfadlion  Ihould  be 
exprefled  at  Belfaft  : this  company  fent  a very  ftrong  addrefs*  to  the  corps 
who  were  to  aflembleat  the  review;  which  was  ably  drawn  up,  and  very  fully 
exprefled  the  grounds  and  particulars  of  their  diflatisfaCtion.  jMajor  Dobbs 
alfo  addrefled  the  fame  corps  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  tpieftion  by  way  of 
reply  to  their  addrefs. 

* Both  thefe  addrefles  are  exprefllve  of  the  difFercnt  opinions  circulated  abroad  upon  the  queftion, 
and  are  to  be  feen.  Append.  No.  LXIX. 
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The  3 ift  of  July  cUfplayed  a truly  glorious  exhibition.  A volunteer  en- 
campment of  near  three  thoufand  men,  and  the  volunteer  garrifon  of  up- 
wards of  one  thoufand,  all  completely  clothed,  armed,  and  accoutred.  Their 
military  knowledge  and  appearance  ftruck  the  veteran  with  wonder. 

Anonymous  papers  in  thoufands  were  difperfed  through  the  camp  and  gar- 
rifon. Every  private  was  taught,  that  he  was  competent  to  legiflate,  and 
confequently  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  on  the  mod  fpeculative  points.  De- 
claration, renunciation,  fimple  repeal,  legal  fecurity,  better  fecurity,  and  bill 
of  rights,  were  all  before  them,  and  they  were  to  inftru6i;  their  delegates  on 
thefe  important  points.  The  delegates  affembled  on  the  3d  of  Auguft,  and 
Colonel  Stewart  (member  for  the  county  of  Down)  was  unanimoufly  called 
to  the  chair ; and  Major  Dobbs,  as  exercifing  officer,  moved  an  addrefs  to 
the  Reviewing  General,  Lord  Charlemont,  in  Avhich  he  inferted  a claufe  of 
their  being  fully  fatisfied.  A debate  commenced  whether  it  ffiould  not  be 
expunged  ; at  the  end  of  eleven  hours  a divifion  took  place,  when  there  ap- 
peared for  expunging  31,  againft  it  29. 

The  addrefs  thus  altered,  paffed  unanimoufly. 

Thus  by  the  efforts  and  exertions  of  a wife  and  liberal  adminiftration  were 
the  liberties  of  Ireland  reftored ; peace,  unity,  and  content  diffufed  through  a 
revived  nation,  and  the  profperity  and  glory  of  the  Britiffi  empire  increafed  by 
adding  ftrength,  vigor,  and  felicity  to  that  important  part  of  it. 
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No.  I. 

The  Bull  of  Adrian  IV,  by  which  he  granted  Ireland  to  Henry  II. 

(Historical  Review,  &c.  p.  26.) 

A BRIAN  the  billiop,  the  fervant  of  the  fervants  of  God,  to  his  moft 
dear  fon  in  Chrift,  the  noble  king  of  England,  fendeth  greeting  and  apof- 
tolick  benediction.  Your  magnificence  hath  been  very  careful  and  fiudious 
how  you  might  enlarge  the  church  of  God  here  in  earth,  and  encreafe  the 
number  of  faints  and  ele<5t  in  heaven,  in  that  as  a good  Catholick  king,  you 
have  and  do  by  all  means  labour  and  travel  to  enlarge  and  increafe  God’s 
church,  by  teaching  the  ignorant  people  the  true  and  Chriftian  religion,  and 
in  abolifiiing  and  rooting  up  the  weeds  of  fin  and  wickednefs.  And  wherein 
you  ha>T,  and  do  crave,  for  your  better  furtherance,  the  help  of  the  apoftolic 
fee  (wherein  more  fpeedily  and  difcreetly  you  proceed)  the  better  fuccefs, 
we  hope,  God  Avill  fend ; for  all  they,  which  of  a fervent  zeal  and  love  in 
religion,  do  begin  and  enterprize  any  fuch  thing,  fiiall  no  doubt  in  the  end, 
have  a good  and  profperous  fuccefs.  And  as  for  Ireland,  and  all  other 
iflands,  where  Chrift  is  knovm  and  the  Chriftian  religion  received,  it  is  out  of 
all  doubt,  and  your  excellency  well  knoweth,  they  do  all  appertain  and  be- 
long to  the  right  of  St.  Peter,  and  of  the  church  of  Rome  ; and  we  are  fo 
much  the  more  ready,  defirous,  and  Mulling,  to  fow  the  acceptable  feed  of 
God’s  word,  becaufe  we  know  the  fame  in  the  latter  day  muII  be  moft  fe- 
verely  required  at  your  hands.  You  have  (our  well  beloved  fon  in  Chrift) 
advertifed  and  fignifyed  unto  us,  that  you  will  enter  into  the  land  and  realm 
of  Ireland,  to  the  end  to  bring  them  to  obedience  unto  laMq  and  under  your 
fubjedion,  and  to  root  out  from  among  them  their  foul  fins  and  MUckednefs; 
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as  alfo  to  yield  and  pay  yearly  out  of  every  houfe,  a yearly  penfion  of  one 
penny  to  St.  Peter,  and  befides  alfo  will  defend  and  keep  the  rites  of  thofe 
churches  whole  and  inviolate.  We  therefore,  well  allowing  and  favouring 
this  your  godly  difpofition  and  commendable  aifebtion,  do  accept,  ratifie, 
and  alfent,  unto  this  your  petition,  and  do  grant  that  you  (for  the  dilating  of 
God’s  church,  the  punilhment  of  fin,  the  reforming  of  manners,  the  planting 
of  virtue,  and  the  encreafing  of  Chriftian  religion)  do  enter  to  polfefs  that 
land,  and  there  to  execute  according  to  your  wifdoin,  whatfoever  flrall  be 
for  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  fafety  of  the  realm.  And  further  alfo  w^e  do 
ftridlly  charge  and  require,  that  all  the  people  of  that  land  do  with  all  hiim- 
blenefs,  dutifulnefs,  and  honour,  receive  and  accept  you  as  their  liege  lord 
and  fovereign,  referving  and  excepting  the  right  of  Holy  Church  to  be  in- 
violably preferved,  as  alfo  the  yearly  penfion  of  Peter  pence  out  of  every 
houfe,  which  we  require  to  be  truly  anfwered  to  St.  Peter  and  to  the  church 
of  Rome.  If  therefore  you  do  mind  to  bring  yonr  godly  purpofe  to  effe6l, 
endeavour  to  travail  to  reform  the  people  to  fome  better  order  and  trade  of 
life,  and  that  alfo  by  yourfelf  and  by  fuch  others  as  you  thall  think  meet, 
true  and  honeft  in  their  life,  manners,  and  converfation,  to  the  end  the  church 
of  God  may  be  beautified,  the  true  Chriftiau  religion  fo wed  and  planted,  and 
all  other  things  done,  that  by  any  means  fiiall  or  may  be  to  God’s  honour 
and  falvation  of  men’s  fouls,  whereby  you  may  in  the  end  receive  of  God’s 
hands  the  reward  of  everlafting  life,  and  alfo  in  the  mean  time,  and  in  this 
life  carry  a glorious  fame  and  an  honourable  report  among  all  nations. 

The  Conjirmation  of  the  former  Grant  hy  Alexander  III. 

ALEXANDER  the  bilhop,  the  fervant  of  the  fervants  of  God,  to  his 
dearly  beloved  fon,  the  noble  king  of  England,  greeting,  grace  and  apof- 
tolic  benediflion.  Forafmuch  as  things  given  and  granted  upon  good 
reafon,  by  our  predecelTors,  are  to  be  well  allowed  of,  ratified  and  confirmed, 
we  well  confidering  and  pondering  the  grant  and'  privilege  for,  and  con- 
cerning the  dominion  of  the  land  of  Ireland  to  us  appertaining,  and  lately 
given  by  Adrian  our  predecelfor,  we  following  his  fteps,  do  in  like  manner 
confirm,  ratifie,  and  allow  the  fame;  referving  and  faving  to  St.  Peter, 
and  to  the  church  of  Rome,  the  yearly  penfion  of  one  penny  out  of  every 
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houfe,  as  well  in  England  as  in  Ireland.  Provided  alfo,  that  the  barbarous 
people  of  Ireland,  by  your  means,  be  reformed  and  recovered  from  their 
filthy  life  and  abominable  converfation;  that  as  in  name,  fo  in  life  and 
manners  they  may  be  Cliriftians,  and  that  as  that  rude  and  difordered 
church,  being  by  you  reformed,  the  whole  nation  may  alfo  with  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  name  be  in  afts  and  deeds  followers  of  the  fame. 


No.  II. 

The  Treaty  or  Articles  of  TF'mdfor.  Page  31, 

me  eft  finis  et  concordia  quae  fa6la  fuit  apud  Windefore,  in  Oclabis  San6ti 
!Michaelis  anno  Gratiae  1177,  inter  Dominum  Regem  Angliae  Henricum 
Secundum,  et  Rodericum  Rcgem  Conaciaj  per  Catholicum  Tuamenfem  Ar- 
chiepifeopum  et  Abbatem  C.  San61i  Brandani,  et  Magiftrum  Laurentium 
cancellarium  Regis  Conacias, 

Imo,  Quod  Rex  Angliae  concedit  praediclo  Roderico,  ligeo  homini  fuo 
Regnum  Conacias,  quamdiu  ei  fideliter  ferviet,  ut  fit  Rex  fub  eo,  paratus  ad 
fervitium  fuum,  ficut  homo  funs;  et  ut  teneat  terrain  fuam,  ita  bene,  et  in 
pace  ficut  tenuit  antequam  Dominus  Rex  Anglias  intravit  Hiberniam,  red- 
dendo ei  tributum;  et  totam  illam  terrain  et  habitatores  terras  habeat  fub  fe; 
et  jiiftitiEe  ut  tributum  Regi  Angliie  integre  perfolvant,  et  per  maiium  ejus  fua 
jura  fibi  confervent,  et  illi  qui  modo  tenent,  teneant  in  pace,  quamdiu  man- 
ferint  in  fidelitate  Regis  Anglia;;  et  fideliter  et  integre  perfolverint  tributum 
et  alia  jura  fua,  quae  ei  debent  permanum  Regis  Conaciae;  falvo  in  omnibus 
jure  et  honore  Domini  Regis  Angliie  et  fuo, 

2do.  Et  fiqui  ex  eis  Regi  Angliae,  ct  ei  rcbelles  fuerint,  et  tributum  et  alia 
jura  Regis  Anglije,  per  manum  ejus  folvere  noluerint,  et  a fidelitate  Regis 
Angliae  recefferint,  ipfe  eos  juftitiet  et  amoveat,  et  fi  eos  per  fe  injuftiare  non 
poterit,  Conftabularius  Regis  Anglia;  et  familia  fua  de  terra  ill:\  juvabunt 
eum  ad  hoc  faciendum,  cum  ab  ipfo  fuerint  requifiti,  et  ipfi  viderint  quod 
iiecefle  fuerit,  et  propter  hunc  fineni  reddet  prasdi<!dus  Rex  Conaciae  Domini 
Regi  Angliae  tributum  fingulis  annis,  fcilicet,  de  fingulis  decern  animalibus 
unuin  corium  placabile  mercatoribus,  tarn  de  tota  tern\  fiul,  quam  de  alieiiA. 

3o.  Exceptd,  quod  de  terris  illis,  quas  Dominus  Rex  Anglix  retinuit  in 
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clomiiiio  fuo,  et  in  dominio  Baronum  fuorum,  nihil  fe  intromittet;  fcilicet 
Durelina  cum  pertinentiis  fuis,  ficut  unquam  Murchait,  Wamai,  Lethlachlin 
earn  melius  et  plenius  tenuit,  aut  aliqui  qui  earn  de  eo  tenuerint.  Et  excepta 
Wexfordia,  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  fuis;  fcilicet,  cum  tota  Lagenia,  et 
excepta  Waterfordia  ulque  ad  Dungarvan,  itaut  Dungarvan  fit,  cum  omni- 
bus pertinentiis  fuis  infra  terrain  illam. 

4to.  Et  fi  Ilibernenfis  illi  qui  aufugerint,  redire  voluerint  ad  terrain  Baro- 
num Regis  Angliai,  redeant  in  pace,  reddendo  tributum  prEedidtum  quod  alii 
reddunt,  vel  faciendo  antiqua  fervitia,  qua  facere  folebant  pro  terris  fuis;  et 
lioc  fit  in  arbitrio  Dominorum  fuorum ; et  fi  aliqui  eoruni  redire  noluerint 
Domini  eoriiin  et  Rex  Conaciae  accipiat  obfides,  omnibus  quos  ei  cominifit 
Dominus  rex  Anglise,  ad  voluntatem  Domini  Regis  et  fuam,  et  ipfe  dabit  ob- 
fides ad  voluntatem  Domini  Regis  Anglice  illos  vel  alios;  et  ipfi  fervient 
Domino  de  canibus  et  avibus  fuis  fmgulis  annis  de  pertinentiis  fuis,  et  nullum 
omnino  de  quacumque  terra  Regis  fit,  retinebunt  contra  voluntatem  Domini 
Regis.  His  teftibus  Richardo  Epifcopo  Wintoniae,  Gaufrido  Epifcopo  Elienfi, 
Laurentio  Duvelienfi  Archiepifcopo,  Gaufrido,  Nicholao  et  Rogero  Capella- 
nis  Regis,  Gulielmo  Comite  Elfexii,  et  aliis  inultis,  etc. 


No.  III. 

Ex  trails  from  the  Tr'ijh  Remonjirance  to  Pope  John  XXII.  P.  44. 

IT  is  extremely  painful  to  us,  that  the  viperous  detradtions  of  flanderous 
Englidimen,  and  their  iniquitous  fuggeftions  againfl  the  defenders  of  our 
rights,  Ibould  exafperate  your  holinefs  againfl;  the  Irifli  nation.  But  alas, 
you  know  us  only  by  the  mifreprefentation  of  our  enemies,  and  you  are 
expofed  to  the  danger  of  adopting  the  infamous  falfeboods,  which  they 
propagate,  without  hearing  any  thing  of  the  deteflable  cruelties,  they  have 
committed  againfl  our  anceflors,  and  continue  to  commit  even  to  this  day 
againfl  ourfelves.  Heaven  forbid,  that  your  holinefs  fliould  be  thus  mif- 
guided;  and  it  is  to  protedl  our  unfortunate  people  from  fuch  a calamity, 
that  we  have  refolved  here  to  give  you  a faithful  account  of  the  prefent  flate 
of  our  kingdom,  if  indeed  a kingdom  we  can  call  the  melancholy  remains  of  a 
nation,  that  fo  long  groans  under  the  tyranny  of  the  kings  of  England,  and 
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of  their  barons;  fome  of  whom,  thougli  born  among  us,  continue  to  pradife 
the  fame  rapine  and  cruelties  againft  us,  which  their  anceftors  did  againft 
ours  heretofore.  We  diall  fpeak  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  we  hope,  that 
your  liolinefs  will  not  delay  to  infli6l  condign  punifliment  on  the  authors  and 
abettors  of  fuch  inhuman  calamities. 

Know  then,  that  our  forefathers  came  from  Spain,  and  our  chief  apoftle  St. 
Patrick,  fent  by  your  predeceflbr.  Pope  Celeftine,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  435, 
did  by  the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  moil  effe6lually  teach  us  the  truth 
of  the  Holy  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  that  ever  fince  that,  our  kings  well 
inftru6led  in  the  faith,  that  was  preached  to  them,  have,  in  number  fixty-one, 
without  any  mixture  of  foreign  blood,  reigned  in  Ireland  to  the  year  11 70. 
And  thofe  kings  were  not  Englilhmen,  nor  of  any  other  nation  but  our  own, 
who  with  pious  liberality  beftowed  ample  endowments  in  lands,  and  many 
immunities  on  the  Irifli  church,  though  in  modern  times  our  churches  are 
moft  barbaroufly  plundered  by  the  Englidi,  by  whom  they  are  almoft  de- 
fpoiled.  And  though  thof&  oui-  kings,  fo  long  and  fo  ftrenuoully  defended, 
againft  the  tyrants  and  kings  of  different  regions  the  inheritance  given 
them  by  God,  preferving  their  innate  liberty  at  all  times  inviolate;  yet, 
Adrian  IV.  your  predeceffor,  an  Englifhman,  more  even  by  affe6Iion  and 
prejudice,  than  by  birth,  blinded  by  that  affe<5^ion  and  the  falfe  fuggeftions 
of  Henry  11.  King  of  England,  under  whom,  and  perhaps  by  whom,  St. 
Thomas  of  Canterbury  was  murdered,  gave  the  dominion  of  this  our  king- 
dom by  a certain  form  of  words  to  that  fame  Henry  II.  whom  he  ought 
rather  to  have  ftript  of  his  own  on  account  of  the  above  crime. 

Thus,  omitting  all  legal  and  judicial  order,  and  alas!  his  national  preju- 
dices and  prediledlions  blindfolding  the  difcernment  of  the  pontiff,  without 
our  being  guilty  of  any  crime,  without  any  rational  caufe  whatfoever,  he 
gave  us  up  to  be  mangled  to  pieces  by  the  teeth  of  the  moft  cruel  and 
voracious  of  all  monfters.  And  if  fometimes  nearly  flayed  alive,  we  efcape 
from  the  deadly  bite  of  thefe  treacherous  and  greedy  wolves,  it  is  but  to 
defcend  into  the  miferable  abyfles  of  flavery,  and  to  drag  on  the  doleful 
remains  of  a life  more  terrible  than  death  itfelf.  Ever  fince  thofe  Eno-lifti 

O 

appeared  firft  upon  our  coafts  in  virtue  of  the  above  furreptitious  donation, 
they  entered  our  territories  under  a certain  fpecious  pretext  of  piety  and 
external  hypocritical  ftiew  of  religion;  endeavouring  in  the  mean  time,  by 
every  artifice  malice  could  fuggeft,  to  extirpate  us  root  and  branch,  and  with- 
out 
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out  any  other  right,  than  that  of  the  ftrongeft,  they  have  fo  far  fucceeded 
bv  bafe  and  fraudulent  cunning,  that  they  have  forced  us  to  quit  our  fair 
and  ample  habitations  and  paternal  inheritances,  and  to  take  refuge,  like  wild 
beads,  in  the  mountains,  the  woods,  and  the  moralfes  of  the  country;  nor 
can  even  the  caverns  and  dens  protect  us  againft  their  infatiable  avarice. 
They  purfue  us  even  into  thefe  frightful  abodes,  endeavouring  to  difpolfefs 
us  of  the  wild  uncultivated  rocks,  and  arrogating  to  themfelves  the  property 
of  every  place,  on  which  we  can  damp  the  figure  of  our  feet;  and  through 
an  excefs  of  the  mod  profound  ignorance,  impudence,  arrogance,  or  blind 
infanity  fcarce  conceivable,  they  dare  to  afiert,  that  not  a fingle  part  of 
Ireland  is  ours,  but  by  right  entirely  their  own. 

Plence  the  implacable  animofities  and  exterminating  carnage,  which  are 
perpetually  carried  on  between  us;  hence  our  continual  hoftilities,  our  de- 
teftable  treacheries,  our  bloody  reprifals,  our  numberlefs  madacres,  in  which 
fmce  their  invafion  to  this  day,  more  than  50,000  men  have  periflied  on  both 
fides : not  to  fpeak  of  thofe,  ^vho  died  by  famine,  defpair,  the  rigors  of  cap- 
tivity, nightly  marauding,  and  a thoufand  other  diforders,  which  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  remedy,  on  account  of  the  anarchy  in  which  we  live;  an  anarchy, 
'which  alas ! is  tremendous  not  only  to  the  date,  but  alfo  to  the  church  of 
Ireland ; the  minifters  of  which  are  daily  expofed,  not  only  to  the  lofs  of  the 
frail  and  tranfitory  things  of  this  world,  but  alfo  to  the  lofs  of  thofe  folid  and 
fubdantial  bledings,  which  are  eternal  and  immutable. 

Let  thofe  few  particulars  concerning  our  origin,  and  the  deplorable  date,  to 
which  we  have  been  reduced  by  the  above  donation  of  Adrian  IV.  fudice  for 
the  prefent. 

We  have  now  to  inform  your  holinefs,  that  Henry,  king  of  England,  and 
the  four  kings  his  fuccelfors,  have  violated  the  conditions  of  the  pontifical 
bull,  by  which  they  were  impowered  to  invade  this  kingdom ; for  the  faid 
Henry  promifed,  as  appears  by  the  faid  bull,  to  extend  the  patrimony  of  the 
Iridi  nhurch,  and  to  pay  to  the  apodolical  fee,  annually  one  penny  for  each 
houfe;  now  this  promife  both  he  and  his  fuccelfors  above  mentioned,  and 
their  iniquitous  minifters,  obferved  not  at  all  with  regard  to  Ireland.  On  the 
contrary,  they  have  entirely  and  intentionally  eluded  them  and  endeavoured 
to  force  the  reverfe. 

- As  to  the  church  lands,  fo  far  from  extending  them,  they  have  confined 
them,  retrenched  them,  and  invaded  them  on  all  fides,  infomuch  that  fome 
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cathedral  churches  have  been  by  open  force,  notorioufly  plundered  of  half 
their  potfeifions:  nor  have  the  perfons  of  our  clergy  been  more  refpedted;  for 
in  every  part  of  the  country,  we  hnd  bilhops  and  prelates  cited,  arrefted,  and 
imprifoned  without  dihinftion,  and  they  are  oppreifed  with  fuch  fervile  fear 
by  thofe  frequent  and  unparalleled  injuries,  that  they  have  not  even  the  cou- 
rage to  reprefent  to  your  holinefs  the  fufferings  they  are  fo  wantonly  con- 
demned to  undergo.  But  fince  they  are  fo  cowardly  and  fo  bafely  blent  in 
their  own  caufe,  they  deferve  not  that  we  diould  fay  a lyllable  in  their 
favor.  The  Englilli  promifed  alfo  to  introduce  a better  code  of  laws  and 
enforce  better  morals  among  the  Irilh  people;  but  inftead  of  this  they  have 
fo  corrupted  our  morals,  that  the  holy  and  dove-like  fimplicity  of  our  nation 
is,  on  account  of  the  flagitious  example  of  thofe  reprobates,  changed  into  the 
malicious  cunning  of  the  ferpent. 

We  had  a written  code  of  laws,  according  to  which  our  nation  was  governed 
hitherto;  they  hav^e  deprived  us  of  thofe  laws,  and  of  every  law  except  one, 
which  it  is  impoflible  to  Avreft  from  us  ; and  for  the  purpofe  of  exterminating 
us  they  have  eftablilhed  other  iniquitous  laws,  by  Avhich  injuftice  and  inhu- 
manity are  combined  for  our  deftrudfion.  Some  of  Avhich  Av^e  here  infert  for 
your  infpeclion,  as  being  fo  many  fundamental  rules  of  Englifli  jurifprudence 
ellablifhed  in  this  kingdom 

Every  man  not  an  Irifhman,  can  on  any  charge  hoAv^ever  frivolous,  profe- 
cute  an  Irifhman;  but  no  Irifliman  Avhether  lay  or  ecclefiahic  (the  prelates 
alone  excepted)  can  profecute  for  any  offence  Avhatfoever,  becaufe  he  is  an 
Irifhman.  If  any  Englifliman  fliould,  as  they  often  do,  treacheroufly  and  per- 
fidioufly  murder  an  Irifliman,  be  he  ever  fo  noble  or  fo  innocent,  Avhether  lay 
or  ecclefiaftic,  fecular  or  regular,  eA^en  though  he  fliould  be  a prelate,  no  fatif- 
fadtion  can  be  obtained  from  an  Englifh  court  of  juftice;  on  the  contrary  the 
more  Arorthy  the  murthered  man  Aras,  and  the  more  refpedled  by  his  oAvm 
countrymen,  the  more  the  murderer  is  reAvarded  and  honoured;  not  only  by 
the  Englifh  rabble,  but  even  by  the  Englifh  clergy  and  bifhops;  and  efpe- 
cially  by  thofe,  Avhofe  duty  it  is  chiefly,  on  account  of  their  ftation  in  life, 
to  corredt  fuch  abominable  malefadlors.  Every  Irifh  Avoman,  Avhether  noble 
or  ignoble,  Avho  marries  an  Englifliman,  is  after  her  hufband’s  death  deprived 
of  the  third  of  her  hufband’s  lands  and  poffeffions,  on  account  of  her  being 
an  Irifh  Avoman.  In  like  manner,  Avdienever  the  Englifh  can  violently  op- 
prefs  to  death  an  Irifhman,  they  Avill  by  no  means  permit  him  to  make  a Avill 
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or  any  difpofal  whatibever  of  his  affairs:  on  the  contrary,  they  feize  violently 
on  all  his  property,  deprive  the  church  of  its  rights,  and  per  force  reduce  to 
a fervile  condition  that  blood,  which  has  been  from  all  antiquity  free. 

The  fame  tribunal  of  the  Englifli,  by  advice  of  the  King  of  England,  and 
fome  Englifli  bifliops,  among  whom  the  ignorant  and  ill-condu6led  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Armagh  was  prefident,  has  made  in  the  city  of  St.  Kenniers  (Kil- 
kenny) the  following  abfurd  and  informal  ftatute:  that  no  religious  com- 
munity in  the  Englifli  Pale,  fliall  receive  an  Iriflnnan  as  novice,  under  pain 
of  being  treated  as  contumacious  contemners  of  the  King  of  England’s  laws. 
— And  as  well  before  as  after  this  law  was  enadled,  it  was  fcrupuloufly 
obferved  by  the  Englifli  Dominicans,  Francifcans,  monks,  canons,  and  all 
other  religious  orders  of  the  Englifli  nation,  who  fliewed  a partiality  in  the 
choice  of  their  religious  fubjetls;  the  more  odious,  in  as  much  as  thofe 
monafteries  were  founded  by  Irilhmen,  from  ivhich  Irilhmen  are  fo  bafely 
excluded  by  Engliflnnen  in  modern  times.  Befides,  where  they  ought  to 
have  eftablilhed  virtue,  they  have  done  exa6Uy  the  contrary;  they  have 
exterminated  our  native  virtues,  and  eftabliflied  the  moft  abominable  vices 
in  their  Head. 

For  the  Englifli,  who  inhabit  our  ifland,  and  call  thenifelves  a middle 
nation  (between  Englifli  and  Irifli)  are  fo  different  in  their  morals  from  the 
Englifli  of  England,  and  of  all  other  nations,  that  they  can  with  the  greateft 
propriety,  be  filled  a nation  not  of  middling,  but  of  extreme  perfidioufnefs ; 
for  it  is  of  old,  that  they  follow  the  abominable  and  nefarious  cuflom,  which 
is  acquiring  more  inveteracy  every  day  from  habit,  namely,  when  they  invite 
a nobleman  of  our  nation  to  dine  with  them,  they,  either  in  the  midfl  of  the 
entertainment,  or  in  the  unguarded  hour  of  fleep,  fpill  the  blood  of  our 
unfufpe6ling  countrymen,  terminate  their  deteflable  feaft  with  murder,  and 
fell  the  heads  of  their  guefts  to  the  enemy.  Juft  as  Peter  Brumichehame, 

who  is  fince  called  the  treacherous  baron,  did  with  Mauritius  de  S his 

fellow  fponfor,  and  the  faid  Mauritius’  brother,  Cahiacus,  men  much  efteemed 
for  their  talents  and  their  honour  among  us ; he  invited  them  to  an  enter- 
tainment on  a feaft  day  of  the  Holy  Trinity ; on  that  day  the  inftant  they 
flood  up  from  the  table,  he  cruelly  maffacred  them,  with  twenty-four  of  their 
followers,  and  fold  their  heads  at  a dear  price  to  their  enemies;  and  ivhen 
he  was  arraigned  before  the  King  of  England,  the  prefent  king’s  father, 
no  juftice  could  be  obtained  againft  fuch  a nefarious  and  treacherous 
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offender.  In  like  manner  Lord  Thomas  Clare,  the  Dnke  of  Gloucefter's 
brother,  invited  to  his  houfe  the  moft  illuftrious  Brien  Roe  O’Brien  of  Tho- 
mond  his  fponfor.  - --  --  --  --  --  - 

All  hope  of  peace  between  us  is  therefore  completely  deftroyed;  for  fiicli 
is  their  pride,  fuch  their  exceffive  luff  of  dominion,  and  fuch  our  ardent 
ambition  to  fliake  off  this  infupportable  yoke,  and  recover  the  inheritance, 
which  they  have  fo  un  juflly  ufurped;  that,  as  there  never  was,  fo  there  never 
Avill  be  any  fincere  coalition  between  them  and  us:  nor  is  it  poffible  there 
fliould  in  this  life,  for  we  entertain  a certain  natural  enmity  againft  each 
other,  flowing  from  mutual  malignity  defcending  by  inheritance  fr,9m  father 
to  fon,  and  fpreading  from  generation  to  generation. 

Let  no  perfon  Avonder  then,  if  Ave  endeavour  to  preferve  our  lives,  and 
defend  our  liberties,  as  Avell  as  A\’e  can,  againft  thofe  cruel  tyrants,  ufurpers  of 
our  juft  properties  and  murderers  of  our  perfons;  fo  far  from  thinking  it 
unlaAvful,  Ave  hold  it  to  be  a meritorious  a6t,  nor  can  Are  be  accufed  of  per- 
jury or  rebellion,  fince  neither  our  fathers  or  Ave,  did  at  any  time  bind  our 
felvTs  by  any  oath  of  allegiance  to  their  fathers  or  to  them,  and  therefore 
AAUthout  the  leaft  removfe  of  confcience,  Avhile  breath  remains.  Are  Avill  attack 
them  in  defence  of  our  juft  rights,  and  never  lay  doAvn  our  arms  until  Are 
force  them  to  defift.  Befides,  Av^e  are  fully  fatisfied  to  prove  in  a judicial 
manner,  before  ttrelve  or  more  bifliops,  the  fa6ts,  Arhich  Are  have  ftated,  and 
the  grievances,  Arhich  Are  have  complained  of.  Not  like  the  Englifli,  Arho 
in  time  of  profperity  contemn  all  legal  ordinances,  and  if  they  enjoyed 
profperity  at  prefent,  AV'ould  not  recur  to  Rome,  as  they  do  noAr,  but  Arould 
crutli,  AV’ith  their  overbearing  and  tyrannical  haughtinefs,  all  the  furrounding 
nations,  defpifmg  every  laAr  human  and  divine. 

Therefore,  on  account  of  all  thofe  injuries,  and  a thoufand  others,  Arhich 
human  AA’it  cannot  eafily  comprehend,  and  on  account  of  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land, and  their  Aricked  minifters,  Avho,  inftead  of  governing  us,  as  they  are 
bound  to  do,  Arith  jufticc  and  moderation,  have  Arickedly  endeaA^oured  to 
exterminate  us  off  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  to  fhake  off  entirely  their  detcftable 
yoke,  and  recover  our  natiA'e  liberties,  Avhich  Are  loft  by  their  means,  A\'e  are 
forced  to  carry  on  an  exterminating  Arar;  chufing  in  defence  of  our  lives 
and  liberties,  rather  to  rife  like  men  and  expofe  our  jrerfons  bravely  to  all 
the  dangers  of  Avar,  than  any  longer  to  bear  like  Aromcn  their  atrocious  and 
deteftable  injuries;  and  in'orderto  obtain  our  intcreft  the  more  fpeedily  and 
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confidently,  we  invite  tlie  gallant  Edward  Bruce,  to  whom,  being  defcended' 
from  our  moll  noble  ancedors,  we  transfer,  as  we  juftly  may,  our  own  right 
of  royal  dominion,  unanimoudy  declaring  him  our  king  by  common  coufent, 
\rho  in  our  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  mod  men,  is  as  jud,  prudent  and 
pious,  as  he  is  powerful  and  courageous:  Mdio  vdll  do  juftice  to  all  clalfes  of 
people,  and  redore  to  the  church  thofe  properties,  of  which  it  has  been  fo 
damnably  and  inhumanly  defpoiled,  &c. 


No.  IV. 

The  folloxcmg  is  the  Form  of  a Proclamation  made  on  the  Occafion  of  changing 
the  Lordfiip  into  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland.  P.  62. 

FORASMUCH  as  the  hearts  of  all  godly,  natural,  reafonable,  and  civil 
creatuies  be  kindled  with  love  and  joy,  when  they  hear  of  the  profperity, 
triumph  and  advancement  of  their  natural  fovereign  liege  lord  ; honourable 
adembly,  ye  diall  underdand,  that  the  triumph  fhewed  here  this  day  is  done 
principally  to  give  thanks  to  God,  for  his  great  benefits  fliewed  to  our  noble 
and  vi6lorious  king,  Flenry  the  eighth,  and  to  deliver  our  own  gladnefs  and 
joy,  that  his  majefty  is  now,  as  he  hath  always  of  right  been,  acknowleged 
by  the  nobility  and  commons  of  this  his  realm  of  Ireland,  to  be  King  of  the 
fame,  and  he  and  his  heirs  to  be  named,  reputed  and  taken  for  evermore 
kings  of  Ireland,  mod  worthy  under  God.  And  for  manifedation  partly  of 
the  gladnefs  of  the  nobility  here  afferabled,  it  is  agreed  by  the  king’s  deputy, 
and  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons  adembled  in  this 
parliament,  that  all  prifoners  of  whatever  edate,  degree,  or  condition,  how- 
ever they  be  detained  for  murder,  felony  or  other  offences,  vdiich  the  faid 
lord  deputy  may  pardon  (treafon,  wilful  murder,  rape  and  debt  only  excepted) 
fhall  be  clearly  delivered  out  of  prifon  or  prifons  though  herein  they  may  or 
any  of  them  be  detained,  and  all  fuch  prifoners  as  fo  fhall  be  delivered,  fliall 
have  their  pardon  frank  and  free,  requiring  the  fame  accordingly.  And 
God  fave  the  king’s  majedy.  King  Henry  the  eighth,  king  of  England, 
Ireland  and  France,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  in  earth  fupreme  head  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  Ireland. 
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No.  V. 

Proclamation  of  temporary  Conftltutions  made  by  Deputy  and  Council  in 

' MAGNO  PaRLIAMENTO.  P.  64. 

ift.  That  King  Henry  be  received  and  called  King  of  Ireland. 

2d.  That  bilhops  may  exercife  their  jurifdi6lions  in  their  diocefs,  according 
to  the  law  of  God,  and  the  canons. 

3d.  That  laymen  nor  boys  be  not  admitted  to  eccelefiaftical  preferments, 
and  that  fuch  as  be  in  already,  fliall  be  immediately  deprived. 

4th.  That  the  demefnes  of  bifliops,  atid  the  glebes  of  redtors  and  vicars 
not  exceeding  ten  marks  per  annum,  be  exempted  and  privileged  from 
taxes. 

5th.  That  all  thofe,  that  have  dignities  or  benefices  ecclefiaftical,  fliall  take 
orders  and  refide. 

6th.  That  a general  peace  be  proclaimed  throughout  Munfter  ; and  after- 
wards, he  that  commits  murder  or  robbery  fhall  be  fined  forty  pounds,  half 
to  the  king  and  half  to  the  lord  of  the  fee. 

7th.  That  larceny,  above  the  value  of  fourteen  pence,  fliall  be  punhhed 
with  lofs  of  an  ear  the  firft  time,  and  t’other  ear  the  fecond,  and  the  third 
time  with  death. 

8th.  No  horfeman  fliall  keep  moregarfons  or  boys,  than  horfes,  on  pain  of 
twenty  fhillings. 

Qth.  That  every  father  fliall  anfwer  for  his  children,  mafter  for  his  fervants, 
gentleman  for  his  followers,  and  brother  for  his  brethren,  under  his  tuition, 
and  lliall  give  in  a lift  of  them. 

10th.  That  every  kerne,  that  has  not  amafier,  that  will  anfwer  for  him,  be 
taken  as  a vagabond. 

1 itli.  That  there  be  no  more  exactions  to  maintain  horfe  or  foot,  or  kernes 
or  to  war  againfi:  one  another;  and  that  no  more  coyne  or  livery  be  taken 
but  by  the  deputies  order  at  a general  huftings. 

I'ith.  That  iicverthclefs  the  captain  of  the  county  niuft  have  the  ufual 
contribution  of  the  country  for  the  puiilic  and  his  own  private  defence. 

13th.  1 hat  petty  larceny  be  juiniflied  by  a fine  of  three  pounds  fix  fliillings 
and  eight  pence,  whereof  forty  thillings  lhall  be  paid  to  tlic  captain  or  lord  of 
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the  county,  and  twenty  diillings  to  the  tanift,  fi  non  eft particeps  crhninis,  and 
fix  fliillings  and  eight  pence  to  tlie  informer. 

14th.  Tliat  no  man  buy  goods  above  the  value  of  five  Ihillings,  from  any 
fufpeded  perfon,  at  his  peril,  if  they  prove  to  be  ftolen. 

15th.  Depopulatores  agroruni  et  fpoUatores  per  vmn  rape  fiiall  be  pu- 
ni filed  with  death  without  mercy. 

l6th.  That  no  man  fiiall  meddle  with  any  ecclefiaftical  officer  or  benefice, 
but  pay  all  their  tithe  pun6lually,  and  half  tithe  of  the  filli  taken  by 
forei2:ners  on  the  coaft. 

17th.  That  noblemen  fiiall  have  but  twenty  cubits  or  bandies  of  linen  in 
.their  fiiirts,  horfemen  eighteen,  footmen  fixteen,  garfons  twelve,  clowns  ten, 
and  that  none  of  their  fiiirts  fiiall  be  dyed  ivitli  faffron  on  pain  of  twenty 
fiiillings. 

18th.  That  the  lord  or  gentlemen,  into  whofe  county  a theft  is  traced, 
niuft  trace  it  thence,  or  make  reftitution. 

19th.  No  hifriones,  mummers  or  players  at  Chriftmas  or  Eafter. 

Laftly,  the  Earl  of  Ormond,  in  the  counties  of  Waterford,  Typerary  and 
Kilkenny,  and  the  Earl  of  Defmond  in  the  reft  of  Munfter,  are  made 
cufodes  and  executores  of  thefe  ordinances,  ivith  the  afliftance  of  the  Bifliop  of 
Cafiiel. 


No.  VI. 

3 and  A.  P.  and  M.  c.  2.  An  A8  whereby  the  King  and  Queen's  Majejiies, 
and  the  Heires  and  Succe.  fours  of  the  Queen  be  entitled  to  the  Countries  of 
Leix,  Slexemarge,  Irry,  Glinmaliry,  and  Offaily,  and  for  making  the  fame 
Countries  Shire  Grounds.  P.  70. 

PRAYEN  the  commons  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  that  foraf- 
much  as  the  O’Mores,  Odempfies,  O’Connors,  and  others  of  the  Irifiiry, 
lately  inhabiting  the  countries  of  Leix,  Slewmarge,  Irry,  Glinmaliry,  and 
Offaily,  and  by  their  fundry  manifeft  treafons,  after  many  pardons  granted, 
to  them,  and  fundry  benefits  fiiewed  to  them,  yet  often  rebelled,  committing 
great  hurts  to  the  king  and  queen’s  majefties  iiioft  loving  fubje6fs,  by  the 
which  they  provoked  the  moft  worthy  prince,  Edward  the  fixth,  brother  to 
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our  faid  fovereign  lady,  the  queen’s  majeftie,  to  ufe  his  power  againft  them, 
who  at  length  to  his  great  charge  did  fubdue  and  reprefs  the  faid  Irifli  rebels 
or  enemies,  bringing  into  his  polleffion  the  countries  aforefaid,  fithence  M'hich 
time  the  faid  O’Mores,  Odempfies,  O’Connors,  and  others  of  the  faid  Iriiliiy, 
have  traitoroufly,  contrary  to  their  bounden  duties,  by  force  entered  the  faid 
countries,  and  them  fo  did  hold  againft  the  king  and  cjueen’s  majefties,  unto 
fuch  time  as  their  majefties,  by  the  diligent  and  painfull  travaill  and  labour 
of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Sufl'ex,  their  majefties  lord  deputy  in  Ire- 
land by  the  fword  evicted  and  reduced  the  faid  countries,  out  of  and  from  the 
wrongful!  and  ufurped  pofieflion  of  the  faid  Irifli  enemies  or  rebels  to  their 
majefties  former  poffeftion,  as  of  right  appertayneth,  and  for  that,  that  neither 
of  the  faid  countries  is  known  to  be  within  the  limites  of  any  fliires  or  coun- 
ties of  this  realm,  no  title  could  be  found  either  to  the  faid  late  king,  or  to 
their  majefties,  for  and  in  the  faid  countries,  and  the  hereditaments  of  them 
as  by  their  graces  law  is  appointed  to  be  in  like  cafe;  by  default  whereof 
their  majefties  might  not  take  order  for  the  difpofition  of  the  faid  coun- 
tries by  their  graunts  as  they  now  intend  to  doe.  Bee  it  therefore  ordeyned 
ena6ted  and  eftabliflied  by  our  faid  fovereign  lord  and  lady  the  king  and 
queens  majefties,  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporall,  and  the  commons  in  this 
prefent  parliament  aflembled,  and  by  authoritie  of  the  fame,  that  the  faid 
king  and  queens  majefties  during  the  life  of  the  faid  queen,  and  the  heires 
and  fucceflbrs  of  the  faid  queen,  fliall  have,  hold  and  poflefs  for  ever  as  in  the 
right  of  the  crown  of  England  and  Ireland,  the  faid  counties  of  Leix,  Slew- 
marge,  Iwrye,  Glimnalyrie  and  Olfaily,  and  all  fmgular  feignories,  honoursj 
mannors,  caftles,  fortreffes,  meft'uages,  lands,  tenements,  woods,  moores,  paf- 
tures,  mountaines,  mareflies,  waters,  rivers,  loghes,  churches,  cliappels,  ad- 
vowfons,  patronages,  toivnes,  fields,  rentes,  fervices,  and  all  and  fmgular  other 
the  heriditaments,  fpiritual  and  temporall,  of  what  name,  nature,  kind  or  qua- 
lity foever  they  bee  of  in  the  faid  countries  and  everie  of  them  according  to 
the  auncient  limits,  meares,  and  boundes  of  the  fame  countries,  and  everie 
of  them,  except  all  and  fmgular  fuch  parfonages  and  vicarages,  as  now  have 
cure  there,  the  patronages  whereof  lhall  be  likewife  given  to  their  majefties 
and  to  the  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  of  the  faid  queen’s  majeftie  for  c\-cr. 
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No.  VII. 

From  the  Preamble  of  11  Eliz.  c.  1. 

AND  now  moft  deere  foveraign  ladie,  least  that  any  man,  which  lift 
not  to  feek  and  learn  the  truth,  might  be  ledd  eyther  of  his  owne  fantaftical 
imagination,  or  by  the  finifter  fuggeftion  of  others,  to  think  that  the  ftrene 
or  lyne  of  the  O’Neils  Ihould  or  aught  by  prioritie  of  title  to  hold  or  pof- 
feffe  anie  part  of  the  dominion  or  territories  of  Ulfter,  before  your  majefty, 
your  heyres  and  fucceffours,  we  your  grace’s  faid  faithful  and  obedient  fub- 
jects,  for  a.voyding  of  all  fuch  fcruple,  doubt,  and  erroneous  -conceit,  do 
intend  here  (pardon  firft  craved  of  your  majefty  for  our  tq^lious  boldnelfe) 
to  difclofe  unto  your  highnefle  your  auncient  and  fundry  hrong  authentique 
tytles  conveyed  fane  beyond  the  faid  lynage  of  the  O’Neiles,  and  all  other 
of  the  Irisln  ie,  -to  the  dignitie,  ftate,  title,  and  poffeffion  of  this  your  grace’s 
realm  of  Ireland.  And  therefore  it  may  like  your  moft  excellent  majeftie 
to  be  advertifed,  that  the  auncient  chronicles  of  this  realm,  written  both  in 
the  Latine,  Englifli,  and  Irifli  tongues,  alledge  fundry  auncient  titles  for 
the  Kings  of  England  to  this  land  of  Ireland.  And  firft,  that  at  the  begin- 
ning, afore  the  comming  of  Iriflmien  into  the  fayd  land,  there  were  dwell- 
ing in  a province  of  S])aiu,  called  Bifcan,  whereof  Bayon  v'as  a member, 
and  the  chief  citie;  and  that  at  the  faid  Iriihmen’s  comming  into  Ireland, 
one  King  Gurmonde,  fonne  to  the  noble  King  Belan,  King  of  Great  Bri- 
taine,  which  is  called.  England,  vas  lord  of  Bayon,  as  many  of  his  fuccef- 
fours Avere  to  the  time  of  King  Henry  the  Second,  firft  conquerour  of  this 
realm,  and  therefore  the  Irilhmen  fiiould  be  the  King  of  England  his  people, 
and  Ireland  his  land.  Another  title  is,  that  at  the  fame  time  that  Irilhmen 
came  of  Bifcay  as  exiled  perfons  in  fixtic  fiiips,  they  met  Acith  the  fame  King 
Gurmond  upon  the  fea,  at  the  Ylcs  of  Orcadcs,  then  coming  from  Den- 
mark Avitli  great  vi6tory,  their  captaines  called  Heberus  and  Ilcrmon,  Avent 
to  this  king,  and  him  told  the  caufe  of  their  comming  out  of  Bifcay,  and 
him  prayed  A\  ith  great  inltancc,  that  he  A\'Ould  graunt  unto  them,  that  they 
Anight  inhabite  fome  land  in  the  weft.  The  king  at  laft,  l)y  advice  of  his 
counfel,  granted  them  Ireland  to  inhabit,  and  afligned  unto  them  guides 
for  the  fea  to  bring  them  thither ; and  therefore  they  fijould  and  aught  to 
bee  the  King  of  England’s  men.  Another  title  is,  the  elerke  Giraldus  Cam- 
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^reniis,  writeth  at  large  the  hiftorie  of  the  conqueft  of  Ireland,  by  King 
Henry  the  Second,  your  famous  progenitor,  how  Dermot  Mac  Morch,  prince 
of  Leinfter,  which  is  the  firft  part  of  Ireland,  being  a tyrant  or  tyraunts  ba- 
niflied,  went- over  the  fea  into  Normandie,  in  the  parts  of  France,  to  the 
King  Henry,  and  him  bafely  befought  of  fuccour,  which  hee  obtayned,  and 
thereupon  became  liegeman  to  the  faid  King  Henry,  through  which  he 
brought  power  of  Engliflimen  into  the  land,  and  maried  his  daughter, 
named*  Eve,  at  Waterford,  to  Sir  Richard  Fitz  Gilbert,  earl  of  Stranguill, 
in  Wales,  and  to  him  graunted  the  reverfion  of  Leinfter,  Avith  the  faid  Eve 
his  daughter. . And  after  that  the  faid  earl  granted  to  the  faid  King  Henry, 
the  citie  of  Dublin,  Avith  certaine  cantredes  of  land  next  to  Dublin,  and  all 
the  haven-toAvnes  of  Leinfter,  to  hav^e  the  reft  to  him  in  quiet,  Avith  his  ' 
grace’s  favour.  Another  title  is,  that  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  one 
thoufand  one  hundred  fixtie-tAvo,  the  aforefaid  King  Henry  landed  at  the 
citie  of  Waterford,  Avithin  the  realm  of  Ireland,  and  there  came  to  him  Der- 
mot, King  of  Cork,  Avhich  is  of  the  nation  of  the  Mac  Garties,  and  of  his 
OAvn  proper  Avill  became  liege  tributorie,  for  him  and  his  kingdom,  and 
upon  that  made  his  oath,  and  gave  his  hoftages  to  the  king.  Then  the  king 
rode  to  Calliell,  and  there  came  to  him  Donalde,  King  of  Limericke,  Avhich 
is  of  the  nation  of  the  O’Briens,  and  became  his  liege,  as  the  other  did. 
Then  came  to  him  Donalde,  King  of  Oflbrie,  Mac  Shaghlin,  King,  of  Ophaly, 
and  all  the  princes  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  and  became  his  liegemen  afore- 
faid, Then  Avent  the  faid  King  Henry  to  Dublin,  and  there  came  to  him 
O’Kirnill,  King  of  Uriell,  O’RoAvrke,  King  of  Meth,  and  Rothorick,  King 
of  all  Iriftimen  of  the  land,  and  of  Connaght,  Avith  all  the  princes,  and  men 
of  value  of  the  land,  and  became  liege  fubjedts  and  tributaries,  b}^  great 
oathes,  for -them,  their  kingdomes,  and  lordlhippes  to  the  faid  King  Henry, 
and  that  of  their  OAvne  good  Avills,  as  it  ftiould  feem,  for  that  the  chronicles  > 
make  no  mention  of  any  Avarre  or  chivalrie  done  by  the  faid  King*,  all  that 
time,  that  he  Avas  in  Ireland.  And  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  a thoufand 
a hundred  fourfeore  and  five,  he  gave  the  land  of  Ireland  to  his  youngeft 
fonne  John  by  name,  about  which  time  the  faid  John  came  in  perfon  into  ■ 
Ireland,  and  held  the  fame  land.  Another  title  is,  that  all  the  clergie  of 
this  realm  aftemhled  at  Armagh  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft,  upon  coming 
over  of  Engliflnnen  our  forefathers,  and  there  it  AA^as  decreed  and  deemed 
by  them,  that -through  the  fmne  of  the  people  of  the  land,  by  thefentence 

of 


APPENDIX. 


of  God,  the  mifchiefe  of  the  conqueft  then  befell.  Another  title  is,  that  the 
firft  comming  and  being  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  in  Ireland,  at  the  citie 
of  Dublin,  and  other  places  of  the  land,  there  came  unto  him,  with  their 
own  good  wills,  O’Neyl,  captain  of  the  Iriflimen  of  Ulfter,  O’Breene  of 
Thomond,  O'Connor  of  Connaght,  Arther  Mac  Morchie,  captain  of  Iritli- 
men  in  Leinfter,  and  all  captaines  of  Iriflimen  of  Ireland,  and  became  liege 
men  to  the  faid  King  Richard,  and  to  him  did  homage  and  fealty,  and  for 
the  more  greater  furetie  bound  tbemfelves  in  great  fummes  of  money,  by 
divers  inftruments,  in  cafe  they  did  not  truely  keepe  and  hold  theire  alle- 
giance in  the  forme  aforefaid ; and  therefore  fayeth  this  clerk,  that  from  the 
beginning  of  his  time,  which  was  about  three  hundred  and  fourfcore  years 
paft,  good  is  the  King  of  England’s  title  and  right  to  the  land  and  lordfliip 
of  Ireland,  and  wiflieth  him  for  fliame  to  hold  the  fame  as  a thing  of  great 
price,  in  defpite  of  them  that  would  fay  the  contrarie.  This  author,  in  a fliort 
collection  of  this  his  hiftorie,  faith,  that  one  Robert  Fitz  Stephen  was  the 
firft  man,  that  opened  the  way  of  Ireland  to  the  Earl  Stranguyle,  the  earl  to 
King  Henry,  the  king  to  his  fon  John,  and  that  greatly  hee  is  to  be  praifed, 
that  firft  fo  boldly  began  ; and  greater  worth}^  of  prayfe,  that  after  the  be- 
ginning fo  nobly  came  to  execute  the  thing  fo  well  began,  but  moft  of  all 
he  is  to  be  praifed,  that  fliall  end  the  fame:  which  prayfe,  by  God's  divine 
prefcience,  is  light  on  your  majeftie,  inwhoes  happie  days  this  four  hundred 
and  four  years  began  conqueft  is  now  ended,  and  brought  to  an  honourable 
pafle,  AV'ithout  any  great  effufion  of  blond,  but  by  a godly  conqueft,  in  Avin- 
ningof  the  people  and  the  land,  Avho  now  being  over  layed  by  the  mighti- 
nefs  of  your  poAver,  and  perfwaded  by  the  juft  and  gracious  dealing  of  your 
deputie  here,  are  fatigated  Avith  Avarre,  and  begin  to  cry,  firft  for  your 
mercy,  and  next  for  your  juftice,  to  remaine  as  a continual  ftickler  among 
them,  and  to  right  and  end  their  caufes  for  eATr.  Noav  leaving  thefe  hifto- 
rical  titles,  Avhich  be  witnefl’e  at  time,  and  the  meane  Avhereby  man  is  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  antiquities,  as  a firme  foundation  layed  for  your  ma- 
jefties  good  and  found  right  to  this  realm.  Are  Avill  corroborate  the  fame  Avith 
recent  matter  of  record,  verifying  your  majefties  title  in  gencralitie  to  the 
Avhole  realm  of  Ireland,  and  in  particularitie  to  the  dominion  and  territories 
of  Ulfter.  And  therefore  it  is  to  be  underftood,  that  King  Henry  the  Se- 
cond, the  firft  conquerour  of  this  realme,  fent  one  John  de  Corfie,  being  a 
jraliant  knight,  and  a borne  fubjefit  to  the  croAvne  of  England,  into  Ulfter 
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with  a power  of  men,  who  firft  won  the  citie  of  Downe,  and  after  that  con- 
quered all  Ulfter,  and  brought  the  people  of  the  fame  in  due  fubjedion  to 
the  crowne  of  England,  and  for  his  painefull  fervice  and  worthy  deeds,  did 
hold  and  polfefle  the  fayd  countrey  of  Ulfter  quietly  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land’s gift,  of  whofe  companions  in  armes,  there  remaineth  this  day  in  Ul- 
fter, as  a teftimonie  of  that  conqueft,  certaine  ftripes  of  Englifli  blond,  as  the 
Savages,  Gordans,  Fitz  Simons,  Chamberlins,  Benfons,  Ruffels,  Audeleyes, 
Whytes,  and  many  others,  as  proprietories  of  large  portions  of  land,  hardly 
and  valiantly  hitherto  kept  by  them,  although  with  great  peril  and  povertie  : 
which  John  de  Corfie  died  without  ifliie,  after  whofe  death  the  fame  coun- 
tries were  given  to  Hugh  de  Lacey,  and  to  his  heires,  who  died,  having 
iflue  a daughter,  which  daughter  was  married  to  one  Redmonde  de  Burgo, 
which  Burgo,  after  three  or  four  decentes,  had  iffue  a daughter,  was  efpoufed 
to  Leonell,  Duke  of  Clarence,  third  begotten  fon  of  your  moft  famous  pro- 
genitor King  Edward  the  Third,  who  likewife  quietly  held  the  fame  coun- 
trey of  Ulfter  during  his  life,  in  right  of  his  fayd  vdfe,  and  died,  having 
ifliie  Philippe,  his  only  daughter,  ’which  was  married  to  Edmonde  Mortimer, 
earle  of  March,  Avho  long  and  honourably  enjoyed  the  fame  country  ; which 
Edmond  Mortimer  had  iffue  Roger  Mortimer,  earle  of  IMarch,  Avhich  had 
iflue  Edmond  Mortimer,  Anne,  and  Ellynor,  which  Edmond  and  Ellynor 
died  Avithout  iflue  : and  the  faid  Anne  Avas  married  to  Richard,  •earl  of  Cam- 
bridge, fonne  unto  Edmond  Langley,  duke  of  York,  the  fifth  begotten 
foiine  of  the  faid  King  EdAvard  the  Third  ; Avhich  Richard  had  iffue  the  fa- 
mous prince  Richard  Plantagenet,  duke  of  York,  Avdiich  had  iffue  that  noble 
prince  King  Edward  the  Fourth,  father  to  the  virtuous  Queen  Elizabeth, 
your  majefties  grandmother,  united  in  matrimony  to  the  high  and  fage 
Prince  Henry  the  Seventh,  your  majefties  good  and^  gracious  grandfather ; 
during  all  Avhich  time  the  O’Neyles  Arere  of  no  eftimation,  nor  durft  bear  up 
head  in  Ulfter,  but  lived  as  vaflals  and  obedient  people  to  the  crowne  of 
England,  untill  civill  warres  began  in  the  realm  of  England,  betwixt  King 
Richard  the  Second,  and  Henry  of  Lancafter,  fonne  to  John  of  Gaunt,  by 
Avhich  difcord  the  foundation  of  this  common  Avealth  began  to  fliake ; for 
that  thofe  perfonages  of  honour  and  reputation  here  AvithdrcAv  them- 
felves  to  England,  to  be  occupied  as  they  Arere  affected  in  that  fa6tious  time  ; 
upon  Avhofe  departure  the  O’Neyles,  and  other  Iriflirie  heere,  fought  and 
took  opportunitie  to  Avithdraw  from  their  dutie  of  allegiance,  and  fo  to  doe 

4 c all 


18 


APPENDIX. 


all  that,  which  appertained  to  rebelious  and  undutifull  fnbjefts  to  doe,  and 
fo  difcontinued  uncontrolled,  untill  the  foure  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  raign 
of  your  inoft  famous  and  vi6lorious  father  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  at  Avhich 
time  O’Neyle,  O’Breene,  Mac  William  Bourk,  and  others,  the  greateft  and 
chiefeft  captaines  of  the  Iriflirie  of  this  realm,  repaired  into  England  to  his 
majeftie’s  royal  prefence,  and  there  with  all  humilitie,  free  confent,  and  good 
Avill  fubmitted  themfelves  unto  his  grace,  refigning  and  furrendering  up  unto 
his  highnefle  hands  their  captainfhips,  ftiles,  titles,  dignities,  fuperiorities, 
countries,  and  lands,  to  be  ordered  and  difpofed  at  his  grace’s  pleafure;  Avho, 
like  a mercifull  and  bounteous  prince,  accepting  the  fame,  returned  them 
home  againe,  with  Englilh  names  of  honour,  great  gifts  and  polfeffions,  to  be 
holden  in  fucceffion,  by  Englilh  tenure,  of  his  majeftie,  his  heires  and  fuccef- 
fours  for  ever.  And  farther  in  a parliament  holden  at  Dublin  within  this 
realm,  the  eight  and  twentieth  year  of  the  raigne  of  youre  faid  moft  fa- 
mous father,  it  Avas  enabled  by  an  a6l,  intituled.  The  Aft  of  Ab/encie: 

“ That  forafmuch  as  it  Avas  notorious  and  manifeft,  that  this  land  of  Ire- 
“ land,  beino’  heretofore  inhabited  and  in  due  obedience  to  the  faid  kins-’s 
“ moft  noble  progenitors,  Avho  in  thofe  days,  in  the  right  of  the  croAvne  of 
“ England,  had  great  poftefftons,  rents,  and  profites  Avithin  the  fame  land, 
“ hath  principally  groAven  into  mine,  rebellion,  and  decay,  by  occafton  that 
“ great  dominions,  lands,  and  pofleflions  Avithin  the  fame  land,  as  Avell  by 
“ the  king’s  graunts,  as  by  courfe  of  inheritance,  defcended  to  noblemen  of 
“ the  realm  of  England,  and  efpecially  the  lands  and  dominions  of  the 
“ earledomcs  in  Ulfter  and  Leinfter;  the  conqueft  and  Avinning  Avhei^of,  in 
“ the  beginning,  not  only  coft  the  king’s  faid  noble  progenitors,  and  their 
“ faithfull  fiibjefts  of  this  realm,  charges  ineftimable,  but  alfo  thofe,  to 
“ Avhom  the  faid  lands  Avas  gi’/en  then,  and  many  years  after  abiding  with- 
“ in  the  faid  land,  nobly  and  valiantly  defended  the  fame  againft  all  the 
“ king’s  enemies,  and  alfo  kept  the  fame  in  fuch  tranquillity  and  good  or- 
“ der,  as  the  king  of  England  had  due  obedience  of  the  inhabitance  there, 
“ the  laAVs  obeyed,  and  of  the  revenues  and  regalitie  were  duely  anfAvered; 
“ and  after  the  gift  or  difcent  of  the  faid  lands,  polfeflions,  and  dominions 
“ to  the  perfons  aforefaid,  they  and  their  heires  abfented  themfelves  out  of 
“ the  faid  land  of  Ireland,  denjorning  Avithin  the  realm  of  England,  not  pon- 
“ dering  ne  regarding  the  prefervation  thereof,  the  townes,  caftels,  and  gar- 
“ rifons  appertaining  unto  them,  fell  in  ruin  and  decay,  and  the  Englilli 
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‘‘  inhabitants  therein,  in  default  of  defence  and  juhice  and  by  compulfions  of 
“ thofe  of  the  Iridi,  were  exiled,  whereby  the  king’s  faid  progenitors  loft  as 
“ -well  their  faid  dominion  and  fubjedlion  tliere,  as  alfo  all  their  revenues  and 
“ profites,  and  their  faid  enemies,  by  redopting  or  retaining  the  faid  lands, 
“ dominions,  and  pofleflions,  were  elevated  into  great  pride,  power,  and 
“ ftrength  for  fupprefting  of  the  refidue  of  the  king’s  fubje<5l:s  of  this  land, 
“ which  they  daily,  ever  fince,  have  attempted,  whereby  they  from  time  to 
“ time  ufurped  and  encroached  upon  the  king’s  dominion,  which  hath  been 
“ the  principall  caufe  of  the  miferable  eftate  wherein  the  land  was  at  that 
“ prefent  time;”  and  thofe  lands  and  dominions,  by  negligence  and  default 
of  the  very  inheritors,  after  this  manner  loft,  may  bee  good  example  to  your 
majeftie,  intending  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  reformation  of  the  faid  land,  to 
forefee  and  prevent,  that  the  like  diall  not  infue  hereafter.  Therefore  the 
three  eftates  of  this  realm,  aflembled  in  the  prefent  parliament,  did  enacl, 
condicend,  and  agree,  “ That  your  majellies  faid  moft  famous  father  fliould 
“ have,  hold,  pofleffe,  and  injoy,  to  him,  his  heires  and  fucceftbrs,  for  ever, 
“ as  in  the  right  of  the  crown  of  England,  as  mtU  the  faid  earldomes  of 
“ Ulfter  and  Leinfter,  as  alfo  all  other  honours,  mannours,  lordlhips,  caftles, 
“ feignories,  and  other  hereditaments  whatever  to  the  faid  perfons  in  any 
“ Avife  belonging  or  appertayning,  within  this  your  majefties  realm  of  Ire- 
“ land.”  And  likewife  in  a parliament  holden  at  the  faid  citie  of  Dublin 
within  this  land,  in  the  three  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  raign  of  your  faid  moft 
vidtorious  father,  it  Avas  enacted  then  by  authoritie  of  the  faid  parliament, 
“ That  your  majefties  faid  moft  famous  father  fliould  bee  king  of  Ireland, 
“ and  that  his  highnetfe,  his  heires  and  fucceflburs,  as  kings  of  the  fame 
“ realm  tliould  have  ail  kingly  eftate,  preheminence,  dignitie,  and  fuperioritie 
“ OA^er  this  land  and  the  people  of  the  fame:”  all  Avhich  recent  and  ftrong 
titles  confidered  together  Avith  this  your  majefties  late  honourable  eviction  of 
the  faid  dominion  of  Ulfter  from  the  ufurpation  of  the  traytirous  intruder 
Shane  O’Neylc,  makcth  to  manifcft  proof  to  the  Avorld  of  your  cleere,  found 
and  unfpotted  titles,  both  to  the  Avhole  body  of  this  realm,  and  in  particu- 
laritie  to  that  part  and  member  of  Ulfter,  out  of  Avhich  hath  like  to  have 
growcn  the  infection  and  fub\’crfion  of  this  your  realm. 
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No.  VIII. 

Letter  from  Lord  Essex  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  dated  15  June,  isgg, 

{Page  77.) 

WHEN  this  fliall  come  to  your  majefty’s  liancls,  I know  not;  but  whenfo- 
ever  it  hath  that  honour,  give  it  leave  (I  humbly  befeech  your  majefty)  to  tell 
you,  that  now  having  pafled  through  the  provinces  of  Leinfter  and  IMunfter, 
and  been  upon  the  frontier  of  Connaught  (where  the  governour,  and  the 
chief  of  the  province  were  vdth  me)  I dare  begin  to  give  your  majefty  fome 
advertifement  of  the  ftate  of  this  kingdom,  not  as  before  by  hear-fay,  but  as 
I beheld  it  with  mine  own  eyes.  The  people  in  general  have  able  bodies  by 
nature,  and  have  gotten  by  cuftome  ready  ufe  of  arms,  and  by  their  late  fuc- 
cefles  boldnefs  to  fight  your  majefties  troups  : In  their  pride  they  value  no 
man  but  themfelv’es ; in  their  atfedtion  they  love  nothing  but  idlenefs,  and 
licentioufnefs  ; in  their  rebellion  they  have  no  other  end,  but  to  ftiake  off  the 
yoak  of  obedience  to  your  majefty,  and  to  rout  out  all  remembrance  of  the 
Englifli  nation  in  this  kingdom.  I fay,  I fay  this  of  the  people  in  general ; 
for  I find  not  only  a great  part  thus  aft'edted,  but  that  it  is  a general  quarrel 
of  the  Irifli;  and  they  who  do  not  profefs  it,  are  either  fo  few,  or  fo  falfe,  that 
there  is  no  account  to  be  made  of  them.  The  Irifli  nobility,  and  lords  of 
countries,  do  not  only  in  their  hearts  affedl  this  plaufible  quarrel,  and  are  di- 
vided from  us  in  religion,  but  have  an  efpecial  quarrel  againft  the  Englifli 
government,  becaufe  it  limiteth,  and  tieth  them  who  have  ever  been,  and  ever 
Avould  be  as  abfolute  tyrants  as  any  are  under  the  fun;  the  towns  (being  in- 
habited by  men  of  the  fame  religion  and  birth  as  the  reft)  are  fo  carried  away 
with  the  love  of  gain,  that  for  it,  they  will  furnifli  the  rebels  with  all  things 
that  may  arm  them,  or  inable  them  againft  the  ftate,  or  againft  themfelves. 
The  wealth  of  the  kingdom  (which  confilleth  in  cattel,  oatmeal,  and  other 
victuals)  is  allmoft  in  the  rebels  hands,  who  in  every  province,  till  my 
coming,  have  been  mailers  of  the  field.  The  expectation  of  thefe  rebels  is 
very  prefent,  and  very  confident,  that  Spain  will  either  fo  invade  your  ma- 
jefty, that  you  fliall  have  no  leifure  to  profecute  them  here,  or  fo  fuccour 
them,  that  they  will  get  moft  of  the  towns  into  theire  hands,  e’er  your  ma- 
jefty fhall  releive  and  reinforce  your  army,  fo  that  now  if  your  majefty  re- 
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folve  to  fubdue  thefe  rebels  by  force,  they  are  fo  many,  and  fo  framed  to  be 
foldiers,  that  the  war  will  certainly  be  great,  coftly,  and  long.  If  your  ma- 
jelly  will  feek  to  break  them  by  factions  amongft  themfelves,  they  are 
covetous  and  mercenary,  and  mull  be  purchafed,  and  their  jefuits  and  prac- 
tifmg  priefts  mull  be  hunted  out,  and  taken  from  them,  which  now  do  fodder 
fo  fall  and  fo  clofe  together:  if  your  majefty  will  have  a flrong  party  in  the 
Irifli  nohility,  and  make  ufe  of  them,  you  mull  hide  from  them  all  purpofe 
of  eftablifliing  Englilh  government,  till  the  ftrength  of  the  Irifli  be  fo  broken, 
that  they  fliall  fee  no  fafety  but  in  your  majeftie’s  protedlion  : if  your 
majefty  will  be  allured  of  the  polleffion  of  your  towns,  and  keep  them  from 
fupplying  the  wants  of  the  rebels,  you  muft  have  garrifons  brought  into 
them  able  to  command,  and  make  it  a capital  offence  for  any  merchant  in 
Ireland  to  trade  with  the  rebels,  or  buy  and  fell  any  arms  or  munition 
whatfoever;  for  your  good  fubjefts  may  have  for  their  money  out  of  your 
majeftie’s  ftore  that,  which  fliall  be  appointed  by  order,  and  may  ferve  for 
their  neceflary  defence,  whereas  if  once  they  be  tradable,  the  rebels  will 
give  fuch  extreme  and  exceffive  prices,  that  they  will  never  be  kept  from 
them : if  your  majefty  will  fecure  this  your  realm  from  the  danger  of  in- 
vafion,  as  foon  as  thofe,  which  diredt  and  manage  your  majefty ’s  intelli- 
gences give  notice  of  the  preparations,  and  readinefs  of  the  enemy,  you  muft 
be  as  well  armed,  and  provided  for  your  defence:  which  provifion  confifts  in 
having  forces  upon  the  coaft,  enrolled  and  trained,  in  having  magazines  of 
vi61uals  in  your  majeftie’s  weft  and  north-weft  parts,  ready  to  be  tranfported, 
and  in  having  fliips,  both  of  war  and  tranfportation,  which  may  carry  and 
waft  them  both  upon  the  firft  alarm  of  a decent;  the  enrolling  and  training 
of  your  fubjedts  is  no  charge  to  your  majeftie’s  own  coffers  : the  providing- 
magazines  will  never  be  any  lofs,  for  in  ufing  them  you  may  fave  a kingdom; 
and  if  you  ufe  them  not,  you  may  have  your  old  ftore  fold,  and  (if  it  be  well 
handled)  to  your  majeftie’s  profit.  The  arming  your  majeftie’s  fliips,  when 
you  hear  your  enemy’s  army  is  gone  to  fea,  is  agreeable  to  your  own  provi- 
dent and  princely  courfes,  and  to  the  policies  of  all  princes  and  ftates  of  the 
world.  But  to  return  to  Ireland  again : as  I have  fliewed  your  majefty  the 
dangers  and  difadvantages,  which  your  fervants  and  minifters  here  fhall  and 
do  meet  withall  in  this  great  work  of  reducing  this  kingdom,  fo  I will  now 
(as  well  as  I can)  reprefent  to  your  majefty  your  ftrengths  and  advantages. 

Firft. 
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Firft,  Thefe  rebels  are  neither  able  to  force  any  walled  town,  caftle,  or 
boufe  of  Prength,  nor  to  keep  any,  that  they  get,  fo  that  while  your  majefty 
keeps  your  army  and  vigour,  you  ure  undoubtedly  miftrefs  of  all  towns  and 
holds  whatfoever;  by  which  means,  (if  your  majefty  have  good  minitters)  all 
the  wealth  of  the  land  fliall  be  drawn  into  the  hands  of  your  fubjedts;  your 
foldiers  in  the  Avinter  fliall  be  with  cafe  lodged,  and  readily  fupplyed  of  any 
M’ants,  and  we  that  command  your  majefties  forces,  may  make  the  Avar  of- 
fenfive  and  defenfive,  may  fight  and  be  in  fafety  as  occafion  is  offered. 

Secondly,  Your  majefty 's  horfemen  are  fo  incomparably  better  than  the 
rebels,  and  their  foot  are  fo  unwilling  to  fight  in  battle,  or  grofs  (hoAvfoever 
they  be  defirous  to  fkirmifh  and  loofe  fight)  that  your  majefty  may  be  alhvays 
miftrefs  of  the  champion  countries,  which  are  the  heft  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Thirdly,  Your  majefty  vidtualling  your  arm}"  out  of  England,  and  Avith 
your  garrifons  burning  and  fpoiling  the  country  in  all  places,  fliall  ftai  A^e  the 
rebels  in  one  year,  becaufe  no  jilace  clfe  can  fupply  them. 

Fourthly,  Since  no  Avar  can  be  made  Avithout  munition,  and  munition  this 
rebel  cannot  liaA^e  but  from  Spain,  Scotland,  or  your  toAvns  here,  if  your  ma- 
jefty Avill  ftill  continue  your  fhips  and  pinnaces  upon  the  coaft,  and  be  pleafed 
fend  a printed  proclamation,  that  upon  pain  of  death,  no  merchant,  tOAvnf- 
man,  or  other  fubjetf,  do  traffick  with  the  rebel,  or  buy  or  fell  in  any  fort 
any  kind  of  munition  or  arms,  I doubt  not  but  in  fhort  time  I fhall  make 
them  bankrupt  of  their  OAvn  ftore,  and  I hope  our  feamen  Avill  keep  them 
from  any  ncAv. 

Fifthly,  Your  majefty  hath  a rich  ftore  of  gallant  colonels,  captains,  and 
gentlemen  of  quality,  Avhofe  example  and  execution  is  of  more  ufe,  than  all 
the  reft  of  your  troups;  Avhereas  the  beft  men  of  quality  among  the  rebels, 
Avho  are  their  leaders  and  their  horfemen,  dare  never  put  themfelves  to  any 
hazard,  but  fend  their  kerne,  and  their  hirelings  to  fight  with  your  majefty 's 
troups,  fo  that  although  their  common  foldiers  are  too  hard  for  our  ncAV 
men,  yet  are  they  not  able  to  ftand  before  fuch  gallant  men,  as  Avill  charge 
them. 

Sixthly,  Your  majefty’s  commanders  being  advifed  and  exercifed,  know 
all  advantages,  and  by  the  ftrength  of  their  order  Avill,  in  great  fights,  beat 
the  rebels;  for  they  neither  march,  nor  lodge,  nor  fight  in  order;  but  only 
by  the  benefit  of  footmanfiiip,  can  come  on,  and  go  off  at  their  pleafure, 
which  makes  them  attend  a Avhole  day,  ftill  fkirmilhing,  and  never  engaging 
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themfelves,  fo  that  it  hath  been  even  the  fault  and  weaknefs  of  your  majefty’s 
leaders,  whenfoever  you  have  received  any  blow,  for  the  rebels  do  but  watch 
and  attend  uj)on  all  grofs  overfights. 

Now  if  it  pleafe  your  majefty  to  compare  your  advantages  and  difad  van- 
tages together,  you  fliall  find,  that  though  thefe  rebels  are  more  in  number 
than  your  majefty 's  army,  and  have  (though  I do  unwillingly  confefs  it) 
better  bodies  and  perfe6ter  ufe  of  their  arms,  than  thofe  men,  which  your 
majefty  fends  over;  yet  your  majefty  commanding  the  walled  towns,  holds, 
and  champion  countries,  and  having  a brave  nobility,  and  gentry,  better 
difcipline  and  ftronger  order  than  they,  and  fuch  means  to  keep  from  them 
the  maintenance  of  their  life,  and  to  wafte  the  country,  which  ftiould  nourifh 
them,  your  majefty  may  promife  yourfelf,  that  this  nation  will  in  the  end  be 
fuccefsful,  though  coftly,  and  that  your  vi6tory  will  be  certain,  though  many 
of  honeft  fervants  muft  facrifice  ourfelves  in  the  quarrel,  and  that  this  king- 
dom will  be  reduced,  though  it  will  aflc  (befides  coft)  a great  deal  of  care, 
induftry,  and  time. 


No.  IX. 


ExtraB  from  the  Annals  of  the  Four  Majiers,  relative  to  fome  of  the  great 
Milefian  families,  xcho  attended  Parliament,  A.  D.  1585.  P.  80. 

IN  this  year,  a proclamation  has  been  publilhcd  by  the  government,  re- 
quiring of  the  chieftains  of  Ireland  to  aflemble  in  parliament  at  Dublin,  in 
the  month  of  May;  for  at  this  time,  moft  of  the  Irilh  were  fubmiftive  to  their 
prince.  They  accordingly  obeyed  the  aforefaid  order. 

In  this  aftembly  appeared  the  chiefs  of  Tirconall  and  Tirone:  particularly 
Torlogh,  Luinagh,  O’Neill,  and  Hugh  the  fon  of  Firdarach  O’Neill,  laft  Ba- 
ron of  Dungannon,  but  in  the  prefent  parliament  received  under  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Tirone,  O’Donall  (Hugh  the  fon  of  Magnus’)  Maguire,  chief  of  Fir- 
managh,  (Cuchonnadt  the  fon  of  Cuchonna6l)  O’Dogharty,  chief  of  Inifoen, 
(Shane  og  the  fon  of  Shane)  O’Boyle,  (Torlogh  fon  of  Neill)  O’Gallagher, 
John  the  fon  of  Tuathal. 

In  the  fame  parliament  appeared  the  chieftains  of  Orgial,  (Ros  the  fon  of 

Arthur 


*24 


APPENDIX. 


Arthur  Mac  Mahon,  O’Cahane  (Rory  the  fon  of  Magnus),  chieftain  of 
Oreacht,  Conn  O’Neile  (the  fon  of  Null  og),  chief  of  Clanna-boy,  Magen- 
nis,  chief  of  Hyveagh  (Hugh  the  fon  of  Donall  og),  O’Rorke,  chief  of  the 
weftern  Brelfny  (Brian  na  Murtha,  the  fon  of  Brian  Ballach),  O’Riley,  chief 
of  the  eaftern  Brcffny  (Shane  Roc,  the  fon  of  Hugh  Conallach),  together 
with  his  uncle  Edmond,  in  contention  Muth  each  other  about  the  right  of 
governing  their  country.  The  O’Farrals  of  Annally  appeared  alfo  in  this 
parliament,  namely,  O’Farral  Can  (William  fon  of  Donal),  and  O’Farrall 
boy  (Fachtna  fon  of  Brian)  ; the  Clan-lMury  chiefs  of  Conaught  prefented 
themfelvcs  alfo  in  that  affembly,  viz.  Hugh  O’Conor  (the  fon  of  Dermond 
O’Conordon),  Teig  og  O’Conor  Roe,  Donall  O’Conor  Sligoe.  Brian  Mac 
Dermott  appeared  alfo  as  reprefentative  for  May-lurg  (?'.  e.  the  plains  of 
Bayle),  as  the  chieftain  of  that  diftrict  Avas  difabled  by  his  great  age  to  ap- 
pear in  perfon,  O’Berne,  chief  of  Tirbrun  on  Shannon  (Carbrey  the  fon  of 
Teige),  O’Kelly  of  Hy-lManly  (Teige  fon  of  Wilham),  O’Madden  of  Siol 
Anmead  (Donall  fon  of  Shane.) 

There  appeared  in  that  parliament  alfo  the  Earl  of  Clanrickard  (the  fon 
Richard),  the  Hvo  fons  of  O’Shagnuffy  (John  and  Dermond.)  For  the 
country  of  Ler-Conaght  appeared  Murcha-na-dua  O’Flaherty.  From  Tho- 
mond  appeared  Donogh  (the  fon  of  Conor),  Earl  of  Thomond,  and  Sir  Tur- 
logh  O’Brien,  elected  a knight  of  parliament  for  the  county  of  Clare  ; alfo 
Turlogh  the  fon  of  Teige  O’Brien  and  Macnamara  (Shane),  as  reprefentative 
of  the  Aveftern  diftrict  of  Clan  culim,  and  Boethius  IMac  Egan  returned  one 
of  the  knights  of  parliament  for  the  county  of  Tipperary.  Ros  the  fon  of 
O’Lochlin,  of  Burren  ; the  fon  alfo  of  O’Brien,  of  Ara  (Murtagh,  the  bifliop 
of  Killaloe),  O’Carrol  of  Ely  (Calvagh),  Mac  Caghlin  (Shane),  the  fon  of 
Arthur,  O’Ducie  of  Coille  na  managh  (Philip  fon  of  Othus),  Mac  Brian 
O’Guanach  (Murtogh),  the  chieftain  of  Carigogonnel  (Brian  Duff  O’Brian), 
O’Mulrian  (Conor  na  meinge).  Chieftain  of  Uathney  O’jMulrian. 

In  the  fame  parliament  ajjpeared  a number  of  chiefs  from  South  Mury, 
IMac  Carthy  Mor  (Donall),  IMac  Carthy  Cairbreach  (Owen  fon  of  Donall)^ 
Avith  his  nepheAvs  by  tAVO  brothers,  Donall  and  Fingin. — Tavo  of  tlie  Mac 
Carthy  Chiefs  alfo,  Avho  Avere  in  contention  about  the  eftate  of  Alla. — O’Sul- 
livan of  Bera  (Oavcii  fon  of  Dermod),  O’Sullivan  Mor  (Owen  fon  of  Donall), 
O’Mahony  of  Fun  iararach  (Conor),  O’Drifcol  Mor  (Fingin),  Mac  Gilla 
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Patric  of  Offory  (Fingin),  Macgeochagan,  Chief  of  Kenel  Fiacha  (Conla), 
O’Mulloy  (Conall),  Chief  of  Fera-kall. 

Few  of  the  Cavenaghs,  O’Burns,  O’Tools,  O’Duns,  and  O’Dempfeys,  ap- 
peared.— Fiach  Mac  Hugh  O’Burn,  however,  took  his  feat,  as  a reprefen- 
tative  for  the  part  of  the  county  of  Wicklow  he  poffeffed,  i.  e.  the  glyn  ot 
hlalura. 


No.  X. 

{Page  81.) 

WHEREAS  the  Right  Honourable  Garret,  earl  of  Defmond,  hath  aifein- 
bled  us  his  kinfinen,  followers,  and  friends  and  fervants  about  him,  after  his 
coining  out  of  Dublin,  and  made  us  privy  to  fuch  articles  as  by  the  lord  de- 
puty and  council  was  delivered  unto  him  the  8th  of  July,  1579,  to  be  per- 
formed, as  alfo  his  anfwers  to  the  faid  articles,  which  faid  anfwers  we  find  fo 
reafonable,  as  we  with  one  accord  do  council  and  advife  the  faid  earl  not  to 
confent  nor  yield  to  any  more,  than  in  his  letter  is  already  granted  ; and 
further  the  faid  earl  declared  unto  us,  that  if  he  do  not  yield  prefently  to  the 
performance  of  the  fame  articles,  and  put  his  pledges  for  obfervation  thereof, 
that  then  the  lord  deputy  will  bend  his  force,  and  make  war  againfi;  him. 
We  the  perfons  underwritten  do  advife  and  counfel  the  faid  earl  to  defend 
himfelf  from  the  violence  of  the  faid  lord  deputy,  that  doth  afk  fo  unrea- 
fonable  a demand,  as  in  the  faid  articles  is  contained  ; and  for  to  defend  and 
ftick  to  this  our  advife  and  council,  we  renounce  God,  if  we  do  fpare  life, 
body,  lands,  and  goods,  but  will  be  aiding,  helping,  and  aflifting  the  faid 
earl,  to  maintain  and  defend  this  our  advice  againfi;  the  faid  lord  deputy,  or 
any  other,  that  will  covet  the  faid  earl’s  inheritance. 

In  witnefs  whereof  to  this  our  counfel  to  the  faid  earl,  we  have  hereunto 
*put  our  hands  the  18th  of  July,  1578. 

Garret  Defmond,  Thomas  Lixnaw,  John  Defmond,  John  Fitz  James, 
Rory  IMac  Shehey,  Morrogh  O’Bryan,  IMoriarta  IMac  Bryan  of  Lan- 
corthe.  Fa.  K.  E — Fa.  D.  K.B.  Theobald  Burk,  Daniel  O’Brian,  Richard 
Burk,  John  Brown,  Daniel  jVIac  Canna  of  Dumbrain,  James  Ruflel, 
Richard  Fitz  Edmund  Girald,  Ulick  IMac  Thomas  of  Ballincarrigy, 
Ulick  Burk,  John  Fitz  William  of  Karnederry,  TugO’Heyn  Chairely. 
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Letter  from  Desmond  to  Ormond. 

IMy  Lord, 

Great  is  my  grief,  M'hen  I think  how  heavily  her  majefty  is  bent  to  dis^ 
favour  me ; and,  howbeit  I carry  the  name  of  an  undutiful  fubje61;,  yet 
God  knoweth,  that  my  heart  and  mind  are  always  moft  loyally  inclined  to 
ferve  my  moft  loving  prince,  fo  it  may  pleafe  her  highnefs  to  remove  her 
difpleafure  from  me.  As  I may  not  condemn  myfelf  of  difloyalty  to  her  ma- 
jefty, fo  I cannot  excufe  my  faults,  but  muft  confefs  I have  incurred  her  ma- 
jefty’s  indignation ; yet  when  the  caufe  and  means,  which  were  found,  and 
devifed  to  make  me  commit  folly,  fliall  be  known  to  her  highnefs,  I reft  in 
affured  hope,  that  her  moft  gracious  majefty  will  think  of  me  as  my  heart 
deferveth,  as  alfo  thofe,  who  wrung  me  into  undutifulnefs.  From  my  heart, 
I am  forty  that  folly,  bad  counfels,  flights,  or  any  other  things,  have  made 
me  to  forget  my  duty  ; and  therefore  I am  moft  defirous  to  get  conference 
with  your  lordfhip,  to  the  end  I may  open  and  declare  to  you  how  tyran- 
noufly  I was  ufed  ; humbly  craving,  that  you  will  vouchfafe  to  appoint  fome 
time  and  place,  where  and  when  I may  attend  your  honour;  and  then  I 
doubt  not  to  make  it  appear,  how  dutiful  a mind  I carry  ; how  faithfully  I 
have,  at  my  own  charge,  ferved  her  majeft}^,  before  I was  proclaimed  ; how 
forrowful  I am  for  my  offences,  and  how  faithfully  I am  afte6fed  ever  here- 
after to  ferve  her  majefty  ; and  fo  I commit  your  lordfhip  to  God. 

(Subfcribed)  Giraed  Desmond. 


No.  XL 

Breve  of  Pope  Clement  VIII.  to  the  Irijh  Nation.  {Page  ^7.'} 

CLEMENS  Papa  VIIL  univerfis  et  fingulis  venerabilibus  fratribus  archi- 
cpifcopis,  epifcopis  et  prcelatis ; necnon  diledfis  filiis  principibus  comitibus, 
baronibus,  populis  regni  Iliberniee,  falutem  et  apoftolicam  benedidfionem. 

Cum  jam  diu  ficut  accepiinus,vos  Romanorum  pontificum  praedeceflbruni 
noftrorum,  ac  noftris  et  apoftolicee-fedis  cohortationibus  adducli,  ad  veftram 
libertatem  recuperandam,  eamque,  adverfus  haireticos,  tuendam  et  confer- 
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vandain,  bonjs  memorite  Jacobo  Giraklino  (qui  durum  fervitutis  jugum  vobis 
ab  Anglis  fandse  ecclefice  defertoribus  impofitum,  fummo  animi  ardore  de- 
pellere,  dum  vixit  pro  viribus  procuravit :)  deinde  Jobanni  Giraldino  ejuf- 
dem  Jacobi  Confobrino,  ct  noviffimfe  dile6lo  fifio  iiobili  viro  Hugoiii  principi 
6 Neillo  di6lo  Comiti  Tironeiifi,  Baroni  Dungeniianiae  et  capitaneo  generali 
exercitus  Catholici  in  Hibernia  conjun6lis  animis  ac  viribus  prefto  fueritis  ; 
ac  opem  et  auxilium  prjEftiteritis,  iplique  duces  et  eorum  milites  manu  Do- 
mini exercituum  illis  afliftente,  proceffu  temporis  plurima  egregia  facinora 
contra  hoftes  viriliter  pugnando  praeOiterint,  et  in  poBerum  prieftare  parati 
fmt,  nos,  ut  VOS  ac  dux  et  milites  predidli  alacrius  in  expeditionem  hanc 
contra  didos  hsereticos  opem  et  operam  in  pofterum  etiam  praeftare  fludeatis, 
fpiritualibus  gratiis  et  favoribus  vos  profequi  volentes  eorumdem  praedeceffo- 
rum  noftrorum  exemplo  addudi ; ac  de  omnipotentis  Dei  mifericordia,  ac 
Beatorum  Petri  et  Pauli  Apoftolorum  ejus  authoritate  confifi,  vobis  omnibus 
et  fingulis  qui  praedidum  Hugonem  Tironenfem  Ducem  ejufque  exercitum 
Catholicae  fidei  affertores  et  propugnatores  fequimini,  ac  illis  vos  adjunxeritis, 
aut  auxilio,  favore,  comeatibus,  armis,  aliifque  bellicis  rebus  feu  quacum- 
que  ratione  eis  in  hac  expeditione  operam  dederitis,  ipfique  Hugoni  Duci, 
ejufque  exercitus  militibus  univerfis  et  fingulis,  fi  vere  poenitentes'et  confeffi, 
ac  etiam,  fi  fieri  poterit,  facra  communione  refedi  fueritis  plenariam  omnium 
peccatorum  fuorum  veniam  et  remiffionem,  ac  eamdem  quse  proficifcentibus 
ad  bellum  contra  Turcas,  ad  recuperationem  Terras  Sandae  per  Romanos 
Pontifices  concedi  folita  et  mifericorditer  in  Domino  concedimus  non  ob- 
ftantibus,  &c. 

Datum  Romae  apud  Sandum  Petrum  fub  annulo  pifcatoris,  die  decimo 
fexto  Aprilis  1000.  Pontificatus  anno  nono. 
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No.  XII. 

(PageQ7-) 

From  the  MSS.  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  being  a brief  Declaration  to  tlw 
Queen,  concerning  the  Abufes  of  her  Government  in  Ireland,  particularly 
under  the  Adminifration  of  Sir  William  Fitz  Williams,  widtten  in  1594,  by 
Captain  Thomas  Lee. 

To  the  Queen’s  Moji  Excellent  Majesty. 

UNDERSTANDING,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  the  proud  and  infolenfe 
terms  the  lords  of  the  north  of  Ireland  do  now  Hand  upon,  it  maketh  me 
bold  to  fet  down  my  knowledge  of  thofe  parts  to  your  majefty,  becaufe  I have 
debated  often  with  the  chiefs  of  them, what  was  fit  they  Ihould  yield  unto  your 
majefty  ; and  that  it  was  unmeet  for  them  in  any  fort  to  condition  with  your 
highnefs  : in  the  end  (after  long  debating)  they  feemed  fomewhat  to  like  and 
allow  of  that  which  I demanded,  as  hereafter  fiiall  appear.  And  becaufe  your 
majefty  may  the  better  judge  the  caufes  of  their  difcontentments,  I have  here 
fet  down  the  unconfciable  courfes,  which  have  been  held  towards  them, 
which  being  remedied,  and  that  they  may  fee  your  majefty  doth  no  way  al- 
low of  the  fame,  there  is  no  doubt  (notwithftanding  all  their  proud  ftiews  of 
difloyalty)  but  that  they  may  be  brought  to  dutiful  obedience,  and  to  yield 
you  that  profit,  which  neither  your  majefty  now  hath,  nor  any  of  your  pro- 
genitors ever  had  ; fo  as  they  may  likewife  have  that,  which  they  demand, 
being  'nothing  unfit  for  your  majefty  to  grant.  In  which  difcourfe,  if  any 
thing  thould  feem  unpleafing  to  your  majefty,  I humbly  befeech  you  to  pafs 
it  over,  and  to  perufe  the  reft,  whereof  I doubt  not,  but  fomething  will  con- 
tent your  highnefs,  for  that  it  tendeth  to  your  highnefs’s  fervice  and  com- 
modity. 

My  meaning,  whereby  your  highnefs’s  profit  may  arife,  is  by  O’Donnel 
IVIaguire,  Bryan  Oge  O’Rourke,  and  Bryan  Oge  M‘Mahon. 

The  demands  I made  for  your  majefty  were  thefe,  that  they  ftiould  receive 
your  majefty’s  forces  into  their  countries,  and  your  laAvs  to  go  current,  as 
they  did  in  other  places,  and  fome  part  of  their  countries  to  be  referved  for 
your  majefty  to  difpofe  unto  them,  who  ftiould  govern  them  ; and  they  to 
charge  themfelvcs  with  that  proportion,  that  was  fit  for  them  to  bear. 
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To  thofe  demands  they  all  yielded ; fo  that  they  might  have  fuch  gentle- 
men chofen,  as  tliey  knew  would  ufe  no  treachery,  nor  hard  meafures  towards 
them,  but  to  live  upon  that  which  your  majefly  would  allow,  and  that  which 
they  AV'^ould  give  of  their  free  confents,  and  be  no  farther  charged,  and  they 
would  be  as  dutifull  as  any  other  country  in  Ireland  now  is.  And  how  this 
may  be  performed,  I have  made  bold,  with  your  majeftie’s  favourable  liking, 
here  to  fet  down  upon  my  knowledge,  both  how  your  majeftie’s  forces  may 
be  received  with  their  confent,  and  they  to  yield  great  profit  in  difcharge  of 
that,  which  your  majefty  allows  to  the  foldiers,  and  the  foldiers  to  be  well 
fatisfied. 

The  caufe  they  have  to  hand  upon  thofe  terms,  and  to  feek  for  better  af- 
furance  is,  the  harfli  pradtices  ufed  againft  others  by  thofe,  who  have  been 
placed  in  authority  to  prote6l  men  for  your  majeftie’s  fervice,  which  they  have 
greatly  abufed  and  ufed  in  this  fort. 

They  have  drawn  unto  them  by  proteftion  three  or  hour  hundred  of  thefe 
country  people,  under  colour  to  do  your  majeftie  fervice,  and  brought  them 
to  a place  of  meeting,  where  your  garrifon  foldiers  were  appointed  to  be,  who 
have  there  moftdiflionourably  put  them  all  to  the  fword  : and  this  hath  been 
by  the  confent  and  pra6lice  of  the  lord  deputy  for  the  time  being.  If  this 
be  a good  courfe  to  draw  thefe  favage  people  to  the  ftate,  to  do  your  majefty 
fervice,  and  not  rather  to  enforce  them  to  ftand  upon  their  guard,  I humbly 
leave  to  your  majefty. 

When  forae  one  who  hath  been  a bad  member  (pardoned  by  your  majefty) 
hath  heard  himfelf  exclaimed  upon  to  be  a notable  thief  after  his  pardon,  and 
hath  limply  come  in  without  any  bonds,  or  any  other  enforcement,  to  an 
open  feffion  to  take  his  trial,  by  your  majefty’s  laws,  if  any  could  accufe  him, 
notwithftanding  his  coming  in  after  this  manner,  and  without  any  trial  at 
the  time  (becaufe  he  was  a bad  man  in  times  paft),  there  hath  been  order 
given  in  that  feffion  for  the  execution  of  him,  and  fo  he  has  loft  his  life,  to 
the  great  dillionour  of  your  majefty,  and  difcredit  of  your  laws. 

Tliere  have  alfo  been  divers  others  pardoned  by  your  majefty,  who  have 
been  held  very  dangerous  men,  and  after  their  pardon  have  lived  very  duti- 
fully, and  done  your  majefty  great  fervice,  and  many  of  tliem  have  loft  their 
lives  therein  ; yet  upon  fmall  Ihggeftions  to  the  lord  deputy,  that  they  Ihould 
be  fpoilers  of  your  majefty’s  fubjedts,  notwithftanding  their  pardon,  there 
have  been  bonds  demanded  of  them  for  their  appearance  at  the  next  leffions. 

They 
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They  knowing  tliemfelves  guiltlefs,  have  inoft  willingly  entered  into  bonds, 
and  appeared,  and  there  (no  matter  being  found-  to  charge  them)  they  have 
been  arraigned  only  for  being  in  company  with  forne  of  your  highnefs’s  fer- 
vitors,  at  the  killing  ot  notorious  known  traitors,  and  for  that  only  have 
been  condemned  of  treafon,  and  loft  their  lives.  And  this  diflioneft  pradlice 
hath  been  by  the  confenf  of  your  deputies. 

Wdien  there  have  been  notable  traitors  in  arms  againft  your  majefty,  and 
fums  of  money  offered  for  their  heads,  yet  could  by  no  means  be  compafled, 
they  have  in  the  end  (of  their  own  accord)  made  means  for  their  pardon,  of- 
fering to  do  great  fervice,  which  they  have  accordingly  performed  to  the  con- 
tentment of  the  ftate,  and  thereupon  received  pardon,  and  have  put  in  fure- 
ties  for  their  good  behaviour,  and  to  be  anfwerable  at  all  times,  at  affizes  and 
leflions,  when  they  fliould  be  called;  yet  notwithftanding  there  have  been  fe- 
cret  commiflions  given  for  the  murdering  of  thefe  men.  They  have  often 
been  fet  upon  by  theflieriff  of  fliires,  to  whom  the  commiftions  vTre  diredted, 
in  fundry  of  which  aftaults  fome  of  them  luive  been  killed,  and  others  have 
hardly  efcaped.  And  after  all  this  they  havefimply  come,  without  pardon  or 
protedtion,  to  an  open  place  of  juftice,  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  your  majefty 's 
laws,  where  they  have  been  put  to  their  trial  ujjon  feveral  indidlments,  of  all 
which  they  have  been  acquitted,  and  fet  at  liberty.  If  this  be  a courfe  allow- 
able for  poor  men  to  be  handled  in  this-manner,  and  to  be  at  no  time  in  fafety 
of  their  lives,  I humbly  leave  to  your  majefty. 

When  many  notorious  offenders  have  fubmitted  themfelves  to  your  ma- 
jefty’s  mercy,  and  have  been  accepted,  and  had  their  pardons,  and  have  put 
in  good  affurances  to  be  at  all  times  anfwerable  to  your  laws,  the  chiefeft  rebel 
(whofe  followers  they  were)  has  been  countenanced  and  borne  out  by  your 
ftate,  to  rob  and  fpoil,  burn  and  kill  thefe  poor  men,  who  did  thus  fubmit 
themfelves.  When  they  have  very  pitifully  complained  againft  that  arch 
rebel,  and  his  complices  of  thefe  outrages,  they  have  been  fharply  rebuked 
and  reproved  for  their  fpeeches,  and  left  void  of  all  remedy  for  their  Ioffes  ; fo 
as  when  in  the  end  they  have  made  petition  to  have  licence  by  their  own 
means,  and  help  of  their  friends,  to  recover  their  goods  from  the  rebels,  they 
have  been  reje(5ted,  and  utterly  difeomforted,  yet  neverthelefs  remained  du- 
tiful fubjefts,  although  they  fee,  that  fuch  as  continue  notorious  malefa6fors, 
are  in  far  more  fafety  than  they,  who  depend  upon  your  majefty’s  defence. 

Tor  it  is  well  to  be  proved,  that  in  one  of  your  majefty’s  civil  fliires,  there 
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lived  an  Iridiman,  peaceably  and  quietly,  as  a good  fubje6l,  many  years  to- 
gether, whereby  he  grew  into  great  wealth,  which  his  landlord  thirlling 
after,  and  defirous  to  remove  him  from  his  land,  entered  into  pradlice  with 
the  Iherift’  of  the  tliire,  to  difpatch  this  fimple  man,  and  divide  his  goods  be- 
tween them.  They  fent  one  of  his  omi  fervants  for  him,  , and  he  coming 
with  his  fervant,  they  prefently  took  his  man,  who  was  their  meffenger,  and 
hanged  him,  and  keeping  the  mafter  prifoner,  went  immediately  to  his  dwell- 
ing, and  fliared  his  fuhftance  (which  was  of  great  value)  between  them, 
turning  his  wife  and  many  children  to  begging;  after  they  had  kept  him  fall 
for  a feafon  with  the  flieriff,  they  carried  him  to  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  where 
he  lay  by  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  terms,  and  having  no  matter  whatever 
objedted  againft  him,  whereupon  to  be  tried  by  law,  they  by  their  credit  and 
countenance,  being  bothEnglifh  gentlemen,  and  he  who  was  tlie  landlord,  the 
chiefeft  man  in  the  Ihire,  informed  the  lord  deputy  fo  hardly  of  him,  as  that 
without  indidlment  or  trial  they  executed  him,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  your 
nmjehy's  ftate  there,  and  impeachment  of  your  laws.  For  if  this  man  had  been 
fucli  an  offender  as  they  urged,  why  ^ras  he  not  tried  by  ordinary  courfe  of 
law  ? whereby  good  example  of  juflice  might  have  been  fliewed,  and  your 
highnefs  benefited  by  his  wealth,  Avhich  they  fhared  ? But  to  cut  him  off  by 
martial  lave,  who  was  a good  houfeholder,  inliabiting  a civil  country,  always 
liable  to  law,  and  laft  imprifoned  in  Dublin  (where  all  the  laws  of  that  land 
have  their  head),  was  in  my  conceit  rather  rigour  than  juflice  ; for  as  martial 
law  is  very  neceffary,  and  in  my  opinion  ought  to  be  granted  to  all  gover- 
nours  of  remote  and  favage  places,  where  your  majefty’s  laws  are  not  re- 
ceived, with  all  other  authority  and  power  feverely  and  fharply  to  cut  off  or 
punifh  offenders,  according  to  the  (juality  of  their  offence,  until  inch  time  as 
the  people  fliall  become  civil,  and  embrace  the  law  and  peaceable  living  (for 
till  then  they  are  not  to  be  governed  Avithout  the  like  mcafure  of  juftice)  fo  to 
ufe  the  fame,  where  the  people  are  civil  and  obedient  to  their  laws,  is  very  in- 
dire6l  juftice,  adminiflered  to  your  majefty’s  poor  fubjecls  there,  who,  if  they 
have  once  been  offenders,  live  they  never  fo  honeftly  afterwards,  if  they  grow 
to  any  wealth,  are  fure  by  one  indireft  means  or  other  to  be  cut  off. 

When  there  have  been  means  made  to  an  aged  gentleman  (never  traitor 
againft  your  majefty,  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  anceftors,  and  dwelling  in 
one  of  the  remoteft  parts  of  your  kingdom)  to  come  into  your  ftate,  and  that 
the  hard  courfes  ufed  to  others,  made  him  demand  fecurity  for  his  coming 
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in,  which  hath  been  fent  unto  him  by  great  oaths  and  proteftations  delivered 
by  the  meffenger,  whereof  he  hath  accepted,  and  thereupon  come  in;  yet, 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  promifed  fafeties,  this  aged  gentleman  hath  been 
detained  prifoner  for  fix  years,  and  fo  yet  remaineth.  And  his  imprifonment  is 
the  only  colour  to  fatisfy  your  majefty  for  a Avonderful  great  charge,  Avhich 
your  majefty  and  your  fubje6ts  were  then  put  unto  ; but  his  detaining,  con- 
trary to  promife,  hath  bred  great  fear  in  all  or  moft  of  his  fort  (in  thofe 
parts),  of  crediting  what  your  ftate  there  ftiall  promife. 

When  upon  the  death  of  a great  lord  of  a country,  there  hath  been  ano- 
ther nominated,  chofen,  and  created,  he  hath  been  entertained  with  fair 
fpeeches,  taken  down  into  his  country,  and  for  the  offences  of  other  men, 
indictments  have  been  framed  againft  him,  whereupon  he  hath  been  found 
guilty,  and  fo  loft  his  life ; which  hath  bred  fuch  terror  in  other  great  lords 
of  the  like  meafure,  as  maketh  them  ftand  upon  thofe  terms,  Avhich  they  now  do. 
'When  there  hath  been  a ftratagem  ufed  for  the  taking  into  your  majefty’s 
hands  a young  youth  (the  Earl  of  Tyrconnel),  the  heir  of  a great  country, 
by  whofe  taking  his  Avhole  country  Avould  have  been  held  in  obedience,  the 
practice  whereof  Avas  moft  good  and  commendable  ; yet  (after  the  obtaining 
of  him)  his  manner  of  ufage  Avas  moft  dillionourable  and  difcommendable, 
and  neither  alloAvable  before  God  nor  man.  My  reafons  are  thefe  : he  being- 
young,  and  being  taken  by  this  ftratagem,  having  never  offended,  Avas  impri- 
foned  AV'ith  great  feverity,  many  irons  laid  upon  him,  as  if  he  had  been  a notable 
traitor  and  malefadtor,  and  kept  ftill  among  thofe,  Avho  Avere  ever  notorious 
traitors  againft  your  majefty ; having  no  other  council,  or  advice,  or  com- 
pany but  their’s,  Avhat  good  could  come  to  this  young  man  for  his  education 
among  fuch,  I humbly  refer  to  your  highnefs. 

The  taking  of  him  as  aforefaid  AV'as  moft  commendable,  and  for  the  good  of 
that  country,  fo  he  had  been  brought  up  in  this  manner : prefently  to  haA^e  been 
fent  to  your  majefty  to  have  been  inftrudled  in  the  fear  of  God,  to  have  knoAvn 
his  duty  to  your  majefty,  and  to  have  been  furnifhed  Avith  all  neceffary  parts  for 
a gentleman;  and  as  your  maiefty  Ihould  have  found  his  difpofition,  fo  either 
to  hav^e  detained  him  here  or  fent  him  home  into  his  country,  Avhofe  good  ex- 
ample (by  his  virtuous  training  up)  might  haA-e  done  God  and  your  majefty 
much  good  fervice  in  thofe  parts.  I have  been  the  more  bold  to  difcover  to 
your  majefty  the  dillionourable  managing  of  your  fervice  there,  by  the  indire6i; 
cutting  off  of  fundry  your  majefty’s  poor  fubjecls,  becaufe  it  pleafed  your 
highnefs  ^(many  jxai's  fince)  to  impart  unto  me,  hoAV  much  you  abhorred  to 
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have  your  people  there  dealt  withal  by  any  pra6tice,  but  only  upright  jufUce, 
by  your  majefty’s  laws  and  forces,  which  being  otherwife  handled,  I defire  to 
make  known  to  your  majefty,  and  your  moft  honourable  council,  for  redrefs 
thereof. 

But  I fear,  that  they  who  have  well  liked  that  courfe,  and  have  been  prac- 
tifers  of  the  fame,  will  inform  your  majefty,  that  thofe  people  are  fo  bad,  as  it 
is  no  matter  of  confcience  to  cut  them  off  any  way  howfoever,  Avhich  is  (in 
my  opinion)  for  none  but  tyrants  and  beggarly  princes  to  imitate.  But  your 
majefty  being  of  fo  great  poArer  to  offend  the  mightieft  kings  of  the  world, 
and  to  revenge  yourfelf  upon  them,  may  Avith  much  honour  fupprefs  your 
own  vaffals,  by  your  highnefs’s  laAVS  and  forces,  AA'herein  you  are  at  charge  in 
thofe  parts  for  that  purpofe. 

Thefe  principal  inftruments,  as  the  lord  deputy,  and  they  Avho  have  been 
his  afliftants  in  thofe  dilhoneft  practices,  have  not  only  ufed  thefe  bad  means 
againft  thofe  poor  remote  and  favage  people,  but  have  done  all  their  endea- 
vours (fo  far  as  in  them  lay)  to  difcomfort  and  difcredit  your  majefty’s  heft 
ferAutors,  living  under  their  commands,  becaufe  they  mifliked  to  execute  fuch 
unjuft  pra6tices  and  devices,  and  to  alloAV"  of  their  covetous,  unconfcionable, 
and  difhonorable  gettings. 

I am  emboldened,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  to  declare  thus  much,  becaufe, 
not  only  my  poor  felf  (one  of  the  meaneft  in  that  place  of  fervice)  haA  C been 
partaker  of  it,  but  fome  of  your  majefty’s  chief  officers  alfo  haA’e  tafted  the 
indifcrcet  bitternefs  of  the  tA\’o  laft  lord  deputies,  as  namely  Sir  Robert  Gar- 
diner, in  his  place  of  juftice  a moft  Avorthy  man,  and  A'oid  of  all  manner  of 
corruption  ; and  Sir  Richard  Bingham,  in  his  place  of  government,  againft 
whom  (even  Avithin  liis  OAvn  jurifditfion)  traitors  have  been  fuborned  and 
countenanced  by  them;  and  the  like  in  nature,  though  not  in  quality,  hath 
been  done  againft  myfelf ; and  as-for  Sir  Richard,  there  AA^as  never  man  in 
his  place  hath  done  your  majefty  like  honourable  fervice,  without  increafe 
of  charge.  For  my  oAvn  part,  I leave  the  report  of  my  fervices  to  fuch  as 
knoAv  it,  and  have  feen  it;  yet  have  they  not  only  done  me  injuftice  there, 
but  have  alfo  ufe<l  their  beft  friends  and  credit  here,  to  obfcure  my  good  de-* 
ferts,  and  to  make  (as  far  as  in  them  lieth)  me  a man  to  be  hated  of  your 
majefty,  deprefling  me  with  all  their  might  and  authority  there,  and  crofling 
me  Avith  all  their  ability  and  malice  here,  not  becaufe  I have  flacked  or  not 
performed  your  majefty’s  fervice  at  any  time,  but  for  that  I iiav'^e  afore  time 

4 E and 


34 


APPENDIX. 


and  now,  difcovered  unto  your  Ingluiefs  their  difhonourable  dealings  and 
intolerable  corruptions. 

And  I defire  not  that  your  majelly  iliould  either  fimply  credit  me  this  my 
plain  detediing  them,  nor  them  in  excufmg  themfelves ; hut  if  it  pleafe 
your  highnefs  to  appoint  commiffioners  in  that  realm  for  the  trial,  if  I prove 
not  dire6tly  all  that  ever  I have  declared,  let  me  lofe  your  gracious  favour 
for  ever. 

A great  part  of  that  unquietnefs  of  O'Donnefs  country  came  hy  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fitz-Williams  his  placing  of  one  Willis  there  to  be  Hieriff',  vdio  had  with 
him  three  hundred  of  the  very  rafcals  and  fcum  of  that  kingdom,  which  did 
roh  and  fpoil  that  people,  ravitli  their  wives  and  daughters,  and  made  havock 
of  all ; which  bred  fuch  a difcontentment,  as  that  the  whole  country  was  up 
in  arms  againft  them,  fo  as  if  the  Earl  of  Tyrone  had  not  refcued  and 
delivered  him  and  them  out  of  the  country,  they  had  been  all  put  to  the 
fword. 

Concerning  Tyrone,  as  your  majefly  hath  bellowed  it  upon  the  ear],  fo  for 
the  better  furtherance  of  the  aforefaid  fervices,  it  may  pleafe  your  highnefs 
to  accept  of  liis  own  offers,  which  were,  that  all  Tyrone  might  be  but  one 
country;  which  granted,  he  would  (upon  his  own  charge)  build  a gaol  and 
a felfion  houfe,  and  receive  a flieriff  into  his  country,  whereby  your  laws 
might  be  obferved  there. 

And  where  the  earl’s  adverfaries  have,  in  times  pah,  incenfed  your  majelly 
againll  him,  for  the  hanging  and  cutting  olf  one  Hugh  Gavelock,  a notable 
traitor,  and  fon  to  Shane  O’Neale,  informing  your  majefty,  that  the  faid 
Hugh  was  your  majefty’s  fubjedl,  it  lliall  be  well  proved,  that  he  was  ever  a. 
traitor  againll  your  majelly,  a daily  pra6lifer  with  foreigners  (as  the  Scots 
and  others)  for  the  dillurbances  of  that  kingdom,  and  one,  who  fought  by  all 
means  to-  overthrow  the  earl,  who  by  martial  law  (which  he  then  had)  did 
cut  him  off  for  his  offences.  For  the  doing  whereof,  he  did  incur  your  high- 
nefs’s  difpleafure;  and  the  faid  martial  law,  which  kept  that  whole  country 
in  awe,  was  taken  from  him ; the  want  whereof  has  made  his  country  people 
grow  infolent  againll  him,  and  carelefs  of  obferving  any  humanity  or  duty, 
which  hath  bred  the  outrages  now  in  pra6tice,  fo  that  (in  my  poor  opinion) 
it  were  requifite  to  rellore  the  fame  authority  unto  him,  provided  it  Ihould 
not  extend  to  the  cutting  off  of  any,  but  fuch  malefa6lors,  as  lhall  he  of  his 
own  country,  his  tenants,  and  followers;  and  I dare  fay,  he  may  every  year 
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hang  500  falfe  knaves,  and  yet  referve  a great  flock  to  himfelf ; he  cannot 
•hang  amis  there,  fo  he  hangs  fomebocly. 

For  the  performances  of  the  fervices  in  thofe  aforefaid  countries,  it  is  not 
O’Donnel,  Maguire,  Brian  Oge  Mac  Mahon,  nor  Brian  Oge  O’Roirke,  nor 
any  of  thofe  four,  who  mufl  be  dealt  withal,  for  they  are  all  traitors  and  vil- 
lains, and  mofl  obflinate  againfl  yourmajefly;  but  the  foundation  mull  be 
laid  upon  the  Earl  of  Tyrone,  to  draw  him  by  any  reafonable  conditions  unto 
your  majefly,  that  you  may  have  conference  with  him,  and  as  he  is  made  by 
your  majefly  a great  man  there,  fo  may  he  be  alfo  a fpecial  good  member  in 
that  commonwealth,  to  redrefs  and  remedy  many  great  diforders,  which  no 
doubt  he  would  faithfully  do,  if  he  might  be  trufled ; for  what  maketh  a 
man  honefl  but  truft? 

And  whereas  fome  affirm,  that  he  flandeth  upon  a pardon  for  himfelf  and 
his  followers,  I think  not  fo  ; for  he  and  they  hold  themfelves  in  lefs  fafety 
thereby,  than  they  were  before,  becaufe  they  have  feen  pardons  ferve  (in 
their  conceit)  rather  for  traps  to  catch  others  in,  than  for  true  and  jufl  re- 
miffion  and  acceptance  into  the  free  benefit  of  fubjedls,  which  maketh  him 
fear  the  like  pra6lice  towards  himfelf. 

For  whom,  although  I have  undertaken  at  my  firfl  coming,  that  he  fhould 
have  performed  as  much  as  I then  delivered  on  his  behalf  to  your  majefty, 
how  I dare  engage  my  credit  fo  far  from  him,  becaufe  it  is  long  fmce  I faw 
him. 

But  if  it  pleafe  your  majefly  to  fend  me  unto  him,  with  encouragement 
and  protedtion  immediately  from  your  majefty,  that  he  fhall  come  to  your 
lord  deputy  there,  and  to  your  highnefs  here  in  fafety,  to  come  and  go  with- 
out impediment  or  flay  of  his  perfon,  I doubt  not  but  to  bring  him  and  his 
foil  (whom  I would  wifli  to  be  detained,  but  as  himfelf  fhall  like  of)  and 
whatfoever  he  undertaketh  to  the  lord  deputy,  coming  in  after  this  manner, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  his  performance;  I know  his  adverfaries,  who  never 
were  fuch  friends  as  they  might  have  been  to  the  common  weal  of  that 
kingdom,  will  be  earnefl  with  your  majefly  againfl  this,  and  that  it  is  a great 
diflionour  to  you  to  grant  it;  but  it  will  be  proved,  by  their  teflimony,  who 
live  there,  how  greatly  it  fliall  advance  your  majefty 's  fervice  in  this  dealing 
Avith  him,  ivho  hath  heretofore  ferved  faithfully  and  valiantly,  and  hath 
therefore  well  merited,  and  fliall  lave  the  lives  of  your  higJmefs’s  fubjcds, 
and  the  expcnce  of  much  of  your  treafurc. 
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They  who  will  be  againft  this,  have  thofe  many  years  luflered  notorious 
traitors,  namely,  Feagh  M‘Hugh,  and  the  baftard  Geraldines,  mightily  to 
dilhonour  your  majefty,  in  the  very  view  of  your  ftate;  and  with  that  bafe 
rebel  and  his  adherents  they  will  deal,  as  it  were  by  way  of  intreaty,  to  ac- 
cept of  prote6lions,  which  is  as  much  didionour  to  a prince  of  your  excel- 
lency and  greatnefs  as  may  be,  fo  to  condition  with  fuch  beggarly  obje^ls, 
as  have  neither  power  nor  wealth,  and  ye-t  are  noted  here  to  be  great  and 
dangerous  men  to  your  ftate  there. 

If  there  go  not  fome  fpeedy  contentment  to  the  earl,  to  ftay  all  this  ex- 
pefted  fury,  which  is  like  to  happen,  but  that  there  muft  be  prefent  wars 
made  upon  him  and  his  adherents,  your  majefty  ftiall  take  them  in  hand  at 
a very  unfit  time,  when  they  are  thoroughly  provided  to  do  great  mifchief, 
and  your  majefty  not  fo  provided  to  defend  your  poor  fubjefts  from  their 
hidden  force  and  fury. 

Your  majefty,  fmce  you  were  queen,  never  had  fo  great  caufe  to  bethink 
you  of  the  fervice  of  that  place,  as  now  you  have.  Your  highnefs  fliall  not 
get  fo  great  honour  in  cutting  off  him,  and  thoufands  of  thofe  bare  people 
that  follow  him,  as  you  fliall  to  win  him,  and  them  to  be  good  and  loyal 
fubje6ls,  and  to  live  and  ferve  your  highnefs  for  good  offices.  As  the  cafe 
now  ftandeth  with  the  earl,  he  hath  fmall  encouragements  to  be  otherwife 
than  he  now  is. 

For  where  it  was  your  majefty’s  pleafure  he  fliould  have  great  encourage- 
ment given  him,  by  thanks  for  his  laft  good  fervice  againft  Maguire,  it  was 
held  from  him,  and  inftead  of  that,  they  devifed  all  means  and  policies  to 
aggravate  matters  againft  him  to  your  majefty,  which  is  credibly  made 
known  unto  him  ; and  more,  that  upon  what  fecurity  foever  he  fliall  come  in, 
your  majefty’s  pleafure  is  to  have  him  detained.  How  he  hath  thefe  adver- 
tifements  from  hence,  I know  not;  but  your  majefty  is,  or  fliall  be  informed, 
that  he  and  his  lady  are  Papifts,  and  fofter  feminaries,  &c. 

True  it  is,  he  is  affedled  that  way,  but  lefs  hurtfully  and  dangeroufly  than 
fome  of  the  greateft  in  the  Englifli  Pale ; for  when  he  is  with  the  ftate,  he 
will  accompany  the  lord  deputy  to  the  church,  and  home  again,  and  will  ftay 
and  hear  fervice  and  fermon;  they,  as  foon  as  they  have  brought  the  lord 
deputy  to  the  church  door,  depart,  as  if  they  were  wild  cats,  and  are  obfti- 
nate;  but  he,  (in  my  confcience)  with  good  conference,  would  be  reformed; 
for  he  hath  only  one  little  cub  of  an  Englifli  prieft,  by  whom  he  is  fed  need, 
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for  want  of  his  friends  accefs  unto  him,  who  might  otherwife  uphold 
him. 

There  hath  been  an  old  dunfical  demand  in  taking  pledges  of  fuch,  aS  are 
held  dangerous  men  to  your  majefty’s  hate  there.  I make  bold  to  give  that 
term,  becaufe  there  is  no  one,  who  hath  known  your  fervice  of  Ireland  longeft, 
who  can  fet  down  and  prove,  that  ever  Irifliman  was  held  in  obedience  by  his 
pledge : if  any  can,  let  me  lofe  my  credit  for  ever.  I am  able  to  fet  down 
of  my  own  knowledge,  almoft  by  twenty  years  experience,  in  which  time  I 
have  feen  many  pledges  taken  for  the  Irilhry,  for  retaining  them  in  obedience, 
the  father  for  the  fon,  the  fon  for  the  father,  the  brother  for  the  brother,  and 
many  other  of  the  like  nature;  when  they  have  taken  their  times,  neverthe- 
lefs,  without  any  regard  of  pledge,  to  play  the  traitors  againft  your  majefty 
at  their  pleafure.  For  when  they  neither  fear  God,  nor  be  careful  of  their 
duty  towards  your  majefty,  nor  fear  your  force  to  reform  them,  your  majefty 
may  be  afliired,  it  is  not  their  pledges,  that  can  hold  them  in  obedience. 
Your  majefty,  therefore,  may  (in  my  opinion)  do  well  to  let  no  fuch  demand 
be  made  of  them,  but  when  they  ftiall  give  caufe  of  often ce,  let  them  be 
throughly  followed  Avith  your  forces,  and  plagued  in  fuch  fort,  as  may  make 
them  afraid  to  offend  you.  For  the  lefs  your  majefty  fhall  efteem  them,  the 
more  obedient  you  ftiall  have  them;  and  by  this  courfe  your  majefty  ftiall 
fave  a great  deal  of  charge  for  the  diet  of  fuch  as  they  put  in  for  pledge. 

And  when  there  Was  credible  report  made,  that  the  Earl  of  Tyrone  came 
in  to  the  lord  deputy,  Avdthout  pardon  or  prote6tion;  I afllire  myfelf,  your 
majefty  ftiall  find  he  came  in  upon  the  credit  of  your  ftate,  although  in  policy 
he  might  be  willed  to  give  out  otherwife,  and  no  doubt,  but  fuch  as  have  often 
miftaken  his  actions,  and  intents,  Avould  make  an  open  demand  of  him,  how? 
And  he  perhaps  anfwer  them,  without  prote6tion;  and  upon  this  his  anfwer 
they  might  be  very  importunate  with  the  lord  and  the  council,  that  he 
might  be  detained  for  great  matters  of  treafon,  wherewith  they  had  to  charge 
him,  which  demand  of  theirs  being  refufed,  it  is  not  unlike  but  they  would 
either  write  to  your  majefty,  or  to  their  friends  here,  to  inform  your  majefty 
how  provident  they  Avere  to  have  him  fafe  kept,  and  yet  their  cares  and  offers 
v^ere  negledted. 

Let  thofe  devices  of  theirs  take  effect,  or  othei  Avife,  to  have  him  cut  oft) 
your  inajefty’s  Avhole  kingdom  there  Avould  moan  it  moft  pitifully,  for  there 
Avas  never  man  bred  in  thofe  parts,  Avho  hath  done  your  majefty  greater  fer- 
vice than  he,  Avith  often  lofs  of  his  blood  upon  notable  enemies  of  your 
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majefty’s;  yea,  more  often  than  all  the  other  nobles  of  Irdand.  And  what 
quietnefs  your  majefty  had  thefe  many  years  paft  in  the  northern  parts  of 
that  kingdom,  its  neither  your  forces  there  placed,  (which  have  been  hut 
fmall)  nor  their  great  fervice,  who  commanded  them,  but  only  the  honeft 
difpofition  and  carriage  of  the  earl  hath  made  them  obedient  in  thofe  parts 
to  your  majefty.  And  what  pity  it  is,  that  a man  of  his  worth  and  worthinefs 
ftiall  be  thus  dealt  Avithal  by  his  adverfaries,  (who  are  men  who  have  had 
great  places  of  command)  and  neither  they,  nor  their  friends  for  them,  are 
able  to  fet  down,  they  ever  did  your  majefty*  one  good  day’s  fervice,  I. humbly 
leave  to  your  majefty. 

If  he  were  fo  bad,  as  they  would  fain  enforce,  (as  many  as  know  him  and 
the  ftrength  of  his  country,  will  witnefs  thus  much  with  me)  he  might  very 
eafily  cut  off  many  of  your  majefty ’s  forces,  which  are  .laid  in  garrifons  in 
fmall  troops,  in  divers  parts  bordering  upon  this  country;  yea,  and  over-run 
all  your  Engiifli  Pale,  'to  the  utter  ruin  thereof;  yea,  and  camp  as  long  as 
ftiOLikl  pleafe  him,  even  under  the  walls  of  Dublin,  for  any  ftrength  your 
majefty  yet  hath  in  that  kingdom  to  remove.him. 

Thefe  things  being  conftdered,  and  how  unwilling  die  is  (upon  my  know- 
ledge) to  be  otherwife  tOAvards  your  majefty  .than  he  ought,  let  him  (if  it 
pleafe  your  highnefs)  be  Jomewlmt  hearkened  unto,  and  recovered  (if  it  may 
be)  to  come  in  unto  your  majefty  to  impart  his  own  griefs,  Avhich  no  doubt 
he  Avill  do,  if  he  will  like  his  fecurity.  And  then,  I am  perfuaded,  he  will 
fimply  acknowledge  to  your  majefty,  how  far  he  hath  offended  you;  and 
befides  (notAvithftanding  his  protedlion)  he  Avill,  if  it  fo  ftand  Avith  your 
majefty ’s  pleafure,  offer  himfelf  to  the  marftial  (avIio  hath  been  the  chiefeft 
inftrument  againft  him)  to  prove  with  his  fword,  that  he  hath  moft  Avrong- 
fully  accufed  him.  And  becaufe  it  is  no  conqueft  for  him  to  overthroAV 
a man  .ever  held  in  the  Avorld  to  be  of  moft  coAvardly  behaviour,  he  Avill, 
in  defence  of  his  innocency,  alloA\^  his  adA-erfary. to  come  armed  againft  him 
naked,  to  encourage  him  rather  to  accept  of  his  challenge. 

I am  bold  to  fay  thus  much  for  the  earl,  becaufe  I knoAV'  his  -valour,  and 
am  perfuaded  he  Avill  perform  it;  and  Avhat  I have  fpoken  of  him,  over  and 
above  this,  thefe  reafons  have  led  me  to  it. 

'Being  often  his'bedfelloAV,  he  hath  divers  times  bemoaned  himfelf,  -Avith 
tears  in  his  eyes,  faying,  if  he  knew  any  Avay  in  the  Avorld  to  behave  .himfelf 
.(othei'Avife  than  he  hath  done)  to  procure  your  majefty ’s  allured  good  opinion 

• of 


APPENDIX. 


39 


of  him,  he  would  not  fpare  (if  it  pleafed  you  to  command  him)  to  offer 
himfelf  to  ferve  your  highnefs  in  any  part  of  the  world  againft  your  enemies, 
though  he  were  fure  to  lofe  his  life. 

And  as  he  hath  in  private  thus  bemoaned  himfelf  unto  me,  fo  are  there  ma- 
ny eye  witneffes  here  in  your  highnefs’s  court,  who  have  feen  him  do  no  lefs 
openly;  which  tears  have  neither  proceeded  from  diffimulation,  nor  of  child- 
illi  difpofition,  (for  all  who  know  him  will  acquit  him  thereof)  but  of  mere 
zeal  unto  your  highnefs,  and  grief  and  fear  to  lofe  your  favour,  whom  he 
dehreth  with  life,  and  all  he  hath,  moft  dutifully  and  loyally  to  ferve. 

Whereas  I have  taken  upon  me  to  nominate  gentlemen  as  fitted;  to  be 
employed  in  the  above-mentioned  fervices  in  thofe  remote  places,  I kno\v 
there  will  be  great  exceptions  againft  them,  becaufe  they  are  thought  to  be 
too  near  friends  to  tlie  earl.  But  I will  proven  that  none  can  ever  do  your 
inajefty  fuch  good  fervice  there,  as  they  who  have  been  always  trained  up  in 
thofe  parts  in  fervice,  and  are  heft  acquainted  with  the  earl  and  the  other 
lords  of  the  countries.  And  I am  of  opinion,  if  it  were  demanded  of  the 
earl  and  the  reft,  they  had  rather  have  ftrangers  placed  in  thofe  parts,  than 
thofe  gentlemen  of  their  acquaintance;  becaufe  thefe,  in  any  outrages  in 
thefe  countries^  dare  truft  the  earl  with  themfelves  and  their  fmall  troops,  to 
be  aided  by  him,  whereof  they  Ihould  not  fail;  when  ftrangers  would  be  loth  . 
and  fear  fo  to  do;  for  their  truft  will  procure  the  earl  and  his  followers, 
to  undertake  and  perform  with  them,  whatfoever  they  fliall  require  for  your- 
niajefty’s  fervice. 

And  what  is  it  to  your  majefty,  to  lay  upon  the  earl  the  truft  and  credit  of 
fettlii>g  your  majefty’s  forces  in  thofe  parts,  and  to  give  him  your  majefty’s  ■ 
free  prote6lion  to  come  in,  without  fear,  from  time  to  time,  to  anfwer  to  any 
thing  that  fiiall  be  objected  againft  him,  and  to  retire  home  again?  And  ifdt 
fliali  at  any  time  happen,  that>he  ftiall  fo  offend,  as  to  deferve  punifimient, 
then  your  majefty  is  to  prepare  your  princely  forces,  and  make  royal  war 
upon  him,  letting  him  ftiarply  tafte  what  it  is  to  offend  fo  gracious  and- great 
a prince. 

And  likewife  the  reft  of  the  lords  of  thofe  countries,  are  (upon  the  receiving 
'in  of  your  majefty’s  garrifons,  and  paying  the  duties  and  compofitions  before  ’ 
fpecified)  to  have  the  like  meafure  offered  them. 

I am  the  bolder,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  to  fet  down  this  my  opinion  for 
managing  thofe  remote  places,  and  preventing  thefe  prefent  expeded  trou- 
bles . 
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bles;  becaufe  I have  been  an  eye  witnefs  of  a needlefs  and  chargeable 
war  held  againft  one  of  the  lords  of  the  north,  namely,  Surleboy,  a Scot, 
which  war  ended  not  by  your  majefty’s  forces,  but  by  the  lofs  of  that  rebel’s 
chief  inftrument,  his  foil  Alexander ; yet  were  the  faid  traitors  intreated  to 
accept  of  their  pardon,  and  had  more  beftowed  upon  them  for  playing  the 
traitors,  than  they  demanded  before.  And  my  fear  is  (if  this  expefted  fury 
fliall  follow  to  be  wars)  it  will  fall  out  to  the  like  or  a worfe  iffue;  for  he,  who 
doth  now  oppofehimfelf  againft  the  earl,  was  the  chief  commander  then,  and 
did  moft  dilhonourably  perform  it,  as  lliall  be  apparently  proved,  when  it 
lliall  pleafe  your  majefty  to  appoint. 

I have  heard,  many  think  much,  that  the  carl  performed  not  his  promife 
with  the  new  lord  deputy,  but  they  httle  confider  what  flender  encourage- 
ment he  had  given  him  at  his  coming  in  to  do  it.  If  he  found,  as  like  he  did, 
in  what  great  peril  he  was  to  be  detained,  as,  notwithftanding  the  affurance 
whereupon  he  came  in,  if  his  adverfaries’  credit  would  have  place,  he  had  been 
reftrained.  There  was  no  likelihood  of  his  performance  of  any  thing  he 
then  undertook,  becaufe  he  fair  himfelf  in  fo  great  peril;  neither  is  it  like, 
he  will  hereafter  hazard  the  like.  But,  if  his  promife  be  expedted  to  be  pe- 
formed,  then,  I think,  he  defireth  good  affurance,  firft,  of  his  own  fafety, 
whereupon  there  may  be  hope  he  will  effedl  all  promifes,  good  offices,  and 
fervices,  for  the  good  of  that  poor  kingdom,  and  till  then  there  is  nothing 
to  be  expected  from  him  but  doubt,  and  preparation  to  defend  himfelf,  and 
offend  greatly. 

When  your  majefty’s  garrifon-foldiers  were  firft  planted  in  the  county  of 
Monaghan,  there  was  great  fervice  offered  to  Sir  William  Fitzwilliam  by 
Sir  Henry  Duke,  for  his  fitting  down  at  the  Abhy  of  Cloonis  (whereof  he  is 
farmer)  with  his  own  company  of  light  foot,  and  fifty  of  your  highnefs’ 
garrifon-foldiers,  and  to  have  difeharged  your  majefty’s  of  all  manner  of 
vidtualling  charge,  only  to  have  been  monthly  fully  paid  their  entertainment; 
and  at  that  time  there  were  at  the  fame  abhy  good  and  defenfible  buildings 
to  fuccour  your  majefty’s  garrifon,  which  are  defaced  and  pulled  down  by 
the  traitors,  for  fear  they  Ihould  ferve  for  that  purpofe.  If  this  offer  had  been 
accepted,  it  had  greatly  furthered  your  majefty’s  fervice  now,  and  peradven- 
ture  had  prevented,  or  at  leaft  hindered  the  troubles  now  expected,  becaufe 
it  is  fo  near  upon  Maguire’s  country,  ^ and  the  ftay  of  his  pallage  to  the 
Englifli  Pale. 
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Notwithftanding  it  much  imported,  that  this  fervice  fliould  have  been 
hearkened  unto,  yet  Sir  William  Fitzwilliam’s  malice  at  that  time  was  fo 
extreme  againft  Sir  Henry  Duke,  who  no  doubt  would  have  performed  it 
as  effectually,  as  he  offered  it,  he  utterly  rejected  it;  even  as  he  did  the  like 
and  many  greater  ferv ices,  offered  by  other  your  majefty’s  good  fervitors  there. 

His  greedy  defire  at  that  time  in  refpeCt  of  his  own  gain,  made  him  carelefs 
of  thefe  offers,  and  of  thofe  good  fervitors,  who  would  freely  offer  themfelves; 
he  elteemed  belt  of  the  bafer  fort,  as  of  one  Willis,  and  fuch  as  he  was,  whom  he 
made  captains  and  officers  in  the  Iriffi  countries,  who  with  their  great  troops 
of  bafe  rafcals  behaved  themfelves  fo  diforderly,  as  made  the  whole  country  to 
rife  in  an  uproar  and  to  drive  them  out,  which  advantage  given  by  thofe  bad 
f and  lewd  fellows  to  the  ill-difpofed  Irilhry,  hath  emboldened  them  ever  fmce 
to  ftand  in  no  fear  or  fubjeClion  of  your  highnefs’  ftate,  or  forces  there. 
Thefe,  and  many  the  like  fervices,  as  bad,  or  worfe,  did  Sir  William  Fitzwilliam 
whilft  he  had  authority  in  that  place. 

Although  many  needlefs  journies  were  made  by  Sir  William  Fitzwilliam, 
which  were  both  chargeable  to  your  majefty,  and  troublefoine  to  your  poor 
fubjeCls,  yet  was  there  one  into  the  province  of  Conaught,  which  was  very 
neceffary,  and  grounded  upon  probable  reafon,  determined  for  the  cutting  off 
and  utter  banilhing  of  the  traitor  O’Roirke,  and  all  his  confederates;  which 
fervice  could  not  be  performed  without  the  affffiance  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrone, 
who  was  fent  unto  before  the  journey  was  undertaken.  The  meffenger  was 
one  belonging  to  your  highnefs’  council  there,  a friend  of  Sir  William  Fitz- 
willianfs,  and  one  well-affeCted  by  the  earl,  who  declared  to  him  the  caufe 
of  his  coming  down,  to  be  for  preparation  againft  O’Roirke,  and  what  the 
lord  deputy’s  demand  was,  that  the  earl  Ihould  perform  therein.  The  earl 
moft  honourably  (as  he  had  often  times  before)  undertook  to  perform  as 
much  as  the  lord  deputy  then  required,  returning  the  faid  meffenger  very  well 
fatisfied ; for  he  fent  the  lord  deputy  word,  he  would  be  ready  to  attend  the 
fervice  with  one  thoufand  men  at  the  place  appointed,  and  more  he  would 
have  brought,  if  he  had  more  time,  or  fooner  warning.  The  place  to  him 
affigned  was  on  the  border  of  Tyrconnel,  onfthat  fide  of  Laugherne  towards 
Conaught,  there  to  ftop  the  paffage,  that  O’Roirke  with  his  companies  and 
creatures  fliould  not  that  way  cfcape  into  thofe  parts,  which  he  well  liked  of 
and  promifed  fo  to  do,  adding  further,  (if  itpleafed  the  lord  deputy  to  com- 
mand him)  he  would  break  a ferry  with  his  forces  into  O’Roirke’s  country, 
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and  either  drive  him  out,  or  deprive  him  of  life,  and  prey  his  whole  country, 
and  do  great  fervice  upon  all  O’Roirke’s  adherents.  This  anfwer  of  the  earl’s 
feemed  to  fatisfy  the  lord  deputy  very  well,  who  prepared  your  majefty’s- 
forces  forthwith,  and  fent  word  to  the  earl  to  be  in  readinefs  upon  fix  days 
warning. 

The  lord  deputy  took  with  him  all  your  highnefs’  garrifon,  the  raifing  out 
of  the  Pale  as  many  as  he  thought  fit,  and  went  onward  his  journey,  giving 
out,  (becaufe  the  rebels  Ihould  not  fufpe6l)  that  it  was  only  to  fee  feffions 
and  alTizes  duly  kept  in  Conaught,  and  fat  in  divers  places  accordingly, 
infomuch  as  at  length  he  came  to  Sligo,  which  joins  upon  O’Roirke’s  coun- 
try, where  he  abode  four  or  five  days,  with  all  his  forces,  being  fufficient  to 
execute  upon  O’Roirke,  and  the  other  traitors,  as  much  as  he  had  before 
determined;  the  earl  all  this  while  expedling  when  he  Ihould  be  called  to 
that  pretended  fervice,  kept  all  his  forces  ready  together  for  that  purpofe, 
which  w’as  no  fmall  charge  for  him.  But  as  it  fell  out  afterwards.  Sir  Wil/- 
liam  (as  it  feemed)  had  no  fuch  intention;  for  upon  a fudden  he  departed 
from  Sligo,  journeying  quite  crofs  the  whole  province  of  Limerick,  leaving 
O’Roirke’s  country  at  his  back,  doing  no  fervice,  but  charging  the  poor 
country  (w'hereof  as  then  it  had  little  need)  impofing  the  performance  of 
all  this  expe6fed  flratagem  of  Sir  Richard  Bingham,  with  fome  of  the  garrifon 
to  affifl  him,  who  mofi;  honourably  and  painfully  profecuted  the  faid  proud 
traitor  upon  his  feet,  to  the  great  endangering  of  his  life  by  the  difeafe  of 
that  country,  which  caught  him  in  the  purfuit  of  that  traitor,  wdiom  he  then 
drove  out  of  his  country,  by  which  means  he  was  afterwards  fent  to  have 
his  deferts  here  in  England.  Which  exploit  (if  it  had  been  performed  as 
it  w^as  plotted  by  Sir  William  Fitzwilliam)  O'Roirke  had  periflied  there,  and 
all  thofe  traitors  which  are  now  affiftants  to  his  fon,  had  then  been  cut  off. 

It  may  pleafe  your  majefty  likewife  to  be  advertifed,  that  divers  perfons 
have  been,  for  their  offences,  pardoned  by  your  majefty,  and  thereby  em- 
boldened to  frequent  all  places  without  fear,  having  been  apprehended  and 
committed  ftraitway  to  prifon,  without  any  caufe  given  (fmce  their  pardon- 
ing) whereoflaw  might  take  hold,  they  have  offered  very  fufficient  bail,  which 
hath  been  refufed,  and  they  detained,  becaufe  they  in  times  pad,  were  bad, 
(for  which  they  were  pardoned)  or  for  fear  they  ffiould  be  bad  in  time  to 
come.  And  being  thus  kept  feverely  in  prifon  many  years,  they  have  at 
length  made  friends  there,  and  by  great  fums  of  money  here,  purchafed  their 
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pardon  from  thence,  whereby  they  have  been  enlarged.  Now,  when  they 
obtain  their  liberty  by  thefe  money  means,  and  not  by  the  juftice,  which 
your  majefty’s  laws  allow  them,  they  think  themfelves  very  hardly  ufed : and 
others  thereby  become  doubtful  and  afraid  to  trull  to  their  pardons;  fup- 
pofing,  if  they  want  fuch  friends  and  fuch  means,  they  lliall  be  either  indif- 
criminately  cut  olf,  or  elfe  for  ever  kept  in  prifon  upon  fuggeftion  or  furmize. 
But  if  they  might  perceive,  that  it  is  not  your  majelly’s  pleafure  to  have  them 
thus  handled,  and  that  none  lliould  lie  in  prifon  without  receiving  trial  by 
your  highnefs’s  laws,  if  their  caufe  lb  required,  or  elfe  upon  good  fureties  to 
go  at  liberty,  by  either  of  which  means  they  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of  your 
gracious  laws,  even  as  your  good  fubjedls,  which  never  offended,  no  doubt 
it  would  free  them  from  great  fear  and  fufpicion  and  make  them  more  duti- 
ful than  ever  they  were. 

There  is  one  prifoner  in  the  caftle  of  Dublin;  an  aged  and  impotent  gen- 
tleman, of  whom  (if  it  be  to  your  highneffes  good  pleafure)  I defire  your 
majelly  fliall  take  notice,  his  name  is  Sir  Owen  Mac  Toole:  one  who  was 
never  a traytor  againft  your  majelly,  nor  never  in  any  traiterous  action  : but 
lb  good  a fubje6l  and  fo  faithful  a fervitor  as  (for  his  deferts)  he  had  a penlion 
from  your  majelly,  whereof  Sir  John  Perrot  bereft  him.  This  gentleman  w’as 
fent  for  by  promife  and  affurance  from  the  llate,  that  he  fliould  not  be 
abridged  of  his  liberty ; contrary  whereunto  he  was  committed  unto  prifon, 
'where  he  hath  remained  thefe  eight  years,  for  whofe  enlargement  all  bail 
hath  been  refufed.  Yet  is  the  gentleman  of  fo  great  years,  as  he  is  not  able 
go,  and  fcarcely  able  to  ride : for  which  refpe6ls  and  for  the  ftate's  promife, 
(methinks)  he  ought  to  find  favour,  moreover  he  is  pledge  for  no  man : if 
he  were,  pledges  profit  nothing,  as  before  I have  rehearfed.  He  is  father  in 
law  to  the  Earl  ofTyione:  and  if  the  earl  recovers  your  majelly’s  favour, 
how  highly  your  majelly  lliall  honour  yourfelf  by  beftowing  this  old  gentle- 
man's liberty  upon  the  earl,  and  how  much  your  majelly  lliall  provoke  the 
earl  to  acknoAvledge  your  highneffes  favour  therein,  your  majelly  may  eafily 
judge,  and  they  who  know  the  ftatc  of  that  kingdom  can  inform.  But  if 
the  earl  be  not  fo  hapjiy  to  obtain  fuch  grace  at  your  majefty’s  hands,  yet  it 
may  pleafe  your  majcfty  gracioully  to  regard  the  jioor  aged  gentleman,  that 
upon  good  fureties  he  may  have  his  liberty,  for  which  I know  there  would  be 
five  hundred  pounds  given:  though  he  can  by  no  means  fteed  them  in  any 
bad  practice  againft  your  majefty's  ftate  there,  neither  in  body  nor  council, 
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neither  can  his  iinprifonment  hay  any  of  his  friends  from  doing  evil,  if  they 
be  badly  difpofed  : if  therefore  your  highnefs  Avill  be  pleafed  to  releafe  him 
of  your  own  princely  motion,  he  putting  in  fufficient  fureties  v'ithin  the 
Englilh  pale,  to  be  ever  ready  within  twenty  days  to  anfwer  to  Avhatfoever 
may  be  obje6ted,  you  thall  bind  him  (as  his  bounden  duty)  always  to  pray  for 
your  highnefs,  and  mightily  encreafe  the  aifedtion  of  your  majefty’s  people. 

For  the  due  reformation  of  all  the  diforders  in  that  poor  realm  of  Ireland, 
and  the  execution  of  what  worthy  adtion  foever  lhall  be  by  your  majefty, 
and  your  honourable  council  here  determined,  and  for  recovering  the  honour 
of  that  hate,  which  former  governors  there  have  loft;  your  majefty,  in  judg- 
ment, hath  made  moft  excellent  choice  of  the  now  lord  deputy,  a man  ac- 
companied Avith  all  neceflary  parts  both  in  body  and  mind,  as  I doubt  not  but 
his  fervice  fliall  hereafter  gi^^e  good  teftimony,  although  he  have  received  the 
fword  in  a far  more  troublefome  and  dangerous  time,  than  any  of  his  late  pre- 
deceflbrs  ever  did.  For  neither  the  laft  Defmond’s  Avars,  nor  thofe  of  Con- 
nor’s and  the  Moor’s,  being  both  put  together,  are  comparable  to  that,  Avhich 
is  now  expedled,  if  it  prove,  Avars;  Avhich  I defire  (if  it  be  God’s  Avill  and 
your  majefty’s  good  pleafure)  may  be  otherAvife,  not  for  my  private  aifedlion 
for  any  in  the  north,  but  for  the  public  good  Avhich  I Avifli  to  that  poor  king- 
dom. 

For  the  benefit  Avhereof,  and  for  the  performance  of  all  fuch  honourable 
fervices,  as  are  noAV  expedient  to  be  done,  and  all  the  reft  before  in  this  de- 
claration mentioned,  its  your  majefty,  Avho  muft  not  only  diredt  him,  but  alfo 
thoroughly  enable  his  lordfliip,  that  he  may  give  better  encouragement  to 
your  majefty’s  foldiers,  to  take  pains  in  your  highnefs’s  fervice,  than  tliey 
haA^e  had,  or  yet  have;  becaufe  they  daily  fee,  that  he  Avho  neAxr  ferved 
your  majefty  in  thofe  fervices,  fliall  come  to  far  better  preferment  in  that 
place,  than  the  beft^commander  or  ferving  fervitor  there.  Befides  you  can- 
not get  that  done,  Avhich  they  do,  Avho  painfully,  and  faithfully  ferve. 

What  encouragement  then  can  a man  have  to  offer  himfelf  in  the  Avars  of 
that  country,  Avho  fhall  neither  get  honour,  reAvard,  nor  payment  for  his 
labour?  I fpeak  by  experience  of  myfelf,  Avho  (upon  my  credit)  have  ilot 
had  ten  croAvns  iinpreft  of  my  OAvn  private  pay,  thofe  ten  years,  to  furnifli 
me  towards  your  majefty’s  fervice,  Avhen  I Avas  called  upon,  and  yet  I have 
made  one  at  all  times. 

When  fuch  hard  meafure  then  is  offered  unto  captains,  I humbly  refer  to 
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your  majefty,  what  encouragement  they  can  have  to  go  to  the  field.  Al- 
though without  money  or  any  thing  elie,  they  will  do  their  heft  endeavour, 
with  their  fubftance,  and  themfelves,  to  do  your  highnefs  fervice ; becaufe  I 
know  (and  fo  do  all  the  reft)  that  its  not  your  majefty’s  pleafure  to  have 
them  fo  difcouraged,  but  the  fault  is  in  them,  who  have  been  thither  fent  as 
deputies,  who  have  preferred  their  own  gain  before  your  highnefs’s  honour 
and  fervice,  or  the  juft  reward  of  fuch  as  have  moft  truly  and  painfully  ferved, 
and  for  that  would  pleafe  fuch  cowardly  captains,  as  were  their  inftruments 
to  bring  them  in  cows,  to  convert  into  angels,  to  cram  their  greedy  purfes; 
whom  I have  a better  will  particularly  to  name,  than  thus  generally  to  write 
of,  if  I were  perfuaded,  your  highnefs  would  thereupon  difcard  them : and  I 
know  they  would  not  challenge  me,  becaufe  I do  them  no  Avrong. 

To  encourage,  therefore,  your  majefty 's  foldiers,  and  to  furnifh  the  lord 
deputy  againft  all  accidents  that  may  happen,  if  it  may  pleafe  your  majefty, 
that  all  the  treafure,  which  is  fent  over  into  that  realm  at  fundry  times,  may 
be  entirely  fent  at  one  time,  with  commandment,  that  your  majefty^s  whole 
garrifon  may  be  fully  paid  every  month,  your  majefty  fhould  be  moft  honour- 
ably ferved,  and  the  foldiers  well  contented,  and  the  fubjedts  not  occafioned 
to  exclaim  for  Avant  of  payment  for  the  foldier’s  diet,  Avhen  both  captains  and 
foldiers  fiiould  have  in  their  purfes  to  fatisfy  that,  and  to  furnifti  themfelves 
with  all  other  neceftaries. 

For  notAvithftanding  your  highnefs’s  garrifon  hath  been  fo  flenderly  paid 
thefe  many  years,  your  majefty  hath  not  faA'^ed  any  thing  thereby,  but  it  hath 
enriched  a fort  of  bafe  clerks,  and  beggarly  merchants,  Avho  Avill  not  credit  a 
captain  noAV  for  a groat  upon  his  bill;  but  all  the  commodity  goeth  to  the 
lord  deputy,  the  clerks,  and  the  merchant;  fo  as  the  captain,  to  furnifti  his 
company,  can  get  no  money  unlefs  he  Avill  give  400  for  200,  or  200  for  100, 
and  after  the  like  rate;  and  in  this  proAvding  manner  your  foldiers  are  paid. 

Forafmuch  as  your  majefty  doth  pay  all  in  the  end,  you  may  (if  it  be  your 
highnefs’s  pleafure)  as  well  benefit  your  captains,  and  foldiers,  as  other  men’s 
clerks,  by  fending  an  overplus  of  treafure  to  the  lord  deputy,  to  pay  the  old 
debt  due  only  to  captains  and  foldiers,  Avhich  fisAV  thoufands  Avill  difcharge; 
except  it  be  to  one  man,  unto  Avhom  your  majefty  OAveth  five  or  fix  thoufand 
pounds,  which  (if  it  he  your  highnefs’s  pleafure)  may  Avith  fafe  confcience, 
be  detained  in  your  hands,  becaufe  he  hath  fo  ill  deferved,  through  the  dif- 
honouring  your  majefty  in  the  place  Avherein  he  ferveth. 
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And  now  (moft  gracious  fovereign)  for  that  (as  I have  heard)  it  hath  been 
credibly  reported  to.  your  majefty,  that  the  laft  Defmond’s  wars  did  coft  but 
40,000  pounds,  thereby  the  rather  to  induce  your  highnefs  to. make  wars 
upon  the  north,  I have  thought  it  my  duty  (under  your  majefty’s  proteOtion) 
to  fet  down  the  truth  thereof,  whereljy  it  may  the  more  eafily  be  judged  what 
the  charge  of  thefe  expeOted  troubles  may  hand  your  highnefs  in,  by  com- 
paring the  faid  Defmond’s  wars  and  thefe  together. 

The  charge  of  thofe  wars  to  your  majefty  was  high,  notwithftanding  the 
great  fupplies  then  had  of  your  fubjefts,  and  the  great  fuccour  and  aftiftance 
of  fnndry  caftles  and  good  towns,  which  held  firm  and  faithful  to  your  ma- 
jefty to  receive  and  aid  your  foldiers  upon  all  extremes,  which  -towns  and 
caftles  ftood  in  moft  commodious  places,  not  only  to  annoy,  but  utterly,  in  a 
manner,  to  overthrow  the  traitor,  and  all  his  co-partners.  And  where  it  coft 
your  majefty  then  one  pound,  it  coft  your  fubje6ts  three,  during  all  the  time 
of  thofe  wars,  which  charge  of  your  fubje6ts  I can  well  make  out ; for  the 
chief  lord  of  one  fmall  village,  who  had  but  eight  pounds  yearly  rent  for  the 
fame  village,  paid  for  one  year’s  coft  to  your  highnefs’s  foldiers  thirty-eight 
pounds  fteiiing,  whereof  I was  alfoan  eye-witnefs.  Thefe  Avars,  I fay,  did 
ftand  your  majefty  in  fourfcore  thoufand  pounds  at  the  leaft,  for  the  monthly 
charge  A\:as  feven  thoufand  pounds,  befides  the  vi6lualling  by  fea.  And  yet 
after  all  this,  your  majefty  afforded  pardon  to  the  bafeft  rebel,  Avho  then  took 
ai’ms  againft  you,  who  yet  liveth  in  view  of  your  ftate. 

The  caufe  of  thofe  Defmond’s  Avars,  Avas  even  like  to  this  in  the  north, 
through  the  great  miftaking  of  the  Defmond’s  adverfaries ; and  that  it  coft 
vour  majefty  no  lefs  than  I do  here  fet  doAvn,  Sir  Henry  Wallop  can  Avell 
teftify. 

JMoreoA'cr,  there  are  no  helps  to  be  hoped  for  in  the  north,  f:ither  of  caftles 
or  tOAvns,  Avithin  to  garrifon,  or  once  lodge  your  majefty’s  foldiers,  for  the 
fblloAving  and  fupprefting  of  thofe  traitors ; for  thofe  parts  are  merely  void 
of  fuch  refuge.  Again,  all  the  friends  to  your  highnefs  in  thofe  countries 
are  but  tAVO,  O’Hanlon  and  IMaginnis,  and  they  uncertain,  as  your  majefty 
may  thus  judge;  for  O’PIaiilon  is  married  to  the  earl  of  Tyrone’s  fifter,  and 
merely  enriched  by  the  earl ; Maginnis,  his  eldeft  fon,  is  to  marry  the  earl’s 
daughter.  And  this  affinity,  in  the  manner  of  the  Irifli,  is  always  to  the 
party  they  fee  ftrongeft  ; and  Avhen  your  majefty  (as  there  is  no  doubt)  fliall 
prcA^ail,  they  Avill  then  feek  favour,  and  make  offer  of  much  fervice,  but  fel- 
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clom  or  never  perform  any,  whereof  inyfelf  have  been  too  often  a witnefs. 
Thefe  things  conficlered,  it  may  pleafe  your  majefty,  and  honourable  council, 
to  be  rightly  and  throughly  advertifed,  before  there  be  wars  made  in  the 
north  parts,  whatfoever  by  fmifter  informations  may  be  fuggefted  to  the 
contrary. 

For  it  is  not  the  north  only  your  raajefty  diall  now  have  to  deal  withal, 
but  your  highnefs’s  whole  province  of  Conaught  fliall  be  in  great  peril  of 
lofmg,  except  Sir  Richard  Bingham  be  more  ftrongly  enabled  or  affifted  than, 
he  now  is,  trufting  to  only  one  band  of  100  foot  and  50  horfe,  wherewith  I 
confefs  he  hath  done  great  fervice.  Knockfergus,  and  the  Clanboys,  which 
are  now  garrifoned  with  only  100  foot  and  25  horfe  (who  have  done  your  ma^ 
jefty  no  fervice  by  reafon  of  fuch  bad  commanders,  as  have  been  appointed 
over  them),  cannot  but  be  loft  without  a very  great  garrifon,  and  exceeding- 
great  charge,  fo  that  your  highnefs’s  realm  of  Ireland  being  now  (as  it  were) 
divided  into  four  parts,  viz.  Leinfter,  Munfter,  Gonaught,  and  Ulfter,  vdll  be 
in  very  great  danger  to  be  half  loft  ; for  Ulfter  is  tl>e  earl’s  already,  and  in 
Conaught  there  are  divers,  who  have  been  traitors  notdong  fince  (and  yet 
fcarce  good  fubjedts),  who  watch  but  fuch  an  opportunity.  And  in  Leinfter- 
there  are  many,  who  now  ftir  not,  who  will  then  rife  in  arms,  namely,  the 
Birns,  the  Tools,  the  Moors,  the  Connors,  and  the  Cavenaughs,  and  many 
other  falfe  traitors  as  thofe,  who  (if  they  once  perceive  troubles  to  increafe  in 
the  north)  will  feek  to  moleft  and  offend  the  Engliflr  pale,  as  they  have  done 
in  times  paft. 

And  one  fpecial  matter  more  is  to  be  thought  upon,  where  your  majefty, 
in  all  the  wars  of  Shane  O’Neale,  had  Tyrconnel  faithful  and  read}’^  to  do 
your  highnefs  fervice,  and  to  aftift  your  foldiers,  giving  the  traitors  many 
overthrows  (being  then  an  utter  enemy  to  all  the  Neales)  ; now  it  is  not  fo, 
for  O’Donnel  is  married  to  the  earl  of  Tyrone’s  daughter,  and  is  thereby  fo 
linked  to  him,tbatno  place  of  fuccour  is  left  to  your  majefty’s  forces  in  all  the 
north ; for  Sir  John  O’Dogherty  (who  was  well  affeded  to  your  majefty ’s  fer- 
vice) is  now  in  hold  under  O’Donnel,  fo  as  no  aid  is  to  be  expedted  from 
him.  This  poor  gentleman  hath  been  hardly  ufed  on  both  fides ; firft,  by 
Sir  William  Fitzwilliam,  who  imprifoned  him,  in  hope  to  have  had  of  him 
fome  Spanifh  gold ; and  now  by  O’Donnel,’  becaufe  he  fliall  not  in  thefe  trou- 
bles annoy  him. 

To  write  of  all  other  particulars  belonging  to  the  north,  would  be  over  te- 
dious. 
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tlious.  To  concliule  therefore  (with  your  majehy’s  pardon)  there  are  but  two 
ways,  either  to  accept  of  their  own  offers  of  fubiniffion  and  contribution, 
for  defraying  of  the  charge,  in  this  difcourfe  efpecially  before -mentioned, 
and  fo  to  place  your  majefty’s  garrifons  in  their  countries,  thereby  to  hold 
them  in  continual  obedience  to  your  highnefs’s  profit,  or  elfe  to  make  royal 
war  upon  them,  and  fo  utterly  to  overthrow  and  l oot  them  up,  through  all 
the  whole  north  of  that  kingdom,  and  plant  others  in  their  room  or  places, 
I may  in  no  wife  omit  humbly  to  acquaint  your  majefty,  Avhat  great  hin- 
drance unto  your  prefent  fervice  the  ftay  of  Sir  Robert  Gardiner  his  com- 
ing over  is  like  to  be,  becaufe  that  he  can  beft  truly  report  to  your  liighnefs 
the  ftate  of  Ireland,  who  (as  he  was  fpecially  chofen  b}^  your  majefty  to  be 
a chief  inftrument  for  the  good  of  that  poor  kingdom,  where  he  ever  did, 
and  doth  minifter  fuch  upright  jufiice,  as  is  void  of  bribery,  affection,  intreaty 
of  friends,  or  fear  of  authority  to  over-rule  him  to  do  any  thing  unfit  for  a 
man  of  his  place)  can  very  hardly  be  fpared  from  thence  ; yet,  the  neeeffity 
of  this  time  importeth,  it  were  (under  pardon)  moft  meet  he  were  fent  for 
with  all  fpeed  ; for  that  (as  he  can)  fo  well,  without  fear  of  any,  inform  your 
majefty  truly  how  the  ftate  of  that  your  kingdom  now  ftandeth,  and  Ihew 
good  means  how  to  ftay  this  expe6led  prefent  fury,that  is  like  to  happen,  to  the 
utter  ruin  and  eutting  off  many  of  your  majefty’s  fubjects,  and  the  exceeding 
oxpence  of  your  highnefs’s  treafure.  There  will  be  (no  doubt)  many  reafons 
alledged  to  your  majefty  to  ftay  him  there,  but  I humbly  befeech  your  high- 
nefs  not  to  harken  to  them,  for  the  authors  of  thefe  troubles  are  afraid  of  his 
coming  thither.  But  his  inftant  repair  over  will  more  avail  him  than  his 
ftay  there,  although  it  is  well  known  he  doth  (as  far  as  liis  authority  ex- 
tendeth)  afford  the  people  juftice,  without  begging  it  or  buying  it,  whieh 
hath  been  too  often  bought  and  fold  there.  And  your  majefty  may  at  plea- 
fure  return  him  hither  again  when  he  hath  done  exeeeding  good  fervice 
there  : although  I fear  he  will  be  loath  (if  either  his  own  credit  or  friends 
may  prevail)  to  go  back  thither  any  more,  becaufe  he  feeth  he  is  not  able 
to  do  your  majefty  fuch  good  fervice,  as  he  would  and  might,  if  he  were 
more  ftrongly  aflifted  ; moreover  good  deferts  there,  procure  fcaree  good 
opinion,  or  friends  here. 

What  I mean  to  fay  thus  much,  when  it  is  not  to  be  amended,  nay  \vhat 
pity  it  is,  that  fo  gracious  a prince,  as  is  your  majefty,  cannot  help  it.  For 
thefe  many  years  paft  your  poor  fubjedts  have  been  crying  out  for  juftice, 
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and  could  never  get  it ; befides  it’s  grown  to  fuch  gain  by  corruption,  that 
unlefs  your  majefty  vouchfafe  to  take  upon  yourfelf,  or  make  fpecial  choice 
of  fome  of  your  honourable  council  here  to  look  into  it,  it  will  not  be  holden ; 
for  if  it  be  referred  (as  it  hath  been)  there  will  be  fuch  fliiiffling,  and  fo  much 
time  fpent,  as  to  fave  the  credit  of  fome  one,  that  thoufands  of  your  ma- 
jefty’s  good  fubjefts  diall  perilli  the  while.  And  the  rather  becaufe  advice 
is  chiefly  required  of  him,  who  is  c.aufer  of  all  thefe  troubles  ; and  that  3"our 
majefty  may  the  better  judge  what  good  can  follow  by  his  dire6tions,  let 
him  fet  down  what  fervice  he  did  you,  when  he  had  the  whole  authority  in 
his  own  hands,  whereby  your  highnefs  may  difcern  the  reft.  I know  (and 
thereon  dare  pawn  my  life)  he  cannot  prove  any  one  honourable  or  profitable 
fervice  he  did  your  majefty  therein,  at  the  time  of  his  government.  Opinion 
is  likewife  required  of  fome  other  counfellors  now  here,  who  can  fay  as  little 
of  thofe  northern  parts,  as  he  who  was  never  there. 

This  being  moft  true,  let  not  (I  humbly  befeech  your  majefty)  your  poor 
realm  of  Ireland  be  trufting  to  the  advice  of  fuch  blind  advifers' ; but  vouch- 
fafe your  highnefs  to  be  advifed  by  thofe,  n^ho  know  your  fervice  there,  by 
their  own  experience,  and  eye-witnefs  of  that,  whereof  they  fliall  yield  their 
opinion  ; and  no  one  (of  a counfellor)  can  do  it  better  than  Sir  Robert  Gar- 
diner, becaufe  his  circuit  is  northward,  whereby  he  doth  hear  the  griefs  and 
difcontentments  of  thofe  people. 

^Moreover,  I muft  befeech  your  majefty  to  be  no  longer  abufed  by  lip- 
labour,  and  paper  and  ink ; which  have,  thefe  many  years,  gone  for  current 
pajnnent,  inftead  of  good  fervice,  and  in  fliow  of  difeovering  great  and 
weighty  caufes,  when  in  truth  they  feldom  tend  to  an}’ fuch  purpofe;  but  fee- 
ing your  majefty  doth  pay  them  fo  well,  it  may  pleafe  you  to  require  better 
fervice  at  their  hands,  whom  your  highnefs  doth  there  put  in  truft. 

If  I have  in  this  my  plain  and  fimple  difeourfes  offended  your  majefty  any 
way,  I moft  humbly  afk  pardon  for  the  fame. 

As  the  phyfician  cannot  cure  the  difeafe  of  his  patient,  until  he  both  know 
and  take  away  tiie  caufe  thereof,  fo  neither  are  the  calamities  of  your  ma- 
jefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  be  remedied,  until  your  majefty  be  both  rightly 
advertifed  of  the  fame,  and  put  in  practice  the  redrefs  of  the  great  abufes 
there,  which  cannot  be  better  done  (in  my  fimple  fl<ill)  than  by  making  an 
example  of  fome  one,  who  has  ferved  your  majefty  corruptly  in  that  place  ; 
and  the  greater  the  perfonage  is,  the  greater  the  juftice,  and  the  more  your 
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honour  in  making  a precedent  of  fuch  a one:  for  your  inferior  officers  cai> 
punilh  fmall  offenders,  but  it  is  in  your  majelty  only  to  corredl  the  mighty 
tranfgreffors. 

There  is  no  well-advifed  captain  will  make  offer  of  fervice,  but  he  hopeth 
to  perform  or  lofe  his  life;  and  efpecially  when  he  ffiall  not  gain  thereby;  for 
his  foldiers  muft  be  paid,  or  elfe  they  will  not  ferve;  befides  he  muft  keep 
them,  or  elfe  he  cannot  effect  the  fervice  undertaken,  fo  that  his  only  hope  of 
gain  refteth  in  reputation,  reward,  and  preferment  from  your  majefty,  as 
he  lhall  deferve,  and  not  in  polling  and  pilling  the  foldiers  and  your  majefty's 
fubjefts. 

Thefe  good  fervices  then  being  accepted,  and  the  abufes  reformed,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  your  majefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland  ffiall  quickly  flouriffi  in 
true  fubjeftion  and  due  obedience  to  your  majefty’s  honour  and  comfort; 
which  I befeech  the  Almighty  to  grant  and  continue. 

The  confiderations  (moft  gracious  fovereign)  of  my  own  eftate,  who  have 
engaged  myfelf  and  my  friends  very  far,  for  means  to  live,  and  do  your 
majefty  fervice,  hath  many  times  (in  the  penning  of  this  difcourfe)  fought 
to  withhold  me  from  difcovering  to  your  highnefs  thefe  caufes  of  difcontent- 
ments  of  your  poor  people  in  that  kingdom,  and  the  bad  managing  of  your 
majefty’s  aftairs  there,  with  the  means  of  quieting  them,  of  advancing  your 
majefty’s  fervice,  and  advantaging  your  revenues,  affuring  myfelf,  that  the 
doing  of  fuch  an  office  would  neither  procure  me  any  friends,  nor  pay  any 
of  my  debts:  befides,  its  againft  my  profeffion  (being  a foldier)  to  be  a pen- 
man, or  fo  earneftly  to  feek  for  peace.  Yet,  neverthelefs,  when  I conftdered 
Avhat  due  honour  may  be  unto  God,  what  true  fervice  to  your  highnefs,  and 
what  good  to  that  poor  commoiiAveal,  it  made  me  utterly  negle6l  my  own 
fortune,  and  refpeft  of  my  private  benefit,  and  emboldened  me  to  difcharge 
my  duty  to  God  and  your  majefty,  and  difclofe  my  zeal  for  benefiting  that 
poor  realm.  And  if  thefe  my  labours  lliallbe  rightly  conceived  of  by  your 
majefty,  and  your  moft  honourable  council,  I fliall  think  my  time  happily 
fpent,  and  enjoy  as  much  as  I defire. 

And  thus,  moft  humbly  befeeching  pardon  for  this  my  bold  and  rude  dif- 
courfe, and  praying  on  my  knees  to  Almighty  God,  the  diredtor  of  all  princes 
hearts,  that  it  may  pleafe  him  to  move  your  majefty’s  mind  duly  to  confider 
of  the  premifes,  and  pitifully  to  regard  the  prefen t ftate  of  that  your  poor 
kingdom,  and  befeech  him  to  blefs  your  highnefs  with  all  honour,  health  and 
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princely  happinefs,  long  to  reign  over  us,  I moll  humbly  conclude  with  this 
my  petition. 

I humbly  befeech  your  majefty,  if  it  be  your  gracious  pleafure  to  accept 
the  Earl  of  Tyrone  into  your  highnefs’s  protection , that  he  may  fafely  come 
in  unto  your  majefty,  or  to  your  lord  deputy,  and  hither  at  your  pleafure, 
that  I may  be  the  meflenger;  becaufe  at  my  coming  over  he  repofed  great 
truft  in  me,  to  deliver  unto  your  majefty  thofe  things,  wherewith  he  found 
himfelf  grieved,  wherein  I doubt  not  but  to  do  your  highnefs  acceptable 
fervice,  by  reafon  of  the  poor  credit  I have  with  him.  But  if  your  majefty 
be  minded  to  deal  otherwife  with  him  (becaufe  it  hath  been  reported  by 
thofe,  who  are  adverfaries  both  to  him  and  to  me,  that  I am  a great  friend 
unto  him)  to  fliow  what  manner  of  love  mine  is  towards  him,  there  is  none 
of  them,  nor  any  other,  who  ftiall  do  greater  fervice  than  I Avill,  if  it  pleafe 
your  majefty  to  command  me,  and  enable  me  fit  for  it;  if  not,  my  fervice 
and  myfelf,  reft  at  your  highnefs’s  command  to  be  difpofed,  as  it  fiiall  pleafe 
you,  for  whom,  as  is  my  bounden  duty,  I will  daily  pray,  &c. 

Your  Majefty ’s  faithful 

And  obedient  Servant, 

Thomas  Lee. 


No.  XIIL 

The  anoni/mous  Letter,  upon  which  the  Rebellion  of  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel  was 

founded.  {Page  104.) 

THE  import  of  the  letter  was  as  follows,  “ That  he  Avas  called  into  com- 
pany  by  fome  Popifli  gentlemen,  Avho,  after  adminiftering  an  oath  of 
“ fecrecy,  declared  their  jnirpofe  to  murder  or  poifon  the  deputy,  to  cut  off 
“ Sir  Oliver  Lambert,  to  pick  up  one  by  one  the  reft  of  the  officers  of  ftate, 
“ to  oblige  the  finall  difperfed  garrifons  by  hunger  to  fubmit,  or  to  penn 
“ them  up  as  fheep  to  their  fliambles.  That  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  being 
“ neither  manned  nor  victualled,  they  held  as  their  OAvn,  that  the  towns  were 
“ for  them,  the  country  Avith  them,  the  great  ones  abroad  and  in  the  North 
“ prepared  to  anfAver  the  firft  alarm,  that  the  powerful  men  in  the  Weft  are 
“ affured  by  their  agents  to  be  ready  as  foon  as  the  ftate  is  in  diforder. 
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“ That  the  Catholiclc  king  had  promifed,  and  the  Jefuits  from  the  Pope  had 
“ warranted  men  and  means  to  fecond  the  firft  ftirs,  and  royally  to  protect 
“ all  their  actions.  That  as  foon  as  the  Hate  is  dilfolved,  and  the  king’s  fword 
“ in  their  hands,  they  will  elect  a governor,  chancellor  and  council,  difpatch 
“ letters  to  King  (James  I.)  trufting  to  his  unwilliugnefs  to  embark  in  fuch 
“ a war,  and  to  his  facility  to  pardon,  would  grant  their  own  conditions  of 
“ peace  and  government,  with  toleration  of  religion;  that  if  the  king  liften 
“ not  to  their  motions,  then  that  the  many  days  fpent  in  England  in  debates 
“ and  preparations  would  give  them  time  enough  to  breathe,  fortify  and 
“ furnifh  the  maritime  coafts ; and  at  leifure  call  to  their  aid  the  Spanifli 
“ forces  from  all  parts.”  The  writer  of  the  letter  declares,  “ That  he  inter- 
“ pofed  fome  doubts  on  them,  ■which  tliey  readily  anfwered,  and  he  pretended 
“ to  them  to  confent  to  further  their  projects,  and  that  he  took  the  method 
“ of  this  letter,  to  give  notice  of  their  defigns,  though  he  refufed  to  betray 
“ his  friends,  in  the  mean  time  he  would  ufe  his  bell  endeavours  to  hinder 
“ any  further  pradtices.”  And  he  concludes,  “ That  if  they  did  not  defift, 
“ though  he  reverenced  die  Mafs  and  Catholick  religion  equal  to  the  devout- 
“ eft  of  them,  yet  he  would  make  the  leaders  of  that  dance  know,  that  he 
“ preferred  his  country’s  good,  before  their  bufy  and  ambitious  humours.” 


No.  XIV. 

BY  THE  KING. 

A Proclamation  touching  the  Earls  ofTirone  and  Tirconnel.  {Page  104.) 

SEEING  it  is  common  and  natural  in  all  perfons  of  what  condition  foever, 
to  fpeak  and  judge  variably  of  all  new  and  hidden  accidents,  and  that  the 
flight  of  the  Earls  Tirone  and  Tirconnel,  with  fome  others  of  their  followers 
out  of  the  North  parts  of  our  realme  of  Ireland,  may  happly  prove  a fubjeft 
of  like  difeourfe  ; We  have  thought  it  not  amifs  to  deliver  fome  fuch  matter 
in  publique;  as  may  better  cleare  men’s  judgments  concerning  tlie  fame; 
not  in  refpe61:  of  any  worth  or  value  in  thefe  men’s  perfons,  being  bafe  and 
rude  in  their  originall,  but  to  take  away  all  fuch  inconvenience,  as  may  ble- 
mifli  the  reputation  of  that  friendfliip,  which  ought  to  be  mutually  obferved 
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betweene  us  and  other  princes.  For  althougli  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  the 
report  of  their  titles  and  dignities,  may  draw  from  princes  and  Hates  feme 
fuch  courtefies  at  their  firft  coming  abroad,  as  are  incident  to  men  of  fome 
extraordinary  rancke  and  qualitie:  yet,  when  wee  have  taken  the  beft 
meanes  wee  can  to  lay  them  o|3en  in  every  condition,  wee  fhall  then  expe6t 
from  our  friends  and  neighbours  all  fuch  juft  and  noble  proceeding's  as  ftand 
with  the  rules  of  honour  and  friendlhip,  and  from  our  fubje6ts,  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  duty  and  obedience  (in  their  carriage  toward  them)  Avhich  they 
owe  to  us  by  infeparable  bonds  and  obligations  of  nature  and  loyaltie,  where- 
of wee  intend  to  take  ftreight  accompt.  For  which  purpofe,  Avee  do  hereby 
firft;  declare,  that  thefe  perfons  abovementioned  had  not  their  creations  or 
pofteffions  in  regard  of  any  lineall  or  laAvfull  decent  from  anceftors  of  blood 
or  virtue,  but  Avere  onely  prefered  by  the  late  queen  our  fifter  of  famous  me- 
mory, and  by  ourfelves,  for  fome  reafons  of  ftate  before  others,  Avho  for  their 
qualitie  and  birth  (in  thofe  provinces  Avhere  they  dwell)  might  better  haA^e 
challenged  the  honours,  Avhich  Arere  confered  upon  them.  Secondly,  Avee  do 
profefs,  that  it  is  both  knoAven  to  us  and  our  councel  here,  and  to  our  de- 
putie  and  ftate  there,  and  fo  ftiall  it  appear  to  the  Arorld  (as  cleare  as  the 
funne)  evident  proofes,  that  the  onely  ground  and  inotiA'C  of  this  high  con- 
tempt in  thefe  mens  departure,  hath  been  the  private  knoAvledge  and  inAvard 
terrour  of  their  owne  guiltinelfe ; Avhereof,  becaufe  Avee  heare,  that  they  doe 
feeke  to  take  away  the  blot  and  infamie,  by  devulging  that  they  have  Avith- 
draAven  themfelves  for  matter  of  religion  (a  cloake  that  ferves  too  much  in 
thefe  dayes  to  coati'  many  evil  intentions),  adding  alfo  thereunto  fome  other 
vaine  pretext  of  receiving  injuftice,  Avhen  their  rights  and  claims  have  come 
in  queftion  betAveene  them  and  us,  or  any  of  our  fubje61s  and  them,  Avee  think 
it  not  impertinent  to  fay  fomeAvhat  thereof. 

And  therefore,  although  Avee  judge  it  needlefle  to  feeke  for  many  argu- 
ments to  confirme  AvhatfocA'er  ftiall  be  faid  of  thefe  mens  corruption  and 
falfliood  (Avhofe  hainous  offences  remaine  fo  frelh  in  memorie,  fince  they 
declaired  themfelves  fo  veiy  monfters  in  nature,  as  they  did  not  only  AV'ith- 
draAV  themfelves  from  their  perfonall  obedience  to  their  foveraigne,  but  Avere 
content  to  fell  over  their  natiA^e  country  to  thofe,  that  ftood  at  that  time  in 
the  higheft  terms  of  hoftilitie  Avith  the  tAvo  croAvnes  of  England  and  Ireland), 
yet  to  make  the  abfurditie  and  ingratitude  of  the  allegations  abovementioned 
fo  much  the  more  cleare  to  all  men  of  equal  judgement,  Avec  do  hereby  pro- 

fefle 


54 


APPENDIX. 


feffe  in  the  worde  of  a kinge,  that  there  never  was  fo  much  as  any  fliadowe  of 
moleftation,  nor  purpofe  of  proceeding  in  any  degree  againft  them  for  matter 
concerning  religion.  Such  being  their  condition  and  profeffion,  to  thinke 
murder  no  fault,  mariage  of  no  ufe,  nor  any  man  worthy  to  be  efleemed  va- 
liant, that  did  not  glorie  in  rapine  and  oppreffion ; as  we  thould  have  thought 
it  an  unreafonable  thing  to  trouble  them  for  any  different  point  in  religion, 
before  any  man  could  perceive  by  their  converfation,  that  they  made  truely 
confcience  of  any  religion.  So  we  alfo  for  the  feco»d  part  of  their  excufe 
affirme,  that  (notwithfianding  all  that  they  can  claime,  mull  be  acknow- 
ledged to  proceed  from  meere  grace  upon  their  fubiniffion,  after  their  great 
and  unnaturall  treafons)  there  hath  never  come  any  queftion  concerning 
their  rights  or  poffeflipns,  wherein  wee  have  not  bene  more  inclinable  to  doe 
them  favour  than  to  any  of  their  competitours,  except  in  thofe  cafes  wherein 
wee  have  plainely  difcerned,  that  their  onely  end  was  to  have  made  them- 
felves  by  degrees  more  able  than  now  they  are,  to  refift  all  lawfull  authoritie 
(when  they  fliould  return  to  their  vomit  againe),  by  ufurping  a power  over 
other  good  fubjecls  of  ours,  that  dwell  among  them,  better  born  than  they, 
and  utterly  difclaiming  from  any  dependancie  upon  them.  Having  now 
delivered  tlius  much  concerning  thefe  men,  eflates,  and  their  proceedings, 
wee  will  onely  end  with  this  conclufion,  that  they  fliall  not  be  able  to  denie, 
whenfoever  they  fliould  dare  to  prefent  themfelves  before  the  feate  of  juftice, 
that  they  (before  the  running  out  of  our  kingdom)  not  onely  entred  into 
combination  for  ftnring  fedition  and  inteftine  rebellion,  but  have  diredled 
divers  inftruments,  as  well  priefts  as  others  to  make  offers  to  foreine  flates 
and  princes  (if  they  had  bene  as  ready  to  receive  them),  of  their  readineffe 
and  refolution  to  adhere  to  them,  Avhenfoever  they  fliould  feeke  to  invade 
that  kingdom.  Wherein,  amongft  other  things,  this  is  not  to  be  forgotten, 
that  under  the  condition  of  being  made  free  from  Englifli  government,  they 
refolved  alfo  to  comprehend  the  utter  extirpation  of  all  thofe  fubjefts,  that 
are  nowe  reinayning  alive  within  that  kingdom,  formerly  defcended  from 
Englifli  race.  In  which  pra6tiles  and  propofitions,  followed  and  fomented  by 
priefts  and  jefuits  (of  whole  fuii6lions  in  thefe  times  the  pradlice  and  per- 
fwafions  of  liibjefts  to  rebell  againft  their  foveraignes,  is  one  fpecial  and  ef- 
fentiall  part  and  portion)  as  they  have  found  no  fucli  incouragement  as  they 
expelled,  and  have  boafted  of ; fo  wee  doe  affure  ourfelves,  that  when  this 
^declaration  fhall  bee  feene  and  duely  weighed  with  all  due  circumftances,  it 
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will  be  of  force  fiifficient  to  clifperfe  and  to  difcredit  all  fuch  untrueths  as 
thefe  contemptible  creatures,  fo  full  of  infidelity  and  ingratitude,  fiiall  dif- 
gorge  againft  us,  and  our  juft  and  moderate  proceedings,  and  fiiall  procure 
unto  them  no  better  ufage,  than  they  would  wilh  fiiould  be  offered  to  any 
fuch  packe  of  rebells^  borne  their  fubje6ts,  and  bound  unto  them  in  fo  many 
and  fo  great  obligations. 

Given  at  our  palace  of  Weftminfler,  the  fifteeenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  fifth  year  of  our  reigne  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and. 
Ireland. 

God  save  the  Kixg. 


No.  XY. 


A Letter  from  feveral  of  the  Lords  of  the  Pale  to  King  James  I.  (P.  lOQ.) 

Most  renowned  and  dread  Soveraigne^ 

THE  refpe6tive  care  of  your  highnefs’s  honour,  with  the 
obligation,  that  our  bounden  duty  requireth  from  us,  doth  not  permitt,  that 
we,  your  nobility  of  this  part  of  your  majefty’s  realme  of  Ireland,  commonly 
termed  the  Englifii  Pale;  fiiould  fupprefs  and  be  filent  in  aught,  which  in  the 
leafi;  meafure  might  ymport  the  honour  of  your  majefiy’s  moft  royal  perfon, 
the  reputation  of  your  happy  government,  or  the  good  and  quiet  of  your 
eftates  and  countryes ; and  therefore  are  humbly  bold  to  addreffe  thefe  our 
fubmilfive  lynes  to  your  highnefs,  and  fo  much  the  rather,  till  that  of  late 
years  it  hath  been  a duty  fpecially  required,  the  nobility  of  this  kingdom  to 
advertife  their  princes  your  majefty’s  moft  noble  progenitors,  of  all  matters 
tending  to  their  fervice,  and  to  the  utility  of  the  commonwealth. 

Your  majefty’s  pleafure  for  calling  a parliament  in  this  kingdom  hath  been 
lately  divulged,  but  the  matters  therein  to  be  propounded  not  made  known 
unto  us,  and  to  others  of  the  nobility;  we  being,  notwithftanding,  of  the 
grand  councell  of  the  realme,  and  may  w'ell  be  conceived  to  be  the  councell 
meant  in  the  ftatute  made  in  King  Henry  the  Seventh’s  time,  Avho  fiiould 
join  with  the  governour  of  this  kingdom,  in  certifying  thither,  what  a6ls 
fiiould  patfe  here  in  parliament;  efpecially,  it  being  hard  to  exclude  thofe, 
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that  in  refped  of  their  eftates  and  refidence,  next  to  your  majefty  diould 
moft  likely  underftand,  what  were  fitted  to  be  ena6led  and  ordeyued  for  the 
good  of  their  prince  and  country. 

Yet  are  we  for  our  own  parts  well  perfuaded  they  be  fuch,  as  will  comport 
with  the  good  and  relief  of  your  majefty ’s  fubje6ts,  and  give  hopeful  expec- 
tation of  reftauration  of  this  lately  torn  and  rended  eftate,  if  your  majefty 
have  been  rightly  informed,  they  having  (as  it  is  faid)  paffed  the  cenfure  of 
your  highnefs’s  moft  rare  and  matchlelfe  judgment.  But  the  externe  and 
public  courfe  held  (whereof  men  of  all  forts  and  qualities  do  take  notice  of 
the  management  thereof)  hath  generally  bred  fo  grievous  an  apprehenfion,  aa 
is  not  in  our  power  to  exprefs,  arifing  from  a fearful  fufpicion,  that  the  pro- 
ject of  erecting  fo  many  corporations  in  places,  that  can  fcanty  pafle  the  rank 
of  the  pooreft  villages,  in  the  pooreft  country  in  Chriftendoin,  do  tend  to 
naught  elfe  at  this  time,  but  that  hy  the  voices  of  a few  felected  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  under  the  name  of  burgeftes,  extreame  penal  laws  Ihould  be  ympofed 
upon  your  fubjects  here,  contrary  to  the  natures,  cuftoms,  and  difpolitions  of 
them  all  in  effect,  and  fo  the  general  fcope  and  inftitution  of  parliaments 
fruftrated,  they  being  ordeyned  for  the  affuiance  of  the  fubjefts  not  to  be 
procelfed  with  any  new  edifts  or  laws,  but  fuch  as  Ihould  pals  with  the  ge- 
neral confent  and  approbation. 

Your  majefty ’s  fubjeds  here  in  general  do  likewife  very  much  diftafte  and 
exclayme  againft  the  depofing  of  fo  many  magiftrates,  in  the  cities  and  bo- 
roughs of  this  kingdom,  for  not  fwearing  th’  oath  of  fupremacy  in  fpiritual 
and  ecclefiaftical  caufes,  they  protefting  a firm  profeffion  of  loyalty,  and  an 
acknowledgement  of  all  of  kingly  jurifdidlion  and  authority  in  your  highnefs; 
which  courfe,  for  that  it  was  fo  fparingly  and  myldly  carried  on  in  the  time 
of  your  late  fifter  of  famous  memory,  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  but  now  in  your 
highnefs’s  happy  reign  firft  extended  unto  the  remote  parts  of  this  country; 
doth  fo  much  the  more  aftVight  and  difquiet  the  minds  of  your  well  affe6led 
fubjecls  here,  efpecially,  they  conceiving,  that  by  this  means,  thofe  that  are 
moft  fufficient  and  fit  to  exercife  and  execute  thofe  offices  and  places  are 
fecluded  and  removed,  and  they  driven  to  make  choice  of  others  conform- 
able in  that  point,  but  otherwife  very  unfit  and  uncapable  to  undertake  the 
charges,  being  generally  of  the  meaner  fort.  Now  M'hether  it  conduceth  to 
the  good  of  your  eftate,  hereby  to  fuffer  the  fecret,  home,  evil  aftefted  fub- 
je6ls  (of  whom  we  wifh  there  were  none)  to  be  tranfportcd  with  hope  and 
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expeftation  of  the  effects,  which  a general  difcontentment  might  in  time 
produce,  and  to  give  fcope  to  the  rebells  difcontented  of  this  nation  abroad, 
to  calumniate  and  call  an  afperfion  upon  the  honour  and  integrity  of  your 
highnefs’s  government,  by  difplaying  in  all  countries,  kingdoms,  and  eftates, 
and  inculcating  into  the  ears  of  foreign  kings  and  princes  the  foulnefs  (as 
they  will  term  it)  of  fuch  pradtizes,  we  humbly  leave  to  your  majefty’s  moft 
facred,  high,  and  princely  confideration.  And  fo,  upon  the  knees  of  our 
loyal  hearts  do  humbly  pray,  that  your  highnefs  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
not  to  give  way  to  courles,  in  the  general  opinion  of  your  fubje6fs  here  fo 
hard  and  exorbitant,  as  to  erect  towns  and  corporations  of  places  confifting 
of  fome  few  poor  beggarly  cottages,  but  that  your  highnefs  will  give  direc- 
tion, that  there  be  no  more  created,  till  time,  or  traffick  and  commerce,  do 
make  places  in  the  remote  and  unfettlcd  countries  here  fit  to  be  incorporated, 
and  that  your  majelly  Avill  benignly  content  yourfelf  with  the  fervice  of  un- 
derflanding*  men  to  come  as  kniohts  of  the  fhire  out  of  the  chief  countries 
to  the  parliament.  And  to  the  end,  to  remove  from  your  fubje61s  hearts 
thofe  fears  and  difcontents,  that  your  highnefs  further  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  order,  that  the  proceedings  of  this  parliament  may  be  with 
the  fame  moderation  and  indifferency  as  your  moll  royal  predecelfors  have 
ufed  in  like  cafes  heretofore ; wherein  moreover,  if  your  highnefs  fhall  be 
pleafed,  out  of  your  gracious  clemency  to  withdraw  fuch  laws,  as  may  tend 
to  the  forcing  of  your  fubjedls  confciences  here  in  matters  concerning  re- 
ligion, you  lhall  fettle  then  minds  in  a mofl  firm  and  faithful  fubjedtion.  The 
honour,  -which  your  inajefty,  in  all  your  actions  and  proceedings,  hath 
hitherto  fo  Avell  maintained,  the  renown  of  your  highnefs's  tranfeendant  un- 
derftanding  in  matters  of  eftate  and  government,  and  in  particular  the  ex- 
emplary prefident  of  your  majefly’s  never-to-be  forgotten  moderation,  ih 
not  defeending  to  fuch  extraordinary  courfes  for  effecting  the  union  of  both 
kingdoms  fo  much  defired,  doth  give  us  full  hope  and  affurance,  that  your 
highnefs  will  duely  weigh  and  take  in  good  worth  thefe  confiderations  by  us 
layed  down,  and  mofl  gracioufly  grant  this  our  humble  fubmiflive  fuit,  in 
which  hope  we  do,  and  Avill  always  remain,  your  majefly’s  mofl  humble  and 
dutiful  fubjedls,  Gouwan'stox, 

Cnil.  8 LANE, 

IviLKEM, 

Dublin,  25  Nov.  l6l2.  Rob.  Tui.wblettstom'N, 

Patrick  Dunsany, 

AD.  Lowth. 
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No.  XVI. 

Remonjirance  of  divers  Lords  of  the  Pale  to  the  King  concerning  the  Irijk 

Parliament  in  l6l3.  (P.  111.) 

MAY  it  pleafe  your  majefty,  fuch  is  the  exceffive  grief  and  anxiety  of 
mind  and  confcience,  which  we,  the  nobility  of  this  your  highnefs’s  king- 
dom, whofe  names  are  here  under-written,  do  conceive,  by  the  more  prepof- 
terous  courfes  holden  in  parliament,  as  we  muft  be  inforced,  before  we  de- 
fcend  further,  moll  humbly  with  tears  to  emplore  your  gracious  favour,  that 
if  the  due  regard  of  your  majefty’s  facred  honour,  the  careful  confideration  of 
the  good  peace  and  tranquility  of  this  your  realm  and  country,  the  tender 
and  feeling  refpeft  of  our  bounden  and  obliged  duty  to  both,  do  carry  us  in 
aught  beyond  the  limits  of  a well  tempered  moderation,  your  highnefs  will 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  pardon  our  excefs  herein,  fo  far  as  pius  dolor  et 
iracundia,  do  in  theinfelves  deferve.  It  would  far  pafs  the  compafs  of  a 
letter,  if  we  lliould  infill  to  particularife  the  manifell,  old,  precedent  diforders, 
and  fuch,  as  ftill  do  accompany  this  intended  a6lion ; only  your  highnefs 
diall  underhand,  that  many  knights  from  counties,  and  citizens,  and  bur- 
gelfes  from  cities  and  towns,  have,  contrary  to  the  true  eledlion,  been  re- 
turned ; and  in  fome  places  force,  and  in  many  others,  fraud,  deceit,  and 
indire6t  means  have  been  ufed  for  elfe6ling  of  this  fo  lawlefs  a courfe  of 
proceeding.  Neither  can  v’e  but  make  known  unto  your  majefty,  that  under 
pretence  of  eretling  towns  in  places  of  the  new  plantation,  more  corporations 
have  been  made  fince  the  beginning  of  lah  month  or  little  more,  than  are 
returned  out  of  the  whole  kingdom;  befides  the  number  whereof  (as  we  con- 
ceive it)  contrary  to  your  highnefs’s  intended  purpofe,  are  difperfed  through- 
out all  parts  of  this  kingdom;  and  that  in  divers  places,  Avhere  there  be  good 
ancient  boroughs,  and  not  allowed  to  fend  burgelTes  to  the  parliament,  and 
yet  thefe  new  created  corporations,  for  the  moll  part  are  fo  miferable  and 
beggarly  poor,  as  their  tuguria  cannot  otherwife  be  holden  or  denied  than 
as  tituli fine,  et figmenta  in  rebus-,  for  divers  of  which  (their  extreme  poverty 
being  not  able  to  defray  the  charges  of  burgeli'es,  nor  the  places  themfelves 
to  alford  any  one  man  fit  to  prefent  himfelf  in  the  poorell  fociety  of  men) 
and  for  others,  we  mull  confefs,  that  fome  of  great  fafliion  have  not  flicked 
to  abafe  themfelves  to  be  leturned : the  lord  deputy’s  fervants,  attornies,  and 
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clerks,  refident  only  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  mod  of  them  having  never  feen' 
or  known  the  place,  for  which  they  were  returned,  and  others  of  contempt- 
ible life  and  carriage.  And  what  outrageous  violence  was  offered  yefterday 
to  a grave  gentleman,  whom  men  of  all  forts  that  know  him,  do  and  will 
confefs  to  be  both  learned,  and  grave,  and  difcreet,  free  from  all  touch  and 
imputation,  and  whom  thofe  of  the  lower  houfe,  to  whom  no  exceptions 
could  be  taken,  had  chofen  to  be  their  fpeaker,  we  leave,  for  avoiding  te- 
dioufnefs  to  your  highnefs,  to  their  own  further  declaration.  And  forafm.uch 
as,  mod  renowned  and  dread  fovereign,  we  cannot  in  any  due  proportion  of 
reafon,  or  juftice  expe6t  redrefs  in  thefe  our  diftreffed  calamities,  Avhere  many 
of  thofe,  who  reprefent  the  body  of  our  edate,  were  the  chief  authors  of  them> 
upon  the  knees  of  our  loyal  and  fubmiffive  hearts  we  humbly  pray,  that  it 
would  pleafe  your  majedy  to  admit  fome  of  us  to  the  accefs  of  your  royal 
prefence;  where,  if  we  fail  in  the  lead  point  of  thefe  our  affertions,  and 
declarations  of  other  evils,  which  do  multiply  in  this  edate,  we  willingly 
fubmit  ourfelves  to  any  puniflnnent,  as  deferved,  which  it  fliall  pleafe  your 
highnefs  to  lay  and  inflict  upon  us.  For  we  are  thofe,  by  the  effufion  of  whofc 
ancedor’s  blood,  the  foundation  of  that  empire,  which  we  acknowledge  your 
highnefs,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man  to  have  over  this  kingdom  and  people, 
was  did  laid,  and  in  many  fucceeding  ages  preferved.  To  us  it  properly  apper- 
taineth,  both  in  the  obligation  of  public  duty  and  private  intered,  to  heed 
the  good  thereof,  who  never  laid  the  foundation  of  our  hopes  upon  the  dif- 
turbance  of  it,  garboils  and  didentions  being  the  downfal  of  our  edate,  as 
fome  of  us  now  living  can  witnefs,  and  therefore  we  cannot,  but  out  of  the 
confideration  of  our  bounden  duty  and  allegiance,  make  known  unto  your 
highnefs  the  general  difcontent,  which  thofe  drange,  unlooked  for,  and  never 
heard  of  courfes  particularly  have  bred;  whereof,  if  the  rebellious  and  dif- 
contented  of  this  nation  abroad  do  take  advantage,  and  procure  the  evil- 
affe6led  at  home,  which  are  numbers  by  reafon  of  that  already  fettled,  and 
intended  plantation  in  any  hoftile  fafliion  to  fet  diforders  on  foot,  and  labour 
fome  underhand  relief  from  any  prince  or  edate  abroad,  who  peradventure 
might  1)6  inveigled,  and  drawn  to  commifferate  their  pretended  didrcffes 
and  oppreffions;  however,  we  are  affured  the  prowefs  and  power  of  your 
majedy  in  the  end,  will  bring  the  authors  thereof  to  ruin  and  confufion  ; 
yet  it  may  be  attended  with  the  effufion  of  much  blood,  exhaufting  of  maffes 
of  treafiire,  the  cxpofing  of  us,  and  others  your  highnefs’s  well  affected 
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fubje6ls,  to  tlie  hazard  of  poverty,  wliereof  the  memory  is  very  lively  and 
frclii  among  us,  and  finally,  to  the  laying  open  of  the  whole  commonalty  to 
the  inundation  of  all  miferies  and  calamities,  Avhich  garboils,  civil  war,  and' 
difientions,  do  breed  and  draw  vath  them,  in  a rent  and  torn  eftate.  For 
preventing  whereof,  we  nothing  doubt  but  your  majefty  will  give  redrefs,  by 
the  equal  balance  of  your  highnefs’s  juftice,  Avhich  we  befeech  the  Almighty 
with  your  royal  perfon,  ever  to  maintain  and  preferve. 

Your  majefty ’s  moft  faithful  fubjeds, 

David  Butte  van  t,  Killine,  James  Dunboyne, 

Gormonfton,  Delvin,  IVIatthew  Louth, 

Da.  lloche  Fermoy,  Chriftopher  Slane,  Thomas  Cahyr. 

Montgarret,  Robert  Trymbelfton, 

jMay  1 9,  1613. 


No.  XVII. 


The  Speech  of  James  the  Firji  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council  at  Whitehall,  on  the 

Hjt  of  September,  16 13,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Irijh  Agents.  (P.  111.) 

My  Lords, 

THESE  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  Ireland  are  called 
hither  this  day  to  hear  my  conclufion  and  determination  in  a caufe  of  great 
confequence,  which  hath  depended  long  in  trial.  Thus  far  it  hath  had  for- 
mality; for  it  is  a formality,  that  kings  hold  in  all  procefles  of  importance, 
to  proceed  flowly,  to  give  large  hearing,  and  to  ufe  long  debate,  before  they 
give  their  fentence.  Thefe  gentlemen  will  not  deny  that  I have  lent  them 
my  own  ear,  and  have  Ihewed  both  patience  and  a defire  to  underftand  their 
caufe  at  full : It  refteth  now,  that  we  make  a good  conclufion,  after  fo  long 
debate. 

It  is  a good  rule  to  obferve  three  points,  in  all  weighty  bufineftes;  long  and 
curious  debate,  grave  and  mature  refolution,  and  fpeedy  execution.  The 
firft  is  already  paft;  the  fecond  is  to  be  performed  this  day;  and  the  laft 
muft  follow  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be. 

I promifed  to  thefe  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  recufant  party  of 
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parliament,  juftice  with  favour;  let  them  fee  whether  I have  perfonned  my 
promife:  fare  I am,  but  for  performance  of  that  promife,  1 diould  not  have 
g-iven  fuch  patient  liearing,  nor  made  fuch  a curious  fearch  into  the  caufes 
of  their  complaints,  neither  Ihould  I make  fuch  a conclufion  as  I am  now 
like  to  make  of  this  bufmefs. 

In  the  fearch  (though  I doubted  not  of  the  honour  and  juftice  of  the  lord 
deputy’s  government)  yet  I dealt  not  with  him  as  with  my  fervant,  not  as 
M'ith  one  the  mod  unreprovable  governor,  that  ever  was  in  that  kingdom  (as 
lome  of  3'ourfelves  have  acknowledged  him  to  be  to  myfelf)  but  as  Math  a 
party:  but  after  the  commiffioners  had  .heard  all  that  could  be  alledged,  I 
found  him  indeed  a faithful  fervant  by  their  certificate,  Mdiicli  was  Concliijio 
in  Caujd. 

The  gentlemen  I fent  M'ere  fuch  as  no  exception  could  be  taken  againfl 
them,  fome  M'ere  never  there  before  ; fome,  fo  long  fithence,  that  rerum facies 
fuit  mutata,  fince  they  lived  in  that  kingdom. 

It  lefts  me  noM^  to  fet  dovm  my  conclufion  ; but  before  I declare  m3' judg- 
ment, I will  fpeak  of  fome  things  offered  by  you  the  recufant  half-bod3', 
which  are  called  parliament-recufants.  I have  heard  of  church-recufants,  but 
not  of  parliament-recufants  ; this  difference  M'as  never  before  heard  of. 

Firff,  the  letter  3'ou  fent  unto  me  the  beginning  of  the  parliament  was  full 
of  pride  and  arrogance,  Avanting  much  of  the  refpcdfs,  vdiich  fubjedfs  om'C 
their  fovereign. 

Now  if  I fliould  do  you  juftice,  I fhould  take  3'ou  at  3’our  Avord,  lay  toge- 
ther vour  offer  in  your  letters,  and  the  articles,  Avhich  m3'  attorne3^  open 
unto  you,  then  fhall  you  fee  vour  cafe. 

For  y-ou  made  offer,  that  if  you  failed  to  proA'e  ain’  one  point  of  that, 
Av'hich  Avas  contained  in  your  complaint,  3'ou  Avould  renounce  m3'  favour  in 
all ; yet  have  a'ou  fcarce  proved  a Avord  true ; but,  on  the  other  fide,  almoft 
every  point  hath  been  proved  contrar3'. 

Of  fourteen  returns  Avhereof  you  complain,  but  tAvo  haA'e  been  proA'ed 
falfe,  and  in  the  government  nothing  hath  been  proAed  faulty,  except  you 
AvoLild  have  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  like  the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Put  commonly  offenders  are  moft  bold  to  make  offers  of  their  innoccney  . 
for  they  (being  in  a paffion)  begin  in  heat,  and  continue  in  heat,  but  Avheii 
they  fee  thcmfelves  in  the  glafs  of  their  OAvn  vanity,  they  find  their  error. 

And 
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And  this  I have  found  in  my  own  experience  in  Scotland,  and  fince  my  com- 
ing hither. 

Now  I will  divide  my  fpeech  in  two  parts,  touching  the  offences  done  by 
you,  and  your  complaints  againft  the  ftate  and  government. 

To  the  firft,  an  unufual  favour  was  offered  you  by  my  deputy,  for  he  fent 
for  you,  and  advifed  you  to  confider  what  laws  were  fit  to  be  propounded  for 
that  commonwealth,  and  offered  to  concur  with  you.  Your  anfwer  fliould 
have  been  humble  thanks  on  your  knees,  but  you  negledled  that  favour,  and 
anfwered  by  your  agent  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  that  you  would  firft  be  made 
acquainted  Avith  fuch  bills  as  the  deputy  and  council  there  liad  refolved  to 
tranfmit. 

Before  the  parliament,  there  was  fent  to  me  by  a few  men  a letter,  rafli  and 
infolent,  that  nothing  Ihould  be  purfued  in  parliament,  but  you  fliould  be 
acquainted  with  it,  and  withal  threatening  me  ivith  rebellion  in  a ftrange 
fafliion,  with  fimilitudes  unfavoury  and  unmannerly,  and  unfit  to  be  prefented 
to  any  monarch  ; and  after  that,  you  did  nothing  but  heap  complaint  upon 
complaint,  till  the  parliament  Avas  fat  down. 

The  parliament  being  fat,  you  Avent  on  Avith  a greater  contempt  : there 
Avere  in  the  loAver  houfe  tAvo  bodies,  and  but  one  head,  a greater  mon- 
fter  than  tAro  heads  upon  one  body.  And  AA’hereas  you  fliould  liaA^e  made  an 
humble  and  dutiful  anfwer  to  the  commendation,  Avhich  I made  of  a fpeaker, 
you  the  recufant-party  (being  the  fcAver)  Ai  lien  the  greater  number  Avent  out 
to  be  numbered,  fliut  the  door,  and  thruft  one  mto  the  chair  as  a fpeaker  manu 
forti.  After  this,  the  recufants  of  liotli  houfes  depart  from  the  parliament. 
The  like  Avas  never  heard  of  in  France,  Spain,  or  any  other  kingdom  of 
Chriftendom. 

Then  came  petitions  to  the  deputy  of  a body  Avithout  a head,  a headlefs 
body : you  Avould  be  afraid  to  meet  fuch  a body  in  the  ftreets  ; a body  Aidtli- 
out  a head  to  fpeak,  nay,  half  a body ; what  a monfter  Avere  this,  a A^ery  bug- 
bear ! Methinks  you,  that  AA  Ould  liaA^e  a vifible  body  head  of  the  church  over 
all  the  earth,  anil  acknoAvdedge  a temporal  head  under  Chrift,  ye  may  likeAAufe 
acknoArledge  my  viceroy  or  deputy  of  Ireland. 

Then  did  the  deputy  give  you  AA^arning  to  come  to  the  parliament,  to  pafs 
the  bill  of  Recognition,  but  that  you  put  it  off  Avith  tricks  and  fliifts,  Avhicli 
thing  I Avill  urge  no  farther ; but  Avhy  fliould  the  lords  refufe  to  come.^  They 
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fiad  no  colour  of  abfentlng  themfelves,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  orders 
or  diforders  of  the  lower  houfe  ; the  lords  here,  and  the  lower  houfe,  are  as 
great  ftrangers  in  thefe  matters,  as  the  parliament  houfes  of  Spain  and  France  ; 
neither  had  the  recufants  of  the  lower  houfe  any  juft  catife  of  defe6lion,  fince 
an  indifterent  committee  was  offered  to  them.. 

This  was  fuch  an  ill  example,  arid  ftich  a crime,  to  refiife  to  appear  at  the 
king’s  fummons,  as  if  you  fliould  advife  with  lawyers  upon  it,  I know  not  what 
it  may  impart : after  this,  hither  you  came,  and  only  your  appeal  to  me  hath 
inclined  me  to  mercy,  yet  I fpeak  not  this  to  encourage  your  complaints  to 
be  brought  hither,  when  the  deputy  and  ftate  may  determine  them,  though 
this  being  a matter  of  parliament,  was  fit  for  the  king’s  hearing,  and  your 
appeal  hath  been  heard  and  heard  i^fq-,  ad  noufeam. 

And  whereas  it  fliould  have  vn-ought  humility  and  thanks,  the  fruit  hath> 
been,  that  (I  will  not  fay  in  a prepofterous,  hut)  in  a rebellious  manner,  you 
have  heaped  complaints  upon  complaints,  and  petitions  upon  petitions,  nofc 
warranted  with  any  truth,  to  make  the  more  noife,  whereas  you  fliould  have 
looked  back  to  your  own  mifcarriages. 

Then  I fent  commiflioners  to  examine,  as  well  the  by  as  the  main  bufinefs, 
which  you  firft  prefented  to  be  the  caufe  of  your  appealing  to  me,  but,  in- 
ftead  of  thanks  for  that  favour,  there  came  yet  more  new  complaints,  which, 
becaufe  the  council  here  have  already  anfwered,  I will  not  fpeak  of, — Now 
if  you  look  back  to  your  own  mifcarriages,  and  my  lenity,  you  lhall  find,  that 
your  carriage  hath  been  moft  undutiful  and  unreafonable,  and  in  the  next 
degree  to  treafon,  and  that  you  have  nothing  to  fly  to  but  my  grace. 

The  lower  houfe  here  in  England  doth  ftand  upon  its  privileges  as  much- 
as  any  council  in  Ghriftendom,  yet,  if  fuch  a difference  had  rifen  there,  they 
•\rould  have  gone  on  with  my  fervice  notwithftanding,  and  not  have  broken 
up  their  aflembly  upon  it.  You  complain  of  fourteen  falfe  returns.  Are 
there  not  many  more  complained  of  in  this  parliament,  yet  they  do  not  for- 
fake  the  houfe  for  it?  Now,  for  your  complaint’s  touching  parliament  mat- 
ters, I find  no  more  amifs  in  that  parliament,  than  in  the  beft  parliament  in 
the  world  ; efcapes  and  faults  of  fheriffs  there  may  be,  yet  not  proved  ; or  if 
it  had  been  proved,  no  caufe  to  ftay  the  j^arliament,  all  might  have  been  fet 
right  by  an  ordinary  courfe  or  trial,  to  which  1 muff:  refer  them.  But  you 
complain  of  the  new  boroughs,  therein  I would  fain  feel  your  pulfe,  for  yet 
Lfmd  not  where  the  flioe  wrings.  For,  firft,  you  qucltion  the  power  of  the 
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king,  v’hetlier  he  may  lawfully  make  them  ? And  then  you  queftion  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  king  and  his  council;  in  that  you  fay,  that  there  are  too  many 
made.  It  was  never  before  heard,  that  any  good  fubje6ts  did  difpute  the 
king’s  power  in  this  point.  What  is  it  to  you,  whether  I make  many  or 
few  boroughs  ; my  council  may  confuler  tlie  fitnefs,  if  I require  it ; but  what 
if  I had  made  forty  noblemen,  and  four  hundred  boroughs,  the  more  the 
merrier,  the  fewer  the  better  cheer.  But  this  complaint,  as  you  made  it,  was 
prepoherous,  for  in  contending  for  a committee,  before  you  agreed  of  a 
fpeaker,  did  put  the  plough,  before  the  horfe,  fo  as  it  went  on  untowardly 
like  your  Irith  ploughs  ; but  becaufe  tlie  eyes  of  the  mafter  maketh  the  horfe 
fat,  I have  ufed  my  own  eyes  in  taking  a view  of  thofe  boroughs,  and  have 
feen  a lift  of  them  all.  God  is  my  judge,  I find  the  new  boroughs,  except 
one  or  two,  to  he  as  good  as  the  old,  comparing  Ii  illi  boroughs  new  v.'ith  Irilh 
boroughs  old  (for  I will  not  fpcak  of  the  boroughs  of  other  countries]  ; and 
yet,  bcfules  the  neceflity  of  making  them,  like  to  increafe  and  grow  better 
daily;  befides,  I find  but  few  eredted  in  each  county,  and  in  many  counties 
but  one  borough  only,  and  thofe  erected  in  fit  places  near  forts  or  palfages 
for  the  fafety  of  the  country  : methinksyou,  that  feek  the  good  of  the  king- 
dom, Ihould  be  glad  of  it. 

I have  caufed  London  alfo  to  ere6t  boroughs  there,  and  Avhen  they  are 
throughly  planted,  will  be  a great  fecurity  to  that  part  of  the  kingdom ; 
therefore  you  quarrel  with  that,  which  may  bring  peace  to  the  countrey,  for 
the  perfons,  returned  out  of  thofe  boroughs,  you  complain  they  have  no  refi- 
dence,  if  you  had  faid  they  had  no  interefi,  it  had  been  fomewhat ; but  moft 
of  them  have  intereft  in  the  kingdom,  and  qui  hahent  intereO'e,  are  like  to  be 
as  careful  as  you  for  the  weal  thereof. 

I feek  not  emendicata  fujfragia,  fuch  boroughs  as  have  been  made  fince  the 
fummons  are  wiped  away  at  one  \rord  for  this  time,  I have  tried  that,  and 
done  you  fair  play,  but  you  that  are  of  a contrary  religion,  mull  not  look  to 
be  the  only  Law-makers  ; you  are  but  half  fubje61s,  Ihould  have  but  half  pri- 
vilege ; you  that  have  an  eye  to  me  one  way,  and  to  the  Pope  another  way, 
the  Pope  is  your  father  hi  y^inV^^rt/i/^«^f,and  I in  temporalibiis  only , and  fo  have 
your  bodies  torn  one  way,  and  your  fouls  drawn  another ; you  that  fend 
your  children  to  the  feminaries  of  treafon,  ftrive  henceforth  to  become  full 
fubjedts,  that  you  may  have  cor  unum,  and  viam  unam,  and  then  I lhall  refpe6l 
you  all  alike ; but  your  Iridi  priefts  teach  you  fuch  grounds  of  doftrine,  as 
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you  cannot  follow  them  with  a fafe  confcience,  but  you  muft  caft  off  your 
loyalty  to  your  king. 

Touching  the  grievances  whereof  you  have  complained,  I am  loath  to 
fpend  breath  in  them  ; if  you  charge  the  inferior  minifters  of  the  country, 
all  countries  are  fubjecl  to  fuch  grievances ; if  you  charge  the  deputy  and 
nihil  probatur.  Indeed  I hear  (not  from  you,  but  from  others)  there 
is  one  thing  grievous  to  the  country  ; that  notwithftanding  the  compofition 
cftablilhed  in  the  province,  the  governours  there  do  fend  out  their  purveyors, 
who  take  up  their  achates,  and  other  provifion  upon  the  country : if  this  had 
been  complained  of  to  the  deputy,  or  to  me,  it  had  been  reformed,  the  de- 
puty himfelf  at  Dublin  doth  not  grieve  the  country  with  any  fuch  burden. 

Another  thing  there  is,  that  grieveth  the  people,  which  is  that  in  the  coun- 
try, where  there  is  half  peace  and  half  war,  the  flieriffs  and  foldiers  in  their 
paflage  do  commit  many  extortions. 

For  thefe  grievances,  I myfelf  will  call  the  deputy  unto  me,  and  fet  down 
fuch  orders  in  this  time  of  vacation,  as  thefe  abufes  diall  be  redreffed  and 
clear  taken  away  ; and  if  any  fuch  diforder  be  fuffered  hereafter,  it  fliall  be 
only  be  for  fault  of  complaining  ; and  becaufe  the  meaner  fort  Avill  perhaps 
fear  to  complain,  I would  have  fuch  gentlemen  of  the  country,  as  are  of  bed 
credit,  to  prefent  complaints,  which  they  may  do  in  fuch  manner  as  the  par- 
ties who  prefer  the  complaints  may  not  be  known. 

There  is  a double  caufe,  why  I fliould  be  careful  of  the  welfare  of  that  peo- 
ple : fil’d  as  King  of  England,  by  reafon  of  the  long  pofleffion  the  crown  of 
England  hath  had  of  that  land  ; and  alfo  as  King  of  Scotland,  for  the  ancient 
Kings  of  Scotland  are  defeended  of  the  Kings  of  Ireland,  fo  as  I have  an 
old  title  as  King  of  Scotland,  therefore  you  fiiall  not  doubt  to  be  relieved 
when  you  complain,  fo  as  you  will  proceed  without  clamour.  Moreover  my 
care  hath  been,  that  no  a6ts  fiiould  be  preferred  that  fliould  be  grievous  to  the 
people ; and  to  that  end  I perufed  them  all  except  one,  that  I faw  not  till  of 
late,  that  is  now  out  of  door,  for  I proted  I have  been  more  careful  for  the 
bills  to  be  patfed  in  that  parliament,  than  in  the  parliament  of  England. 

Laftly,  for  imputations  that  may  feem  to  touch  the  dejnity,  I have  found 
nothing  done  by  him,  but  what  is  fit  for  an  honourable  gentleman  to  do  in 
his  jilace,  which  he  hath  difeharged  as  ^v'ell  as  any  deputy  did,  and  divers  of 
you  have  confelfed  fo  to  me,  and  I find  your  complaints  againd  him,  and  the 
date,  to  be  caufelefs  expoftulations. 
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To  conclude,  my  fentence  is,  that  in  the  matter  in  parliament,  you  have 
carried  yourfelves  tumultuarily  and  nndutifully,  and  that  your  proceedings 
hath  been  rude,  diforderly,  and  inexcufahle,  and  worthy  of  fevere  punifli- 
ment ; which  by  reafon  of  your  fuhmilTion  I do  forbear,  but  not  remit,  till  I 
fee  your  dutiful  carriage  in  this  parliament ; where  by  your  obedience, to  the 
deputy  and  ftate,  and  your  future  good  behaviour,  you  may  redeem  your  by- 
pall mifcarriage,  and  then  you  may  deferve  not  only  pardon,  but  favour  and 
cherilhing. 


No.  XVIII. 


T/ie  Judgment  of  divers  of  the  Archbijhops  and  Bijhops  of  Ireland  concerning 
Toleration  of  Religion.  {Page  11 6.) 


THE  religion  of  the  Papills  is  fuperftitious  and  idolatrous,  their  faith  and 
do6lrine  errorreous  and  heretical,  their  church,  in  refpe6l  of  both,  apollatical : 
to  give  them  therefore  a toleration,  or  to  confent,  that  they  may  freely  exercife 
their  religion,  and  profefs  their  faith  and  do6lrine,  is  a grievous  fm,  and  that 
in  two  refpefts  : for,  firll,  it  is  to  make  ourfelves  accelfary  not  only  to  their 
fuperftitions,  idolatries,  and  herefies,  and,  in  a w^ord,  to  all  the  abominations 
of  Popery  ; but  alfo  (which  is  a confequent  of  the  former)  to  the  perdition 
of  the  feduced  people,  vdiich  peridi  in  the  deluge  of  the  Catholic  apollacy. 

Secondly,  To  grant  them  a toleration  in  refpe6l  of  money  to  be  given,  or 
contribution  to  be  made  by  them,  is  to  fet  religion  to  fale,  and  with  it  the 
fouls  of  the  people,  whom  Chrill  our  Saviour  hath  redeemed  with  his  moll 
precious  blood.  And  as  it  is  a great  fin,  fo  it  is  alfo  a matter  of  moll  dan- 
gerous confequence ; the  confideration  whereof  Ave  commit  to  the  wife  and 
judicious,  befeeching  the  God  of  truth  to  make  them  who  are  in  authority 
zealous  of  God’s  glory,  and  the  adv^ancement  of  true  religion  : zealous,  refo- 
lute,  and  courageous  againll  Popery,  fuperllition,  and  idolatry.  Amen. 

Ja.  Armachanus,  Ro.  Dunenlis,  Tho.  Kilmoreand  Ardagh, 

Mai.  Cafellen,  Georg.  Derenlis,  Theo.  Dromore, 

Anth.  Medenfis,  Richard  Cork,  &c.  Mic.  Waterford  and  Lifmore, 

^ Tho.  Fern  and  Leghlin  Andr.  Alachdens,  Fra.  Limerick. 
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No.  XIX. 

Ahjlract  of  the  Report  and  Return  of  Commifwners  fent  by  the  King  to  Ire- 
land, to  enquire  into  the  Grievances  and  Complaints  of  the  Irijh,  in  l6l3. 

{Page  121.) 

UPON  our  arrival  in  Dublin,,  the  11th  of  September,  we  caufed  his  ma- 
jefty's  cominiffion  and  inllru^lions  to  be  inrolled,  and  prefently  dire61ed  our 
letters  to  the  governors  of  Munfter  and  Conaught,  as  alfo  to  divers  lords, 
archbilliops,  and  bilhops,  and  to  feveral  of  the  dieriffs  of  counties,  and  others, 
concerning  the  articles  of  the  faid  inftruftions,  whereby  our  arrival,  and  the 
caufe  of  our  employment  were  made  known  to  the  people  in  mod  parts  of 
the  kingdom. 

Yet  during  tlie  fpace  of  one  month,  at  the  lead,  after  our  landing,  no  one 
petition  was  exhibited  to  us  complaining  of  any  grievances.  Neverthelefs, 
afterwards,  upon  the  coming  over  of  the  Lord  Killeene  and  Sir  Chriftopher 
Plunket,  tv^o  of  the  late  petitioners  to  his  majefty,  they  exhibited  unto  us 
particular  inftances  of  oppreffion  and  exa6lions  by  foldiers,  provoft-marlhals, 
and  fome  others,  fpecially  thofe  that  relide  neared  the  date  ; out  of  which 
particulars,  being  many,  we  felected  threefcore  or  thereabouts,  as  meeted  to 
be  examined;  whereby  we  might  difcern,  what  were  the  feveral  kinds  of  the 
foldiers  oppredions  towards  the  people;  for  proof  of  which  feleded  articles, 
divers  days  were  adigned  to  them  to  produce  their  witnedes  : at  which  time 
fome  of  the  captains  of  horfe  and  foot,  provod  marflials,  and  fome  of  their 
foldiers  we  warned  to  appear  befoie  us,  and  thereupon  we  proceeded  in  the 
prefence  of  tlie  Lord  Killeene  and  Sir  Chriftopher  Plunkett,  and  fome  of 
the  parties  grieved,  and  we  proceeded  to  a fummary  examination  of  thofe 
diforders,  and  by  thefe  examinations,  and  by  other  means,  it  doth  appear 
unto  us,  that  tlie  fokliers,  both  horfe  and  foot,  have  extorted  upon  his  ma- 
jedy’s  fubjedts  in  manner  following;  Fird,  in  all  their  journies  and  thorough- 
fares, where,  by  their  warrant  from  the  lord  deputy,  they  are  commanded  to 
take  meat  and  drink  in  the  country,  paying  ready  money,  or  giving  tickets 
for  the  fame;  the  foldiers,  neverthelefs,  for  the  mod  part,  neither  pay  money, 
nor  give  tickets,  as  they  ought  to  do;  and  in  cafes  where  the  colledtors  re- 
ceive tickets  for  the  payment  of  the  country  for  vidlualling  of  foldiers,  they, 
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and  fometimes  perfons  authorifed  by  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  country, 
do  get  thefe  tickets  into  their  hands,  and  obtain  payment  from  his  majehy’s 
treafurer,  and  feldom  make  diftribution  thereof  to  the  poorer  fort  to  whom  it 
is  due. 

The  foldiers,  where  they  are  celled,  do  extort  money  from  the  poorer 
people  (befides  meat  and  drink),  for  every  night’s  lodging  three  diillings  for 
a horfe-man,  and  two  Ihillings  for  a foot-man,  fometimes  more  and  fometimes 
lefs;  and  certain  petty  fums  are  alfo  taken  for  their  boys  and  attendance, 
befides  vi6tuals,  and  it  happeneth  fometimes,  that  the  foldiers  that  take  cefs, 
take  money,  as  well  for  them  (elves  as  for  other  foldiers  abfent,  which  the 
country  call  black  men,  becaufe  they  are  not  feen;  and  fometimes  foldiers 
in  pay,  and  others  difcharged  out  of  pay,  and  divers  vagrants  in  the  name  of 
foldiers,  take  meat  and  money  of  the  people  without  warrant  or  after  the 
date  of  their  warrant  is  expired,  in  extortions  manner,  by  two  or  three  or 
more  in  company.  And  in  all  thefe  cafes,  when  the  people  have  not  money 
to  pay  them,  they  take  divers  times,  forcibly,  either  fome  of  their  cattle,  or 
fome  of  their  houlliold  Huff  for  pawns  in  lieu  thereof,  whereby  breach  of 
peace  and  affrays  are  occalioned. 

Likewife  the  foldiers,  although  they  he  always  enjoined  by  the  lord  de- 
puty’s warrant  to  pafs  to  and  fro  the  dire6t  way  in  their  journies,  yet  do  they 
fometimes  make  a circular  and  long  courfe  in  their  thoroughfare,  whereby 
they  cefs  and  hurt  the  people,  more  days  than  is  limited  unto  them,  or  is  re- 
quifite  for  their  journey. 

Alfo  the  foldiers  in  their  journies,  being  celfed  in  fmall  numbers  in  villages 
by  the  colle6tors,  according  to  the  ability  of  the  places,  they  do  fometimes 
take  money  in  the  towns,  wherein  they  are  alfigned  to  take  their  lodgings 
and  vidluals,  and  depart  the  fame  and  lodge  themfelves,  without  warrant, 
near  the  fame  place,  whereby  the  people  bear  a double  charge. 

Moreover  it  appeareth,  that  fome  officers  of  bands  have  taken  monies  of 
townlhips,  to  forbear  to  cefs  upon  them  in  their  journies,  and  have  celfed 
upon  the  towns  not  far  dillant  from  thence  j and  thefe  exactions  are  com- 
mitted by  foldiers  in  counties  where  the  compofition  in  lieu  of  cefs  is  paid, 
as  in  other  places,  wherein  is  to  be  obferved,  that  by  the  tenor  of  the  com- 
pofition, the  counties  are  to  vi6lual  the  foldiers  in  their  palfage  at  ufual  rates, 
a matter  referved  for  neceffity  of  hate. 
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The  foldiers  do  not  only  commit  thefe  abufes  in  their  thoroughfares,  but 
when  they  are  fent  into  the  country  upon  other  employments. 

The  provoft  marilial  (whereof  there  is  one  at  leaft  in  every  province)  has 
likewife  certain  men  to  attend  him,  who  do  exa6t  vi6luals  and  money  in  their 
paffage  up  and  down  the  country  from  the  people,  and  commit  other  difor- 
ders  as  foldiers  do>  which  extortions  have  been  committed  by  the  foldiers 
and  the  reft  of  themfelves,  without  any  warrant  at  all,  or  connivance  of  any, 
fo  far  ^ hath  appeared  unto  us.- 

And  notwithftanding  thefe  oppreflions  in  thefe  kinds  are  very  many  (aS' 
may  be  feen  by  thei>'  informations  to  us  exhibited  from  divers  parts  of  the 
kingdom),  yet,  for  any  thing  appearing  unto  us,  very  few  have  complained 
thereof  to  the  lord,  deputy;  who,  upon  their  complaints,  hath  given  order  for 
redrefs  of  fiich  grievances,  as  hath  been  manifefted  unto  us. 

The  reafons  therefore  the  people  pretend  to  have  forborn  to  make  their 
complaints,  is  the  fear  they  have  had  to  be  worfe  ufed  by  the  foldiers  com- 
plained of  at  other  tknes,  and  that  the  charges  of  complaint  would  far  Have 
exceeded  their  damages  and  Ioffes,  although  they  cannot  deny  but  the  lord, 
deputy  hath  given  as  eafy  accefs  and  as  fpeedy  remedy  as  hath  been  given  by 
former  governors* 

I The  names  of  fome  few  foldiers,  that  are  offenders  in  thefe  kinds,  and  are 
yet  in  pay,  appear  in  onr  examinations,  others  are  dead  or  difcharged,  and  in' 
many  of  the  complaints  againft  foldiers,  their  names  are  not  known  to  the 
parties,  neither  have  the  foldiers  or  others  complained  to  us  for  want  of  pay 
by  thefe  captains,  although  fome  of  them  have  been  by  us  required  publicly 
to  deliver  us  their  knowledge  therein.  There  be  divers  complaints  againft 
Iheriffs  in  general,  namely,  that  fimdry  Iheriffs  have  no  freehold,  or  habita- 
tion, in  the  counties  for  which  they  fervT,  as  they  ought  to  have  by  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom;  alfo  that  divers  of  them  have  no  fettled  eftates  of  land  or 
freehold  in  other  places;  and  having  gathered  rents,  and  other  duties  for 
his  majefty,  they  depart  without  paffing  their  accounts,  which  appeareth  to 
be  true:  and  the  reafon  thereof  is  affirmed  to  be,  that  in  the  civileft  countries 
in  the  Engliffi  Pale,  and  in  other  counties  within  the  kingdom,  there  are 
found  very  few  Proteftants  that  are  freeholders  of  (piality  fit  to  be  Iheriffs,  and 
that  will  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  as  by  the  laws  they  ought  to  tlo;  and 
by  the  lord  deputy’s  order,  no  llieriff  is  admitted  till  he  enter  into  fiifficient 
bond  for  anfwering  his  accounts. 
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It  is  like\vife  a grievance  complained  of,  and  found  true,  that  many 
flieriffs,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  meaner  fort,  do  fuffer  their  men,  bailiffs,  and 
follow^ers  to  take  victuals  of  the  country,  for  themfelves,  without  money,  and 
fometimes  both  money  and  victuals,  and  that  in  gathering  in  his  majeffy's 
rents,  and  the  fines  for  ufmg  the  fliort  ploughs,  and  other  impofitions,  as  build- 
ing of  bridges,  and  fuch  like,  they  do  take  of  the  people,  befides  the  principal 
duties  twelve  pence  in  the  pound,  and  fometimes  greater  fums,  for  their 
private  ufes,  for  which  the  Iheriffs  give  no  reafon,  but  the  fame  is  taken  to- 
wards their  charges  in  collefting  thofe  duties,  in  regard  of  the  little  benefit 
which  their  office  other  wife  yieldeth,  See. 


No.  XX. 

The  Subjlance  of  the  Remonjimnee  oj  the  Commons,  to  the  Lord  Deputij 
IVentU'orth,  in  1695.  {Page  124.) 

THAT  fenfibly  apprehending  the  manifold  inconveniences,  that  had  be- 
fallen the  kingdom,  through  the  uncertainty  of  eftates,  occafioned  by  the 
embezzling,  burning  and  defacing  of  records,  in  times  loofe  and  uncertain, 
troubled  with  continual  war,  untill  the  beginning  of  his  late  majeffy’s  happy 
reign;  and  encreafed  by  the  negligence  or  ignorance  of  fundry  perfons  here- 
tofore employed  in  paffing  of  patents  and  effates  from  the  crown;  -svhereby 
many  errors  in  law  crept  into  thefe  grants,  whereof  divers  indigent  perfons, 
with  eagle-eyes  piercing  thereunto,  commonly  took  advantage,  to  the  utter 
overthrow  of  many  noble  and  deferving  perfons,  who,  for  valuable  confidera- 
tions  of  fervice  to  the  crown,  or  for  money,  or  for  both,  honourably  and 
fairly  acquired  their  effates.  That,  therefore,  finding  in  themfelves  a fenfible 
feeling  of  thefe  and  other  grievances,  they  had  received  unfpeakable  pleafure 
from  his  majeffy’s  princely  care  and  tender  affedion  towards  them,  expreffed 
in  the  graces  tranfmitted  over  by  their  laft  agents,  and  on  his  royal  word, 
the  heft  of  aflurance,  and  his  princely  fignature,  which  he  had  been  gracioufiy 
pleafed  to  pafs  unto  them,  to  caufe  the  faid  graces  to  be  ena61ed  in  the  next 
enfuing  parliament;  that  they  could  not  fuffice  only  to  difeharge  their  duty 
to  his  majeffy,  or  the  truff  repofed  in  them  by  their  country,  unlefs  they 
were  careful  in  thefe  great  affairs,  to  conferve  the  honour  of  his  majeffy  s 
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word,  inthat  refpect,  pafled  unto  them  his  people,  who  had  heretofore,  by  their 
faid  agents,  prefented  a free  gift  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  to  his  majefty,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  loan- 
money  or  contribution,  by  them  forgiven,  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  in 
thefe  two  laft  years,  contributed  by  the  country,  amounting  in  the  total  to 
three  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds,  exceeding  in  proportion  their  abili- 
ties, and  the  precedents  of  paft  ages,  &c. 

Wherefore,  they  moft  humbly  prayed,  that  his  lordlhip  would  place  the 
ftatutc,  2lft  Jacobi,  entitled  An  A6t  for  the  general  Quiet  of  the  Subje61; 
againfi;  Concealment,  in  the  firll  Tranfmlffion  of  Laws  in  England  ; the  faid 
grace  being  particularly  promifed  by  his  majefty,  approved  by  both  the 
councils  of  eftate  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  publilhed  in  all  the  counties 
in  Ireland  at  the  general  afiizes,  and  moft  expe6ted  of  all  the  other  graces. 
And  that  he  would  pleafe  to  certify  their  univerfal  confent,  and  much  long- 
ing defire,  to  have  the  faid  ftatute  of  21  ft  Jacobi,  and  the  reft  of  the  faid 
graces,  perpetuated  by  a6ls  to  be  pafled  in  that  parliament. 


No.  XXL 

{Page  128.) 

To  THE  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Deputy. 

The  humble  and  juji  Remonjirance  of  the  lOiights,  Citizens,  and  Burgejfes,  in 

Parliament  ajfemhled, 

Shewing, 

TILVT  in  all  ages  paft  fince  the  happy  fubjection  of  this 
kingdom  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England,  it  was  made  apd  is  a principal 
ftudy  and  princely  care  of  his  majefty  and  his  noble  progenitors.  Kings  and 
Queens  of  England  and  Ireland,  to  the  vail  expence  of  treafure  and  blood, 
that  their  loyal  and  dutiful  people  of  this  land  of  Ireland,  being  now  for  the 
moft  part  derived  from  Britilh  anceftors,  Ihould  be  governed  according  to  the 
municipal  and  fundamental  laws  of  England;  that  the  ftatute  of  Magna 
Charta,  or  the  great  charter  of  the  liberties  of  England,  and  other  laudable 
laws  and  ftatutes  were  in  feveral  parliaments  here  enabled  and  declared,  that 
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by  the  means  thereof,  and  of  the  moil  prudent  and  benign  government  of 
his  majefty  and  his  royal  progenitors,  this  kingdom  was,  untill  of  late,  in  its 
growth  to  a flouriiliing  eilate,  whereby  the  faid  people  were  heretofore  enabled 
to  anfwer  their  humble  and  natural  defires,  to  comply  with  his  majefty ’s  royal 
and  prineely  occafions,  by  their  free  gift  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  and  likewife  by  another  gift  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  more,  during  the  government  of  Lord  Vifcount  Faulkland; 
and  after,  by  the  gift  of  forty  dtoufand  pounds,  and  their  free  and  chearful 
gift  of  fix  intire  fubfidies,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  majeily’s  reign  ; which,  to 
comply  with  his  majefty ’s  then  occafions,  figiiified  to  the  then  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, tliey  did  allow  fliould  amount  in  the  collections  unto  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds,  although  (as  they  confidently  believe)  if  the  faid  fub- 
fidies had  been  levied  in  a moderate  parliamentary  way,  they  would  not 
have  amounted  to  much  more  than  half  the  faid  fum,  befides  the  four  entire 
fid)fidies  granted  in  this  prefent  parliament.  So  it  is,  may  it  pleafe  your 
lordlhip,  that  by  occafion  of  enfuing  and  other  grievances  and  innovations, 
(though  to  his  majefty  no  confiderable  profit)  this  kingdom  is  reduced  to  the 
extream  and  univerfal  poverty,  that  the  fame  is  now  lefs  able  to  pay  fubfidies, 
than  it  was  heretofore  to  fatisfie  all  the  before-recited  great  payments.  And 
his  majefty’s  moft  faithful  people  of  the  fame  land  do  conceive  great  fears, 
that  the  faid  grievances,  and  confequences  thereof,  may  hereafter  be  drawn 
into  precedents,  to  be  perpetuated  upon  their  pofterity ; which,  in  their  great 
hopes,  and  ftrong  beliefs  they  are  perfuaded,  is  contrary  to  his  majefty’s  royal 
and  princely  intention  towards  his  faid  people:  fome  of  which  faid  grievances 
are  as  fiolloweth: 

lit  The  general  apparent  decay  of  trades,  occafioned  by  the  new  and  ille- 
gal raifing  of  the  book  of  rates,  and  impofitions  as  twelve  pence  a piece  cuftom 
for  hides  bought  for  four  or  five  fiiillings,  and  other  heavy  impofitions  upon 
native  and  other  commodities,  exported  and  imported,  by  reafon  whereof 
and  of  extreme  ufage  and  cenfure,  merchants  are  beggarefi,  and  both 
difenabled  and  difcouraged  to  trade,  and  fome  of  the  honourable  perfons, 
who  gain  thereby  are  often  judges  and  parties;  and  that  it  is  the  conclufion 
his  inajefty’s  profit  thereby  is  not  confiderably  advanced. 

2dly.  The  arbitrary  decifion  of  all  civil  caufes  and  controvxrfies,  by  paper 
petitions,  before  the  lord  lieutenant  and  lord  deputy,  and  infinite  other  judi- 
catories upon  reference  from  them  derived,  in  the  nature  of  all  actions  deter- 
minable 
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minable  at  the  common  la^y,  not  limited  unto  certain  time,  feafon,  cauie,  or 
thing  whatfoever;  and  the  confequences  of  fuch  proceedings,  hy  receiving 
immoderate  and  unlawful  fees  hy  fecretaries,  cleri<s,  purfuivants,  ferjeants  at 
arms,  and  otherwife,  hy  which  kind  of  proceedings  his  majefty  lofeth  a conli- 
derahle  part  of  his  revenue,  upon  original  writs  and  otherwife;  and  the  fuh^ 
je6t  lofeth  the  benefit  of  his  Avrit  of  error,  hill  of  reverfal,  vouchers,  and  other 
legal  and  juft  advantages,  and  the  ordinary  courfe  and  courts  of  juftice 
declined. 

3dly.  The  proceedings  in  civil  caufes  at  council-board,  contrary  to  the 
law  and  great  charter,  not  limitted  to  any  certain  time  or  feafon. 

4thly.  That  the  fubje6t  is,  in  all  the  material  parts  thereof,  denied  the  bene- 
fit of  princely  graces;  and  more  efpecially  of  the  ftatute  of  limitations  of  2 1 
Jacobi,  granted  by  his  majefty  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  upon  great 
advice  of  the  councils  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  for  great  confideration, 
and  then  puhlilhed  in  all  the  courts  of  Dublin,  and  in  all  the  counties  of  this 
kingdom,  in  open  aflizes,  Avhereby  all  perfons  do  take  notice,  that,  contrary 
to  his  majefty’s  pious  intentions,  his  fubje6ls  of  this  kingdom  have  not  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  his  majefty’s  princely  promife  thereby  made. 

Stilly.  The  extrajudicial  avoiding  of  letters  patents  of  eftates  of  a very 
great  part  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeds  under  the  great  feal,  (the  publick  faith  of 
the  kingdom)  by  private  opinions  delivered  at  the  council-board,  ivithout 
legal  evidions  of  their  eftates,  contrary  to  law,  and  ivithout  precedent  or 
example  of  any  former  age. 

fithly.  The  proclamation  for  the  foie  emption  and  uttering  of  tobacco, 
which  is  bought  at  very  low  rates,  and  uttered  at  high  and  exceftive  rates;  by 
means  whereof,  thoufands  of  families  within  this  kingdom,  and  of  his 
majefty’s  fubjedts  in  feveral  illands,  and  other  parts  of  the  Weft-Indies,  (as 
your  petitioners  are  informed)  are  deftroyed,  and  the  moft  part  of  the  coin  of 
this  kingdom  is  engrolfed  into  particular  hands,  infomuch,  as  the  petitioners 
do  conceive,  that  the  profit  arifing  and  engroffed  thereby  doth  furmount  his 
majefty’s  revenue,  certain  or  cafual,  ivithin  this  kingdom,  and  yet  his  majefty 
receiveth  hut  very  little  profit  by  the  fame. 

7thly.  The  unufual  and  unlawful  encreafing  of  monopolies,  to  the  advan- 
tages of  a few,  the  difprofit  of  his  majefty,  and  impoverifimient  of  his  people. 

8thly.  The  extreme  cruel  ufage  of  certain  late  commiftioners,  and  others 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Loud  on- Derry ; by  means  whereof, 
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the  worthy  plantation  of  that  country  is  almoft  clehroyeci,  and  thefaid  inha- 
bitants are  reduced  to  great  ijoverty,  and  many  of  them  forced  to  forfake 
tlie  country  ; the  fame  being  the  iirft  and  moft  ufeful  plantation  in  the  large 
province  of  Ulfter,  to  the  great  weakening  of  the  kingdom  in  this  time  of 
danger,  tlie  faid  plantation  being  the  principal  ftrength  in  thofe  parts. 

9thly.  The  late  erection  of  the  court  of  high  commiifion  for  caufes  eccle- 
fiahical,  in  thefe  neceffitous  times,  the  proceedings  of  the  faid  court  in  many 
caufes  without  legal  warrant,  and  yet  fo  fupported,  as  prohibitions  have  not 
been  obtained,  though  legally  fought  for  ; and  the  excelTive  fees  exadled  by 
the  minifters  thereof,  and  the  encroaching  of  the  fame  upon  the  jurildiclion 
of  other  ecclefiaftical  courts  of  this  kingdom. 

lOthly.  The  exorbitant  and  barbarous  fees  and  pretended  cuftoms  exafted 
by  the  clei’gy,  againft  the  law,  fome  of  which  liave  been  formerly  reprelented 
to  your  lordihip. 

1 1 tidy.  The  petitioners  do  moft  heartily  bemoan,  that  his  majefty’s  fervice 
and  profit  are  much  more  impaired  than  advanced  by  the  grievances  afore- 
faid  ; and  the  fubfidies  granted  in  the  laft  parliament  having  much  increafed 
his  majefty’s  revenue,  by  the  buying  of  grants  and  otherwife : and  that  all 
his  majefty's  debts  then  due  in  this  kingdom,  were  fatisfied  out  of  the  faid 
fubfidies,  and  yet  his  majefty  is  of  late  (as  the  petitioners  have  been  informed 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  become  indebted  in  this  kingdom  in  great  fums. 

And  they  therefore  humbly  befeech,  that  an  exa6i  account  may  be  fent  to 
his  majefty,  how  and  in  what  manner  his  treafure  is  ift’ued. 

12thly.  The  petitioners  do  humbly  conceive  juft  and  great  fears  at  a pro- 
clamation publiftied  in  this  kingdom  in  anno  Domini  1 635,  prohibiting  men 
of  quality  or  eftates  to  depart  this  kingdom  into  England  Avithout  the  lord  de- 
puty's licence,  Avhereby  the  fubje<?ts  of  this  kingdom  are  hindred  and  inter- 
rupted from  free  accefs  and  addrefs  to  bis  facred  majefty  and  pri^'y  council  of 
England,  to  declare  their  juft  grievances,  or  to  obtain  remedies  for  them  in 
fort  as  their  anceftors  have  done  in  all  ages  fince  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
the  Second,  and  great  fees  exadted  for  every  of  the  faid  licences. 

ISthly.  That  of  late  his  majefty’s  attorney-general  hath  exhibited  informa- 
tions againft  many  ancient  boroughs  of  this  kingdom  into  his  majefty’s 
court  of  Exchequer,  to  ftiew  caufe  by  what  warrant  the  faid  boroughs  (who 
heretofore  fent  burgefles  to  the  parliament)  Ihould  fend  the  faid  burgefles  to 
parliament : and  thereupon,  for  want  of  an  anfwer,  the  faid  privileges  of 
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fending  burgeffes  were  feifed  by  the  faid  court : wliich  proceedings  were  al- 
together coram  non  judice,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  and  privileges  of  the 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  (if  way  fliould  be  given  thereunto)  would  tend  to 
the  fubverfion  of  parliaments,  and,  by  confequence,  to  the  ruin  and  de- 
ftru6lion  of  the  commonwealth. 

And  the  Houfe  of  Commons  hath  hitherto  in  this  prefent  parliament  been 
deprived  of  the  advice  and  council  of  many  profitable  and  good  members,  by 
means  thereof. 

14thly.  That  by  the  powerfulnefs  of  fome  minifters  of  ftate  in  this  king- 
<lom,  the  parliament  in  its  members  and  aftions  hath  not  its  natural  freedom. 

15thly.  That  the  fees  taken  in  all  the  courts  of  jullice  in  this  kingdom, 
both  ecclefiaftical  and  civil,  and  by  other  inferior  officers  and  minifters,  are 
fo  immoderately  high,  that  it  is  an  unfpeakable  burthen  to  all  his  majefty’s 
fiibjedts  of  this  kingdom,  who  are  not  able  to  fubfift,  except  the  fame  be 
fpeedily  remedied  and  reduced  to  fuch  a moderation  as  may  ftand  with  the 
condition  of  this  realm. 

And  laftly.  The  gentry  and  merchants,  and  other  his  majefty’s  fubjecls  of 
the  kingdom,  are  of  late,  by  the  grievances  and  preffures  aforefaid,  and 
other  the  like,  brought  very  near  to  ruin  and  deftrudion : and  the  farmers 
of  cuftoms,  cuftomers,  waiters,  fearchers,  clerks  of  unwarrantable  proceed- 
ings, purfuivants  and  gaolers,  and  fundry  others,  very  much  enriched ; 
whereby,  and  by  the  flow  redrefs  of  the  petitioner’s  grievances,  his  majefty’s 
moft  faithful  and  dutiful  people  of  this  kingdom  do  conceive  great  fears,  that 
their  readinefs,  approved  upon  all  occalions,  have  not  been  of  late  rightly  re- 
prefented  to  his  facred  majefty : for  remedy  whereof,  the  faid  petitioners  do 
humbly  and  of  right  befeech  your  lordlhip,  that  the  faid  grievances  and 
prelfures  may  be  fpeedily  redrelfed ; and  if  your  lordfliip  fliall  not  think  fit 
to  afford  prefent  relief  therein,  that  your  lordfliip  might  admit  a felect  com- 
mittee of  this  houfe,  of  perfons  uninterefted  in  the  benefit  arifing  of  the  afore- 
faid grievances,  to  be  licenfed  by  your  lordlhip  to  repair  to  his  facred  majefty 
ill  England,  for  to  purfue  the  fame,  and  to  obtain  fitting  remedy  for  their 
aforefaid,  and  other  juft  grievances  and  oppreffions ; and  upon  all  juft  and 
honourable  occafions  they  will,  without  refpeft  of  particular  intereft  or  pro- 
fit to  be  raifed  thereby,  moft  humbly  and  readily  in  parliament  extend  their 
utmoft  endeavours  to  ferve  his  majefty,  and  comply  with  his  royal  and 
princely  occafions.  And  fliall  pray,  &c. 
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No.  XXII. 

(Page  133.)  , 

To  the  Right  lionoio'ahle  the  Jiiftices  and  Council,  the  humble  Remonjlrance 
of  the  Gentry  and  Commonalty  of  the  County  of  Cavan,  of  their  Grievances ^ 
common  xcith  other  Parts  of  this  Kingdom  of  Ireland.  , 

WHEREAS  we,  his  majefty’s  loyal  fubjefts  of  his  highnefs’s  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  have,  of  long  time,  groaned  under  many  grievances  and  preffiires, 
occafioned  by  the  rigorous  government  of  fuch  placed  over  ns,  as  refpedted 
more  the  advancement  of  their  own  private  fortunes,  than  the  honour  of  his 
majehy,  or  the  welfare  of  his  fubjedts ; whereof  we  have  heretofore  in  hum- 
ble manner  declared  ourfelves  to  his  highnefs,  by  our  agents,  fent  from  the 
parliament,  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  kingdom,  notwithftanding  which, 
we  find  ourfelves  of  late  threatened  ndth  far  greater  and  more  grievous  vex- 
ations, either  with  captivity  of  our  confciences,  or  utter  expulfion  from  our 
native  feats,  Avithout  any  juft  grounds  given  on  our  parts,  to  alter  his  ma- 
jefty’s goodnefs,  fo  long  continued  to  us.  Of  all  which,  we  find  great  canfe 
of  fears  in  the  proceedings  of  our  neighbour  nations  ; and  do  fee  it  already 
attempted  by  certain  petitioners,  for  the  like  courfe  to  be  taken  in  this  king- 
dom, for  the  effedling  thereof,  in  a compulfory  way ; fo  as  rumours  have 
caufed  fears  of  invafion  from  other  parts,  to  the  dilfolving  of  the  bond  of 
mutual  agreement,  which  hitherto  hath  been  held  inviolable,  between  the 
feveral  fubjecls  of  this  kingdom,  and  ' whereby  all  his  majefty’s  other  domi- 
nions have  been  linked  in  one.  For  the  preventing  therefore  of  fuch  evils 
growing  upon  us  in  this  kingdom,  Ave  have,  for  the  prefervation  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s honour,  and  our  OAvn  liberties,  thought  fit  to  take  into  our  hands,  for 
his  majefty’s  ufe  and  fervice,  fuch  forts  and  other  places  of  ftrength,  as  com- 
ing into  the  pofleflion  of  others,  might  prove  difadvantageous,  and  tend  to 
the  utter  undoing  of  the  kingdom  ; and  Ave  do  hereby  declare,  that  herein 
Ave  harbour  not  the  leaft  thought  of  difioyalty  toAvards  his  majefty,  or  purpofe 
any  hurt  to  his  highnefs’s  fubjedls,  in  their  poflelftons,  goods,  or  liberty ; only 
we  defire,  that  your  lordlliips  Avill  be  pleafed  to  make  remonftrances  to  his 
majefty  for  us,  of  all  our  grievances  and  juft  fears,  that  they  may  be  re- 
moved, and  fuch  a courfe  fettled  by  the  advice  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
Avhereby  the  liberty  of  our  confciences  may  be  fecure'd  unto  us,  and  A\^e  eafed 
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of  other  burdens  in  civil'  o-overnment.  As  for  the  raifchiefs  and  inconveni- 

o 

eucies,  that  have  already  happened,  through  the  diforder  of  the  common  fort 
of  people,  againft  the  Englilli  inhabitants,  or  others,  we  with  the  nobility 
and  gentlemen,  and  fuch  others  of  the  feveral  counties  of  this  kingdom,  are 
inoft  willing  and  ready  to  ufe  our  and  their  beft  endeavours  in  caufmg  reftitu- 
tion  and  fatisfaclion  to  be  made,  as  in  part  we  have  already  done. 

An  anfwer  hereunto  is  mofi;  humbly  defired,  with  fuch  prefent  expedition 
as  may,  by  your  lordlliips,  be  thought  moft  convenient,  for  avoiding  the  in- 
convenience of  the  barbaroufnefs  and  incivility  of  the  commonalty,  who  have 
committed  many  outrages,  without  any  order,  confenting,  or  privity  of 
ours.  All  which  we  leave  to  your  lordlliips’  wifdom,  and  lliall  humbly 
pray,  &c. 


No.  XXIII. 

The  Protejiation  of  the  Commons  againft  the  Preamble  hi  Favour  of  the  Earl’ 

of  Strafford.  {Page\1<^.^ 

WHEREAS  an  a6t  for  the  granting  of  four  entire  fubfidies  to  his  moft 
excellent  majefty,  by  the  temporalty  of  this  kingdom  Avas  enadted  in  the 
firft  felfion  of  this  prefent  parliament,  in  the  preamble  of  which  ad!  the  en- 
filing  branch  or  claufe  was  inferted,  viz.  “ And  particularly  in  providing  and 
“ placing  over  us  fo  juft,  Avife,  vigilant,  and  profitable  a governor,  as  the 
Right  Honourable  Sir  Thomas  WentAVorth,  Knight,  Earl  of  Straftbrd, 

“ Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  your  faid  kingdom  of  Ireland,  prefident  of  your 
“ majefty’s  councel  eftablillied  in  the  north  parts  of  your  faid  kingdom  of 
“ England,  and  one  of  your  majefty’s  moft  honourable  privy  councel  of  the 
“ fame  kingdom,  avIio  by  his  great  care  and  travail  of  body  and  mind,  fin- 
“ cere  and  upright  adminiftration  of  juftice,  Avithout  partiality,  increafe  of 
“ your  majefty’s  revenue  without  the  leaft  hurt  or  gricAance  to  any  3-our 
“ Avell-difpofed  and  loving  fubjedls,  and  our  great  comforts  and  fecurity,  by 
“ the  large  and  ample  benefits  Avhich  Ave  have  received,  and  hope  to  receive 
“ by  his  majefty’s  commilhon  of  grace  for  remedy  of  defedlive  titles,  procured 
“ hither  by  his  lordlhip  from  your  facred  majefty,  his  lordlhip’s  great  care 
“ and  pains  in  reftauration  of  the  church,  the  reinforcement  of  your  army 
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within  this  kingdom,  and  ordering  the  fame  with  fuch  fingular  and  good 
“ difcipline  as  that  it  is  now  become  a great  comfort,  ftay  and  fecurity  to 
“ this  your  whole  kingdom,  which  before  liad  an  army,  rather  in  name  than  in 
“ fubftance,  his  fupports  of  your  majefty’s  wholefome  laws  here  eftablilhed, 
“ his  encouragement  and  countenance  to  your  judges,  and  other  good  officers, 
minifters,  and  difpenfers  of  the  laws,  in  the  due  and  fincere  adminiftration 
“ of  juftice,  his  neceifary  and  juft  ftridlnefs  for  the  execution  thereof,  his 
“ due  puniffiment  of  the  contemners  of  the  fame,  and  his  care  to  relieve  and 
“ redrefs  the  poor  and  opprelfed:  for  this  your  tender  care  over  us,  Ihewed 
“ by  the  deputing  and  fupporting  of  fo  good  a governor,  we  your  faithful 
“ fubje6ts,  acknowledge  ourfelves  more  bound,  than  we  can  with  tongue  or 
pen  exprefs.”  The  knights,  citizens,  and  burgeffes  in  parliament  alfembled, 
do  hereby  declare  and  proteft,  that  Thomas  Earl  of  Strafford,  lord  lieutenant 
general,  and  general  governor  of  this  kingdom,  before  fuch  time  as  the  faid 
n,6l  (being  formerly  tranfmitted  into  England,  and  returned  from  thence) 
was  read  or  known  in  parliament,  and  before  him  the  Lord  Dillon,  of  Kil- 
kenny-weft,  and  Chriftopher  Wandsford,  Efq.,  then  lords  juftices  of  this 
kingdom,  did  in  feveral  fpeeches,  declare  and  fignify  unto  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  his  majefty’s  urgent  and  great  occafions,  and  the  near  and  ap- 
proaching danger,  that  this  realm  was  hidden ly  to  be  invaded  by  the  Scots; 
whereupon,  and  before  the  faid  aft  was  read  or  known,  as  aforefaid,  four 
intire  fubfidies  were  freely,  chearfully,  and  unanimoufly  granted  in  parlia- 
ment, and  thereupon,  and  not  before  the  faid  aft  was  read  and  made  known 
in  the  floufe  of  Commons,  and  that  their  natural  and  fervent  zeal  and  devo- 
tion to  his  majefty’s  fervice,  and  the  fears  of  the  faid  declared  imminent 
danger,  and  the  inconveniencies  which  they  fufpefted  might  enfue,  if  they 
had  then  excepted  againft  the  faid  part  of  the  preamble  concerning  the  Earl 
of  Strafford,  and  exp.efted  a new  tranfmiftion,  as  a ftatute  of  force  here  in 
fuch  cafes  doth  require,  did  occafion  and  enforce  their  filence,  and  not  then 
fpeaking  or  protefting  againft  the  faid  part  of  the  preamble  which  was  cau- 
tioufly  and  furreptitioufly,  as  to  this  houfe,  for  fo  much  thereof  as  concerns 
the  faid  Earl  of  Sti'afford  only,  inferted  in  the  faid  preamble,  and  of  purpofe 
to  prevent  and  anticipate  the  juft  and  univerfal  complaints  of  his  majefty’s 
raoft  faithful,  dutiful,  and  loving  fubjefts  of  this  kingdom;  and  that  the  faid 
part  of  the  preamble  was  contrived,  penned,  and  inferted  as  aforefaid  frau- 
dulently, without  the  privity  of  the  houfe,  either  by  the  faid  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford 
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ford  hiiiifelf,  or  by  fome  other  perfon  or  perfons  advifers,  procurers,  and  a6tors 
of,  and  in  the  manifold  and  general  grievances  and  opprelfions  of  this  his 
inajefty’s  kingdom,  by  the  direction  and  privity  of  the  faid  earl.  And  the 
faid  knights,  citizens,  burgefles  aflembled,  as  aforefaid,  do  further  declare 
and  make  this  their  proteftation,  that  this  kingdom,  at  fuch  time  as  the  faid 
Earl  of  Strafford  tirft  obtained  the  government  thereof,  was  in  a flouriiliing, 
^^’ealthy,  and  happy  eftate,  and  that,  fince  the  faid  Earl  of  Strafford’s  govern- 
ment, he  the  faid  Earl  of  Strafford,  his  advifers,  councellors,  and  minifters, 
liave  altered  the  face  of  the  government  of  the  faid  kingdom,  by  the  intro- 
ducing of  a new,  unlawful,  arbitrary,  and  tyrannical  government,  by  the 
determination  of  all  or  moft  caufes  upon  paper  petitions,  and  other  unjuft 
and  unwarrantable  proceedings  and  aftions,  to  the  particular  profit  of  him- 
felf  and  his  minifters,  tending  to  the  great  impoverilhment  and  deftru6lion 
of  his  majefty’s  faid  fubjects,  in  their  lands,  goods,  lives,  and  juft  liberties,  and 
to  the  I'ubverfion  of  the  former  laudable,  mild,  and  legal  government,  for 
many  ages  paft,  fettled  and  eftablilhed  in  this  kingdom  by  his  moft  excellent 
majefty,  and  his  royal  progenitors  and  predeceffors,  kings,  and  queens  of 
England  and  Ireland,  and  that  the  faid  Earl  of  Strafford,  and  his  councellors, 
advifers,  and  minifters  aforefaid,  by,  and  by  occafion  of  the  faid  innovations, 
and  new  form  of  unjuft  government,  have,  beyond  all  meafure  and  modera- 
tion, advanced  and  enriched  themfelves,  by  extortions,  oppreffions,  and  all 
forts  of  injuftice,  to  the  general  grief,  difcontent,  and  deftmdtion  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s faid  faithful  people  of  this  kingdom.  And  the  faid  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgeffes,  do  further  declare  and  proteft,  and  have  a fettled,  firm,  and 
immoveable  faith  and  belief,  that  his  moft  excellent  majefty,  in  his  pious 
intention  and  inclination  to  his  faid  people  did  place,  conftitute,  and  conti- 
nue the  faid  Earl  of  Strafford  in  the  faid  government,  to  the  intent  and 
purpofe,  that  the  faid  earl  ffiould  carry  and  demean  himfelf  a juft,  upright, 
and  equal  governor  of  the  faid  kingdom,  according  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  force  in  this  kingdom,  and  in  no  other  fort  or  manner;  and  that  the  faid 
Earl  of  Strafford,  his  councellors,  advifers,  aftors,  and  minifters  aforefaid,  did 
manage  the  moft  weighty  affairs  of  this  kingdom,  during  the  time  of  the  faid 
earl  his  faid  government,  diredly  contrary  to  his  faid  majefty’s  pious  inten- 
tions. And  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgeffes,  do  further  proteft  and 
declare,  that  as  for  and  concerning  fo  much  of  the  preamble  of  the  faid  a6t, 
as  doth  concern  his  moft  excellent  majefty  alone,  and  likewife  tire  body  of  the 
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faid  a6l,  for  granting  of  the  faid  fubfidies,  that  they  are  now  as  glad  and 
chearful  for  to  have  paffed  and  granted  the  fame,  as  in  or  by  the  faid  a6t,  or 
in  or  by  their  former  declarations,  they  have  exprelfed,  and  will,  unto  all 
honourable  and  necelfary  occafions  of  his  majefty,  in  parliament  contribute 
dheir  bed;  endeavours  and  affiftance. 

And  the  faid  knights,  citizens,  and  burgeifes,  do  hereby  authorize  and  re- 
quire their  committee,  now  attending  his  majefty,  for  to  prefent  unto  his 
majefty  this  their  proteftation,  and  proofs  thereof,  by  particular  inftances,  if 
the  fame  be  required  and  necelfary ; and  likewife  to  prefent  unto  his  majefty 
their  humble  requeft,  that  an  a6t  may  pafs  in  this  prefent  parliament,  for  the 
revoking,  vacating,  and  taking  from  the  records  of  parliament,  the  before 
recited  part  of  the  preamble,  concerning  the  faid  Earl  of  Straftbrd  and  his 
government,  and  likewife  to  become  moft  humble  fuitors  to  his  moft  excel- 
lent majefty,  that  neitlier  the  faid  Earl  of  Strafford,  nor  any  of  his  faid 
advifers,  councellors,  or  minifters,  as  perfons,  who  in  all  things  ferved  their 
own  turns,  and  deceived  his  majefty,  and  who  are  moft  hateful  and  infup- 
portable  to  his  faid  people,  may  have  any  thing  to  do  in  councelling,  advi- 
fing,  or  afting  with,  or  concerning  the  gov^ernment  of  this  kingdom,  or  the 
affairs  thereof;  and  that  the  contrivers,  advifers,  and  actors  of  the  faid  part 
•of  the  preamble  concerning  the  faid  Earl  of  Strafford  and  his  government, 
the  fame  being  furreptitioufly,  as  to  this  houfe,  inferted,  as  aforefaid,  may  be 
difeovered,  impeached,  and  puniflied  for  the  fame,  and  other  their  offences 
.and  mifdemeanors  according  to  the  juftice  and  courfe  of  parliament. 


No.  XXIV. 

II/s  Majejiy's  Letter  touching  the  Graces.  (P.  131.) 

Charles  Rex. 

RIGHT  trufty  and  well  beloved  councellors,  we  greet  you 
well.  Whereas  humble  fuit  hath  been  made  unto  us  by  the  committees  of 
the  lords  and  commons,  in  parliament  affembled  in  that  our  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  among  other  particulars,  for  the  obtaining  of  the  benefit  of  certain 
inftru6tions  and  graces,  by  us  promifed,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign,  to  our 
fubjefts  of  that  kingdom ; which  they  alledge  they  have  not  hitherto  fully 
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enjoyed,  according  to  our  gracious  intention;  and  their  faid  fuit,  for  enjoy- 
ing the  faid  graces,  being  by  us  taken  into  ferious  confideration,  after  great 
deliberation,  and  the  advice  of  our  privy  council  thereupon  heard,  we  have 
thought  lit,  by  thefe  our  letters,  to  declare,  that  all  and  every  of  our  fubjefts 
of  that  our  kingdom  lliall,  from  henceforth,  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  faid 
graces,  according  to  the  true  intention  thereof.  And  it  is  our  royal  Avill  and 
pleafure,  that  the  fame  be  now  fettled,  as  may  moll  conduce  to  the  future 
feciirity  of  our  faid  fiibjefts,  ellates,  and  the  good  of  that  our  kingdom. 
And  to  the  end,  that  our  princely  promife  palled  unto  them,  in  the  parts 
thereof  herein  exprelled,  may  the  more  fpeedily  be  performed,  we  thereby 
will  and  require  you,  that  forthwith  feveral  bills  be  tranfmitted  from  you, 
our  jullices  and  our  council  there,  for  fecuring  unto  our  faid  fubjedts  in  par- 
liament, fuch  particulars,  as  in  thefe  our  letters  are  contained,  &c. 


No.  XXV. 

The  Orders  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  Englifi  Parliament  to  the  Lords 

Jufices  of  Ireland.  (P.  140.) 

THE  lords  and  commons  in  this  prefent  parliament,  being  advertifed  of 
the  dangerous  confpiracy  and  rebellion  in  Ireland,  by  the  treacherous  and 
wicked  inftigation  of  Romilli  priells,  for  the  bloody  malfacre  and  deftruction 
of  all  Proteftants  living  there,  and  other  his  majelly’s  loyal  fubje6ls  of  Eng- 
lilli  blood,  though  of  the  llomilli  religion,  being  ancient  inhabitants  wdthin 
feveral  counties  and  parts  of  that  realm,  wdio  have  always  in  former  rebellions 
given  teftimony  of  their  fidelity  to  this  crowm ; and  for  the  utter  depriving 
of  his  royal  majefty,  and  the  crown  of  England,  from  the  government  of  that 
kingdom,  (under  pretence  of  fetting  u]).the  Popifii  religion)  have  therefore 
taken  into  their  ferious  confideration,  how  thofe  mifehievous  attempts  might 
be  moft  fpeedily  and  efie6lually  prevented,  wdierein  the  honour,  and  intereft  of 
this  kingdom,  arc  moft  nearly  and  fully  concerned. 

M'herefore  they  do  hereby  declare,  that  they  do  intend  to  ferve  his 
majefty  w'ith  their  lives  and  fortunes,  for  the  fupprefling  of  this  wicked  rebel- 
lion, in  fuch  a way  as  fiiall  be  moft  effedtual,  by  the  wnfdom  and  authority  of 
parliament,  and  thereupon  have  ordered  and  provided  for  a piefeiit  fup[)ly  of 
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money,  and  raifing  the  number  of  hx  thoufand  foot,  and  two  thoufand  horle, 
to  be  fent  from  England,  being  the  full  proportion  defired  by  the  lords  juf- 
tices,  and  his  majefty’s  council  refident  in  that  kingdom,  with  a refolution  to 
add  fucli  further  fuccours,  as  the  necelfity  of  thefe  affairs  fliall  require. 
They  have  alfo  refolved  of  providing  arms  and  munition,  not  only  for  thofe 
men,  but  likewife  for  his  majehy’s  faithful  fubje6ls  in  that  kingdom,  with 
ftore  of  vi6tuals,  and  other  ueceifaries,  as  there  lliall  be  occafion;  and  that 
thefe  provifions  may  more  conveniently  be  tranfported  thither,  they  have 
appointed  three  feveral  ports  of  this  kingdom,  that  is  to  fay,  Briftol,  Weft- 
chefter,  and  one  other  in  Cumberland,  where  the  magazines  and  ftorehoufes 
lhall  be  kept,  for  the  fupply  of  the  feveral  parts  of  Ireland.  They  have  like- 
wife refolved  to  be  humble  mediators  to  his  moft  excellent  majefty,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  thofe  Englilli  or  Irilli,  who  fhall,  upon  their  own  charges-, 
raife  any  number  of  horfe  or  foot,  for  his  fervice,  againft  the  rebels,  that  they 
lhall  be  honourably  rewarded  with  lands  or  inheritance  in  Ireland,  according 
to  their  merits.  And  for  the  better  inducing  the  rebels  to  repent  of  their 
wicked  attempts,  they  do  hereby  commend  it  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, or,  in  his  abfence,  to  the  lord  deputy  or  lords  juftices  there,  according 
to  the  power  of  the  commiflion  granted  in  that  behalf,  to  beftow  his  majefty’s 
gracious  pardon  to  all  fuch  as,  within  a convenient  time  (to  be  declared  by  the 
lord  lieutenant,  or  lord  deputy,  or  lords  juftices  and  council  of  that  kingdom) 
lhall  return  to  their  due  obedience;  the  greater  part  thereof,  they  conceive, 
have  been  feduced  upon  falfe  grounds,  by  the  cunning  and  fubtile  practices 
of  fome  of  the  moft  malignant  rebels,  enemies  to  this  ftate,  and  to  the  re- 
formed religion ; and  likewife  to  beftow  fuch  rewards  as  diall  be  thought  lit 
and  publillied  by  the  lord  lieutenant,  lord  deputy,  or  lords  juftices  and  coun- 
cil, upon  all  thofe,  who  lhall  arreft  the  perfons,  or  bring  the  heads  of  fuch 
treaytors,  as  lliall  be  perfonally  named  in  any  proclamation  publillied  by  the 
ftate  there. 

And  they  do  hereby  exhort  and  require  all  his  majefty’s  loving  fubjeds, 
both  in  this  and  in  that  kingdom,  to  remember  their  duty  and  confcience  to 
God  and  his  religion. 


APPENDIX. 


83 


No.  XXVI. 


The  Oath  taken  by  the  Irijh.  {Page  141.) 

I A.  B.  do,  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God  and  all  the  faints  and  angels 
in  Heaven,  promife,  vow,  fwear,  and  proteft,  to  maintain  and  defend,  as  far 
as  I may,  Avith  my  life,  poAver,  and  eftate,  the  public  and  free  exercife  of  the 
true  and  Roman  Catholic  religion,  againft  all  perfons  that  tliall  oppofe  the 
fame.  I further  fwear,  that  I Avill  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  our 
fovereign  lord  King  Charles,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors  ; and  that  I Avill  defend 
him  and  them  as  far  as  I may,  with  my  life,  poAver,  and  eftate,  againft  all  fuch 
perfons  as  lhall  attempt  any  thing  againft  their  royal  perfons,  honours,  eftates, 
and  dignities,  and  againft  all  fuch  as  ftiall  diredtly  or  indiredtly  endeavor  to 
fupprefs  the  royal  prerogative,  or  do  any  a6t  or  a6ts  contrary  to  regal  govern- 
ment; as  alfo  the  poAver  and  privileges  of  parliament,  the  laAvful  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  fubjedts,  and  every  perfon,  that  makes  this  a^oav,  oath,  and 
proteftation,  in  Avhatfoever  he  ftiall  do,  in  the  laAvful  purftjance  of  the  fame. 
And  to  my  poAver,  as  far  as  I may,  I Avill  oppofe,  and  by  all  means  and  Avays 
endeavor  to  bring  to  condign  puniftiment,  even  to  the  lofs  of  life,  and  liberty, 
and  eftate,  all  fuch  as  ftiall  either  by  force,  pra6lice,  plots,  confpiracies,  or 
otherAvdfe,  do  or  attempt  any  thing  to  the  contrary  of  any  article,  claufe,  or 
any  thing  in  this  prefent  voaa^,  oath,  or  proteftation  contained.  So  God  me 
help. 


No.  XXVIl. 

Lord  Clanricarde’s  Letter  to  the  King.  {Page  141.) 

]\Iay  it  please  a"our  Majesty, 

THE  5th  of  this  prefent  Avas  a day  of  great  comfort  and 
confolation  to  me,  receiving  aftlirance  (by  your  majefty’s  diredtion)  from  my 
Lord  Falkland,  that  your  majefty  Aras  pleafed  to  hold  a gracious  opinion  of 
my  endeavours  and  proceedings  for  your  fervice;  and  that  the  diftradlion  of 
the  times,  and  not  difpleafure,  diverted  the  courfc  of  your  majefty’s  favours 
tOAvards  me,  Avhich,  in  my  oavii  thoughts,  gave  me  very  high  fatisfadlion,  and 
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requires  my  humble  acknowledgements  ; and  if  your  majefty  had  referved  the 
reducing  of  this  kingdom  to  our  own  power  and  management,  I do  confi- 
dently prefume,  that  as  you  have  honoured  me  with  this  goveinment,  fo  your 
majefty  would  have  long  fince  intrufted  me  with  means  and  ability  to  dif- 
charge  the  duty  of  my  place,  and  to  appear  confiderable  in  your  fervice;  but, 
as  it  is  now'  governed,  though  many  tliere  are  moft  near  unto  me  in  blood, 
and,  as  I conceive,  fine  to  me  in  friendfiiip  and  affedtion,  yet  I apparently 
find  (filch  is  the  difpofition  of  the  times)  let  my  endeavours  be  never  fo  in- 
dultrious  and  faithful,  I fliall  never  attain  to  any  truft  or  employment  that 
may  gain  me  honour  by  my  fervice,  nor  any  fupport  to  eafe  my  infinite 
charge,  w'hieh  hath  already  confumed  both  my  fortune  and  credit. 

I have  written  to  my  Lord  of  Falkland,  and  fent  him  feveral  papers,  that 
will  give  fome  account  of  my  proceedings  fince  my  laft  difpatch,  and  the 
motives,  that  guided  me  to  the  courfes  I have  taken,  being  left  to  myfelf, 
AV’ithout  either  ftrength  or  intelligence;  and  there  I hope  faith  and  duty  will 
appear,  though  accompanied  with  error  and  difability.  Thofe  of  moft  im- 
portance, wherein  I moft  defire  to  juftify  myfelf,  concern  the  arrival  of  the 
Lord  Forbes  to  the  Bay  of  Galway,  wfith  the  title  of  lieutenant  general  of  the 
additional  forces. 

And  unto  your  majefty,  I prefume  to  fend  herewith  a copy  of  the  fub- 
miftion  his  lordlhip  required  from  Galway.  The  motives  of  my  proceedings 
wfith  his  lordfiiip,  and  a note  of  particulars  I have  fent  unto  my  Lord  of 
Falkland,  that  your  majefty  may  be  informed  at  your  beft  leifure  of  wLat  you 
lhall  pleafe  to  make  choice  of.  I underftand,  that  thofe  forces  were  fent  at 
the  requeft,  and  upon  the  charge  of  the  city  of  London;  and  whether  they 
were  fo  fair  in  your  majefty’s  favour  as  to  have  fuch  an  important  place  put 
into  their  hands,  and  taken  out  of  my  government,  intrufted  to  me  by  your 
majefty,  appeared  very  doubtful  unto  me,  and  inclined  me  rather  to  a refpec- 
tive  refufal  of  fuch  aftiftance,  untill  I received  fome  further  intimation  of 
your  pleafiire,  whether  it  be  a neceftary  part  of  my  duty  to  receive  all  acci- 
dental forces,  or  to  attend  thofe  fupplies,  that  may  be  properly  aftigned  for 
this  place,  and  that  I may  have  fome  intereft  or  command  over  them ; otherwife 
I have  caufe  to  fear  much  danger  and  prejudice  by  the  violence  ofiered  by 
fome  here,  and  more  frequently  in  other  places. 

After  a long  expectation,  the  natives  of  thefe  parts  finding  no  pow'er  or 
aftiftance  coming  or  appointed  for  me,  nor  no  inftruCtion  or  declaration  di- 
rected 
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re6Ied  to  me  under  your  royal  fignature,  neither  intreaties,  threats,  nor  pro- 
teftations  can  perfuade  or  draw  moh  men  from  the  belief,  that  they  do  really 
ferve  your  majefty,  that  are  in  this  prefent  commotion,  and  that  I do  adhere 
to  thofe  that  hand  in  oppofition  to  your  majehy,  in  regard  that  my  brother 
hath  fo  far  caft  liimfelf  into  your  majehy 's  difpleafure  (which  I cannot  men- 
tion hut  with  a deep  imprehion  of  grief  and  amazement),  and  that  your  ma- 
jehy’s  fort  at  Galway  is  no  more  at  your  own  difpofal,  but  in  the  hands  of 
your  enemies,  by  the  correfpondency  between  the  Lord  Forbes  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  fort;  and  moh  are  fo  carried  with  thefe  opinions,  that  I have 
gotten  the  hatred  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  though  moh  faithful,  yet  leah 
able  to  ferve  your  majefty,  or  defend  myfelf.  And  fuch  is  the  dihra6led  ap- 
prehenfion  of  thefe  people,  that  though  many  are  inclining  to  fall  off,  in 
Avhom  I repofed  much  conhdence;  and  that  few  Avill  pay  any  exa6l  obedi- 
ence; and  that  opprehed  by  multitudes,  I may  this  Avinter  be  in  danger  to  be 
fhut  up  or  befieged;  yet,  if  a’ows  or  protehations  may  gain  belief,  I fhould  be 
folloAA^ed  by  thoufands  to  ferve  your  majehy  in  any  other  place.  But  as  the 
hate  of  this  kingdom  hands,  fuch  is  their  fenfe  of  the  oppofition  given  to 
your  majefty  by  fome  faftion  in  your  parliament,  of  the  injuftice  done  them 
by  thofe,  that  govern  here,  and  the  general  dehru6tion  conceived  to  be  de- 
figned  againh  the  natives,  that  ahnoft  the  Avhole  kingdom  are  united  into 
one  refolute  body  to  gain  their  preferA’ation,  or  fell  their  lives  at  the  dcareft 
rates. 

I giA'e  your  majehy  moh  humble  thanks  for  the  licence  I haA'e  receiA'ed  for 
my  repair  into  England;  but  the  land  pahages  to  Dublin  being  hopt,  and 
the  time  of  the  year  far  fpent,  Avhich  make  the  long  A^oyage  by  fea  moh  dan- 
gerous and  troublefome  for  Avomen  and  children,  I refolved  between  two  ex- 
tremes to  keep  my  family  here  till  fummer;  but  if  your  majehy  find  no 
incon\’enience  there,  by  my  attendance  upon  you  in  England,  Avhich  I knoAV 
not  hoAr  to  judge  of  at  this  dihance,  being  debarred  fir-e  intelligence,  I 
Ihould  myfelf  be  glad  to  Avait  upon  your  majehy,  to  reprefent  fome  things 
unto  you,  that  I conceiAe  might  be  of  adA^antnge  to  your  fervice,  Avhicli  I 
luunbly  fubmit  to  your  majefty 's  confideration.  And  for  my  oavii  particular, 
God  is  my  Avitnefs,  I have  no  other  aim  nor  end  but  merely  to  approve  niy- 
fclf  ferviceable,  and  moh  conftantly  loyal  to  your  majeliy;  and  but  for  tiiefe 
rel’pe61s,  I Ihould  not  care  Iioaa^  foon  I paid  nature  that  dv.  bt,  A\  hich  nuih  be 
at  lalt  difeharged  ; and  if  it  pleafe  God  to  haften  me  from  thefe  imferies,  and 

that 


APPENDIX. 


e6 

that  I may  not  repair  unto  your  majefty,  I tliall  confidently  trufl;  in  your 
grace  and  goodnefs,  that  your  majefly  will  vouchfafe  to  take  my  wife  and 
children  into  your  royal  care  and  protection ; and  likewife  the  heir  male  of 
a never  tainted  family,  whofe  carriage  and  difpofition  will,  I hope,  deferve 
your  majefty ’s  favour. 

And  pardoning  my  prefent  prefumption,  whilft  I have  life  I vdll  conftantly 
offer  up  my  prayers  and  vows  for  your  majefty ’s  prefervation  from  all  dan- 
gers, and  that  you  may  appear  in  full  power  and  glory,  anfwerable  to  the 
birth  and  virtues  of  fo  great  a monarch,  and  your  majefty  may  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  conceive  it  want  of  ability  and  means  of  expreffion,  and  no  failing 
of  duty  or  affeClion,  if  I do  not  clearly  approve  myfelf. 

Your  majefty’s  moft  humble  and  faithful 
Laughreagh,  the  26th  fubjeCt  and  fervant, 

of  October,  l642.  Clanricarde  and  St. Albans. 


No.  XXVIII. 

The  llemonjirance  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  delivered  to  His  Majeffs 
Commifjioners,  at  Trym,  17  th  of  March,  l642.  {Page  142.) 

To  the  King's  Mof  Excellent  Majfiy. 

Most  gratious  Sovereigns, 

WEE  your  majeftie’s  moft  dutifull  and  loyall  fubjeCts,  the 
Catholiques  of  your  highnefs’  kingdome  of  Ireland,  being  neceffitated  to  take 
armes  for  the  prefervation  of  our  religion,  the  maintenance  of  your  majeftie’s 
rights  and  prerogatives,  the  natural  and  juft  defence  of  our  lives  and  eftates, 
and  the  liberties  of  our  country,  have  often  fince  the  beginning  of  thefe 
troubles,  attempted  to  prefent  our  humble  complaynts  unto  your  royal  view, 
but  M'e  are  fruftrated  of  our  hopes  therein  by  the  power  and  vigilance  of  our 
adverfaryes  (the  now  lords  juftices  and  other  minifters  of  ftate  in  this  king- 
dom), who  by  the  aftiftance  of  the  malignant  partie  in  England,  noAv  in 
armes  againft  your  royall  perfon,  with  lefs  difficultie  to  obtain  the  bad  ends 
they  propofed  to  themfeives,  of  extirpateing  our  religion  and  nation,  have 
hitherto  debarred  us  of  any  accefs  to  vour  majefiy’sjuftice,  which  occafioned 
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die  effufion  of  fo  much  innocent  blood,  and  other  mifchiefs  in  this  your 
kingdom;  and  that  otherwife  might  well  bee  prevented.  And  whereas  of 
late  notice  was  fent  unto  us  of  a commiiTion  granted  by  your  majefty  to  tlio 
Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Marques  of  Ormond,  and  others,  authorizing 
them  to  heare  what  we  lhall  fay  or  propound,  and  the  fame  to  tranfmit  to 
your  majeftie  in  Avriting,  Avhich  your  majeftie’s  gratious  and  princely  favor, 
wee  finde  to  be  accompanyed  with  thefe  Avords,  viz.  (albeit  wee  doe  extreamly 
detejl  the  odious  rebellion,  which  the  recufants  of  Ireland  have,  without  ground 
or  colour,  raifed  agabift  us,  our  croxcn  and  dignitie)  ; AAdiich  words  Avee  doe  in 
all  Immilitie  conceiA^e  to  have  proceeded  from  the  mifreprefentations  of  our 
adverfaries,  and  therefore  do  proteft,  Ave  have  been  therein  malicioully  tra— 
-duced  to  your  majeftie,  having  nev’^^er  entertained  any  rebellious  thought 
againft  your  majefty,  your  croAvne  or  dignitie,  but  allways  have  been,  and' 
ever  Avill  continue,  your  majeftie’s  moft  faithfull  and  loyall  fubje61s,  and  doe 
moft  humbly  befeech  your  majeftie  foe  to  OAvne  and  avoAve  us,  and  as  fuch  Avee' 
prefent  unto  your  majeftie  thefe  enfueing  grievances  and  caufes  of  the  pre-' 
fent  diftempers. 

Imprimis.  The  Catholiques  of  this  kingdome,  Avhom  no  reAvard  could  in- 
vite, no  perfecution  could  inforce,  to  forfake  that  religion  profefled  by  them 
and  their  anceftors  for  thirteen  hundred  years  or  thereabouts,  are,  lince  the 
fecond  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  Queene  Elizabeth,  made  incapable  of  places  of 
honour  or  truft,  in  church  or  commonAvealth,  their  nobles  become  contempti- 
ble, their  gentry  debarred  from  learning  in  univerftties,  or  public  fchools- 
within  this  kingdom,  their  younger  brothers  put  by  all  manner  of  employ- 
ment in  their  native  country,  and  neceflitated  (to  their  great  difcomfort  and 
impoverilhment  of  their  land)  to  leek  education  and  fortune  abroad,  mis- 
fortunes made  incident  to  the  faid  Catholiques  of  Ireland  only  (their  num- 
bers, qualitie,  and  loyaltie  conftdered)  of  all  the  nations  of  Chriftendome. 

2dly.  That  by  this  incapacitie,  Avhich  in  refpect  of  their  religion  was  im- 
pofed  upon  the  faid  Catholiques,  men. of  meane  condition  and  qualitie,  for 
the  moft  part,  Avere,  in  this  kingdome,  employed  in  places  of  the  greateft  ho- 
nour and  truft,  Avho  being  to  begin  a fortune,  built  it  ou  the  ruins  of  the 
Catholic  natives,  att  all  times  lying  open  to  be  difcountenanced,  and 
Avrought  upon,  and  Avho  (becaufe  they  Acould  feeme  to  be  carefull  of  the 
government)  did  from  tyme  to  tyme  fuggeft  fallc  and  malicious  matters 
againft  them,  to  render  them  fufpe(5i;ed  and  odious  in  England;  from  whicli 
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ungrounded  informations,  and  their  many  other  ill  offices,  thefe  mifchiefs  hav’C 
befallen  the  Catholiques  of  Ireland.  Firh,  the  oppofition  given  to  all  the 
graces  and  favours,  that  your  majeffie  or  your  late  royall  father  promifed  or 
intended  to  the  natives  of  this  kingdom;  fecondly,  the  procuring  falfe  inqui- 
fitions,  upon  feigned  titles  of  their  eftates  againft  many  hundred  years  pof- 
feffion,  and  no  travers  or  petition  of  right  admitted  thereunto,  and  jurors 
denying  to  find  fuch  offices  were  cenfured  even  to  publique  infainie  and 
ruin  of  their  eftates,  the  finding  thereof  being  againft  their  confciences  and 
their  evidences,  and  nothing  inuft  ftand  againft  fuch  offices  taken  of  great 
and  confiderable  parts  of  the  kingdome,  but  letters  pattent  under  the  great 
feale;  and  if  letters  patent  were  produced  fas  in  moft  cafes  they  were)  none 
muft  be  allowed  valid,  nor  yet  fought  to  be  legally  avoided,  foe  that  of  late 
times  by  the  underhand  working  of  Sir  William  Parfons,  knight,  now  one  of 
the  lords  juftices  here,  and  the  arbitrary  illegal  power  of  the  two  impeached 
judges  in  parliament  and  others  drawn  by  their  advife  and  counfell,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  letters  pattents  were  avoyded  one  morning,  which  courfe  con- 
tinued untill  all  the  patents  of  the  kingdome,  to  a few,  were  by  them  and 
their  aifociates  declared  void;  fuch  was  the  care  thofe  minifters  had  of  your 
majeftie's  great  feale,  being  the  publique  faith  of  the  kingdome.  This  way 
of  fervice  in  fliew  only  pretended  for  your  majeftie,  proved  to  your  dilfervice 
and  to  the  immoderate,  and  too  tymely  advancement  of  the  faid  minifters  of 
ftate  and  their  adherents,  and  nearly  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  faid  Catholiques. 

3dly.  That  whereas  your  majeftie's  late  royall  father.  King  James,  having 
a princely  and  fatherly  care  of  this  kingdome,  was  gratioufly  pleafed  to 
graunt  feverall  large  and  beneficiall  commiffions.,  under  the  great  feale  of 
England,  and  feveral  inftructions,  and  letters  under  his  privie  lignett,  for 
pafiing  and  fecuring  the  eftates  of  his  fubje6ts  here  by  letters  pattents  under 
the  great  feale,  and  letters  pattents  accordingly  were  thereof  pafted,  fynes 
payed,  old  rentes  encreafed,  and  new  rents  referved  to  the  crowne;  and  the 
faid  late  king  v^as  further  gratioully  pleafed,  att  feveral  .tymes,  to  fend  divers 
honourable  perfons  of  integritie,  knowledge  and  experience,  to  examine  the 
grie\  ances  of  this  kingdome,  and  to  fettle  and  eftablifii  a courfe  for  redrefs 
thereof;  and  whereas  your  majeftie  was  gratioufly  pleafed,  in  the  fourth  yeare 
of  youre  reign,  to  vouchfafe  a favourable  heareing  to  the  grievances  prefented 
unto  you,  by  agents  from  this  kingdome,  and  thereupon  did  grant  many 
graces  and  favours  unto  your  fubjedls  thereof,  for  fecurities  of  their  eftates, 
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and  redrefs  for  remove  of  thofe  heavy  prelTures,  under  which  they  have  long 
groaned ; which  afts  of  jutlice  and  grace  extended  to  this  people  by  your 
inajeftie,  and  your  faid  royal  father,  did  afford  them  great  content,  yett  fuch 
was,  and  is  yett  the  immortall  hatred  of  fome  of  the  faid  ininiftei  s of  hate, 
and  efpecially  of  Sir  William  Parfons,  the  faid  impeached  judges  and  their 
adherents  to  any  welfare  and  happinefs  of  this  nation,  and  their  ambition 
to  make  themfelves  hill  greater  and  richer,  by  the  total  mine  and  extirpation 
of  this  people,  that  under  pretence  of  your  majeftie’s  fervice,  the  public  faith 
involved  in  thofe  grants  were  violated,  and  the  grace  and  goodnefs  intended 
by  two  glorious  kings  fucceffively,  to  a faithfull  people,  made  unprofitable. 

4th.  The  illegal,  arbitary,  and  unlawfull  proceedings  of  the  faid  Sir  Wil- 
liam Parfons,  and  one  of  the  faid  impeached  judges,  and  their  adherents  and 
inftruments,  in  the  court  of  wards,  and  the  many  wilfully  erroneous  decrees 
and  judgments  of  that  court,  by  which  the  heirs  of  Catholique  noblemen  an4 
other  Catholiques  were  mofl  cruelly  and  tyrannically  dealt  withall,  deftrqyed 
in  their  eftates,  and  bred  in  diffolution  and  ignorance,  their  parents  debts 
unfatisfied,  their  younger  brothers  and  fillers  left  wholly  unprovided  for,  the 
auncient  and  appearing  tenures  of  mefne  lords  unregarded,  eftates  valid  in 
law  an.d  made  for  valuable  confiderations  avoyded  againfl  law,  and  the  whole 
land  filled  upp  with  the  frequent  fwarmsof  exheators,  feodaryes,  purfuivants, 
and  others,  by  authoritie  of  that  court. 

5th.  The  faid  Catholitiues,  notwithflanding  the  lieavy  preffures  before- 
mentioned,  and  other  grievances  in  part  reprefented  to  your  inajeftie  by  the 
late  committees  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  of  this  king-dome,  (whereunto 
they  humbly  defire  that  relation  being  had,  and  redrefs  obtained  therein)  did 
readyly  and  without  reludlance  or  repineing  contribute  to  all  the  fubfidies, 
loaiies,  and  other  extraordinary  graunts  made  to  your  inajeftie  in  this  king- 
dome,  fince  the  beginning  of  your  reigne,  amounting  unto  well  neare  one 
million  of  poundes,  over  and  above  your  majeflie’s  revenue,  both  certain  and 
cafual,  and  although  the  faid  Catholiques  were  in  parliament  and  otherwife 
the  moft  forward  in  graunting  the  faid  fummes,  and  did  beare  nine  parts  of 
ten  in  the  payments  thereof,  yet  fuch  was  the  power  of  their  adverfaryes,  and 
the  advantage  they  gained  by  the  opportunity  of  their  continuall  addrefs  to 
your  majefty,  to  encreafe  their  reputation  by  getting  in  of  thofe  monies,  and 
their  authoritie  in  the  diflribution  thereof  to  your  majeftie’s  great  differvice, 
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that  they  aflfumecl  to  themfelves  to  be  the  prociirors  thereof,  and  reprefented 
the  faid  Catholiques  as  obftinate  and  refraftory. 

6th.  The  army  raifed  for  your  majeftie’s  fervice  here,  *at  the  great  charge 
of  the  king-dome,  was  ditbanded  by  the  preffing  importunitie  of  the  malignant 
partie  in  England,  not  giving  way,  that  your  majeftie  diould  take  a defire 
therein  with  the  parliament  here,  alledging  the  faid  army  was  Popifli,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  trufled,  and  although  the  world  could  witnefs  the  unwar- 
rantable and  unexampled  invafion  made  by  the  malignant  partie  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  England,  upon  your  majellie’s  honour,  rights,  prerogatives,  and  prin- 
cipal flowers  of  your  crown ; and  that  the  faid  Sir  William  Parfons,  Sir  Adam 
Loftus,  knight,  your  majeftie’s  vice-treafurer  of  this  kingdome,  and  others 
their  adherents,  did  declare,  that  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  Scots  was  to  arrive 
in  this  kingdome,  to  force  the  faid  Catholiques  to  change  their  religion,  and 
that  Ireland  could  never  doe  well  without  a rebellion,  to  the  end  the  remaine 
of  the  natives  thereof  might  be  extirpated,  and  wagers  were  laid  at  a general 
aftize  and  publique  meetings  by  fome  of  them  then  and  now  employed  in 
places  of  greate  profitt  and  truft  in  this  kingdome,  that  within  one  yeare  no 
Catholique  fliould  be  left  in  Ireland;  and  that  they  faw  the  ancient  and 
unqueftionable  privileges  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  unjuftly  and  againft 
law  encroached  uppon,  by  the  orders,  a61s  and  proceedings  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament  in  England  in  fending  for  and  queftioning  to  and  in  that  parlia- 
ment, the  members  of  the  parliament  of  this  kingdome,  fitting  the  parliament 
here ; and  that  by  fpeeches,  and  orders  printed  by  authoritie  of  both  houfes 
in  England,  it  v^as  declared,  that  Ireland  was  bound  by  the  ftatutes  made  in 
England,  if  named;  which  is  contrary  to  knowen  truth,  and  the  laAvs  here 
fettled  for  foure  hundred  years  and  upwards ; and  that  the  Catholiques  were 
throughly  informed  of  the  proteftation  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  of  Eng- 
land againft  Catholiques,  and  of  their  intention  to  introduce  lawes  for  the  ex- 
tirpation of  Catholique  religion  in  the  three  king-domes,  and  that  they  had  cer- 
tain notice  of  the  bloody  execution  of  priefts  there,  only  for  being  priefts,  and 
that  your  majefty’s  mercy  and  power  could  not  prevaile  with  them  to  fave  the 
lyfe  of  one  condemned  prieft,  and  that  the  Catholiques  of  England  being-  of 
their  own  flefli  and  blood,  muft  fuffcr  or  depart  the  land,  and  confequently 
others  not  of  fo  neere  a relatione  to  them,  if  bound  by  their  ftatutes,  and  within 
their  power.  Thefe  motives,  although  very  ftrong  and  powerfull  to  produce  ap- 
prehenftons  and  fears  in  the  faid  Catholiques,  did  not  prevaile  with  them  to  take 
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defenfive  armes,  much  lefs  ofFenfive  ; they  ftill  expefting*,  that  your  majefty 
in  your  high  wifdome  might  be  able  in  a Ihort  tyme  to  apply  feafonable  cures, 
and  apt  remedies  unto  thofe  evils  and  innovations. 

'7th.  That  the  committees  of  the  lords  and  commons  of  this  kingdome, 
having  attended  your  majeftie  for  the  fpace  of  nine  months,  your  majeftie 
was  gratioufly  pleafed,  notwithftanding  your  then  weightie  and  urgent  af- 
fayres  in  England  and  Scotland,  to  receive,  and  very  often  with  very  great 
patience  to  hear  their  grievances,  and  many  debates  thereof  at  large ; during 
which  debates,  the  faid  lords  juftices,  and  fome  of  your  privy  councill  of 
this  kingdome  and  their  adherents,  by  the  malitious  and  untrue  informa- 
tions conveyed  to  fome  minifters  of  date  in  England  (who  fmce  are  declared 
of  the  malignant  partie),  and  by  their  continuall  felicitation  of  others  of  the 
faid  privy  councill,  gone  to  England  of  the  purpofe  to  crofs  and  give  im- 
pediment unto  the  juftice  and  grace  your  majeftie  was  inclined  to  afford  to 
your  fubje6ts  of  this  realme,  did  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  hinder  the  obtain- 
ing of  any  redrefs  for  the  laid  grievances,  and  not  prevailing  therein  by  your 
majeftie,  as  they  expeded,  have  by  their  letters  and  inftruments,  laboured 
with  many  leading  members  of  the  parliament  there,  to  give  ftopp  and.iiiter- 
ruption  thereunto  ; and  likewife  tranfmitted  unto  your  majeftie,  and  fome  of 
the  ftate  of  England,  fundry  mifeonftrudions  and  mifreprefentations  of  the 
proceedings  and  a6tions  of  your  parliament  of  this  kingdome,  and  thereby 
endeavoured  to  poflefs  your  majeftie  with  an  evil  opinion  thereof,  and  that 
the  faid  parliament  had  no  power  of  judicature  in  capitall  caufes  (which  is 
an  elfential  part  of  parliament),  thereby  aymeing  at  the  importunitie  of  fome 
of  them,  and  others,  who  were  then  impeached  of  high  treafon,  and  at  the 
deftruction  of  this  parliament,  but  the  faid  lords  juftices  and  privy  coimcell 
obferving,  that  no  art  or  pra6tice  of  theirs  could  be  powerfull  to  withdraw 
your  majeftie’s  grace  and  good  intentions  from  his  people,  and  that  redrels 
graunted  of  fome  particular  grievances  was  to  be  palfed  as  ads  of  parliament, 
the  faid  lords  juftices  and  adherents,  with  the  height  of  malice,  envying 
the  good  union  lono-  before  fettled  and  continued  between  the  members  of 
the  rioufe  of  Commons,  and  their  good  correfpondence  with  the  Lords,  left 
nothing  unattempted,  which  might  rayfe  difeord  and  difunion  in  the  faid 
houfe,  and  by  fome  of  themfelves  and  fome  inftruments  of  theirs  in  the  Com- 
mons lloufe,  private  meetings  of  greate  numbers  of  the  faid  houfe  were  ap- 
pointed of  purpofe  to  rayfe  diftindion  of  nation  and  religion,  by  meanes 
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whereof  a fadion  was  made  there,  which  tended  much  to  the  difqidet  6f  the 
houfe  and  difturbance  of  your  majeftie’s  and  the  publiques  fervice,  and  after 
certain  knoMdedge,  that  the  faid  committees  were  by  the  waterfide  in  Eng- 
land, with  fundry  important  and  beneficial  bills,  and  other  graces,  to  be 
palled  as  aifts  in  that  parliament,  of  pur})ofe  to  prevent  the  fame,  the 
faid  fadion,  by  the  pra6lice  of  the  faid  lords  juftices,  and  fome  of  the  faid 
privy  councill  and  their  adherents,  in  a tumultuous  and  diforderly  manner, 
on  the  feventh  day  of  Auguft,  l641,  and  on  feveral  days  before,  cryed  out 
for  an  adjournment  of  the  houfe  ; and  being  over  voted  by  the  voices  of  the 
more  moderate  partie,  the  faid  lords  juftices  and  their  adherents  told  feveral 
honourable  peers,  that  if  they  did  not  adjourne  the  Lords  Houfe  on  that  day, 

• being  Saturday,  that  they  themfelves  would  prorogue  or  adjourn  the  parlia- 
ment on  the  next  Monday  following,  by  means  Avhereof,  and  of  great  num- 
bers of  proxies  of  noblemen,  not  eftated,  nor  at  any  tyme  refident  in  this 
kingdome  (which  is  deftru6live  to  the  libertye  and  freedom  of  parliaments 
here),  the  Lords  Houfe  was  on  the  faid  feventh  day  of  Auguft  adjourned, 
and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  occafion  thereof,  and  of  the  fadlion  aforefaid, 
adjourned  foon  after ; by  which  means  thofe  bills  and  graces,  according  to 
your  majeftie’s  intention  and  the  great  expeftation  and  longing  defires  of 
your  people,  could  not  then  pafs  as  a6ts  of  parliament. 

Within  few  dayes  after  this  fatal  and  enforced  adjournment,  the  faid  com- 
mittees arrived  at  Dublin,  with  their  difpatch  from  your  majeftie,  and  pre- 
fented  the  fame  to  the  lords  juftices  and  councill,  exprefling  a right  fenfe 
of  the  faid  adjournment,  and  befought  their  lordlhips,  for  the  fatisfadtion  of 
the  peo})le,  to  require  lliort  heads  of  that  part  of  the  difpatch,  Avberein  your 
majeftie  did  appeare  in  the  heft  manner  unto  your  people  might  be  fuddenly 
conveyed  unto  all  the  partes  of  the  kingdome,  attefted  by  the  faid  lords 
juftices,  to  prevent  defpaire  or  mifunderftanding.  This  was  promifed  to  be 
done,  and  an  inftrument  drawn,  and  prefen  ted  unto  them  for  this  purpofe, 
and  yet  (as  it  feemes  defiring  rather  to  add  fuell  to  the  fire  of  the  fubjedts 
difcontents  than  quench  the  fame)  they  did  forbeare  to  give  any  notice 
thereof  to  the  people. 

8th.  After  this,  certain  dangerous  and  pernitious  petitions,  contrived  by 
the  advife  and  councell  of  the  faid  Sir  William  Parfons,  Sir  Adam  Loftus, 
Sir  John  Clotworthy,  Knights,  Arthur  Hill,  Efq.  and  fundry  other  of  the  ma- 
lignant partie,  and  figned  by  many  thoufands  of  the  malignant  partie  in  the 
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citty  of  Dublin,  in  the  province  of  Ulfter,  and  in  fundry  other  of  the  partes 
in  this  kingdome,  dire6ted  to  the  Commons  Houfe  in  England,  were  at  pub- 
lique  affizes  and  other  publique  places  made  known  and  read  to  many  per- 
fons  of  qualitie  in  this  kingdome  ; which  petitions  contayned  matters  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  faid  Catholiques,  their  religion,  lives,  and  eftates,  and  were  the 
more  to  be  feared  by  reafon  of  the  active  power  of  the  faid  Sir  John  Clo|;- 
worthy  in  the  Commons  Houfe  in  England,  in  oppofition  to  your  majeftie, 
and  his  barbarous  and  inhumane  expreffions  in  the  houfe  againft  Catholique 
religion  and  the  poffeffors  thereof.  Soon  after  an  order  conceaved  in  the 
Commons  Houfe  in  England,  that  no  man  diould  bowe  unto  the  name  of 
Jefus  (att  the  facred  found  all  knees  iliould  bend),  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  faid  Catholiques,  and  that  the  faid  malignant  partie  did  contrive  and 
plott,  to  extinguilh  their  religion  and  nation.  Hence  it  did  arife,  that  fome 
of  the  faid  Catholiques  begun  to  confider  the  deplorable  and  defperate  con- 
ditione  they  M^ere  in,  by  a ftatute  law  here  found  amongft  the  records  of  this 
kingdome  of  the  fecond  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth  (but 
never  executed  in  her  tyme,  nor  difcovered  till  moft  of  the  members  of  that 
parliament  were  dead,)  by  which  no  Catholique  of  this  kingdome  could  en- 
joy his  life,  eftate,  or  lyberty,  if  the  faid  ftatute  were  executed,  whereunto 
no  impediment  remayned  but  your  majeftie’s  prerogative  and  power;  which 
were  endeavoured  to  be  clipped,  or  taken  away,  as  before  has  been  re- 
hearfed  ; then  the  plott  of  dellruclion  by  an  army  out  of  Scotland,  and  an- 
other <of  the  malignant  partie  in  England  muft  be  executed,  the  feares  of 
thofe  two-fold  deftrudlions,  and  their  ardent  defire  to  maintaine  that  juft  pre- 
rogative, which  might  encounter  and  remove  it,  did  neceffitate  fome  Catho- 
liques in  the  north,  about  the  22d  of  Odober,  1641,  to  take  armes  in  main- 
tenance of  their  religion,  your  majeftie’s  rights,  and  the  prefervation  of  life, 
eiftate,  and  libertie;  and  immediately  thereuppon  tooke  a folemn  oath,  and 
fent  feveral  declarations  to  the  lords  juftices  and  councill  to  that  effeft,  and 
humbly  defired  they  might  be  heard  in  parliament,  unto  the  determination 
whereof  they  were  ready  to  fulnnit  themfelves  and  their  demands  : which 
declarations  being  received,  were  flighted  by  the  faid  lords  juftices,  who  by 
the  fwayingpart  of  the  faid  councill,  and  by  the  advife  of  the  faid  two  im- 
peached judges,  glad  of  any  occafion  to  put  off  the  parliament,  which  by  the 
fonner  adjournment  was  to  meete  foone  after,  caufed  a proclamation  to  be 
publiflied  on  the  23d  of  the  faid  month  of  06tober,  1641,  therein  accufing 
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all  the  Catholiciues  of  Ireland  of  diQo)^altie,  and  thereby  declaring,  that  the 
parliament  was  prorogued  until  the  26th  of  February  following. 

Qth.  Within  few  dayes  after  the  faid  23d  day  of  06tober,  l641,  many  lords 
and  other  perfons  of  ranke  and  qualitie,  made  their  humble  addrefs  to  the 
faid  lords  juftices  and  councill,  and  made  it  evidently  appeare  to  them,  that 
tJie  faid  prorogation  was  againft  law,  and  humbly  befought  the  parliament 
might  fit  according  to  the  former  adjournment,  which  was  then  the  only 
expedient,  to  compofe  or  remove  the  then  growing  difcontents  and  troubles 
of  the  land  ; and  the  faid  lords  juftices  and  their  partie  of  the  councill,  then 
well  knowing,  that  the  members  of  both  houfes  throughout  the  kingdome 
(a  few  in  and  about  Dublin  only  excepted)  would  day  from  the  meeting  of 
both  houfes,  by  reafon  of  the  faid  prorogation,  did  by  proclamation  two 
days  before  the  time,  give  way  the  parliament  might  fitt,  but  fo  limitted, 
that  no  act  of  grace,  or  any  thing  elfe  for  the  peoples  quiet  or  fatisfa6lion, 
might  be  propounded  and  palfed ; and  thereuppon  a few  of  the  lords  and 
commons  appeared  in  the  parliament  houfe,  who  at  the  entrance  of  the  caftle 
bridge  and  gate,  and  within  the  yarde  to  the  parliament  houfe  doore,  and  re- 
cefs  from  thence,  were  environed  with  a great  number  of  armed  men,  with 
their  matches  lighted,  and  muflvcts  prefented  even  at  the  breafts  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houfes,  none  being  permitted  to  bring  one  fervant  to  attend 
him,  or  any  weapon  about  him  within  the  caftle  bridge,  yet  how  then  foever 
the  houfes  v^re,  or  how  inucli  overawed,  they  both  did  fupplicate  the  lords 
juftices  and  councill,  that  they  might  continue  for  a tyme  together,  and  ex- 
ped;  the  comeing  of  the  reft  of  both  houfes,  to  the  end,  that  they  might  quiet 
the  troubles  in  full  parliament,  and  that  fome  acts  of  fecuritie  graunted  by 
your  majefty,  and  tranfmitted  under  the  great  feale  of  England,  might  pafs, 
to  fettle  the  minds  of  your  majeftie’s  fubjeds  ; but  to  thefe  requefts,  foe  much 
conduceing  to  your  majefty 's  fervice,  and  fettlement  of  your  people,  a flatt 
denyall  was  given  ; and  the  faid  lords  juftices  and  partie  of  the  councill,  by 
their  working  with  their  partie,  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  being  very 
thyn  as  aforefaid,  propounded  an  order  fliould  be  conceaved  in  parliament, 
that  the  faid  difcontented  gentlemen  took  armes  in  rebellious  manner,  Avhicli 
Avas  refented  much  by  the  beft  affected  of  both  houfes  ; but  being  aAved  as 
aforefaid,  and  credibly  informed,  if  fome  particular  perfons  amongft  them 
ftood  in  oppofition  thereunto,  that  the  faid  mufketteers  Avere  dire6led  to 
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flioote  them  att  their  going  out  of  the  parliament  houfe,  through  which  ter- 
ror, way  was  given  to  that  order. 

' 10th.  Notwithftanding  all  the  before  mentioned  provocations,  prelfures, 

and  indignities,  the  farr  greater  and  more  confiderable  parte  of  the  Catho- 
liques,  and  all  cittyes  and  corporations  of  Ireland,  and  whole  provinces, 
flood  quiet  in  their  houfes,  whereupon  the  lords  juftices  and  their  adherents 
well  knowing,  that  many  powerfull  members  of  parliament  in  England  flood 
in  oppofition  to  your  majeftie,  made  their  application,  and  addreffed  their 
difpatches  full  frought  with  calumnies  and  falfe  fuggeftions  againfl  the  Ca- 
tholiques  of  this  kingdome,  and  propounded  unto  them,  to  fend  feveral  great 
forces  to  conquer  this  kingdome,  thofe  of  the  malignant  partie  here  were  by 
them  armed ; the  Catholiques  were  not  only  denied  armes,  but  were  dif- 
armed,  even  in  the  citty  of  Dublin,  which  in  all  fucceffion  of  ages  pafl, 
continued  as  loyall  to  the  crown  of  England,  as  any  citty  or  place  Avdiatfo- 
ever;  all  other  auncient  and  loyall  cittys  and  corporate  towns  of  the  king- 
dome  (by  means  whereof  principally  the  kingdome  was  preferved  in  former 
tymes)  weie  den3'ed  armes  for  their  money  to  defend  themfelves,  and  exprefs 
order  given  by  the  faid  lords  juftices,  to  difarm  all  Catholiques  in  fome  of  the 
faid  cittyes  and  towncs,  others  disfurniflied,  were  inhibited  to  provide  armes 
for  their  defence,  and  the  faitf  lords  juftices  and  councill  having  received  an 
order,  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  England,  to  publilh  a proclamation  of 
parliament  of  pardon  unto  all  thofe,  Avho  were  then  in  rebellion  (as  they 
tearmed  it)  in  this  kingdome,  if  they  did  fubmit  by  a day  limitted,  the  faid 
Sir  William  Parfons,  contraiy  to  this  order,  foe  wrought  with  his  partie  of  the 
councill,  that  a proclamation  was  publilhed  of  pardon  onl^’  in  two  countyes, 
and  a veiy  fliort  day  prefixed,  and  therein  all  freeholders  were  excepted, 
through  which  eveiy  man  faw  that  the  eftates  of  the  Catholiques,  were  llilt 
aymed  att,  and  their  lives  next.  The  faid  lords  juftices  and  their  partie 
haveing  advanced  their  defign  thus  far,  and  not  finding  the  fuccefs  anfwer- 
able  to  their  defires,  commanded  Sir  Charles  Coote,  knight  and  baronet, 
deceafed,  to  march  to  the  county  of  Wicklow,  where  he  burnt,  killed,  and 
deftroj’ed  all  in  his  way  in  a mofl  cruell  manner,  man,  woman,  and  childe; 
perfons,  that  had  not  appearingly  wills  to  doe  hurt,  nor  power  to  execute  it. 
Soone  after  fome  foote  companies  did  march  in  the  night  b^'  diredtion  of  the 
laid  lords  juftices  and  their  faid  partie,  to  the  towne  of  Sauntry  in  Fingal, 
three  miles  off  Dublin,  a country  that  neither  then,  nor  for  the  fpace  of  four 
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or  five  hundred  ycares  before,  did  feel  what  troiibles  were,  or  war  meant; 
but  it  was  too  fweet  and  too  neare,  and  therefore  fit  to  be  forced  to  armes. 
In  that  town  innocent  hufbandmen,  fome  of  them  being  Catholiques,  and 
fome  Proteftants  taken  for  Catholiques,  were  murdered  in  their  inn,  and  their 
heads  carryed  tryumphant  into  Dublin.  Next  morning,  complaynt  being 
made  of  this,  no  redrefs  was  obtayned  therein,  whereupon  fome  gentleman 
of  qualitie,  and  others  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  feeing  what  was  then 
a6ted,  and  what  palled  in  the  faid  lafi;  march  towards  the  county  of  Wicklow, 
and  juftly  fearing  all  to  be  niurthered,  forfook  their  houfes,  and  were  con- 
Ihayned  to  ftand  together  in  their  own  defence,  tliough  ill  provided  with 
armes  and  ammunition.  Hereupon  a proclamation  was  agreed  uppon  at  the 
board,  on  the  13tli  December,  lfi41 , and  not  publillied  or  printed  till  the 
15th  of  December;  by  which  the  laid  gentlemen  and  George  Kinge,  by, 
name,  were  required  to  come  in,  by  or  upon  the  18th  of  the  fame  month, 
and  fafety  was  therein  promifed  them.  On  the  fame  day  another  proclama- 
tion was  publilhed,  fummoning  the  loids  dwelling  in  the  Englifli  Pale  near 
Dublin,  to  a grand  councill  on  the  17th  of  the  faid  month ; but  the  Lords 
jullices  and  tlieir  partie  of  the  councill,  to  take  away  all  hopes  of  accommo- 
dation, gave  direction  to  the  faid  Sir  C’harles  Coote,  the  faid  J5th  day  of  the 
faid  month  of  December,  to  march  to  Clontaifle,  being  the  liowfe  and  town 
of  the  faid  George  Kinge,  and  two  miles  from  Dublin,  to  pillage,  burn,  kill 
and  deftroy  all  that  was  there  to  be  found ; which  diredtion  was  readily  and 
particularly  obferved,  (in  amanifeft  breach  of  public  faith)  by  means  whereof, 
the  meeting  of  the  faid  grand  councill  was  diverted,  the  lords  not  daring  to 
come  within  the  power  of  fuch  notorious  faith  breakers,  the  confideration 
whereof,  and  of  other  the  matters  aforefaid,  made  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  the  Englilh  Pale,  and  other  parts  of  the  province  of  Leinfter,  fenfible  of 
the  prefent  danger,  and  put  themfelves  in  the  beft  pofture  they  could  for  their 
natural  defence.  Wlierefore  they  employed  Lieutenant  Collonel  Read  to 
prefent  their  humble  remonftrance  to  your  facred  majeflie,  and  to  declare 
unto  you  the  ftate  of  their  affayres,  and  humbly  to  befeech  relief  and  redrefs ; 
the  faid  lieutenant  collonel,  though  your  majefties  fervant,  and  employed  in 
public  trufl;  (in  which  cafe  the  law  of  nations  affords  fafety  and  protedlion) 
was  without  regard  to  either,  not  only  ftopt  from  proceeding  in  his  employ- 
- ment,  but  alfo  tortured  on  the  rack  at  Dublin. 

11th.  The  lord  prefident  ofMunfter,  by  direction  of  the  faid  lords  juftices 
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(that  province  being  quiet)  with  his  accomplices,  burnt,  preyed,  and  put  to 
death,  men,  women,  and  children,  without  making  any  difference  of  qualitie, 
condition,  age,  or  fex,  in  feveral  parts  of  that  province  ; the  Catholique  no- 
bles and  gentlemen  there  were  miflrufted  and  threatened,  and  others  of 
inferior  qualitie,  truded  and  furnidied  with  armes  and  ammunition.  The 
province  of  Connaught  was  ufed  in  the  like  meafure,  whereupon  mod  of  the 
condderable  Catholiques  in  both  the  faid  provinces,  were  inforced  (without 
armes  and  ammunition)  to  look  after  their  fafety,  and  to  that  end  did  dand 
on  their  defence,  dill  expe61ing  your  majefties  pleafure,  and  always  ready  to 
obey  your  commands.  Now  the  plott  of  the  faid  miniders  of  date  and  their 
adherents  being  even  ripe,  applications  were  inceffantly  by  them  made  to 
the  malignant  partie  in  England,  to  deprive  this  people  of  all  hopes  of  your 
inajedies  judice  or  mercie,  and  to  plant  a perpetual  enmity  between  the 
Englidi  and  Scottidi  nations,  and  your  fubjefts  of  this  kingdome. 

12th.  That  whereas  this  your  majefties  kingdome  of  Ireland  in  all  fuccef- 
don  of  ages,  fince  the  raigne  of  King  Henry  the  Second,  fometime  king  of 
England  and  lord  of  Ireland,  had  parliaments  of  their  owne,  compofed  of 
lords  and  commons,  in  the  fame  manner  and  forme,  qualified  with  equal  li- 
berties, powers,  priviledges,  and  immunities  with  the  parliament  of  England, 
and  onely  depend  of  the  kiiig'^and  crowne  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  for 
all  that  time,  no  prevalent  record  or  authentic  precedent  can  be  found,  that 
any  ftatute  made  in  England  could  or  did  bind  this  kingdome  before  the 
fame  were  here  eftablilhed  by  parliament;  yet  upon  untrue  fuggeftions  and 
informations  given  of  your  fubjedls  of  Ireland,  an  act  of  parliament,  entitled 
A71  AStJor  the  fpcedie  and  effectual  reducing  the  Rebels  in  his  Majejlies  king- 
dome  of  Ireland  to  their  due  obedience  to  his  MajeJiy  and  the  Crowne  of  Eng- 
land-, and  another  a6l  entitled  An  Acte  for  adding  unto  and  eiplaynmg  the 
faid former  alt,  was  procured  to  beenadled  in  the  faid  parliament  of  England, 
in  the  eighteenth  yeare  of  your  majefties  reign,  by  which  afls  and  other 
proclamations  your  majefty’s  fubjedts  unfummoned  unheard,  Avere  declared 
rebclls,  and  two  millions  and  a half  of  acres  of  arable  meadoAV,  and  profitable 
j)afture,  within  this  kingdom  fold  to  undertakers  for  certaine  fummes  of 
monie,  and  the  edifices,  loghs,  woodes,  and  bogges,  waftes  and  other  appur- 
tenances, were  thereby  mentioned  to  be  granted  and  palled  gratis,  which 
afls  the  faid  Cathofujiies  doe  conceavc  to  have  been  forced  uppon  your  ma- 
jeftie,  and  although  void  and  unjuft  in  themfelves  to  all  purpofes,  yet  contain 
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matters  of  ev’il  confequences  and  extreme  prejudice  to  your  majefty,  and 
totally  deftru(5live  to  this  nation.  The  fcope  feeming  to  aime  at  rebells  only, 
and  at  the  difpofition  of  a certaine  quan  title  of  land,  but  in  effe6l  and  fubftance, 
all  the  lands  in  the  kingdome,  by  the  Avords  of  the  faid  a6ls,  may  be  diftri- 
buted,  in  whole  polfeffion  foever  they  AA^ere,  Avithout  refpe6t  to  age,  condition, 
or  qualitie,  and  all  your  majellies  tenures,  and  the  greateft  part  of  your  ma- 
jeftics  Handing  reA-enue  in  this  kingdome,  taken  aAvay:  and  by  the  faid  a6ts, 
if  they  Avere  of  force,  all  poAver  of  pardoning  and  of  granting  thofe  lands, 
is  taken  from  your  majefty.  A prefident,  that  no  age  can  inftance  the  like, 
Againft  this  a6l  the  Catholiques  do  proteft,  as  an  a6l  againft  the  fundamental 
laAves  of  this  kingdome,  and  as  an  a6l  deftru6tiA'e  to  your  majefties  rights  and 
prerogatives,  by  colour  Avhereof,  moft  of  the  forces  fent  hither  to  infeft  this 
kingdome  by  fea  and  land,  difavoAved  any  authoritie  from  your  majeftie, 
but  to  depend  upon  the  parliament  of  England. 

13th.  All  ftrangers,  and  fuch  as  Avere  not  inhabitants  of  the  citty  of  Dublin, 
being  commanded  by  the  faid  lords  juftices  in  and  fince  the  faid  month  of 
November,  1641,  to  depart  the  faid  city,  Avere  no  fooner  departed,  than  they 
Avere,  by  the  directions  of  the  faid  lords  juftices,  pillaged  abroad,  and  their 
goods  feized  uppon  and  confifcated  in  Dublin,  and  they  deftreing  to  return 
under  the  protection  and  fafetie  of  the  ftate,  before  their  appearance  in  aClion, 
Avere  denied  the  fame,  and  divers  other  perfons  of  rank  and  qualitie,  by  the 
faid  lords  juftices  employed  in  publique  fervice,  and  others  keeping  clofe 
Avithin  their  doores,  Avithout  annoying  any  man,  or  fiding  then  with  any  of 
the  faid  Catholiques  in  armes,  and  others  in  feverall  parts  of  the  kingdome 
living  under,  and  haveing  the  protection  and  fafety  of  the  ftate,  Avere  foon 
pillaged  and  their  hoAvfes  burnt;  themfeNes,  their  tenants,  and  fervants 
killed  and  deftroyed,  and  that  by  the  open  direction  of  the  faid  lords  juftices; 
and  by  the  like  direction,  Avhen  any  commander  in  chiefe  of  the  army,  pro- 
mifed  or  gave  quarter  or  protection,  the  fame  Avas  in  all  cafes  violated,  and 
many  perfons  of  qualitie,  who  obtained  the  fame,  Avere  ruined  before  others; 
others,  that  came  into  Dublin  voluntarily,  and  that  could  not  be  jnftly  fuf- 
jjeCted  of  any  crime,  if  Irithmen  or  Catholiques,  by  the  like  direction  Avere 
pillaged  in  Dublin,  robbed  and  pillaged  abroad,  and  brought  to  their  tryall 
for  their  lives.  The  citties  of  Dublin  and  Cork,  and  the  ancient  corporate 
townes  of  Drogheda,  Yeoghal,  and  Kingfale,  who  voluntary  receiA^ed  garri- 
fons  in  your  majeftie's  name,  and  the  adjacent  countryes,  Avho  relieved  them, 
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were  worfe  ufed;  and  now  live  in  worfe  condition,  than  the  Ifraelites  did 
in  Egypt ; fo  that  it  will  be  made  appear,  that  more  murders,  breaches  of 
publique  faith  and  quarter,  more  deftru6lion  and  defolation,  more  cruelty,  not 
fit  to  be  named,  were  committed  in  Ireland,  by  the  diredlion  and  advice  of 
the  faid  lords  jufiices  and  their  partie  of  the  faid  councill,  in  lefs  than  eigh- 
teene  months,  than  can  be  paralleled  to  have  been  done  by  any  Chriftian 
people. 

14th,  The  faid  lords  jufiices  and  their  adherents  have,  againft  the  funda- 
mental lawes  of  the  lande,  procured  the  fitting  of  both  houfes  of  parliament 
for  feveral  feffions  (nine  parts  of  ten  of  the  naturall  and  genuine  members 
thereof  being  abfent,  it  Handing  not  with  their  fafety  to  come  under  their 
power),  and  made  up  a confiderable  number  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
clerks,  foldiers,  ferveing  men,  and  others,  not  legally  or  not  chofen  at  all  or 
returned,  and  haveing  no  manner  of  eftate  in  the  kingdome,  in  which  fitting 
fundry  orders  were  conceived,  and  difmiffes  obtayned  of  perfons  before  im- 
peached of  treafon  in  full  parliament,  or  Avhich  palled,  or  might  have  palfed 
fome  a(5ts  againft  law,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  your  majeftie,  and  this  whole 
nation.  And  during  thefe  troubles,  terms  were  kept,  and  your  majeftie’s 
court  of  cheefe  place,  and  other  courts  fat  at  Dublin,  to  no  other  end  or 
purpofe,  but  by  falfe  and  illegal  judgments,  outlaAvries,  and  other  capital  pro- 
ceedings, to  attaint  many  thoufands  of  your  majeftie’s  moft  faithfull  fubjecfts 
of  this  kingdome ; they  being  never  fummoned  nor  haveing  notice  of  thofe 
proceedings,  and  ftieriffs  made  of  obfcure  and  meane  perfons,  by -the  like 
pradtice  appointed  of  purpofe ; and  poor  artificers,  common  foldiers,  and 
menial  fervants,  returned  jurors,  to  pafs  upon  the  lives  and  cltates  of  thofe, 
Mdio  came  in  upon  protedion  and  publique  faith. 

Therefore  the  faid  Catholiques,  in  tlie  behalfe  of  themfelves  and  of  the 
whole  kingdome  of  Ireland,  doe  proteft  and  declare  againft  the  faid  proceed- 
ings, in  the  nature  of  parliaments,  and  in  the  other  courts  aforefaid,  and  every 
of  them,  as  being  heynous  crimes  againft  law,  deftrudive  to  parliaments  and 
your  majeftie’s  prerogative  and  authoritie,  and  the  rights  and  juft  liberties  of 
your  moft  faithfull  fubjeds. 

Forafmuch,  dread  fovereigne,  as  the  fpeedy  application  of  apt  remedies 
unto  thefe  grievances  and  heavie  prelTurcs,  ivill  tend  to  the  fcttlement  and 
improvement  of  your  majeftie’s  revenue,  the  prevention  of  further  elfufion  of 
blood,  the  prefervation  of  this  kingdome  from  defolation,  and  the  content  and 
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fatisfaclion  of  your  faid  fubje6ls,  who,  in  manifeftation  of  their  duty  and 
zeal  to  your  inajefty’s  fervice,  will  be  inofl  willing  and  ready  to  employ  ten 
thoufand  men  under  the  condu6l  of  M^ell  experienced  commanders,  in  de- 
fence of  yoiu'  royal  rights  and  prerogatives,  they  therefore  molt  humbly 
befeech  your  majeftie,  that  you  will  vouchfafe  gracious  anfwers  to  thefe  their 
humble  and  jull  complaynts,  and  for  the  eftablilhinent  of  your  people  in  a 
lading  peace  and  fecuritie,  the  faid  Catholiques  doe  mod  humbly  pray,  that 
your  majedie  may  be  further  gratioully  pleafed  to  call  a free  parliament  in 
this  king-dome  in  fuch  convenient  tyme,  as  your  majeftie  in  your  high  wif- 
dome  Iball  think  dtt,  and  urgencie  of  the  prefent  adairs  of  the  faide  king- 
dome  doth  require,  and  that  the  faid  parliament  be  held  in  a diderent  place, 
fummoned  bye  and  continued  before  fome  perfon  or  perfons  of  honour  and 
fortune,  of  approved  faithe  to  your  majeftie,  and  acceptable  to  your  people 
here;  and  to  be  tymely  placed  by  your  majedie  in  this  government,  which  is 
mod  necedary  for  the  advancement  of  your  fervice  and  prefent  condition 
of  the  king-dome,  in  which  parliament  the  faid  Catholiques  doe  humbly  pray, 
" thefe  or  other  grievances  may  be  redreded,  and  that  in  the  faid  parliament  a 
datute  made  in  this  kingdome  in  the  tenth  yeare  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh, 
commonly  called  Poyning’s,  and  all  adts  explayneing,  or  enlargeing  the 
lame,  be  by  a particular  a6t  fufpended  during  that  parliament,  as  it  hath  been 
already  done  in  the  eleventh  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  upon  occafions  of  far 
lefs  moment,  than  now  doe  offer  themfelves:  and  that  3^111-  majedie,  Avith  the 
advice  of  the  faid  parliament,  Avill  be  pleafed  to  take  a courfe  for  the  further 
repealing,  or  further  continuance  of  the  faid  datutes,  as  may  bed  conduce  to 
the  advancement  of  3mur  fervice  here,  and  peace  of  this  your  realme,  and  that 
no  matter  Avhereof  complaint  is  made  in  this  remondrance,  may  debar  Catho- 
liques, or  give  interruption  to  their  free  Amtes,  or  fitting  in  the  faid  parlia-^ 
ment;  and  as  in  duty  bound  they  Avill  ever  pray  for  your  majedie’s  long 
and  profperous  reigne  over  them. 

Wee  the  imdernamed  being  thereunto  authorized,  doe  prefent  and  figne 
this  Remondrance  in  the  behalfe  of  the  Catholiques  of  Ireland,  dated  this 
17  th  day  of  March,  1642, 

Gormandon,  Lucas  Dillon, 

Robert  Talbott,  John  Wallh. 

According  to  your  majedie’s  commiffion  to  us  direded,  Ave  haA^e  received 
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this  Ilenionftrance,  fubfcribed  by  the  Lord  Vifcount  Gormanflon,  Sir  Lucas 
Dillon,  Knight,  Sir  Robert  Talbott,  Bart,  and  John  Wallh,  Efq.  authorifed 
by,  and  in  the  behalfe  of  the  recufants  of  Ireland,  to  prefent  the  fame  unto 
us,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  your  facred  majefty,  dated  the  17  th  day  of  March^ 
1642. 

Clanrickard  and  St.  Albans,  Rofcommon, 
Moore,  Mau.  Euftace.. 


No.  XXIX. 

{Page  144.) 

WHEREAS  his  majelly’s  moft  faithful  fubje6ls,  the  confederate  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  were  enforced  to  take  arms,  for  the  prefervation  of  their  religion, 
for  the  defence  of  his  majelly's  juft  prerogative  and  rights,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country,  laboured  to  be  deftroyed 
by  the  malignant  party ; and  whereas  his  majefty  in  his  high  wifdom,  and  in 
his  princely  care  of  his  faid  fubjedts  welfare  and  fafety,  and  their  humble 
fuit,  that  his  majefty  might  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  hear  their  grievances, 
and  vouchfafe  redrefs  therein,  did  direft  there  ftiould  be  a ceffation  of  arms, 
and  thereupon  did  dire6t  the  Right  Honourable  the  JMarquis  of  Ormond,  to 
treat  of,  and  conclude  the  faid  ceftation  with  the  faid  confederate  Catholics; 
Know  ye,  that  the  fnpreme  council,  by  exprefs  order  and  authority  of  the 
faid  Catliolics,  by  them  conceived  and  granted  in  their  general  aftembly  at 
Kilkenny,  on  the  20th  day  of  the  laft  month  of  IMay;  and  in  purfuance  of 
the  faid  order  and  authority,  repofing  fpecial  truft  and  confidence  in  the  wif- 
dom, circumfpedlion,  and  provident  care,  honour,  and  finceiity  of  our  very 
good  lords,  Nicholas  Lord  Vifcount  Gormanftown,  Donough  Lord  Vifcount 
IMufkerry,  and  our  well-beloved  Sir  Lucas  Dillon,  Knight;  Sir  Robert  Talbot, 
Bart.  Tirlagh  O’Niel,  Efq.  GeoftVy  Brown,  Efq.  Ever.  Maegennis,  Efij. 
and  John  Walfii,  Efq.  have  conftituted,  appointed,  and  ordained  the  faid 
Nicholas  Lord  Vifcount  Gormanftown,  Donough  Lord  \hfcount  Mulkerry, 
&c.  our  commiflioners;  and  do  by  thefe  prefents  give  and  grant  to  our 
coinmiftioners,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  full  power  and  authority 
to  treat  with  the  faid  Lord  Marquis  of  Ormond,  of  a cefiation  of  arms,  for 
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one  Avhole  year,  or  Hiorter,  and  to  conclude  the  fame  for  the'time  aforefaid, 
upon  fuch  terms,  conditions,  or  articles,  as  to  the  commiffioners  aforefaid,  in 
their  judgments,  confciences,  and  difcretions,  diall  be  thought  fit  and  expe- 
dient; by  thefe  prefents  ratifying  and  confirming  whatever  a6t  or  a6ls  our 
commiffioners  fiiall  do  or  execute  concerning  the  faid  ceffation.  Giv'^en  at 
Kilkenny,  the  23d  of  June,  ]643. 

Mountgarret, 

Caftlehaven,  Audly, 

Malach.  Archiep.  Tuam. 

Fleming,  Archiep.  Dub. 

Maurit.  de  Rupe  et 
Fermoy, 


Nettervile, 

Nich.  Plunkett, 
Edmund  Fitzmorrice, 
Patrick  Darcy, 
Robert  Lynch, 


Richard  Belling. 


No.  XXX. 

The  King  to  the  Marquess  of  Ormonde, by  Mr.  Brent.  (P.145.) 
Ormonde, 

THIS  honeft  bearer,  Mr.  Brent,  going  about  my  fpecial 
fervice,  I thought  it  neceflary  to  recommend  him  and  his  bufmefs  to  you. 
It  is  chiefly  for  a fupply  of  powder,  which,  on  my  word,  is  of  more  confe- 
quence  for  my  fervice,  than  is  fit  for  me  to  tell  you  by  writing.  I fliall  fay 
no  more  for  this  time;  but  that  very  fliortly  you  fliall  have  full  power  and 
inftru6tions  to  make  the  Irifli  peace,  by  Brian  O’Neile.  So  I reft. 

Your  nioft  aflured,  conftant,  real  friend, 
Bewdly,  13  June,  1044.  Charles  R. 


The  King  to  the  Marquess  of  Ormonde,  by  Sir  Brian  O’Neil, 
Ormonde, 

I AM  not  ignorant  how  hard  a part  I put  upon  you  in 
transferring  to  you  the  treaty,  and  the  power  to  conclude  peace  with  the 
Irifli:  nor  ivoidd  I have  you. ignorant  of  that  neceflity  in  the  condition  of 
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my  affairs  here,  wliich  inforces  me  to  it;  and  therefore  I have  commanded 
Digby  to  inform  you  more  at  large.  I ihall  only  fay  thus  much  to  you, 
that  I confider  you  as  a perfon  fo  entirely  addi6ted  to  my  fervice,  as  that  you 
will  not  be  deterred  by  difficulties  from  what  may  fo  much  conduce  to  it,  as 
the  eafing  me  at  prefent  of  that  treaty;  wherein  if  I ffiould  do  that  here, 
which  perhaps  may  be  neceffary  there  (even  to  the  prefervation  of  the  king- 
dom), it  might,  through  indifpolition  here,  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to 
the  main  of  my  affairs.  And  I am  very  confident,  that  you  will  be  fecured 
from  all  apprehenfions  concerning  yourfelf  in  the'refolution  to  run  the  fame 
fortune  Avith  me,  which  if  it  pleafe  God,  that -it  prove  good,  you  may  promife 
yourfelf  fuch  a part  in,  as  may  be  obtayned  by  your  having  me  for 

Your  mofi;  allured,  conftant  friend, 

Bath,  17  July,  l644.  Charles  R. 


The  King  to  the  ISIarquess  of  Ormonde,  Jent  hy  the  Earl  of 

Glamorgan. 


Ormonde, 

' ]\IY  Lord  Herbert  having  bufinefs  of  his  own  in  Ireland 
(wherein  I defire  you  to  do  him  all  laAvful  favor  and  furtherance),  I have 
thought  good  to  ufe  the  poAVTr  I have,  both  in  his  affedion  and  duty,  to  en- 
gage him  in  all  pofiible  ways,  to  further  the  peace  there;  which  he  hath  pro- 
mifed  to  do.  Wherefore  (as  you  find  occafion)  you  may  confidently  ufe  and 
trufi;  him  in  this,  or  any  other  thing  he  fiiall  propound  to  you  for  my  fervice; 
there  being  none,  in  whofe  honefty  and  zeal,  to  my  perfon  and  crown,  I have 
more  confidence.  So  I reft, 

Your  moft  affured,  conftant  friend, 

Oxford,  27  Dec.  1044.  Charles  R. 


To  this  Ictttcr  was  added  the  following  poftfcript  in  cypher: 

His  honefty  or  affedion  to  my  fervice  will  not  deceive  you  ; but  I will  not 
anfwer  for  his  judgment. 
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The  King  to  the  Marquess  of  Ormonde. 

Ormonde, 

UPON  the  great  rumours  and  expedations  Avhich  are 
now  of  a peace,  I tliink  it  neceifary  to  tell  you  the  true  ftate  of  it,  left  mif- 
taken  reports  from  hence  might  trouble  my  affairs  there. 

The  rebels  here  have  agreed  to  treat,  and  moft  afluredly  one  of  the  firft 
and  chiefeft  articles  they  will  infift  on,  Avill  be  to  continue  the  Irifh  war; 
which  is  a point  not  popular  for  me  to  break  on ; of  wEich  you  are  to  make 
a double  ufe ; firft,  to  haften  (with  all  poftible  diligence)  the  peace  there ; the 
timely  conclufton  of  which,  will  take  off  that  inconvenience,  which  otherwife 
I may  be  fubjed  to,  by  the  refufal  of  that  article  upon  any  other  reafon. 
Secondly,  by  dexteroully  conveying  to  the  Irifli  the  danger  there  may  be  of 
their  total  and  perpetual  exclufion  from  thofe  favours  I intend  them,  in  cafe 
the  rebels  here  clap  up  peace  with  me  upon  reafonable  terms,  and  only  exclude 
them ; which  poftibly  were  not  counfellable  for  me  to  refufe,  if  the  Irilh 
j)eace  fliould  be  the  only  difference  betwixt  us,  before  it  were  ])erfeded  there. 
Thefe,  I hope,  are  fufficient  grounds  for  you  to  perfuade  the  Irifli  diligently 
to  difjiatch  a 'peace  upon  reafonable  terms,  afi’uring  them,  that  you  having 
once  engaged  to  them  my  Avoid  in  the  conclufton  of  a peace,  all  the  earth 
fliall  not  make  me  break  it.  But  not  doubting  of  a peace,  I muft  again  re- 
member you  to  prefs  the  Irifh  for  their  fpeedy  afliftance  to  me  here,  and  their 
friends  in  Scotland  ; my  intention  being  to  draw  from  thence  into  Wales  (the 
peace  once  concluded)  as  many  as  I can  of  my  armed  Proteftant  fubjeds, 
and  defire,  that  the  Irifli  Avould  fend  as  great  a body  as  they  can  to  land 
about  Cumberland;  Avhich  Avill  put  thofe  northern  counties  into  a brave 
condition.  Wherefore  you  muft  take  fpeedy  order  to  provide  all  the  fliipping 
may,  as  well  Dunkirk,  as  Irifli,  bottoms;  and  remember,  that  after  IMarcli 
it  will  be  moft  difficult  to  tranfport  men  from  Ireland  to  England,  the  rebels 
being  mafters  of  the  feas. 

So  expeding  a diligent  and  particular  account  in  anfwer  to  this  letter,  I 
reft^ 

Your  moft  affured  friend, 

gthjune,  1644.  Charles  R. 
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77«e  King  ^0  Me  Marquis  o/Ormonde. 

Ormonde, 

I AM  forry  to  find  by  Colonel  Barry  the  fad  conditions 
of  your  particular  fortune,  for  which  I cannot  find  fo  good  and  fpeedy  re- 
medy as  the  peace  of  Ireland  (it  being  likewife  moft  neceffary  to  redrefs  my 
affairs  here)  ; wherefore  I command  you  to  difpatch  it  out  of  hand  ; for  the 
doing  of  \vhich,  I hope  my  public  difpatch  will  give  you  fufficient  inftruc- 
tion  and  power,  yet  I have  thought  it  neceffary  (for  your  more  encourage- 
ment in  this  neceffary  work)  to  make  this  addition  with  my  own  hand. 

As  for  Poyning’s  A61,  I refer  you  to  my  other  letter ; and  for  matter  of 
religion,  though  I have  not  found  it  fit  to  take  public  notice  of  the  paper, 
which  Browne  gave  you,  yet  I muft  command  you  to  give  him,  the  Lord 
INIufkery  and  Plunket  particular  thanks  for  it,  affuring  them  that  without 
it  there  could  have  been  no  peace,  and  that  flicking  to  it,  their  nation  in  ge- 
neral, and  they  in  particular,  fliall  ha^'e  comfort  in  v/hat  they  have  done. 
And  to  fliew,  that  this  is  more  than  -words,  I do  hereby  promife  them  (and 
command  you  to  fee  it  done)  that  the  penal  flatutes  againfl  Roman  Catho- 
licks  fliall  not  be  put  in  execution,  the  peace  being  made,  and  they  remaining 
in  their  due  obedience.  And  further,  that  when  the  Irifh  give  me  that  af- 
fiftance,  which  they  have  promifed,  for  the  fuppreffmg  of  this  rebellion,  and 
I lhall  be  reflored  to  my  rightSj  then  I will  confent  to  the  repeal  of  them  by 
a law. 

But  all  thofe  againfl  appeals  to  Rome  and  Priemunire  mufl;  hand.  All  this 
in  cypher  you  mufl;  impart  to  none  but  thofe  three  already  named,  and  that 
with  injun6lion  of  flriclefl  fecrecy. 

So  again  recommending  to  your  care  the  fpeedy  difpatch  of  the  peace  of 
Ireland,  and  my  neceffary  fupply  from  thence,  as  I wrote  to  you  in  my  lafl 
private  letter,  I reft 

Your  moft  affured  conftant  friend, 

Oxford,  18  Jan.  1044-5.  Charles  R. 

In  cafe,  upon  particular  mens  fancies,  tlie  Irifli  peace  fliould  not  be  pro- 
cured upon  the  powers  I have  already  given  you,  I have  thought  fit  to  give 
you  this  further  order  (which  I hope  will  prove  ncedlefs),  to  endeavour  to 
renew  the  ceffation  for  a year;  for  wliich  you  fliall  promife  the  Irifli  (if  you 
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can  have  it  no  cheaper)  to  join  with  them  againft  the  Scots  and  Inchiquins  ; 
for  I hope  by  that  time,  my  condition  may  be  fuch  as  the  Irifli  may  be  glad 
to  accept  lefs,  or  I able  to  grant  more. 


. No.  XXXI. 

{Page  151.) 

CHARLES  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland,  France, 
and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  to  our  right  trully  and  right  well- 
beloved  coufin,  Edward  Somerfet,  alias  Plantagenet,  Lord  Herbert,  Baron 
Beauford  of  Caldicote,  Grifmond,  Chepftow,  Ragland,  and  Gower,  Earl  of 
Glamorgan,  fon  and  heir  apparent  of  our  intirely  beloved  coufin  Henry  Earl 
and  Marquis  of  Worcefter,  greeting.  Having  had  good  and  long  expe- 
rience of  your  prowefs,  prudence,  and  fidelity,  do  make  choice,  and  by  thefe 
nominate  and  appoint  you,  our  right  trufty  and  right  well-beloved  coufin, 
Edward  Somerfet,  &c.  to  be  our  generaliffimo  of  three  armies,  Englifii, 
Irhh,  and  foreign,  and  admiral  of  a fleet  at  fea,  with  power  to  recommend 
your  lieutenant-general  for  our  approbation,  leaving  all  other  officers  to 
your  own  ele6tion  and  denomination,  and  accordingly  to  receive  their  commif- 
fions  from  you ; willing  and  commanding  them,  and  every  of  them,  you  to 
obey,  as  their  general,  and  you  to  receive  immediate  orders  from  ourfelf 
only.  And  left  through  diftance  of  place  we  may  be  mifinformed,  we  will 
and  command  you  to  reply  unto  us,  if  any  of  our  orders  fliould  thwart  or 
hinder  any  of  your  defigns  for  our  fervice.  And  there  being  neceffary  great 
films  of  money  to  the  carrying  on  fo  chargeable  an  employment,  which  we 
have  not  to  furnifh  you  withal ; we  do  by  thefe  impower  you  to  contract  with 
any  of  our  loving  fubje6ts  of  England,  Ireland,  and  dominion  of  Wales,  for 
wardfliips,  cuftoms,  woods,  or  any  our  rights  and  prerogatives  ; we  by  thefe 
obliging  ourfelves,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  to  confirm  and  make  good  the 
fame  accordingly.  And  for  perfons  of  generofity,  for  whom  titles  of  honour 
are  moft  defirable,  we  have  intrufted  you  with  feveral  patents  under  our  great 
feal  of  England,  from  a marquis  to  a baronet,  which  we  give  you  full  power 
and  authority  to  date  and  difpofe  of,  without  knowing  our  further  pleafure, 
fo  great  is  our  truft  and  confidence  in  you,  as  that  whatfoever  you  do  con- 
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tra6l  for  or  promife,  we  will  make  good  the  fame  accordingly,  from  the  date 
of  this  our  commiffion  forwards ; which  for  the  better  fatisfa6lion,  we  give 
you  leave  to  give  them,  or  any  of  them,  copies  thereof,  attefled  under  your 
hand  and  feal  of  arms.  And  for  your  pwn  encouragement,  and  in  token  of 
our  gratitude,  we  give  and  alloAv  you  henceforward  fuch  fees,  titles,  prehe- 
Tninences,  and  privileges,  as  do  and  may  belong  unto  your  place  and  com- 
mand above  mentioned,  with  a promife  of  our  dear  daughter  Elizabeth  to 
your  fon  Plantagenet  in  marriage,  with  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in 
dower  or  portion,  moil  part  whereof  we  acknowledge  fpent  and  difburfed  by 
your  father  and  you  in  our  fervice ; and  the  title  of  Duke  of  Somerfet  to  you 
and  your  heirs  male  for  ever ; and  from  henceforward  to  give  the  Garter  to 
your  arms,  and  at  your  pleafure  to  put  on  the  George  and  blue  ribbon.  And 
for  your  greater  honour,  and  in  teftimony  of  our  reality,  we  have  with  our 
own  hand  affixed  our  great  feal  of  England  unto  thefe  our  commiffion  and 
letters,  making  them  patents.  Witnefs  ourfelf  at  Oxford,  the  ift  day  of 
April,  in  the  20th  year  of  our  reign,  and  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  forty-four. 


No.  XXXII. 

{Page  152.) 

Charles  II. 

WHEREAS  we  have  had  fufficient  and  ample  teffimony  of 
your  approved  wifdom  and  fidelity,  fo  great  is  the  confidence  we  repofe  in 
you,  as  that  whatfoever  you  fliall  perform,  as  warranted  under  our  fign  manual, 
pocket  fignet,  or  private  mark,  or  even  by  word  of  mouth,  without  farther 
ceremony,  we  do  in  the  word  of  a King  and  a Chriftian,  promife  to  make 
good,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  effectually,  as  if  your  authority  from  us 
liad  been  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  with  this  advantage,  that  we  fiiall 
efteem  ourfelves  the  more  obliged  to  you  for  your  gallantry,  in  not  handing 
upon  fuch  nice  terms  to  do  us  fervice,  which  we  fliall,  God  willing,  reward. 
And  although  you  exceed  what  law  can  warrant,  or  any  poivers  of  ours  reach 
unto,  as  not  knowing  what  you  have  need  of ; yet  it  being  for  our  fervice, 
we  oblige  ourfelf,  not  only  to  give  you  our  pardon,  but  to  maintain  the  fame 
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with  all  our  might  and  power  ; and  though  either  by  accident,  or  by  any 
other  occafion,  you  lliall  deem  it  necelfary  to  depofite  any  of  our  warrants, 
and  fo  Avant  them  at  your  return,  we  faithfully  promife  to  make  them  good 
at  your  return,  and  to  fupply  any  thing,  wherein  they  tliall  be  found  defec- 
tive, it  not  being  convenient  for  us  at  this  time  to  difpute  upon  them ; for 
of  what  we  have  here  fet  down  you  may  reft  confident,  if  there  be  faith  and 
truth  in  men.  Proceed  therefore  cheerfully,  fpeedily,  and  boldly ; and  for 
your  fo  doing,  this  lliall  be  your  fufficient  warrant. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Oxford  under  our  fign  manual  and  private  fignet, 
this  12th  of  January,  l644. 


Charles  R.  ' 

CHAPtLES  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland, 
France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  to  our  trufty  and  right  Avell- 
beloved  coufin,  Edward  Earl  of  Glamorgan,  greeting.  We  repofing  great 
and  efpecial  truft  and  confidence  in  your  approved  wifdom  and  fidelity,  do 
by  thefe  (as  firmly  asunder  our  great  feal,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes)  autho- 
rize and  give  you  power,  to  treat  and  conclude  with  the  Confederate  Ro- 
man Catholics  in  our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  if  upon  neceftity  any  be  to  be 
condefcended  unto,  Avherein  our  lieutenant  cannot  fo  well  be  feen  in,  as  not 
fit  for  us  at  prefent  publickly  to  own.  Therefore  we  cliarge  you  to  proceed 
according  to  this  our  warrant,  with  all  poffible  fecrecy,  and  for  whatfoever 
you  lliall  engage  yourfelf,  upon  fuch  valuable  confiderations,  as  you  in  your 
judgment  lliall  deem  fit,  we  promife  on  the  word  of  a King  and  a Chriftian, 
to  ratify  and  perform  the  fame,  that  lliall  be  granted  by  you,  and  under  your 
hand  and  feal ; the  faid  Confederate  Catholics  having  by  their  fupplies  tefti- 
fied  their  zeal  to  our  fervice.  And  this  lliall  be  in  each  particular  to  you  a 
fufficient  warrant.  Given  at  our  court  at  Oxford,  under  our  fignet  and  royal 
iignature,  the  12th  of  March,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  our  reign,  1644. 
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No.  XXXIIL 

The  King’s  Letter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Fermo.  {Page  152.) 

Sir, 

HEARING  of  your  refolution  for  Ireland,  we  do  not  doubt 
but  that  things  will  go  well ; and  that  the  good  intentions  begun  by  means 
of  the  laft  Pope  will  be  accompliflied  by  the  prefent,  by  your  means,  in  our 
kingdom  'of  Ireland  and  England,  you  joining  with  our  dear  coufin,  the 
Earl  of  Glamorgan,  with  whom  whatever  you  diall  refolve,  we  diall  think 
ourfelves  obliged  to,  and  perform  it  at  his  return.  His  great  merits  oblige 
us  to  this  confidence,  which  we  repofe  in  him  above  all,  having  known  him 
above  twenty  years;  during  which  time  he  has  always  fignally  advanced 
himfelf  in  our  good  efteem,  and  by  all  kinds  of  means  carried  the  prize  above 
all  our  fubjefts.  This  being  joined  to  the  confideration  of  his  blood,  you 
may  well  judge  of  the  affe6tion,  M'hich  we  have  particularly  for  him,  and  that 
nothing  fhall  be  wanting  on  our  part,  to  perfect  what  he  fhall  oblige  himfelf 
to  in  our  name,  in  confideration  of  the  favors  received  by  your  means.  Con- 
fide therefore  in  him;  but  in  the  mean  while,  according  to  the  directions  we 
have  given  him,  how  important  it  is,  that  the  affair  Ihould  be  kept  feertt, 
there  is  no  occafion  to  perfuade  you,  nor  to  recommend  it  to  you,  fince  you 
fee,  that  the  neceffity  of  the  thing  itfelf  requires  it.  This  is  the  firft  letter 
we  have  ever  written  immediately  to  any  minifter  of  ftate  of  the  Pope,  hoping, 
that  it  will  not  be  the  laft;  but  that  after  the  faid  earl  and  you  fliall  have  con- 
certed your  meafures,  we  fhall  openly  fliew  ourfelf,  as  we  have  afhired  him. 

Your  friend, 

Charles  R.. 

From  our  Court  at  Oxford,  30th  April,  1645.. 


FxtraSt  of  a Letter  to  the  Queen,  dated  the  2d  of  March,  1645,  from  Car- 
dinal Pamphilio,  delivered  to  her  Majefy  at  Paris,  by  Signor  Spinola,  iu- 
which  his  Eminence  obferved, 

THAT  he  had  been  lately  informed,  how  extremely  defirous  the  king  and 
queen  of  England  were  of  a peace  with  the  Irilh,  that  they  might  have  the 

afliftance 
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aflillance  of  that  nation  in  the  diftreffed  fituation  of  their  affairs  in  England; 
that  this  M^as  likewife  the  moft  ardent  wifli  of  his  holinefs  and  the  nuncio  now 
fent  by  him,  of  the  royal  party  in  England,-  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  both 
orthodox  and  heterodox,  of  the  queen  regent  of  France,  and  of  Cardinal 
ISIazarin,  the  minifter  of  (late  there:  and  that  only  the  parliamentarian  rebels 
and  the  heretics,  who  adhered  to  them  (for  there  was  fcarce  any  one  Catho- 
lic, who  did  not  efpoufe  the  royal  caufe)  were  full  of  dreadful  apprehenfions, 
left  the  king  fliould  triumph  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Catholics,  efpecially  the 
Irilh;  lince  thofe  moft  profligate  of  all  rebels  fmce  the  creation  being 
detefted  by  and  detefling  the  Irifli,  prefaged  nothing  but  their  own  abfolute 
deflrudlion  from  fuch  an  event. 


No.  XXXIV. 

Letter  of  the  Marquis  of  Ormond  to  the  Lord  Muskerry.  (P.  152.) 

]\Iy  Lord, 

THOUGH  I am  perfwaded,  that  the  points,  which  you 
and  the  other  deputies  have  agreed  to  in  the  prefence  of  my  Lord  Glamorgan 
and  myfelf,  are  flill  frefli  in  your  memory:  yet  conlidering,  that  the  weight 
and  importance  of  a timely  execution  of  the  bufmefs,  which  you  then  were 
inclined  to  expedite,  is  now  twice  as  great  as  it  was  before,  on  account  as 
well  of  fome  incidents,  which  have  lately  happened  in  England,  as  of  your 
own  fecurity,  and  obferving,  that  in  our  meeting  on  this  affair  you  expreffed 
a defire,  that  I fhould  aft  in  concert  Avith  my  Lord  Glamorgan ; I think  it 
neceffary,  that  I fhould  remind,  and  in  this  way  acquaint  your  lordfliip  with 
that,  which  I could  not  infifl  on  in  his  lordfliip’s  prefence,  without  offending 
his  modefly,  and  incurring  the  imputation  of  flattery.  What  I have  to  fay 
in  fliort  is  this,  that  I know  no  fubjeft  in  England,  upon  whofe  favour  and 
authority  with  his  majefty,  and  real  and  innate  nobility  you  can  better  rely, 
than  upon  his  lordfliip’s  ; nor  (if  that  has  any  weight  with  you)  any  perfon, 
whom  I would  more  endeavour  to  ferv^e  in  thofe  things,  Avhich  he  fliall  under- 
take for  the  fervice  of  his  majefty,  or  with  whom  I lhall  fooner  agree  for  the 
benefit  of  this  kingdom.  I reft. 

Your  lordfliip’s 

Moft  affeftionate  fervant  and  brother, 

Dublin,  Augujl  11,  1645.  Ormonde. 
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No.  XXXV. 

The  Preamble  to  and  Conditions  of  the  fecret  Treaty  of  the  Confederates 

concluded  with  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan  on  the  ‘Ibth  of  Auguf,  1 645-6. 

(P.  153.) 

WHEREAS  much  time  has  been  fpent  in  meetings  and  debates,  between 
his  Excellency  James  Lord  Marquis  of  Ormonde,  lord  lieutenant  and  gene- 
ral governor  of  his  majefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland,  commiffioner  to  the  king’s 
moft  excellent  majefty  Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  &c.  for  the  treating  and  concluding  of  a peace  in  the 
faid  kingdom  with  his  majefty’s  humble  and  loyal  fubje6ls,  the  confederate 
and  Roman  Catholics  of  the  faid  kingdom  of  Ireland,  of  the  one  part,  and 
the  Right  Honourable  Donogh  Lord  Vifcount  Muflcerry,  and  others,  com- 
miffioners  deputed  and  authorifed  by  the  faid  confederate  Roman  Catholic 
fubje6ls  of  the  other  part : and  thereupon  many  difficulties  did  arife,  by 
occafion  Avhereof  fundry  matters  of  weight  and  confequence,  neceflarily 
requifite  to  be  condefcended  unto  by  his  majefty’s  faid  commiffioner  for  the 
fafety  of  the  faid  confederate  Roman  Catholics,  were  not  hitherto  agreed 
upon  ; which  retarded,  and  doth  as  yet  retard,  the  conclufion  of  a firm  peace 
and  fettlement  in  the  faid  kingdom:  and  whereas  the  Right  Honourable 
Edward  Earl  of  Glamorgan  is  intrufted  and  authorifed  by  his  moft  excellent 
majefty,  to  grant  and  aftlire  to  the  faid  confederate  Catholic  fubjeds  further 
grace  and  fav^ours,  which  the  faid  lord  lieutenant  did  not  as  yet  in  that 
latitude,  as  they  expe6led,  grant  unto  them;  and  the  faid  earl  having  ferioufly 
confulered  of  all  means  and  due  circumftances  of  the  great  affairs  now  in 
agitation,  which  is  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  faid  kingdom,  and  the  impor- 
tance thereof  in  order  to  his  majefty’s  fervice,  and  in  relation  to  a peace  and 
fettlement  in  his  other  kingdoms;  and  here,  upon  the  place,  having feen  the 
ardent  defire  of  the  faid  Catholics  to  affift  his  majefty  againft  all,  that  do  or 
lliall  oppofe  his  royal  right  or  monarchic  government,  and  having  difeerned 
the  alacrity  and  chearfulnefs  of  the  faid  Catholics  to  embrace  honourable 
conditions  of  peace,  which  may  preferve  their  religion  and  other  juft  interefts; 
in  purfuance  therefore  of  his  majefty’s  authority  under  his  highnefs's  figna- 
ture  royal  and  fignet,  bearing  date  at  Oxon,  the  12th  of  March,  in  the  twen- 
tieth year  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  granted  unto  the  faid  Earl  of  Glamorgan; 
the  tenour  whereof  is  as  followeth,  viz.  Charles  R.  &c.  [ut  fupra.\ 
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By  this  treaty  it  was  accorded  and  agreed  between  the  faid  Earl  of  Gla- 
morgan for  and  on  behalf  of  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccelfors  on  the  one 
part,  and  Richard  Lord  Vifeount  IMountgarret,  lord  prefident  of  the  fupreme 
council  of  the  confederate  Catholics,  Donogh  Lord  Vifeount  Muflierry,  &c. 
commiffioners  appointed  by  the  faid  confederate  Roman  Catholics,  on  the 
other  part; 

That  all  the  profelfors  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  Ireland  fliall 
enjoy  the  free  and  public  ufe  and  exercife  of  their  religion. 

2d.  That  they  diall  hold  and  enjoy  all  the  churches  by  them  enjoyed 
within  that  kingdom,  or  by  them  polfeffed  at  any  time  fince  the  23d  of  Odlo- 
ber,  1041,  and  all  other  churches  in  the  faid  kingdom,  other  than  fuch,  as 
are  now  adtually  enjoyed  by  his  majefty’s  Proteftant  fubjedls. 

3d.  That  all  Roman  Catholics  lliall  be  exempted  from  the  jurifdidlion  of 
the  Proteftant  clergy;  and  that  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  ftiall  not  be  pii- 
nilhed  or  molefted  for  the  exercile  of  their  jurifdiction  over  their  refpedlive 
Catholic  flock. 

4th.  That  the  following  a6l  fliall  be  palled  in  the  next  parliament  to  be 
holden  in  Ireland.  [Here  is  inferted  the  form  of  an  adl  for  fecuring  all  the 
king's  concelftons  to  the  Catholics.] 

5th.  That  the  Marquis  of  Ormonde,  or  any  others,  fliall  not  difturb  the 
profeflbrs  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  polieflion  of  the  articles  above 
fpecified. 

6th.  The  Earl  of  Glamorgan  engages  his  majefty's  word  for  the  perform- 
ance of  thofe  articles. 

7th.  That  the  public  faith  of  the  kingdom  fliall  be  engaged  unto  the  faid 
carl  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  confederate  Catholics,  for  fending  ten  thou- 
fand  men  by  order  and  public  declaration  of  the  general  allembly  at  Kilken- 
ney,  armed,  the  one  half  with  mufleets,  and  the  other  half  with  pikes,  to  ferve 
his  majefty  in  England,  Wales,  or  Scotland,  under  the  command  of  the  faid 
Earl  of  Glamorgan,  as  lord  general  of  the  faid  army;  which  army  is  to  be 
kept  together  in  one  intire  body;  and  all  other  the  officers  and  commanders 
of  the  faid  army  are  to  be  named  by  the  fupreme  council  of  the  faid  confe- 
derate Catholics,  or  by  fuch  others,  as  the  general  aflembly  of  the  faid  con- 
federate Catholics  of  Ireland  fliall  intruft  therewith. 

The  Iriih  commiffioners  engaged  their  word  and  faith  of  the  fupreme  coun- 
cil of  Kilkenny,  that  t^v’o  thirds  of  the  clergy’s  revenue  fliould  be  employed 
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for  the  fpace  of  three  years  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  ten  thoufand  men, 
the  other  third  being  refervedfor  the  clergy’s  fubfiftencc. 

There  was  likewife  an  explanation  of  the  article,  concerning  the  clergy- 
livings;  upon  which  the  following  inllrument  was  made: 

“ Whereas  in  thefe  articles  touching  the  clergy-livings,  the  Right  Honour 
“ able  the  Earl  of  G lamorgan  is  obliged  in  his  majefty’s  behalf  to  fecure  the 
‘‘  conceffions  in  thefe  articles  by  a6t  of  parliament : We  holding  that  manner 
“ of  fecuring  thofe  grants,  as  to  the  clergy-livings,  to  prove  more  difficult 
“ and  prejudicial  to  his  majefty  than  by  doing  thereof,  and  fecuring  thofe 
“ conceffions  otherwife,  as  to  the  faid  livings,  the  faid  earl  undertaking 
“ and  promifmg  in  behalf  of  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  as  hereby 
“ he  doth  undertake  to  fettle  the  faid  conceffions,.  and  fecure  them  to  the 
“ clergy  and  their  refpebtive  fuccetfors,  in  another  fecure  Av^ay,  other  than 
“ by  parliament  at  prefent,  till  a fit  opportunity  be  offered  for  fecuring  the 
“ fame,  do  agree  and  condefcend  thereunto.  And  this  inftrument  by  his 
“ lordlhip  figned  was,  before  the  perfeftiug  thereof,  intended  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  as  to  the  faid  livings,  to  which  purpofe,  we  have  mutually  figned  this 
“ endorfement.  And  it  is  further  intended,  that  the  Catholic  Clergy  lhall 
not  be  interrupted  by  parliament,  or  otherwife,  as  to  the  faid  livings,  con- 
“ trary  to  the  meaning  of  thefe  articles.” 

The  earl  added  alfo  the  folloiving  proteftation  or  oath;  “ I Edward,  Earl 
“ of  Glamorgan,  do  proteft  and  fwear,  faithfully  to  acquaint  the  king’s  moft 
“ excellent  majefty,  with  the  proceedings  of  this  kingdom,  in  order  to  his 
“ fervice,  and  to  the  endearment  of  this  nation,  and  pundtual  performance  of 
“ what  I have  (as  authorized  by  his  majefty)  obliged  myfelf  to  fee  performed; 

and,  in  default,  not  to  permit  the  army  intrufted  to  my  charge  to  adven- 
“ ture  itfelf,  or  any  confiderable  part  thereof,  until  thefe  conditions  from  his 
“ majefty  and  by  his  majefty  be  performed  Glamorgan.” 

But  the  general  alfembly  at  Kilkenny,  being  apprehenfive,  that  the  execu- 
tion of  this  treaty  of  peace  might  meet  with  oppofition  from  a Proteftant 
Lord  Lieutenant,  made  the  following  order,  on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  j645, 
viz.  “ The  General  Aflembly  order  and  declare,'  that  their  union  and  oath  of 
aflbciation  fliall  remain  firm  and  inviolable,  and  in  full  ftrength,  in  all  points, 
and  to  all  purpofes,  untill  the  articles  of  the  intended  peace  lhall  be  ratified  in 
|)arliament,  iiotwithftanding  any  proclamation  of  tbe  peace,  &c. 


4 p 


No 


1]4 


APPENDIX. 


No.  XXXVI. 

Letter  from  the  Marquis  of  Ormond  to  the  Earl  of  Glamorgan. 

(Page  153.) 

My  Lord, 

I RECEIVE  your  gratulation  and  advices  for  niy  future' 
fecurity,  as  evident  teftimonys  of  your  .continued  favour  to  mee,  and  am 
much  joyed  to  finde,  that  the  accidents  fallen  out  concerning  your  lorddiip 
have  not  left  any  imprelfion  on  you  to  the  prejudice  of  the  real  affedion  you 
give  me  leave  to  bear  you. 

JNIy  lord,  I had,  according  to  my  promife,  given  you  a large  accoumpt  of 
things  here,  but  that  at  the  concluding  of*  the  articles  wee  found  ourfelves  foe 
flreightned  in  time,  that  many  material  partes  of  the  agreement  were  faine  to 
bee  put  in  another  way,  than  was  firft  thought  of ; and  at  this  inftant  I am 
foe  prefled  with  important  difpatches  from  Kilkenny,  that  I fliall  bee  able  but 
fliortly  and  confufedly  to  give  you  a returne  to  the  main  parte  of  your  lord- 
fliip’s  of  the  third  of  this  month,  which  came  to  my  hands  yefterday  about 
noone. 

Touching  the  noble  and  large  offer  you  are  pleafed  to  make  of  ffiipping, 
armes,  ammunition,  and  traine  of  artillery  for  the  king’s  fervice,  in  cafe  you 
may  receive  aflurances  from  thofe  in  power  among  the  confederates  and  from 
me,  that  ten  thoufand  men  ffiall  be  ready  againft  your  returne  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  ferve  the  king  in  England,  I returne  your  lordffiip  this  anfwer,  that 
I fliall  and  by  this  letter  doe  cheerefully  oblige  myfelf  for  as  much  as  fliall 
be  in  my  power,  either  in  my  publick  or  private  capacity,  to  have  that  num- 
ber of  men  in  readinefs  you  exped  ; and  to  compofe  it,  am  contented  all  the 
remainder  of  my  fortune  fliould  ftand  engaged.  If  your  lordfliip  can  pro- 
cure as  much  as  this  from  the  other  party,  I conceive  you  will  proceed  in 
your  intended  voiage  with  fatisfadion,  and  returne  I hope  with  fuccefie, 

which  is  earneftly  wiflied  by 

Y our  lordfliip’s 

Moll  faithfull 

And  affedionate 

Dub.  Cajl.  the  Qth  of  April,  1646.  And  humble  fervant, 

Ormond. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  my  *cery  good  Lord 

the  Earl  of  Glamorgan,  att  JVateyford.  ■ 
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No.  XXXVIl. 

{Page  134.) 

Herbert, 

YOUR’s  of  the  firft  of  December  has  given  me  a juft 
reafoii  for  your  abfence  : but  certainlie  I havejufter  caufe  to  rcquyre  your 
attendance ; for  it  is  well  known,  how  that  you  ar  to  give  me  account  of 
matters,  not  onlie  for  my  owen  particular  ufe,  but  lykewais  for  the  good  of 
the  kingdome.  Wherefor  I requyre  you  repaire  hither  with  all  convenient 
diligence ; and  the  reather,  that  you  may  the  better  fynde  out  the  authors 
i of  thofe  lying  and  fcandlous  pamflets  concerning  your  father  and  you ; 
touching  which  I not  onlie  promife  you  protedlion  to  your  innocencie,  but 
juftice  againft  thofe  offenders ; affeuring  you  lykewife,  that  I lhall  be  fo  mynd- 
ful  of  you,  that,  if  I live,  you  fliall  neither  be  a loofer  in,  nor  repent  you  for, 
the  fervices  you  have  done  me.  And  fo  I reft 

Your  affeured  friend, 

Whythall,  the  llth  of  December,  l641.  Charles  R. 

I fend  you  herein  the  paper,  that  I could  not  fynde,  when  ye  was  laft 
with  me. 


Herbert, 

YOUR  fervices  ar  expreffed  to  me  in  fo  noble  a way, 
that  I cannot  but  acknowled  it  to  you  under  my  owen  hand,  and  that  I lhall 
thinke  myfelfe  very  unhappie,  if  I did  not  live,  by  reall  teftimonies,  to  ex- 
prefs  my  gratitud  to  you.  For  the  blankes,  I have  fent  them  according  to 
your  defyre  : and  for  your  fiftcr  Carnarvan,  though  I cannot  puncluallie  an- 
fwer  your  expe^lation  therein,  yet  I hope  you  will  be  fatisfietl  with  the  an- 
fwer  you  vdll  receive  by  your  coufin  Sir  John  Biron  ; to  whom  referring  my- 
inyfelf  for  manie  things  I have  not  tyme  to  write,  I reft 

Your  moft  affeured  frend, 

Royjion,  Qth  March,  16-41.  Charles  R. 


Herbert, 

‘ 1 INTRUSTED  your  coufm  Biron  with  tlie  particular 

anfwcrs  to  your  letter;  relerving  only  to  mylelfc  to  ali'eur  you,  that  I 
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efteenie  your  iervifes  fucli,  as  my  words  cannot  exprefs  them,  but  by  flicwing 
myfelfe  at  all  occafions  to  be 

Your  moft  afleured  conflant  frend, 

Vorh\  gth  Mai/,  l642.  Charles  R. 


Glamorgan,  Hereford,  ‘IZd  June,  1645. 

I AM  glad  to  heare,  that  you  ar  gone  to  Ireland ; and 
aiTiire  you,  that  as  myfelfe  is  no  wais  difliartened  by  our  late  misfortune,  fo 
neither  this  country  : for  I could  not  have  expedled  more  from  them,  than 
they  have  now  freely  undertaken,  though  I had  eome  hither  abfolute  victo- 
rious; which  makes  me  hope  well  of  the  neighbouring  flieeres.  So  that  (by 
the  grace  of  God)  I hope  fliortly  to  recover  my  late  lofle  with  advantage,  if 
fuch  fuccours  come  to  me  from  that  kingdom,  whieh  I have  reafon  to  expedt. 
But  the  circumftance  of  tyme  is  that  of  the  greateft  confequence;  being  that, 
which  is  noAV  chieflieft  and  earneflliefl  recommended  to  you  by 

Your  moft  afleured  conftant  friend, 

Charles  R, 


Glamorgan, 

I MUST  clearly  tell  you,  bothe  you  and  I have  been 
abufed  in  this  bufmefs;  for  you  have  beene  drawen  to  eonfent  to  conditions 
much  beyound  your  inftru6lions,  and  your  treaty  hath  beene  divulged  to  all 
the  world.  If  you  had  advyfed  with  my  lord  lieutenant  (as  you  promifed 
me),  all  this  had  beene  helped.  But  we  muft  looke  forward.  Wherefore  in 
a word,  I have  commanded  as  much  favor  to  be  fliowen  to  you,  as  may 
poflibly  ftand  with  my  fervice  or  fafty,  and  if  you  will  yet  truft  my  advyce, 
(whieh  I have  commanded  Digby  to  give  you  freely)  I will  bring  you  fo  off, 
that  you  may  be  ftill  ufefull  to  me;  and  I fliall  be  able  to  recompence  you 
for  your  affedlion ; if  not,  I cannot  tell  what  to  fay.  But  I will  not  doubt 
of  your  complyance  in  this;  fmce  it  fo  highly  concerns  the  good  of  all  my 
crowns,  my  owen  particular,  and  to  make  me  have  ftill  means  to  fliew  my- 
felfe 

Your  moft  afleured  friend, 

Oxford)  Zd  Februari/,  l645.  Charles  R. 
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Herbert, 

I AM  confident,  that  this  honneft  trufty  bearer  will  give 
you  good  fatisfadlion,  why  I have  not  in  every  thing  done  as  you  defyied, 
the  want  of  confidence  in  you  being  fo  far  from  being  the  caufe  thereof, 
tliat  I am  every  day  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  truft,  that  I have  of 
you.  For  believe  me,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  to  make  you  fuffer  in  my 
opinion  by  ill  offices.  But  of  this,  and  diverfe  other  things,  I have  given 
Sir  John  Winter  fo  full  inftrudlions,  that  I will  fay  no  more,  but  that  1 am, 

Your  moil  affeured  friend, 

Oiford,  isth  Feb.  1645.  Charlhs  R. 


Glamorgan, 

I HAVE  no  tyme,  nor  do  you  expedl,  that  I ffiall  make 
unneceffary  repetitions  to  you.  Wherefore  (referring  to  Digby  for  bufinefs) 
this  is  only  to  give  you  afieurance  of  my  conftant  frendfhip  to  you ; which 
confidering  the  general  defedlion  of  common  honefty,  is  in  a fort  requifite. 
Howbeit,  I know  you  cannot  bee  confident  of  my  making  good  all  inftruc- 
tions  and  promifes  to  you  and  the  nuncio. 

Your  moft  affeured  friend, 

Oxford,  5th  April,  1646.  Charles  R, 


Herbert, 

AS  I doute  not  but  you  have  too  much  courage  to  be 
difmayed  or  difcouraged  at  the  ufage  ye  have  had;  fo  I alfure  you,  that  my' 
eftimation  of  you  is  nothing  diminifiied  by  it,  but  rather  begets  in  me  a 
defyie  of  revenge  and  reparation  to  us  bothe,  (for  in  this  I hould  myfelfe 
equally  interefted  Avith  you).  Wherefor,  not  douting  of  your  accuftomed 
care  and  induftry  in  my  fervice,  I affure  you  of  the  continuance  of  my  favor 
and  protedlion  to  you;  and  that  in  deeds  more  than  words,  I fiiall  Iherv  my 
felf  to  bee 

Your  moft  affeured  conftant  friend, 

Oxford,  Qth  April,  1646.  Cha  RLES  R. 
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No.  XXXVIIL 

The  State  of  his  Majeffs  Affairs,  and  the  Condition  of  his  faithful  Subjects 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Irdand,  I'lth  April,  l651.  (^Page  \Q5.) 

THAT  the  power  and  fuccefs  of  the  rebels  hath  been  fuch,  as  the  whole 
nation  is  now  in  their  poffeffion,  or  fubje6l  to  their  contribution,  except  the 
province  of  Conaught,  and  the  county  of  Clare,  and  his  majefty’s  city  of 
Limerick  and  town  of  Galway;  that  the  faid  province  of  Conaught  and 
county  of  Clare,  are  for  the  moft  part  wafte,  by  the  continuance  of  that 
heavy  burthen  the  war  has  brought  on  them,  and  by  incurfions  of  the  rebels. 
That  the  rebels  having  an  over-maftering  power  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
other  than  the  faid  province  of  Conaught  and  county  of  Clare,  many  of  his 
majefty’s  forces,  that  hitherto  had  their  relief  out  of  their  quarters,  have  been 
forced  for  their  fafety  to  retire  to  the  faid  province  of  Conaught  and  county 
of  Clare,  which  together  with  the  forces  maintained  there  formerly,  are 
become  fo  burthenfome  to  the  people,  as  that  they  are  thereby  utterly 
impoverilhed.  The  nation  being  in  this  extremity,  no  confiderable  forces 
can  be  brought  together  to  maintain  even  a defenfive  war  againft  the  rebels, 
much  lefs  an  olfenfive;  and  had  not  the  river  of  Shannon  been  an  interrup- 
tion to  the  rebels  incurfions,  fince  Oftober  or  November  laft,  till  this  prefent, 
it  is  very  .evident,  that  the  rebels  had  e’er  this,  over-run  the  province  of 
Conaught  and  county  of  Clare,  and  confequently  would  bring  under  their 
power  the  city  of  Limerick  and  town  of  Galway,  The  faid  city  of  Limerick 
and  town  of  Galway,  obferving  all  other,  his  majefty's  cities  and  towns  of 
ftrength  within  the  kingdom,  to  be  loh;  and  how,  that  there  was  no  confi- 
.dcrable  army  of  his  majehy’s  forces -within  the  kingdom  to  relieve  them,  in 
cafe  they  were  beficged,  or  any  probabilit}',  for  want  of  means,  to  bring  any 
fuch  army  into  a body;  have  of  a long  time,  out  of  the  feeling  fenfe  they 
had  of  their  own  deftrudtion,  been  inclined  to  treat  for  conditions  with  the 
rebels,  before  the  danger  might  come  nearer  them,  and  before  the  faid  pro- 
vince of  Conaught  and  county  of  Clare  Avere  over-maftered  by  the  rebels 
power,  as  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  Avas.  This  Avas  not  only  the  ftudy  and 
apprehenfion  of  the  laid  tOAvns,  but  Avas  allb  the  refolution  of  moft  others 
that  could  not  humanly  fee  how  they  might  be  otherAvife  preferved:  and  it 
Avas  by  very  great  endeavours  and  hidiiftry,  that  the  general  alfeinbly  held  at 
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Loghreah,  in  January  laft,  was  with-helcl  from  treating  for  conditions  with 
the  rebels.  Many  of  the  officers  of  his  Majefty’s  army,  finding  the  fad 
condition  the  nation  was  reduced  into,  not  able  to  keep  any  confiderable 
forces  in  a body  to  oppofe  the  rebels,  did,  from  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
reprefent  their  fenfe,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  people's  prefer- 
vation,  to  treat  with  the  rebels  for  conditions,  feeing  there  was  no  poAver  to 
refift  them.  The  general  defperation  in  all  perfons  and  places  hitherto  under 
his  majefty’s  obedience,  did  fo  change  the  refolutions  of  the  people,  as  they 
parted  with  nothing  willingly  to  maintain  the  forces,  each  one  looking  after 
the  ways  of  his  particular  fubfifiance;  and  the  city  of  Limerick  and  town  of 
Galway,  either  for  fear  to  infenfe  the  rebels  the  more,  or  to  advantage  thcm-- 
felves  in  fuch  conditions,  as  fiiould  be  had  from  the  rebels,  did  not  afford  fo 
ready  and  clear  obedience  to  his  majefty’s  authority  as  accuftomed.  His 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Lorrain’s  ambaffador  arriving  here,  and  it  being  given- 
out,  that  he  came  with  ofi’ers  of  powerful  affiftance  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
Catholic  religion,  his  majefty  and  fubjedts  intercft:  the  people  took  much 
comfort  and  encouragement  thereby,  hoping  that  the  rebels  power  might  be 
oppofed;  and  foon  after  did  the  faid  towns  and  all  other  places,  yet  in  his 
majefty’s  obedience,  feem  more  chearfully,  than  before,  to  affift  his  majefty’s 
authority,  in  oppofing  the  rebels,  and  to  difavow  and  difclaim  any  treaty 
with  the  rebels,  though  formerly  inclined,  if  not  refolved.  His  excellency 
the  lord  deputy,  underftanding  that  fome  aids  might  be  had  for  the  prefent 
relief  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  did  give  audience  to  the  faid  ambaffador;  and 
though  the  letters  he  brought  w'ere  not  to  the  lord  deputy,  nor  any  having  , 
his  majefty’s  authority  ; yet  he  having  publicly  avowed,  that  his  mafter  knew 
not  his  majefty’s  authority  Avas  intrufted  Avith  any  in  this  kingdom;  and  that 
if  he  had  knoAvn  fo  much,  he  Avould  have  made  his  application  by  letter  to  f 
him,  Avith  whom  that  authority  Avas  intrufted-;  his  lordlhip  therefore  autho- 
rized fome  of  the  prelates  and  commiffioners  of  truft  to  treat  Avith  him;  and 
Avas  content,  that  the  prelates,  nobility,  and  other  perfons  of  quality,  then  in 
or  near  Galway,  and  agents  of  the  city  of  Limerick  and  town  of  Gahvay, 
might  meet  to  confult  of  that  affair;  and  reprefent  their  fenfe  thereupon  to 
his  excellency:  Avho  being  accordingly  called  together,  and  confifting  of 
A’ery  many  of  the  prelates,  nobility,  and  gentry,  out  of  feveral  parts  of  the 
kingdom;  at  Avhich  meeting  alfo  the  agents  of  the  faid  city  of  Limerick  and 
toAvn  of  Gahvay  Avere  prefent,  and  feveral  officers  of  the  army;  Avho  after  a 
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iong-  and  ferioiis  debate  of  the  matter  propofed  by  his  highnefs’s  ambaffador; 
they  M’eighing  the  unavoidable  danger  the  nation  was  in  of  falling  into  the 
rebels  power;  and  how  the  people,  if  not  fuddenly  alTifted,  were  much  im- 
poverilhed,  as  they  would  be  utterly  deftroyed,  or  enforced  to  fubmit  to  the 
rebels;  and  confidering  that  his  majedy  was  not  in  condition  to  relieve 
them,  nor  could  application  with  fafety  be  made  unto  him;  did  therefore 
advife,  and  were  of  opinion,  feeing  his  highnefs  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  made  it 
his  care  to  preferve  the  Catholick  religion,  and  the  people's  intered,  and  to 
recover  from  the  rebels  what  they  poded'ed,  that  it  was  abfolutely  necelfary 
to  accept  of  his  faid  highnefs’s  protection  : but  the  faid  ambadador’s  propo- 
fitions  being  fuch  as  his  excellency  the  lord  deputy  could  not  alfent  unto, 
the  faid  ainbadador  was  induced  (taking  caution  for  the  prcfent  fnpplies) 
to  agree,  that  the  treaty  and  conclufion  for  further  fupplies,  and  the  pro- 
pofals  made  in  the  Duke  of  Lorrain’s  behalf,  might  be  put  over  to  be 
- determined  by  his  highnefs,  or  fuch  as  he  would  depute,  and  fuch  as  now 
diould  be  authorized  by  the  lord  deputy  in  his  majedy's  behalf.  The  pre- 
fent  fupplies  had,  do  not  much  amend  the  condition  of  his  majedy’s  af- 
fairs in  this  kingdom;  and  if  ways  may  not  be  found  to  haden  very  fud- 
denly further  and  more  confiderable  fupplies,  what  is  left  of  the  whole,  yet 
in  his  majedy’s  obedience,  will  foon  be  in  the  podedion  and  power  of  the 
rebels,  the  feafon  of  the  year  being  now  fuch  as  the  rebels  may  in  many 
places  on  the  Shannon  make  their  incurfioiis,  and  draw  their  forces  into  the 
faid  province  of  Conaught  and  county  of  Clare ; which  they  may  the  better 
effe6t,  having  not  any  forces  confiderable  of  his  majedy’s  army,  that  might 
didurb  them  in  the  provinces  of  Munder,  Lcinder,  or  Ulder;  other  than  that 
the  Lord  Mufkerry,  with  fome  party  in  the  county  of  Kerry,  and  borders  of 
the  county  of  Cork,  giveth  confiderable  difturbance  to  the  rebels  defigns  in 
Leinder;  fome  fmall  parties  only  that  cannot  regularly  be  maintained  in  a 
body,  do,  when  opportunity  is  odered,  perform  fervice  againd  weak  or  fcat- 
tered  parties  of  the  rebels,  but  can  attempt  nothing  againd  any  confiderable 
body  of  the  rebels.  And  in  Ulder,  though  his  majedy’s  forces  are  numerous 
in  foot,  yet  wanting  horfe,  and  many  unprovided  for  arms  and  having  no 
regular  way  of  maintenance,  they  can  attempt  little  to  didradt  the  rebels  for- 
ces in  that  province;  that  party  of  his  majedy’s  forces  in  Ulder  having  lately, 
for  want  of  horfe,  received  a confiderable  lofs  upon  a defeat  near  Fena;  and 
by  that  means  alfo  the  faid  garrifon  of  Fena  (being  a confiderable  place)  was 
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ioft;  fo  that  upon  the  whole  matter,  it  is  very  evident  how  great  the  evils  are, 
that  will  happen,  if  immediately  great  aids  be  not  haftened  to  this  nation, 
for  this  kingdom  will,  by  the  fore-flowing  thereof,  be  entirely  in  the  enemies 
power  and  polfeffion,  and  the  people  univerfally  inforced  to  fubmit  unto  them, 
by  which  the  rebels  will  have  the  opportunity  to  fend  from  hence  a great  and 
conliderable  power,  that  may  diftradl  his  majefty’s  expedted  fuccQfs  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  and  be  an  occafion  of  the  lofs  alfo  of  his  majefty’s  entire 
intereft  in  both  his  faid  other  kingdoms. 


No.  XXXIX. 

A Copy  in  Englijh  of  His  IMajesty's  Letter  to  His  Highnfs  the  Duke  op- 
Lorrain,  dated  the  Qth  of  February;  received  the  8th  of  Auguji,  l652. 

{Page  165.) 

Co  U SEN, 

WE  have  lately  feen  a'  letter  from  the  deputy  of  Ireland, 
diredted  to  our  lieutenant  of  that  our  kingdom,  now  attending  our  perfon, 
together  Avith  certain  overtures  made  and  propofed  by  fome  of  our  fubjedts, 
now  at  Bruffels,  to  your  highnefs,  in  order  to  the  fupply  and  relief  of  our 
faid  kingdom,  and  opprefied  fubjedts  there:  vdth  which  propofltions  or  articles 
Ave  Avere  not  in  the  leaft  degree  made  acquainted ; nor  AV'as  our  deareft  mother 
the  queen,  our  dear  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  or  our  lieutenant  of  Ireland^ 
informed  thereof,  till  Avithin  thefe  very  few  days,  Avhen  the  faid  articles  Avere 
tranfmitted  hither  by  our  deputy  of  that  our  kingdom ; albeit  that  they  feem 
to  be  confented  unto  by  thefe  gentlemen  at  Bruffels,  about  the  beginning  of 
July  laft:  We  have  been  likcAvife  informed  by  the  teftimony  of  the  Lord 
Taaflfe,  and  by  the  meffage,  Avhich  Father  Dillon  lately  brought  to  us  from 
your  highnefs,  Avith  Avhat  affedtion  and  tendernefs  tOAvards  us  your  highnefs 
(according  to  your  accuftomed  kindnefs  and  friendfliip  to  us)  hath  proceeded 
in  this  bufinefs  ; and  that  though  the  faid  articles  Avere  freely  fubmitted,  con- 
fented to,  and  figned  fo  long  fince  by  thofe  gentlemen  on  their  part,  and 
that  your  highnefs  frankly  undertook  to  perform  any  thing,  that  they  had 
propofed  to,  and  expedted  from  you,  yet  that  your  highnefs  Avould  not  ac- 
cept any  of  that  power,  or  exercife  any  of  that  jurifdidlion  Avithin  that  our 
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kingdom,  which  they  had  offered  to  you,  nor  fo  much  as^  receive  the  laid 
articles  figned  by  them,  or  fuffer  them  to  remain  in  any  other  hands  but  their 
own,  till  your  highnefs  fliould  receive  our  full  approbation  of  all  that  had 
been  offered:  which  was  fo  generous  and  princely  a way  of  proceeding,  that 
we  muft  always  acknowledge  it,  amongfl  thofe  high  obligations,  which  we 
have  fo  fre<juently  received  from  your- highnefs. 

We  perceive  that  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde,  our  deputy  there,  (who  as  he 
is  very  felicitous  for  our  fervice  and  concernment,  fo  he  is  known  to  have 
always  been  as  zealous  for  the  Catholic  religion,  as  any  of  our  fubjedls  of  that 
nation,  and  muft  be  prefumed  to  know  the  affedlions  and  interefts  of  that 
people,  as  well  as  any,  whatfoever  others  pretend)  hath  by  his  late  addrefs  to 
your  highnefs  (whereof  we  have  feen  a copy)  prefented  to  your  highnefs  his 
opinion  of  the  matter  of  the  faid  articles,  and  of  the  perfons  who  contrived 
them,  and  of  the  impolfibility  of  receiving  the  intended  fruit  of  your  high- 
nefs’s  favour  by  thofe  means;  and  therefore  we  lhall  fay  no  more  of  either, 
having  ftill  the  more  reafon  to  remember  the  honour  and  juftice  of  your 
highnefs,  in  refufmg  to  receive,  without  our  confent,  what  others  fo  frankly 
without  our  leave  offered  to  give.  Nor  do  we  fo  feverely  interpret  even  thofe 
offers,  but  do  believe  that  they  proceeded  rather  from  the  fmart,  anguifli, 
and  defpair  thofe  gentlemen  felt,  from  the  languifhing  and  gafping  condition 
of  their  miferable  country,  than  from  their  want  of  affe6tion  and  duty  to  us 
and  our  intereft.  It  is  very  true,  the  miferies  and  calamities,  which  have  al- 
moft  overwhelmed  the  kingdom,  can  hardly  be  expreffed,  which  in  a fhort 
time,  if  feme  feafonable  and  very  timely  fupply  and  affiftance  be  not  applied, 
to  flop  the  fuccefs  of  our  Englilli  rebels  there,  muft  probably  be  concluded  in 
the  utter  extirpation  of  that  nation,  and  the  total  rooting  out  the  Catholic 
' religion  within  that  kingdom;  to  the  free  exercife  w'hereof,  many  indulgen- 
cies,  and  large  immunities  and  conceffions,  have  been  granted  by  us,  even  to 
the  fatisfadlion  of  thofe,  who  are  moft  zealous  promoters  of  it. 

As  all  thefe  fufferings  and  afflidlions  of  thofe  our  fubje6ts,  whatfoever  they 
are,  or  may  grow  to  be,  cannot  in  the  leaft  degree  be  imputed  to  any  fault  or 
failing  of  our  bleffed  father,  or  ourfelf;  fo  we  have  left  no  means  within  our 
power  unattempted  to  remedy  the  fame,  and  are  ftill  moft  ready  to  ufe  our 
utmoft  endeavours  to  procure  any  relief  for  them.  But  we  muft  confefs, 
that  in  this  fad  conjundlure  of  our  affairs,  which  is  enough  known  to  the 
world,  that  work  feems  almoft  defperate,  without  feme  conjundtion  in  Catho- 
lic 
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iic  princes,  ■w'ho  for  the  prefervation  of  that  religion,  and  out  of  compalfion 
to  fo  diftrelfed  a nation,  may  adminifler  fome  fuch  fuccour,  as  may  prevent 
the  immediate  ruin  of  that  people,  and  keep  the  rebels  from  an  entire  poffef- 
fion  of  that  kingdom,  until  farther  affiftance  may  be  applied  to  it.  And  how  to 
procure  any  I’uch  conjun6lion,  we  know  no  way  fo  good,  or  hopeful,  as  by  the 
mediation  and  example  of  your  highnefs ; who,  befides  feveral  other  teftimo- 
nies  of  your  great  aife6lion  to  us,  have  lately  given  a full  evidence  of  your 
particular  princely  care  of  that  people,  by  fending  them  fuch  an  ample  fupply 
and  affiftance,  as  hath  hitherto  (next  under  God)  alone  preferved  them  from 
being  fwallowed  up  by  their  and  our  enemies.  And  we  are  thereby  efpecially 
encouraged,  not  only  to  defire  your  council,  by  what  means  or  ways  we  our- 
felves  may  heft  endeavour  the' relief  of  our  poor  Catholic  fubje6ts  of  that 
kingdom;  but  that  your  highnefs,  by  fending  thofe  fuccours  you  intended, 
will  continue  your  goodnefs  and  favour  towards  them  to  that  degree,  that 
they  may  be  fuftained  in  a condition  to  contend  with  their  enemies,  until  by 
other  Catholic  affiftance  (for  the  procuring  whereof  nothing  fliall  be  left 
undone  on  our  part)  they  may  be  enabled  to  make  a farther  impreffion  upon 
the  rebels,  and  to  regain  what  they  have  loft.  And  for  the  better  carrying 
on  fo  good  a ^vork,  and  to  induce  your  highnefs  to  fo  charitable  and  charge- 
able an  enterprize,  as  we  have  already  confirmed  the  agreement  made  between 
our  deputy  of  that  our  kingdom,  and  the  abbot  of  St.  Catharine,  your  high- 
nefs’s  minifter  employed  thither:  fo  we  are,  and  will  be  moft  ready  to  con- 
fent  to  whatfoever  ffiall  be  propofed  to  be  done  on  our  part,  which  is  confiltent 
with  our  kingly  intereft,  and  the  obligations  we  ftand  bound  in  to  all  our 
good  fubje6ts.  And  your  highnefs  being  efpecially  inclined  to  this  glorious 
undertaking,  by  your  zeal  to  the  Catholic  religion,  we  do  give  our  royal 
promife  to  your  highnefs,  to  confent  freely  to  whatfoever  ftiall  be  neceftary 
to  the  fecurity  of  the  fame  within  that  kingdom;  and  doubt  not  but  we  lhall 
give  all  good  Catholics  all  neceftary  fatisfadion  in  that  particular.  And  to 
that  purpofe,  we  lhall  appoint  perfons  of  unqueftionable  aftedion  to  that  re- 
ligion, and  of  intereft  and  credit  with  that  nation,  to  attend  your  highnefs 
on  our  behalf,  and  in  our  name  to  confent  to  what  may  promote  this  good 
defign,  as  foon  as  we  lhall  receive  your  highnefs ’s  anfwer  upon  this  our  delire: 
not  doubting  but  that  if  you  ftiould  enter  into  a treaty  with  us  (which  we 
exceedingly  defire,  we  lliall  give, fuch  content  and  fatisfadion  to  your  high- 
nefs ill  whatfoever  fliall  be  propofed,  that  will  give  a full  encouragement  to 
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you  to  enter  upon  fo  glorious  an  undertaking;  I fhall  conclude,  alTuring 
you  that  I am, 

Your  moft  affe6tionate  coufm, 

Paris,  February  the  Qth,  1652.  .Chaeles  R. 


No.  XXXIX.* 


A Lift  of  the  Nobility  of  Ireland  in  1088.  (Page  170.) 
Protestant.  Catholic.  Protestant.  Catholic. 
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Bifliops  24 

No.  XL. 

77«e  Marquis  of  Ormond  to  Me  King.  {Page\7A.) 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

SOME  of  the  conditions  I was  conftraincd  to  admit  of, 
to  procure  a peace  with  this  people,  and  the  fatisfadlion  I was  forced  to 
give  the  Englifli  party  under  the  command  of  the  Lord  Inchiquin,  to  pur- 
chafe  their  fubmiflion  to  it  and  conjunction  with  the  Irifli  in  your  fervice, 
though  they  were  the  only  means,  by  which  it  was  poflTible  to  bring  your 
affairs  to  the  hopeful  ftate,  they  were  in  before  the  defeat  of  Dublin;  \"et 
that  and  other  misfortunes  happening,  thofe  compliances  and  the  reftraints 
they  left  upon  your  majefty's  authority,  as  they  were  in  a great  meafure 
the  molt  apparent  caufes  of  thofe  misfortunes,  fo  are  thofe  conditions  to 
the  Irifli,  the  greateft  grounds  of  defpair  that  now  appear  to  me  of  holding 
on  the  war  here. 

The  conclufion  of  a fecond  peace  with  Owen  O’Ncile  and  his  party,  which 
became  abfolutely  neceffary,  on  the  defedlion  of  molt  of  the  Englifh  towns 
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and  forces  in  Munfter,  and  by  the  arrival  and  fuccefs  of  Cromwell,  though 
it  have  confiderably  affifted  the  prefervation  of  the  towns  yet  remaining, 
and  feemed  to  be  a probable  means  to  unite  this  people,  and  remove  the 
caufe  and  fupport  of  and  divifion  amongft  them ; yet  the  clergy,  who  perhaps 
think  their  ambition  and  avarice  are  not  fufficiently  provided  for  and  fecured 
in  the  peace,  and  taking  the  UHter  party  (who  have  little  juftly  to  pretend  to, 
and  lefs  in  poffeffion)  to  be  thofe,  upon  whom  they  are  mod  likely  to  prevail 
to  cad  behind  them  all  confideration  of  loyalty  to  your  majedy,  or  love  to 
their  country,  when  either  fhall  come  in  competition  with  their  intered,  do 
make  ufe  of  their  power,  which  is  great  every  where,  but  chiefly  in  the  towns, 
to  keep  the  Ulder  party  drong,  and  out  of  it  to  garrifon  all  places  of  confi- 
deration, and  in  this  they  have  the  aflidance  of  fome  of  the  commiflioners, 
by  whofe  confent,  and  not  otherwife,  forces  are  to  be  raifed  and  maintained 
and  towns  garrifoned.  If  they  can  gain  this  point,  either  the  towns  mud 
not  be  garrifoned  at  all,  and  then  they  are  lod  as  foon  as  looked  upon ; or 
if  they  be,  it  will  be  with  a fort  of  men,  from  whofe  fuccefs  your  majedy  can 
expedl  no  advantage,  nor  ever  to  be  mader  of  thofe  places,  whatever  the 
event  be,  but  by  fubduing  them;  and  but  that  perhaps  it  will  not  fuit  with 
the  rebels’  intered  to  come  to  their  conditions,  I doubt  not  but  they  might 
purchafe  any  place  that  fliall  be  thus  fecured,  though  it  be  made  clear  enough 
to  the  clergy  and  to  the  Ulder  party,  that  in  the  infatiable  defire  of  ufurping 
all  power  into  their  hands,  as  it  is  mod  unjud,  fo  it  is  mod  ruinous  even  to 
their  own  ends;  fince  it  mud  neceffarily  produce,  fird,  a clidruft  in,  and 
then  a divifion  of  a great  party  from  them ; yet  I do  doubt,  v'hether  that 
will  prevail  to  bring  them  to  fuch  moderation,  as  to  make  if  much  more 
defirable  to  have  them  than  the  rebels  in  pofleifion  of  thofe  towns. 

Reajbfis  why  it  is  better  for  the  King's  Sjei'vke,  and  the  Prefenmtion  of  the 
Nation,  that  I immediately  attend  his  Majefy,  than  fay  here. 

V 

1.  The  didrud  wrought  in  the  minds  of  the  people  by  infinuations  of 
fome  fa6tiou3  perfons,  rather  countenanced  than  fuppreded  by  mod  of  the 
bifliops,  and  fortified  by  the  giving  up  of  Cahir,  Cowling,  and  other  places, 
where  men,  of  near  dependance  upon  and  relation  to  me,  were  truded,  hath 
taken  fuch  deep  root  in  them,  that  there  is  fmall  hope,  and  now  very  little 
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time  or  advantage  to  remove  it;  though  the  bifliops  .here  prefent  fhould 
endeavour  it  never  fo  really.  By  which  means  the  king's  authority  will 
fall  daily  into  more  contempt,  and  will  in  a diort  time  lofe  the  remaining 
IheAv  of  rerpe6l,  - rather  than  obedience,  that  is  yet  paid  unto  it;  and  the 
people,  believing  themfelves  betrayed,  will  think  it  vain  to  be  perfuaded 
into  action,  which  may  render  them  incapable  of  conditions  from  the  enemy; 
or  if  they  be  with  much  difficulty,  perhaps  with  church-cenfures,  gotten 
forth,  it  will  be  with  defpair  not  hope  of  fuccefs,  whilft  they  fufpeft  their 
leader  of  having  made  conditions  for  himfelf  upon  their  ruin;  or  if  not, 
that  being  an  heretic  he  cannot  profper,  Thefe  diftrufts,  and  the  union  of 
the  nation  (if  any  thing  can  do  it)  will  the  one  be  removed,  and  the  other 
eftabliffied  by  retiring;  and  it  will  be  more  for  the  king’s  fervice,  that  fome 
oppofition  be  made  againft  the  enemy,  though  without  dependence  upon 
his  authority  (which  I doubt  is  at  leaft  held  unfortunate)  than  that  the 
people  ffiould  be  totally  fubje6led  to  the  rebels  without  refiftance. 

2.  If  the  M'ant  of  any  diverfion  in  England,  and  of  any  fupply  hither, 
lhall  make  it  impoffible  in  human  appearance  to  refill  the  undiflra6led  force 
and  defign  of  the  enemy,  and  that  the  towns  and  people  obferving  this  ffiall 
refolve  or  be  forced  to  fubmit  to  conditions  fuch.as  they  can  get,  then  ffiall 
I,  and  as  many  men  of  honour  and  loyalty  as  will  adhere  to  me,  be  neceffi- 
tated  to  condition  alfo,  or  (which  is  much  better  as  to  me)  become  a de- 
ferted  fmall  party,  fubjedl  to  the  fcorn  of  enemies  of  all  kinds,  and  to  the 
treachery  of  fuch,  as  may  give  us  up  for  their  own  indemnity,  or  fome  mean 
reward.  Whereas  if  I be  gone,  it  may  be  excufable,  nay  lit  for  the  bell- 
affeded,  in  cafe  of  extremity,  to  condition  for  themfelves;  fo  their  condi- 
tioning exprefs  not  an  abfolute  perpetual  fubje6lion  to  the  rebels,  but  fuch 
temporary  compliance  as  may  preferve  them  in  a Hate  with  honour  to  refumc 
arms  for  his  majelly,  when  they  find  a probable  opportunity. 

3.  I find,  that  none  of  the  Protellants,’but  fuch  as  are  not  in  cafe  to  get 
off  ,-or  live  elfewhere,  will  Hay  with  us;  and  thefe  will  not  be  a number,  that 
will  be  accounted  a party.  Now  one  of  the  greateft  advantages  my  perfon 
was  or  could  be  of  to  this  nation  was,  what  my  intcrell  with  the  Protcllants 
gave  me,  which,  if  I ftay,  when  they  are  gone  will  be  wholly  loft;  fo  as  upon 
any  change  of  the  king’s  affairs  for  the  better,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to 
fave  the  beft-affecled,  unlefs  I keep  myfelf  with  fome  efteem  with  them. 

4.  My  prefence  at  the  tranfaftions  now  in  Holland  may  be  of  ufe  to  this 
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kingdom,  my  flaying  liere  can  be  of  little  fervice.  I am  ready  to  leave  bfs* 
majefly's  authority  with  any,  that  are  fit  to  manage  rt. 

5.  I conceive  the  garrifoning  of  Limerick  and  Galway  (without  which' 
it  feems  not  poffible  or  prudent  for  any  man  to  manage  the  war  here)  is  prin- 
cipally refufed  in  diftrufl  of  me,  and  that  when  I am  gone,  they  will  be  per- 
hiaded  to  receive  garrifons,  which,  of  what  party  of  Irifli  foever  it  be,  will 
tend  more  to  the  prefervation  of  the  nation,  than  to  have  none ; tliough  as 
to  me  in  the  prefent  exercife  of  the  king’s  authority,  fuch  men  are  like  to- 
be  fixed  upon,  as  I will  not  truft  my  felf  with,  and  others  I believe  I fhall* 
not  perfuade  them  to  receive. 

6.  Thofe,  that  would  perfuade  me,  that  the  people’s  belief  in  me  is  in  fome 
meafure  fuitable  to  my  defires  to  preferve  them,  do  attribute  whatever  appears- 
to  the  contrary  to  the  power  they  fuppofe  my  Lord  Inchiquin  has  with  me; 
and  the  diflafle  is  faid  to  be  fo  great  and  general  againfl  him,  that  whilft  he  is- 
in  power,  or  indeed  upon  the  place,  they  will  pretend  diffatisfadlion  and  defpair 
of  fuccefs.  But  I am  not  fatisfied,  that  if  he  were  removed,  their  diftrufl  of 
me  would  be  fo  too;  and  I think  not  fit  (upon  fuch  uncertainties,  as  are 
the  meafures  we  can  take  of  this  people’s  refolutions)  to  Ihew  an  indifference 
towards  him,  or  a defire  to  feparate  from  his  interefl,  to  whom  I have  fome 
obligation,  in  reference  to  his  feafonable  adlive  endeavours  for  the  king’s- 
fervice,  and  his  defire  to  co-operate  with  me  in  it  out  of  a confidence  in  my 
friendfhip  and  honefly;  fo  that  for  both  of  us  to  remove,  I hope  to  be  befl 
for  all  interefls.  If  he  fliould  go  alone,  it  is  poffible  fome  fliarp  expoflulations, 
that  have  pafl  betvv^ixt  him  and  thofe  intrufled  by  the  nation,  may  fliarpen 
his  relation  of  their  carriage  and  intentions;  and  if  he  flay,  he  will  neither- 
triifl  nor  be  trufled  by  them,  and  may  think  of  fome  courfe  for  his  fafety,  that 
may  not  fuit  Avith  theirs. 

7.  My  fortune  being  wholly  loft,  and  with  it  my  ^credit  for  money,  by 
which  I fupported  myfelf  ever  fince  I came  into  the  kingdom,  I fhall  prefen tly 
fall  into  fuch  wants  as  will  render  the  king’s  authority  contemptible;  if  it 
were  reafonable  to  hope  that  the  little  remainder  could  fupply  me.. 
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; No.XLI. 

Declaration  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  {Page  175.) 

ift.  IT  is  not  and  never  was  a do6lrine  or  tenet  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  that  the  pope  or  general  councils  have  power  to  depofe  kings,  or 
to  abfolve  their  fubje6ls  from  their  allegiance. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  by  no  means  lawful  for  lubjefts,  to  oppofe  or  ufe 
violence  againfi;  their  king,  or  his  eftablilhed  government,  or  to  confpire 
with  his  enemies  direftly  or  indire6tly  againft  him  or  the  ftate,  under  which 
they  live,  and  by  whom  they  are  proteded;  and  any  fubje6t  who  fliould  fo 
tranfgrefs  would  become  guilty  of  mortal  and  moft  heinous  fin  before  God, 
any  fuch  a6t  of  difpenfation  or  abfolution  notwithftanding. 

2d.  It  is  not  and  never  was  a doctrine  or  tenet  of » the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  that  thofe  of  her  communion  may  break  faith  with,  murder,  plun- 
der, or  defraud  thofe  of  a different  communion  of  religion. 

On  the  contrary,  fuch  is  abominable  and  damnable  do6lrine,  equally 
repugnant  to  the  law  of  nature,  and  to  the  law  of  God,  which  obliges  us  to 
obferve  fidelity,  honefiy,  and  charity,  as  ftricfly  towards  thofe  of  a different 
religion  as  towards  thofe  of  our  Own. 

3d,  It  is  not  and  never  was  a do6trine  or  tenet  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  that  the  pope  has  any  dire6t  or  indire6l  authority  or  power  over 
the  temporaPpower  and  jurifdicfion  of  princes. 

On  the  contrary,  if  the  pope  fliould  pretend  to  difpenfe  with  the  allegiance 
of  his  majefly’s  fubjefts,  or  invade  his  dominions,  we  would  deem  fuch  dif- 
penfation null  and  void,  and  all  Catholic  fubjeOls  if  commanded  or  required, 
are  bound  in  confcience  to  defend  their  king  and  country,  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives  and  fortunes, 

4th.  It  is  not  and  never  was  a doftrjne  or  tenet  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  that  the  pope  or  any  power  on  earth  can  licence  man  to  take  falfe 
oaths,  to  lie,  forfwear,  or  perjure  themfelves  on  any  account  whatfoever,  or 
to  maflacrc  their  neighbours,  cheat,  or  injure  them  or  their  native  country, 
on  pretence  of  promoting  the  Catholic  religion,  or  for  any  other  purpofe 
, whatfoever. 

On  the  contrary,  fuch  doctrine  and  tenets  are  condemiKxl  by  our  church 
as  an  unchriftian,  abominable,  finful  and  wicked;  and  all  pardons  or  dif- 
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penfatioiis  allcdged  or  pretended  to  be  granted  for  any  fuch  ends  orpurpofes 
would  be  null  and  void,  adding  facrilege  and  blafphemy  to  the  crimes  above 
mentioned. 


No.  XLII. 

By  the  Lord  Deputy  and  Council,  A Proclamation.  (^Page  183.) 

Tyrcoxnel. 

FORASjVIUCH  as  feveral  perfons  in  the  province  of 
Ulfter,  and  town  of  Sligo,  in  this  his  majefty’s  kingdom,  have  entered  into 
feveral  affociations,  containing  no  lefs  offence  than  high  treafon,  and  there- 
upon formed  themfelves  into  feveral  parties,  dividing  and  marflialling  them- 
felves  into  feveral  regiments,  troops,  and  companies,  marching  well  armed 
up  and  down  the  country,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  king’s  liege  people,  in 
manifeft  breach  of  the  law  and  of  the  peace  of  this  realm ; and  having  refolved 
within  our  felves  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood  as  long  as  it  was  poffible, 
by  ufing  all  peaceable  means  to  reduce  the  faid  malefactors  to  their  obe- 
dience, have  of  late  iifued  out  a proclamation,  fetting  forth  the  faid  diforders, 
requiring  all  the  faid  parties  to  difperfe  and  repair  to  their  feveral  habitations 
and  callings,  affuring  every  of  them  of  his  majefty’s  pardon  and  protection. 
And  whereas.  We  fee  the  faid  offenders,  inftead  of  complying  with  our  faid 
proclamation,  ftill  do  perfift  in  their  wickednefs,  by  continuing  in  actual 
rebellion,  breaking  of  prifons,  and  difcharging  .of  prifoners  fecured  by  due 
com fe  of  law,  for  robberies,  fellonies,  and  other  hainous  crimes;  by  feizing 
upon  his  majefty’s  arms  and  ammunition,  imprifoning  feveral  of  his  majefty’s 
army,  difarming  and  difmounting  them:  killing  and  murdering  feveral  of 
his  majefty’s  fubje6ts,  pillaging  and  plundering  the  country,  and  daily  com- 
mitting feveral  other  a6ts  of  hoftility;  and  finding  no  other  way  to  fupprefs 
the  faid  rebellion.  We  the  lord  deputy  have  caufed  a party  of  his  majefty’s 
army,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Rich.  Hamilton,  to  march 
into  the  province  of  Ulfter,  to  reduce  the  rebels  there  by  force  of  arms,  the 
confequence  whereof  cannot  but  be  very  fatal  to  that  country,  and  the  inha- 
bitants thereof,  and  will  inevitably  occafion  the  total  ruine  and  deftruclion  of 
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that  part  of  his  majefty’s  kingdom.  The  confideration  whereof  hath  given 
us  great  difquiet  and  trouble  of  mind ; that  a country  well  planted  and  inha- 
bited, fhould  now,  by  the  infolency  and  traitorous  wickednefs  of  its  own 
inhabitants,  be  brought  to  mine  and  defolation,  which  we  are  hill  willing  to 
prevent,  if  any  fpark  of  grace  be  yet  remaining  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  con- 
fpirators;  hereby  declaring,  notwithftanding  the  many  affronts  by  them  put 
upon  his  majefty’s  government,  notwithftanding  the  feveral  a6ts  of  hoftility 
by  them  committed,  that  if  they  will  now  fubmit  and  become  dutiful  fub- 
je6fs,  his  majefty’s  mercy  lliall  be  extended  to  them,  excepting  the  perfons 
hereafter  excepted;  and  in  order  thereunto.  We  the  lord  deputy  and  council 
do  ftri6lly  charge  and  command  all  fuch  perfons  in  arms  in  Ulfter  or  the 
town  of  Sligo,  forthwith  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  that  the  principal  perfon 
among  them  now  in  the  north,  do  forthwith  repair  to  Lieutenant  General 
Richard  Hamilton,  and  deliver  up  to  him  their  arms  and  fervieeable  horfes, 
and  to  give  him  hoftages  as  an  aflurance  of  their  future  loyalty  and  obedience 
to  his  majefty,  and  that  all  their  adherents  do  deliver  up  their  arms  and  fer- 
viceable  horfes  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  as  he  the  faid  Lieutenant  General 
Hamilton  ftiall  appoint  to  receive  them.  And  We  do  alfo  farther  charge  and 
command  all  the  principal  perfons  of  other  commotions  and  infurre6fions  in 
Sligo,  to  repair  forthwith  either  to  L^^s  the  lord  deputy,  or  to  Colonel  IMac 
Donald,  at  the  Boyle,  and  deliver  up  their  arms  and  fervieeable  horfes,  and 
to  giv'e  hoftages  and  fecurity  for  their  future  peaceable  deportment;  and 
their  adherents  to  lay  down  their  arms  to  be  delivered  up  together  with  their 
fervieeable  horfes  to  the  faid  Colonel  Mac  Donald.  We  the  lord  deputy 
hereby  giving  fafe  conduct  to  fuch  of  them  as  will  fubmit  according  to  this 
our  proclamation.  And  we  do  hereby  farther  (leclare,  that  fuch  of  the  faid 
perftjiis  as  ftiall  giv^e  obedience  to  thefe  our  commands,  except  the  perfons 
hereafter  excepted,  ftiall  have  his  majefty’s  proteftion  and  pardon  for  all  paft 
offenees  relating  to  the  faid  commotions  and  infurreHions;  but  in  cafe  they 
ftiall  be  fo  unhappy,  as  to  perfift  in  their  ivicked  defigns  and  treafonable  prac- 
tifes,  We  the  lord  deputy  do  hereby  command  all  his  majefty ’s  forces  to  fall 
upon  them  wherever  they  meet  them,  and  to  treat  them  as  rebels  and 
traitors  to  his  majefty;  yet  to  the  end  the  innocent  may  not  fufter  for  the 
crimes  of  the  iiocent,  and  that  the  committal  of  inhumane  a6ts  may  he 
prevented,  We  do  hereby  ftriftly  charge  and  command  his  majefty’s  army 
now  upon  their  march  to  the  North,  and  all  other  his  majefty 's  forces,  tha'^t 
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they,  or  either  of  them,  do  not  prefume  to  ufe  any  violence,  to  women,  chil- 
dren, ag'cd  or  clecrepid  men,  labourers,  plow-nien,  tillers  of  the  ground,  or 
to  any  other,  who  in  thefe  commotions  demean  themfelves  inoffenfively^ 
Avithout  joining  with  the  rebels,  or  aiding  or  affifting  them  in  their  traitorous 
actions  and  behaviour.  But  in  regard  to  Hugh,  Earl  of  IMount  Alexantler, 
John  I.ord  ^^ifeount  Mazareen,  Robert  Lord  Baron  of  Kingftone,  Clotworthy 
Scheffington,  Efep  fon  to  the  Lord  Vifconnt  IMazareen,  Sir  Robert  Calvil, 
Sir  Arthur  Rarvdon,  Sir  John  Magil,  John  Hawkins,  Robert  Sanderfon,  and 
Francis  Hamilton,  fon  to  Sir  Charles  Hamilton,  who  have  been  the  principal 
a6lors  in  the  faid  rebellion,  and  the  perfons  who  advifed  and  fomented  the 
fame,  and  inveigled  others  to  be  involved  therein;  we  think  fit  to  except 
them  out  of  this  proclamation,  as  perfons  not  deferving  his  majefty’s  favor. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  of  Dublin,  March  7th,  l6S8. 

A.  Fytton.  C.  Will.  Talbot 

Granard  Tho.  Newcomen 

Limerick  Rich.  Hamilton 

% 

Bellew  Fran.  Plowden 


No.  XLIIL 

Mr.  Osborn’s  Letter  to  My  Lord  Massereen.  {Page  ]83.) 

Loghhrickland,  JSIareh  gth,  l6s&. 

My  Lord, 

ON  the  6th  inftant  I w'as  introduced  by  my  Lord  Gra- 
nard  into  my  lord  deputy’s  prefence  in  the  caftle  of  Dublin.  I have  his  pafs 
to  come  and  go  through  and  back  from  Ulfter;  and  though  1 have  not  his 
excellency’s  dire6t  commiffion,  yet  I will  alfure  you  I am  at  Icafi;  permitted 
by  the  lord  deputy  to  acquaint  the  chief  and  others  of  thofe  of  the  Ulfler 
aflbeiation,  with  his  difeourfe  to  me,  which  AV'as  to  the  effebt  following:  to  Avit, 
Firfi,  That  his  excellency  doth  not  delight  in  the  blood  and  deA^aftation 
of  the  faid  province;  but,  however,  highly  refents  their  taking  and  continuing 
in  arms;  the  affronts  done  by  them  to  his  majefty’s  gOATrnment  thereby,  and 
by  fome  indignities  done  to  the  late  proclamation  of  clemency,  ilfued  and 
dated — 
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Secondly.  Notwithftanding  whereof,  is  willing  to  receive  the  fame  pro- 
vince into  protedion,  provided  they  immediately  deliver  up  his  army,  for  his 
inajelty’s  ufe,  their  arms  and  ferviceable  horfe;  and  provided  they  deliver  up 

to  his  excellency  thefe  three  perfons,  viz. it 

they  remain  in  the  kingdom,  and  may  be  had. 

Tiiirdly.  And  for  fiirther  manifeftation  of  his  defign  to  prevent  blood,  is 
Avilling  to  grant  fafe  con  dud  even  to  the  faid  three  perfons,  or  any  other  of 
their  party,  to  and  from  his  excellency,  and  to  and  from  Lieutenant  General 
Hamilton,  commander  of  part  of  his  army  hereafter  mentioned,  if  they  intend 
any  peaceable  and  reafonable  treaty  : but  withall,  not  upon  the  faid  account, 
or  any  other,  to  Hop  the  march  of  the  faid  part  of  his  army,  no,  not  for  one  hour  ; 
and  if  it  fliall  appear  in  fuch  treaty,  that  they  took  up  arms  merely  for  felf- 
prefervation,  then  he  will  pardon  even  the  faid  three  perfons  alfo ; but  is  hoper 
lefs,  that  any  fuch  thing  can  be  made  appear,  feeing  that  many  of  them  have 
already  accepted,  and  received  commiffions  from  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
difplay  his  colours  in  the  field,  as  his  excellency  is  credibly  infoiTned, 
'Fourthly.  If  thefe  terms  be  not  immediately  agreed  to,  he  will,  with  part  of 
his  army,  fight  them,  which  part  he  intends  fliall  beat  Newry  on  Monday,  the 
1 ] th  of  this  inftant,  which  Avill  from  thence  march  to  Belfaft,  and  from  thence 
to  Colrain  and  Londondcriy,  as  his  excellency  intends;  and  that  the  country 
Irilh,  not  of  the  army,  men,  Avomcn,  and  boys,  now  all  armed  with  half-pikes 
and  bayonets,  in  the  counties  of  Cavan,  IMonaghan,  Tyrone,  Londonderry,  &c. 
will,  upon  the  approach  of  the  faid  jiart  of  the  army,  and  of  the  Britifh  in  the 
faid  counties;  which  foice  and  violence  of  the  rabble,  his  excellencv  faith  he 
cannot  rcftrain  ; and  fears  that  it  maybe  greater  than  in  l641.  Thefe  are  the 
heads  of  what  I can  offer  to  a ou  from  his  excellency’s  own  mouth;  but  I in- 
tend to  beat  Hillfljorough  to  night,  and  there  to  Hay  for  this  night,  Avhere,  if 
you  think  fit,  I fliall  freely  difeourfe  Avith  you  all  the  particulars  ; whereof  I 
hope,  you  Acill  giA'c  immediate  notice  to  all  chiefly  concerned  in  your  country 
and  neighbourhood,  for  gaining  of  time.  I haA’e  fent  this  exprefs,  that  your 
lordfhipmay  giA'e  advertifements  by  exprefs,  to  all  fuch  as  your  lordfliip  thinks 
convenient.  I Hiall  add  no  farther  till  I have  the  honour  to  fee  your  lordliiij). 

VoLir  lordlhip’s  obedient  fervant, 


Alex.  Osborne. 
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No.  XLIV. 

The  Names  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  ftting  at 
Dublin  the  Tth  of  May,  1689,  and  continued  ftting  till  the  \Sth  of  July, 
and  then  prorogued  until  the  I'lth  of  November.  (Page  184.) 


THE  LORDS. 


Sir  Alexander  Fitter,  Lord  Baron  of 
Gofworth,  Lord  Chancellor 
Earl  of  W eftmeath 
Earl  of  Barrymore 
Earl  of  Clancarty 
Earl  of  Tyrone 
Earl  of  Longford 
Earl  of  Granard 
Earl  of  Limerick 
Lord  Vifcount  Glanmalira 
Vifcount  Killmallock 
Vifcount  Iveagh 
Vifcount  Mountgarret 
Vifcount  Dillon 
Vifcount  Roife 
Vifcount  Galhvay 

Sir  Valentine  Brown,  Vifcount  Ken- 
mare,  lately  made 
Juftin  McCarthy,  Vifcount  IMont 
Cadiel,  lately  made 
Lord  Bifliop  of  Meath 


Bhliop  of  Oflbry 
Bhliop  of  Cork 
Bhliop  of  Limericke 
Lord  Baron  of  Athenrec 
Baron  of  Kinfale 
Baron  of  Ennilkillen 
Baron  of  Strabane 
Baron  of  Caftleconnell 
Baron  of  Brittas 
Barpn  of  D unbay ne 
Baron  of  Cahirr 
Baron  of  Howth 
Baron  of  Dunfany 
Baron  of  Upper  Olfory 
Lord  Baron  of  Slane 
Chief  Juftice  Nugent,  Baron  of  Riverf- 
town,  lately  made 

John  Bourk,  Baron  of  Bophin,  lately 
made 

Baron  of  Trinleftown. 


THE  COMMONS. 


County  of  Catherlough.  Borough  of  Callan. 

Dtully  Bagnal,  Efq.  Walter  Butler,  Efq. 

Henry  Luttrell,  Efq.  Tady  Meagher,  Efq. 

Borough 
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Borough  of  Catherlogh. 
^larcus  Bagot,  Efq. 

John  Warren, -Efq. 

Borough  of  Old  Lughlin. 
Darby  Long,  Efq. 

Daniel  Doran 

County  of  GaUzvay. 

Sir  Ulick  Bourk,  Bart. 

Sir  Walter  Blake,  Bart. 

Bormigh  of  Athenry. 

James  Talbot,  of  Mount  Talbot,  Efq. 
Charles  Daly,  of  Dunfandal,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Tuam. 

James  Lally,  of  Tulleneclally 
William  Bourk,  of  Carrewfraila 
County  of  Kilkenny. 

James  Grace,  of  Courflowne,  Efq. 
Robert  Wallh,  of  Clonencaffy,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Thomastoxcn. 
Robert  Grace  the  elder,  Efq. 

Robert  Grace  the  younger,  Efq. 

. Borough  of  Goxvr an. 
Richard  Butler,  Efq. 

Walter  Kelly,  Do6tor  of  Phyfic 
Borough  of  Inifioge. 
Edward  Fitzgerald,  Efq. 

James  Fitzgerald,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Knocktoplicr. 
Harvey  iVIorres,  Efij. 

Henry  Meagh,  Efq. 

City  of  Kilkenny. 

John  Rooth,  Mayor  of  that  City 
James  Bryan,  Alderman 

County  of  Cork. 

Juftin  McCarthy,  Elq. 

Sir  Richard  Nagle,  Knt. 


''  Borough  of  Youghall. 

Thomas  Uniack,  Alderman 
Edward  Gough,  Alderman 

Borough  of  Kinfale. 

Andrew  Murrogh,  Efq. 

Miles  de  Courfey,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Baltimore. 

Daniel  O’Donovan,  Efq. 

Jeremy  Donavan,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Bandenbridge. 
Charles  M'Carlhy,  of  Ballen,  Efq. 
Daniel  McCarthy  Reagh,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Cloghnokelty. 
Lieutenant  Collocn  Owen  McCarthy, 
Efq. 

Daniel  M‘Fin  INLCarthy,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Middletdxvn. 
Dermond  Long,  Efq. 

John  Long,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Mayalloxv. 

John  Barret,  of  Cafilemore,  Efq. 

David  Nagle,  of  Carragowne,  Eftj. 
Manor  and  Borough  of  Roth  Cormuek. 
James  Barry,  Efq. 

Edward  Powell,  Efq. 

Manor  of  I)  oner  ail. 

Daniel  O’Donovane,  Efq. 

John  Baggot,  jun.  of  Bagotftown,  Elq. 

Borough  of  Charlexile. 

John  Bagot,  fen.  of  Bagotftown,  Ef(|. 
John  Power,  of  Killballane 

County  of  Tipperary. 
Nicholas  Pnrcel,  of  Longinore,  Efcj. 
James  Butler,  of  Graniirebefrtr 
City  of  Cajhell. 

Denis  Kearny,  Alderman 
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James  Hacket,  Alderman 

Borough  of  ClonmcU. 
Nicholas  White,  Alderman 
John  Bray,  Alderman 

Borough  of  Fethard. 

Sir  John  Everard,  Bart. 

James  Tabin,  of  Fethard,  Efq. 

City  of  JVaterford. 

John  Porter,  Efq. 

Nicholas  Fitzgerald,  Efq, 

County  af  Kerry. 

Nichols  Brown,  Efq. 

Sir  Thomas  Crofsby,  Knt. 

Borough  of  Trayley. 
IMaurice  Huffey,  of  Kerry,  Ef(|. 

John  Brown,  of  Ardagh,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Dinglefdacouchc. 
Edward  Rice  Fitz  James,  of  Balline- 
lig,  in  the  County  of  Limerick 
John  Hulfey,  of  Culmullin,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Ardfert. 
Callonel  Pcoger  M‘Ellyot 
Cornelius  M‘Gillicuddy  ‘ 

City  of  Limerick. . 
Nicholas  Arthur,  Alderman 
Thomas  Harrold,  Alderman 

Borough  of  Rof common. 

John  Dillon,  Efq. 

John  Kelly,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Boyle. 
Captain  John  King 
Terrence  M‘Dermot,  Alderman 
County  of  Meath. 

Sir  William  Talbott,  Bart. 

Sir  Patrick  Barnwall,  Bart. 


Borough  of  Batooth. 

John  Huffey,  Efq. 

James  Fitzgerald,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Trym. 

Captain  Nicholas  Cufacke 
'Walter  Nangle,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kaiwi. 
Chriftopher  Cufack,  of  Corballis,  Efq. 
Chriftopher  Cufack,  of  llatholeran,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kells. 

Patrick  Everard,  Efq. 

John  Delamare,  Efq. 

Bo?'ough  of  Athboy. 

John  Trynder,  Efq. 

Robert  Longfield,  Efq. 

City  of  Cork. 

Sir  James  Cotter,  Knt. 

John  GallaAvay,  Efq. 

County  of  Limerick. 

Sir  John  Fitzgerald,  Bart. 

Gerrald  Fitzgerald,  Knt.  of  the  Glyn 
Borough  of  Kilmallock. 

Sir  William  Harley,  Bart. 

JohirLacy,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Afccaton. 

John  Bourk,  of  Cahirmayhill,  Efq. 
Edward  Rice,  Efq, 

County  of  JVcflmeath. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  William  Niment 

o 

The  Hon.  Col.  Henry  Dillon. 

Borough  and  Manor  of  Mullengarr. 
Gerrald  Dillon,  Efq.  Prime  Serjeant 
Edmond  Nugent,  of  Carlanftowne 
Borough  of  Athlone. 

' Edmond  Mtilone,ofBallynabourne,Efq. 

Edmond 
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Edmond  Malone,  of  Jurifperit,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kebeggan. 

Brian  Geoghegan,  of  Donore,  Efq. 
Charles  Geoghegan,  of  Lyonane,  Efq. 

Queen's  County. 

Sir  Patrick  Trant,  Knt. 

Edmond  Morres,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Marryhrough. 
Pierce  Bryan,  Efq. 

Thady  Fitzpatrick,  Efq. 

Borough  of  BallyneMU. 

Sir  Gregory  Byrne,  Bart. 

Oliver  Grace,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Galloway. 

Oliver  Martin,  Efq. 

JohnKirwan,  Efq. 

County  of  Canjan. 

Phillip  Reyley,  of  Aghnecrefey,  Efq, 
John  Reyley,  of  Ganiroback,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Cavan. 

Phillip  Oge  O’Reyly,  Efq. 

Hugh  Reyley,  of  Lara,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Bellturbet. 

Sir  Edv'ard  Tyrrel,  Bart. 

Phillip  Tuite,  of  Newcaftle,  Efq. 

County  of  IVaterford. 

John  Power,  Efq. 

Matthew  Hore,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Dungarvan. 

John  Hore,  Efq. 

Martin  Hore,  Efq. 

County  of  Sligoe. 

Henry  Crofton,  Efq. 

Oliver  O’Gara,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Sligoe. 

Terrence  Mac  Donogh,  Efq. 


James  French,  Efq. 

County  of  Tyrone. 

Colonel  Gourdon  O’Neile 
Lewis  Doe,  of  Dungannon,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Dungannon. 

Arthur  O’Neile,  Efq. 

Peter  Donnelly,  of  Dungannon 
Borough  of  Strabane. 
Chriftopher  Nugent,  Efq. 

Daniel  Donelly,  Gent. 

County  of  Clare. 

Daniel  O’Bryan,  Efq. 

John  Mac  Namarra,  of  Crattlagh,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Ennis. 

Florence  Mac  Namarra,  of  Dronodd, 
Efq. 

Theobald  Butler,  of  Straghnagohoone, 
Efq. 

County  of  Ley  trim. 

Edmond  Reynells,  Efq. 

Triell  Farrell,  Efq, 

Borough  of  Jamestown. 
Alexander  Macdonnel,  Efq. 

William  Shanley,  Efq. 

County  of  Ardmagh. 

Francis  Stratford,  Efq. 

Conftantine  O’Neale,  Efq. 

County  of  Antrim. 

Cormucke  O’Neale 
Randall  Mac  Donnell 

Borough  of  Bellf aft. 

Marcus  Talbott 
Daniel  O’Neale 

County  of  JV exford. 

Walker  Butler,  of  Monfin,  Efq. 
Patrick  Colclough,  of  Maebury 
4 s Borough 
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Borough  of  jrexford, 

William  Talbot,  Efq. 

Francis  Rooth,  merchant 

Boi'ough  of  New  Rofs. 

Luke  Dormer,  Efq. 

Richard  Butlei\  Efq. 

Boi'ough  of  Newbury. 
Abraham  Strange,  of  Toberduffe,  Efq, 
Richard  Doyle,  of  Kilorky 

Borough  of  Enifcorthy. 

J ames  Devereux,  of  Cargmenan,  Ehj. 
Arthur  Waddinton  Portriff 

Boj'ough  of  Taghmon. 

George  Hore,  of  Polehore,  Efq. 
Walter  Hore,  of  Harper ftOA\aie 
Borough  of  Bmmoxv. 

Francis  Plowden,  Efq.* 

Dr.  Alexius  Stafford 


Borough  of  Cloghminc. 

Edward  Sherlock,  of  the  city  of  Dub' 
lin,  Efq. 

Nicholas  White,  of  Roffe,  merchant 
Borough  of  Fetherd. 

The  Right  Hon.  Col.  James  Porter 
Captain  Nicholas  Stafford 

County  of  Longford. 

Roger  Farrell,  Efq. 

Robert  Farrell,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Lanijhorough. 
Oliver  Fitz  Gerrald 
Roger  Farrell 

County  of  Mayo. 

Gerrald  Moor,  Efq. 

Walter  Bourke,  Efq., 

Borough  of  Cafleharr. 

John  Bremingham  Portriffe 


* It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  only  names,  which  appear  not  tobelrifh  in  this  lift  of  the  mem- 
bers are  the  two  members  for  Bannow,  and  Mr.  Luke  Dormer,  member  for  New  Rofs.  All  thefe  three 
gentlemen  were  of  Englifti  Catholic  families  : indeed  there  were  fnppofed  to  have  been  only  fixPro- 
teftant  members  returned  to  that  parliament.  Moft  of  the  members  were  men  of  landed  property, 
and  probably  were  the  faireft  reprefentation  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  that  ever  were  fent  to  any  par- 
liament of  that  country.  Mr.  F.  Plowden  was  a younger  brother  of  the  Plowdens  of  Plowden  in 
Shropfhire,  and  great  great  uncle  to  the  author.  He  followed  the  fortunes  of  James,  and  afted  as 
his  treafurer  at  St.  Germaine’s,  where  after  forae  years  he  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
John  Stafford  Howard,  who  was  the  fecond  fon  of  William  Vifcount  Stafford  (beheaded  in  l68o) 
by  Mary  Stafford,  the  heirefs  of  the  noble  family  of  that  name,  as  well  as  to  the  ancient  barony  of 
Stafford,  which  was  reftored  by  Edward  VI.  to  Henry  Lord  Stafford,  the  fbn  of  Edward  Stafford, 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  attainted  and  beheaded  in  1520.  Francis  Plowden  had  ilfue  by  Mary  his 
wife  three  children  : Francis,  who  died  unmarried  at  Paris  in  1788  ; Louifa,  who  died  unmarried 
at  Paris  in  1784  ; and  Mary,  who  married  Sir  George  Jerningham,  of  Colley,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  Bart,  whofe  eldeft  fon  the  prcfent  Sir  William  Jerningham,  if  he  furvive  Lady  Stafford, 
a maiden  lady  of  very  advanced  age  now  living  at  Paris,  the  laft  furviving  daughter  of  W illiam 
late  Earl  of  Stafford,  who  died  in  1734,  will  become  foie  heir  to  the  barony  of  Stafford.  The  late 
Lady  Jerningham  was  a Angular  inftance  of  having  lived  to  fee  fix  generations  of  her  own  family. 


Thomas 
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Thomas  Bourke,  Efq. 

County  of  Downe. 

IMurtogh  Mac  Gennis,  of  Green  Caftle, 
Efq. 

Ever  Mac  Gennis,  of  Caftle  William, 
Efq. 

Boj'ough  of  NezcTy. 

Rowland  White,  Efq. 

Rowland  Savage,  Efq. 

Borough  of  KilUleagh. 
Barnard  Mac  Gennis,  of  Ballygorian- 
beg,  Efq. 

Toole  O’Niel,  of  Drummekelly,  Gent. 
County  of  Dublin. 

Simon  Lutterell,  of  Lutterellftonme, 
Efq. 

Patrick  Sarsfield,  of  Lucan,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Swords. 

Francis  Barnwall,  of  Woodfcarke,  in 
the  county  of  Meath,  Efq. 
Robert  Ruflell,  of  Drynham,  Efq. 

Borough  oj  Newcafle. 

Thomas  Arthur,  of  Colganftowne 
John  Talbot,  of  Bellgard 

City  of  Dublin. 

SirlVIichaelCrcagh,  Knt.  Lord  Mayor 
Terence  Dermot,  fen.  Alderman 
College  of  Dublin. 

Sir  John  Meade,  Knt. 

Jofeph  Coghlan,  Efq. 

County  of  JFickloxc. 

Richard  Butler,  Efq. 

William  Talbot,  Eftp 

Borough  of  Caris-Fort. 

Hugh  By  rone,  Efq. 

Pierce  Archbold,  Efq.  upon  default 


of  a procefs  of  P.  A.  Palewheele, 
Efq. 

Borough  of  fVicklow. 

Francis  Tool,  Efq. 

Thomas  Byrne,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Blejjington. 

James  Euftace,  Efq. 

Maurice  Euftace,  Gent. 

County  of  Kildare. 
JohnWogan,  Efq. 

George  Aylmer,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Neas. 

Walter  Lord  Dungan 
Charles  White,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Athy. 

William  Fitz  Gerrald,  Efq. 

William  Archbold,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Harriftowne. 

James  Nihell,  Efq. 

Edmond  Fitz  Gerrald,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kildare. 

Francis  Leigh,  Efq. 

Robert  Porter,  Efq. 

King’s  County. 

Hewer  Oxburgh,  Efq. 

Owen  Carrol,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Phillipjlowne. 

John  Connor,  Efq. 

Hewer  Oxburgh,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Bannagher. 

Terence  Coghlan,  Efq. 

Terence  Coghlan,  Gent. 

Borough  of  Drogheda. 

Henry  Dowdal,  Efq.  Recorder 
Chrillopher  Peppard  Fitz  George,  Al- 
derman 


4 s 2 
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County  of  Low th. 

Thomas  Bellew,  Efq. 

William  Talbot,  Efq. 

Bor&ugh  of  Athef'dee. 

Hugh  Gernon,  Efq. 

John  Babe,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Dundalk. 

Robert  Dermot,  Efq. 

John  Dowdgall,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Carlingford. 
Chrihopher  Peppard  Fitz  IgnatinSjEfq. 
Biyan  Dermot,  Efq. 

County  of  Rofconimon. 
Charles  Kelly,  Efq. 

John  Bourke,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Fowtc,  in  Commitat. 
TVeJi  Meath. 


Chriftopher  Nugent,  of  Dardyf- 
towne 

Borough  of  St.  Johnjion,  in  Commit. 
Longford. 

Sir  William  Ellis,  Knt. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Nu- 
gent 

Borough  of  Portarlbigton,  in  Queen  & 
County. 

Sir  Henry  Bond,  Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Hacket,  Knt. 

Monaghan. 

Bryan  IVIac  Mahon,  Efq. 

Hugh  ]\Iac  Mahon,  Efq. 

Gowran. 

Colonel  Robert  Fielding,  in  head  af 
Richard  Bntler,  Efq. 

John  Nugent,  of  Donore,  Efq. 

The  commons  chofe  Sir  Richard  Nagle  their  fpeaker,  and  Mr.  John  Kernly 
was  clerk  of  that  houfe. 


King  James’s  Speech  to  both  Hoifes  of  Parliament  in  Irelandypublijhed  by  his 
Majejiy’s  Order,  May  \Oth,  1689. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  exemplary  loyalty,  which  this  nation  expreft  to  me, 
at  a time  when  others  of  my  fubjedls  fo  undutifully  behaved  themfelves  to 
me,  or  fo  bafely  betrayed  me ; and  your  feconding  my  deputy  as  you  did, 
in  his  bold  and  refolute  alferting  my  right,  and  preferving  this  kingdom  for 
me,  and  putting  it  in  a pofture  of  defence,  made  me  refolve  to  come  to  you, 
and  to  venture  my  life  with  you,  in  the  defence  of  your  liberty,  and  my 
right ; and  to  my  great  fatisfa6lion  I have  not  only  found  you  ready  and 
willing  to  ferve  me,  but  that  your  courage  has  equalled  your  zeal,  I have 
always  been  for  liberty  of  confcience,  and  againft  invading  any  man’s  pro- 
perty ; 
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■ pert;y ; having  ftill  in  my  mind  the  faying  of  holy  writ,  Do  as  you  would  be 
done  by  ; for  that  is  the  law  and  the  prophets.  It  was  this  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  I gave,  which  my  enemies  both  abroad  and  at  home  dreaded,  efpe- 
cially  when  they  faw,  that  I was  refolved  to  have  it  eftablillied  by  law  in  all 
my  dominions,  and  made  them  fet  themfelves  up  againfi;  me,  though  for  dif- 
ferent reafons  ; feeing  that  if  I had  once  fettled  it,  my  people  in  the  opinion, 
of  the  one  would  have  been  too  happy,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  other  too 
great.  This  argument  Avas  made  ufe  of  to  perfuade  their  own  people  to  join 
with  them,  and  too  many  of  my  own  fiibje6ls  to  ufe  me  as  they  have  done  ; 
but  nothing  fliall  ever  perfuade  me  to  change  my  mind  as  to  that : and 
Avherefoever  I am  mafter,  I dcfign,  God  willing,  to  eftablifli  it  by  laAv,  and 
to  have  no  other  teft  or  diftin6lion,  but  that  of  loyalty,  I expe6t  your  con- 
currence in  fo  Chriftian  a work,  and  in  making  elfedual  laws  againft  pro- 
fanings  and  debauchery,  I fhall  alfo  moft  readily  confent  to  the  making 
fuch  good  and  Avholefome  laws,  as  may  be  for  the  general  good  of  the  na- 
tion, the  improvement  of  trade,  and  the  relieving  fiich  as  have  been  injured 
by  the  late  a^ls  of  fettlement,  as  far  forth  as  may  be  confident  with  reafon, 
juftice,  and  the  public  good  of  my  people.  And  as  I diall  do  my  part  to 
make  you  happy  and  rich,  fo  I make  no  doubt  of  your  affiftance,  by  enabling 
me  to  oppofe  the  unjuft  defigns  of  my  enemies,  and  to  make  this  nation 
flourifli.  And  to  encourage  you  the  more  to  it,  you  know  Avith  hoAV  great 
generofity  and  kindnefs  the  moft  Chriftian  king  gave  a fecure  retreat  to  the 
queen,  my  fon,  and  felf,  Avhen  Ave  Avere  forced  out  of  England,  and  came  to 
feek  prote6tion  and  fafety  in  his  dominions ; hoAV  he  embraced  my  intereft, 
and  gave  fuch  fupplies  of  all  forts,  as  enabled  me  to  come  to  you,  Avhich- 
Avithout  his  obliging  aftiftance  I could  not  have  done : this  he  did  at  a time, 
Avhen  he  had  fo  many  and  fo  confiderable  enemies  to  deal  with : and  you 
fee  ftill  continues  to  do,  I fhall  conclude  as  I began,  and  afl’ure  you,  I am 
as  fenfible  as  you  can  defire  me,  of  the  fignal  loyalty  you  have  expreft  to  me, 
and  fliall  make  it  my  chief  ftudy,  as  it  ahvays  has  been,  to  make  you  and  all. 
my  fiibje6ts  happy. 
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The  Parliament  of  Ireland's  Addrefs  to  the  King. 

AIost  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje6ts,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  aud  commons  in  parliament  affembled,  being 
highly  fenfible  of  the  great  honor  and  happinefs  we  enjoy  by  your  royal 
prefence  amongft  us,  do  moft  humbly  and  heartily  thank  your  facred  majefty 
for  vouclifafing  to  come  into  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  ; and  for  your  grace 
and  goodnefs  to  your  fubjedts  in  calling  this  parliament,  and  for  your  ma- 
jefty’s tender  and  princely  affedlion  exprefled  to  all  your  loving  fubje6ts,  in 
your  majefty 's  gracious  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  this  feflion,  which  we  moft 
humbly  befeech  your  majefty  may  be  forthwith  printed  and  publiflied.  And 
we  further  crave  leave  humbly  to  reprefent  to  your  majefty,  our  abhorrence 
and  deteftation  of  the  late  treafons  and  defe6lions  of  many  of  your  majefty ’s 
fubjedts  in  this  and  your  other  kingdom  ; and  the  unnatural  ufiirpation  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  againft  the  laws  of  God  and  man ; profefling  with  our 
voice,  tongue,  and  heart,  that  we  will  ever  be  ready  to  aflert  and  vindicate 
your  majefty’s  rights  to  your  imperial  crown  with  our  lives  and  fortunes 
againft  the  faid  ufurper  and  his  adherents,  and  all  other  rebels  and  traitors 
whatfoever. 

Ordered  the  10th  of  May,  1689,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
-Commons  in  parliament  aflemhled,  that  this  addrefs  be  printed. 

B.  PoLEWHELi,  Dep.  Cl.  Pail 


The  feveral  Bills  that  pajfed  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  in  the  SeJ/ion  begun 
at  Dublin,  the  7 th  of  Maxi,  iCSQ,  to  zchich  the  late  King  ajfented,  are  as 
follows. 

1 . An  a6t  of  recognition. 

2.  An  a6l  for  annulling  and  making  void  all  patents  of  officers  for  life  or 
durimr  sood  behaviour. 

o o 

3.  An  a6t  declaring  that  the  parliament  of  England  cannot  bind  Ireland, 
and  againft  writs  of  error,  ami  appeals  to  be  brought  for  removing  judg- 
jnents,  decrees,  and  fentenccs  in  Ireland  into  England. 

4.  An  a6t  for  repealing  the  adts  of  fettlement  and  explanation,  refolution 

of 
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of  the  doubts  and  all  grants,  patents  and  certificates,  purfuant  to  them,  or 
any  of  them. 

5.  An  act  for  punifliing  of  perfons  who  bring  in  counterfeit  coin  of  fo- 
reign realms,  being  current  in  this  realm,  or  counterfeit  the  fame  withim 
this  realm,  or  wafii,  clip,  file  or  lighten  the  fame. 

6.  An  a6t  for  taking  off  all  incapacities  of  the  natives  of  this  kingdom. 

7.  An  a6t  for  taking  away  the  benefits  of  the  clergy  in  certain  cafes  of 
felony  in  this  kingdoni  for  two  years. 

8.  An  a6t  to  continue  two  a6ts  made  to  prevent  delays  in  execution  : and- 
to  prevent  arrcfls  of  judgment  and  fuperfeding  executions. 

9.  An  a6t  for  repealing  a flatute,  intituled.  An  A6t  for  provifions  of  mi- 
nifters  in  cities  and  corporate  towns.  And  for  making  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew’s,  in  the  fuburbs  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  prefentative  for  ever. 

10.  An  A6l  of  fupply  for  his  majefty  for  the  fupport  of  his  army. 

11.  An  a6i  for  repealing  the  a6t  for  keeping  and  celebrating  the  23d  of 
Odlober,  as  an  aniv^erfary  thankfgiving  in  this  kingdom, 

] 2.  An  a6l  for  liberty  of  confcience,  and  repealing  fuch  adls  or  claufes- 
in  any  a6t  of  parliament,  which  are  inconfillent  with  the  fame, 

13.  An  a6l  concerning  tythes,  and  other  ecclefiaftical  duties. 

14.  An  a6l  for  regulating  tythes,  and  other  ecclefiaftical  duties  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulfter. 

15.  An  a6t  concerning  appropriate  tythes,  and  other  duties  payable  tO’ 
ecclefiaftical  dignitaries. 

16.  An  a6l  for  repealing  the  a6t  for  real  union  and  divifion  of  parilhes,. 
and  concerning  churches,  free  fchools  and  exchanges; 

17.  An  a6l  for  relief  and  releafe  of  poor  diftrefled  prifoners  for  debts. 

1 8.  An  a6l  for  repealing  an  adt,  intituled.  An  A6l  for  confirmation  of 
letters  patents,  granted  to  his  Grace  James  Duke  of  Ormond. 

19.  An  a6t  for  encouragement  of  ftrangers  and  othei'sto  inhabit  and  plant 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

20.  An  a6l  for  prevention  of  frauds  and  perjuries. 

21.  An  a6l  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Englilli,  Scotch,  or  Welfli  coals 
into  this  kingdom. 

22.  An  a6t  for  ratifying  and  confirming  deeds  and  fcttlements,  and  laft 
wills  and  teftaments  of  perfons  out  of  pofl’eflion, 

23.  An  a6l  for  the  fpeedy  recovering  fervants  wages. 


24.  An 
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24.  An  a6l  for  vefting  in  his  majefty  the  goods  of  abfentees. 

25.  An  a6l  concerning  martial  law. 

26.  An  a6t  for  punilhment  of  wafte  committed  on  lands,  reftorable  to  old 
proprietors. 

27.  An  a6l  to  enable  his  majefty  to  regulate  the  duties  of  foreign  commo- 
dities. 

28.  An  a6l  for  the  better  fettling  inteftates  eftates. 

29.  An  a6t  for  advance  and  improvement  of  trade,  and  for  the  encourage^ 
ment  and  increafe  of  fliipping  and  navigation. 

30.  An  a6t  for  the  attainder  of  divers  rebels,  and  for  the  preferving  the 
intereft  of  loyal  fubjefts. 

31.  An  a6t  for  granting  and  confirming  unto  the  Duke  of  Tyrconnel, 
lands  and  tenements  to  the  value  of  15,000/.  per  annum. 

32.  An  aft  for  fecuring  the  water-courfe  for  the  caftle  and  city  of  Dublin. 

33.  An  aft  for  relieving  Dame  Anna  Yolanda,  Sarracourt,  alias  Duval 
and  her  daughter. 

34.  An  aft  ibr  fecuring  iron-works  and  land  thei’eunto  belonging,  on  Sir 
Henry  Waddington,  Kniglit,  at  certain  rates. 

35.  An  aft  for  the  reverfal  of  the  attainder  of  William  Ryan,  of  Bally 
Ryan,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  Efq.  and  for  reftoring  him  to  his  blood, 
-corrupted  by  the  faid  attainder. 


The  Preamble  to  the  Act  of  Repeal  of  the  Acts  of  Settlements  and  Explana- 
tion^ <§’C.  as  It  paffed  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

WHEREAS  the  ambition  and  avarice  of  the  lords  juftices  ruling  over  this 
your  kingdom,  in  l641,  did  engage  them  to  gather  a malignant  party  and 
cabal  of  the  then  privy  council,  contraiy  to  their  fworn  faith  and  natural 
allegiance,  iu  a fecret  intelligence  and  traitorous  combination,  with  the  Pu- 
ritan feftaries  in  the  realm  of  Great  Britain,  againft  their  lawful  and  iin- 
<loubted  fovereign,  his  peace,  crown  and  dignity,  the  malice  of  which  made 
it  foon  manifeft  in  the  nature  and  tendency  of  their  proceedings,  their  un- 
timely prorogations  of  a loyal  unanimous  parliament,  and  thereby  making 
vcid,  and  difappointing  the  effefts  of  many  feafonable  votes,  bills  and  ad- 

drefles, 
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flrefl'es,  which  paflecl  into  law,  had  certainly  feciired  the  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity of  this  kingdom,  by  binding  to  his  majeftie,  the  hearts  of  his  Irifli  fub- 
je<5ts  ; as  well  by  the  tyes  of  afFe6lion  and  gratitude,  as  duty  and  allegiance 
there.  The  faid  lords  juftices  traiteroufly  difbanding  his  majeftie’s  well  alfur- 
ed  Catholic  forces,  when  his  perfon  and  monarchy  were  expofed  to  the  faid 
rebel  fe6taries,  then  marching  in  hoflile  armes  to  defpoil  him  of  his  power, 
dominion  and  life;  their  immediate  calling  into  the  place  and  Head  of  thofe, 
his  majefty’s  faithful  difbanded  forces,  a formidable  body  of  difciplined 
troops,  allyed  and  confederated  in  caufe,  nation,  and  principles  Avnth  thofe 
rebel  fe6laries ; their  unwarrantable  entertainment  of  thofe  troops  in  this 
kingdom,  to  the  draining  of  his  majefty’s  treafury,  and  terror  of  his  Ca- 
tholic fubje6ls,  then  openly  menaced  by  them  the  aforefaid  lords  juftices 
with  a maflacre  and  total  extirpation ; their  bloody  profecution  of  that  me- 
nace, in  the  daughter  of  many  innocent  perfons,  thereby  affrighting  and 
compelling  others  in  defpair  of  prote6tion  from  their  government,  to  unite 
and  take  arms  for  their  neceffary  defence,  and  -prefervation  of  their  lives  i 
their  unpardonable  prevarication  from  his  majeftie’s  orders  to  them,  in  re- 
trenching the  time  by  him  gracioufly  given  to  his  fubje^ts  fo  compelled  into 
arms,  of  returning  to  their  duty  ; and  dinting  the  general  pardon  to  fuch  only, 
as  had  no  freehold  eftates  to  make  forfeitures  of ; their  pernicious  arts  in  way- 
laying, exchanging,  and  wickedly  depriving  all  intercourfe  by  letters,  ex- 
prcffes,  and  other  communication  and  privity,  betwixt  your  faid  royal  father 
and  his  much  abufed  people ; their  infolent  and  barbarous  application  of 
racks  and  other  engines  of  torture  to  Sir  John  Read,  his  then  majeftie’s 
fworn  menial  fervant,  and  that  upon  their  own  confcious  fufpicions  of  his 
being  intruded  with  the  too  juft  complaints  of  the  perfecuted  Catholicks 
aforefaid.  Their  diabolical  malice  and  craft,  in  effaying  by  promifes  and 
threats,  to  draw  from  him,  the  faid  Read,  in  his  torments,  a talfe  and  impi- 
ous accufation  of  his  mafter  and  fovereign,  as  being  the  author  and  promo- 
ter of  the  then  commotion,  fo  manifcdly  procured,  and  by  themfelves  in- 
<ludrioudy  fpread. 

And  whereas  a late  eminent  minidcr  of  date,  for  j)arallcl  caufes  and  ends, 
purfuing  the  deps  of  the  aforefaid  lords  juftices,  hath  by  his  intereft  and 
power,  cherilhed  and  fuj)portefl  a fanatical  republican  party,  Avhich  hereto- 
fore oppofed,  put  to  flight,  and  chafed  out  of  this  your  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
the  royal  authority  lodged  in  his  perfon,  and  to  transfer  the  calamitous  con- 
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fcquences  of  his  fatal  coiuliift  from  himfelf  upon  your  trufty  Roman  Ca” 
tholick  fu])jects,  to  the  breacli  of  publick  faith  folcmnly  given  and  proclaim- 
ed in  the  name  of  our  late  fovereign,  interpofed  betwixt  them  and  his  late 
majeftie’s  general  indulgence  and  pardon,  and  wrought  their  exclufion  from 
that  indemnity  in  their  eftates,  which  by  the  publick  faith  is  fpccially  pro- 
vided for,  and  lince  hath  been  extended  to  the  moft  bloody  and  execrable 
traitors,  few  only  excepted  by  name  in  all  your  realms  and  dominions.  And 
further,  to  preclude  from  all  relief,  and  even  accefs  of  admittance  to  juftice, 
your  faid  Irilh  Catholick  people,  and  to  fecure  to  himfelf  and  his  pofterity, 
his  vaft  fliare  of  their  fpoils,  he  the  faid  eminent  miniftcr,  did,  againft  your 
facred  brother’s  royal  promife  and  fandtion  aforefaid,  advife  and  perfuade  his 
late  majefty  to  give,  and  accordingly  obtained  his  royal  affent  to  two  feveral 
adls.  The  one  intituled,  Aci  for  the  better  Ea'ecution  of  his  ISIajefties 
gracious  Declaration  for  the  Settlement  of  this  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  Sa- 
tisfciBion  of  the  feveral  intcrefts  of  Adventurers,  Soldiers,  and  other  his  Ma~ 
jeftie's  Subjefls  there.  Which  adl  was  fo  paft  at  a parliament  held  in  this 
kingdom,  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  years  of  his  reign : and  the  other, 
an  adf  intituled,  “ An  A6l  of  Explanation,  &c.  ” AVhich  adf  was  paffed  in 
a fellions  of  the  laid  parliament  held  in  this  kingdom,  in  the  fevcnteentli 
and  eighteenth  years  of  his  leign,  moft  of  the  members  thereof  being  fuch, 
as  forcibly  poftetfed  themfelves  of  the  eftates  of  your  Catholick  fubjedls  in 
this  kingdom,  and  were  convened  together  for  the  foie  fpecial  purpofe  of 
creating  and  granting  to  themfelvTs  and  their  heirs,  the  eftates  and  inheri- 
tance of  this  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  upon  a fcandalous,  falfe  hypothefis, 
imputing  the  traiterous  defign  of  fome  defperate,  indigent  perfons,  to  feize 
your  majeftie’s  caftle  of  Dublin,  on  the  23d  of  Odfober,  l64I,  to  an  univer- 
iiil  confpiracy  of  your  Catholic  fubjedfs,  and  applying  the  eftates  and  perfons 
thereby  prefumed  to  have  forfeited  to  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  that  regicide 
army,  which  brought  that  kingdom  from  its  due  fubjedfion  and  obedience  to 
his  majeftie,  under  the  peak  and  tyranny  of  a bloody  ufurper  ! An  adf  un- 
natural, or  rather  viperoufly  deftroying  his  late  majeftie’s  gracious  declara- 
tion, from  whence  it  had  birth,  and  its  claufes,  reftridfions  and  ufes,  invert- 
ing the  very  fundamental  laws,  as  well  of  your  majeftie’s,  as  all  other  chrif- 
tian  governments.  An  adb  limiting  and  confining  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  to  a certain  term  or  period  of  time,  and  confirming  the  patrimony  of 
innocents  unheard,  to  the  moft  exquifite  traytors,  that  now  ftand  convidl  on 
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record  ; the  affigns  and  truftees,  ev^en  of  the  then  dcceafed  Oliv’er  Crom- 
well himfelf,  for  whofe  arrears,  as  General  of  the  regicide  army,  fpecial  )m-o- 
vifion  is  made  at  the  fuit  of  his  penfioners.  Now  in  regard  the  a6ts  above 
mentioned  do,  in  a florid  and  fpecious  preamble,  contrary  to  the  known 
truth  in  fact,  comprehend  all  your  majeftie's  Roman  Catholick  fubjeds  of 
Ireland,  in  the  guilt  of  thofe  few  indigent  perfons  aforefaid,  and  on  that 
fuppofition  alone,  by  the  claufe  immediately  fubfequent  to  that  preamble, 
veil  all  their  eftates  in  his  late  majeftie,  as  a royal  truftee,  to  the  principal 
ufe  of  thofe,  who  depofed  and  murthered  your  royal  father,  and  their  lawful 
fovereign.  And  further-more,  to  the  ends  that  the  articles  and  conditions 
granted  ill  the  year  1618,  by  authority  from  your  majeftie’s  royal  brother, 
then  lodged  in  the  Marquefs  of  Ormond,  may  be  duly  fulfilled  and  made 
good  to  your  majeftie’s  prefent  Irifli  Catholic  fubje6ts,  in  all  their  parts  and 
intentions,  and  that  the  feveral  properties  and  eftates  in  this  kingdom  ma} 
be  fettled  in  their  ancient  foundations,  as  they  were  on  the  21  ft  of  Oiitober, 
1641  : And  that  all  perfons  may  acquiefs  and  rejoyce  under  an  impartial 
diftribution  of  juftice,  and  fit  peaceably  down  under  his  own  vine  or  patri- 
mony, to  the  aboli filing  all  diftinetion  of  parties,  countries  and  religions, 
and  fettling  a perpetual  union  and  concord  of  duty,  aftedtion,  and  loyalty 
to  your  majeftie’s  perfon  and  government : in  the  hearts  of  your  fubjects  bd 
it  enadted,  &c. 


No.  XLV. 

Doctor  Gorge,  Secretary  to  General  Schomberg  In  Ireland,  his  Letter  to 
CoLLONEL  James  Hamilton,  in  London,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Lady  Vifeountefs  Ranclagh,  the  Lord  ]\IajJareen,  and  others. 

Honored  Sir, 

THE  fire,  faith  the  royal  prophet,  kindled  in  my  breaft, 
and  I fpoke  with  my  tongue : perhaps  fome  fparks  of  that  fire  fo  enflamed 
my  zeal  to  the  public  good  of  this  country,  that  I have  not  onely  fpoke 
with  my  tonge,  but  wrote  with  my  pen  thofe  truths  which  I know  have  re- 
dounded more  to  my  particular  prejudice,  than  to  the  public  fervice.  He 
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that  follo-«'s  truth  too  near,  faith  a wife  man  ; may  iofe  his  teeth;  and  a wifer 
than  he  tells  us,  that  he  who  profeffeth  fome  truths,  may  thereby  lofe  his 
life ; yet  in  the  fame  period  tells  us,  that  he  lliall  he  no  lofcr  thereby  ; the 
fatisfa<5lion  and  contentment  which  conflantly  attends  integrity,  being  much 
fwceter  than  the  advantage  of  temporal  feciuity.  Libcra^'i  animam  meam, 
and  if  this  make  me  vile,  I am  content  to  be  more  vile : I know  God  hath 
put  enmity  between  the  feed  of  the  Avoman,  and  the  feed  of  the  ferpent ; 
and  I as  well  know,  that  it  is  as  vain  for  maifs  prudence  to  attempt  to  unite 
what  God  hath  divided,  as  it  is  fmful  to  divide  A\hat  he  hath  united.  I 
fpeak  not  a little  to  my  fatisfadlion,  what  you  know  to  be  true,  that  ourad- 
verfaries  who  are  more  God’s  than  ours,  want  neither  power  nor  malice  to 
crufh  us ; fuch  is  the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  they  dare  not  own  their  hatred  ; 
but  are  content  not  only  to  make  me  fall  from  my  prefent  ftation,  foft  and 
eafie,  but  are  willing  to  make  my  remove  an  adA'antage  to  me,  little  think- 
ing, that  taking  me  off  from  being  fccretary  to  the  general,  and  making 
me  fecretary  of  ftate,  neceffitates  one  of  my  principles  to  be  the  more  preju- 
dicial to  theirs  ; you  knoAV  that  notAvithhanding  all  their  public  and  private 
0])pofition,  they  are  come  up  to  many  of  our  principles,  and  Ave  ftill  conti- 
nue our  diftance  to  theirs,  Avhich  for  the  better  memory  I diall  enumerate  in 
the  following  method,  the  better  to  obtain  your  belief  in  other  particulars, 
Avhich  I fliall  here  fubjoin. 

You  knoAV  that  I CA^er  aiferted,  that  thofe  principles  and  pra6tices  Avhich 
God  bleffed  Avith  fuccefs  in  the  former  Irifli  Avar,  Avere  moft  like  to  have  the 
fame  fuccefs  in  this,  Avhich  I told  you  Avere  as  folloAveth  : 

1,  Though  the  Irifli  Papifts  had  then,  as  appears  by  the  excellent  preface  to 
tlie  aft  of  fettlement,  made  that  rebellion  the  moft  horrid  and  univerfal,  as 
ever  befel  this  kingdom ; and  that  nothing  but  the  final  extirpation  of  the 
Britifli  perfons,  laAVS,  religion,  and  government  Avas  defigned  and  endeavour- 
ed by  that  Avar  ; yet  the  then  Englilh  government  thought  not  fit  to  tread  in 
their  fteps,  but  ftill  declined  making  the  war  either  national  or  religious,  and 
did  declare,  and,  as  you  knoAv,  made  their  declaration  good  at  the  end  of 
the  Avar,  that  thofe  of  the  Irilh  Papifts  as  could  prove  their  conftant  good  af- 
feftion  to  the  Englifli  intereft,  as  many  then  did,  Avere  as  fecure  in  their  pro- 
perties, as  any  of  the  Britifli  nation  or  religion ; and  by  this  means  fo  di- 
vided their  intereft,  that  Sir  Charles  Coote’s  northern  army  Avas  moft  of  it 
compofed  of  Irifli  Papifts,  Avho  fought  faithfully  and  fuccefsfully  againft 
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their  countreymen,  and' many  yet  living  know  faithfully  the  white  knight  of 
Kerry  and  others  as  eminent  as  he,  ferved  General  Cromwell. 

2.  By  publick  proclamation  in  thofe  times,  they  protected  Papifts  as  well 
as  Proteftants,  who  would  live  peaceably  under  their  government,  from  any 
violence  to  be  done  them  by  the  foldiers,  two  priv^ate  foldiers  being  publickly 
executed  in  the  face  of  the  whole  army,  for  healing  two  hens  from  an  Irifli- 
man  not  worth  fixpence,  for  violating  the  proclamation,  the  firft  day  General 
Cromwell  made  his  advance  from  Dublin  towards  Droghedagh. 

3.  They  forbid,  under  the  like  penalty  of  death  without  mercy,  any  con- 
tempt or  violation  of  the  lord  general’s  public  orders  and  proclamations. 

4.  They  prohibited  all  free  quartering  on  the  countrey,  or  any  foldiers- 
quartering  without  billets  from  the  conftable,  and  would  not  futfer  any  fol- 
dier  to  quarter  himfelf. 

5.  They  likewife  under  fevere  penalties  forbid  private  foldiers  ftraggling 
from  their  colours  without  patfes,  and  ordered  both  civil  and  military  ma- 
gilirates  to  apprehend  fuch  hragglers,  to  fend  them  to  their  colours,  then  to 
be  punifhed  according  to  their  refpe6tive  merits. 

6.  They  gave  great  encouragement  to  Papifts  as  well  as  Proteftants,  who 
would  give  hoftages  for  their  fidelity,  and  join  with  them. 

7.  They  feverely  punifiied  all  open  debauchery  and  impiety,  and  would- 
frequently  affirm,  that  good  condu6t  was  more  ufually  blefted  v'ith  fuccefs, 
than  courage  of  armies. 

8.  Though  they  prote6ted,  as  aforefaid,  Papifts  as  well  as  Proteftants,  from 
the  foldier's  violence,  yet  they  left  both  to  be  fined,  imprifoned  or  fequeftered- 
by  the  civil. magiftrates,  according  to  their  refped;ive  merits. 

Q.  Both  officers  and  foldiers  were  required  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  to  put 
in  execution  all  orders  or  diredtions  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  cfpecially  fuch  as- 
referred  to  the  well  management  of  the  public  revenue. 

10.  They  laboured  all  they  could  to  leflen  the  charge  of  England,  and  to 
encreafe  the  public  revenue  of  Ireland. 

1 1 . On  affurance  of  punctual  performance,  they  contented  themfelves  with 
four  days  pay  in  a week,  and  placed  the  other  three  days,  to  be  paid  out  of 
forfeited  lands. 

Laftly.  By  this  abatement  of  their  pay,  and  leaving  rebels’  goods,  ftock, 
and  lands,  and  the  public  revenue  to  be  improved  by  the  civil  magiftrate,  and 
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making  the  foklicrs  duly  pay  for  tlieir  quarters,  they  fooii  raifed  in  this  king- 
dom a revenue,  which  bore  a moiety  of  the  charge  of  the  war. 

I miglit  enumerate  many  other  particulars,  which  having  been  the  fubjecl 
matter  of  my  difcourfe  with  yourfelf,  and  fome  late  letters  I have  wrote  to 
Major  Wildman,  I intentionally  decline.  You  know  how  often  and  how 
early  we  prefled  the  neceflity  of  reftoring  a civil  government  in  this  province, 
and  how  often  and  openly  we  declared  that  the  ruine  of  the  countrey  muft 
be  the  prejudice,  and  endanger  the  mine  of  the  army;  and  that  there  could 
be  found  no  hands  fo  cheap  and  eafy  to  be  got,  or  any  that  would  be  more 
hearty  and  faithfull  than  the  Proteftants  of  this  countrey,  who  having  their 
particular  interefts  feconded  by  natural  and  religious  motives  muft  be  more 
zealous  in  carrying  on  this  war,  than  any  foreign  or  mercenary  foldiers,  as  is 
evident  by  what  has  been  done  by  the  Londonderry  and  Enetkillen  foldiers, 
who  are  and  were  made  up  of  the  meaneft  and  lowefl:  people  of  this  and  the 
neighbouring  provinces.  You  cannot  forget  who  ofl'ered,  and  that  at  their 
own  charge  on  our  lirft  landing  here,  to  block  up  Charlemont,  and  to  raife 
regiments  to  fecure  the  northern  garrifons,  that  the  eflablilhed  army  might 
liave  the  more  leifurc  to  attend  the  motions  of  the  public  enemy;  and  I pre- 
fume  }mu  cannot  but  as  A\'ell  remember,  who  ridiculed,  fcorned,  and  con- 
temned all  motions  of  that  kind,  and  who  affirmed,  and  that  openly,  that  the 
Proteflants  of  this  province,  ought  rather  to  be  treated  as  enemies  than 
friends,  and  that  the  heft  of  them  had  either  bafely  complied  with  King  James 
and  his  party,  or  cowardly  left  and  deferted  their  countrey,  that  the  goods 
and  flocks  of  the  Proteftant  inhabitants,  once  feized  by  the  enemy,  were  for- 
feited, and  ought  not  to  be  reftored,  but  given  as  encouragement  to  the  fol- 
diers ; that  all  Papifls  ought  to  be  plundered,  and  none  protedled  ; that  the 
reftoration  of  civil  government  wa!>  a diminution  of  the  power  of  the  general 
and  the  army,  and  that  all  the  Proteflants,  inhabitants  of  this  province,  were 
falfe  to  the  prefent  government,  and  ought  not  to  be  trufled  with  places  of 
ti'ufl  or  power,  that  as  their  perfons  were  not  to  be  trufled,  fo  their  oaths  and 
complaints  were  neitlier  to  be  believed  nor  redrefl'ed ; that  fo  an  eafier  and 
a fafer  approach  might  be  made  to  invade  the  little  left  them  by  the  Irifh. 

That  all  endeavours  of  the  fettlement  of  a publick  revenue  were  deligns  to 
opprefs  the  army ; that  free  quartering  was  the  leaft  retaliation  that  the  Pro- 
teflants could  give  for  being  reftored  to  their  former  eflates;  that  religion  is 
but  canting,  and  debauchery  the  necelfary  charadler  of  foldiers.  If  to  thefe 
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you  add  the  preffing  of  horfes  at  pleafure,  quartering  at  pleafiire,  robbing 
and  plundering  at  pleafure,  denying  the  people  bread  or  feed  of  their 
own  corn,  though  the  general  by  his  public  proclamation  requires  both,  and 
fome  openly  and  publickly  contemning  and  fcorning  the  laid  proclamation; 
whereby  multitudes  of  families  are  already  reduced  to  want  of  bread,  and 
left  only  to  beg,  or  fteal,  or  llarve.  Thefe  being  the  practices,  and  thefe  the 
principles,  and  both  as  M'ell  known  to  you  as  to  me,  can  it  be  wondered  that 
the  opprelfed  Piotchants  here  Ihould  report  us  Acorfe  than  the  Irilh,  or  can  it 
be  wondered  that  God  fliould  purfue  us  with  his  dreadful  judgments  who 
who  have  fo  provoked  him  with  our  daring  fins  ? Or  can  we  rationally  expedt 
God  Ihould  light  for  us,  while  we  thus  fight  againft  him?  We  may  as  well 
expe6t  grapes  from  thorns,  and  figs  from  thiftles,  as  fuccefs  to  a Protellant 
caufe  from  Inch  hands.  Can  we  expedl  Sodom  to  deftroy  Babylon,  or  De- 
bauchery to  deftroy  Popery  ? Our  enemie  fights  with  the  principle  of  a mif- 
taken  confcience  againll  ns,  Ave  againft  the  conviction  of  our  own  principles 
againft  them.  What  I have  learned  of  the  enemie’s  principles  and  practices 
lince  I left  you,  I lhall  here  inform  you,  and  reduce  Avdiat  I have  to  fay  to 
thefe  two  general  heads: 

I.  The  frequent  difeourfe  of  their  king. 

II.  llis  public  declarations  and  proclamations  for  the  v eil  gOA’crnment  of 
his  army. 

I.  As  to  his  priA’ate  difeourfe. 

1.  He  exprefteth  great  zeal  and  paffionate  affeCtion  to  his  Englilh  fubjeCts, 
in  fo  much  that  both  French  and  Irilh  often  fay  of  him,  as  he  did  of  King 
David,  that  he  loves  his  enemies  and  hates  his  friends. 

2.  He  is  heard  often  to  delire  his  officers,  that  in  their  engagement  with  the 
Englifii,  they  lliould  be  treated  as  miftaken  fubjeCls,  and  not  as  obftinate  rebels. 

3.  He  is  heard  often  to  declare,  thatfmee  he  rightly  underftood  Chriftianity, 
he  ever  aflerted  Chriftian  liberty,  as  Avell  in  his  paft  profperity,  as  his  pre- 
lent  advcrfity. 

4.  That  all  perfwafions  in  matters  of  religion,  who  have  moft  charity  and 
leaft  of  feverity,  are  moft  agreeable  to  Chriftianity. 

5.  He  is  often  heard  to  complain,  that  he  ever  obferved,  an  aptitude  and 
propenfity  in  perfons  of  power  to  pcrfecute  fuch  as  dift'er  from  them. 

6.  1 hat  this  natural  aptitude  to  perfcciite  ought  to  be  reftrained  by  whole- 
fomc  and  effectual  laws. 
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7-  That  this  perfecuting  fpirit  influencing  the  greater  number  of  all  per- 
fwafions,  efpecially  perfons  in  power,  is  the  only  caufe  of  his  majefty’s  prefent 
fufferings. 

8.  He  is  paflionately  kind  to  all  deferters,  and  chearfully  receives  and  foon 
prefers  them. 

Q.  He  pretending  his  fufferings  to  be  thus  on  the  account  of  confcience; 
feems  not  to  doubt,  but  God  will  find  fome  unexpedled  means,  for  his  reftau- 
ration  in  iSflO,  as  he  did  in  l66o. 

10.  He  is  heard  frequently  to  declare  againft  the  dragooning  perfecution 
of  France,  and  the  barbarous  and  inhumane  murders  committed  on  the  Pro- 
teftants  of  this  kingdom  in  the  year  1 64 1 , as  paflionately,  and  perhaps  as  fm- 
cerely  as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  did  againft  their  forefathers  for  perfecuting 
the  prophets.  To  thefe  I think  fit  to  add  the  particulars  of  his  majefty’s  pub- 
lick  declarations,  which  are  ordered  to  be  read  once  every  two  months  in 
the  liead  of  every  troop  and  company  in  his  whole  army,  and  to  be  fixed  up 
in  all  the  boroughs  and  market  towns  in  this  kingdom. 

1.  His  majefty  is  pleafed  earneftly  to  recommend  the  performance  of  pub- 
lick  and  private  duties  to  God,  to  all  under  his  command,  and  particularly 
recommends  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  his  army  frequent  confeflions,  and 
ftridt  obfer\'ation  of  Sundays  and  holy^days. 

2.  He  publickly  declares  what  fubfiflance  he  allowes  to  every  horfe,  dra- 
goon, and  every  private  foldicr  in  his  army,  and  Aehat  is  leferved  in  the  pay- 
mailer’s  hands  for  the  accoutrements  and  the  hofpital. 

3.  He  avoids  and  forbids  as  unnecelfary,  the  charge  of  all  agents,  and 
commands  the  majors  of  every  regiment  to  do  that  work,  and  to  fave  the 
charge. 

4.  He  ftri6lly  requires  the  private  foldier  out  of -the  faid  fubfiflance  duly 
and  truly  to  pay  his  quarters. 

5.  In  cafe  they  fliall  want  their  fubfiflance,  they  are  then  required  every 
week  to  give  their  refpeftive  landlords  a note  under  their  hands,  which  fliall 
be  received  by  the  .receiver  general,  as  lb  much  money  out  of  any  branch  of 
his  majefly’s  rev’cnue. 

6.  His  majefty  forbids  all  flraggling  of  private  foldiers  from  their  garrilons 
without  their  officers  pafs  ; and  reipiires  all  officers,  either  military  or  ciA'il, 
to  apprehend  fuch  foldiers  having  no  pafs,  and  to  fend  them  to  their  colours, 
to  receive  puniflnnent  according  to  their  demerits. 
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7.  His  majefty  by  the  fame  proclamation,  forbids  all  plundering  on  any 
pretence  wliatfoever,  under  pain  of  death  without  mercy. 

8.  He  requires  both  officers  and  foldiers  under  the  pain  of  his  high  dif- 
pleafure  to  demean  and  behave  themfelves  civilly  and  refpe6tfully  in  their 
refpeftive  quarters;  and  to  affift  and  not  obftru6l  the  civil  magiftrates  in  the 
execution  of  their  refpective  trufts,  efpecially  the  officers  concerned  in  and 
about  his  majefty ’s  revenue. 

g.  He  forbids  all  officers  and  foldiers  to  quarter  themfelves  on  any  of  his 
majefty’s  fubjecls,  without  having  a billet  or  ticket  under  the  hand  of  the 
eonftable  or  other  civil  officer  of  the  place. 

10.  He  ftridtly  forbids  prelhng  any  country-man’s  horfe  on  any  pretence 
whatfoever  without  having  his  majefty,  his  captain  general,  his  lord  lieute- 
tenant,  or  deputy  lieutenant’s  licenfe  for  fo  doing;  and  then  allows  them  to 
prefs  the  faid  horfe  but  one  day’s  journey,  and  to  fee  that  the  horfe  be  re- 
turned as  well  as  vdien  received ; and  particularly  forbids  the  preffing  any 
horfe  belonging  to  any  plough. 

1 1.  His  majefty  in  the  fame  proclamation,  enjoynes  fevere  penalties  on  all 
foreftallers  or  obftru6ters  of  provifion  going  to  either  camp  or  market. 

Laftly.  The  refpedive  penalties  enjoined  in  the  faid  proclamation,  are  fe-' 
verely  and  impartially  executed  on  the  refpedtive  offenders.  My  family 
tells  me  that  the  week  before  they  left  Dublin,  there  Avere  two  private  foL- 
diers  executed  before  a Proteftant  baker’s  door,  for  ftealing  two  loaves  not 
worth  a ftiilling.  And  a fortnight  before,  a lieutenant  and  enfign  were  pub- 
lickly  executed  at  a place,  Avhere  on  pretence  of  the  king’s  fervice,  they 
prefled  a horfe  going  with  provifions  to  Dublin  market;  two  others  were  con- 
demned and  expected  daily  to  be  executed  for  the  like  offence;  thefe  fevere 
examples  confirming  the  penalties  of  thefe  publick  declarations,  contribute 
fo  much  to  the  quiet  of  the  countrey,  that  were  it  not  for  the  countrey  Ra- 
parees  and  Tories,  theirs  ’tis  thought,  would  be  much  quieter  than  ours. 
Some  of  our  foreigners  are  very  uneafie  to  ns;  had  not  the  prudence  of  a 
difereet  major  prevented  it,  laft  Sunday  Avas  feven  night  had  been  a bloody 
day  betAveen  fome  of  the  Danifh  foot  and  Collonel  Langton’s  regiment  of 
horfe.  The  truth  is  too  many  of  the  Englifli,  as  well  as  Danes  and  French, 
are  highly  oppreffiA'e  to  the  poor  countrey ; Avhereas  our  enemy  have  re- 
duced themfelves  to  that  order,  that  they  exercife  violence  on  none,  but  the 
proprietors  of  fuch  as  they  knoAV  to  be  abfent,  or,  as  they  phrafe  it,  in  re- 
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bellion  againft  them,  whofe  ftock,  goods  and  eftates  are  feized,  and  fet  by 
the  civil  government,  and  the  proceed  applied  for  and  towards  the  chai’ge  of 
the  war.  And  for  their  better  direction  in  their  feizures,  it’s  reported  and 
believed,  that  they  have  copies  of  the  particulars  of  the  Proteftant’s  palfes 
given  into  the  committee  of  the  late  Houfeof  Commons  at  Weftminfter. 

The  enemie’s  great  work  is  to  fecure  Dublin  this  fummer,  they  fearing  an 
attack  before  they  could  get  forage  for  their  horfe ; and  willing  to  haften 
that  fupply,  they  long  fince  ordered  all  the  deer  in  the  Parks  of  the  Phoenix 
and  Rafl’ernham  to  be  deftroyed,  and  cattel  to  be  removed  from  Dublin  to 
get  the  more  earlier  grafs  for  their  horfe;  of  which  by  many  letters,  I gave 
that  early  notice,  that  I fear  we  may  pay  too  dear  for  the  delay  ; they  have 
feized  all  the  arms  and  ferviceable  horfes  they  can  find  within  their  reach,  the 
Irifli  having  their  religion  and  national  principle  fupported  on  the  pretence  of 
law,  and  the  prefence  of  the  king ; and  all  fo  openly  owned  by  France,  make 
them  more  united  and  unanimoufly  refolved  than  in  any  of  their  former  wars. 
Their  dodtrine  of  paffive  obedience  and  liberty  of  confcience  gives  them  too 
great  help  of  Proteftant  hands;  we  have  not  a known  Papift  with  us,  they 
have  hundreds  of  deluded  Proteftants  with  them.  I am  credibly  told,  that 
they  have  a fmall  boat,  which  they  fend  weekly  to  Wales  to  fupply  them 
with  news  from  England  ; they  fpare  for  no  charge  to  get  fpies  and  intelli- 
gence from  our  quarters;  they  report  they  have  daily  deferters,  and  could 
have  more,  did  they  not  prefume  they  may  be  more  ferviceable  to  them  by 
continuing  with  us.  They  openly  declare,  that  our  army  confifts  moil  of 
their  deferters,  and  that  it  was  fuccefs  made  them  leave  them,  and  that  the 
fame  motive  will  bring  them  back  again.  They  told  the  number  and  the 
time  of  the  Danes  landing,  and  foretell  that  we  fliall  foon  repent  their  coming 
among  us ; they  report,  that  laying  afide  the  Proteftant  hands  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  other  fore-mentioned  principles,  Avere  arrows  taken  out  of  their 
quivers;  they  tell  us,  that  our  king  cannot  be  here  till  June,  and  that  they 
fhall  be  ready  a month  fooner  to  receive  him.  They  report  his  army  to  be 
thirty  thoufand,  with  vaft  ftores  of  arms  and  ammunition  and  provifion ; the 
Londonderry  and  Enelkillen  forces,  with  the  recruits  of  this  countrey,  are 
more  dreadful  to  them  than  all  our  foreign  forces.  They  are  refolved  on  a 
defenfive  war,  and  in  cafe  they  have  their  promifed  fupplies,  they  feem  not  to 
doubt  but  to  keep  Dublin  this  fummer;  their  great  difficulty  is,  what  to  do 
with  the  great  number  of  Proteftants  among  them ; they  have  many  propo- 
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fals  under  confideration,  but  as  yet  they  came  to  no  refolution.  The  king  is 
much  averfe  to  all  feverity,  yet  clearly  fees  he  can  make  no  impreffion  of  loy- 
alty on  them.  The  enemy  (as  my  wife  and  family,  which  have  got  leave 
lately  to  come  to  me  from  Dublin,  tell  me),  report  with  more  confidence 
than,  I hope,  truth,  that  we  have  many  Monks  in  our  army,  many  Sand- 
wiches in  our  fleet,  and  many  Shaftlburys  in  our  councils  ; and  that  they  laid 
thofe  variety  of  engines  both  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  that  they 
feem  not  to  doubt  but  that  they  fliall  have  as  many  invitations  for  their  return 
in  England  in  169O,  as  they  had  in  1660  ; and  that  this  fummer  they  fliall  be 
able  to  get  eighty  thoufand  men  into  the  field,  and  find  money  for  their  con- 
Pant  pay. 

Being  fo  united  as  they  are,  and  carrying  on  the  war  with  fo  great  concur- 
rence of  their  church,  and  having  France  for  an  additional  fupport,  I do  no 
Avays  Avonder  but  that  they  may  have  as  many  men  ; but  hoAV  to  procure 
them  conftant  pay,  Avas  fomeAvhat  my  trouble  to  knoAv.  By  their  eftablifli- 
ment,  I find,  befides  accoutrements  and  hofpital,  that  the  pay  of  afoot  foldier 
is  but  4d.  a trooper  as  much  oati’  as  a dragoon  is  Ihort  of  12d.  per  diem  ; fo 
that  feventy  thoufand  foot  aamU  amount  to  456,000/.  per  annum;  and  ten 
thoufand  horfe,  at  12d.  per  diem,  amounts  to  aboA^e  182,000/.  making  in  the 
Avhole  638,000/.  and  if  one  fourth  more  is  added  for  general  officers,  train  of 
artillery,  contingencies,  &c.  the  Avdiole  amounts  to  797,000/.  IIoAvthisfum 
may  be  raifed  out  of  only  three  provinces  of  this  country,  feems  to  be  the 
great  doubt.  By  comparing  feveral  accounts  I have  received  fi;om  fpies,  I 
find  the  heads  of  their  revenue  to  be  as  folloAveth: 

1.  I find  the  late  parliament  of  Ireland  granted  their  king  a fubfidy  of 
20,000/.  per  menfem,  charged  on  flock  and  lands. 

2.  The  enemy  finding  us  poflefled  of  one  province  fince  the  paffing  that  a61; ; 
and  finding  much  of  the  other  three  provinces  made  Avafle  by  their  order; 
and  that  by  the  frequent  returns  of  their  brafs  and  pewter  money,  a great 
inland  trade  is  increafed,  they  have,  by  public  proclamation,  ordered  20,000/. 
more  to  be  aflefled  on  the  trading  part  of  the  nation,  according  to  their  rc- 
fpe6live  trades ; both  Avhich  are  prefumed  cannot  yield  lefs  than  30,000/.  per 
'maifem  de  claro,  As  liich  is  per  annum  360,000/. 

3.  They  hav'c  bought  on  the  king’s  account  all  the  avooI,  at  6s.  per  flone,  . 
talloAv  at  15/.  per  tun,  beef,  tallow,  liides,  tSec.  Avhich  they  intend  to  fend  for 
France  to  buy  arms  and  ammunition,  &c.  which  they  efleem  may  be  Avorth 
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at  leaft  200,000/.  the  wool  licence  at  Ad.  per  ftone,  to  tranfport  It'only  for 
England,  was  ufually  worth  to  the  chief  governors  4 or  5000/.  per  annum. 

4.  It  is  reported,  they  have  agreed  with  perfons  who  are  obliged  to  coin 
them  this  year  150,000/.  brafs  and  pewter  money. 

5.  The  rent  of  church  lands  and  abfentees  eftates,  befides  their  goods  and 
flocks,  are  eftimated  at  leaft  to  be  150,000/.  per  annum;  the  truth  of  this  will 
appear  by  the  aforefaid  books  given  into  the  committee  of  parliament. 

6.  The  king's  handing  revenue  of  rents,  hearths,  cuftoms,  excife,  and  ca- 
fual  revenue,  cannot  be  lefs  than  1 50,000/.  more. 

Memorandum.  That  all  the  aforefaid  particulars  amount  to  800,000/.  out 
of  which  deduced  the  797,000/.  there  will  remain  73,000/.  befides  what  helps 
may  be  given  him  by  France,  &c.  and  the  addition  that  may  be  made  by 
their  coining  brafs  and  pewter  money  above  the  aforefaid  contradl,  which  brafs 
and  pewter  coin  being  not  fit  to  be  kept,  quickens  returns,  and  increafeth 
their  trade.  By  all  whieh  it  appears,  that  the  enemy  cannot  Avant  current 
coin  to  fupport  the  Avar : but  had  Ave  fliips  of  Avar  lying  by  in  their  harbour  to 
prevent  their  exportations  ; and  were  Dublin  fecured,  their  trade  and  revenue 
would  foon  be  leffened.  But  if  they  are  fuffered  to  export  their  vafl  quantity 
of  goods  they  have  now  flored  up  in  their  ports,  it  may  not  only  give  a fur- 
ther increafe  to  their  reA^enue,  but  occafion  a longer  continuance  of  the  Avar, 
efpecially  having  made  the  eflablilhment  of  their  army  fo  low,  and  the  cur- 
rent A^alue  of  their  brafs  coin  fo  high.  Their  brafs  and  peAvter  coin  is  of  equal 
weight  with  our  filver  coin,  Avhich  being  ufually  bought  for  12d.  per  pound,  is 
of  equal  value  Avith  our  filver,  Avhich  is  3l.  per  pound  : and  their  eflablifliment 
being  a moiety  fliort  of  ours,  ’tis  demonflrable,  that  fix-penny  Avorth  of  their 
brafs  or  pewter  mony,  fliall  pay  double  as  many  foldiers  as  3l.  of  our  filver 
coin.  "What  advantage  this  money  gives  their  trade  : Avhat  eafe  in  the  pay  of 
the  army,  and  fupplying  them  with  provifion,  is  very  demonflrable  ; yet  ’tis 
as  flrange  as  true,  that  notwithflanding  they  are  better  paid,  better  difciplined 
than  our  army,  yet  hitherto  we  may  fet  up  an  Ebenezar,  and  fay,  that  a God 
hath  hitherto  fought  for  us;  and  that  by  the  feeming  Avorfe  difcipline,  worfe 
mounted,  and  Avorfe  of  our  Avdiole  army;  I mean  by  our  Enefkillen  and  Lon- 
donderry forces,  Avhofe  moral  and  religious  principles  you  knoAV  are  little  bet- 
ter, but  generally  Avorfe  than  theirs,  they  having  conftantly  beat  their  mofl 
choice  and  detached  parties,  Avith  a confufed  and  difordered  rabble,  when 
they  Avere  not  half  the  number  of  their  enemies,  and  have  flruck  them  with 
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that  terrcft-,  that  it  is  believed,  notwithilanding  their  great  number,  and  pro- 
vifion  for  their  fupport,  the  enemy  intends  this  fummer  only  a defenfive  w'ar, 
and  to  fight  only  by  detachments.  But  that  which  to  me  feems  moll  llrange, 
yet  is  true,  that  notwithftanding  all  the  violence,  oppreffion,  and  vnong  done, 
by  thefe  and  other  of  our  army,  on  the  impoverifiied,  oppreffed,  and  plundered 
Proteftant  inhabitants  of  this  province,  and  the  little  encouragement  and  great 
difcouragement  they  have  had  from  us ; yet  you  know,  Avhat  I efteem  as  a 
great  prefage  of  future  good,  they  continue  and  remain  as  firm  and  faithful 
to  us,  as  the  Irifii  papifts  againfi;  us.  How  frequently  do  we  hear  them  tell  us, 
that  though  we  continue  to  injure  them,  rob  and  deftroy  them,  yet  they 
mull;  trufi:  in  us,  and  be  true  and  faithful  to  us. 

. We  have  juft  now  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fuccours,  and 
vaft  ftores  of  arms  and  provifions.  Oh,  fir  ! where’s  our  fleet  ? Did  they  want 
early  notice  of  their  approach  ? What  lethargy  attends  them,  and  what  judg- 
ment us,  that  the  Irilh  have  had  as  fecure  paflage  from  Dublin  to  France, 
Scotland,  and  England,  as  if  we  had  not  one  man  of  war  to  hinder  them,  or 
fecure  us  ? If  the  French  fleet  carry  off  as  vaft  quantities  of  our  native 
goods  as  they  have  brought  in  their  foreign  fuccours,  Ichabod  may  be  wrote 
on  our  future  proceedings,  it  being  believed  by  fome,  and  confidently  reported 
by  others  lately  come  frona  Dublin,  that  they  were  apprehending  the  chief 
Prqteftants  in  and  about  that  city,  to  tranfport  and  make  them  prifoncrs  and 
flaves  of  France. 

Let  me  know  the  receipt  of  this  voluminous  letter,  and  the  ufe  you  make 
of  it.  You  may  pardon  the  tedioufnefs  of  this  letter,  which,  if  an  offence,  is 
not  likely  to  be  haltily  repeated. 

Y our  true  friend  and  faithful  fervant, 

Robert  Gorce^ 


No.  XLVI. 

y/fi  AEt  for  the  Attainder  of  divers  Rebels,  and  for  preferving  theintereji  of 

loyal  SubjeEls.  {Page  ISQ.) 

HUMBLY  befeech  your  majefty,  the  commons  in  this  prefent  parliament 
alfembled,  that  whereas  a moft  horrid  invafion  was  made  by  your  unnatural 
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enemy  the  Prince  of  Orange,  invited  thereunto,  and  aflifted  by  many  of 
your  majelly’s  rebellious  and  traitorous  fubjeds  of  your  majefty’s  dominions ; 
and  fuch  their  inviting  and  aflifting,  made  manifeft  by  their  perfidious  de- 
ferting  your  majefty’s  fervice,  in  which,  by  your  many  princely  obligations, 
befides  their  natural  duties,  they  w^ere  bounden  ; and  having  likewife  to  ob- 
tain their  wicked  ends,  raifed  and  levied  open  rebellion  and  war  in  feveral 
places  in  this  kingdom,  and  entered  into  atfociations,  and  met  in  conven- 
tions in  order  to  call  in  and  fet  up  the  fiiid  Prince  of  Orange,  as  well  in  Ul- 
fier  and  Connaught,  as  in  the  other  provinces  of  Munfter  and  Leinflei: : to 
quell  which,  your  facred  majefty’s  late  deputy  in  this  kingdom,  Richard, 
then  Earl,  and  now  Duke  of  Tyrconnel,  before  your  majefty’s  happy  ar- 
rival in  this  kingdom  ; and  your  facred  majefty  fince  your  arrival  here,  have 
been  neceffitated  to  raife  an  army  to  your  majefty’s  great  charge  and  expence. 
And  though  the  faid  rebels  and  traitors,  after  their  having  the  impudence 
to  declare  for  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  againft  your  facred  majefty, 
were  with  allmildnefs  and  humanity  called  in  to  their  allegiance,  by  procla- 
mations, and  promifes  of  pardon  for  their  paft  oftences,  and  prote6lion  for 
the  future  : and  though  fome  of  the  faid  proclamations  alTured  pardon  to  all 
fuch  as  fiiould  fubmit  themfelves  ; and  that  no  perfons  were  excepted  in  the 
laft  proclamation  befides  very  few,  not  exceeding  ten  in  number,  and  few  or 
none  of  any  note  came  in,  in  obedience  thereunto,  and  that  very  many  of 
the  perfons  who  came  in  upon  protections,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
your  majefty,  were  afterwards  found  amongft  the  rebels  in  open  arms  and  hof- 
tility,when  taken  prifoners  or  killed,  fuch  prote6lions  being  found  with  them: 
fo  villainous  were  they  by  adding  perjury  to  their  former  crimes:  That  it  may 
be  euafted,  and  be  it  enaCted  by  your  moft  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons  in 
this  prefent  parliament  affembled,  and  by  authority  of  the  fame.  That  all 
thofe  perfons,  who  have  uotorioufty  joined  in  the  faid  rebellion  and  invafion, 
and  fome  which  are  upon  indi61ments  condemned,  fome  executed  for  high 
treafon,  and  the  reft  ran  away,  or  abfeoud,  or  are  now  in  a61ual  fervice  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  againft  your  majefty,  and  others  killed  in  open  rebel- 
lion, or  now  in  arms  againft  your  majefty,  or  otherwife : and  every  of  them 
lhall  be  deemed,  taken  and  reputed,  and  are  hereby  declared  and  adjudged 
traitors,  couvided  and  attainted  of  high  .treafon,  and  ftiall  fuftcr  fuch  pains 
of  death,  penalties  and  forfeitures  refpeCtively,  as  in  cafes  of  high  treafon  are 
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accuftomecl.  Provided,  tliat  in  cafe  it  happen,  that  any  of  the  perfons 
hereby  attainted,  or  to  be  attainted,  do  now  abide  or  dwell  in  this  kingdom, 
and  are  amenable  to  the  law,  that  then  and  in  fuch  cafe,  if  fuch  perfon  and 
perfons  do  by  the  10th  day  of  Augufl,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine,  without  compulfion,  of  his  own  accord  come  in  and  deliver  himfelf  to 
the  lord  chief  juftice  of  your  majefty’s  court  of  King’s  Bench  in  Ireland,  or 
to  any  other  of  the  judges  of  the  faid  court,  or  of  any  other  of  your  nmjefty’s 
four  courts  in  Dublin,  or  to  any  other  judge  of  affize  in  their  circuits  to  be 
charged  with  any  treafon,  to  be  charged  or  imputed  to  him  or  them,  that  then 
and  in  fuch  cafe,  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  (if  after  acquitted  by  the  laws  of 
this  land,  or  difcharged  by  proclamation)  fliall  be  freed,  difcharged,  and  ac- 
quitted from  all  pains,  punilhments,  and  forfeitures  by  this  a6l  incurred,  laid, 
or  impofed ; any  thing  in  this  a6i  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftand- 
ing.  And  whereas  feveral  other  perfons  have  abfented  themfelves  from  this 
kingdom,  and  have  gone  into  England  or  fome  other  places  beyond  the  feas, 
fince  the  5th  day  of  November  laft,  or  in  fhort  time  before,  and  did  not 
return,  although  called  home  by  yotir  majefy’s  gracious  proclamation  : 
which  abfenting,  and  not  returning,  cannot  be  condrued  otherwife  than  to  a 
Avicked  and  traiterous  purpofe,  and  may  thereby  juftly  forfeit  all  their  right 
and  pretenfions  to  all  and  every  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  to 
them  belonging  in  this  kingdom  : be  it  therefore  enadted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  in  cafe  the  faid  perfon  and  perfons  do  not  by  the  ift  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-nine,  of  his  or  their  own  accord, 
without  compulfion,  return  into  this  kingdom,  and  tender  him  and  them- 
felves to  the  chief  juftice  of  his  majefty’s  court  of  King’s  Bench,  or  to  fome 
other  judge  of  the  faid  court,  or  judge  of  aftize  in  circuit,  or  any  of  the 
lords  of  your  majefty’s  moft  honorable  privy  council  to  be  charged  Avith 
any  crimes  to  him  or  them  to  be  imputed,  that  then,  or  in  fuch  cafe  as  he 
or  they,  upon  fuch  his  or  their  return,  ftiall  be  convidted  by  ATi  didt  of  twelve 
men,  or  by  his  or  their  owm  confeffion,  upon  his  or  their  arraignment  for 
treafon,  or  upon  his  or  their  arraignment  ftand  mute,  fuch  perfon  and  perfons 
fo  abfent,  and  not  returning,  as  aforefaid,  (or  after  his  or  their  return,  being 
convidted  of  high  treafon,  as  aforefaid)  ftiall,  from  and  after  the  ift  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-nine,  be  deemed,  reputed,  and  taken 
as  traitors,  convidt  and  attainted  of  high  treafon  ; and  fiiail  fuffer  fuch  pains 
of  death,  and  other  forfeitures  and  penalties,  as  in  cafes  of  liigh  treafon  are 
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accuftonied.  But  in  cafe  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  returning,  be  upon  his  or 
their  trial  acquitted  or  difchai'ged  by  proclamation,  then  fuch  perfon  and  per- 
fons refpe6lively  thall  from  thenceforth  be  freed,  difcharged,  and  acquitted 
from  all  pains,  punilhments,  and  forfeitures  by  this  aCt  incurred,  laid,  or  im- 
pofed  ; any  thing  in  this  adt  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  whereas  fevTral  perfons  have  before  the  faid  5th  day  of  November 
laft,  abfented  themfelves  from  this  kingdom,  and  live  in  England,  Scotland, 
or  the  Itle  of  Man,  and  there  now  abide ; and  by  their  not  coming  or  re- 
turning into  this  kingdom  upon  your  majefty’s  proclamation,  to  affift  in  de- 
fence of  this  realm,  according  to  their  allegiance,  mull  be  prefumed  to  ad- 
here to  the  faid  Prince  of  Orange,  in  cafe  they  return  not  within  the  time  by 
this  adt  prefcribed,  and  thereby  may  juftly  forfeit  all  the  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments,  which  they  or  any  of  them  are  entitled  unto,  within  this 
kingdom  : be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  in  cafe  the 
faid  perfon  and  perfons  laft  mentioned,  do  not  by  the  ift  day  of  Odtober,  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-nine,  of  his  and  their  own  accord,  without 
compulfion,  return  into  this  kingdom,  and  tender  him  and  themfelves  to  the 
chief  juftice  of  your  majefty’s  court  of  King’s  Bench,  or  to  fome  other  judge 
of  the  faid  court,  or  judge  of  affize  in  his  circuit,  or  any  of  the  lords  of  your 
majefty’s  moft  honorable  privy  council  to  be  charged  with  any  crime  or 
crimes  to  him  or  them,  to  be  charged  or  imputed,  that  then,  or  in  cafe  he  or 
they,  upon  fuch  his  or  their  return,  fliall  convidt  by  verdibt  of  twelve  men, 
or  by  his  or  their  own  confeftion,  upon  his  or  their  arraignment  for  treafon, 
or  upon  his  or  their  arraignment,  ftand  mute  ; fuch  perfon  and  perfons  fo  ab- 
fent,  and  not  returning  as  aforefaid,  or  after  his  or  their  return  being  convi6l 
of  treafon  as  aforefaid,  fliall,  from  and  after  the  faid  ift  day  of  Obtober,  one 
thonfand  fix  hundred  eighty-nine,  be  deemed,  reputed  and  taken  as  traitors, 
convict,  and  attainted  of  high  treafon,  and  fuffer  fuch  pains  of  death,  and 
other  forfeitures  and  penalties,  as  in  cafes  of  high  treafon  isaccuftomed  : but 
in  cafe  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  fo  returning,  upon  fuch  his  or  their  trial,  be 
acquitted  or  difcharged  by  proclamation,  then  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  refpec- 
tively  fhall  from  thenceforth  be  freed,  difcharged,  and  acquitted  from  all 
pains,  punilhment,  and  forfeitures  by  this  a6t  incurred,  laid,  or  impofed  ; 
any  thing  in  this  a6t  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  Provided  al- 
ways, that  in  cafe  your  majefty  fhall  happen  to  go  into  the  kingdom  of 
Engkand  or  Scotland  before  the  ift  day  of  06lober,  one  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred 
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(Irecl  eighty-nine,  then  all  thofe  whofe  dwelling  and  refidence  always  hath 
been  in  England,  iliall  give  your  majefty  fuch  teftimony  of  their  loyalty  and 
fidelity,  as  that  your  majefty  will  be  pleafed  on  or  before  the  faid  ift  day  of 
October,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-nine,  to  certify  under  your  privy 
fignet  or  fign  manual  unto  your  chief  governor  or  governors  of -this  king- 
dom, that  your  majefty  is  fatisfied  oraftiired  of  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  the 
perfons  laft  included,  or  of  any  of  them  ; that  then  if  fuch  certificate  ftiall  on 
or  before  the  1 ft  day  of  November,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-nine, 
be  produced  to  your  chief  governor  or  governors  of  this  kingdom,  and  en- 
rolled in  your  majefty’s  high  court  of  Chancery,  the  fame  fliall  be  fufficient 
difchaige  and  acquittal  to  fuch  of  the  faid  perfons  laft  included,  and  every 
of  them  refpe6lively,  whofe  loyalty  and  fidelity  your  majefty  will  be  pleafed 
to  certify  in  manner  as  aforefaid.  And  be  it  further  ena6ted,  that  in  the 
mean  time,  and  until  fuch  return  and  acquittal,  all  the  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments  within  this  kingdom,  belonging  to  all  and  every  ahfentee  and 
abfentees,  or  other  perfon  to  be  attainted  as  aforefaid,  ftiall  be  and  are  hereby 
vefted  in  your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fuccelfors,  as  from  the  ift  day  of  Au- 
guft  laft  paft.  And  be  it  further  enadled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all 
and  every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  as  by  any  the  foregoing  claufes  is,  are, 
or  lhall  be  refpeclively  attainted,  ftiall,  as  from  the  ift  day  of  Auguft,  one 
thoLifa^nd  fix  hundred  eighty-eight,  forfeit  unto  your  majefty,  your  heirs,  and 
fucceflbrs,  all  fuch  manors,  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  all 
right,  title,  fervice,  chiefery,  ufe,  truft,  condition,  fee,  rent  charge,  right  of 
redemption  of  mortgages,  right  of  entries,  right  of  adtioii,  or  any  other  in- 
tereft  of  what  nature  or  kind  foever,  either  in  law  or  equity,  of,  in,  or  unto 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  within  this  kingdom,  belonging  or 
appertaining  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  fo  as  aforefaid  attainted,  or  to  be  at- 
tainted, in  his  or  their  own  right,  or  to  any  other  in  truft  for  him  or  them, 
on  the  faid  ift  day  of  Auguft,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-eight,  or  at 
any  time  fince,  and  all  the  faid  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  fo  as 
aforefaid,  forfeited  unto  and  vefted  in  your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fucc<?fihrs, 
hereh}'^  arc  and  ftiall  be  vefted  in  your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  whe- 
ther fuch  perfon  or  perfons  were  feized  thereof  in  fee  abfolute  or  conditional, 
or  in  tayl,  or  for  live  or  lives,  and  that  freed  and  freely  difeharged  off  and 
from  all  eftates  tayl,  and  for  life,  and  from  all  reverfions  and  remainders  for 
life,  for  years,  or  in  fee  abfolute  or  conditional,  or  in  tayl,  or  to  any  perfon 
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or  perfons  whatfoever,  fuch  remainder  as  by  one  ad  or  fiatute  of  tliis  prefent 
parliament,  intituled,  an  ad  for  repealing  the  ads  of  fettlement  and  expla- 
nation, refolution  of  doubts,  and  all  grants,  patents,  and  certificates  purfuant 
to  them  or  any  of  them,  or  by  this  prefent  ad  are  faved  and  preferved,  always 
excepted  and  fore-prized.  Provided  always,  that  the  nocency  of  forfeiture  of 
any  tenant  in  dower,  tenant  by  the  courrefy,  joyntrefs  for  life,  or  other  te- 
nant for  life  or  lives  in  adual  poffeffion,  lhall  not  extend  to  bar,  forfeit,  make 
void,  or  difcharge  any  reverfion  or  reverlions  veiled  in  any  jierfon  or  peifons, 
not  engaged  in  the  ufurpation  or  rebellion  aforefaid,  fuch  reverfion  and  rever- 
lions being  immediately  depending  or  expedant  upon  the  particular  eftate 
of  fuch  tenant  in  dower,  tenant  by  the  courtefy,  jointrefs  for  life,  or  other 
tenant  for  life  or  lives;  any  thing  in  the  faid  ad  of  repeal,  or  in  this  prefent 
ad  to  the  contrary  notwithltanding.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further 
enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  nothing  in  this  prefent  ad  contained, 
Uiall  any  way  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  forfeit  or  veft  in  your 
majefiy,  your  heirs  or  fucceflbrs  any  remainder  or  remainders  for  valuable 
conliderations,  limited  or  fettled  by  any  fettlement  or  conveyance  made  for 
fuch  valuable  confiderations,  either  of  marriage  or  marriage  portion,  or  other 
valuable  confideration  whatfoever,  upon  any  eftate  for  life  or  lives,  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons  not  concerned  in  the  ufurpation  or  rebellion  aforefaid  ; fuch 
remainder  or  remainders  as  are  limited  or  fettled  by  any  conveyance,  wherein 
there  is  any  power  for  revoking  and  altering  all  or  any  the  ufe  or  ufes  therein 
limited,  and  alfo  fuch  remainder  and  remainders  as  are  limited  upon  any  fettle- 
ment or  conveyance  of  any  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  commonly 
called  plantation  lands ; and  all  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  held  or 
enjoyed  under  fuch  grants  from  the  crown,  or  grants  upon  the  commiffion  or 
commiffions  of  grace  for  remedy  of  defective  titles,  either  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  theFirfi,  or  King  Charles  the  Firft;  in  which  feveral  grants  re- 
fpedtively  there  are  provifoes  or  covenants  for  raifing  or  keeping  any  number 
of  men  or  arms  for  the  king’s  majefty  againft  rebels  and  enemies,  or  for  raifmg 
of  men  for  his  majefty’s  fervice,  for  expedition  of  war,  always  excepted  and 
fore-prized.  All  which  remainders  limited  by  fuch  conveyances  wherein  there 
is  power  of  revocation  for  fo  much  of  the  lands,  ufes,  and  eftates  therein 
limited  as  the  faid  power  doth  or  iliall  extend  unto  ; and  all  fuch  remainders 
as  are  derived  or  limited  for  or  under  fuch  interelt  made  of  plantation  lands, 
or  other  lands  held  as  aforefaid,  under  fuch  grants  from  the  crown ; and  all 
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and  every  other  remainder  and  remainders,  reverfion  and  reverfions  not  herein 
mentioned,  to  be  faved  and  preferved,  fliall  by  the  authority  of  this  prcfent 
parliament,  be  deemed,  conftrued,  and  adjudged  void,  debarred,  and  dif- 
cliarged  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  agaiiift  your  inajehy,  your 
heirs,  and  fucceflors,  and  your  and  their  grantees  or  affigns ; and  the  faid 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  belonging  to  fuch  rebels  as  aforefaid, 
diall  be  vefted  in  your  majefty,  your  heirs,  and  fueceffors,  freed  and  dif- 
charged  of  the  faid  remainder  and  remainders,  and  every  of  them.  And  to  the 
end  the  reverfions  and  remainders  faved  and  preferved  by  this  a6l,  may  ap- 
pear with  all  eonvenient  fpeed,  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid, that  the  refpeftive  perfons,  entitled  to  fueh  remainders  and  reverfions, 
do  within  fixty  days  next  after  the  firft  fitting  of  the  commiffioners,  for  exe- 
cuting the  faid  act  of  repeal,  and  this  prefent  act,  exhibit  their  claims  before 
the  faid  commiffioners,  and  make  out  their  titles  to  fuch  remainder  or  re- 
mainders, fo  as  to  procure  their  adjudication  and  certificate  for  the  fame,  or 
the  adjudication  and  certificate  of  fome  three  or  more  of  them  : and  further, 
that  all  remainders  for  which  fuch  adjudication  and  certificates  fiiall  not  be 
procured,  at  or  before  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  after  the  firfi;  fitting  of 
the  faid  commiflioners,  fiiall  be  void,  and  for  ever  barred  and  excluded  ; any 
thing  in  this  a6l,  or  other  matter  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftand- 
ing.  All  which  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  mentioned  as  aforefaid, 
to  be  forfeited  unto,  and  vefted  in  your  majefty,  by  any  the  claufes  aforefaid, 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  fo  forfeited  unto,  and  vefted  in  your  majefty,  with- 
out any  office  or  inquifition  thereof,  found  or  to  be  found ; and  the  fame  to 
be  to  the  ufes,  intents,  and  purpofes  in  the  faid  a6t  of  repeals,  and  in  this  pre- 
fent a6l  mentioned  and  expreffed.  And  whereas  feveral  perfons  are,  and  for 
fome  time  paft  have  been  abfent  out  of  this  kingdom,  and  by  reafon  of  fick- 
nefs,  nonage,  infirmities,  or  other  difabilities,  may  for  fome  time  further  be 
obliged  fo  to  ftay  out  of  this  kingdom,  or  be  difabled  to  return  thereunto. 
Neverth^lefs,  it  being  much  to  the  weakening  and  impoverifiiing  of  this 
realm,  that  any  of  the  rents  or  profits  of  the  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments therein,  fiiould  be  fent  into,  or  fpent  in  any  other  place  beyond  the 
feas,  but  that  the  fame  fiiould  be  kept  and  employed  within  the  realm  for  the 
better  fupport  and  defence  thereof,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  'that  all  the  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  ufe,  truft,  poflef- 
fion,  reverfion,  remainder,  and  all  and  every  other  eftate,  title,  and  intereft 
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whatfoever,  bdonging  or  appertaining  to  all  and  every  the  perfons  herein  bc^ 
fore  laft  mentioned,  Avithin  this  kingdom,  be  and  are  hereby  vefted  in  your 
majehy,  your  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  to  the  ufe  of  your  majefty,  your  heirs, 
and  fuccelfors.  Provided  always,  that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons,  in  the  next 
foregoing  claufe  included,  have  hitherto  behaved  themfelvcs  loyally  and 
faithfully  to  your  majefty,  that  then  if  they  or  any  of  them,  their  or  any  of 
their  heirs,  do  hereafter  return  into  this  kingdom,  and  behave  him  or  them- 
felyes  as  becometh  loyal  fubjeCts,  and  do,  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  the  firft 
term  next  enfuing,  after  fuch  their  return,  exhibit  his  or  their  petition  or 
claim,  before  the  commiffioners  for  execution  of  the  faid  a6ts,  if  then  fitting  ; 
or  in  his  majelly’s  high  court  of  Chancery,  or  in  his  majefty’s  court  of  Ex- 
chequer, for  any  fuch  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  and  make  out  his 
or  their  title  thereunto,  and  obtain  the  adjudication  and  decree  of  any  of  the 
faid  courts,  of  and  for  fuch  his  or  their  title,  that  then  and  in  fuch  cafe,  fuch 
adjudication  and  decree  lhall  be  fufficient  to  all  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  for 
divefting  and  reftoring  fuch  eftate,  and  no  other  fhall  be  therein  and  thereby 
to  him  or  them  adjudged  and  decreed  ; and  that  tlie  order  of  any  of  the  faid 
court  lhall  be  a fufficient  warrant  to  all  ffierifis,  or  other  proper  officers  to 
whom  the  fame  lhall  be  directed,  to  put  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  in  the  actual 
feizin  a.nd  polTeffion  of  the  faid  lands ; any  thing  in  this  a6l  contained,  or  any 
other  ftatute,  law,  or  cuftom  whatfoever  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notAvith- 
lianding.  Provided  ahvays,  and  be  it  further  ena6led  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid,  that  neither  the  faid  a6t  of  repeal,  or  this  prefent,  or  any  thing  in  them 
or  in  either  of  them  contained,  ffiall  extend  to,  or  be  conftrued  to  forfeit  or 
veft  in  your  majefty,  your  heirs,  orfucceftbrs;  or  otherAvife  to  bar,  extin- 
guilli,  or  Aveaken  any  right  of  entry,  right  of  adlion,  ufe,  truft,  leafe,  condi- 
tion, or  equity  of  redemption  of  any  mortgage  or  mortgages,  AA’hich  on  the 
faid  ift  day  of  Auguft,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-eight,  belonged  or 
appertained  to  any  perfons,  not  being  forfeiting  perfons,  Avithin  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  faid  adl  of  repeal,  or  of  this  prefent  a6t ; and  Avhich 
ev'erfmeethe  ift  day  of  Auguft,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-eight,  con- 
tinued or  remained  in  fuch  perfons,  not  being  forfeiting,  or  devolved,  de- 
feended,  or  come  from  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  any  of  their  heirs,  executors, 
or  adminiftrators,  not  being  forfeiting  perfons  as  aforefaid ; any  thing  in 
this  a6l,  or  the  faid  a6l  of  repeal  to  the  contrary  notAvithftanding,  Provided 
always,  that  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons,  claiming  fuch  right  of  entry,  right  of 
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a6lion,  life,  truft,  leafe,  condition,  or  equity  of  redemption  of  mortgage,  do 
and  lliall  exhibit  his  and  their  claim  for  the  fame,  before  the  commiffioners 
for  execution  of  the  faid  a6l  of  repeal,  or  of  this  prefent  a6l,-within  fixty 
days  after  the  firft  fitting  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  and  procure  the  adjudica- 
tion of  them,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  thereupon,  within  one  hundred 
and  twenty  days  after  the  faid  firft  fitting  of  the  faid  commiffioners.  And 
whereas  by  one  or  more  office  or  offices,  in  the  time  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford's 
government  in  this  kingdom,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  of  ever 
bleffed  memory,  all  or  a great  part  of  the  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
ments in  the  province  of  Connaught,  and  counties  of  Clare,  Limerick,  and 
Tipperary,  were  vefted  in  his  majefty  : and  by  the  ads  of  fettlement  and  ex- 
planation, the  faid  office  and  offices  are  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  fince 
which  time  the  faid  ads  have  been  by  the  faid  ad  of  repeal,  repealed,  and 
thereby  fome  prejudice  might  arife  or  accrue  to  the  proprietors  concerned  in 
thofe  lands,  if  not  prevented  : be  it  therefore  enaded  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid,  that  the  faid  office  and  offices,  and  every  of  them,  commonly  called 
the  grand  office,  and  the  title  thereby  found,  or  endeavoured  to  be  made 
out  and  fet  up,  from  the  time  of  the  finding  or  taking  thereof,  was  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever. 
Provided,  that  nothing  therein  contained  fliall  any  way  extend,  or  be  con- 
ftrued  to  extend,  to  charge  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  hath,  hona  Jide,  paid 
any  rents  or  arrears  of  rent,  that  have  been  due  and  payable  out  of  any 
lands  hereby  vefted  in  your  majefty;  or  to  charge  any  fteward  or  receiver, 
that  received  any  fuch  rents,  or  arrears  of  rents,  if  he,  hona  fide,  paid  the 
fame ; but  that  he  and  they  fliall  be  hereby  difchargcd,  for  fo  much  as  he  or 
they  fo  paid,  againft  your  majefty,  your  heirs,  and  fucccffors.  Pro- 

vided always,  and  it  is  hereby  enadled,  that  every  perfon  not  being  a forfeited 
perfon,  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  faid  former  a6f,  or  of  this 
prefent  a6l,  and  who  before  the  feventh  day  of  May,  one  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred eighty-nine,  had  any  ftatute  ftaple,  or  recognizance  for  payment  of 
money,  or  any  mortgage,  rent  charge,  portion,  truft,  or  other  incumbrance, 
either  in  law  or  equity,  or  any  judgment,  before  the  two  and  twentieth  day 
of  May,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  eighty-nine,  for  payment  of  money, 
which  might  charge  any  of  the  eltatcs,  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
fo  as  aforefaid  forfeited  unto,  and  vefted  in  your  majefty,  fliall  and  may  have 
the  benefit  of  the  faid  ftatute  ftaple, ^judgments,  recognizances,  mortgages, 
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rent-charge,  portions,  trufts,  and  other  incumbrances,  out  of  the  ehate  or 
eftates  which  Ihould  be  liable  thereunto,  in  cafe  the  faid  former  a6l,  or  this 
prefent  acl  had  never  been  made.  Provided  always,  that  the  perfon  and 
perfons  who  had  fuch  ftatutes  ftaple,  judgment,  recognizances,  or  other 
trulls  or  incumbrances,  do  claim  the  fame  before  the  commillioners,  for  exe- 
cution of  the  faid  former  a6t,  within  two  months  after  the  firft  fitting  of  the 
faid  commillioners,  and  procure  their  adjudication  thereof^  within  fuch  rea- 
fonable  time  as  the  faid  commillioners  lliall  appoint  for  determining  the  fame. 
And  to  the  end  that  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  as  lhall  have  any  of  the  faid 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  granted  unto  him  as  aforefaid,  may 
know  the  clear  value  of  the  faid  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  fo  to 
be  granted  unto  him  above  all  incumbrances,  and  may  enjoy  the  fame  againft 
all  ftatiites  ftaple,  judgments,  recognizanees,  mortgages,  rent-charges,  and 
other  incumbrances  not  claimed  and  adjudged  as  aforefaid. 

Be  it  therefore  enadled,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  fuch  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments,  as  lhall  be  forfeited  unto  and  vefted  in  your 
majefty,  and  granted  by  letters  patents  purfuant  to  the  faid  former  a6l,  or 
this  prefent  act,  lliall  be,  and  are  hereby  freed,  acquitted  and  difeharged  of 
and  from  all  eftates,  charges  and  incumbrances  whatfoever,  other  than  what 
lhall  be  claimed  and  adjudged  as  aforefaid.  And  whereas  by  one  private  a6t 
of  parliament,  intituled.  An  a6t  for  fecuring  of  feveral  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments  to  George  Duke  of  Albermarle,  which  a6t  was  paffed  in 
-the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second  ; fome  lands,  tenements,  and  heredi- 
taments in  this  kingdom,  which  on  the  two  and  twentieth  day  of  Odtober, 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  forty-one,  belonged  to  fome  ancient  proprietor  or 
proprietors,  who  were  difpoftelfed  thereof  by  the  late  ufurped  powers,  were 
fecured  and  alfured  unto  the  faid  Duke  of  Albermarle,  by  means  whereof 
the  ancient  proprietors  of  the  faid  lands  may  be  barred  and  deprived  of  their 
ancient  eftates,  unlefs  the  faid  a6t  be  repealed,  though  fuch  ancient  proprie- 
tor or  proprietors  be  as  juftly  intituled  to  reftitution  as  other  ancient  proprie- 
tors, who  were  difpolfefl'ed  by  the  ufurper,  and  barred  by  the  late  adls  of 
fettlement  and  explanation.  Be  it  therefore  ena61ed,  that  the  faid  act  for  fe- 
curing of  feveral  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  to  George  Duke  of 
Albermarle,  be  and  is  hereby  repealed  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever  : 
and  that  the  proprietors  of  the  faid  lands,  and  their  heirs  and  aftigns,  be  re- 
itored  to  their  faid  ancient  eftates  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  faid  other  an- 
cient 
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elent  proprietors,  their  heirs  and  afligns.  And  whereas  feveral  ancient  pro- 
prietors, M'liofe  eftates  were  feized  and  vefted  in  perfons  deriving  a title  under 
the  faid  adls  of  fettleinent  or  explanation,  have  in  fome  time  after  the  paffing 
of  the  faid  a6ts,  purchafed  their  own  ancient  eftates,  or  part  thereof,  from 
perfons  who  held  the  fame  under  the  faid  acts  as  aforefaid,  which  old  pro- 
prietors Avould  now  be  reftored  to  their  faid  ancient  eftates,  if  they  had  not 
purchafed  the  fame.  And  for  as  much  as  the  faid  ancient  proprietors  or 
their  heirs  ftiould  receive  no  benefit  of  the  faid  a6t  of  repeal,  fhould  they 
not  be  reprized  for  the  money  paid  by  them  for  their  faid  ancient  eftates. 
Be  it  therefore  ena6ted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  and  every  the' 
ancient  proprietor  or  proprietors,  or  their  heirs,  who  have  laid  out  any  fuin 
or  fums  of  money,  for  the  purchafe  of  their  own  ancient  eftates,  or  any  part 
thereof  as  aforefaid,  ftiall  receive  out  of  the  common  ftock  of  reprizals  a fuf- 
ficient  recompence  and  fatisfadlion  for  the  money  laid  out  or  paid  by  him  or 
them,  for  the  purchafe  of  their  faid  ancient  eftate,  at  the  rate  of  ten  years  pur- 
chafe, any  claufe,  a6t,  or  ftatute  to  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 
And  for  the  prev^ention  of  all  unneceflary  delays  and  unjuft  charges,  vdiich. 
can  or  may  happen  to  the  fubjedts  of  this  realm  before  their  full  and  final  fet- 
tlement,,  be  it  further  ena6led,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  where  the 
commiflioners  for  execution  of,  the  faid  a6t  of  repeal,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  ftiall  give  any  certificate  under  his  and  their  hands  and  feals  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons,  bodies  p(|litick  or  coi’porate,  in  order  to  the  pafting  of  any 
letters  patents,  according  t^the  faid  a6l,  and  ftiall  likewife  return  a dupli- 
cate of  fuch  certificate  into  his  majeftie’s  court  of  Exchequer  at  Dublin,  to 
be  there  enrolled,  and  the  perfon  or  perfons,  bodies  politick  or  corporate,  to 
whom  fuch  certificate  ftiall  be  given,  ftiall,  during  the  fpace  of  fix  months 
next  enfuing  the  date  thereof,  diligently  profecute  the  having  and  obtaining 
letters  patents  accordingly,  but  ftiall  thereof  be  debarred  and  hindered  by  the 
neglect  of  any  officer  or  officers  ; that  then  and  in  fuch  cafe  the  fevei  al  and 
refpe6tive  perfons,  bodies  politick  and  corporate,  to  whom  and  in  whofe  be- 
half fuch  certificate  ftiall  be  given  or  granted,  ftiall  hold  and  enjoy  the  leveral 
melfuagcs, manors,  lands,  tenements, and  hereditaments, in thefeveral  refpedti ve 
certificates  mentioned  and  allotted,  according  to  fuch  eftates  and  under  fuch 
rent  as  is  therein  mentioned,  as  fully  and  amply  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
as  if  letters  patents  thereof  had  been  granted  and  perfedted  accortling  to  the 
dire6fion  in  the  faid  former  act ; any  thing  in  this,  or  the  faid  former  a6f,  or 
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any  other  law,  ftatute,  or  ufage  to  the  contrary  iiotwithftancling.  And 
whereas,  by  the  liardfliips  and  oppreffions  introduced  by  the  faid  a6t  of  fet- 
tlement  and  explanation,  fome  ancient  proprietors  who  would  have  been  reftor- 
able  by  the  faid  a6l  ot  repeal,  have  been  neceffitated  to  accept  of  leafes  for 
life,  lives  or  years,  or  gifts  in  tail,  or  other  conveyances  of  their  own  re- 
fpe^live  eftates,  and  have  contra6led  to  pay  fome  rents,  duties,  or  other  re- 
fervations  out  ot  fuch  their  ancient  eftates,  by  which  acceptance  of  leafes 
or  gifts  before  mentioned,  and  by  the  ftiid  agreements  to  pay  rents,  duties, 
or  refervations  tor  the  fame,  the  faid  ancient  proprietors  may  be  barred  or 
ftopped,  and  concluded  from  the  benefit  of  reftitution,  intended  for  ancient 
proprietors  by  the  faid  a6l  of  repeal;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  the  accept- 
ance of  any  leafe  or  leafes,  gift  or  gifts  in  tayl,  or  any  agreement  or  agree- 
ments upon  any  fuch  account  for  payment  of  rents,  duties,  or  any  other  refer- 
vation,  for  fuch  their  refpeftive  ancient  eftate  or  eftates,  lhall  be  no  Avay  preju- 
dicial or  binding,  or  conclufive  to  any  fuch  ancient  proprietor,  or  his  or  their 
heirs,  executors,  or  adminiftrators,  who  have  not  aftually  by  fome  legal  ways 
or  means,  releafed  his  or  their  right  or  rights  to  his  or  their  faid  ancient  eftates, 
unto  their  faid  lefibrs  or  donors  ; any  thing  herein  or  in  the  faid  a6l  of  repeal, 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  Whereas  fome  or  moll  of  the  lands  to  be 
given  in  reprizals,  have  not  been  furveyed  by  the  furveys,  commonly  called 
the  Down  Survey,  or  Strafford  Survey  ; and  that  a certain  way  is  neceflary 
to  be  prefcribed  for  afcertaining  the  quit-rents  now  made  payable  thereout. 
Be  it  therefore  ena6led,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  commiflioners 
for  the  executing  of  the  faid  a6l  of  repeal,  or  any  three  of  them,  fliall  and  may 
be  impowered  to  afcertain  fuch  quantities  payable  out  of  fuch  lands  fo  to  be 
given  in  reprize,  and  to  that  purpofe  to  ilfue  commiftions  for  valuations  or 
furveys,  as  they  fliall  think  fit ; and  that  fuch  furveys  fliall  be  made  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  and  methods  ufed  for  the  Down  Survey,  wfiierein  the  unpro- 
fitable is  to  be  thrown  in  with  the  profitable,  and  where  the  lands  appear 
barren,  or  the  quit-rents  by  the  faid  a6l  of  repeal,  proper  or  fit  to  be  redu- 
ced, it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  them  to  reduce  the  fame  ; in  which  cafe 
fuch  reduced  or  referved  quit-rents,  fliall  be  and  are  hereby  the  only  quit- 
rent  payable  out  of  the  faid  lands,  if  fuch  quit-rents  be  more  than  the 
crown-rents,  before  this  act  pa3'able  out  of  the  faid  lands.  But  in  cafe  the 
ancient  crown- rent  be  more,  the  greater  rent'fliall  be  the  rent  referved  there- 
out. Provided  yet  likewife,  that  the  commiflioners  for  the  execution  of  the 
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faid  a6t  of  repeal,  or  in  default  of  them,  the  barons  of  their  majeftie’s  court 
of  Exchequer,  within  five  years  after  the  firfl  fitting  of  the  commiffioners, 
for  the  execution  of  the  faid  aft,  fliall  be  and  are  hereby  impowered  to  re- 
duce the  quit-rents  by  the  faid  aft,  and  payable  out  of  lands,  by  the  faid 
aft  of  repeal  fo  to  be  reftored,  or  formerly  reftored  to  the  former  proprietors 
thereof,  where  the  lands  are  barren,  or  of  fo  fmall  value  that  the  quit-rent 
doth  amount  to  the  fourth  part  of  the  value  of  the  lands,  and  may  be  difcour- 
agement  to  the  plantation  of  the  faid  lands,  and  that  fuch  afcertaining  or 
abating  of  quit-rents,  under  the  hands  and  feals  of  the  faid  commiffioners 
or  barons  refpeftively,  fliall  be  good  and  effeftual,  as  if  the  fame  had  been 
enafted  by  thefe  prefents,  any  thing  herein,  or  in  the  faid  afts  of  repeal  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  that  the 
commiffioners  to  be  appointed  for  fetting  forth  reprizals  purfuant  to  the  faid 
aft  of  repeal,  or  any  three  of  them,  fliall  out  of  the  ftock  of  reprizals 
therein,  and  in  this  prefent  aft,  or  in  either  of  them  mentioned,  fet  forth  and 
allot  reprizals  to  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  as  by  virtue  of  this  prefent  aft  are 
appointed  to  be  reprized,  and  fliall  and  may  alfo  execute  fuch  other  parts  of 
this  aft  as  are  to  be  executed  by  commiffioners.  And  whereas  divers  lands, 
tenements,  and  liereditanients  forfeited  unto  and  vefted  in  your  majefty,  are 
or  may  be  found  to  be  liable  to  divers  debts  or  other  entire  payments  faved 
by  this  aft ; and  for  lev^ying  and  receiving  the  fame,  the  perfon  or  perfons 
intitled  thereunto,  might  charge  any  part  of  the  lands,  tenements,  or  here- 
ditaments, originally  liable  to  the  faid  debts  or  payments,  with  more  than  a 
juft  proportion  thereof,  whereby  fonie  of  the  perfons,  to  whom  part  of  the 
faid  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  fliall  be  allotted  or  granted  in  reprizal, 
may  be  overcharged  in  fuch  part  or  proportion  of  the  faid  lands,  tenements 
or  hereditaments,  as  fliall  be  fo  to  him  or  them  granted  or  allotted,  which 
may  occafion  great  prejudice  and  lofs  to  fonie  of  the  faid  reprizable  perfons, 
if  due  couife  be  not  taken  for  appointing  the  faid  debts  and  payments  : for 
remedy  whereof,  be  it  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  commif- 
fioncrs  for  executing  of  the  faid  a6t  of  repeal,  and  this  jnefent  aft,  or  any 
three  or  more  of  them,  be  and  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  equally 
to  ajiportion  fuch  debts  and  payments  as  fliall  appear  to  them  to  be  charge- 
able upon,  or  Icvyable  out  of  any  lands,  teiieinents,  and  hereditaments,  to 
be  fet  forth  for  reprizals  as  aforefaid  : and  to  afceitain  what  proportion  of 
inch  debts  or  payments  each  and  every  proportion  of  the  lands,  tenemciils, 
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and  hereditaments,  which  Avere  originally  liable  tliereunto,  and  which  ihali 
be  feparately  let  forth  for  reprizals  as  aforefaid,  lhall  remain  liable  to  pay 
or  difcharge,  and  the  refpedtive  grantees,  and  every  of  them,  and  their 
refpeclive  proportions  of  the  faid  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  to 
them  allotted  for  reprizals,  diall  not  be  liable  to  any  more  of  the  faid  debts 
or  payments,  than  by  the  faid  apportionment  lhall  be  appointed  and  directed, 
which  proportion  of  the  faid  debts  or  payments  is  to  be  inferted  in  the  cer- 
tificate, to  be  granted  of  the  lands  liable  thereunto,  if  the  perfon  or  perfons 
obtaining  fuch  certificate,  lliall  dclire  the  fame;  any  thing  in  this  or  the 
faid  adt  of  repeal  to  the  conti  aiy  notwithllandingv 

And  be  it  further  ena6tcd,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  letters  pa- 
tents hereafter  to  be  granted  of  any  offices  or  lands  whatfoever,  lhall  contain 
in  the  fame  letters  patents,  a claufe  requiring  and  compelling  the  faid  patentees 
to  caufe  the  faid  letters  patents  to  be  enrolled  in  the  chancery  of  Ireland, 
Avithin  a time  therein  to  be  limited  ; and  all  letters  patents  wherein  fuch  claufe 
diall  be  omitted,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  utterly  void  and  of  none  effedt. 
Provided  always,  that  your  facred  majefty  at  any  time  before  the  ill  day  of 
November  next,  by  letters  patents  under  the  broad  feal  of  England,  if  re- 
ading there,  or  by  letters  patents  under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  during 
your  majehies’  abode  here,  lliall  grant  your  gracious  pardon  or  pardons  to 
any  one  or  more  of  the  perfons  herein  before  mentioned  or  intended  to  be 
attainted,  who  lliall  return  to  their  duty  and  loyalty ; that  then  and  in  fuch 
cafe,  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  fo  pardoned,  lliall  be  and  is  hereby  excepted 
out  of  this  prefent  act,  as  if  they  had  never  been  therein  named,  or  thereby 
intended  to  be  attainted,  and  diall  be  and  are  hereby  acquitted  and  difeharg- 
ed  from  all  attainders,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  created  or  inllidted  by  this 
a6t  or  the  faid  a6t  of  repeal,  excepting  fuch  diare  of  proportion  of  their  real 
perfonal  ellate,  as  your  majefty  diall  think  fit  to  except  or  referve  from  them, 
any  thing  in  this  prefent  a6t,  or  in  the  faid  a6l  of  repeal,  contained  to  the  con- 
trary notwithllanding.  Provided  always,  that  every  fuch  pardon  aiid  par- 
dons be  purfuant  to  a w arrant  under  your  majeftie’s  privy  fignal  and  figii 
manual,  and  that  no  one  letters  patents  of  pardon  diall  contain  above  one 
perfon,  and  that  all  and  every  fuch  letters  patents  of  pardon  and  pardons,  diall 
be  enrolled  in  the  Rolls  Office  of  your  majeftie’s  High  Court  of  Chancery  in 
this  kingdom,  at  or  before  the  lad  day  of  the  faid  month  of  November  ; or, 
in  default  thereof,  to  be  abfolutely  void  and  of  none  efte6l,  any  thing  herein 
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contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  Provided  likewife,  that  if  any 
perfon  or  perfons  fo  pardoned  fliall  at  any  time  hereafter  the  date  of  the  faid 
pardon,  join  with,  or  aid  or  affift  any  of  your  majefties  enemies,  or  with 
any  rebels  in  any  of  your  majefties  dominions,  and  be  thereof  convi61;  or 
attainted  by  auy  due  courfe  of  law,  that  then  and  in  fuch  cafe  they  fliall  for- 
feit all  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  fuch  pardon,  and  fliall  be  again  fubjedi 
and  liable  to  all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  inflicted  on  them  and  every  of 
them,  by  this  or  the  faid  act  of  repeal,  as  if  fuch  pardon  or  pardons  had  never 
been  granted.  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  a61;  contained  fliall  ex- 
tend, or  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  or  veil  in  your  majefty  any  lands,  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments,  or  other  intereft  of  any  ancient  proprietor,  who  by 
the  faid  a6l  of  repeal  is  to  be  reftored  to  his  ancient  eftate,  but  that  all  fuch 
perfon  and  perfons,  and  all  their  right,  title  and  intereft,  are  and  fliall  be 
faved  and  preferved  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  faid 
aft,  any  thing  in  thefe  prefents  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

Richard  Darling, 

(Copia  vera.) 


No.  XLVII. 

An  A6t  for  Repealing  the  A6ls  of  Settlement  and  Explaiiation,  Refolution  of 
Doubts,  and  all  Gi'ants,  Patents  and  Certificates  purfuant  to  them,  or  any 
of  them.  {P.  I89.) 

\V  HEREAS  the  Roman  Catholick  fubjefts  of  this  kingdom  have  forfeveral 
years,  to  the  apparent  hazard  of  their  lives  and  eftates  under  the  royal  autho- 
rity, defended  this  kingdom,  until  at  laft  they  were  overp'owred  by  the  ufurper 
Oliver  C romwell;  in  which  quarrel  many  of  them  loft  their  lives,  and  divers 
ot  them  (rather  than  take  any  conditions  from  the  faid  iiftu  per)  did  tranfport 
tlicnifclvcs  into  foreign  parts,  where  they  faithfully  ferved  under  his  late 
majefty,  and  his  prefent  majefty,  until  his  late  majefty  was  reftored  to  the 
crown.  And  whereas  the  faid  ufurper  hath  feized  and  fequeftered  all  the 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  of  the  faid  Roman  Catholicks  within  this 
kingdom,  upon  the  account  of  their  religion  and  loyalty,  and  difpofed  of  the 
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fame  among  his  oflicers  and  foldiers,  and  others  his  adherents;  and  though 
his  majefties  faid  Roman  Catholicks  fubje6ts,  not  only  upon  the  account  of 
the  peace  made  by  his  late  majefty  in  the  year  l648,  but  alfo  for  their  emi- 
nent loyalty  and  firm  adherence  to  the  royal  caufe,  might  have  juftly  expected 
to  partake  of  his  late  majefties  favour  and  bounty  upon  his  happy  reftauration, 
M'hich  was  then  extended  even  to  many  notorious  rebels  in  other  his  coun- 
tries and  dominions,  which  would  make  amends  for  the  opprefQons  and 
injuftice  they  lay  under  for  many  years  in  the  time  of  the  faid  ufurper;  yet 
fuch  were  the  contrivances  fet  on  foot  to  deftroy  his  ma,jefty  and  Catholick 
fubjedls  of  this  realm,  that  t’w  o a6ts  of  parliament  palfed  here,  the  one  enti- 
tuled,  “ Ana6t  for  the  better  execution  of  his  majeftie’s  gracious  declaration 
“ for  the  fettlement  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  fatisfaftion  of  the  feveral 
“ interefts  of  adventurers,  foldiers,  and  other  his  fubje6ts  there.”  The  other 
act  entituled,  “ An  a6t  for  explaining  of  fome  doubts  arifing  upon  an  act  en- 
“ tituled,  an  a6t  for  the  better  execution  of  his  majefties  gracious  declaration 
“ for  the  fettlement  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  fatisfadion  of  the  feveral 
“ interefis  of  adventurers,  foldiers,  and  other  his  fubje6ls  there;  and  for 
“ making  fome  alterations  of,  and  additions  unto  the  faid  aft  for  the  more 
“ fpeedy  and  effeftual  fettlement  of  the  kingdom,  by  which  many  of  the  faid 
“ Catholick  fubjefts  were  oufted  of  their  ancient  inheritances,  without  being 
“ fo  much  as  heard,  and  the  fame  were  diftributed  among  Cromwefs  foldiers, 
“ and  others,  who  in  juftice  could  not  have  the  leaft  pretenfion  to  the  fame, 
“ contrary  to  the  faid  peace  made  in  the  year  ]648,  and  contrary  to  juftice 
“ and  natural  equity.”  And  whereas  it  is  now  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  the 
unfpeakable  fufterings  of  the  faid  Roman  Catholicks,  natives  of  this  realm, 
(who  have  eminently  manifefted  their  loyalty  to  his  majefty  againft  the  ufurper 
the  Prince  of  Orange)  and  to  remove  the  unparallel’d  grievances  brought 
upon  them  under  colour  of  the  faid  two  ftatutes,  which  cannot  be  otherwife 
redrefted,  than  by  repealing  the  faid  afts,  and  reftoring  the  former  proprietors 
to  their  ancient  right,  the  compafting  whereof  is  much  facilitated  by  his 
majefties  royal  condefeention  to  apply  towards  the  fatisfaftion  and  reprizals 
of  honeft  purchafers  under  the  faid  afts,  a great  part  of  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments forfeited  to  him  by  the  late  rebellion  and  treafon  committed  by  eftated 
perfons  within  this  kingdom,  who  contrary  to  their  duty  and  allegiance 
joined  with  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Be  it  therefore  enafted  by  your  moft 
excellent  majefty,  with  the  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  the 
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commons  in  this  prefent  parliament  affembled,  and  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid;  and  it  is  accordingly  enacted  by  authority  of  the  fame,  That  the  faid 
two  feveral  a6ts  herein  before  mentioned,  commonly  called  the  acts  of  fettle- 
ment  and  explanation,  and  the  acts  of  ftate,  or  act  of  council,  commonly 
call’d,  the  refolution  of  doubts  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  upon  the 
acts  of  fettlement  and  explanation  thereof,  and  all  and  every  claufe,  provifo, 
article  and  fentence  in  them,  and  every  of  them  contained,  and  all  and  ev^ery 
grant,  patent  and  certificate  palfed  by  vertue  of,  or  under  colour  or  pretence 
of  the  faid  acts  and  refolutions,  or  any  or  either  of  them  (except  what  is 
herein  after  preferved,  or  mentioned  to  be  preferved,  be  and  are  hereby  ab- 
folutely  repealed,  annulled  and  made  void  to  all  intents,  conftructions  and 
purpofes  whatfoever,  as  if  the  fame  had  never  been  made  or  palled,  notwith- 
ftanding  any  mif-recital  of  the  title  to  them  or  either  of  them,  or  of  the  exact 
time  Avheii  the  faid  acts,  or  either  of  them,  v^ere  made  or  palfed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  manner  of  perfons  who  were  any  way 
entituled  to  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  or  whofe  anceftors  were 
any  way  feized,  polfelfed  of,  or  entituled  to  any  lands,  tenements  or  heredi- 
taments, in  ufe,  polfeffion,  reverfion  or  remainder  in  this  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
on  the  22d  day  of  October  l641,  their  heirs  or  alfigns,  and  every  perfoii 
lawfully  claiming  by,  from,  or  under  them  and  his  and  their  feoffees  and 
truftees,  to  and  for  their  ufe  or  ufes,  or  in  trull  for  them  or  any  of  them, 
and  who  were  barred,  excluded,  hindered  or  prejudiced  by  the  faid  acts, 
refolutions,  grants,  patents  and  certificates,  fliall  and  may  have  and  take  fuch 
and  the  like  remedy  by  action,  or  otherwife,  for  revelling  or  recovering  the 
fame,  as  they,  or  any,  or  either  of  them  now  might,  could,  or  ought  to  have 
had  or  taken,  in  cafe  the  faid  acts,  refolutions,  or  any  grant,  patent,  or  cer- 
tificate had  never  been  made  or  palfed,  any  claufe,  provifoe,  article,  fentence, 
or  reftriction  in  the  faid  acts,  refolutions,  grants,  patents  or  certificates,  and 
any  limitation  of  time,  defeent,  call,  common  recovery,  judgment  or  non- 
claim  upon  any  fine  or  fines,  or  upon  any  other  matter  or  thing  where  an 
entry  or  claim  could  or  would  have  aided  him  or  them,  or  any  of  his  or  their 
anceftors,  feoffees  and  truftees,  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.  And  be  it 
further  enadted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  attainders  and  outlawries 
for  treafon,  or  any  other  offence,  and  alfo  all  treafons  and  other  offences 
whatfoever  upon  account  or  pretence  of  the  rebellion  mentioned  or  exprelfed 
to  have  begun  or  arifen  in  this  kingdom  on  the  23d  day  of  Odlobcr,  1641,  and 
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alfo  all  penalties,  pains,  forfeitures,  bars  and  difabilities  accrewed,  or  fuppofed 
to  be  accrewed  thereby,  or  by  any  means  or  ways  touching  or  relating  thereto, 
or  any  way  upon  account  or  pretence  thereof,  be  and  are  hereby  made  void, 
releafed  and  difcharged  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  Arhatfoever.  And  be  it 
further  ena6ted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  every  officer  and  officers, 
Avho  have  the  ciffiody  or  keeping  of  the  faid  attainders  or  outlawries,  or  of 
any  of  them,  or  of  any  the  procefs,  entries  and  proceedings  thereof,  and  of 
all  or  any  the  books  of  crimination  and  examinations  relating  thereunto,  ffiall, 
as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be,  take  the  fame  off  the  hies,  and  from  the  re- 
fpective  offices  A\  here  the  lame  do  now  remain,  and  cancel  tliefame  before  or 
mthe  prefence  of  all  or  any  the -commiffioners  of  reftitution  herein  mentioned j 
and  any  officer  failing  to  do  the  lame,  lliaU  forfeit  his  office,  and  alfo  the 
fum  of  500/.  fterling,  the  moyety  of  the  faid  500/-  to  be  to  your  majefty,  and 
the  other  moyety  to  any  perfon  who  lliall  lue  for  the  fame  by  a6lion  of  debt, 
bill,  plaint  or  information  in  any  of  your  majefties  courts  of  common  law,  in 
which  action  no  effoin,  .protection,  or  Avager  of  law  lhall  be  allowed.  And  to 
the  end  that  every  peiTon  and  perfons,  and  their  heirs,  executors,  adminiftra- 
tors  and  affigns,  Avho  hitherto  Avere  barred,  hindered  or  delayed  from  reco- 
vering or  ei-^oyinghis  or  their  juft  rights,  titles,  or  poffeffions  by  any  of  the, 
matters  aforehiid,  may  Avith  all  convenient  fpeed  be  put  into  and  be  eftabhlhed 
in  his  and  their  rights,  titles  and  poffeffions. 

■Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  fuch  three  or  more 
perfons,  as  by  your  majelty,  your  heirs  or  fuccefibrs,  by  commiffion  under 
the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  lhall  be  to  that  purpofe  appointed  from  time  to 
time,  ffiall  be  commiffioners  to  hear  and  determine  the  claims  and  title  by 
Englifli  bill  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  their  heirs,  executors,  adminiftrators 
and  affigns,  Avho  are  or  ought  to  be  reftorable  or  entitnled  unto  any  lands, 
tenements  or  hereditaments,  by  reafon  of  the  repealing  or  making  void  of  the 
laid  feveral  acds  and  refolutiems  of  doubts,  grants,  letters  patents,  certificates, 
or  any  other  matter  or  thing  herein  before  mentioned  to  be  made  void,  re- 
pealed, releafed,  or  difcharged.  And  further,  that  the  faid  commiffioners, 
or  any  three,  or  more  of  -them,  ffiall  appoint  cei  tain  times  and  places  from 
time  to  time  for  tlieir  fitting,  hearing  and  determining  the  rights,  titles  and 
claims  aforefaid,  and  ffiall  ilfue  fuinmons  to  the  tenents  and  poffeffbrs  of  the 
lands  claimed  before  them,  and  for  witnefles,  and  upon  appearance,  or  in 
default  of  appearance,  then  to  proceed  and  examin  the  right  and  title  of  the 
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claimant  or  claimants  npon'oath,  Avliich  oath  tliey  have  hereby  power  to 
aclminiftcr,  and  to  take  affidavit  in  court  or  out  of  court,  and  thereupon  lhall 
have  power  to  ad  ward  injundlions  for  putting  into  poffeffion  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  as  lliall  appear  unto  them  to  be  reftorable  unto,  or  who  ought  to  be 
put  into  poffeffion  of  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  by  vertue  of  this 
a6t,  and  all  injunbtions  and  prohibitions  to  be  granted  to  ftop  or  delay  the 
proceedings  of  the  faid  commiffioners  ffiall  be  void  and  of  none  effeft.  But 
all  ffieriffis  and  coroners,  to  whom  any  injun6tion  or  injundlions  for  poffeffions 
ffiall  be  directed,  are  hereby  required  and  authorized  at  their  peril  to  execute 
the  fame.  And  the  faid  commiffioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  puniffi  all 
neglects  and  contempts  of  ffieriffs,  officers,  or  any  other  perfon  or  perfons. 
And  forafmuch  as  by  reafon  of  the  feveral  oppreffions,  diffractions  and  confu- 
fions  herein  before  mentioned,  and  of  the  length  of  time  fmce  the  ancient 
proprietors  have  been  difpoffeffed,  as  aforefaid,  the  deedsj  evidences,  and  wri- 
tings of  the  perfons  reftorable  by  this  act,  may  be  either  loft  or  miflayed,  fo 
that  the  fame  may  not  fpeedily,  or  perhaps  not  at  all  be  had,  in  order  to 
make  out  his  or  their  titles- before  the  commiffioners  aforefaid.  Be  it  therefore 
enacted,  that  the  judgment,  decree,  or  fentence  of  the  faid  commiffioners, 
or  of  any  of  them,  ffiall  not  be  final  or  definitive ; but  the  perfon  or  perfons, 
and  his  or  their  heirs,  executors,  adminiftrators  and  afiigns,  who  is  or  ffiall  be 
reftorable  by  virtue  of  this  act,  ffiall  and  may  at  his  own  will  and  pleafure, 
ufe  and  have  his  action  and  remedy  in  any  of  his  niajefiies  courts  of  law  or 
equity  for  recovery  of  his  and  their  rights,  titles  and  poffeffions,  ivithout 
reforting  to  the  faid  commiffioners;  or  if  he  be  not  able  to  make  out  his  title 
before  them.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  hereby  enacted  and  declared  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that  this  act  or  any  thing  herein  contained,  ffiall  not 
extend,  nor  be  deemed  or  conftrued  to  extend,  to  annul  or  make  void  any 
releafe,  confirmation,  conveyance,  fine,  recovery,  or  agreement,  made,  done, 
fuffercd  or  perfected  by  any  perfon  or  perfons,  or  their  anceftor  or  anceftors, 
who  otherwife  would  have  been  reftorable  by  virtue  of  this  act;  but  that  ftich 
releafe,  confirmation,  conveyance,  fine,  recovery  or  agreement,  ffiall  be  of 
fuch  like  force  and  effect  as  they  would  have  been,  if  this  act  had  never  been 
made.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  where  any 
perfon  or  perfons,  who  have  been  tranfplanted  into  the  province  of  Connaught, 
or  county  of  Clare,  or  his  or  their  heirs  or  affigns,  has  fold  or  conveyed  away 
the  lands-  or  tenements  there  fet  out,  unto  him  in  lieu  of  his  ancient  eftate; 
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and  he  or  his  heirs  diall  notwithftanding  fuch  fale  of  his  traiifplanted  intereft 
be  reftored  to  his  ancient  eftate,  or  hath  releafed  his  right  thereto,  the  faid 
tranf])lanted  intereft  be  likewife  reftored  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  was  or 
were  intituled  thereto  the  22d  day  of  October,  16-11,  or  to  his  or  their  heirs 
or  aftigns,  that  then  the  ancient  eftate  \vhich  ftiall  be  fo  enjoyed  by,  or  reftored 
to  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  fold  the  faid  traiifplanted  intereft,  or  to  his  or 
their  heirs,  or  to  any  one  claiming  by  or  under  him,  or  his  anceftors,  or  to 
whom  he  or  they  releafed  the  fame.  And  likewife  fuch  other  eftate  as  the  faid 
traiifplanted  perfon  hath  or  had,  or  which  came  from  him  by  defeent  in  fee  to 
his  heir  or  heirs,  lliall  be,  and  is  hereby  made  lyable  unto,  and  charged  ivith 
the  lawful  yearly  intereft  of  the  purchafe  money,  which  was  paid  to  the  faid 
old  proprietor  for  the  faid  traiifplanted  intereft  by  the  perfon  or  perfons 
who  bought  the  fame,  the  faid  yearly  intereft  to  be  paid  to  your  majefty, 
your  heirs  and  fucceftbrs  after  the  expiration  of  twenty-one  days  next  after 
the  feaft  of  Philip  and  Jacob,  and  All  Saints,  yearly,  by  even  and  equal  porti- 
ons every  year,  until  the  original  purchafe-nioney  be  paid  unto  your  majefty, 
your. heirs  and  fucceftbrs  in  one  entire  payment;  and  the  faid  purchafer  of 
the  faid  tranfplanted  eftate  to  be  reprized  in  fuch  manner  as  herein  after  to 
that  purpofe  is  exprefl’ed,  ami  the  faid  purchafe-nioney  to  be  part  of  the  ftock 
of  reprizals.  And  whereas  by  the  reftitution  of  the  perfons  hereby  intended 
to  be  reftored  to  their  faid  ancient  eftates  and  proprieties,  which  belonged  to 
them,  or  to  their  anceftors,  or  tliofe  under  whom  they  claim  on  the  22d  day 
of  October,  l641,  divers  perfons  who  were  ftrangers  to  the  feiTral  perfons  to 
w'hom  fonie  of  the  faid  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  W’ere  diftributeci, 
came  into  the  polfeflion  of  the  faid  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  by  or 
under  purchafes  or  conveyances  after  the  faid  act  of  fettlement  paft,  or  before 
the  firft  day  of  November  laft  for  good  and  valuable  confideration,  and  not 
in  confideration  of  blood,  afhnity,  or  marriage,  by  or  from  the  perfon  or 
perfons,  to  wJiom  the  fame  have  been  granted  or  diftributed,  purfuant  unto, 
or  under  colour  of  the  faid  feveral  acts  of  parliament,  and  refolution  of 
doubts,  or  of  fome  or  one  of  them,  and  wJiereof  certificate  or  patent  hath  been 
pafted  fiiice  the  faid  firft  act  of  fettlement;  And  likewife  fuch  perfon  and 
perfons,  whofe  anceftors,  or  themfelves,  or  tliofe  under  w'hom  they  claim, 
purchafed  the  eftates  fet  forth  to  tranfplanted  perfons  in  the  province  of  Con- 
naught and  county  of  Clare,  niuft  be  removed  and  difplaced  from  their  faid 
poireffions  and  pretended  eftates,  and  leave  the  fame  to  tlie  juft  owners  and 
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proprietors  thereof,  ^vho  are  to  be  reftored  thereto  by  vertue  of  this  act ; the 
faid  perfons  fo  to  be  removed,  are  hereljy  intended  to  be  re})rized  for  fucli 
their  jjurchafes  in  manner  as  herein  afterwards  is  exprefied.  And  whereas  an 
horrid  and  unnatural  rebellion  was  latel}'  railed,  and  ftill  is  continued  in  this 
kingdom,  and  in  other  your  majefties  dominions,  by  great  numbers  of  your 
majefty’s  fubjects,  and  more  efpecially  by  divers  of  the  perfons  and  their 
heirs,  who  had  and  enjoyed  a great  part  of  the  lands  and  tenements  which 
formerly  belonged  to'' your  majefty,  and  your  royal  fathers  and  brothers 
catholick  fubjects,  and  were  given  out  or  diftributed  by  the  late  ufurped 
jrowei's,  as  a reward  for  their  former  rebellion  and  treafon  herein  firft  menti- 
oned, which  faid  rebels  not  being  content  therewith,  but  again  endeavouring 
by  the  like  rebellion  and  treafon  to  draM^  in  foreign  forces,  and  to  continue 
a fuccefiion  of  ufurpation  againft  your  majefty,  and  over  your  moft  loyal 
catholick  fubje6ts  of  this  kingdom,  in  hopes  thereby  to  gain  the  reft  of  the 
lands,  as  they  had  obtained  a great  part  of  it  before,  and  totally  to  deprive 
your  royal  majefty,  and  your  heirs  aird  fucceflbrs  thereof,  and  of  the  crown 
and  dignity,  divers  of  the  faid  rebels  went  into  England,  Scotland,  Wales, 
Holland,  and  the  Hies  of  Man,  and  other  places  beyond  the  feas,  to  invite 
and  procure  your  moft  unnatural  enemy  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  your 
rebellious  fubje61s  there,  to  fend  over  forces  into  this  kingdom,  V'hile  the 
reft  of  the  faid  rebels  in  great  multitudes  arrayed  themfelves  in  a rebel- 
lious number,  and  feized  fevcral  of  your  majefties  forts,  garrifons  and 
magazines  heie  for  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  faid  confederate  rebels, 
whereby  this  your  majefties  kingdom  was  in  great  danger  to  be  loft;  but  it 
])leafed  Almighty  God,  by  the  courage  and  conduct  of  his  Grace  Richartl 
Duke  of  Tyrconnel,  your  majeflies  deputy  in  this  kingdom,  with  the  dutiful 
aftiftance  of  all  your  majefties  moft  103'al  catholick  fid)jcCts  here,  unanimoufly 
joining  with  the  faid  deputy  to  preferve  the  fame  for  j our  majefty,  and  to 
break  and  defeat  the  meafures  and  machinations  of  a great  ])art  of  the  faid 
rebels  and  traytors.  And  forafmucli  as  for  the  treafons  and  rebellions  aforc- 
faid,  the  faid  rebels  and  traytors  have  juftly  forfeited  not  only  their  clhites, 
lands  and  livings,  but  their  lives  alfo;  He  it  therefore  further  cnaclcrl  by 
your  moft  excellent  majefty,  by  the  advice  and  confent  aforefaid,  that  all  and 
every  the  mannors,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  ufe,  truft,  j^oftdfton, 
reverfion  and  remainder,  power  of  redemption,  and  all  and  every  eftate  and 
intereft  whatfoever  in  law  or  ecpiity  within  this  kingdom,  which  on  the  fnft 
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(lay  of  Augull,  1688,  or  at  any  time  fince  belonged  or  appertained  to  any  per- 
fon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  who  on  the  faid  lirft  day  of  Auguft,  1088,  or  at  any 
time  hnce  was  in  rebellion  or  in  arms  againft  your  moft  facred  majefty,  either 
in  this  kingdom,  or  in  the  kingdom  of  England  or  Scotland,  or  who  corre- 
fponded  or  kept  intelligence  with,  or  went  contrary  to  their  allegiance  to  dwell 
or  ftay  among  the  faid  rebels,  or  any  of  them,  or  avIio  was  or  were  any  way 
aiding,  abetting  or  affifting  to  them  or  any  of  them,  be  and  are  hereby  for- 
feited unto,  and  vefted  in  your  majefl}^,  and  fliall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to 
have  been  forfeited  unto,  and  vefted  in  your  majefty,  as  from  the  firft  day  of 
Auguft,  1088,  without  any  office  or  inquifition  thereof  found,  or  to  be  found, 
freed  and  abfolutely  difeharged  of,  and  from  all  eftates  tayl,  and  of  all  re- 
mainders and  reverftons,  to  the  intent  and  purpofe  that  the  fame  maybe  fettled, 
difpofed  and  granted,  and  confirmed  in  fuch  manner  as  hereafter  is  exprefled, 
(that  is  to  fay)  that  every  reprizable  perfon  and  jrerfons,  his  heirs,  executors 
and  adminiftrators,  who  ffiall  be  removed  from  any  of  the  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments,  which  are  hereby  to  be  reftored  to  the  ancient  proprietor 
thereof,  as  herein  before  is  exprefled,  fliall  be  reprized,  and  have  other  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments  of  equal  value,  worth  and  purchafe,  fet  out  and 
granted  unto  him  out  of  the  faid  forfeited  lands,  hereby  vefted  in  your  majefty 
for  fuch  eftate  or  eftates,  as  the  lands  from  which  he  or  they  fliall  be  fo  re- 
moved, were  held  by  him  at  the  paffing  of  this  a6l;  and  for  the  more  fpeedy 
and  efte6lual  granting  of  the  faid  reprizals,  be  it  further  enabled,  that  if  it 
fliall  be  thought  fit  or  neceflary,  there  fliall  ifliie  commiffions  under  the  great 
feal  of  this  kingdom,  to  fuch  commiflioners  as  fhall  be  named  by  the  lord 
chancellor  and  lord  keeper  of  the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  Avithin  every  of  the 
cities,  towns,  and  counties  of  this  kingdom,  to  enquire  and  aflertain  what 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  any  of  the  rebels  aforefaid  were  feized  or 
polfefled  of,  or  entituled  unto  on  the  faid  firft  day  of  Auguft,  1088,  or  at  any 
time  fince,  and  the  true  and  real  yearly  value  thereof,  and  to  make  return  thereof 
into  his  IVIajefties  High  Court  of  Chancery  Avith  all  coiiA'cnient  fpecd.  And 
be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  fuch  three  or  more  per- 
fons as  your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  by  commiflion  under  the  great 
feal  of  Ireland,  fliall  from  time  to  time  to  this  purpofe  appoint,  fliall  be  coni- 
niiflioners  for  fetting  forth,  allotting  and  diftributing  the  faid  reprizals;  Avhich 
faid  commiflioners,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  receive  the  petitions  and  claims  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
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who  fliall  demand  fucli  reprizais,  in  which  faid  petition  and  claim  is  to  be 
contained  the  quantity,  quality,  and  the  true  yearly  value  of  the  lands,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments,  from  which  fuch  petitioner  or  claimant  was  removed, 
and  the  eftate  and  title  he  had  therein,  and  the  quit-rents  thereout  payable, 
and  the  faid  commiffioner&,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  to  examine  the  truth 
thereof  by  witnelfes  upon  oath,  and  fuch  other  evidences  as  flmll  be  produced 
unto  them ; and  upon  due  examination  thereof,  if  they  find  that  fuch  peti- 
tioner or  claimant,  or  thofe,  under  whom  he  claimed  was  a purchafer,  by  pur- 
chafe  made  after  palfing  the  firft;  a6l  of  fettleracnt,  and  for  good  and  valuable 
confideration,  before  the  firfi  of  November  laft,  and  not  for  or  in  confideration 
of  blood,  affinity  or  marriage,  from,  by,  or  under  the  perfon  or  perfons,  to 
whom  the  eftate  fo  claimed  was  granted  or  diftributed,  and  v-hereof  a certificate 
or  patent  was  palfed  fince  the  faid  firft  adt,  as  aforefaid,  or  that  the  faid  peti- 
tioner or  claimant,  or  thofe  under  whom  he  claims,  was  or  is  a purchafer  for 
valuable  confideration  of  any  tranfplanted  intereft  in  the  province  of  Con- 
naught, or  county  of  Clare,  then  to  fet  forth  unto  fuch  petitioner  or  claimant, 
other  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  of  equal  value,  worth  and  purchafe, 
and  for  the  like  eftate  as  the  faid  petitioner  or  claimant  had  in  the  lands,  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments  from  vdiich  he  was,  or  fiiall  be  removed  as  aforefaid. 
And  the  faid  commiffioners,  or  an}"  three  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  required 
and  authorized  to  grant  their  certificates  under  their  hands  and  feals  to  the 
faid  petitioner  or  claimant,  expreffing  the  denominations,  quantity  and  quality, 
and  number  of  acres  of  the  faid  lands  fo  allotted,  and  the  barony  and  county 
wherein  the  fame  do  lie,  and  the  eftate  thereof  to  be  granted,  and  the  rent 
thereout  to  be  referved;  upon  producing  of  which  certificate,  the  lord  chan- 
cellor or  lord  keeper  of  the  great  feal  of  Ireland  is  hereby  authorized  and 
impowred,  v'ithout  any  further  Avarrant,  to  caufe  efte6lual  letters  patents  to  be 
made  and  palfed  to  the  faid  claimant  of  the  lands  fo  certified,  to  be  allotted 
unto  him,  and  under  the  rents,  and  for  fuclr  eftate  and  eftates  as  in  the  faid  - 
certificate  fliall  be  to  that  purpofe  exprelfcd : Provided  always  and  he  it  fur- 
ther enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  tliat  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  fiiall 
claim  or  demand  any  reprizais  for  any  tranfplanted  eftate  or  intereft,  fiiall 
before  he  or  they  ha\"e  any  reprizal  or  reprizais  for  the  fame  allotted  or  fet  out 
to  them,  make  full  and  true  difeovery  and  proof  of  the  whole  original  pur- 
chafe-money,  which  was  paid  for  the  faitl  tranfplanted  eftate  by  the  firft  pur- 
chafer thereof  to  the  perfon  or  perfons,  or  his  heirs,  to  whom  the  faid  eftate 
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was  originally  fet  forth  or  allotted  by  way  of  tranfplantation ; and  the  faid 
connniflioners,  upon  due  examination  and  proof  of  the  faid  purchafe-money, 
are  to  certifie  the  quality  thereof,  and  the  ehate  of  the  ancient  proprietor, 
which  is  to  ftand  charged  with  the  yearly  intereft  thereof  into  your  majefties 
court  of  exchequer,  to  the  end  that  the  fame  may  be  levied  as  it  lliall  grow 
due  from  time  to  time,  until  the  original  purchafe-money  be  paid  in  one  entire 
payment  to  your  majeity,  your  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  faid  principal  and 
intereft  to  be  paid  towards  reprizals,  as  aforefaid.  And  be  it  further  enabled, 
that  in  cafe  at  any  time  hereafter  it  lhall  be  difcovered,  that  any  perfon  or 
perlbns  fo  claiming  reprizals  for  any  fuch  tranfplanted  intereft,  hath  not  difco- 
vered the  full  purchafe-money  fnft  paid  for  the  faid  tranfplanted  eftate,  hut 
hath  concealed  any  part  thereof,  then  and  in  fuch  cafe  the  perfon  or  j^erfons 
who  hath  fo  concealed  any  part  of  the  faid  purchafe-money,  ftiall  forfeit 
double  the  fum  concealed  or  not  difcovered,  the  one  moyety  of  fuch  forfei- 
ture ftiall  be  to  your  m.ajefty,  your  heirs  and  fuccelfors,  and  the  other  moyety 
to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  lhall  fue  for  the  fame  hy  bill,  plaint  or  informa- 
tion, wherein  no  elibyn,  proteblion,  or  wager  of  law  ftiall  be  allowed.  Pro- 
vided alfo,  and  be  it  further  enabled,  that  neither  this  abl,  nor  any  thing 
therein  contained,  lhall  be  deemed  or  conftrued  to  veft  in  your  majefty, 
your  heirs  or  fuccelfors,  any  the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  chat- 
tels, real  right,  title,  fervice,  chiefry,  ufe,  truft,  condition,  fee-rent,  charge, 
mortgage,  right  of  redemption  of  mortgage,  recognizance,  judgment,  extent, 
right  of  ablion,  right  of  entry,  ftatute,  or  any  other  eftate  of  what  nature  or 
kind  foever,  which  are  hereby  reftorable,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  abl  to  any  ancient  proprietor,  or  his  heirs  or  afligns,  and  the 
which  have  been  vefted  or  mentioned,  or  fuppofed  to  have  been  veiled  in  your 
majefties  faid  royal  father  and  brother,  or  cither  of  them,  by  vertue  of  both, 
or  either  of  the  faid  abfs  of  fettlement,  and  explanatory  aefts,  or  refolution  of 
doubts,  or  by  vertue  of  any  of  the  faid  attainders  or  outlawries,  which  are 
herein  before  repealed  and  made  void,  or  mentioned  to  be  repealed  or  made 
void;  but  that  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons,  whole  titles,  or  whole  ancef- 
tors  titles  were  hitherto  thereby  barred,  forfeited,  or  any  way  prejudiced  or 
interrupted,  lhall  and  may  be  reftored  thereunto,  according  to  their  ancient 
rights  and  title,  as  herein  before  to  that  purpofe  is  exprelfed  or  intended. 
Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
nothing  in  this  prefent  abl  contained  ftiall  any  way  extend  or  be  conftrued  to 
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extend  to  forfeit  to,  or  veft  in  your  niajefty,  your  heirs  or  fuccefibrs,  any  re- 
mainder or  remainders,  reverfion  or  reverfions,  for  valuable  confideration,. 
limited  or  fetled  by  any  fettlement  or  conveyance  made  for  fucli  valuable  con- 
fideration, either  of  marriage,  or  marriage-portion,  or  other  valuable  confi- 
deration Avhatfoever  upon  any  eftate,  for  life  or  lives,  to  any  perfon  or  perfons, 
M'ho  have  not,  nor  lhall  not  aid,  abett  or  aflill  any  perfoii  or  perfons  in  the 
ufurpation  or  rebellion  aforefaid,  fuch  remainder  or  remainders,  reverfion  or 
reverlions  as  are  limited  by  any  conveyance,  wherein  there  is  no  power  for 
revoking  or  altering  all  or  any  ufe  or  ufes  therein  limited : And  alfo  fuch 
- remainder  and  remainders,  reverfion  and  reverfions  as  are  limited  upon  any 
fettlement  or  conveyance  of  any  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  com- 
monly called  plantation  lands,  and  all  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments 
held  or  enjoyed  under  fuch  grants  from  the  crown,  or  grant  upon  the  com- 
miffion  or  commilfions  of  grace  for  remedy  of  dcfedive  titles,  either  in  the 
reign  of  King  James  1.  or  King  Charles  1.  in  which  fcveral  grants  refpeclively^ 
there  are  piovifo’s  or  covenants  for  raifing  and  keeping  any  number  of  men 
and  arms  for  the  king's  majefty  againft  rebels  or  enemies,  or  for  raifing  of  men 
for  his  majelly’s  fervice  for  expedition  of  war  always  excepted  and  fore- 
prized;  all  which  remdinders  and  reverfions,  limited  hy  fuch  conveyance,' 
wherein  there  is'a  power  of  revocation  for  fo  much  of  the  lands,  ufes  and 
eftates  therein  limited,  as  the  faid  ])ower  doth  or  lhall  extend  unto,  and  all 
fuch  remainders  as  are  derived  or  limited  of  plantation  lands,  or  other  lands 
lield  as  aforefaid  under  fuch  grants  made  by  the  crov^n,  diall  by  authority  of 
this  prefent  parliament  be  deemed,  conftrued,  and  adjudged  void,  debarred 
and  difeharged  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever  againft  his  majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fuccelfors,  and  his  or  their  grantees  or  alligns;  and  th^  faid  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments  belonging  to  fuch  rebels  as  aforefaid,  diall  be 
vefted  in  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  lliccelfors,  freed  and  difeharged  of  the  faid 
remainder  and  remainders,  and  every  of  them;  and  to  the  end  the  reverfions 
and  remainders  faved  and  preferv'ed  by  this  act  may  appear  Avith  all. conve- 
nient fpeed.  Be  it  enaif^tcd  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  refpedive 
perfons  entituled  to  fuch  remainders,  do  within  lixty  days  next  after  the  did; 
fitting  of  the  cominiflioners  for  executing  this  act,  exhibit  their  cl“  ns  before 
the  faid  commidioners,  and  make  out  their  title  to  fuch  remainder  or  remain- 
ders, fo  as  to  procure  their  adjudication,  and  certificate  for  the  fame,  or  the 
adjudication  and  certificate  of  fome  three  or  more  of  them.  And  further,  that 
all  remainders,  for  which  fuch  adjudication  and  certificate  lliall  not  be  pro- 
cured 


APPENDIX. 


]82 

cured  at,  or  before  one  hundred  and  tM^enty  days  after  the  firft  fitting  of  the 
faid  commiffioncrs,  lhall  be  void,  and  be  for  ever  barred  and  excluded,  any 
thing-  in  this  act  or  other  matter  to  tlie  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftaiiding; 
nor  lhall  this  act  extend  to  veil  in  your  inajefty,  or  bar  any  remainders  limited 
to  Dudley  Bagnel,  Efq.  upon  the  particular  eltate  of  Nicholas  Bagnell  of 
Newry,  Efq.  in  Newry,  the  lordlhip  and  lands  of  IMourne,  and  all  other  man- 
nors  and  lands  now,  or  lately  belonging  to  the  faid  Nicholas  Bagnell  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  ; provided  the  fame  be  fuch  a remainder  as  was  not,  oi- 
ls not  in  the  power  of  the  faid  Nicholas  Bagnell  to  bar.  And  forafmuch  as 
we,  your  majefties  moft  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjects,  always  have  been,  and  for 
ever  intend  to  be  more  ftudious  and  induftrious  to  fecure  and  advance  your 
majefties  revenue,  than  to  lelfen  or  diminilh  the  fame:  And  whereas  the  quit- 
lents  or  king’s  rents  refer\  ed  or  now  payable  unto  ^mur  majefty,  your  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  would  determine  by  repealing  the  faid  a6ts,  if  fome  jirovifion 
were  not  made  to  continue  the  fame;  Be  it  ena6ted  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
that  all  lands  and  tenements,  Avdiich  by  the  faid  a6ts  of  fettlement  and  expla- 
nation, Avere  charged  Avith,  or  made  liable  to  quit-rents,  tliall  be  and  hereby 
are  charged  Avith,  and  made  liable  to  the  fame,  or  the  like  quit-rents,  to  be 
paid  to  your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  as  in  and  by  the  faid  afts  of 
fettlement  and  explanation  Avere  appointed  and  directed,  faving  and  referving 
and  excepting  the  quit-rents  due  and  payable,  and  due  out  of  the  Earl  of 
Antrim's  eftate,  Avhich  AA^re  granted  to  the  late  Earl  of  St.  Albans,  and  faving 
and  excepting  all  fuch  lands  and  tenements,  Aidiereof  the  quit-rents  have  been 
by  letters  patents  under  the  broad  feal  of  England  or  Ireland,  granted  or 
rcleafed  to  the  ancient  proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof,  or  to  fome  perfon  or 
perfons  in  tiaift  for  them,  or  reduced  into  the  hands  of  the  ancient  or  ncAV  pro- 
prietor, fmee  the  afts  of  fettlement  and  explanation,  by  reafon  of  barren  or 
unprofitable  ground,  Avhether  fuch  reducement  was  by  patent  under  the  broad 
feal,  or  certificate  or  other  order  of  commiffioncrs,  having  poAver  to  reduce  the 
fame;  Avhich  lands  and  tenements  are  for  the  future  to  be  charged  only  Avith 
fuch  quit-rents  or  croAvn-rents  as  are  by  fuch  letters  patents,  certificates,  and 
orders  refpedtively  referved  and  fpecified.  And  further,  that  all  lands  Avhich 
immediately  before  the  paffmg  of  this  prefent  a6t  Avere  not  liable  to  any  quit- 
rents,  and  ffiall  be  by  or  purfuant  to  the  prefent  a6t  reftored  to  the  ancient 
proprietor  thereof;  and  likewife  all  lands  Avithin  this  kingdom,  A\-hich  being 
refted  in  your  majefty  by  this  prefent  a6t,  or  by  or  upon  account  of  the  pre- 
fent 
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fent  rebellion,  or  of  any  treafon  committed  by  any  perfon  fmce  the  firft  day  of 
Auguft  laft,  tliall  be  diftributed  or  given  out  for  reprizals  by  the  commiffioners 
for  executing  this  aft,  or  otherwife  granted  by  your  majefiy,  your  lieirs  anti 
fucceffors,  to  any  perfon  or  perfons,  bodies  politique  or  corporate,  thall  be  and 
are  hereby  charged  with  and  made  liable  to  the  fame,  or  the  like  (piit-rents 
to  be  paid  to  your  majefly,  your  heirs  and  fuccctfors,  as  in  and  by  the  faid 
afts  of  fettlement.  and  explanation,  were  appointed  or  direfted  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  other  lands  in  the  refpeftive  provinces  where  fuch  lands  do  refpectiveiy 
lie;  fo  that  the  rent  formerly  referved  to  the  crown,  or  fuch  lands,  exceed 
not  the  rent  hereby  referved;  but  where  the  rents  formerly  referved  do  exceed 
the  rent  liereby  to  be  referved,  the  faid  former  rents  only  fliall  be  paid.  And 
be  it  further  enafted  by  the  auhority  aforefaid,  that  all  arrears  of  the  faid  quit- 
rents  referved  by  the  faid  former  afts,  which  Avere  due  to  your  majefty  on  the 
firft  day  of  May,  idSQ,  fliall  be  anfwered  and  duly  paid  to  your  majefty,  and 
that  your  majefty  fliall  and  may  recover  and  levy  the  fame  in  fuch  manner, 
and  by  all  fueh  ivays  and  means  as  you  might  have  done,  if  this  prefent  aft 
had  never  been  made,  any  thing  in  this  aft  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
Itanding.  And  in  regard  the  mefne  profits  of  the  faid  ancient  eftates,  Avhich 
are  hereby  reftorable,  are  to  be  difeharged,  as  hereafter  exprelfed,  be  it  further 
enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  tliat  all  interefts  of  money  for  any  debt  or 
debts  contrafted  before  the  23d  of  Oftober,  1041,  and  wherewith  the  eftate 
of  any  perfon  reftorable  by  this  aft  may  be  chargeable,  be  and  are  hereby 
difeharged  and  releafed  for  fuch  time  as  the  perfon  or  perfons,  who  fliould 
have  paid  the  faid  debts,  were  barred  and  kejit  out  of  their  eftates  by  the  faid 
afts  of  rebellion;  but  the  original  debts  are  not  to  be  difeharged  by  this  aft. 
And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  no  perfons  reftorable 
by  vertue  of  this  aft  fliall  fue  for,  or  recover  any  mefne  profits  of  the  eftate  fo 
reftorable,  but  only  for  fuch  mefne  profits  as  fliall  necrew  or  grow  due  after  his 
demanding  pofleftion,  or  commencing  fince  for  the  lands  fo  reftorable  after  the 
pafting  of  this  aft.  And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
the  eftate  or  eftates  to  be  fet  out  or  allotted  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  by  Avay 
of  fore-prizals  by  vertue  of  this*  aft,  or  any  other  eftate  Avhicli  he  or  his  heirs 
fliall  have,  fliall  be  lyable  and  fubjeft  to  all  fuch  judgments,  ftatutes  and  recog- 
nizances for  payment  of  money,  rent-charges,  annuities,  mortgages,  dowers, 
iind  all  other  eftates,  ufes,  trufts,  limitations,  fettlcments,  charges  and  incum- 
brances of  the  perfons  fo  reprized  or  removed,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  eftate 
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from  wliich  he  fliall  Ije  fo  removed,  would  be  lyable  in  cafe  he  never  were  re- 
moved iVom  the  fame;  but  in  cafe  any  perfon  hereby  removable  to  make  room 
for  an  old  proprietor,  be  a forfeiting  j)erfon,  or  is  not  intituled  to  have  repri- 
zal,  then  in  fueh  cafe  it  is  hereby  declared  and  enabled,  that  all  and  every 
perfon  and  perfons,  who  before  the  7th  day  of  May,  1689,  had  any  fueh  in- 
cumbrances as  before  is  exprclTed,  or  any  judgment  at  any  time  before  the 
22(1  day  of  May,  lOsp,  on  the  faid  eftate  hereby  reftorable  to  the  old  pro- 
prietor, thall  and  may  have  reprizals  for  the  fame  out  of  the  common  ftock  of 
reprizals,  at  the  rate  of  ten  years  purchafe:  Provided  alwa^-s,  that  fueh  incum- 
brances, or  the  reprizals  to  be  had  or  allotted  for  the  fame,  tlndl  not  exceed 
the  value  of  the  ehate  Avhich  was  lyable  thereunto,  and  A\'hich  is  reftorable 
to  the  old  proprietor  thereof,  or  to  his  heirs  or  affigns.  And  be  it  further 
hereby  enacted,  that  where  any  old  proprietor,  or  his  heirs,  vdio  had  or  held 
any  new  eftate  by  tranfplantation,  or  otherwife,  by  or  under  the  faid  a6ts 
hereby  repealed,  or  any  of  them,  diall  by  virtue  of  this  prefent  adt  be  removed 
from,  the  fame,  that  then,  and  in  fueh  cafe,  the  ancient  cfiate  of  fueh  old 
proj)rietor,  or  Ins  heirs,  fliall  be  reftored.  And  likewife  all  fueh  other  eftate 
Avhich  fueh  ancient  proprietor,  or  his  heirs  by  defeent  in  fee  under  him,  lhall 
liave,  lhall  be,  and  is  hereby  made  aflets  for  the  ancettors  debts,  and  lyable  to 
make  fatisfadtion  for  all  fueh  judgments,  recognizances,  and  ftatutes  for  pay- 
ment of  money,  and  alfo  for  all  rent-charge,  annuities,  mortgages,  and  all 
other  eltates,  ufes,  trufts,  limitations  and  fettlements,  charges  and  incum- 
brances of  the  faid  old  proprietor  and  his  heirs,  in  fueh  manner  as  the  faid  new 
eftate  from  Avhich  he  or  they  lliall  be  fo  removed  would  have  been  lyable  in 
cafe  he  or  they  Avere  never  removed  from  the  fame,  except  the  leafes  made  by 
fueh  perfons  AV'ho  are  to  be  reftored  to  the  lands  they  or  any  of  them  Avere 
feized  or  poifelfed  of.  And  furthermore,  for  the  prevention  of  tlie  great 
inconveniencies,  Avhich  may  happen  by  the  fudden  removal  of  the  leftees,  far- 
mers or  under-tenants,  from  the  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  Avhereof 
they  are  noAv  in  acfual  poft’eftion,  and  Avhich  are  hereby  to  be  reftored  to  the 
ancient  proprietors  thereof,  their  heirs  or  aftigns;  Be  it  further  enadled  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  all  fueh  leafes  in  Avriting,  of  the  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments  hereby  reftorable,  and  Avhieh  Averc  made  before  the  firlt  day 
of  May,  1688,  ineerly  in  confidcration  of  rents,  duties,  or  other  valuable  yearly 
refervations,  and  not  in  confideration  of  any  fine  or  incumbrance,  or  of  blood 
•or  alfinity,  and  by  virtue  Avhereof  the  lands,  tenements  and  heredifaments 
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tliereby  demlfecl,  are  at  this  time  enjoyed  and  held  by  the  prefent  terr- tenants 
and  occupiers  thereof,  be,  and  are  hereby  made  good  and  conlirmed  by  the 
faid  terr- tenants  and  occupiers,  for  and  during  fo  much  of  the  term  or  time 
in  fuch  leafe  or  leafes  limited  and  exprehed,  as  lhall  not  exceed  tlie  number  of 
tu'enty-one  years,  or  tliree  lives  yet  to  come  and  uncxpired,  and  for  all  the 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  thereby  demifed,  except  that  meffuage  or 
tenement  vhich  in  the  }'ear,  id  ll , was  the  manhon  houfe  of  the  old  proprietor, 
or  his  afligns;  and  except  alfo  the  demefne  thereunto  belonging  (that  is  to 
fay)  the  town  and  lands  whereon  the  faid  manfion-houfe  then  ftood  ; and  the 
faid  tenant  and  leffee,  and  his  executors,  adminiftrators  and  alhgns  for  the 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  fo  by  them  to  be  held  and  detained  by 
virtue  of  fuch  leafe  or  leafes,  are  to  pay  the  yearly  rent  and  duties  thereout 
referred,  or  their  juft  proportion  thereof,  to  the  faid  the  ancient  proprietor 
herebj  reftorable,  and  to  his  heirs  and  afligns,  and  to  give  him  or  them  copies 
or  counterparts  of  the  faid  leafe  or  leafes,  and  their  own  obligations  for  perform- 
ance thereof,  or  otherwife  to  accept  of  a new  leafe  for  the  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments  fo  to  be  enjoyed,  and  under  the  like  rent  proportionably, 
and  for  fuch  time  or  term  as  lliall  be  then  unexpired  of  the  faid  former  demife; 
And  whereas  in  fome  cafes  the  leafe  or  leafes  which  fuch  leflee  or  leflees  had, 
might  have  been  very  beneficial  leafes  for  a great  term,  and  originally  made  in 
confideration  of  fines  by  them  given  to  their  leflbrs  for  the  fame,  or  in  refpe^t 
of  improvements ; and  as  it  is  unequitable  on  the  one  fide,  that  fuch  leflees 
lliould  lofe  their  fines,  bargains  and  improvements,  M’ithout  fatisfa6tion  for  the 
fame,  fo  it  is  on  the  other  fide  unreafonable,  that  the  old  proprietor,  who  hath 
been  hitherto  kejit  out  of  his  eftate,  and  is  hereby  barred  from  the  mefne  pro- 
fits thereof,  fiiould  be  obliged  to  bear  the  lofs  and  damage  of  leafes  fo  made, 
at  an  under  rate  and  low  value:  Be  it  therefore  enadted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  the  faid  leflbr,  his  heirs  or  afligns  Avho  is  to  be  reprized  for  the 
faid  lands,  lhall  out  of  the  lands  M'hich  lhall  be  to  him  granted  by  way  of 
reprizal,  make  and  perfe6t  unto  the  faid  leflee,  his  executors,  adminiftrators  or 
afligns,  a leafe  of  lands  of  the  like  value ; and  for  fuch  term  or  time  of  the  faid 
former  leafe  as  will  be  unexpired  at  the  removal  of  the  faid  leflbr,  and  that  the 
faid  new  leafe  lhall  be  under  the  like  rents,  refervations,  covenants  and  condi- 
tions, as  in  the  faid  former  leafe  were  exprelfed;  but  in  cafe  the  faid  leflbr  be 
a forfeiting  perfon,  and  not  reprizable  by  this  a6t,  then  the  faid  leflTee  and  leflees 
lhall  be  rcpiized  for  their  faid  leafes  out  of  the  common  flock  of  reprizals,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  methods  herein  before  fet  forth ; but  fuch  leafes  in  polfeflion, 
and  not  now  in  any  forfeiting  perfon,  as  were  made  by  your  majefty  of  the 
lands  held  by  your  majefty  under  the  title  of  the  faid  afts,  are  to  hand  good 
and  effedual  at  the  ele6lion  of  the  leflees,  their  executors,  adminiftrators  or 
ahio-ns,  and  the  rent  and  refervation  thereof,  to  devolve  and  come  to  the  old 
proprietors  thereof,  and  particularly  one  leafe  bearing  date  the  firh  day  of 
April,  1675,  made  by  your  majehy  unto  John  Keating,  Ebp  for  the  term  of 
nventy-fix  years,  to  commence  from  the  tirll  day  of  May  then  next  enfuing 
the  date  thereof,  of  the  town  and  lands  of  Blackrath  in  the  county  of  Kildare, 
under  the  yearly  rent  of  81/.  155.  fterling,  thall  in  like  manner  hand  good  and 
ehedual,  notwithftanding  any  fale  made  by  your  majefty  unto  him  the  faid  ' 
John,  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faid  lands,  or  any  merger  of  the  faid  leafcj 
but  the  reverhon  and  rent  of  the  faid  lands  fo  leafed,  is  hereby  to  come  to  the 
old  proprietor  thereof,  his  heirs  and  afhgns.  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
ena6ted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons  who 
is,  or  are  at  the  time  of  paffmgthis  a6t,  feized  or  pohehed  of  any  hoiifes,  mef- 
fuages,  mannors,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  within  this  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  who  are  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  any  claufe  therein  contained,  to 
be  removed  from  the  feizin  or  pofleflion  thereof,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  fhall 
have  fuch  reafonable  and  competent  time  given  and  allowed  him  or  them  for 
the  removal  of  themfelves,  their  families  and  ftocks,  as  the  commiflioners  for 
execution  of  this  a6t,  or  any  three  of  them,  fliall  tliink  fit  and  appoint,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year  from  the  firft  day  of  May,  1689,  and  the  fame  to  be  under 
Inch  competent  rent,  as  the  faid  commiffioners  fliall  think  fit  to  be  paid  to  the 
perfon  or  perfons,  his  and  their  heirs,  executors  and  adminiftrators,  Avho  is,  or 
are  by  this  act  reftorable  to  the  faid  houfes,  meffuages,  mannors,  lands,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments,  any  thing  in  this  a6't,  or  any  other  matter  or  things 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithhanding.  Provided  alfo,  and  be 
it  further  ena6ted  by  the  authority  aforefiid,  that  all  and  every  perfon  and 
perfons  who  fow  any  corn  or  roots  in  any  lands,  tenements  and  heredita- 
ments, whereof  they  or  any  of  them,  are  now  at  the  time  of  paffing  of  this 
a6l  feized  or  poffeffed,  fliall  have,  perceive,  and  take  the  full  benefit  and 
advantage  thereof,  and  have  free  liberty  of  ingrefs,  egrefa  and  regrefs,  for  the 
making  up  and  preferving,  and  of  carrying  away  and  difpofing  of  the  faid 
corn  and  roots,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  he  or  they  fliall  think  fit,  he  or  they 
paying  or  allowing  for  the  fame  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  fliall  be  refiored 
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to  the  laid  lands  fo  lowed  with  corn  and  roots,  according  to  the  cuftoin  of  the 
country.  And  whereas  there  are  divers  poor  and  dillreffed  widows  and  rclifts, 
whofe  deceafed  hulbands,  had  they  been  alive,  would  have  been  rellorable  by 
this  acl,  and  been  thereby  enabled  to  leave  Ibine  maintenance  to  tlieir  faid 
w’idows'and  reli61s;  but  in  regard  their  faid  deceafed  hulbands,  by  means  of 
tile  feveral  acts  and  other  matters  herein  before  exprelTed  and  repealed,  were 
kept  from  any  feizin  or  poffeffion  of  the  efiates,  which  lliould  of  right  be  en- 
joyed by  them,  and  for  want  of  fuch  feizin,  the  faid  widow’s  and  reli6ts  are  not 
b}'  the  common  law  of  this  land  entituled  to  any  dowser,  and  tlierefore  are  in 
danger  of  periihing:  Be  it  therefore  enafled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
the  want  of  fuch  feizin  diall  be  no  bar  or  prejudice  to  tlie  w'idow’s  and  relidls 
aforefaid,  but  that  every  w idow  and  reli6t,  whofe  hulband,  if  living,  w'ould  or 
might  be  rellorable  by  thisadl,  lliall  and  may  have  and  recover  fuch  dow  er  or 
proportion  of  her  faid  hulbands  eftate  as  die  might  recover  by  the  common 
law^  if  her  faid  hulband  had  a feizin  in  deed  or  in  law  thereof,  and  the  com- 
millioncrs  for  reftitution  herein  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  are  hereby 
required  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  fet  forth  and  allotted;  or  the  faid  Avidows 
and  relicts  may,  if  they  think  lit,  ufe  and  have  their  remedy  at  common  law; 
and  if  ne  tmque  feizie  qui  dozeer^  or  any  fuch  plea,  lhall  be  pleaded  againft  any 
of  them,  it  lhall  be  fuliicientfor  every  fuch  wddow'  and  reli6t  to  give  in  evidence, 
that  the  eftate  which  her  hulband  Ihould  have  had,  Avas  kept  out  of  him  by 
any  of  the  acts  or  matters  herein  repealed,  Avas  fuch  Avdiereof  die  might  recoA^er 
doAV'^er,  in  cafe  he  Avere  actually  feized,  according  to  the  eftate  to  him  limited; 
and  upon  proving  thereof,  e\’ery  fuch  Avidow  and  reli6t  diall  recoA’er,  as  Avell 
as  if  her  faid  liudiand  had  been  adtually  feized  of  the  faid  eftate;  but  fuch 
Avidows  and  relidts  as  had  or  enjoyed  any  jointure  to  them  limited,  lhall  only 
have  the  benefit  of  fuch  joyntures.  Provitled  ahvays  and  be  it  further  ena6ted 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  and  every  the  honors,  mannors,  lands, 
tenements,  remainder  and  remainders  whereof  Robert  Lord  Baron  of  Kings- 
tOAvne,  noAvis,  or  at  any  time  heretofore  has  been  hiAV'fully  and  rightfully  feized 
or  polfelfed  of  in  his  demefnc,  as  of  fee  or  fee  tayl,  to  or.of  any  eftate  of  inhe- 
ritance in  right  of  his  anceftors  (that  is  to  fay)  of  John  Lord  Baron  of  Kings- 
towne,  or  the  Lady  Katharine  his  wife,  lituate,  lying  and  being  in  the  counties 
of  Cork  and  Rofconion,  or  elfewhere,  Avithin  this  kingdom,  and  Avhich  hath 
been  fettled  upon,  or  limited  unto  the  faid  John  Lord  Baron  of  KinglloAvue 
by  his  father  or  grandfather.  Sir  John  and  Sir  Robert  King,  or  by  any  of 
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tliern,  or  to  the  faid  John  Lord  Baron  of  Kingftowne,  and  the  Lady  Katharine 
his  wife,  or  to  either  of  them,  by  Sir  W.  Fenton,  Kt.  and  Dame  Margaret  his 
wife,  or  either  of  them,  and  t hereof  the  faid  Sir  John  or  Sir  Robert,  or  the 
faid  Sir  W.  Fenton  were  feized  or  poifeli’ed  of  refpe6tively  on  the  22d  of 
Oftober,  ]641,  with  all  the  rights,  titles  or  interefts,  which  they,  or  any  of 
them  rcfpedtively  had  thereunto,  be  and  are  hereby  vefted  and  fettled  in  his 
majefty  and  his  heij  s,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  his  majefty  lhall  think  fit,  fubjedl 
iieverthelefs  to  fuch  legal  and  equitable  incumbrance,  as  the  fame  would  have 
been  liable  unto,  in  cafe  this  a6l  had  never  pafl’ed ; any  thing  therein  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  Provided  always  and  be  it  further  enadted  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  capital  meffuage,  town  and  lands  of  Chappcl- 
lizard,  alias  Ized,  with  all  other  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  and 
every  part  and  parcel  now  at  the  paffmg  of  this  adl,  occupied,  polfefled  and 
enjoyed  as  part  or  parcel  thereof,  and  the  capital  meffuage  of  the  Phenix,  and 
all  the  houfes,  meffuages,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  within  the  kings 
park  adjoynittg  unto,  or  near  this  city  of  Dublin,  in  as  large,  free  and  ample 
manner  as  the  fame  is  now  at  the  paffmg  of  this  a6l  poffeffed  and  enjoyed  by 
his  majefty,  or  any  perfon  claiming  by,  from  or  under  his  majefty,  fliall  be  and 
are  hereby  vefted  in  the  kings  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs;  and  fliall  be 
held  and  enjoyed  by  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs;  any  thing  in 
this  prefent  act,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  whatfoever  to  the  contrary  in  any 
wife  notwithftanding.  And  in  cafe  any  ancient  proprietor  or  proprietors 
thereof,  hath,  or  have  not  been  already  fatisfied  for  his  or  their  intereft  therein, 
that  then  fuch  ancient  proprietor  or  proprietors  fhall  be  reprized  according  to 
his  title  and  intereft  in  the  faid  lands  out  of  the  forfeited  lands,  according  to 
the  rules  of  this  abl:  Provided  always  and  be  it  enabled  by  the  authority  afore- 
laid,  that  the  lord  chief  juftice  of  his  majefty’s  court  of  Kings-Bench,  the  lord 
chief  baron  of  his  majefties  court  of  exchequer,  and  the  mafter  of  the  rolls, 
or  any  other  of  his  majefties  officers  of  this  kingdom  for  the  time  being  ffiall 
and  may  have  and  receive  fuch  port-corn  of  the  feveral  rectories  vdiich  have 
been  formerly  paid  and  received  ; any  thing  in  this  prefent  abl,  or  any  other 
matter  or  thing  Avhatfoever  to  the  contrary  in  any  Avife  notwithftanding. 
And  Aidiercas  in  purfuance  of  an  agreement  made  and  concluded  between 
Richard  late  Earl  of  Clanrickard  and  Charles  Lord  Vifeount  Mufkery,  and 
iSIargaret  Vicountefs  jMufkcry  his  Avife,  heir  general  of  Ulick  late  Lord  Mar- 
quefs  of  Clanrickard,  feveral  provifjons  haAn  been  made  and  enabled  in  the 
faid  abls  of  fettlement  and  explanation  for  felling  the  eftate  of  the  family  of 
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Clanrlckard ; fince  which  time  feveral  deeds,  conveyances,  fettleinents,  provi- 
fions,  writings,  decree,  award  and  agreements  of,  and  concerning  the  honour, 
mannor,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  belonging  to  the  faid  family,  or 
whereof  William  late  Earl  of  Clanrickard  was  feized  or  polfelfed,  were  made 
and  perfedted  by  the  faid  William  late  Earl  of  Clanrickard,  or  by  his  children 
after  his  deceafe,  or  with  their  confent,  which ^re  not  intended  to  be  weakened 
or  avoided  by  this  abl;  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
that  the  faid  feveral  deeds,  conveyances,  fettlements,  provifions,  writings,  de- 
crees, awards,  agreements,  according  to  the  feveral  and  refpeCtive  eftates,  ufes, 
trufts,  remainders,  limitations  and  provifions,  therein  mentioned,  tliall  be  and 
remain  firm,  valid  in  law  according  to  the  faid  award  lately  made  between 
the  family  of  Clanrickard  and  the  limitations  and  ules  therein  fet  forth:  and 
that  the  feveral  deeds,  conveyances,  fettlements,  provifions,  writings,  decree 
and  award  to  the  ufes  and  limitations  in  the  faid  award  be  of  the  fame  force 
and  vertue,  and  in  the  fame  plight  and  condition  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
as  if  this  prefent  a(5t  had  never  been  made  againft  the  heir  general  ofUlick,  late 
Lord  IVIarquefs  of  Clanrickard,  Richard  late  Earl  of  Clanrickard,  and  all  per- 
fons  claiming  by,  from  or  under  them,  their  anceftors,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
any  thing  inthefe  prefents  to  the  contrary  notwithfianding;  faving  the  right, 
title  and  intereft  of  all  purchafers  and  ftrangers,  their  heirs,  executors,  admi- 
niftrators  and  afiigns.  And  whereas  the  right  honourable  Hellen  Countefs  of 
Clanrickard  having  heretofore  her  dower  of  the  eftate  of  her  deceafed  hulband 
John  Fitz  Gerald,  Efq.  fet  out  unto  her,  in  which  dower  feveral  parcels  of 
lands  were  comprized,  that  did  belong  in  October,  l641,  to  old  proprietors 
reftorable  by  this  a6l;  It  is  hereby  ena6ted,  that  the  faid  Countefs  lhall  be 
reprized  out  of  the  other  two  thirds  of  the  faid  eftate  late  in  the  feizin  of 
Edward  Villiers,  Efq.  and  Katharine  his  wife,  in  lands  of  equal  value,  worth, 
and  purchafe,  that  lhall  be  forfeited  to  his  majefty  for  and  during  the  life  of 
the  faid  Countefs,  to  fupply  what  lhall  be  homi  Jide  evided  from  her  by  any 
fuch  old  proprietors.  And  v'hereas  by  a particular  provifo  in  the  ad,  com- 
monly entituled,  “ An  ad  for  the  better  execution  of  his  inajeftics  gracious 
“ declaration  for  the  fettlement  of  this  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  fatisfadion  of 
the  feveral  interefts  of  adventurers,  foldiers,  and  other  his  fubjeds  there 
•It  is  amongft  other  things  enaded,  that  Theobald  late  Earl  of  Carlingford 
fiiall  have,  hold,  pofiefs  and  enjoy,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  all  thole  the  lands, 
manners,  tenements  and  hereditaments  in  the  county  of  Louth,  Avhereof  the 
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faid  Theobald  late  'Earl  of  Carlingford,  upon  the  firft  day  of  Augull  in  the 
year  ]66i,  was  poffeffed  or  fet  out,  affigned  or  granted  to  the  faid  Theobald 
by  way  of  Cullodiuni,  orothcrwife,  in  order  to  a farther  fettlement  thereof  to 
and  on  the  faid  Theobald  Earl  of  Carlingford,  and  his  heirs,  for  and  in  lieu  of 
the  eftate  of  Coloony  in  the  county  of  Sligo;  and  alfo,  that  the  faid  Theobald 
Earl  of  Carlingford  fliall  have  and  enjoy  to  him  and  his  heirs,  the  mannors, 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  whereof  Chrift  Tuaffe  of  Braganftowne, 
andTheoph.  Tuaffe  of  Cookftowne,  or  either  of  them,  or  any  of  their  anceftors, 
or  any  other  perfon  oi-  perfons  to  their  ufe,  or  in  truft  for  them  or  any  of  them, 
Hood  feized  or  potfelfed  upon  the  ■22d  of  Odtoher,  1641.  And  whereas  the 
faid  mannors,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  are  by  this  prefent  a6t  to  be 
reftored  to  the  ancient  proprietors  thereof,  or  unto  their  heirs  or  affigns;  And 
alfo  feveral  other  lands  granted  unto  the  faid  Theobald  Earl  of  Carlingford 
and  his  heirs,  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  ^leath,  Sligo,  and  Typperary, 
whereby  Nicholas  now  Earl  of  Carlingford  Avill  be  a great  fufferer,  if  not 
otherwife  provided  for  by  this  uO; -^c  it  therefore  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
further  enadted  by  the 'authority  aforefaid,  that  the  commiflioners  for  exe- 
cuting of  this  a6t  lliall  forthwith  fet  out  in  reprizals  other  mannors,  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments,  forfeited  unto,  and  vefted  in  his  majefty  by 
vertue  of  this  a6l,  or  upon  account  of  any  attainder  of  treafon,  of  equal  value, 
worth  and  purchafe  with  the  mannors,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments 
from  which  the  faid  Nicholas  Earl  of  Carlingford,  or  his  heirs  are  to  be 
removed  or  difpofllelfed  of  by  virtue  of  this  prefent  a6t,  and  which  were  held  by 
the  faid  Nicholas  Earl  of  Carlingford,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  acts  of  fettlement 
and  explanation  or  either  of  them,  or  by  patent  or  patents  upon  the  faid  a6ts, 
and  all  and  fingular  which  lands  and  premifes  fo  fet  out  in  reprizal,  the  faid 
Nicholas  Earl  of  Carlingford  fliall  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs,  at  and  under  the 
'fame  or  like  tenure,  rents  and  fervices,  as  all  purchafers  are  to  hold  by  this  a6t 
the  reprizal  fet  out  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  and  fubject  to  fuch  mortgages, 
charges  and  incumbrances,  as  the  lands  from  whence  he  or  they  are  to  be  re- 
moved, were  and  are  at  the  time  of  the  paffing  of  this  a6t  ; any  thing  in  this 
prefent  a6t  contained,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof,'  in 
any  wife  notwithftanding.  Provided  always  and  be  it  further  cnafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  this  a6l  or  any  thing  herein  contained,  fhall  not  ba 
conftrued  or  expounded  in  any  courts,  either  in  law  or  equity,  to  veft  in  the 
kings  moft  excellent  majefty,  his  heirs  or  fuccelfors,  or  otherwife  bar  any  re- 
mainder 
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inainder  or  remainders,  or  any  right,  title  or  intereft  whatfoever,  that  ought 
to  have  defcended  or  come,  or  which  fliall  or  may  hereafter  defcend  or  come 
upon  or  to  Francis  Lane  now  wife  to  Ulick  Lord  Vifcount  Gallway,  by  ver- 
tue  of  any  deed,  will  or  other  writing,  whatfoever,  made  and  executed  by 
George  Lord  Vifcount  Lanelborough  deceafed;  and  all  the  right,  title  and 
intereft  whatfoever,  in  refpedt  of  the  premifes,  be  faved  to  the  faid  Ulick  Lord 
Vifcount  Gallway  and  Dame  Frances  his  wife,  this  aft,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained  to'  the  contrary  in  any  Avife  notwithftanding.  Always  excepted 
fuch  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  as  were  at  any  time  with-held  or  de- 
tained from  the  ancient  proprietor  or  proprietors  on  account  of  any  title 
derived  or  pretended  to  be  derived  from  or  under  the  faid  afts  of  fettlement 
and  explanation  or  either  of  them,  and  not  under  the  proprietor  or  his  heirs. 
And  whereas  by  a particular  provifo  in  the  aft  commonly  intituled,  “ An  aft; 

for  the  better  execution  of  his  majefties  gracious  declaration  for  the  fettle- 
“ ment  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  fatisfaftion  of  the  feveral  interefts  of 
“ adventure)  s,  fouldiers,  and  others  his  fubjefts  there.”  It  is  amongft  other 
things  enafteil,  that  the  tOAvn  of  Mullingar  in  the  county  of  Weft-Meath, 
with  all  the  houfes,  caflles,  lands,  tenements  and  commons  thereunto  belong- 
ing and  forfeited  to  his  late  majefty  Charles  the  Second  of  happy  memory, 
Ihould  be  and  were  by  the  faid  aft  Tettled  upon  the  late  Earl  of  Granard  and 
his  heirs,  by  the  name  of  Sir  Arthur  Forbes,  Bart,  according  to  a gi-ant  thereof 
paffed  to  him  by  letters  patents  under  his  faid  late  majefties  great  feal  of 
Ireland,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  July  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  faid 
late  majefties  reign:  And  whereas  the  faid  Earl  of  Gianard  hath  in  con- 
fideration  of  a confiderable  marriage  portion,  fettled  the  faid  town  of  Mul- 
lingar, Avith  all  and  fingular  the  premifes,  on  Arthur  now  Loi’d  Foibes  eldeft 
foil  of  the  faid  Eail  of  Granard:  And  Avhereas  the  fiid  town  of  Mullingar, 
and  all  other  the  premifes,  Avith  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  arc 
by  this  piefent  aft  to  be  reftored  to  the  ancient  proprietors  theieof,  or  unto 
their  heiis  or  affigns,  v hcrehy  the  faid  Arthur  Lord  Foi  bes  Avill  be  a great 
fufferer,  if  not  otherivife  provided  for  by  this  aft.  Be  it  therefore  enafted, 
and  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  commifli- 
oners  for  execution  of  this  aft,  tliall  fortliAvith  fet  out  in  reprizal  other  man- 
nors,  lands,  tenements  and  hei’editaments  forfeited  unto  and  vehed  in  his 
majefty  by  vertue  of  this  aft,  or  upon  account  of  any  attainder  of  treafon  of 
erjual  vajue,  Avorth  and  purchafe  Avith  the  faid  town  of  jMullingar,  and  other 
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the  faid  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  from  which  the  faid  Arthur  Lord 
Forbes  or  liis  heirs,  are  to  be  removed  or  difpolTeffed  by  vertue  of  this  prefent 
adt,  or  any  claufe  or  matter  tlierein  contained:  All  and  fingular  which  lands 
and  premifes,  fo  fet  out  in  reprizals,  the  faid  Arthur  Lord  Forbes  lliall  hold  to 
liim  and  his  heirs,  at  and  under  the  fame,  or  like  tenures,  rents  and  fervices  as 
all  purchafers  are  to  hold  by  this  adt  of  the  reprizals  fet  out  to  them,  or  any  of 
them,  any  thing  in  this  prefent,  or  other  matter  or  thing  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  any  Mife  notwithftanding.  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  autho- 
rity aforefaid,  that  whereas  Fi  ancis  Plowden,  Efq.  is  and  for  feveral  years  paft 
has  been  feized  in  fee  of  feveral  houfes,  back-fides,  waft  plots,  and  gardens, 
lying  and  being  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  town  of  Galloway,  by  and  under 
the  laft  will  and  teftament  of  dame  Katharine  PloA\'den,  feli6l  of  Sir  Daniel 
Trefwcl,  Knight,  deceafed,  he  the  faid  Francis  Plowden  having  paid  above 
two  thoufand  pounds  herling  in  debts  and  legacies  out  of  the  faid  demifed 
premifes  purfuant  to  the  faid  will,  that  the  faid  commiflioners  for  executing 
of  this  aft  lhall  forthwith  fet  out  and  allow  in  reprizal  unto  the  faid  Francis 
Plowden,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  to  his  and  their  ufe,  lands,  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments, of  equal  value,  v'orth  and  purchafe  Avith  the  faid  feveral  houfes, 
waft  plots  and  gardens  for  which  the  faid  Francis  PloAvden,  his  heirs  or  alhgns, 
is  or  are  to  be  removed,  for  rehoring  the  ancient  proprietor  by  this  aft,  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithllanding:  Provided  always, 
that  John  Brown,  Efq.  his  heirs  and  affigns,  lhall  in  trull  for  his  creditors,  and 
for  fupport  of  his  iron-works,  which  are  of  publick  advantage  to  your  majelly 
and  this  kingdom,  have,  hold  and  enjoy  all  and  every  the  furnaces,  llore-hou- 
fes,  mills,  dwelling-houfes  and  gardens,  and  other  improvements,  built  or 
made  by  him,  or  on  his  account,  in  the  county  of  ]\Iayo,  for  his  own,  his 
clerks  and  Avorkmens’  dwelling  houles  and  conveniences  to  attend  the  faid 
works;  and  alfo  all  dams  built  by  the  laid  John  Brown  for  fupport  of  the  faid 
Avorks,  Avith  poAver  for  repairs,  as  heretofore  ufually  done,  and  next  the' faid 
Avorks,  and  moll  contiguous  unto  them,  fo  much  of  the  lands,  Avhich  by  the 
rules  of  this  aft  Avould  be  taken  away  from  the  faid  John  BroAvn,  or  his  heirs, 
and  rellored  to  the  ancient  proprietors,  as  is  or  lhall  be  necelfary  for  the  gar- 
dens, dwelling-houfes  and  grazing  for  the  cattel  and  horfes  of  the  feveral 
clerks,  Avorkmen  and  labourers,  employed  or  to  be  employed  by  the  faid  John 
BroAvn  about  the  faid  Avorks;  and  the  commilTioners  for  executing  of  this  a6t 
are  hereby  empoAvered  for  to  afeertain  the  quantity  and  rates  of  the  faid  lands 
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that  fliall  be  neceffary  for  the  faid  Brown,  his  clerks,  dwellers,  workmen  and 
labourers  to  be  employed  about  the  faid  works  refpe6tively,  as  aforefaid,  and  to 
order  and  appoint  fuch  rents  to  be  paid  yearly  to  the  ancient  proprietors  and 
their  heirs,  by  the  faid  John  Brown  and  his  heirs,  out  of  the  faid  lands,  as  they 
diall  think  fit,  regard  firfl  only  being  had  to  the  intrinfecal  value  of  the  faid 
lands.  And  whereas  Martin  Supple,  Efq.  having  been  reftored  as  an  innocent 
by  the  commiffioners  for  execution  of  the  laid  a6ls  of  fettlement  to  the  an- 
cient eftate  of 'his  anceftors  in  the  lands  and  tenements  of  Ightennurramore, 
Ightermurrabegg,  Ballintoonduing,  Ringlafs,  Ballinenirnaugh,  and  other 
lands  in  the  baronry  of  Imokelly,  and  county  of  Cork;  after  which  refiitution, 
fuit  or  conteft  being  commenced  or  moved  by  Roger  late  Earl  of  Olfery,  who 
pretended  a title  to  the  laid  lands  under  tlielate  ufurped  powers;  and  whereas 
the  faid  Martin  Supple  not  being  able  to  withftand  the  power  of  the  faid  Earl, 
was  ncceffitated  to  purchafe  his  peace  and  quiet,  by  conveying  or  exchanging 
his  faid  ancient  eftate  unto  the  faid  earl,  and  to  accept  for  the  fame  the  lands 
of  Drommodimore,  Drommadibegg,  Parnahelly,  Boughallane  in  the  faid  ba- 
rony and  county,  which  lands  were  held  by  the  faid  Earl,  under  the  titles  of 
tlie  faid  a6fs  of  fettlement  and  explanation,  or  one  of  them,  and  therefore  by 
this  prefent  a6l  are  reftorable  to  the  ancient  proprietors  thereof : Be  it  therefore 
ena6fed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  conveyances  and  aflurances  made 
by  the  faid  IMartin  Supple  to  the  faid  Earl  of  the  faid  ancient  eftate,  or  of  any  part 
thereof,  be  and  are  hereby  annulled  and  made  void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
whatfoever : And  that  the  faid  Martin  Supple  be  and  is  hereby  reftored  to  the 
faid  ancient  eftate,  and  fliall  and  may  hold  and  enjoy  the  fame,  according  to 
fuch  eftate  and  title  as  he  had  therein  before  the  faid  conveyance  and  exchange 
thereof,  made  fubject,  and  liable  to  all  remainders,  ufes,  trufts,  limitations, 
and  all  other  eftates,  charges  and  incumbrances,  as  the  faid  eftate  or  lands 
from  the  faid  IMartin  Supple  is  to  be  removed,  were  or  ought  to  have  been 
liable  unto,  any  thing  herein  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  Provided 
always  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  this  a6l,  or 
any  thing  therein  contained,  lhall  not  be  conftrued  or  adjudged  to  veft  in 
your  majefty,  or  to  bar  any  remainder  or  remainders  limited  to  Colonel 
Richard  Butler,  or  to  any  of  his  fons,  upon  the  refpe6tive  particular  eftates 
limited  to  James  Duke  of  Ormond  and  his  brother,  in  and  of  the  ancient 
eftate,  which  on  the  21  ft  day  of  Odober,  ift-ll,  did  rightfully  belong  unto 
James  late  Duke  of  Ormond  deceafed,  or  the  lady  Dutchefs  his  M'ife,  and  the 
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fame  to  be  fubje6t  to  all  incumbrances  Avherennto  the  fame  ought  to  be  liable, 
in  cafe  this  a6l  were  never  made.  Provided  always,  that  the  remainder  fo  li- 
mited to  the  faid  Colonel  Richard  Butler  and  his  fons,  be  fuch  as  is  not,  or 
Avas  not  in  the  power  of  the  faid  James  noAv  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  of  his  faid 
brother,  or  of  either  of  them  to  bar.  And  be  it  further ena6ted  by  theauthority 
aforefaid,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
a6l,  that  all  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  ufes,  trufts,  potfelfion,  rever- 
lion  or  remainder,  chattel  real,  and  all  and  every  other  eftate,  either  in  law  or 
equity,  of  what  nature  or  kind  foever  Avithin  this  kingdom,  Avhich  on  the  faid 
firft  day  of  Auguft,  1688,  or  at  any  time  fmce,  did  belong  or  appertain  to  the 
fociety,  goA'ernors  and  afliflants,  of  the  neAV  London,  plantation  of  Ulfter  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  or  to  any  other  body  politick  or  corporate,  deriA^ed 
unto  them,  or  compofed  or.  confifting  of  any  the  citizens  of  London,  by  what- 
foever  name  or  names  the  fame,  or  any  of  them  are  called,  be  and  are  hereby 
veiled  in  your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fucceffors,  as  from  the  firft  day  of  Auguft 
1688,  and  to  be  part  of  the  ftock  of  reprizals  herein  before  mentioned,  faving 
ahvays  the  right,  title,  eftate  and  intereft  of  the  corporation  of  the  mayor, 
commons  and  citizens  of  London-Derry  and  Colerain.  And  whereas  feveral 
waft  plots  of  ground  Avithin  feveral  cities,  toAvms  and  burroughs,  or  the  fuburbs 
thereof  within  this  kingdom,  at  the  publick  charges  of  the  fev’eral  free-holders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  and  refpedtiA’e  counties,  cities,  tOAvns  and  bo- 
roughs, have  been  purchafed  from  the  then  proprietors,  or  reputed  proprietors 
thereof,  and  great  fums  of  money  laid  out  and  expended  by  them  in  building 
of  fefiion-houfes,  goals,  houfes  of  corredtion,  and  other  publick  conveniences 
thereunto  belonging,  upon  the  faid  Avaft  plots  of  ground,  for  the  publick  good 
and  advantage  of  this  kingdom ; And  Avhereas  the  faid  Avaft  plots  of  ground, 
or  fome  of  them  fo  purchafed  and  improved  upon,  may  by  this  prefent  a6t, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  this  commonAvealth,  be  reftored  unto  the  old  pro- 
prietors thereof,  if  not  by  fome  fpecial  claufe  or  provifo  prevented : Be  it 
therefore  enadted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  and  it  is  hereby  enadled,  that  all 
the  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  fo  purchafed,  as  aforefaid,  and  Avhere- 
upon  any  feflion  houfes,  goals,  houfes  of  corredlion  are  built,  fliall  be  and  are 
hereby  A'efted  in  your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  the  ufe  herein  after 
expreffed ; and  that  the  feveral  and  refpedtive  old  proprietors  of  the  faid  Avaft 
plots  of  ground,  fhall  by  the  commiffioners  for  execution  of  this  adl  be  forth- 
with repiized  for  the  fame  out  of  fome  of  the  forfeited  lands,  A^efted  in  your 
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majefty,  your  heirs  and  fiicceffors  by  vertue  of  this  a6l,  of  equal  value,  worth 
and  purchafe  with  the  faid  waft  plots  of  ground,  before  any  buildings  or  im- 
provements made  thereupon,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  faid  lands  to  be  fet  out 
in  reprizals,  and  them  and  every  of  them,  their  heirs  and  aftigns,  at  or  under 
the  fame,  or  like  tenures,  rents  and  fervices,  as  all  purchafers  are  to  hold  by 
this  a6l,  the  reprizals  fet  out  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  any  thing  in  this  prefent 
act,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwith- 
ftanding.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  fuch  of  the  waft 
plots  fo  built  upon,  as  did  not  formerly  belong  unto,  and  were  the  confecrated 
ground  or  fite  circuit  and  ambits  of  any  monaftary,  abby,  or  other  religious 
houfe,  ftiall  be  and  remain  vefted  in  your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
to  the  faid  publick  ufes  for  which  the  fame  were  fo  purchafed  and  built  upon : 
And  as  to  all  fuch  of  the  faid  waft  plots  fo  built  upon  as  did  formerly  belong 
to,  and  was  the  confecrated  ground  or  fite,  circuit  and  ambits  of  any  monaf- 
tary, abby,  or  other  religious  houfe,  the  fame  ftiall  be  and  remain  vefted  in 
your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  to  be  difpofed  of  to  fuch  pious  or  cha- 
ritable ufes,  as  your  majefty,  your  heirs  and  fuccelfors  ftiall  think  fit:  And 
whereas  fome  meriting  perfons,  \rho  are  to  lofe  confiderable  eftates  by  this  aft, 
might  by  the  foregoing  rules  be  entituled  to  fmall  or  no  reprizals,  but  by  their 
eminent  fervices  may  in  a fpecial  manner  merit  your  majefties  grace  and  fa- 
vour: Be  it,  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  your  majefty  may  in  fuch 
fpecial  cafes  fet  forth  and  grant  reprizals  to  fuch  meriting  perfons,  as  by  your 
majefties  letters,  under  your  majefties  privy  fignet  or  fign  manual,  order  the 
commiflioners  for  executing  this  aft  to  fet  forth  reprizals  for  them;  and 
likewife,  if  your  majefty  ftiall  fo  think  fit,  to  appoint  and  afeertain  where  and 
what  lands  ftiall  be  fet  out  to  them. 
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An  AB  for  the  Advance  and  Improvement  of  Trade,  and  for  Encouragement 
and  Incrcafe  of  Shipping,  and  Navigation.  { Page  190) 

WHEREAS  this  kingdom  of  Ireland,  for  its  good  fcituatioii,  commodious 
harbours,  and  great  quantity  of  goods,  the  growth,  produft,  and  manufaftury 
thereof,  is,  and  ftandeth  very  fit  and  convenient  for  trade  and  commerce  with 
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niort  nations,  kingdoms  and  plantations;  and  feveral  laws,  ftatutes  and  ordi- 
nances, having  heretofore  been  made,  and  enabled  from  time  to  time,  prohi- 
biting and  difabling  the  king’s  fubjefts  of  this  realm,  to  export,  or  carry  out 
of  this  kingdom,  unto  any  other  the  king’s  iflands,  plantations,  or  colonies,  in 
Ada,  Africa,  or  America,  feveral  of  the  goods,  Avarcs,  merciiandizes,  and 
commodities  of  this  nation;  or  to  import  into  this  kingdom,  the  goods  or 
merchandizes  of  the  faid  plantations,  colonies  and  iflands,  without  landing  or 
difeharging  in  England,  Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  under 
great  penalties  and  forfeitures,  not  only  to  the  decay  of  the  king’s  revenue, 
but  allb  to  the  very  great  prejudice  and  difadvantage  of  all  the  inhabitants  in 
this  kingdom,  as  well  fubjeCts  as  flrangers ; and  which  hath  in  a high  meafure 
contributed  to  impoverilh  this  kingdom,  and  difeouraged  feveral  merchants, 
traders,  and  artilicers,  to  come  from  abroad,  and  dwell,  and  trade  here:  And 
whereas,  the  encreafe  of  fliipping,  and  the  encouragement  of  navigation,  under 
the  good  providence  of  God,  and  the  careful  protedion  of  his  facred  majefty, 
are  the  beft  and  fittefl;  means  and  foundations,  whereon  the  wealth,  fafety  and 
I'trength  of  this  ifland  and  kingdom,  may  be  built  and  eftablifhed.  Be  it 
therefore  ena6led,  by  the  king’s  moft  excellent  majefty,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  par- 
liament alfembled;  and  by  the  authorit}’  of  the  fame,  that  it  fliall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  his  majefties  fubjedts  of  this  realm  of  Ireland,  and  to  and 
for  every  other  perfon  and  perfons,  of  what  nation  foever,  refiding  and  inha- 
biting here,  during  the  time  of  fuch  refidence,  freely  to  trade  into,  and  from 
all  and  every  his  majefties  plantations,  colonies  and  iflands,  in  Afla,  Africa, 
and  America,  and  to  export  from  this  kingdom,  and  carry  unto  all  and  every 
the  faid  plantations,  colonies,  and  iflands,  and  there  fell,  difpofe  of,  and  barter 
all  forts  of  goods,  wares,  merchandizes  and  commodities,  as  well  of  the  growth 
produ6t,  or  manufadury  of  this  kingdom,  as  of  any  other  part  of  Europe, 
commonly  callkl  European  goods,  and  import,  and  bring  into  this  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  all  forts  of  goods,  wares,  merchandizes,  and  commodities  of  the 
growth,  produ6t,  or  manufadlury,  of  all  or  any  the  faid  iflands,  colonies  and 
plantations,  without  being  oblidged  to  land  or  unload  in  England,  Wales,  or 
the  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  or  entring  all  or  any  fuch  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandizes  there;  but  as  herein  after  is  exprefled,  and  without  being 
oblidged  upon  fliipping,  or  taking  on  board,  in  the  faid  plantations,  colonies, 
or  iflands,  the  faid  commodities,  to  enter  into  any  bond,  to  bring  the  faid 
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goods  into  England,  Wales,  or  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  to  unload 
and  put  the  fame  on  tlioar,  any  a6t,  ftatute,  ordinance,  law,  fentence,  or  judg- 
ment, at  any  time  heretofore  made,  given,  or  in  force,  to  the  contrary  not- 
withflancling:  Provided  always,  that  the  mafter  or  owner  of  all  and  every  fuch 
fhip  and  fhips,  veffel  or  veifels,  fo  trading,  from  this  kingdom,  unto  all  or  any 
the  faid  iflands,  colonies,  or  plantations,  his  or  their  agent  or  factors  fhall,  and 
do  before  fuch  fliip  or  iliips,  veffel  or  veffels,  fail  from  any  part  of  this  king- 
dom, towards  the  faid  iflands,  colonies,  or  plantations  perfe6t,  and  enter  into 
a bond,  with  one  fufficient  fecurity,  to  the  ufe  of  the  king,  and  to  be  perfected 
to  the  colledlor,  or  chief  cuftom-houfe  officer  of  fuch  port  or  place,  whence 
fuch  fliip  or  veffel  is  to  fail,  in  fuch  a reafonable  fum,  as  fuch  collector,  or 
cuftom-houfe  officer,  fhall  require,  regard  being  had  to  the  value  of  fuch 
cargoe,  as  the  faid  fhip  or  veffel  fhall  export,  with  condition  to  bring  ihe 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  which  fuch  fliip  or  veffel  fhall  take  in,  at  all 
or  any  the  faid  plantations,  colonies,  or  iflands,  into  England,  Ireland,  Wales, 
or  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  to  no  other  place,  and  there  to  aboad 
and  put  the  fame  on  flioar,  the  danger  of  the  feas  only  excepted:  Be  it  like- 
wife  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  goods  and  merchandizes 
w’hatfoever,  which  fhall  be  carryed,  conveyed,  or  exported  out  of  this  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  to  the  faid  iflands,  colonies,  and  plantations,  fhall  be  lyable^ 
and  pay  to  the  king’s  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  in  the  faid  iflands,  plan- 
tations and  colonies,  the  fame  or  fo  much  cuftoms,  excife,  or  other  duties, 
as  the  like  goods  or  merchandizes  being  exported  out  of  England,  into  all,  or 
any  the  faid  plantations,  colonies,  or  iflands,  and  all  goods  or  merchandizes 
inqjorted  into  this  kingdom,  out  of  all  or  any  the  faid  iflands,  colonies  and 
plantations,  (tobacco  and  fugar  only  excepted)  fhall  pay  in  this  kingdom  to 
the  ufe  of  the  king’s  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  the  fame  or  like  duties, 
cuftom  and  excife,  and  no  more  or  other,  and  in  fuch  manner,  and  at  fuch 
time,  and  fubjedt  to  fuch  penalties  and  forfeitures,  for  non-entry,  undue-entry, 
or  non-payment  of  duties,  as  in  the  like  adts  of  parliament  made  in  this  king- 
dom, in  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  Charles 
the  Second;  the  one,  entituled,  “ An  a6l  for  fettling  the  fubfidy  or  poundage, 
“ and  granting  of  fubfidy  of  tunnage,  and  other  fums  of  money  unto  his 
“ royal  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors;  the  fame  to  be  paid  upon  merchaii- 
“ dize,  imported  and  exported  into,  or  out  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
“ according  to  a book  of  rates  hereunto  annexed;”  and  the  other,  intituled, 
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“ An  aft  for  the  fettling  of  the  excife,  or  new  im-poft,  upon  his  majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  according  to  the  book  of  rates  therein  inferted,  and  as 
‘‘  in  the  faid  book  of  rates,  and  as  in  the  rules,  orders  and  directions,  to  the 
‘‘  faid  afts  and  books  of  rates  annexed,  are  contained  and  fpecified;”  And 
whereas,  the  duties,  and  cuftom,  and  excife  on  tobacco,  of  the  king’s  majefties 
plantations,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  amount  to  no  more,  according  to 
the  faid  two  late  afts  of  parliament  in  this  kingdom,  and  books  of  rates  to 
them  annexed,  but  to  two  pence  per  pound,  which  is  too  fmall  a duty.  Be  it 
therefore  enafted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  tobacco  of  the  growth, 
or  produft  of  all  or  any  his  majefties  new  plantations  or  illands,  or  any  plan- 
tations belonging  to  his  moft  chriftian  inajefty,  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
out  of  all  or  any  the  faid  plantations  and  illands,  lliall  from  and  after  the 
eighteenth  day  of  July,  lOSQ,  be  charged,  and  lyable  to  pay  unto  his  majefty, 
his  heirs,  and  fuccelfors,  the  fum  of  five  pence  fterling  for  each  pound,  cuftom, 
and  excife,  (that  is  to  fay)  two  pence  for  each  pound  cufiom,  and  three  pence  _ 
for  each  pound  excife,  and  no  more,  provided  alwa^’s,  that  Spanilh  and  Brazill 
tobacco  lhall  pay  the  fame  duty  of  cuftom,  and  excife,  as  formerly  ; and  that 
likewife,  tobacco  of  that  growth  or  produft  of  the  king’s  plantation,  or  any  of 
the  foreign  plantations  belonging  to  his  moft  ehriftian  majefty,  imported  into 
this  kingdom  out  of  England,  or  any  other  part  of  Europe  at  any  time,  from 
or  after  the  eighteenth  daj^  of  July,  iSSQ,  lhall  pay  and  fatisty  unto  the  king’s 
majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflburs,  the  fum  of  two  pence,  fterling,  cuftom,  for, 
and  out  of  each,  and  every  pound,  and  the  fum  of  two-pence  halfpenny,  fterl- 
ing, excife  for  and  out  of  each  pound,  and  no  more.  And,  that  fugars,  indicoe, 
log-wood,  imported  into  this  kingdom  out  of  England,  lhall  pay  and  fatisfy 
unto  the  kings  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccelfours,  (viz.)  white  fugar  coming 
from  England,  ten  Ihillings  cuftom,  and  ten  Ihillings  excife,  for  every  hundred 
weight,  and  no  more;  brown  fugar,  the  fum  of  two  fiiillings,  fix-pence,  fieri, 
cuftom,  and  the  like  fum  of  two  fiiillings  fix^pence  fterling  excife  for  each 
hundred  iveight,  and  no  more;  indicoe,  the  fum  of  two  pence  per  pound 
excife,  and  two  pence  cuftom  for  each  pound,  and  no  more;  And  log-wood, 
five  Ihillings,  fterling,  excife,  and  five  fiiillings,  fterling,  cuftom,  for  each  hun- 
dred weight,  and  no  more;  The  faid  duties,  cuftoms,  and  excife  to  be  paid  in 
fuch  manner,  and  under  fuch  pains  and  forfeitures,  and  with  fuch  alloivances, 
as  in  the  aforefaid  two  afts  and  books  of  rates,  orders,  and  direftions  are  ex- 
prclfcd  and  contained.  And  for  the  further  encouragement  and  advance  of 
the  faid  plantation  trade,  and  for  maintaining  a_  greater,  and  more  firm  corre- 
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fpondence  and  kindnefs  between  the  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  plant- 
ers, and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  plantations  and  iflands;  Be  it  enaded,  Ijy  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  whatfoever  goods  or  commodities  of  the  growth, 
product,  or  manufadury  of  the  faid  illands  or  plantations,  fliall  be  at  any 
time  hereafter  unloaded,  or  landed,  in  any  part  of  this  kingdom,  and  tliall 
pay  or  fecure  to  be  paid,  the  cuftom,  duties,  and  excife  on  the  faid  goods,  due 
and  payable,  that  at  any  time  hereafter,  within  the  fpace  of  one  whole  year, 
to  commence  from  the  day  of  fuch  landing,  it  iliall,  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  merchant,  owner  or  proprietor  of  fuch  goods  and  commodities,  his  or 
their  agents  or  fadors,  to  export  and  carry  out  of  this  kingdom  into  any  other 
nation,  dominion  or  country,  fuch  and  fo  much  of  the  faid  goods  and  com- 
modities fo  landed,  as  he  or  they  diall  think  fit ; and  that  upon  fuch  expor- 
tation the  whole  excife  of  fuch  goods,  which  was  before  paid,  or  fecured  to  be 
paid  for  the  fame,  and  one  half  of  the  cuftom  of  the  faid  goods  before  paid  or 
fecured  to  be  paid,  ftiall  be  re-paid  or  allow’d  to  fuch  merchant,  owner,  pro- 
prietor, his  or  their  fadors  or  agents  fo  exporting,  and  that  within  twenty  daj's 
next  and  immediately  enfuing  the  date  and  time  of  fuch  exportation,  tobacco 
only  excepted.  And  for  the  more  encouragement  of  building  good  and  fer- 
viceable  fhips,  be  it  enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  any  perfon  or 
perfons  who  fhall  within  the  fpace  of  ten  years  to  commence  the  24th  of  June, 
1689,  build,  or  caufe  to  be  built  within  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  any  ftiip  or 
veflel  above  twenty-five  tun,  and  under  one  hundred  tun  burthen,  fiiall  and 
may  for  the  firft  three  voyages  any  fuch  fiiip  or  veflel  fliall  make  out  of  this 
kingdom,  upon  the  faid  fliips  or  veflels  return  from  fuch  voyage  back  into  this 
kingdom,  have,  receive,  or  be  allowed  to  his  and  their  owm  proper  ufe  one 
eighth  part  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms  and  excife  which  fliall  be  due  or  payable 
to  the  king,  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  for  and  out  of  all  the  goods  and  commo- 
dities fo  imported  in  fuch  fliip  or  veflel  upon  the  faid  three  firft  returns,  which 
fuch  fliip  or  veflel  fliall  make  into  this  kingdom.  And  likewife,  that  any  per- 
fon or  perfons,  who  fliall  within  the  faid  fpace  of  ten  years  commencing,  as 
aforefaid,  build  or  caufe  to  be  built  in  this  kingdom  any  fliip  or  veflel  exceed- 
ing in  burthen  100  ton,  fliall  for  the  firft  four  voyages  fuch  fliip  or  veflel  fliall 
make  out  of  this  kingdom,  and  upon  the  faid  fliip  or  veflels  return  from  the 
faid  voyages  back  to  this  kingdom,  have  and  receive  to  his  and  their  own  pro- 
per ufe  one  eighth  part  of  the  duties  of  cuftom  and  excife,  which  fliall  be  due 
or  payable  to  the  king,  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  for  or  out  of  the  goods  and 
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commodities  fo  imported  into  fuch  diip  or  veflel  upon  the  four  firfl;  returns 
fnch  fliip  or  velTel  lliall  make  out  of  this  kingdom.  And  to  the  end  that 
mafiers  of  ihips^,  fea-men,  mariners,  Ihip-wriglits,  carpenters,- rope-makers  and 
block-makers  may  be  encouraged  and  invited  to  come  and  dwell  in  this  king- 
dom, and  that  thereby  navigation  may  improve  and  increafe,  be  it  furtlier 
ena6ted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  and  every  mailers  of  Ihips,  and 
diip-wrights,  Ihip-carpenters,  fea-men,  mariners,  rope-makers,  and  block- 
makers,  who  are  at  prefent  rcfiding  within  this  kingdom,  or  who  diall  or  do 
at  any  time  from  henceforth  come  and  relide  in  this  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
diall  purfue  and  follow  his  trade  or  calling,  diall  and  may  for  the  time  and 
fpace  of  ten  years  after  his  or  their  fo  coming  into  this  kingdom,  be  freed,  ex- 
empted and  difeharged  of,  and  from  all  forts  of  taxes,  and  cedes,  watch,  M'ard, 
and  quartering  of  foldiers  and  officers  in  and  throughout  this  kingdom  : And 
diall  likewife  have  and  be  allowed  his  and  their  freedom  gratis  in  any  town, 
city,  fea-port,  corporation  or  borough,  where  he  or  they  diall  pleafe  to  refide, 
and  purfue  his  or  their  calling  or  trade.  And  be  it  further  enadied  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  in  the  refpe6live  cities  and  tonms  of  Dublin,  Belfad, 
Waterford,  Cork,  Lymerick  and  Galloway  there  diall  be  eftablilhed,  ere6led 
and  fetled,  before  the  firft  day  of  December,  iQSQ,  in  each  of  the  faid  towns 
and  cities,  and  fo  continued  for  ever  hereafter,  a free  fchool  for  teaching  and 
inftru6ling  the  mathematicks,  and  the  art  of  navigation  ; in  every  of  which 
fchools  there  diall  be  placed  and  continued  one  or  more  able  and  fufficient 
mafter  or  mafters  for  teaching  and  inftrudling  the  faid  arts:  And  that  every 
of  the  faid  towns  and  cities  diall  out  of  the  publick  revenue  and  dock  to  them 
belonging,  or  otherwife,  fettle  and  fecure  a reafonable  penfion  and  ftipend  for 
fuch  mader  or  maders,  to  be  paid  them  quarterly  during  his  and  their  conti- 
nuance in  fuch  employment  or  employments : Provided  ahvays,  and  be  it 
further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  faid  duties  of  cudom  and 
excife  of  tobacco  of  the  growth  or  product  of  his  majedies  plantation,  diall 
be  and  continue  payable  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  during  the 
time,  and  fo  long  as  the  now  duties  in  England  of  cudom  and  excife  on 
tobacco,  amounting  to  dve-pence  per  pound,  diall  and  do  continue,  and  fo 
long  as  tins  kingdom  of  Ireland  diall  have  a free  and  open  trade  to  and  from 
the  king's  faid  foreign  plantations,  and  no  longer;  and  whenfoever  the  faid 
duties  of  dve  pence  per  pound  cudom  and  excife  diall  ceafe  and  determine  in 
England,  that  then  the  duties  of  cudom  and  excife,  payable  for  tobacco  im- 
ported 
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ported  in  this  kingdom  before  the  making  of  this  act,  diall  remain,  and  be 
payable  for  ever  thereafter  to  his  majelly,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  and  no  more 
or  other,  and  this  prefent  duty  to  ceafe  and  determine.  Provided  likewife, 
that  it  diall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  and  every  perfon  and  peidbns  fo 
importing  tobacco  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  export  and 
carry  out  of  this  kingdom  into  any  other  nation  or  kingdom  all  or  any  part 
of  the  faid  tobacco  imported,  and  that  upon  fuch  exportation  out  of  this  king- 
dom, the  whole  duty  of  excife  of  the  faid  tobacco,  and  three  half  pence  per 
pound  of  the  cuftom  lhall  be  allowed  and  re-paid  the  merchant,  owner  or  pro- 
prietor, his  or  their  agents  or  fa6lors  fo  exporting  the  faid  tobacco:  fo  that 
there  tliall  be  and  remain  to  his  inajefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  but  one  half 
penny  per  pound  cuftom  for  the  faid  tobacco  fo  exported. 


No.  XLIX. 

Tfie  Civil  and  Military  A^'ticles  of  Lime,ricli,  exaBly  printed  from  the  Letters 
Patents,  wherein  they  are  ratified  and  exemplified  by  their  Majejties,  under 
the  Great  Seel  of  England. 

GULIELMUS  et  Maria  Dei  gratia,  Anglias,  Scotise,  Francias,  et  Hibcr- 
nia3,  rex  et  regina,  fidei  defenfores,  &c.  omnibus  ad  quos  prasfentes  literal 
noftrae  pervenerint  falutem:  infpeximus  irrotulament. 

Quarumd.  literaruin  patentium  de  confirinatione,  gercn.  dat.  apud  Welt- 
monfteriuin  vicefimo  quarto  die  Februau,  ultimi  praeteriti  in  canccllar.  noftr. 
iirotulat.  ac  ibidem  de  recordo  remanen.  in  liaec  verba.  \Filliam  and  INIary  by 
the  grace  of  God,  &c.  To  all  to  whom  tliefe  prefents  fliall  come  greeting. 
Whereas  certain  articles,  bearing  date  the  third  day  of  OdlobciTaft  part,  made 
and  agreed  on  between  our  juftices  of  our  kingdom  of  Irelainl,  and  our 
general  of  our  forces  there  on  the  one  part;  and  fcveral  oflicers  there  com- 
manding within  the  city  of  Limerick  in  our  faid  kingdom,  on  the  other  part. 
■Whereby  our  faid  juftices  and  general  did  undertake  that  we  diould  ratify 
thofe  articles,  within  tire  fj)acc  of  eight  months,  orfooner,  and  ufe  their  utmofi 
endeavours  that  the  fame  rtiould  be  ratified  and  confirmed  in  parliament. 

The  tenour  of  which  faid  articles  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Articles  agieed  upon  the  third  of  October,  one  thoufand  fix  lumdred  and 
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ninety-one,  between  the  llight  Honourable  Sir  Charles  Porter,  knight,  and 
Thomas  Conningiby,  Elq.  Lords  Juftices  of  Ireland;  and  his  excellency  the 
Baron  de  Ginckle,  Lieutenant  General,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Englifli  army,  on  the  one  part. 

And  the  Right  Honourable  Patrick  Earl  of  Lucan,  Piercy  Vifeount  Gallmoy, 
Colonel  Nicholas  Purcel,  Colonel  Nicholas  Cufack,  Sir  Toby  Butler, 
Colonel  Garret  Dillon,  and  Colonel  John  Brov/n,  on  the  other  part; 

In  behalf  of  the  Irifli  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  county  of  Limerick,  the 
counties  of  Clare,  Kerry,  Cork,  Sligo,  and  Mayo. 

In  confideration  of  the  furrender  of  the  city  of  Limerick,,  and  other  agree- 
ments made  between  the  faid  Lieutenant  General  Ginckle,  the  Governour 
of  the  city  of  Limerick,  and  the  Generals  of  the  Irilli  army,  bearing  date 
with  thefe  prefents,  for  the  furrender  of  the  faid  city,  and  fubmiffion  of  the 
faid  army ; it  is  agreed,  that 

1.  The  Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom  fliall  enjoy  fuch  privileges  in  the 
exercife  of  their  religion,  as  are  confident  with  the  laws  of  Ireland;  or  as  they 
did  enjoy  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second ; and  their  majefties,  as  foon 
as  their  affairs  will  permit  them  to  fummon  a parliament  in  this  kingdom,  will 
endeavour  to  procure  the  faid  Roman  Catholicks  fuch  further  fecurity  in  that 
particular,  as  may  preferve  them  from  any  difturbance  upon  the  account  of 
their  faid  religion. 

2.  All  the  inhabitants  or  refidents  of  Limerick  or  any  other  garrifon  now  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  Irilh,  and  all  officers  and  foldiers,  now  in  arms,  under  any 
commiffion  of  King  James,  or  thofe  authorized  by  him,  to  grant  the  fame  in 
the  feveral  counties  of  Limerick,  Clare,  Kerry,  Cork,  and  IMayo,  or  any  of 
them;  and  all  the  commiffioned  officers  in  their  majefty’s  quarters,  that  belong' 
to  the  Iriffi  regiments,  now  in  being,  that  are  treated  with,  and  who  are  not 
prifoners  of  war,  or  have  taken  protedlion,  and  who  ffiall  return  and  fnbmit  to 
their  majefties  obedience;  and  they  and  every  of  them,  diall  hold,  polTefs,  and- 
enjoy,  all  and  every  their  eftates  of  freehold  and  inheritance,  and  all  the  rights, 
titles,  and  interefts,  privileges  and  immunities,  which  they,  and  every  or  any 
of  them  held,  enjoyed,  or  were  rightfully  and  lawfully  intitled  to  in  the  reign 
of  King  Charles  the  Second,  or  at  any  time  fmee,  by  the  laws  and  hatutes  that 
were  in  force  in  the  faid  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  ffiall  be  put 
in  poffeffion,  by  order  of  the  government  of  fuch  of  them,  as  are  in  the  king's 
hands,  or  the  hands  of  his  tenants,  without  being  put  to  any  fuit  or  trouble 
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tlierein;  and  all  fuch  eftates  fliall  be  freed  and  difcharged  from  all  arrears  of 
crown-rents,  quit-rents,  and  other  public  charges,  incurred  and  become  due 
fince  IMichaelmas,  ]688,  to  the  day  of  the  date  thereof.  And  all  perfons  com- 
prehended in  this  article,  fliall  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  all  their  goods  and  chat- 
tels, real  and  perfonal,  to  them  or  any  of  them,  belonging,  and  remaining 
either  in  their  own  hands,  or  the  hands  of  any  perfons  whatfoever,  in  truftfor, 
or  for  the  ufe  of  them,  or  any  of  them;  and  all,  and  every  the  faid  perfons,  of 
what  profeffion,  trade  or  calling  foever  they  be,  fhall  and  may  ufe,  exercife, 
and  pra6life  their  feveral  and  refpe^tive  profeffions,  trades,  and  callings,  as 
freely  as  they  did  ufe,  exercife,  and  enjoy  the  fame  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  provided  that  nothing  in  this  article  contained  be  conftrued  to 
extend  to,  or  reftore  any  forfeiting  perfon  now  out  of  the  kingdom,  except 
what  are  hereafter  comprifed  : Provided  alfo  that  no  perfon  whatfoe'\  er  lliall 
har  e or  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  article  that  fliall  negledt  or  refufe  to  take  thg 
oath  of  allegiance  made  by  acl  of  parliament  of  England,  in  the  firft  year  o' 
the  reign  of  their  prefent  majefties,  when  thereunto  required. 

3.  All  merchants,  or  reputed  merchants  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  or  of  any 
other  garrifon  now  polTeffed  by  the  Irifh  or  of  any  town  or  place  in  the  coun- 
ties  of  Clare  or  Kerry,  who  are  abfent  beyond  the  fcas,  that  have  not  bort 
arms  fmce  their  majefties  declaration  in  February,  1688,  fliall  have  the  benefit 
of  the  fecond  article,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they  were  prefent ; provided 
fuch  merchants,  and  reputed  merchants,  do  repair  into  this  kingdom  within 
the  fpace  of  eight  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

. 4.  The  following  officers,  viz.  Colonel  Simon  Lutteral,  Captain  Rowland 
White,  Maurice  Euftace  of  Yermanftown,  Chievers  of  Mayftown,  commonly 
called  iMount  Leiiifter,  now  belonging  to  the  regiments  in  the  aforefaid  garri- 
fons  and  ({uarters  of  the  Irifh  army,  who  were  beyond  the  feas,  and  fent  thither 
upon  affairs  of  their  refpe6five  regiments,  or  the  army  in  general,  fliall  have 
the  benefit  and  adv^antage  of  the  fecond  article,  provided  they  return  hither 
within  the  fpace  of  eight  months  from  the  date  of  thefe  prefents,  and  fubmit 
to  their  majefties  government,  and  take  the  above-mentioned  oath. 

5.  That  all  and  fmgular  the  faid  perfons  comprifed  in  the  fecond  and  third 
article,  fliall  have  a general  pardon  of  all  attainders,  outlawries,  treafons,  niif- 
juifions  of  treafon,  prcmunircs,  felonies,  trcfpaffcs,  and  other  crimes  and  mifdc- 
meanors  whatfoever,  by  them  or  any  of  them,  committed  fince  the  beginning 
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of  the  reig-fi  of  King  James  the  Second,  and  if  any  of  them  are  attainted  by  par- 
liament, the  lords  juftices,  and  general,  will  ufe  their  heft  endeavours  to  get 
the  fame  repealed  by  parliament,  and  the  outlawries  to  be  reverfed  gratis,  all 
but  writing-clerks  fees. 

6.  And  v hereas  thefe  prefent  wars  have  drawn  on  great  violences  on  both 
parts;  and  that  if  leave  were  given  to  the  bringing  all  forts  of  private  adtions, 
the  animofities  would  probably  continue,  that  have  been  too  long  on  foot, 
and  the  pnblic  difturbances  laft;  for  the  quieting  and  fettling  therefore  of  this 
kingdom,  and  avoiding  thofe  inconveniences  which  would  be  the  neceffary 
confcqucnce  of  the  contrary,  no  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  comprifed  in 
the  foregoing  articles,  tliall  be  fued,  molefted,  or  impleaded  at  the  fuit  of  any 
party  or  parties  whatfoever,  for  any  trefpafl'es  by  them  committed,  or  for  any 
arms,  houfes,  money,  goods,  chattels,  merchandizes,  or  provifion  whatfoever, 
by  them  feized  or  taken  during  the  time  of  the  war.  And  no  perfon  or  per- 
fons Avhatfoever,  in  the  fecond  or  third  articles  comprifed,  diall  be  fued, 
impleaded,  or  made  accountable  for  the  rents  or  mean  rates  of  any  lands,  tene- 
ments or  houfes,  by  him  or  them  received,  or  enjoyed  in  this  kingdom,  fince 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war,  to  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  nor  for  any 
wafte  or  trefpafs  by  him  or  them  committed  in  any  fuch  lands,  tenements  or 
houfes : and  it  is  alfo  agreed,  that  this  article  fliall  be  mutual  and  reciprocal  on 
both  fides. 

7.  Every  nobleman  and  gentleman  comprifed  in  the  faid  fecond  and  third 
article,  fliall  have  liberty  to  rideAvdth  a fword  and  cafe  of  piftols,  if  they  think 
fit,  and  keep  a gun  in  their  houfes  for  the  defence  of  the  fame,  or  for  fowling. 

8.  The  inhabitants  and  refidents  in  the  city  of  Limerick,  and  other  garri- 
fons,  fhall  be  permitted  to  remove  their  goods,  chattels,  and  provifions,  out  of 
the  fame  without  being  viewed  and  fearched,  or  paying  any  manner  of  duties, » 
and  ihall  not  be  compelled  to  leave  the  houfes  or  lodgings  they  now  have, 
for  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  next  enfuing  the  date  hereof. 

9.  The  oath  to  be  adminiftered  to  fuch  Roman  Catholics  as  fubmit  to  their 
majefties  government,  fhall  be  the  oath  above  faid,  and  no  other. 

10.  No  perfon  or  perfons  who  fliall  at  any  time  hereafter  break  thefe  arti- 
cles, or  any  of  them,  fhall  thereby  make,  or  caufe  any  other  perlbn  or  perfons 
to  forfeit  or  lofe  the  benefit  of  the  fame. 

11.  The  lords  juftices  and  general  do  promife  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endea- 
wiurs,  that  all  the  perfons  comprehended  in  the  above  mentioned  articles, 
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fliall  be  prote6Iecl  and  defended  from  all  arrefts  and  executions  for  debt  or 
damage,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  months  next  enfuing  the  date  hereof 

12.  Laftly,  tlie  lords  jufhees  and  general  do  undertake,  that  their  majefties 
will  ratify  thefe  articles  within  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  or  fooner,  and  ufe 
their  utmoft  endeavours  that  the  fame  fliall  be  ratified  and  confirmed  in  par- 
liament. ' 

13.  And  whereas  Colonel  John  Brown  ftood  indebted  to  feveral  proteftants, 
by  judgments  of  record,  which  appearing  to  the  late  government,  the  Lord 
Tyrconnel,  and  Lord  Lucan,  took  away  the  effefts  the  faid  John  Brown  had 
to  anfwer  the  faid  debts;  and  promifed  to  clear  the  faid  John  Brown  of  the 
faid  debts : which  effedls  were  taken  for  the  public  iffe  of  the  Irifli,  and  their 
army:  for  freeing  the  faid  Lord  Lucan  of  his  faid  engagement,  paft  on  their 
public  account,  for  payment  of  the  faid  Proteftants,  and  for  preventing  the 
ruin  of  the  faid  John  Brown,  and  for  fatisfadtion  of  his  creditors,  at  the 
inftance  of  the  Lord  Lucan,  and  the  reft  of  the  perfons  aforefaid,  it  is  agreed? 
that  the  faid  lords  juftices,  and  the  faid  Baron  De  Ginckle  fliall  intercede  with 
the  king  and  parliament,  to  have  the  eftates  fecured  to  Koman  Catholicks, 
by  articles  and  capitulation  in  this  kingdom,  charged  with,  and  equally  liable 
to  the  payment  of  fo  much  of  the  faid  debts,  as  the  faid  Lord  Lucan  upon 
ftating  accounts  with  the  faid  John  Brown,  fliall  certify  under  his  hand,  that 
the  effects  taken  from  the  faid  John  Brown  amount  unto;  which  accompt  is 
to  be  ftated,  and  the  balance  certified  by  the  faid  Lord  Lucan  in  one  and 
twenty  days  after  the  date  hereof:  for  the  true  performance  hereof,  we  have 
hereunto  fet  our  hands. 

Prefent, — Scravemore,  Charles  Porter, 

’ H.  Maccay,  Tho.  Coningfby, 

T.  Talmafli,  Bar.  De  Ginckle. 

And  whereas  the  faid  city  of  Limerick  hath  been  fince,  in  purfuance  of  the 
faid  articles,  furrendered  unto  us.  Now  know  ye,  that  we  having  confidered 
of  the  faid  articles  are  gracioufly  pleafed  hereby  to  declare,  that  we  do  for  us, 
our  heirs,  and  fuccelfors,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  ratify  and  confirm  the  fame,  and 
every  claufe,  matter,  and  thing  therein  contained.  And  as  to  fuch  parts 
thereof,  for  which  an  a6l  of  parliament  fliall  be  found  to  be  neceflary,  avc  fliall 
recommend  the  fame  to  be  made  good  by  parliament,  and  lhall  give  our  royal 
aflent  to  any  bill  or  bills  that  fliall  be  palled  by  our  two  houfes  of  parliament 
to  that  purpofe.  And  whereas  it  appears  unto  us,  that  it  was  agreed  between 
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-theparties  to  the  laid  articles,  that  after  the  words  Limerick, Clare,  Kerry,  Cork, 
iNIayo,  or  any  of  them,  in  the  fecond  of  the  faid  articles,  the  words  following, 
A’iz.  And  all  fuch  as  “ are  under  their  prote6lion  in  the  faid  counties,”  lliould 
be  in  fel  ted,  and  be  part  of  the  faid  articles.  Which  words  having  been  cafu- 
ally  omitted  by  the  writer,  the  omiffion  was  not  difeovered  till  after  the  faid 
articles  were  figned,  but  was  taken  notice  of  before  the  fecond  town  was  fur- 
rendered:  and  that  our  faid  juftices  and  general,  or  one  of  them,  did  promife 
that  the  fiiid  claufe  fliould  be  made  good,  it  being  within  the  intention  of  the 
capitulation,  and  inferted  in  the  foul  draft  thereof.  Our  further  will  and  plea- 
lure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  ratify  and  confirm  the  faid  omitted  words,  viz. 
“ And  all  fuch  as  are  under  their  protedlion  in  the  faid  counties,”  hereby  for 
us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  ordaining  and  declaring,  that  all  and  every  per fon 
and  perfons  therein  concerned,  fliall  and  may  have,  receive,  and  enjoy  the 
benefit  thereof,  in  fuch  and  the  fame  manner,  as  if  the  faid  words  liad  been 
inferted  in  their  proper  place,  in  the  faid  fecond  article,  any  omiffion,  defedf, 
or  miflake  in  the  faid  fecond  article  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.  Provided 
always,  and  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  thefe  our  letters  patents  fliall  be  en- 
rolled in  our  Court  of  Chancery,  in  our  faid  kingdom  of  Ireland,  ^^'ithin  the 
fpace  of  one  3^ear  next  enfuing. 

In  M'itnefs,  &c.  Witnefs  Ourfelf  at  Weflminfler,  the  twentj’-fourth  day  of 
February,  anno  regni  regis  et  reginee  Guliehni  et  Mariee  quarto  per  breve 
de  priv'ato  figillo.  Nos  autem  tenorem  premiffor.  predict,  ad  requifitionem 
a.ttorn,at.  general,  domini  regis  & dominae  pro  regno  Hibernias  Duximus  exem- 
plificand.  per  prefentes.  In  cujus  rei  teflimonium  has.literas  noftras  fieri 
fccimus  patentes.  Teftibus  nobis,  ipfis  apud  Weftmon,  quinto  die  Aprilis, 
nnnoq.  regni  eorum  quarto. 

Bridges. 

S.  Keek  fin  Chancel. 

Lacon  Win.  Childe  fMagiftros. 

Tvlilitary  articles  agreed  upon  between  the  Baron  De  Ginckle,  Lieutenant 
General,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Englifh  army,  on  the  one  fide; 
And  the  Lieutenant  General  De  Ulfoon  and  De  Teffe,  Commanders  in  Chief 
of  the  Irifli  army  on  the  other;  and  the  General  Officers  hereunto  fub- 
feribing. 

].  That  all  perfons  without  an}"  exceptions,  of  what  quality  or  condition 
foever,  that  are  willing  to  leave  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  lliall  have  free  liberty 
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to  go  to  any  country  beyond  the  feas  (England  and  Scotland  excepted)  where 
they  think  fit,  with  their  families,  houfehold-ftuflf,  plate  and  jewels. 

2.  That  all  general  officers,  colonels,  and  generally  all  other  officers  of 
horfe,  dragoons,  and  foot  guards,  troopers,  dragooners,  foldiers  of  all  kinds 
that  are  in  any  garrifon,  place,  or  poft,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Irifii,  or  en- 
camped in  the  counties  of  Cork,  Clare,  and  Kerry,  as  alfo  thofe  called  rappa,- 
rees,  or  volunteers,  that  are  willing  to  go  beyond  feas  as  aforefaid,  ihall  have 
free  leave  to  embark  themfelves  wherever  the  fiiips  are  that  are  appointed  to 
tranfport  them,  and  to  come  in  whole  bodies  as  they  are  now  compofed,  or  in 
parties,  companies  or  otherwdfe,  without  having  any  impediment,  direftly  or 
indire6lly. 

3.  That  all  perfons  above  mentioned,  that  are  willing  to  leave  Ireland  and 
go  into  France,  Ihall  have  leave  to  declare  at  the  times  and  places  hereafter 
mentioned,  viz.  the  troops  in  Limerick,  on  Tuefday  next  in  Limerick;  the 
horfe  at  their  camp  on  Wednefday,  and  the  other  forces  that  are  difperfed  in 
the  counties  of  Clare,  Kerry,  and  Cork,  on  the  Sthinftant,  and  on  none  other, 
before  Monfieur  Taraeron  the  French  intendant,  and  Colonel  AVithers,  and 
after  fuch  declaration  is  made,  the  troops  that  will  go  into  France  muft  remain 
under  the  command  and  difcipline  of  thofe  officers  that  are  to  condudl  them 
thither,  and  defcrters  of  each  fide  Ihall  be  given  up,  and  punilhed  accordingly. 

4.  That  all  Englifli  and  Scotch  officers  that  ferve  nowin  Ireland,  fhallbe 
included  in  this  capitulation,  as  Avell  for  the  fecurity  of  their  eftates  and  goods 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  (if  they  are  willing  to  remain  here,)  as  for 
paffing  freely  into  France,  or  any  other  country  to  ferve. 

5.  That  all  the  general  French  officers,  the  intendant,  the  engineers,  the 
commilfaries  at  w’ar,  and  of  the  artillery,  the  treafurer,  and  other  French 
officers,  ftrangers,  and  all  others  whatfoever,  that  are  in  Sligo,  Rofs,  Clare,  or 
in  the  army,  or  that  do  trade  or  commerce,  or  are  otherwife  employed  in  any 
kind  of  ftation  or  condition,  fliall  have  free  leave  to  pafs  into  France  or  any 
otlier  country,  and  fiiall  have  leave  to  fliip  themfelves,  wdth  all  their  horfes, 
equipage,  plate,  papers,  and  all  their  effeds  whatever;  and  that  General 
Ginckle  will  order  palT’ports  for  them,  convoys,  and  carriages  by  land  and  water, 
to  carry  them  fafe  from  Limerick  to  the  fliips  wdiere  they  fiiall  be  embarked; 
w’ithout  paying  any  thing  for  the  faid  carriages,  or  to  thofe  that  are  employed 
therein,  witli  tlieir  horfes,  cars,  boats,  and  fiiallops. 

6.  That  if  any  of  the  aforefaid  equipages,  merchandize,  horfes,  money, 
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plate  or  other  moveables,  or  houfehold  ftufF belonging  to  thefaicl  Irihi  troops, 
or  to  the  French  othcers,  or  other  particular  perlbns  whatfoever,  be  robbed, 
defiroyed,  or  taken  away  by  the  troops  of  the  faid  general,  the  faid  general 
will  order  it  to  be  reftored,  or  payment  to  be  made  according  to  the  value  that 
is  given  in  upon  oath  by  the  perfon  fo  robbed  or  plundered;  and  the  faid  Irifli 
troops  to  be  tranfported  as  aforefaid;  and  all  other  perfons  belonging  to  them, 
are  to  obferx’e  good  order  in  their  march  and  quarters,  and  fhall  reftore  what- 
ever they  fliall  take  from  the  country,  or  make  refritution  for  the  fame. 

7.  That  to  facilitate  the  tranfporting  the  faid  troops,  tlie  general  will  fur- 
nhli  fifty  fliips,  each  fhip’s  burthen  two  hundred  tons;  for  which,  the  perfons 
to  be  tranfported  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  pay,  and  twenty  more,  if  there  fliall 
be  occafion,  without  their  paying  for  them;  and  if  any  of  the  faid  fliips  fliall 
be  of  lefler  burthen,  he  will  furnhh  more  in  number  to  countervail,  and  alfo 
give  two  men  of  war  to  embark  the  principal  officers,  and  ferve  for  a convoy 
to  the  veffels  of  burthen. 

8.  That  a comniilTary  fliall  be  immediately  fent  to  Cork  to  vifit  the  trans- 
port fliips,  and  what  condition  they  are  in  for  failing;  and  that  as  foon  as  they 
are  read}^  the  troops  to  be  tranfported  fliall  march  with  all  convenient  fpeed, 
the  neareft  way,  in  order  to  embark  there;  and  if  there  diall  be  any  more  men 
to  be  tranfported  than  can  be  carried  off  in  the  faid  fifty  fliips,  the  reft  fliall 
quit  the  Englifli  town  of  Limerick,  and  march  to  fuch  quarters  as  fhall  be 
appointed  for  them,  convenient  for  their  tranfportation,  where  they  fhall  re- 
main till  the  other  twenty  fliips  be  ready,  which  are  to  be  in  a month;  and 
may  embark  on  any  French  fhip  that  may  come  in  the  mean  time. 

9.  That  the  faid  fliips  fliall  be  furnifhed  with  forage  for  horfe,  and  all 
neceffary  provifions  to  fubfifl  the  officTis,  troops,  dragoons,  and  foldiers,  and 
all  other  perfons  that  are  fliipped  to  be  tranfported  into  France,  which  pro- 
vifions fhall  be  paid  for  as  foon  as  all  are  difembarked  at  Breflor  Nantz,  upon 
the  Coaft  of  Brittany,  or  any  other  part  of  France  they  can  make. 

10.  And  to  fecure  the  return  of  the  faid  ihips  (the  danger  of  the  feas  ex- 
cepted) and  payment  for  the  faid  provifions,  fufficient  hoftages  fliall  be  given. 

1 ] . That  the  garrifons  of  Clare  Caftle,  Kofs,  and  all  other  foot  that  are  in 
garrifons  in  the  counties  of  Clare,  Cork,  and  Kerry,  fhall  have  the  advantage 
of  this  prefent  capitulation,  and  fuch  part  of  thofe  garrifons  as  defign  to  go  be- 
yond the  feas,  fliall  march  out  with  their  arms,  baggage,  drums  beating,  ball  in 
mouth,  match  lighted  at  both  ends,  and  colours  flying,  with  all  the  provifions, 
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and  half  the  ammunition  that  is  in  the  faid  gan  ifons,  and  join  the  liorfe  tliat 
march  to  be  tranfported ; or  if  tlien  there  is  not  flipping  enough  for  the  body 
of  foot  that  is  to  be  next  tranfported  after  the  horfe,  General  Ginckle  will 
order  that  they  be  furniflied  with  carriages  for  that  purpofe,  and  what  pro- 
vifions  they  iliall  want  in  their  march,  they  paying  for  the  faid  provifions, 
or  elfe  that  they  may  take  it  out  of  their  own  magazines. 

12.  That  all  the  troops  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  that  are  in  the  counties  of 
Cork,  and  Clare,  fliall  alfo  have  the  benefit  of  this  capitulation;  and  thatfuch 
as  will  pafs  into  France,  fiiall  have  quarters  given  them  in  the  counties  of 
Clare  and  Kerry,  apart  from  the  troops  that  are  commanded  by  General 
Ginckle,  until  they  can  be  Ihipped;  and  within  their  quarters  they  fliall  pay 
for  every  thing,  except  forage  and  pafture  for  their  horfes,  which  fliall  be  fur- 
niflied gratis. 

13.  Thofe  of  the  garrifon  of  Sligo  that  are  joined  to  the  Irifli  army,  fliall 
liave  the  benefit  of  this  capitulation ; and  orders  fliall  be  fent  to  them  that 
are  to  convey  them  up,  to  bring  them  hither  to  Limerick  the  fliortefl;  ivay. 

14.  The  Irifli  may  have  liberty  to  tranfport  nine  hundred  horfe,  including 
horfes  for  the  officers,  which  fliall  be  tranfported  gratis;  and  as  for  the  troopers 
that  ftay  behind,  they  fliall  difpofe  of  thcnifelves  as  they  fliall  think  fit,  giving 
up  their  horfes  and  arms  to  fuch  perfons  as  the  general  fliall  appoint. 

15.  It  fliall  be  permitted  to  thofe  that  are  appointed  to  take  care  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  hoife,  that  are  willing  to  go  to  France,  to  buy  hay  and  corn 
at  the  king’s  rates  wherei  er  they  can  find  it,  in  the  quarters  that  are  affigned 
them,  without  any  let  or  moleftation,  and  to  carry  all  neceflary  provifions  out 
of  the  city  of  Limerick,  and  for  this  purpofe  the  general  will  furnifli  conve- 
nient carriages  for  them  to  the  places  where  they  fliall  be  embarked. 

16.  It  fliall  be  laivful  to  make  ufe  of  the  hay  preferved  in  the  fiores  of  the 
county  of  Kerry,  for  the  horfes  that  fliall  be  embarked  ; and  if  there  be  not 
enough,  it  fliall  be  lawful  to  buy  hay  and  oats  wherever  it  thall  be  found,  at 
the  king’s  rates. 

17.  That  all  prifoners  of  war,  that  were  in  Ireland  the  28th  of  September, 
fliall  be  fet  at  liberty  on  both  fides;  and  the  general  promifes  to  ufe  his  endea- 
vours, that  thofe  that  are  in  England  and  Flanders  fliall  be  let  at  liberty  alfo. 

18.  The  general  will  caufe  provifions  and  medicines  to  be  furniflied  to  the 
fick  and  wounded  officers,  troopers,  dragoons,  and  foldiers  of  the  Irifli  army 
that  cannot  pafs  into  France  at  the  firft  embarkment,  and  after  they  are  cured, 
will  order  them  fliips  to  pafs  into  France,  if  they  arc  willing  to  go. 

5 D 


19.  That 


210 


APPENDIX. 


1 9.  That  on  the  figning  hereof,  the  general  will  fend  a fliip  exprefs  to  France ; 
9.nd  that  befides,  he  will  furnilh  two  fmall  fliips  of  thofe  that  are  now  in  the 
river  of  Limerick,  to  tranfport  two  perfons  into  France  that  are  to  be  fent  to 
give  notice  of  this  treaty,  and  that  the  commanders  of  the  faid  tliips  fliall  have 
orders  to  put  a-fliore  at  the  next  port  of  France  where  they  fliall  make,* 

20.  That  all  thofe  of  the  faid  troops,  officers,  and  others,  of  what  charadler 
foever,  that  would  pafs  into  France,  fliall  not  be  flopped  upon  the  account  of 
debt,  or  any  other  pretext. 

21.  If  after  figning  this  prefent  treaty,  and  before  the  arrival  of  the  fleet, 
a French  packet-boat,  or  other  tranfport- fliip,  fliall  arrive  from  France  in  any 
other  part  of  Ireland,  the  general  will  order  a paflport,  not  only  for  fuch  as 
mufl  go  on  board  the  faid  fliips,  but  to  the  fliips  to  come  to  the  nearefl  port, 
to  the  place  where  the  troops  to  be  tranfported  fliall  be  quartered. 

22.  That  after  the  arrival  of  the  faid  fleet,  there  fliall  be  free  communi- 
cation and  paflage  between  it  and  the  quarters  of  the  abovefaid  troops;  and 
efpecially  for  all  thofe  that  have  pafles  from  the  chief  commanders  of  the 
faid  fleet,  or  from  Monfieur  Tameron,  the  intendant. 

23.  In  confideration  of  the  prefent  capitulation,  the  two  towns  of  Lime- 
rick fliall  be  delivered  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  general,  or  any  other 
perfon  he  fliall  appoint,  at  the  time  and  days  hereafter  fpecified,  viz.  the  Irifli 
town,  except  the  magazines  and  hofpital,  on  the  day  of  the  figning  of  thefe 
prefent  articles;  and  as  for  the  Englifli  town,  it  fliall  remain,  together  with 
the  ifland,  and  the  free  paflage  of  Thomond-bridge,  in  the  hands  of  thofe  of 
the  Irifli  army  that  are  now  in  the  garrifon,  or  that  fliall  hereafter  come  from 
the  counties  of  Cork,  Clare,  Kerry,  Sligo,  and  other  places  above-mentioned, 
until  there  fliall  be  convenience  found  for  their  tranfportation. 

24.  And  to  prevent  all  diforders  that  may  happen  between  the  garrifon  that 
the  general  fliall  place  in  the  Irifli  town,  which  fliall  be  delivered  to  him,  and 
the  Irifli  troopers  that  fliall  remain  in  the  Englifli  town  and  the  ifland,  ivhich 
they  may  do,  until  the  troops  to  be  embarked  on  the  firft  fifty  fliips  fliall  be 
gone  for  France,  and  no  longer;  they  fliall  intrench  themfelves  on  both  fides, 
to  hinder  the  communication  of  the  faid  garrifons;  and  it  fliall  be  prohibited 
on  both  fides,  to  oft’er  any  thing  that  is  offenfive;  and  the  parties  offending 
fliall  be  punilhed  on  either  fide. 

25.  That  it  lhall  be  laivful  for  the  faid  garrifon  to  march  out  all  at  once,  or 
at  different  times,  as  they  can  be  embarked,  with  arms,  baggage,  drums  beat- 
ings 
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ing,  match  lighted  at  both  ends,  bullet  in  mouth,  colours  flying,  fix  brafs 
guns,  fuch  as  the  befieged  will  chufe,  two  mortar  pieces,  and  half  the  ammu- 
nition that  is  now  in  the  magazines  of  the  faid  place;  and  for  this  purpofe,  an 
inventory  of  all  the  ammunition  in  the  garrifon  fliall  be  made  in  the  prefence 
of  any  perfon  that  the  general  fliall  appoint,  the  next  day  after  thefe  prefent 
articles  fliall  be  figned. 

26.  All  the  magazines  of  provifions  fliall  remain  in  the  hands  of  thofe  that 
are  now  employed  to  take  care  of  the  fame,  for  the  fubfiftence  of  thofe  of  the 
Irifli  army  that  will  pafs  into  France;  and  if  there  fliall  not  be  fufficient  in 
the  ftores,  for  the  fupport  of  the  faid  troops,  whilfl;  they  ftay  in  this  kingdom, 
and  are  croffing  the  feas,  that  upon  giving  up  an  account  of  their  numbers, 
the  general  will  funiifli  them  with  fufficient  provifions  at  the  king’s  rates;  and 
that  there  fliall  be  a free  market  at  Limerick,  and  other  quarters,  where  the 
faid  troops  fliall  be;  and  in  cafe  any  provifions  fliall  remain  in  the  magazines 
of  Limerick  when  the  town  fliall  be  given  up,  it  fliall  be  valued,  and  the  price 
deducted  out  of  what  is  to  be  paid  for  the  provifion  to  be  furniflied  to  the 
troops  on  fliip-board. 

27.  That  there  fliall  be  a ceflation  of  arms  at  land  as  alfo  at  fea,  with 
refpedtto  the  fliips  whether  Eiiglifli,  Dutch,  or  French,  defigned  for  the  tranf- 
portation  of  the  faid  troops,  until  they  fliall  be  returned  to  their  refpe6tive 
harbours;  and  that,  on  both  fides,  they  fliall  be  furniflied  with  fufficient  paffi- 
ports  both  for  fliips  and  men:  and  if  any  fea-commander,  or  captain  of  a 
fliip,  or  any  officer,  trooper,  dragoon,  foldier,  or  any  other  perfon,  fliall  a6l 
contrary  to  this  ceflation,  the  perfons  fo  a6ting  fliall  be  puniflied  on  either 
fide,  and  fatisfaiStion  fliall  be  made  for  the  w'rong  that  is  done;  and  officers 
fliall  be  fent  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Limerick,  to  give  notice  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  Englifli  and  French  fleets  of  the  prefent  conjuncJdure,  that 
they  may  obferve  the  ceflation  of  arms  accordingly. 

28.  That  for  the  fecurity  of  the  execution  of  this  prefent  capitulation, 

and  of  each  article  therein  contained,  the  befieged  fliall  give  the  following 
hoftages And  the  general  fliall  give 

29.  If  before  this  capitulation  is  fully  executed,  there  happens  any  change 
in  the  government,  or  command  in  the  army,  which  is  now  commanded  bv 
General  Ginckle,  all  thofe  that  fliall  be  appointed  to  command  the  fame,  fliall 
he  obliged  to  obferve  and  execute  what  is  fpecified  in  thefe  articles,  or  caufe 
it  to  be  executed  punctually,  and  fliall  not  a6t  contrary  on  any  account. 

October  ig,  Baron  De  Gixckle, 

The 
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No.  L. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant' s Proteji  againji  the  Houfe  of  Commons  Claim  to  the 
Right  of  Originating  Money  Bills.  {Page  200.) 

(SIDNEY.) 

WHEREAS  at  a parliament,  hoklen  at  Drogheda  in  the  tenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  VII.  an  a6t  was  made  for  and  concerning  the  order, 
manner,  and  form  of  parliaments,  to  be  hoklen  and  kept  in  this  realm  of  Ire- 
land; and  by  another  a6t,  made  at  parliament,  hoklen  at  Dublin  in  the  third 
and  fourth  year  of  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  it  was  ordained,  enabled  and 
eftabliflied,  that  no  parliament  diould  be  fummoned  or  holden  within  this 
realm  of  Ireland,  until  fuch  time  as  the  lieutenant,  lord  deputy,  lord  juftice 
or  lords  juftices,  chief  governor  or  governors,  or  any  of  them,  and  the  coun- 
cil of  this  realm  for  the  time  being,  fliould  have  certified  the  king  and  queen’s 
majefties,  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  under  the  great  feal  of  this  realm  of  Ire- 
land, the  confiderations,  caufes  and  articles  of  fuch  adt,  provifions  and  ordi- 
nances, as  by  them  fiiould  be  thought  meet  and  neceflary,  to  be  enadted  and 
pafled  here  by  parliament;  and  fiiould  have  received  again  their  majefties’ 
anfwer  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  declaring  their  pleafures,  either  for 
pafting  of  the  faid  adt,  provifions  and  ordinances,  in  the  form  and  tenor  as  they 
fiiould  be  fent  into  England,  or  elfe  for  change  and  alteration  of  them,  or  any 
part  of  the  fame:  And  that  as  well  after  any  authority  of  licence  fent  into  this 
kingdom  for  holding  a parliament,  as  alfo  at  all  times  after  the  fummons,  and 
during  the  time  of  any  parliament,  to  be  thereafter  holden  within  this  realm, 
the  lieutenant,  lord  deputy,  lord  juftice  and  lord  juftices,  or  other  chief  gover- 
nor and  council  of  this  kingdom,  for  the  time  being,  fiiould  and  might  certify 
all  fuch  other  confiderations,  caufes,  tenors,  provifions  and  ordinances,  as  they 
fiiould  further  think  good  to  be  enadted  and  eftablifiied,  at  and  in  the  faid 
parliament  to  the  king  and  queen’s  majefty,  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  under 
the  great  feal  of  this  realm  of  Ireland ; and  fuch  confiderations,  caufes,  tenors, 
provifions  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them  as  fiiould  be  thereupon  certified  and 
returned  into  this  realm,  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  and  no  other, 
fiiould  and  might  pafs  and  be  enabled  here,  in  any  fuch  parliament  within 
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tliis  faid  realm  of  Ireland,  in  cafe  the  fame  confideration,  caufes,  tenors,  pro- 
vifions  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  fliould  be  agreed  or  refolved  on  by 
the  then  eflates  of  the  faid  parliament. 

And  whereas  in  this  prefent  felTion  of  parliament,  a bill  intitled,  an  a6l  for 
granting  unto  their  majefties  an  additional  duty  on  beer,  ale  and  other  liquors, 
which  had  been  certified  by  us  the  lord  lieutenant  of  this  kingdom  and  the 
council,  unto  the  king  and  queen’s  majefty,  under  the  great  feal  of  England, 
and  by  us  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  confidered  of  in  this  prefent 
parliament,  the  faid  commons  having  the  faid  bill  lying  upon  the  table,  on  the 
27th  day  of  the  month  of  06lober  laft,  did  come  to  a vote  thereupon,  and  re- 
folved, that  it  is  the  foie  and  undoubted  right  of  the  faid  commons  to  prepare 
heads  of  bills  for  raifing  money.  And  further,  on  the  28th  day  of  the  fame 
Odober,  a motion  being  made  in  the  faid  houfe,  and  the  quefiion  put,  that  a 
bill  then  on  the  table,  which  had  likewife  been  regularly  tranfmitted  in  the 
fame  form,  intitled,  an  a6l  for  granting  duties  for  one  year,  might  be  read; 
it  pafled  in  the  negative:  And  the  faid  Houfe  of  Commons  refolved,  that  the 
faid  bill  be  rejedled  by  that  houfe ; and  further  refolved,  that  it  be  entered  in 
the  journals  of  that  houfe,  that  the  reafon  why  the  faid  bill  was  reje6ted,  is, 
that  the  fame  had  not  its  rife  in  that  houfe.  All  which  refohitions  and  pro- 
ceedings appear  in  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  printed  by  their 
order  and  authority,  by  which  votes  and  refohitions,  the  faid  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons do  exclude  their  majefties  and  the  crown  of  England  from  the  right  of 
tranfmitting  any  bills  for  granting  of  money,  or  other  aids  to  their  majefties, 
and  their  fucceftbrs:  which  recited  votes,  refolutions  and  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  being  contrary  to  the  faid  recited  ads  of  parliament,  and 
the  continued  ufage  and  prablice  ever  fince  the  making  thereof,  and  a great 
invafion  upon  their  majefties  prerogative,  and  the  rights  of  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land : We  the  lord  lieutenant,  as  well  to  aflert  the  rights  of  the  crown  of 
England,  (whereof  we  are  and  ever  will  be  moft  tender)  in  tranfmitting  ftich 
bills  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  to  be  confidered  of  in  parliament,  as 
to  difeharge  the  truft  repofed  in  us,  and  prevent  the  inconveniences  which 
may  hereafter  happen,  in  cafe  thefe  votes  and  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons fiiould  be  made  publick,  or  remain  in  their  journals,  without  any  con- 
tradidion  or  animadverfion,  have  thought  it  necclfary,  this  day,  in  full  par- 
liament, to  proteft:  And  we  do  accordingly  proteft  againft  the  aforefaid  votes 
and  refolutions  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  entered  in  their  journals, 
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and  affert,  proteft  and  declare,  that  it  is  their  majefties’  prerogative  and  the 
undoubted  right  of  the  crov^n  of  England,  obferving  the  forms  in  the  faid 
feveral  afts,  to  tranfmit  bills  under  the  great  feal  of  England  for  granting  of 
aids  to  their  majefties,  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  which  faid  bills,  fo  tranfmitted, 
ought  to  be  read  and  confidered  by  the  Ploufe  of  Commons,  in  this  king- 
dom: And  therefore,  the  faid  recited  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Hoiife  of 
Commons,  are  contrary  to  the  a6ls  of  parliament  above  mentioned,  and  the 
conftant  pra61ice  and  ufages  in  all  parliaments  fmce  the  making  thereof;  and 
alfo  highly  derogatory  to  their  majefties’  royal  authority,  and  the  rights  of 
the  crown  of  England. 

.By  his  excellency’s  fpecial  command, 

C.  WICH. 


No.  LI. 

Report  of  the  Commiffioners  upon  the  forfeited  Lands.  {Page  207.) 

THE  commiflioners  met  with  great  difficulties  in  their  enquiries,  which 
were  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  backwardnefs  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  give 
any  information,  out  of  fear  of  the  grantees,  whofe  difpleafure  in  that  king- 
dom was  not  eafily  borne;  and  by  reports  induftrioufly  fpread  and  believed, 
that  their  enquiry  would  come  to  nothing.  Neverthelefs,  it  appeared  to  them, 
that  the  perfons  outlawed  in  England,  fmce  the  13th  February,  1088,  on  ac- 
count of  the  late  rebellion,  amounted  in  number  to  fifty-feven,  and  in  Ireland 
to  three. thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one.  That  all  the  lands  in  the 
feveral  counties  in  Ireland  belonging  to  the  forfeited  perfons,  as  far  as  they 
could  reckon,  made  106079'-^  acres,  worth  per  annum  211,623/.  which  by 
computation  of  fix  years  purchafe  for  a life,  and  thirteen  3’ears  for  the  inheri- 
tance, came  to  the  full  value  of  268,138/.  That  fome  of  thofe  lands  had  been 
reftored  to  the  old  proprietors,  by  virtue  of  the  articles  of  Limerick  and  Gal- 
loway, and  by  his  majefty’s  favour,  and  the  reverfal  of  outlawries,  and  royal 
pardons,  obtained  chiefly  b}-  gratifications  to  fuch  j^erfon  as  had  abufed  his 
majefty's  royal  bounty  and  commiffion.  Befide  thefe  reftitutions,  which  they 
thought  to  be  corruptly  procured,  they  gave  an  account  of  feventy-fix  grants 
and  cuftodiums,  under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland  ; as  to  the  Lord  Eumney  three 
grants  now  in  being,  containing  495 1 7 acres;  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  in  two 
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grants  108,633  acres  in  poffeffion  and  reverfion ; to  William  Bentinck,  ’Efq. 
Lord  Woodftock,  135,820  acres  of  land;  to  the  Earl  of  Athlone  two  grants, 
containing  26,480  acres;  to  the  Earl  of  Galloway  on  grant  36,148  acres,  &c. 
wherein  they  obferved,  that  the  eftates  fo  mentioned  did  not  yield  fo  much 
to  the  grantees  as  they  were  valued  at;  becaufe  as  inoft  of  them  had  abufed 
his  majefty  in  the  real  value  of  their  eftates,  fo  their  agents  had  impofed  on 
them,  and  had  either  fold  or  lett  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  lands  at  an 
under  value.  But  after  all  dedudtions  and  allowances,  there  yet  remained 
1,699,343/.  14^.  which  they  lay  before  the  commons  as  the  grofs  value  of  the 
eftates  fince  the  13th  day  of  February,  and  not  reftored;  belides  a grant  un- 
der the  great  feal  of  Ireland,  dated  the  13th  of  May,  1695,  pafled  to  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Vjlliers,  now  Countefs  of  Orkney,  of  all  the  private  eftates  of  the 
late  King  James,  (except  fome  part  in  grant  to  Lord  Athlone,)  containing 
95,649  acres,  worth  per  annum  25,995/.  18^.  value:  total  331,943/.  9^.  con- 
cluding, that  there  was  payable  out  of  this  eftate,  2000/,  per  annum  to  Mrs. 
Godfrey  for  their  lives  ; and  that  almoft  all  the  old  leafes  determined  in  May, 
1701;  and  then  this  eftate  would  anfwer  the  value  above  mentioned. 

Signed  Francis  Annefley,  James  Hamilton, 

John  Trenchard,  Henry  Langford, 


No.  Lll. 

The  f^eral  Arguments  of  Sir  Theobald  Butler,  Counfellor  Malone,  and  Sir 
Stephen  Rice,  at  the  Bar  of  the  Hoiife  of  Commo?is  of  Ireland,  February 
22t/;  and  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  February  28M,  1703,  againf 
pajjing  the  Bill,  intituled,  An  AB  to  present  the  further  growth  of  Popery. 
{P.  213.) 

THE  Papifts  of  Ireland  obferving,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  pre- 
paring the  heads  of  a bill  to  be  tranfmitted  to  England  to  be  drawn  up  into 
an  a6l,  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  popery  ; and  having  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  put  a ftop  to  it  there,  at  its  remittance  baek  again  to  Ireland,  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a petition  in  the  names  of  Nicholas  Lord 
Vifcount  Kingfland,  Colonel  J.  Brown,  Colonel  Burk,  Colonel  Nugent, 
Major  Pat.  Allen,  Captain  Arthur  French,  and  other  Homan  Catholics  of 
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Ireland,  praying  to  be  heard  by  tlieir  counfel  againft  the  palling  the  laid  bill, 
then  under  confideration  of  the  faid  houfe ; and  to  have  a copy  of  the  bill, 
and  a reafonable  time  to  fpeak  to  it  before  it  paffed.  Which  petition  being 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  whom  the  confideration  of 
the  faid  bill  Avas  referred,  it  Avas  ordered,  that  the  petitioners  Ihould  have 
£ copy  of  the  faid  bill,  and  be  heard  by  their  counfel,  before  the  faid  com- 
mittee. 

And  in  purfuance  of  that  order,  Sir  Theobald  Butler,  Counfellor  Malone, 
and  Sir  Stephen  Rice,  (the  two  firft  in  their  gOAvns  as  counfel  for  the  peti- 
tioners in  general,  and  the  laft  Avithout  a gown,  only  as  a petitioner  in  his 
private  capacity),  together  Avith  many  others,  upon  Tuefday,  the  22d  of 
February,  1703,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  faid  Houfe  of  Commons,  Avhere 
Sir  Theobald  Butler  firft  moved  and  acquainted  the  houfe,  that,  “ by  the 
“ permiflion  of  that  houfe,  he  Aras  come  thither  in  behalf  of  himfelf,  and  the 
“ reft  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  comprifed  in  the  articles  of  Lime- 
rick  and  Gahvay,  to  offer  fome  reafons,  Avhich  he  and  the  reft  of  the  peti- 
tioners  judged  ATry  material  againft  palling  the  bill,  intituled,  An  A6t  to 
“ prevent  the  further  growth  of  Popery ; that  by  leave  of  the  houfe,  he  had 
“ taken  a copy  of  the  faid  bill,  (Avhich  he  had  there  in  his  hand),  and  Avith 
“ fubmiffion,  looked  upon  it  to  tend  to  the  deftroying  of  the  faid  articles, 
granted  upon  a moft  valuable  confideration,  of  furrendering  the  faid  gar- 
“ rifons,  at  the  time  Avhen  they  had  the  fword  in  their  hands,  and  for  any 
“ thing  that  then  appeared  to  the  contrary,  might  have  been  in  a condition 
to  hold  out  much  longer,  and  when  it  Avas  in  their  poAver  to  demand,  and 
make  for  themlelves  fuch  terms,  as  might  be  for  their  then  and  future  liberty, 
‘‘  fafety  and  fecurity:  and  that  too,  Avhen  the  allowing  fuch  terms  Avere 
“ highly  advantageous  to  the  goA’ernment  to  which  they  fubmitted,  as  Avell 
“ for  uniting  the  people  that  Avere  then  divided,  quieting  and  fettling  the 
“ diftradtions  and  diforders  of  this  then  miferable  kingdom,  as  for  the  other 
advantages  the  government  Avould  thereby  reap  in  its  own  affairs,  both  at 
“ home  and  abroad  ; Avhen  its  enemies  Avere  fo  poAverful  both  by  fea  and 
“ land,  as  to  give  doubt  or  interruption  to  its  peace  and  fettlement. 

“ That  by  fuch  their  power,  thofe  of  Limerick  did  for  themfelATS,  and 
“ others  therein  comprized,  obtain  and  make  fuch  articles,  as  by  Avhich,  all 
the  Irifli  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  county  of  Limerick,  and  in  the  coun- 
ties  of  Clare,  Kerry,  Cork,  Sligo,  and  Mayo,  had  full  and  free  pardon  of 
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and  for  all  attainders,  outlawries,  treafons,  mirprifion  of  treafons,  felonies, 
“ trefpaffes,  and  other  crimes  whatever,  which  at  any  time  from  tlie  beginniujj 
“ of  King  James  the  Second,  to  the  3d  of  October,  l6gi,  had  beenadted, 
“ committed,  or  done  by  them,  or  any  of  them  ; and  by  which  they  and  their 
“ heirs  were  to  be  forthwith  put  in  poifeffion  of,  and  for  ever  poifefs,  and  en- 
“ joy  all  and  every  of  their  freeholds  and  inheritance ; and  all  their  rights, 
“ titles,  and  interefts,  privileges  and  immunities,  which  they  and  every  of 
“ them  held  and  enjoyed,  and  by  the  laws  in  force  were  entituled  unto,  in 
“ the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  or  at  any  time  fince,  by  the  laws  and 
“ ftatutes  that  were  in  force  in  that  reign,  &c.  And  therefore  read  fo  much 
“ of  the  fecond  article  of  Limerick,  as  tended  to  that  purpofe.”  “ That  in 
“ the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  the  petitioners,  and  all  that  were  intituled 
“ to  the  benefit  of  thofe  articles,  were  in  fuch  full  and  free  pofleffion  of  their 
“ eftates,  and  had  the  fame  power  to  fell,  or  otherwife  to  difpofe,  or  convey 
them,  or  any  other  thing  they  enjoyed  ; and  were  as  rightfully  intituled  to 
“ all  the  privileges,  immunities,  and  other  advantages  whatever,  according  to 
“ the  laws  then  in  force,  as  any  other  fubjedts  whatfoever;  and  which,  there- 
fore,  without  the  higheft  injufiice,  could  not  be  taken  from  them,  unlels 
“ they  had  forfeited  them  themfelves. 

“ That  if  they  had  made  any  fuch  forfeiture,  it  was  either  before  or  after 
the  making  the  faid  articles  : if  before,  they  had  a full  and  free  pardon  for 
“ that  by  the  faid  articles,  See.  and  therefore  arc  not  accountable  by  any  law 
“ now  in  force  for  the  fame,  and  for  that  reafon  not  noAV  to  be  charged  with 
“ it ; and  fince  they  cannot  be  charged  with  any  general  forfeiture  of  thofe 
articles  fince,  they  at  that  fame  time  remained  as  abfolutely  intituled  to  all 
“ the  privileges,  advantages,  and  benefits  of  the  laws  both  already  made,  and 
“ hereafter  to  be  made,  as  any  other  of  her  majefty’s  fiibjects  whatfoever. 

“ That  among  all  focicties  there  were  fome  ill  people:  that  by  the  10th  ar- 
tide  of  Limerick,  the  whole  community  is  not  to  be  charged  with,  norfor- 
“ feited  by  the  crimes  of  particular  perfons. 

“ That  there  were  already  wholefome  laws  in  force  fufficient,  and  if  not, 
‘‘  fuch  as  were  Minting  might  be  made,  to  puuifh  every  offender  according 
“ to  the  nature  of  the  crime:  and  in  the  name  of  God  let  the  guilty  fuffer  for 
“ their  own  faults  ; but  the  innocent  ought  not  to  fuffer  for  the  guilty,  nor 
“ the  whole  for  any  particular.  That  furely  they  would  not  now  (they  had 
“ tamely  got  the  fword  out  of  their  hands),  rob  tliem  of  what  was  then  in 
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“ their  power  to  have  kept;  for  that  would  be  unjult,  and  not  according  to 
“ that  golden  rule,  to  do  as  they  M'ould  be  done  by,  was  the  cafe  reverfed, 
“ and  the  contrary  fide  their  own. 

“ That  the  faid  articles  were  firft  granted  them  by  the  general  of  the  Eng- 
“ Ihli  army,  upon  the  moft  important  confideration  of  getting  the  city  of  Li.- 
“ merick  into  his  hands,  (when  it  was  in  a condition  to  have  held  out,  till  it 
“ might  have  been  relieved  by  the  fuccours  then  coming  to  it  from  France), 
“ and  for  preventing  the  further  effufion  of  blood,  and  the  other  ill  confe- 
quences  which  (by  reafon  of  the  then  divifions  and  diforders)  the  nation 
then  laboured  under,  and  for  reducing  thofe  in  arms  againft  the  Engliili 
**  gov’ernment,  to  its  obedience. 

That  the  faid  articles  were  figned  and  perfe6ted  by  the  faid  generals,  and 
“ the  then  lords  juftices  of  this  kingdom,  and  afterwards  ratified  by  their  late 
majefties,  for  themfelves,  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  have  been  fince 
confirmed  by  an  a6t  of  parliament  in  this  kingdom,  viz.  ftat.  9.  Guil.  3 
fef  4.  chap.  27,  (which  he  there  produced  and  pleaded)  and  faid  could  not 
“ be  avoided  without  breaking  the  faid  articles,  and  the  public  faith  thereby 
“ plighted  to  all  thofe  comprifed  under  the  faid  articles,  in  the  moft  folemn 
“ and  engaging  manner,  ’tis  poftible  for  any  people  to  lay  themfelves  under, 
“ and  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  facretl  and  binding.  That  therefore 
“ to  violate,  or  break  thofe  articles,  w^ould  on  the  contrary  be  the  greateft 
“ injuftice  poftible  for  any  one  people  of  the  whole  world  to  iufli6t  upon  ano- 
“ ther,  and  which  is  contrary  to  both  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 

“ That  purfuant  to  thefe  articles,  all  thofe  Irifii  then  in  arms  againft  the  go- 
“ venunent,  did  fubinit  thereunto,  and  furrendered  the  faid  city  of  Limerick, 
and  all  other  garrifoiis  then  remaining  in  their  pofteftion,  and  did  take  fuch 
“ oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  king  and  queen.  See.  as  by  the  faid  articles  they  were 
“ obliged  to,  and  were  put  into  pofteftion  of  their  eftates,  &c. 

“ That  fuch  their  fubmiffion  was  upon  fuch  terms  as  ought  noAr,  and  at  all 
“ times,  to  be  made  good  to  them  ; but  that  if  the  bill  then  before  the  houfe, 
“ intituled,  An  Aft  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  Popery,  Ihould  pafs  into 
“ a law,  (which,  faid  he,  God  forbid  !)  it  Avould  be  not  only  a violation  of 
thofe  articles,  but  alfo  a manifeft  breach  of  the  public  faith,  of  which  the 
EngTifii  had  always  been  moft  tender  in  many  inltances,  fome  of  which  he 
“ tlien  quoted  ; and  that,  in  particular,  in  the  preamble  of  the  aft  before- 

“ mentioned, 


APPENDIX. 


aiQ 

mentioned,  made  for  confirmation  of  thefe  articles,  wherein  there  is  a par- 
“ ticiilar  regard  and  refpect  had  to  the  public  faith. 

“ Thatfmce  the  faid  articles  were  thus  under  the  moft  folemn  ties,  and  for 
“ fuch  valuable  confiderations  granted  the  petitioners,  by  nothing  lefs  than 
‘‘  the  general  of  the  army,  the  lords  juftices  of  the  kingdom,  the  king,  queen, 
“ and  parliament,  the  public  faith  of  the  nation  was  therein  concerned, 
obliged,  bound,  and  engaged,  as  fully  and  firmly,  as  was  poffible  for  one 
“ people  to  pledge  faith  to  another  ; that  therefore  this  parliament  could  not 
pafs  fuch  a bill,  as  that  intituled.  An  Adi  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of 
Popery,  then  before  thehoufc,  into  a law,  without  infringing  thofe  articles, 
“ and  a manifeft  breach  of  the  public  faith ; of  which  he  hoped  that  houfe 
would  be  no  lefs  regardful  and  tender  than  their  predeceffors,  who  made 
the  a6l  for  confirming  thofe  articles,  had  been. 

“ That  the  cafe  of  the  Gibeonites,  2 Sam.  2].  l.  was  a fearful  exainple  of 
“ breaking  of  public  faith,  which  above  100  years  after  brought  nothing  lefs 
“ than  a three  year’s  famine  upon  the  land  ; and  flayed  not  till  the  lives  of  all 
“ Saul’s  family  atoned  for  it. 

“ That  even  among  the  heathens,  and  mod  barbarous  of  nations,  all  the 
“ world  over,  the  public  faith  had  always  been  held  moll  facred  and  binding, 
“ that  furely  it  'would  find  no  lefs  a regard  in  that  augull  aflembly. 

“ That  if  he  proved  the  paffing  that  adl,  was  fuch  a manifeft  breach  of  thofe 
‘‘  articles,  and  confcquently  of  the  public  faith,  he  hoped  that  honorable 
“ houfe  would  be  very  tender  how  they  palled  the  fiiid  bill  before  them  into 
“ a law,  to  the  apparent  prejudice  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  hazard  of  bring- 
“ ing  upon  themfelves  and  pofterity,  fuch  evils,  reproach  and  infamy,  as  the 
doing  the  like  had  brought  upon  other  nations  and  people. 

“ Noa\%  that  the  paffing  fuch  a bill  as  that  then  before  the  houfe,  to  prevent 
“ the  further  growth  of  popery,  will  be  a breach  of  thofe  articles,  and  confe- 
“ (picntly  of  the  public  faith,  I prove  (faid  he)  by  the  following  argument. 

“ The  argument  then  is,  (faid  he)  whatever  lhall  be  enacted  to  the  preju- 
‘‘  dice  or  delhoying  of  any  obligation,  covenant  or  contract,  in  the  molt 
“ folemn  manner,  and  for  the  moft  valuable  confidcration  entered  into,  is  a 
“ manifeft  violation  and  deftrudtioii  of  every  fuch  obligation,  covenant  and 
“ contradl : but  the  palfing  that  bill  into  a law,  will  evitlcntly  and  abfolutely 
“ deftroy  the  articles  of  Limerick  and  Galway,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes; 
and  therefore  the  paffing  that  bill  into  a law,  will  be  fuch  a breach  of  thofe 
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“ articles,  and  confequently  of  the  public  faith  plighted  for  performing 
“ thofe  articles,  which  remained  to  be  proved. 

“ The  major  is  proved ; (faid  he)  for  that  whatever  deftroys  or  violates 
“ any  contra6l  or  obligation,  upon  the  moll  valuable  confiderations,  mod 

folemnly  made  and  entered  into,  deftroys  and  violates  the  end  of  every  fuch 
“ contra6t  or  obligation  : but  the  end  and  defign  of  thofe  articles  w'ere^  that  all 
“ thofe  therein  comprifed,  and  every  of  their  heirs,  fliould  hold,  poflefs, 
“ and  enjoy  all  and  every  of  their  eftates  of  freehold  and  inheritance^ 
“ and  all  the  rights,  titles,  and  intereft,  privileges  and  immunities,  which 
“ they  and  every  of  them  held,  enjoyed,  or  were  rightfully  intituled  to,  in 
“ the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  or  at  any  time  fmee,  by  the 
“ laws  and  ftatutes  that  were  in  force  in  the  faid  reign  in  this  realm : but  that 
“ the  defign  of  this  bill,  was  to  take  away  every  fuch  right,  title,  intereft,  &c. 
“ from  every  father  being  a papift,  and  to  make  the  popifti  father,  who,  by 
“ the  articles  and  laws  aforefaid,  had  an  undoubted  right,  either  to  fell,  or 
“ otherwife  at  pleafnre  to  difpofe  of  his  eftate,  at  any  time  of  his  life,  as  he 
“ thought  fit,  only  tenant  for  life,  and  confequently  difabled  from  felling, 
“ or  otherwife  difpofing  thereof,  after  his  fon  or  other  heir  fliould  become 
“ proteftant,  though  otherwife  never  fo  difobedient,  profligate,  or  extrava- 
“ ganl : ergo,  this  a6t  tends  to  the  deftroying  the  end  for  which  thofe  arti- 
“ cles  were  made,  and  confequently  the  breaking  of  the  public  faith  plighted 
“ for  their  performance. 

“ The  minor  is  proved  by  the  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  Qth,  15th,  l6thj 
“ and  17th  claufes  of  the  faid  bill,  all  which  (faid  he)  I fhall  confider  and 
“ fpeak  to,  in  the  order  as  they  are  placed  in  the  bill. 

“ By  the  firft  of  thefe  claufes,  (which  is  the  third  of  the  bill)  I that  am 
“ the  popifli  father,  without  committing  any  crime  againft  the  ftate,  or  the 
“ laws  of  the  land,  (by  which  only  I ought  to  be  governed),  or  any  other 
“ fault ; but  merely  for  being  of  the  religion  of  my  fore-fathers,  and  that- 
“ which,  till  of  late  yearn,  ivas  the  ancient  religion  of  thefe  kingdoms,  contrary 
“ to  the  exprefs  words  of  the  fecond  article  of  Limerick,  and  the  public  faith,- 
“ plighted  as  aforefaid  for  their  performance,  am  deprived  of  my  inherit- 
“ ance,  freehold,  &c.  and  of  all  other  advantages,  which  by  thofe  articles, 
“ and  the  laws  of  the  land,  I am  intituled  to  enjoy,  equally  with  every  other 
“ of  my  fellow-fubje6ls,  whether  proteftant  or  popilh.  And  though  fuch  my 
“ eftate  be  even  thepurchafe  of  my  own  hard  labour  and  induftry,  yet  I ftiall 
“ not  (though  my  occafions  be  never  fo  prefting),  have  liberty  (after  my 
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deleft  foil,  or  other  heir,  becomes  a proteftant),  to  fell,  mortgage,  or  other- 
wife  clifpofe  of,  or  charge  it  for  payment  of  my  debts ; or  have  leave  out 
of  my  own  eftate,  to  order  portions  for  my  other  children  ; or  leave  a lega- 
cy, though  never  fo  final!,  to  my  poor  father  or  mother,  or  other  poor  rela- 
tions ; but  during  my  own  life,  my  eftate  fhall  be  given  to  my  fon,  or  other 
heir,  being  a proteftant,.  though  never  fo  undutiful,  profligate,  extravagant; 
or  otherwife  undeferving;  and  I that  am  the  purchafing  father,  fliall  be- 
come tenant  for  life  only,  to  my  own  purchafe,  inheritance  and  freehold,' 
which  I purchafed  with  my  own  money : and  fuch  my  fon,  or  other  heir; 
by  this  ad,  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  fell,  or  otherwife  at  pleafure  to  difpofe  of  my 
eftate,  the  fw^eat  of  my  brow,  before  my  face ; and  J that  am  the  purchafer, 
fliall  not  have  liberty  to  raife  one  farthing  upon  the  eftate  of  my  own  pur-* 
chafe,  either  to  pay  my  debts,  or  portion  my  daughters,  if  any  I have,  or 
make  provifions  for  my  other  male  children,  though  never  fo  deferving  and 
dutiful:  but  my  eftate,  and  the  iffues  and  profits  of  it,  fliall,  before  my 
face,  be  at  the  difpofal  of  another,  who  cannot  poflibly  know  how  to  diftin- 
guilh  betw’een  the  dutiful  and  undutiful,  deferving  or  undeferving.  Is  not 
this,  gentlemen,  (faid  he)  a hard  cafe?  I.befeech  you,  gentlemen,  to  con-* 
fider,  whether  you  w'ould  not  think  it  fo,  if  thefcale  was  changed,  and  the 
cafe  your  own,  as  it  is  like  to  be  ours,  if  this  bill  pafs  into  a law. 

“ It  is  natural  for  a father  to  love  the  child,  but  w^e  all  know  (fays  he)  that 
children  are  but  too  apt  and  fubjed,  without  any  fuch  liberty  as  this  bill 
gives,  to  flight  and  negled  their  duty  to  their  parents ; and  finely  fuch  an 
ad  as  this,  wull  not  be  an  inftrument  of  reftraint,  but  rather  encouraire 
them  more  to  it. 

“ It  is  but  too  common  w’ith  the  fon,  w^ho  has  a profped  of  an  eftate,  when 
once  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  one  and  twenty,  to  think  the  old  father  too 
long  in  the  w^ay,  betw’een  him  and  it,  and  how  much  more  wflll  he  be  fubjed 
to  it,  when  by  this  ad,  he  fliall  have  liberty  before  he  comes  to  that  age, 
to  compel  and  force  my  eftate  from  me,  without  alkingmy  leave,  or  being 
liable  to  account  with  me  for  it,  or  out  of  his  fliare  thereof,  to  a moiety  of 
the  debts,  portions,  or  other  incumbrances,  with  wdiich  the  eftate  mio-ht 

O 

have  been  charged,  before  the  pafling  this  ad. 

“ Is  not  this  againft  the  laws  of  God  and  man  ? againft  the  rules  of  reafon 
and  juftice ; by  w'hich  all  men  ought  to  be  governed  ? Is  not  this  the  only 
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“ way  111  the  world,  to  make  children  become  undutiful?  and  to  bring  the  - 
“ grey  head  of  the  parent  to  the  grave,  with  grief  and  tears. 

“ It  would  be  hard  from  any  man;  but  from  a fon,  a child,  the  fruit  of 
‘‘  my  body,  whom  I hav^e  nuiilin  my  bofom,  and  tendered  more  dearly  than 
“ my  own  life,  to  become  my  plunderer,  to  rob  me  of  my  eftate,  to  cut  my 
“ throat,  and  to  take  away  my  bread,  is  mucli  more  grievous  than  from  any 
‘‘  other;  and  enough  to  make  the  mod  flinty  of  hearts  to  bleed,  to  think 

on’t.  vVnd  yet  this  will  be  the  cafe  if  this  bill  pals  into  a law ; which  I 
“ hope  this  honorable  affembly  will  not  think  of,  when  they  fliall  more  feri- 
“ rioufly  confider,  and  have  weighed  thefe  matters. 

“ For  God's  fake,  gentlemen,  will  you  confider  whetlier  this  is  according  to 
“ the  golden  rule,  to  do  as  you  would  be  done  unto  ? And  if  not,  furely  you 
“ will  not,  nay  you  cannot,  without  being  liable  to  be  charged  with  the  mod 
“ manifed  injuftice  imaginable,  take  from  us  our  birth-rights,  and  invcd 
“ them  in  others  before  our  faces. 

“ By  the  4th  claufe  of  the  bill,  the  Popifli  father  is  under  the  penalty  of 
“ 500/.  debarred  from  being  guardian  to,  or  having  the  tuition  or  cudody  of 
“ his  own  child  or  children  ; but  if  the  child  pretends  to  be  a Protedant, 

“ though  never  fo  young,  or  incapable  of  judging  of  the  principles  of  any 
“ religion,  it  fliall  be  taken  from  its  own  father,  and  put  into  the  hands  or 
“ care  of  a Protedant  relation,  if  any  there  be  qualified  as  this  a6t  direds, 

“ for  tuition,  though  never  fo  great  an  €nemy  to  the  Popiflr  parent;  and 
“ for  want  of  relations  fo  qualified,  into  the  hands  and  tuition  of  fuch  Pro- 
“ teftant  dranger,  as  the  court  of  Chancery  fliall  think  fit  to  appoint,  who 
“ perhaps  may  likewife  be  my  enemy,  and  out  of  prejudice  to  me  who  am 
“ the  Popifli  father,  fhall  infufe  into  my  child,  not  only  fuch  principles  of  re- 
“ ligion,  as  are  wholly  inconfiftent  with  my  liking,  but  alfo  againd  the  duty 
“ which  by  the  laws  both  of  God  and  nature  is  due  from  every  child  to  its 
“ parents : And  it  fliall  not  be  in  my  power  to  remedy,  or  queftion  him  for 
“ it ; and  yet  I fliall  be  obliged  to  pay  for  fuch  education,  how  pernicious 
“ focver.  Nay,  if  a legacy  or  edate  fall  to  any  of  my  children,  being  minors, 

“ I that  am  the  Popifli  father  fliall  not  have  the  liberty  to  take  care  of  it, 

“ but  it  fliall  be  put  into  the  hand»  of  a dranger  ; and  though  I fee  it  con- 
“ founded  before  my  face,  it  fhall  not  be  in  my  power  to  help  it.  Is  not 
“ this  a hard  cafe,  gentlemen?  I am  fure  you  cannot  but  allow  it  to  be  a very 
‘‘  hard  cafe. 
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“ The  5th  claufe  provides,  that  no  Proteftant  or  Proteftants,  having  any 
eftate  real  or  perfonal,  within  this  kingdom,  fliallat  any  time  after  the  24th 
“ of  IMarcli,  1703,  intermarry  with  any  Papift,  either  in  or  out  of  this  king- 
“ dom,  under  the  penalties  in  an  a6l  made  in  the  Qth  of  King  William, 
“ intituled,  an  a6t  to  prevent  Proteflants  intermarrying  >vith  Papifls,  which 
“ penalties,  fee  in  the  5th  claufe  of  the  a6l  itfelf. 

“ Surely,  gentlemen,  this  is  fuch  a law  as  was  never  heard  of  before,  and 
“ againft  the  law  of  right,  and  the  law  of  nations  ; and  therefore  a law 
“ which  is  not  in  the  power  of  mankind  to  make,  without  breaking  through 
“ the  laws  which  our  wife  anceftors  prudently  provided  for  the  fecurity  of 
“ pofterity,  and  which  you  cannot  infringe,  without  hazarding  the  under- 
“ mining  the  whole  legiflature,  and  encroaching  upon  the  privileges  of  your 
“ neighbouring  nations,  which  it  is  not  reafonable  to  believe  they  will  allow. 

“ It  has  indeed  been  known,  that  there  hath  been  laws  made  in  England, 
“ that  have  been  binding  in  Ireland : but  furely  it  never  was  known,  that 
“ any  law  made  in  Ireland  could  alFedl  England  or  any  other  country.  But 
“ by  this  adl,  a perfon  committing  matrimony  (an  ordinance  of  the  Almighty) 
“ in  England,  or  any  other  part  beyond  the  feas  (where  it  is  lawful  both  by 
the  laws  of  God  and  man  fo  to  do),  if  ever  they  come  to  live  in  Ireland, 
“ and  have  an  inheritance  or  title  to  any  interell  to  the  value  of  500/.  they 
“ diall  be  punillied  for  a fact  confonant  to  the  laws  of  the  land  where  it  was 
“ committed.  But,  gentlemen,  by  your  favor,  this  is  what,  -with  fubmiffion,  is 
‘‘  not  in  your  power  to  do  : for  no  law  that  either  now  is,  or  that  hereafter 
fliall  be  in  force  in  this  kingdom,  diall  be  able  to  take  cognizance  of  any 
“ fa6l  committed  in  another  nation  : nor  can  any  one  nation  make  laws  for 
“ any  other  nation,  but  what  is  fubordinate  to  it,  as  Ireland  is  to  England  ; 
“ but  no  other  nation  is  fubordinate  to  Ireland  ; and  therefore  any  laws  made 
“ in  Ireland  cannot  punifJi  me  for  any  fact  committed  in  any  other  nation, 
“ but  more  efpecially  England,  to  whom  Ireland  is  fubordinate : and  the 
“ reafon  is,  every  free  nation,  fuch  as  all  our  neighbouring  nations  are,  by 
“ the'  great  law  of  nature,  and  the  univerfal  privileges  of  all  nations,  have  an 
“ undoubted  right  to  make,  and  be  ruled  and  governed  by  laws  of  their  own 
“ making:  for  that  to  fubmit  to  any  other,  vould  be  to  give  away  their  own 
“ birth-right,  and  native  freedom  ; and  become  fubordinate  to  their  neigh- 
“ hours,  as  we  of  this  kingdom,  fmee  the  making  of  Poynings's  a6t,  have  been, 
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“ and  are  to  England  ; a right  which  England  would  never  To  much  as  en- 
“ dure  to  hear  of,  much  Icfs  to  fubmlt  to. 

We  fee  how  careful  our  forefathers  have  been  to  provide  that  no  man 
“ Ihould  be  puniflied  in  one  county  (even  of  the  fame  nation)  for  crimes 
“ committed  in  another  county ; and  furely  it  'would  be  highly  unreafon^ 
“ able,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  all  nations  in  the  whole  world,  to  punilh 
“ me  in  this  kingdom,  for  a fa6t  committed  in  England,  or  any  other  nation, 
M'hich  was  not  againft,  but  confiftent  with  the  laws  of  the  nation,  where  it 
was  committed.  I am  fure  there  is  not  any  law  in  any  other  nation  of  the 
■“  world  that  Avould  do  it. 

“ The  6th.  claufe  of  this  bill  is  likewife  a manifeft  breach  of  the  fecond  of 
“ Limerick  articles,  for  by  that  article,  all  perfons  comprized  under  thofe  ar- 
“ tides,  were  to  enjoy,  and  have  the  full  benefit  of  all  the  rights,  titles,  pri- 
“ vileges,  and  immunities  Avdiatfoever,  which  they  enjoyed,  or  by  the  laws  of 
“ the  land  then  in  force,  were  entitled  to  enjoy,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
“ the  Second.  And  by  the  laws  then  in  force,  a.11  the  Papifts  of  Ireland  had 
“ the  fame  liberty,  that  any  of  their  fellow  fubjedts  had,  to  purchafe  any 
“ manors,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  leafes  for  lives  or  for  years,  rents, 
“ or  any  other  thing  of  profit  whatfoever ; but  by  this  claufe  of  this  bill, 
“ every  Papifl  or  perfon  profeffing  the  Popifli  religion,  after  the  24th  of 
jSIarch,  1703,  is  made  incapable  of  purchafing  any  manors,  lands,  tene- 
“ ments,  hereditaments,  or  any  rents  or  profits  out  of  the  fame,  or  holding 
“ any  leafe  of  lives,  or  any  other  leafe  whatfoever,  for  any  term  exceeding 
^ thirty-one  years,  wherein  a rent,  not  lefs  than  two-thirds  of  the  improved 
“ yearly  value,  fliall  be  referv'ed,  and  made  payable,  during-the  whole  term; 
“ and  therefore  this  claufe  of  this  bill,  if  made  into  a law,  will  be  a ma- 
“ nifeft  breach  of  thofe  articles. 

“ The  7th  claufe  is  yet  of  much  more  general  confequence,  and  not  only 
“ a like  breach  of  thofe  articles,  but  alfo  manifeft  robbing  of  all  the  Roman 
“ Catholics  of  the  kingdom  of  their  birthright : for  by  thofe  articles,  all 
thofe  therein  comprized  Avere  (faid  he)  pardoned  all  miftlemeanors  Avdiatfo- 
“ ever,  of  Avhich  they  had  in  any  manner  of  Avay  Teen  guilty,  and  reftored 
to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities  Avhatever,  Avhich,  by 
“ the  hiAVS  of  the  land,  and  cuftoms,  conftitutions,  and  native  birthright, 
they,  any,  and  every  of  them,  Avere,  equally  with  every  other  of  their  fel- 
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“ low  fubjeds  entitled  unto.  And  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations  (as 
“ well  as  by  the  laws  of  the  land)  every  native  of  any  country,  has  an  uii- 
doubted  right  and  juft  title  to  all  the  privileges  and  advantages,  which  fuch 
“ their  native  country  atfords  : and  furely  no  man  but  will  allow,  that  by  fuch 
“ a native  right,  every  one  born  in  any  country,  hath  an  undoubted  right  to 
“ the  inheritance  of  his  father,  or  any  other  to  whom  he  or  they  may  be  heir 
‘‘  at  law  : but  if  this  bill  pafs  into  a law,  every  native  of  this  kingdom,  that 

^ is  and  lliall  remain  a Papift,  is,  ipfo  faRo,  during  life,  or  his  or  their  conti- 

“ lining  a Papid,  deprived  of  fuch  inheritance,  devife,  gift,  remainder,  or 
“ truft,  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  diereditaments,  of  which  any  Proteftant 
“ now  is,  or  hereafter  lliall  be  feized  in  fee-fimple  abfolute,  or  fee-tail,  which 

“ by  the  death  of  fuch  Proteftant,  or  his  wife,  ought  to  defcend  immedi- 

“ ately  to  his  fonorfons,  or  other  ilfue  in  tail,  being  fuch  Papift,  and  eighteen 
“ years  of  age,  or,  if  under  that  age,  within  fix  months  after  coming  to  that 
“ age,  lliall  not  conform  to  the  Church  of  Ireland,  as  by  law  eftablillied  ; 
“ and  every  fuch  devife,  gift,  remainder,  or  trull,  which,  according  to  the 
“ laws  of  the  land,  and  fuch  native  right,  ought  to  defcend  to  fuch  Papift, 
“ lhall,  during  the  life  of  fuch  Papift  (unlefs  he  forfake  his  religion),  defcend 
“ to  the  neareft  relation  that  is  a Proteftant,  and  his  heirs,  being  and  conti- 
“ nuing  Proteftants,  as  though  the  faid  Popilli  heir  and  all  other  Popilli  re- 
“ lations  were  dead,  without  being  accountable  for  the  fame;  which *is  no- 
“ thing  lefs  than  robbing  fuch  Popilli  heir  of  fuch  his  birthright ; for  no  other 
“ reafon  but  his  being  and  continuing  of  that  religion,  which,  by  the  firft  of 
“ Limerick  articles,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom  were  to  enjoy,  as 
“ they  did  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second ; and  then  there  was  no 
“ law  in  force,  that  deprived  any  Roman  Catholic  of  this  kingdoni  of  any 
“ fuch  their  native  birthright,  or  any  other  thing,  which,  by  the  laws  of  the 
“ land  then  in  force,  any  other  fellow  fubje(5ls  were  entitled  unto. 

“ The  8th  claufe  of  this  bill  is  to  ere6l  in  this  kingdom  a law  of  gavel-kind, 
“ a law  in  itfelf  lb  monftrousand  ftrange,  that  I<lare  fay,  this  is  the  firft  time 
“ it  was  ever  heard  of  in  the  world  ; a law  fo  perificious  and  deftru6iive  to 
“ the  well-being  of  families  and  focieties,  that  in  an  age  or  two,  there  will 
“ hardly  be  any  remembrance  of  any  of  the  ancient  Roman  Catholic  families 
“ known  in  this  kingdom ; a law  which,  therefore,  I may  again  venture  to 
fay,  was  never  before  known  or  heard  of  in  tlie  univerfc  ! 

“ There  is,  indeed,  in  Kent,  a cuftom,  called  the  cuftom  of  gavel-kind ; 
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“ but  I never  liearcl  of  any  law  for  it  till  now ; and  that  cuftom  is  far  dif- 
“ ferent  from  what  by  this  bill  is  intended  to  be  made  a law;  for  there,  and 
“ by  that  cuftom,  the  father,  or  other  perfon,  dying  poffeffed  of  any  eftate  of 
“ his  own  acquifition,  or  not  entailed  (let  him  be  of  what  perfuafion  he  will), 
“ may  by  will  bequeath  it  at  pleafure  : or  if  he  dies  without  will,  the  eftate 
“ ihall  not  be  divided,  if  there  be  any  male  heir  to  inherit  it ; but  for  want 
“ of  male  heir,  then  it  ftiall  defcend  in  gavel-kind  among  the  daughters,  and 
“ not  otherwife.  But  by  this  a6t,  for  want  of  a Proteftant  heir,  enrolled  as 
“ fuch  within  three  months  after  the  death  of  fuch  Papift,  to  be  divided, 
“ ftiare  and  lliare  alike,  among  all  his  fons ; for  want  of  fons  among  his 
“ daughters ; for  want  of  fuch  among  the  collateral  kindred  of  his  father ; 
“ and  in  want  of  fuch,  among  thofe  of  his  mother ; and  this  is  to  take  place 
“ of  any  grant,  fettlement,  &c.  other  than  fale  for  valuable  confideration  of 
“ money,  really,  dona paid.  And  fliall  I not  call  this  a ftrange  law  ? 
“ Surely  it  is  a ftrange  law,  which,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  all  nations,  thus 
“ confounds  all  fettlements,  how  antient  foever,  or  otherwife  warrantable  by 
“ laws  heretofore  in  force,  in  this  or  any  other  kingdom. 

“ The  Qth  claufe  of  this  a6l  is  another  manifeft  breach  of  the  articles  of 
“ Limerick,  for  by  the  Qth  of  thofe  articles,  no  oath  is  to  be  adminiftered  to, 
“ nor  impofed  upon  fuch  Roman  Catholics,  as  ftiould  fubmit  to  the  govern- 
“ ment,  but  by  oath  of  allegiance,  appointed  by  an  a6l  of  parliament  made  in 
“ England,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  their  late  majefties  King  Wil- 
“ liam  and  Queen  Mary,  (which  is  the  fame  with  the  firft  of  thofe  appointed 
“ by  the  10th  claufe  of  this  a6l:)  But  by  this  claufe  none  fliall  have  the  be- 
“ nefit  of  this  a6t,  that  fliall  not  conform  to  the  church  of  Ireland,  fubferibe 
“ the  declaration,  and  take  and  fubferibe  the  oath  of  abjuration,  appointed 
“ by  the  Qth  claufe  of  this  act ; and  therefore  this  a6t  is  a manifeft  breach  of 
“ thofe  articles,  &c.  and  a force  upon  all  the  Roman  Catholics  therein 

comprifed,  either  to  abjure  their  religion,  or  part  with  their  birthrights, 
“ which,  by  thofe  articles,  they  were,  and  are,  as  fully  and  as  rightfully  en- 
“ titled  unto  as  any  other  fubjedts  whatever. 

“ The  10th,  11th,  12th,  13th,  and  14th  claufes  of  this  bill  (faid  he)  relate 
“ to  offices  and  employments,  which  the  Papifts  of  Ireland  cannot  hope  for 
“ the  enjoyment  of,  otherwife  than  by  grace  and  favor  extraordinary ; and 
“ therefore  do  not  fo  much  affe6t  them,  as  it  does  the  Proteftant  Dilfenters, 
“ who  (if  this  bill  pafs  into  a law)  are  equally  with  the  Papifts  deprived  of 
“ bearing  any  oftice,  civil  or  military,  under  the  government,  to  which  by 
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“ right  of  birth,  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  they  are  as  indifputably  entituled, 
“ as  any  other  Proteftant  brethren:  and  if  what  the  Irifli  did  in  the  late  dif- 
“ orders  of  this,  kingdom,  made  them  rebels,  (which  the  prefence  of  a king, 
“ they  had  before  been  obliged  to  own,  and  fwear  obedience  to,  gave  them 
“ a reafonable  colour  of  concluding  it  did  not),  yet  furely  the  Diffenters  did 
“ not  do  any  thing  to  make  them  fo;  or  to  defer ve  worfe  at  the  hands  of 
“ the  government,  than  other  Proteftants;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  more 
“ than  probable,  that  if  they,  (I  mean  the  Diffenters)  had  not  put  a fto'p  to 
“ the  career  of  the  Irifli  army  at  Ennifkillen  and  Londonderry ; the  fettle- 
“ ment  of  the  government,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  might  not  have 
“ proved  fo  eafy,  as  it  thereby  did,  for  if  that  army  had  got  to  Scotland,  (as 
“ there  was  nothing  at  that  time  to  have  hindered  them,  but  the  bravery  of 
“ thofe  people,  who  were  moftly  Diffenters,  and  chargeable  with  no  other 
“ crimes  fmce ; unlefs  their  clofe  adhering  to,  and  early  appearing  for  the 
“ then  government,  and  the  many  faithful  fervices  they  did  their  country, 
“ were  crimes)  I fay  (faid  he)  if  they  had  got  into  Scotland,  when  they  had 
“ boats,  barks,  and  all  things  elfe  ready  for  their  tranfportation,  and  a great 
“ many  friends  there  in  arms  waiting  only  their  coming  to  join  them,  it  is 
“ eafy  to  think,  what  the  confequence  ivould  have  been  to  both  thefe  king- 
“ doms;  and  thefe  Diffenters  then  were  thought  fit  for  command,  both  civil 
“ and  military,  and  were  no  lefs  inftrumental  in  contributing  to  the  re- 
“ ducing  the  kingdom,  than  any  other  Proteftants : and  to  pafs  a bill  now, 
“ to  deprive  them  of  their  birth  rights,  (for  thofe  their  good  fervices)  would 
“ furely  be  a moft  unkind  return,  and  the  worfi;  reward  ever  granted  to  a 
people,  fo  deferving.  Whatever  the  Papifts  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  de- 
“ ferved,  the  Difienters  certainly  ftand  as  clean  in  the  face  of  the  prefent  go- 
“ vernment,  as  any  other  people  whatfoever:  and  if  this  is  all  the  return  they 
“ are  like  to  get,  it  will  be  but  a fiender  encouragement,  if  ever  occafion 
“ fliould  require,  for  others  to  purfue  their  examples. 

“ By  the  15th,  l6th,  and  l/th  claufes  of  this  bill,  all  Papifts,  after  the 
24th  of  March,  1/03,  are  prohibited  from  purchafing  any  houfes  or  tenc-' 
“ ments,  or  coming  to  dwell  in  Limerick  or  Galway,  or  the  fuburbs  of  ei- 
“ ther,  and  even  fuch  as  were  under  the  articles,  and  by  virtue  thereof,  have 
“ ever  fince  lived  there,  from  flaying  there;  without  giving  fuch  fecurity 
“ as  neither  thofe  articles,  nor  any  law  heretofore  in  force,  do  require,  ex- 
“ cept  fcamen,  fifliennen,  and  day-labourers,  who  pay  not  above  forty  lliil- 
“ lings  a year  rent,  and  from  voting  for  the  election  of  members  of  parlia- 
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“ merit,  unlefs  they  take  the  oath  of  abjuration,  which,  to  oblige  them  to, 

“ is  contrary  to  the  Qth  of  Limerick  articles,  which,  as  aforefaid,  fays  the 

oath  of  allegiance,  and  no  other,  lhall  be  impofed  upon  them,  and,  unlefs 
“ they  abjure  their  religion,  takes  away  their  advowfons  and  rights  of  pre- 
“ fentation,  contrary  to  the  privilege  of  right,  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the 
“ great  charter  of  Magna  Charta;  which  provides,  that  no  man  fliall  be 
“ deffeized  of  his  birth-right,  without  committing  fome  crime  againft  the 
“ known  laws  of  the  land  in  which  he  is  born,  or  inhabits.  And  if  there 
“ was  no  law  in  force,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  againft  thefe 
“ things  fas  there  certainly  was  not),  and  if  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this 
“ kingdom  have  not  fince  forfeited  their  right  to  the  laws  that  then  were 
“ in  force  (as  for  certain  they  had  not)  then  with  humble  fubmiftion,  all 
“ the  aforefaid  claufes  and  matters  contained  in  this  bill,  intituled,  an  a6t 
“ to  prevent  the  farther  growth  of  Popery,  are  diredlly  againft  the  plain 
“ words  and  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  faid  articles,  and  a violation 
“ of  the  public  faith,  and  the  laws  made  for  their  performance;  and  what  I 
“ therefore  hope  (faid  he)  this  honourable  houfe  will  confider  accordingly.” 

Counfellor  Malone  and  Sir  Stephen  Rice,  made  difcourfes  on  the  fame 
fide ; the  latter,  not  as  a counfel,  but  as  a petitioner,  likely  to  be  aggrieved 
by  the  paffmg  of  the  faid  a6t : but  in  the  courfe  of  the  reply  to  the  argu- 
ments of  thofe  gentlemen,  it  was  objedled,  that  they  had  not  demonftrated 
how  and  M'hen  (fmce  the  making  of  the  article  of  Limerick)  the  Papifts  of 
Ireland  had  addrefted  the  queen  or  government,  when  all  other  fubjefts 
were  fo  doing,  or  had  otherwife  declared  their  fidelity  and  obedience  to  the 
queen. 

It  Avas  (among  other  things)  obferved,  that  by  a provifo  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  fecond  of  thofe  articles,  non^Avas  to  have  or  enjoy  the  benefit  thereof, 
that  fhould  refufe  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

That  any  right  Avhich  the  Papifts  pretended  to  be  taken  from  them  by  the 
bill,  Avas  in  their  own  poAver  to  remedy,  by  conforming;  as  in  prudence, 
they  ought  to  do;  and  that  they  ought  not  to  blame  any  but  themfelves. 

The  next  day  the  bill  Avas  ordered  to  be  engroffed  and  fent  to  the  lords. 

The  petitioners  having  applied  to  the  lords  alfo,  for  leave  to  be  heard  by 
their  counfel  againft  the  bill,  the  fame  Avas  granted,  and  the  fame  counfel, 
upon  Monday,  February  28th,  appeared  there,  and  offered  fuch-like  argu- 
ments as  ^hey  had  made  ufe  of  in  the  other  houfe;  they  told  their  lordfliips, 
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it  had  been  objedled  by  the  commons,  that  the  paffing  that  bill  would  not  be 
a breach  of  the  articles  of  Limerick,  as  had  been  fuggefted ; becaufe,  tlie 
perfons  therein  comprized  were  only  to  be  put  into  the  fame  hate  they  were 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  becaufe,  that  in  that  reign  there  was 
no  law  in  force  which  hindered  the  pafling  any  other  law  thought  needful  for 
the  future  fafety  of  the  government. 

That  the  commons  had  further  fayed,  that  the  paffing  this  bill  was  needful 
at  preient,  for  thefecurity  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  there  was  not  any  thing 
in  the  articles  of  Limerick  that  prohibited  their  fo  doing. 

It  was  admitted,  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  that  the  legillative  power 
cannot  be  confined  from  altering  and  making  fuch  laws  as  fliall  be  thought 
neceffary,  for  fecuring  the  quiet  and  fafety  of  the  government ; that  in  time 
of  war  or  danger,  or  when  there  fhall  be  juft  reafon  to  fufpeft  any  ill  defigns 
to  difturb  the  public  peace,  no  articles  or  previous  obligations,  fliall  tie  up 
the  hands  of  the  legiflators  from  providing  for  its  fafety,  or  bind  the  govern- 
ment from  difarming  and  fecuring  any,  who  may  be  reafonably  fufpedled  of 
favouring  or  correfponding  with  its  enemies,  or  to  be  otherwifc  guilty  of  ill 
pradtices:  “ or  indeed  to  enadt  any  other  law,”  faid  Sir  Stephen  Rice,  “ that 
“ may  be  abfolutely  needful  for  the  fafety  and  advantage  of  the  public ; fuch  a 
“ law  cannot  be  a breach  either  of  thefe,  or  any  other  like  articles.  But  then 
“ fuch  laws,  ought  to  be  in  general,  and  fhould  not  fingle  out,  or  affedt,  any 
“ one  particular  part  or  party  of  the  people,  who  gave  no  provocation  to  any 
“ fuch  law  and  whofe  condudt  flood  hitherto  unimpeached,  ever  iince  the 
“ ratification  of  the  aforefaid  articles  of  Limerick.  To  make  any  law  that 
“ fliall  fingle  any  particular  part  of  the  people  out  from  the  reft,  and  take 
“ from  them  what  had  been  confirmed  to,  and  intailed  upon  them,  will  be 
“ an  apparent  violation  of  the  originaF^iiiftitution  of  all  right,  and  an  ill 
“ precedent,  to  any  that  hereafter  might  "diflike  either  the  prefent  or  any 
“ other  fettlcment,  which  fhould  be  in  their  power  to  alter ; the  confequence 
“ of  which  is  hard  to  imagine.” 

The  lord  chancellor  having  fummed  up  all  that  had  been  offered  at  the 
bar,  the  houfe  proceeded  thereupon ; the  bill  was  read  through ; and,  to  the 
great  mortification  of  that  unhappy  party,  was  paffed,  and  upon  the  4th  of 
hlarch  obtained  the  royal  affent. 


No. 


230 


APPENDIX. 


No.  LIII. 

P rot  eft  upon  the  Schi/in  A6t  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Lords.  P.  230. 

WE  cannot  apprehend  (as  the  bill  recites)  that  great  danger  may  enfue 
from  the  Diffenters,  to  the  church  and  ftate,  becaufe,  firft  by  law  no  Diffent- 
er  is  capable  of  a ftation  which  can  be  fuppofed  to  render  him  dangerous. 

2d.  And  fmce  the  feveral  feds  of  Diffenters  differ  from  each  other  as  much 
as  they  do  from  the  eflabliflied  church,  they  can  never  form  of  themfelves  a 
national  church ; nor  have  they  any  temptation  to  fet  up  any  one  feet  among 
them : for  in  that  cafe,  all  that  the  other  fects  can  exped,  is  only  a tolera- 
tion, which  they  already  enjoy  by  the  indulgence  of  the  ftate;  and  therefore, 
it  is  their  intereft  to  fupport  the  eftabliftied  church  againft  any  other  fed 
that  would  attempt  to  deftroy  it. 

II.  If,  neverthelefs,  the  Diffenters  were  dangerous,  feverity  is  not  fo  pro- 
per and  effeduai  a method  to  reduce  them  to  the  church,  as  a charitable 
indulgence,  as  is  manifeft  by  experience,  there  having  been  more  Diflenters 
reconciled  to  the  church  fmce  the  ad  of  toleration,  than  in  all  time  fince 
the  ad  of  uniformity,  to  the  time  of  the  faid  ad  of  toleration,  and  there  is 
Icarce  one  confiderable  family  in  England  in  community  with  the  Diffenters; 
feverity  may  make  hypocrites,  but  not  converts. 

III.  If  feverity  could  be  fuppofed  ever  to  be  of  ufe,  yet  this  is  not  a pro- 
per time  for  it,  while  we  are  threatened  with  much  greater  dangers  to  the 
church  and  nation  againft  which  the  Proteftant-Diffenters  have  joined,  and 
are  ftill  willing  to  join  with  us;  by  enforcing  the  laws  againft  them,  in  a mat- 
ter which  of  all  others,  muft  moft  fenfibly  grieve  them,  viz.  the  education  of 
their  children ; which  reduces  them  to  a neceffity  either  of  breeding  them  in 
a way  they  do  not  approve,  or  of  leaving  them  without  inftrudion. 

IV.  This  muft  be  the  more  grievous  to  the  Diffenters,  becaufe  it  was  little 
expeded  from  the  members  of  the  eftabliftied  church,  after  fo  favourable  an 
indulgence  as  the  ad  of  toleration,  and  the  repeated  declarations  and  pro- 
feftions  from  the  throne,  and  former  parliaments,  againft  all  profecution, 
which  is  the  peculiar  badge  of  the  Roman  church,  which  avows  and  practi- 
fes  this  dodrine:  and  yet  this  has  not  been  retaliated  even  upon  the  Papifts, 
for  all  the  laws  made  againft  them  have  the  eft'eds  and  juft  puniftiment  of 
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treafons,  from  time  to  time  committed  againft  the  date : but  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that  this  bill  is  defigned  as  a punifhment  of  any  crime  which  the 
Proteftant-Diffenters  have  been  guilty  of  againft  the  civil  government,  or 
that  they  are  difalfe6ted  to  the  Protellant  fucceffion,  as  by  law  eftablilhed, 
for  in  this  their  zeal  is  very  confpicuous. 

V.  In  all  the  inllances  of  making  laws,  of  a rigid  execution  of  the  laws 
againft  Diffenters,  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  defign  was  to  weaken  the 
church,  and  drive  them  into  one  common  intereft  with  the  Papifts,  and  to  join 
them  in  meafures  tending  to  tlie  deftru6lion  of  it.  This  was  the  method 
fuggefted  by  Popilh  counfels,  to  prepare  them  for  the  two  fucceflive  declara- 
tions in  the  time  of  King  Charles  11.  and  the  following  one  iflued  by  King 
James  II.  to  ruin  all  our  civil  and  religious  rights:  and  we  cannot  think  that 
the  arts  and  contrivances  of  the  Papifts  to  fubvert  our  church,  are  proper 
means  to  preferve  it,  efpecially  at  a time  when  we  are  in  more  danger  of  Po- 
pery than  ever,  by  the  defigns  of  the  pretender,  fupported  by  the  mighty 
power  of  the  French  king,  who  is  engaged  to  extirpate  our  religion,  and  by 
great  numbers  in  this  kingdom,  who  are  profefledly  in  his  intereft. 

VI.  But  if  the  Diflenters  lliould  not  be  provoked  by  this  feverity,  to  con- 
cur in  the  deftru6tion  of  their  country  and  the  Proteftant  religion,  yet  we 
may  juftly  fear  they  may  be  driven  by  this  bill  from  England,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  our  manufactures,  for,  as  we  gained  them  by  the  perfecution 
abroad,  fo  we  may  lofe  them  by  the  like  proceedings  at  home. 

Laftly,  The  miferies  we  apprehend  here,  are  greatly  enhanced  by  extend- 
ing this  bill  to  Ireland,  where  the  confequences  of  it  may  be  fatal;  for  fmce 
the  number  of  Papifts  in  that  kingdom  far  exceeds  the  Proteftants  of  all  de- 
nominations together,  and  that  the  Diflenters  are  to  be  treated  as  enemies, 
or  at  leaft,  as  perfons  dangerous  to  that  church  and  ftate,  who  have  always, 
in  all  times,  joined,  and  ftill  would  join,  with  the  members  of  that  church, 
againft  the  common  enemy  of  their  religion;  and,  lince  the  army  there  is  very 
much  reduced,  Proteftants,  thus  unneceflarily  divided,  feem  to  us  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  danger  of  another  maffacre,  and  the  Proteftant  religion  in  dan- 
ger of  being  extirpated. 

And  we  may  farther  fear  that  the  feCts  in  Britain,  whofe  national  church 
is  Pretbyterian,  will  not  fo  heartily  and  zealoufly  join  Avith  us  in  our  defence, 
v/hen  they  fee  thofe  of  the  fame  nation,  fame  blood,  and  fame  religion,  fo 
hardly  treated  by  us. 
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And  this  M'ill  ftill  be  more  grievous  to  the  Proteftant-Diffenters  in  Ireland, 
becaule  whilft  the  Popidi  priefts  are  regillered,  and  fo  indulged  by  law,  as 
that  they  exercife  their  religion  without  moleflation,  that  the  laws  are  by 
this  bill  enforced  againft  them. 

Somerfet,  Dbrchefter,  Scarborough,  Nottingham,  Hallifax, 
W.  Lincoln,  Dorfet  and  Middlefex,  Sunderland,  Bolton, 
* Grafton,  Cornwallis,  Foley,  Devondiire,  Lincoln,  Somers, 
Montagu,  Radnor,  W.  Afaph,  Townfliend,  Orford,  Rock- 
ingham, Shomberb  and  Lempfter,  J.  Banger,  De  Longue- 
ville,  J.  Landaff,  Cowper. 


No.  LIV. 

To  the  King’s  Moji  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgejjes  in  Parliament 

aJJ'embled.  (P.  238.) 

Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

YOUR  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament  affembled,  befcech  your  majefty  to  believe, 
that  as  none  of  your  fubje6ls  fulfered*in  their  eflates,  lives,  liberties,  and  pro- 
perties, under  a late  Popifli  prince  and  miniftry,  in  a greater  degree  than 
your  Proteftant  fubjecls  of  this  kingdom,  fo  none  can  be  more  refolutely  de- 
termined, to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  to  fupport  and  defend  your  majefty’s 
rightful  and  latvful  title  to  the  crown  againft  the  Pretender  and  his  ad- 
herents. 

The  fupplies  which  we  have  already  given,  the  aflbeiation  we  have  entered 
into,  and  the  refolution  which  your  truly  faithful  commons  have  unani- 
moufly  taken,  upon  the  firft  intimation  of  the  Pretender's  being  landed  in 
North  Britain,  that  whatever  forces  your  majefty  fliould  think  fit  to  raife, 
or  whatever  expcnce  your  majefty  lliould  think  necelfary  for  the  defence  of 
the  kingdom,  this  houfe  would  enable  your  majefty  to  make  good  the  fame, 
will,  we  hope  be  accepted  by  your  majefty  as  the  moft  convincing  proofs 
of  our  being  entirely  and  affectionately  devoted  to  your  fervice,  and  of  our 
having  no  view  of  fafety  or  happinefs  but  from  your  government  and  pro- 
tection. 
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And  as  your  loyal  commons  have  already  done,  and  refolve  hill  to  do, 
whatever  may  appear  further  neceffary  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  Pretender 
and  his  friends,  fo  they  think  themfelves  indifpenfably  obliged,  in  difcharge 
of  that  duty,  to  lay  before  your  facred  majehy  and  their  country  the 
means  by  which  the  caufe  of  the  Pretender  has  been  promoted  in  this  king- 
dom, and  to  point  out  to  your  majefty  the  chief  authors  of  thofe  pernicious 
and  dangerous  counfels,  which  had  brought  your  majefty’s  fucceffion  and  the 
Proteftant  intereft  in  this  kino-dom  into  the  moft  imminent  danger.  Your 
faithful  commons  do  therefore  humbly  take  leave  to  acquaint  your  majefty, 
that  foon  after  the  meeting  of  the  late  parliament  in  this  kingdom,  the  then 
Ploufe  of  Commons  received  information,  that  many  Irilli  Papifts  had  been, 
and  continued  to  be  daily  ftiipped  off  from  Dublin,  and  other  ports,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Pretender ; which  traitorous  practice,  and  the  remiffnefs  ob- 
ferved  in  difcovering  or  preventing  it,  together  with  the  countenance  fliewn 
to  thofe,  who  were  remarkable  for  nothing  but  their  difaffe^lion  to  your  ma- 
jefty’s fucceflion  and  the  late  happy  revolution,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on 
that  truly  loyal  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  they  humbly  addrefled  the  late 
queen  to  remove  one  of  the  great  fupporters  of  the  Pretender’s  intereft  in 
this  kingdom  out  of  her  fervice,  and  alfo  ordered  heads  of  a bill  to  be  brought 
in  to  attaint  the  Pretender  of  high  treafon,  which  was  foon  after  done ; but 
the  houfe  was  prevented  proceeding  thereon  by  an  unfeafonable  prorogation, 
notwithftanding  they  had,  with  great  unanimity  and  chearfulnefs,  granted 
■ fuch  fupplies  as  were  defired  for  the  fupport  of  the  government. 

That  parliament  being  prorogued  in  fo  unufual  a manner,  and  for  no  other 
reafon,  that  your  commons  can  apprehend,  but  the  warm  zeal  they  exprefled 
for  your  majefty’s  fucceflion,  and  their  refolution  to  enquire  into,  and,  as  far 
as  in  them  lay,  to  prevent  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  defeat  it; 
the  next  ftep  taken  was  to  advife  her  late  majefty  to  break  a great  part  of  her 
army  in  this  kingdom,  which  wns  accordingly  done  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
ner, feveral  regiments  being  broke,  without  any  regard  to  their  fervices,  or  the 
dates  of  their  commiflion,  and  chiefly,  as  we  conceive,  for  the  fteady  ad- 
herence to  your  majefty 's  intereft  and  known  averfion  to  the  Pretender. 

Your  faithful  commons  do,  therefore,  humbly  ofler  it  to  your  majefty  as 
their  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  perfons,  who  advifed  the  irregular  breaking 
of  a great  part  of  the  army  in  this  kingdom,  immediately  after  the  unfeafon- 
able prorogation  of  the  late  parliament,  when  heads  of  a bill  to  attaint  the 
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Pretender  Avere  under  condderation  of  the  then  Houfe  of  Commons,  were  ene- 
mies to  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  and  defigned  to  bring  in  the  Pretender  and 
popery. 

And  as  we  have  prefumed  to  inform  your  majefty  of  fome  of  the  many 
fteps,  which  were  taken  to  accomplifli  thofe  traitorous  defigns,  fo  we  cannot, 
without  unfaithfulnefs  to  your  majefty,  and  thofe  whom  we  reprefent,  forbear 
to  acquaint  your  majefty,  that  your  commons,  confidering  the  whole  condiuft; 
of  the  Right  Honorable  Arthur  Earl  of  Anglefey,  and  the  great  influence  he 
had  in  the  management  of  the  afiairs  in  this  kingdom,  are  humbly  of  opinion, 
that  the  faid  Arthur  Earl  of  Anglefey  was  one  of  the  principal  advifers  of  her 
late  majefty  to  break  a great  part  of  the  army,  and  prorogue  the  late  parlia- 
ment in  this  kingdom,  and  therein  gave  pernicious  counfel  to  her  majefty, 
and  is  an  enemy  to  your  majefty  and  the  Proteftant  intereft  of  Ireland. 

Your  loyal  commons  do,  therefore,  moft  humbly  and  earneftly  entreat  your 
majefty,  that  you  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  for  the  fecurity  of  your  govern- 
ment and  this  nation,  to  remove,  at  this  critical  jundlure,  the  faid  Arthur 
Earl  of  Anglefey  from  your  council  and  offlce  of  one  of  the  vice-treafurers  in 
this  kingdom. 


No.  LV. 


The  Sentiments  of  a Chur ch-of-Tngland- Man  with  refpeB  to  Governments  by 
Dr.  Jonathan  Sw'ift.  (P.  241.) 


WE  look  upon  it  as  a very  juft  reproach,  though  we  cannot  agree  W'here 
to  fix  it,  that  there  lliould  be  fo  much  violence  and  hatred  in  religious  mat- 
ters among  men  who  agree  in  all  fundamentals,  and  only  differ  in  fome  cere- 
monies, or,  at  moft,  mere  fpeculative  points.  Yet  is  not  this  frequently  the 
cafe  between  contending  parties  in  a ftate  ? For  inftance,  do  not  the  gene- 
rality of  Whigs  and  Tories  among  us  profefs  to  agree  in  the  fame  funda- 
mentals', their  loyalty  to  the  king,  their  abjuration  of  the  pretender,  the  fet- 
tlement  of  the  crow’h  in  the  Proteftant  line,  and  a revolution-principle  ? 
their  affection  to  the  church  eftabliflied,  with  toleration  of  Diffenters  ? Nay, 
fometimes  they  go  farther,  and  pafs  over  into  each  other’s  principles ; the 
Whigs  become  great  afferters  of  the  prerogative,  and  the  Tories,  of  the  peo- 
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pie’s  liberty  ; tliefe  crying  down  almoft  the  whole  fet  of  bilhops,  and  thofe 
defending  them  : fo  that  the  differences  fairly  Hated,  would  be  much  of  a 
fort  with  thofe  in  religion  among  us,  and  amount  to  little  more  than,  w/io Jlwuld 
tahe  place,  or  go  in  and  outjirji,  or  kifs  the  king's  hand : and  what  are  thefe 
but  a few  court-ceremonies  ? or,  who  Jhould  he  in  the  minijiry  ; and  what  is 
that  to  the  body  of  the  nation,  but  a mere  fpecidatrce  point  ? Yet  I think  it 
inufi  be  allowed,  that  no  religious  fe6ls  ever  carried  their  mutual  averfions  to 
greater  heights  than  our  Hate-parties  have  done,  who,  the  more  to  inflame 
their  paflions,  have  mixed  religious  and  civil  animolities  together ; borrow- 
ing one  of  their  appellations  from  the  church,  with  the  addition  of  high  and 
low,  how  little  foever  tbeir  difputcs  relate  to  the  term,  as  it  is  generally  un- 
deiHood. 

I now  proceed  to  deliver  the  fentiments  of  a church-qf-En gland-man,  with 
rel'peft  to  government. 

He  doth  not  think  the  church  of  England  fo  narrowly  calculated,  that  it 
cannot  fall  in  with  any  regular  fpecies  of  government ; nor  doth  he  think  any 
one  regular  fpecies  of  government  more  acceptable  to  God  than  another.  The 
three  generally  received  in  the,  fchools  have,  all  of  them,  their  feveral  perfec- 
tions, and  are  fubje6t  to  their  feveral  depravations.  However,  few  Hates  are 
ruined  by  any  deleft  in  their  inftitution,  but'gencrally  by  the  corruption  of 
'manners,  againH  which  the  bejl  inftitution  is  710  longer  a fecurity,  and  with- 
out which  a very  ill  one  may  fubfift  and  flourilh ; whereof  there  are  two 
pregnant  inftances  now  in  Europe.  The  firft  is,  the  arifocracy  of  Venice ; 
A^  hich,  founded  upon  the  Arifeft  maxims,  and  digeHed  by  a great  length  of 
time,  hath  in  our  age  admitted  fo  many  abufes,  through  the  degeneracy-of 
the  nobles,  that  the  period  of  its  duration  feems  to  approach. 

The  other  is  the  united  republic  of  the  Statcs-General,  Avherc  a vein  of 
temperance,  induftry,  parHmony,  and  a public  fpirit  runnyig  through  the  Avhole 
body  of  the  people,  hath  preferved  an  infant  commonAvcalth  of  an  untimely 
birth  and  fickly  conHitution,  for  above  an  hundred  years,  through  fo  many 
dangers  and  difficulties,  as  a much  more  healthy  one  could  haA’C  neyer  ftrug- 
gled  againH  Avithout  thofe  advantages. 

V here  fecurity  of  perfon  and  property  arc  preferved  by  Iuavs,  Avhich  none 
but  the can  repeal,  there  the  great  ends  of  government  are  provided 
for,  Avhethcr  the  adminiHration  be  in  the  hands  of  one  or  of  jnajii/.  V’hcre 
•any  one  perfon  or  body  of  men,  Avho  do  not  reprefent  the  whole,  feizc  into 
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their  hands  the  power  in  the  laft  refort,  there  is  properly  no  longer  a govern- 
ment, but  what  Ariftotle  and  his  followers  call  the  ahufe  zxiA  corruption  of 
one.  This  diftindlion  excludes  arbitrary  power,  in  whatever  numbers  ; which, 
notwithftanding  all  that  Hobbes,  Filmer,  and  others,  have  faid  to  its  ad- 
vantage, I look  upon  as  a greater  evil  than  anarchy  itfelf ; as  much  as  a 
facage  is  in  a happier  ftate  of  life,  than  a Jlave  at  the  oar. 

It  is  reckoned  ill  manners,  as  well  as  unreafonable,  for  men  to  quarrel 
upon  difference  in  opinion ; becaufe  that  is  ufually  fuppofed  to  be  a thing 
which  no  man  can  help  in  himfelf.  But  this  I do  not  conceive  to  be  an  uni- 
verfal  infallible  maxim,  except  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  queftion  is  pretty- 
equally  difputed  among  the  learned  and  the  wife.  Where  it  is  otherwife,  a 
man  of  tolerable  reafon,  fome  experience,  and  willing  to  be  ihftrufted,  may 
apprehend  he  has  got  into  a wrong  opinion,  though  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
mind  and  inclination  would  perfuade  him  to  believe  it  true  ; he  may  be  con* 
vinced  that  he  is  in  an  error,  though  he  does  not  fee  ndiere  it  lies,  by  the  bad 
effects  of  it  in  the  common  conduct  of  his  life,  and  by  obferving  thofe  per- 
fons,  for  whofe  wifdom  and  goodnefs  he  hath  the  greateft  deference,  to  be  of 
a contrary  fentiment.  According  to  Hobbes’s  comparifon  of  reafoning  with 
cajting  up  accounts,  whoever  finds  a miftake  in  the  fum  total  muft  allow  him- 
felf out,  though,  after  repeated  trials,  he  may  not  fee  in  which  article  he 
has  mifreckoned.  I will  inftance  in  one  opinion,  which  I look  upon  every 
man  obliged  in  confcience  to  quit,  or  in  prudence  to  conceal ; I mean,  that 
whoever  argues  in  defence  of  abfolute  power  in  a tingle  perfon,  though  he 
offers  the  old  plaufible  plea,  that  it  is  his  opinion,  zchich  he  cannot  help,  unlefs 
he  be  convinced,  ought  in  all  free  flates  to  be  treated  as  the  common  enemy 
of  mankind.  Yet  this  is  laid  as  a heavy  charge  upon  the  clergy  of  the  two 
reigns  before  the  revolution,  who,  under  the  terms  of  pqffive  obedience  and 
non-rejlftance,  are  faid  to  have  preached  up  the  unlimited  power  of  the  prince, 
becaufe  they  found  it  a do61rine  that  pleafed  the  court,  and  made  way  for 
their  preferment.  And  I believe,  there  may  be  truth  enough  in  this  accufa- 
tion  to  convince  us,  that  human  frailty  will  too  often  interpofe  itfelf  among 
perfons  of  the  holieft  fundtion.  However,  it  may  be  offered  in  excufe  for 
the  clergy,  that  in  the  beft  focieties  there  are  fome -ill  members,  Avhich  a cor- 
rupted court  and  miniftry  will  induftriouTiy  find  out  and  introduce.  Befides, 
it  is  manifeft,  that  the  greater  number  of  thofe  who  held  and  preached  this 
do61rine,  were  mifguided  by  equivocal  terms,  and  by  perfe^  ignorance  in 
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the  principles  of  government,  which  they  had  not  made  any  part  of  their 
fttidy.  The  queftion  originally  put,  and  as  I remember  to  have  heard  it  dif- 
puted  in  public  fchools,  was  this.  Whether,  under  any  pretence  whatfoever, 
it  may  be  laucfid  to  rejiji  the  fupreme  rnagijirate  ? which  was  held  in  the  ne- 
gative ; and  this  is  certainly  the  right  opinion.  But  many  of  the  clergy, 
and  other  learned  men,  deceived  by  a dubious  expreffion,  miftook  the  objed 
to  which  pajjive  obedience  was  due.  By  the  fupreme  magiftrate  is  properly 
underllood  the  legifative  power,  vdiich  in  all  governments  muft  be  abfolute 
and  unlimited.  But  the  word  magiftrate  feeming  to  denote  a Jingle  perfon^ 
and  to  exprefs  the  executive  power,  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  obedience  due 
to  the  legifature  was  for  want  of  knowing  or  confidering  this  eafy  diftinc 
tion,  mifapplied  to  the  adminijiration.  Neither  is  it  any  wonder,  that  the 
clergy  or  other  well-meaning  people  flrould  fall  into  this  error  which  deceiv- 
ed Hobbes  himfelf  fo  far,  as  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  the  political  mif- 
takes  in  his  books ; where  he  perpetually  confounds  the  executive  with  the 
legifatixe  power ; though  all  well  inftituted  hates  have  ever  placed  them  in 
ditFerent  hands  ; as  may  be  obvious  to  thofe,  who  know  any  thing  of  Athens, 
Sparta,  Thebes,  and  other  republics  of  Greece,  as  ^v^ell  as  the  greater  ones 
of  Carthage  and  Pvoine. 

Befides,  it  is  to  be  confdered,  that  AV'hen  thefe  doctrines  began  to  be 
preached  among  us,  the  kingdom  had  not  quite  worn  out  the  memory  of 
that  horrid  rebellion,  under  the  confequences  of  which  it  had  groaned  almoh 
twenty  years.  And  a weak  prince,  in  conjundlion  with  a fuccelfion  of  mofl 
proftitute  minihers,  began  again  to  difpofe  the  people  to  new  attempts,  which 
it  was,  no  doubt,  the  clergy’s  duty  to  endeavour  to  prevent ; though  fome 
of  them,  for  want  of  knowledge  in  temporal  affairs,  and  others,  perhaps, 
fi  om  a worfe  principle,  proceeded  upon  a topic,  that,  ftri6tly  followed,  would 
inflave  all  mankind. 

Among  other  theological  arguments  made  ufe  of  in  thofe  times  in 
praife  of  monarchy,  and  juftif  cation  of  abfolute  obedience  to  a prince,  there 
feemed  to  be  one  of  a fingular  nature.  It  was  urged,  that  heaxen  was  go- 
verned by  a monarch,  who  had  none  to  controul  his  power,  but  was  abfolutely 
obeyed : then  it  followed,  that  earthly  governments  were  the  more  perfect, 
the  nearer  they  imitated  the  government  in  heaven.  All  which  I look  upon 
as  the  ftrongeft  argument  againft  defpotic  power  that  ever  was  offered  ; fince 
no  reafon  can  poflibly  be  affigned,  why  it  is  befl  for  the  world,  that  God 
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Almighty  hatli  fuch  a power,  which  cloth  not  direclly  prove  that  no  mortal 
man  ihould  ever  have  the  like. 

But  though  a churdi-oj'-England-man  thinks  every  fpecies  of  government 
equally  laxvj'ul,  he  does  not  think  them  ecjually  expedient ; or  for  ever}^  coun- 
try indifferently.  There  may  be  fomething  in  the  climate,  naturally  difpof- 
ing  men  towards  one  fort  of  obedience ; as  it  is  manifeft  all  over  Afia,  where 
we  never  read  of  any  commonwealth,  except  fome  fmall  ones  on  the  weftern 
coafts  eftablilhed  by  the  Greeks.  There  may  be  a great  deal  in  the  fituation 
of  a country,  and  in  the  prcfent  genius  of  the  people.  It  hath  been  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  temperate  climates  ufually  run  into  moderate  governments,  and 
the  e.xtremes  into  defpotic  poAver.  It  is  a remark  of  Hobbes,  that  the  jmuth 
of  England  are  corrupted  in  their  principles  of  government,  by  reading  the 
authors  of  Greece  and  Rome,  who  writ  under  commonwealths.  But  it 
might  haA’e  been  more  fairly  offered  for  the  honor  of  liberty,  that  while  the 
reft  of  the  known  world  Avas  over-run  Avith  the  arbitrary  government  of  fin- 
gle  pcrfons,  arts  and  fciences  took  their  rife,  and  flouriflied,  only  in  thofe 
feAV  fmall  territories  A\'here  the  people  Avere  free.  And  though  learning  may 
continue  after  liberty  is  lofr,  as  it  did  in  Rome,  for  a Avhile,  upon  the  foun- 
dations laid  under  the  commonAA'ealth,  and  the  particular  patronage  of  fome 
emperors,  yet  it  hardly  ever  began  under  a tyranny  in  any  nation  : becaufe 
Jlaxery  is,  of  all  things,  the  greateft  clog  and  obftacle  to  fpeculat ion.  And, 
indeed,  arbitrary  poArer  is  but  the  firft  natural  ftcp  from  anarchy,  or  the 
favage  life;  the  adjufting poxcer  and  freedom  being  an  effect  and confequence 
of  maturer  thinking : and  this  is  no  Avhere  fo  duly  regulated  as  in  a limited 
monarchy;  becaufe  I believe  it  may  pafs  fora  maxim  in  ftate,  that  the  ad- 
minijlration  cannot  be  placed  in  too  few  hands,  nor  the  legijlature  in  ^oomany. 
Noav',  in  this  material  point  the  conftitution  of  the  Engliih  goA’ernment  far 
exceeds  all  others  at  this  time  on  the  earth  ; to  Avhich  the  prefent  eftablifli- 
ments  of  the  church  doth  fo  happily  agree,  that,  I think,  Avhoever  is  an 
enemy  to  either,  muft  of  neceffity'  be  fo  to  both. 

He  thinks  as  our  monarchy  is  conftitutcd,  an  hereditary  right  is  much  to 
be  preferred  before  eleBion : becaufe  the  goA’ernment  here,  efpecially  by 
lome  late  amendments,  is  fo  regularly  difpofed  in  all  its  parts,  that  it  almoft 
executes  itfelf ; and  therefore,  upon  the  death  of  a prince  among  us,  the  ad- 
ininiftration  goes  on  Avithout  any  rub  or  interruption.  For  the  fame  reafons, 
we  have  lefs  to  apprehend  from  the  wealmefs  or  fury  of  our  monarchs,  Avho 
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Iiave  fuch  Mafe  councils  to  guide  the  firft,  and  laws  to  reftrain  the  other. 
And  therefore  this  hereditary  right  tliould  be  kept  fo  facrcd,  as  never  to 
break  the  fucceffion,  unlefs  where  the  preferving  it  may  endanger  the  con- 
ftitution  ; which  is  not  from  any  intrinfic  merit  or  unalienable  right  in  a par- 
ticular family,  but  to  avoid  the  confequences  that  ufually  attend  the  ambi- 
tion of  competitors,  to  which  elective  kingdoms  are  expofed  ; and  which  is 
the  only  obftacle  to  hinder  them  from  arriving  at  the  greateft  peifeftion  that 
government  can  polTibly  reach.  Hence  appears  the  abfurdity  of  that  dif- 
tin6lion  between  a king  de  fa8o  and  one  de  jure,  Avith  refpeft  to  us.  For 
every  limited  monarch  is  a king  dejure  ; becaufe  he  governs  by  the  confent 
of  the  ivhole,  Avhich  is  authority  fufficient  to  abolifh  all  precedent  right.  If 
a king  come  in  by  conqueji,  he  is  no  longer  a limited  monarch;  if  he  afterwards 
confent  to  limitations,  he  becomes  immediately  king  de  jure,  for  the  fame 
reafon. 

The  great  advocates  for  fucceffion,  who  affirm  it  ought  not  to  be  violated 
upon  any  regard  or  confideration  Avhatfoever,  do  infill:  much  upon  one  argu- 
ment, that  feems  to  carry  little  weight.  They  Avould  have  it,  that  a crown 
is  a prince’s  birth-right,  and  ought  at  leaft  to  be  as  well  fecured  to  him  and 
his  pollerity,  as  the  inheritance  of  any  private  man ; in  Ihort,  that  he  has 
the  fame  title  to  his  kingdom,  Avhich  every  individual  has  to  his  property. 
Now,  the  confequence  of  this  doctrine  mull;  be,  that  as  a man  may  find 
feveral  ways  to  w'afte,  mif-fpend,  or  abufe  his  patrimony,  Avithout  being  an- 
fwerable  to  the  laivs  ; fo  a king  may  in  like  manner  do  Avhat  he  Avill  with  his 
own ; that  is,  he  may  fquander  and  mifapply  his  reA’enues,  and  even  alienate 
the  crown,  Avithout  being  called  to  an  account  by  his  fubjedts.  They  alloAV 
fuch  a prince  to  be  guilty  indeed  of  much  folly  and  Avickednefs ; but  for 
thefe  he  is  anfwerable  to  God,  as  every  private  man  mull;  be  that  is  guilty  of 
mifmanagement  in  his  OAvm  concerns.  Noav,  the  folly  of  this  reafoning  AV’ill 
beft  appear,  by  applying  in  it  a parallel  cafe.  Should  any  man  argue,  that  a 
phyfician  is  fuppofed  to  underftand  his  own  art  bell ; that  the  laAV  protedls 
and  encourages  his  profeffion  ; and  therefore,  although  he  lliould  manifeftly 
preferibe  poifon  to  all  his  patients,  Avhereof  they  lliould  immediately  die,  he 
cannot  be  juftly  pimilhed,  but  is  anfwerable  only  to  God:  or  lliould  the 
fame  be  olfered  in  behalf  of  a divine,  Avho  Avould  preach  againft  religion  and 
moral  duties : in  either  of  thefe  t)|^'o  cafes  every  body  Avould  find  out  the 
fophiftry,  and  prefently  anfwer,  that  although  common  men  are  not  cxafitly 
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ilvilled  iii’tlie  compofition  or  application  of  medicines,  or  in  prefcribing  tlie 
limits  of  duty  ; yet  the  difference  between  poifoiis  and  remedies  is  eafily  known 
by  their  effedts ; and  common  reafon  foon  diftinguifhes  between  mrtiie  and 
xice : and  it  mufl  be  neceffary  to  forbid  both  thefe  tlie  further  pradtice  of 
their  profeflions,  becaufe  their  crimes  are  not  purely  perfonal  to  the  phyfician 
or  the  divine,  but  deftrudlive  to  the  public.  All  which  is  infinitely  ftronger 
in  refpedl  to  a prince,  m whofe  good  or  ill  condudt  the  happinefs  or  mifery  of 
a whole  nation  is  included  : whereas  it  is  of  fmall  confequence  to  the  public, 
farther  than  example,  how  any  private  perfon  manageth  his  property. 

But  granting  that  the  right  of  a lineal  fucceffor  to  a crown  were  upon  the 
fame  toot  with  property  of  a fubjedl ; ftill  it  may  at  any  time  be  transferred 
by  the  legiflative  power,  as  other  properties  frequently  are.  The  fupreme 
power  in  a hate  can  do  no  "wrong ; becaufe  whatever  that  doth,  is  the  adtion 
of  all ; and  when  the  lawyers  apply  this  maxim  to  the  king,  they  miift  un- 
■derfland  it  only  in  that  fenfe,  as  he  is  adminiftrator  of  the  fupreme  power : 
otherwife  it  is  not  univerfally  true,  but  may  be  controlled  in  feveral  inftances, 
cafy  to  produce. 

And  thefe  are  the  topics  we  muft  proceed  upon  to  juftlfy  our  exclufion  of 
the  young  pretender  in  France ; that  of  his  fufpedled  birth  being  merely  po- 
pular, and  therefore  not  made  ufe  of,  as  I remember,  fince  the  revolution, 
in  any  fpeech,  vote,  or  proclamation,  where  there  was  occafion  to  mention 
-him. 

As  to  the  abdication  of  King  James,  which  the  advocates  on  that  fide  look 
upon  to  have  been  forcible  and  unjuft,  and  confequently  void  in  itfelf,  I 
think  a man  may  obferve  every  article  of  the  Englifli  church,  without  be- 
ing in  much  pain  about  it.  It  is  not  unlikely,  that  all  doors  were  laid  open 
for  his  departure,  and  perhaps  not  without  the  privity  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  ; as  reafon  ably  concluding,  that  the  kingdom  might  be  better  fettled 
dn  his  abfence.  But  to  affirm  he  had  any  caufe  to  apprehend  the  fame  treat- 
ment with  his  father,  is  an  improbable  fcandal  flung  upon  the  nation  by  a 
few  bigotted  French  fcribblers,  or  the  invidious  aflertion  of  a ruined  party  at 
home  in  the  bitternefs  of  their  fouls  ; not  one  material  circumftance  agreeing 
with  thofe  in  l648  ; and  the  greateft  part  of  the  nation  having  preferved  the 
utmoft  horror  for  that  ignominious  murder.  But  whether  his  removal  were 
■caufed  by  his  own  fears,  or  other  men’s  artifices,  it  is  manifeft  to  me,  that, 
iuppofmg  the  throne  to  be  vacant,  which  was  the  foot  the  nation  went  upon, 
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the  body  of  the  people  tjoas  thereupon  left  at  liberty  to  chife  what  form  of  go- 
vernment they  pleafed,  by  themfelves,  or  their  reprefentatives. 

The  only  difficulty  of  any  weight  againft  the  proceedings  at  the  revolu- 
tion, is  an  obvious  objedtion,  to  which  the  writers  upon  that  fubjedl  have  not 
yet  given  a diredl  or  fufficient  anfwer;  as  if  they  were  in  pain  at  fome  con- 
fcquences,  which  they  apprehend  thofe  of  the  contrary  opinion  might  draw 
from  it.  I will  repeat  this  objedtion  as  it  was  offered  me  fome  time  ago ; 
with  all  its  advantages,  by  a very  pious,  learned,  and  worthy  gentleman  of 
the  nonjuring  party.* 

The  force  of  his  argument  turned  upon  this,  that  the  laws  made  by  the  fu- 
preme  power  cannot  otherwife  than  by  the  fupreme  power  be  annulled ; that 
this  confifting  in  England  of  a king,  lords,  and  commons,  whereof  each  have  a 
negative  voice,  no  two  of  them  can  repeal  or  enadt  a law,  without  confent  of 
the  third  ; much  lefs  may  any  one  of  them  be  entirely  excluded  from  its  part 
of  the  legihature  by  a vote  of  the  other  two : that  all  thefe  maxims  were 
openly  violated  at  the  revolution  ; where  an  affembly  of  the  nobles  and  peo- 
ple, not  fummoned  by  the  king’s  writ,  (which  was  an  effential  part  of  the 
conftitution),  and  confequently  no  lawful  meeting,  did,  merely  upon  their 
own  authority,  declare  the  king  to  have  abdicated  the  throne  vacant;  and 
gave  the  crown  by  vote  to  a nephew,  when  there  were  three  children  to  in- 
herit ; though  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  realm  the  next  heir  is  imme- 
diately to  fucceed.  Neither  doth  it  appear,  how  a prince’s  abdication  can 
make  any  other  fort  of  vacancy  in  the  throne,  than  would  be  caufed  by  his 
death ; fince  he  cannot  abdicate  for  his  children,  (who  claim  their  right  of 
fucceffion  by  adt  of  pailiament),  otherwife  than  by  his  own  confent,  in  form, 
to  a bill  from  the  two  houfes. 

And  this  is  the  difficulty  that  feems  chiefly  to  ftick  v'ith  the  moft  rcafon- 
able  of  thofe,  who,  from  a mere  fcruple  of  confcience,  refufe  to  join  with  us 
upon  the  revolution-principle;  but  for  the  reft  are,  I believe,  as  far  from 
loving  arbitrary  government  as  any  others  can  be,  who  are  born  under  a free 
conftitution,  and  are  allowed  to  have  the  Icaft  fhare  of  common  good  fenfe. 

In  this  objedtion  there  are  two  queftions  included,  Firft,  Whether,  upon 
the  foot  of  our  conftitution,  as  it  ftood  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King  James, 
a king  of  England  may  be  depofed  ? The  fecond  is.  Whether  the  people  of 

* Mr.  Nelfon,  author  of  the  Feafts  and  Fafts  of  the  Church  of  England. 
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England,  convened  by  their  own  authority,  after  the  king  had  withdrawn 
hiinfelf  in  the  manner  he  did,  liad  power  to  alter  tlie  fucceflion  ? 

As  for  the  firft,  it  is  a point  I lliall  not  prefume  to  determine;  and  diall 
therefore  only  fay,  that  to  any  man  Avho  holds  the  negative,  I would  demand 
the  liberty  of  putting  the  cafe  as  ftrongly  as  I pleafed.  I will  fuppofe  a prince 
limited  by  laws  like  ours,  yet,  running  into  a thoufand  caprices  of  cruelty, 
like  Nero  or  Calligula;  I will  fuppofe  him  to  murder  his  mother  and  his  wife; 
to  commit  inceft,  to  ravidi  matrons,  to  blow  up  the  fenate,  and  burn  his 
metropolis  ; openly  to  renounce  God  and  Chrift,  and  worlliip  the  Devil : 
thefe,  and  the  like  exorbitancies,  are  in  the  power  of  a fingle  perfon  to  com- 
mit without  the  advice  of  a miniftry,  or  affiftance  of  an  army.  And  if  fuch 
a king  as  I have  defcribed,  cannot  be  depofed  but  by  his  own  confent  in  par- 
liament, I do  not  well  fee  how  he  can  be  rejijltd*  or  what  can  be  meant  by 
a limited  monarchy  ; or  what  fignifies  the  people's  confent  in  making  and  re- 
j)ealing  laws,  if  the  perfon  who  adminihers  hath  no  tie  but  confcience,  and 
is  anfwerable  to  none  but  God.  I defire  no  Wronger  proof  that  an  opinion 
muft  be  falfe,  than  to  find  very  great  abfurdities  annexed  to  it;  and  there 
cannot  be  greater  than  in  the  prefent  cafe;  for  it  is  not  a bare  fpeculation, 
that  kings  may  run  into  fuch  enormities  as  are  above  mentioned  ; the  prac- 
tice may  be  proved  by  examples,  not  only  drawn  from  the  firll  Cafars,  or 
latter  emperors,  but  many  modern  princes  of  Europe;  fuch  as  Peter  the 
Cruel,  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  John  Bafilovits  of  JNIufcovy  : and,  in  our  own 
nation.  King  John,  Richard  III.  and  Henry  VIII.  But  there  cannot  be 
equal  abfurdities  fuppofed  in  maintaining  the  contrary  opinion  ; becaufe  it 
is  certain,  that  princes  have  it  in  their  power  to  keep  a majority  on  their  fide 
by  any  tolerable  adminiflration,  till  provoked  by  continual  oppreffions ; no 
man  indeed  can  then  anfwer  where  the  madnefs  of  the  people  will  ftop. 

As  to  the  fccond  part  of  the  objedlion.  Whether  the  people  of  England,  con- 
vened by  their  own  authority,  upon  King  James’s  precipitate  departure,  had 
power  to  alter  the  fuccelTion. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  I think  it  is  manifeft  from  the  pradlice  of  tlie  Mdfeft  na- 
tions, and  who  feem  to  have  had  the  trueft  notions  of  freedom,  that  when  a 
prince  was  laid  afide  for  mal-adminiftration,  the  nobles  and  people,  if  they 
thought  it  necelfary  for  the  public  weal,  did  refume  the  adminiftration  of  the 
fupreme  power,  {the  power  itfelf  haring  been  always  in  them),  and  did  not 
only  alter  the  fuccclTion,  but  often  the  very  form  of  government  too  : be- 
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caufe  tliey  believed  there  was  no  natural  right  in  one  man  to  govern  another, 
but  that  all  was  by  injlitiition,  force,  or  confent.  Thus,  the  cities  of  Greece, 
when  they  drove  out  their  tyrannical  kings,  either  chofe  others  from  a new- 
family,  or  abolillied  the  kingly  government,  and  became  free  Hates.  Thus 
the  Romans,  upon  the  expulfion  of  Tarquin,  found  it  inconvenient  for  them 
to  be  fubje6l  any  longer  to  the  pride,  the  Inji,  the  cruelty  and  arbitrary  will 
of  Jingle  perfons ; and  therefore,  hy  general  confent,  entirely  altered  thewhole 
frame  oj'  their  government.  Nor  do  I hnd  the  proceedings  of  either,  in  tliis 
point,  to  have  been  condemned  by  any  hiftorian  of  the  fucceeding  ages. 

But  a great  deal  hath  been  already  faid  by  other  writers  upon  this  mvidious 
and  beaten  fubjefi-,  therejore  I Jhall  let  it  Jail',  though  the  point  is  commonly 
mijiaken,  efpecially  by  the  lawyers ; who,  oJ'  all  others,  feem  leajl  to  under- 
Jtand  the  nature  of  government  in  general ; like  under -workmen,  who  are  ex- 
pert enough  at  making  a fugle  wheel  in  a clock,  but  are  utterly  ignorant  how 
to  adjuf  the  feveral  parts,  or  regulate  the  movements. 

To  return,  therefore,  from  this  digrellion  : It  is  a church-of-Bngland-man' s 
opinion,  that  the  freedom  of  a nation  confifts  in  an  abfolute  unlimited  legif- 
lative  power  wherein  the  whole  body  of  the  people  are  fairly  reprefented,  and 
in  an  executive  duly  limited ; becaufc  on  this  fide  likewife  there  may  be  dan- 
gerous degrees,  and  a very  ill  extreme.  For  when  two  parties  in  a ftate  arc 
j)retty  equal  in  power,  pretenfions,  merit,  and  virtue,  (for  thefe  two  laft  are, 
Avith  relation  to  parties  and  a court,  quite  difierent  things),  it  hath  been  the 
opinion  of  the  bell  Avriters  iqAon  government,  that  a prince  ought  not  in  any 
fort  to  be  under  the  guidance  or  influence  of  cither;  becaufc  he  declines  by 
this  means,  from  his  office  of  prefiding  over  the  whole,  to  be  the  head  of  a 
party  : Avhich,  befides  the  indignity,  renders  him  anfwerable  for  all  public 
milhianagements,  and  the  confcqucnces  of  them  ; and  in  A\-hatcvcr  ftate  this 
happens,  there  inuft  cither  be  a Aveaknefs  in  the  prince  or  minifiry,  or  clfe  the 
former  is  too  much  reftrained  by  the  nobles,  or  thole  who  reprefent  the 
people. 

To  conclude:  A church-nf-England-man  may,  with  prudence  and  a good 
confcience,  approve  the  profef  'ed  principles  of  one  party  more  than  the  other, 
according  as  he  thinks  they  bef  promote  the  good  oJ'  church  and fate-,  but  he 
will  never  be  fwayed  by  paf  ion  or  interef  to  advance  an  opinion,  merely  be- 
caufe  it  is  that  of  the  party  he  mof  approves ; which  one  fugle  principle  he 
looks  upon  as  the  root  of  all  our  civil  unimofities.  To  enter  into  a party,  as 
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into  an  order  of  Friars,  witli  fo  refigned  an  obedience  to  fupenors,  is  very 
unlliitable  both  with  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  we  fo  zealouOy  affert. 
Thus  the  underftandings  of  a whole  fenate  are  often  inflaved  by  three  or  four 
leaders  on  each  fide;  who,  inftead  of  intending  the  public  weal,  have  their 
hearts  wholly  fet  upon  ways  and  means  hoxo  to  get  or  to  keep  employments. 
But,  to  fpeak  more  at  large,  how  has  this  fpirit  of  fact  mingled  itfelf  with 
the  mafs  of  the  people,  changed  their  nature  and  manners,  and  the  eery  ge- 
nius of  the  nation  P bi'oke  all  the  lazes  of  charity,  neighbourhood,  allmice, 
and  hofpitality,  defroyed  all  ties  of  friendjhip,  and  divided  families  againft 
themfelves  F And  no  wonder  it  diould  be  fo,  when,  in  order  to  find  out  the 
character  of  a perfon,  inftead  of  enquiiing  whether  he  be  a man  of  virtue, 
honor,  piety,  wit,  good  fenfe,  or  learning  ; the  modern  queftion  is  only. 
Whether  he  be  a JVhig  or  a Tory  f under  which  terms  all  good  and  ill  qua- 
lities are  included. 

Now,  becaufe  it  is  a point  of  difficulty  to  chufe  an  exadl  middle  between 
two  ill  extremes,  it  may  be  worth  enquiring,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  which  of 
thefe  a wife  and  good  man  would  rather  feem  to  avoid.  Taking  therefore 
their  own  good  and  ill  charadlers,  with  due  abatements  and  allowances  for 
partiality  and  paffion,  I fiiould  think,  that,  in  order  to  preferve  the  confti- 
tution  entire  in  church  and  ftate,  whoever  hath  a true  value  for  both  would 
be  fure  to  avoid  the  extremes  of  Whig  for  the  fake  of  the  former,  and  the 
extremes  of  Tory  on  account  of  the  latter. 

I have  now  faid  all  that  I could  think  convenient  upon  fo  nice  a fubjedt, 
and  find  I have  the  ambition  Avith  other  common  reafoners,  to  Avilli  at  leaft  that 
both  parties  may  think  me  in  the  right ; AA'liich  Avould  be  of  fome  ufe  to  thofe 
Avho  have  any  virtue  left,  but  are  blindly  draAvn  into  the  extravagancies  of 
either,  upon  falfe  reprefentations,  to  ferve  the  ambition  or  malice  of  defign- 
ing  men,  Avithout  any  profpedl  of  their  oAvn.  But  if  that  is  not  to  be  hoped 
for,  my  next  Aviihlhould  be,  that  both  might  think  me  m thezvrong : Avhich 
I Avould  underhand  as  an  ample  juftification  of  myfelf,  and  a fure  gound  to 
believe,  that  I have  proceeded  at  leaft  Avith  impartiality,  and  perhaps  Avith 
truth. 
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No.  LVI. 

The  late  Duke  of  Leeds's  Reafons  for  protejiing  againji  a Vote  of  the  Hoiife 

of  Lords  in  England,  which  declared  a Trial  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in 

Ireland  to  he  coram  non  Judice.  {Page  248.) 

I.  BECAUSE  upon  the  conqueft  of  Ireland  by  Henry  the  Second,  he  in- 
troduced the  laws  of  England  into  that  kingdom,  and  fent  them  over  the 
modus  tenendi  parliamenta,  in  terminis,  the  fame  with  that  of  England ; in 
which  record  it  is  faid,  that  fucli  things  may  be  examined  and  corredled  in 
pleno  parliamento  id  non  alibi. 

II.  Becaufe  in  the  30th  year  of  King  Henry  the  Third  it  was  provided, 
that  all  the  laws  and  cuftoms  which  are  enjoyed  in  England  fliall  be  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  faid  lands  fliall  be  fubjedl  thereto,  and  governed  thereby,  fcut 
Dominus  Johannes  cum  ultimo  eJJ'et  in  Hibernia  fatuit  id-  fieri  mandavit ; id 
quod  omnia  brevia  de  communi  jure  qiue  currant  in  Anglia  fmiliter  currant  in 
Hibernia. 

HI.  Becaufe  it  appears  by  other  antient  records,  Quod  terra  Hibernim,  in- 
tra  fe  habet  omnes  id  omnimodas  curias  prout  in  Anglia. 

lY.  Becaufe  King  Edward  the  Third,  in  the  29th  year  of  his  reign,  or- 
dained, for  the  quiet  and  good  government  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  that  all 
cafes  whatfoever,  errors  in  judgments,  records,  and  procefs  in  the  courts  of 
Ireland,  fliall  be  corrected  and  amended  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland. 

V.  Becaufe  a conqueror,  by  the  laws  of  England,  and  of  nations,  having 
power  to  introduce  what  laws  he  will  in  the  conquered  country  ; And  Henry 
the  Second,  purfuant  to  that  power,  having  introduced  the  laws  of  England, 
and  particularly  that  of  holding  parliaments  in  Ireland,  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
in  parliament  in  Ireland,  may  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  judicially  fuch 
matters,  which  fliall  be  brought  before  them,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  lords 
in  parliament  in  England. 

VI.  Becaufe,  purfuant  to  many  concefiions  made  by  King  Henry  the  Se- 
cond, King  John,  King  Henry  the  Third,  and  other  kings  of  England,  the  lords 
of  parliament  of  Ireland  have  proceeded  to  corredt  and  amend  errors  in 
judgment,  and  decrees  in  the  courts  of  Ireland ; as  appears  by  the  feveral 
precedents  certified  over  to  your  lordlhips,  and  their  judgments  never  before 
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called  in  queftlon  ; many  of  them  being  irregular,  and  therefore  prefumed  to 
have  been  by  a good  and  lawful  jurifdiction  ; otherwife  they  would  have  been, 
by  our  anceftors,  who  were  zealous  alfertors  of  their  rights,  long  before  this, 
called  in  queftion. 

V^II.  The  order  declaring,  that  the  appeal  was,  coram  nonjudice,  and  null 
and  void,  will  call  all  other  judgments  and  decrees  in  queftion,  under  which 
many  eftates  have  been  purchafed,  fettled,  and  enjoyed,  which  will  be  of  fatal 
confequences  to  many  families,  and  create  difcontent  and  diflatisfaftion  in 
that  kingdom. 

VIII.  Becaufe  the  declaring  the  faid  appeal  to  be  coram  nonjudice,  and  null 
and  void,  ftrikesatand  tendstothedeftrueiion  of  this  houfe:  for  Ireland  having 
omnes  omnbnodas  curias  prout  in  Anglia,  muft  include  the  high  court  of 
parliament ; and  being  an  e.xaft  picture  of  the  high  court  of  parliament  in 
England,  if  they  cannot  judicially  hear  and  determine  appeals,  writs  of  er- 
ror, and  impeachments,  it  may  be  from  thence  alledged  we  cannot  here. 

IX.  Becaufe  the  peers  of  Ireland  had  little  elfe  left  them  but  their  judi- 
cature, which,  if  taken  away,  will  be  of  little  efteem  there,  many  of  the 
peers  of  England  having  fome  of  their  titles  of  honor  from  that  kingdom. 

X.  Becaufe  this  refolution  ftrikes  at  and  alrridges  the  king's  prerogative  in 
Ireland  ; all  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  parliament  being  coram  rege  in  par- 
liamento.  And  therefore  thefe  words,  coram  non  judice,  take  from  the  king 
the  judicial  power,  which  is  given  him  there. 

XI.  Becaufe  it  is  the  glory  of  the  Englilh  laws  and  the  bleffing  attending 
the  Engliflnnen,  that  they  have  juftice  adminiftered  at  their  doors,  and  not 
to  be  drawn,  as  formerly,  to  Home  by  appeals,  which  giTatly  impoA'erifhed  the 
nation  : and  by  this  order,  the  peojrle  of  Ireland  muft  be  drawn  from  Ireland 
hither,  whenfoever  they  receive  any  injuftice  from  the  chancery  there,  by 
v Inch  means  poor  men  muft  be  trampled  on,  as  not  being  able  to  come  over 
to  feek  juftice. 

XII.  The  danger  of  altering,  changing,  or  leflening  a conftitution  (for 
above  five  hundred  years  unftiaken,  or  fo  much  as  called  in  queftion,)  in 
any  one  thing,  the  cuftom  and  ufage  of  courts  being  the  law  of  courts,  may 
occafion  the  deftru6lion  of  the  whole.  The  judicial  power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  of  Ireland,  in  criminal  caufes,  by  v^ay  of  impeachment,  and  otherwife, 
may,  by  the  fame  reafon,  be  called  in  queftion,  as  their  judicature  in  civil 
caufes,  which  will  encourage  evil  difpofed  men,  efpecially  thofe  in  employ- 
ment 
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ment  in  that  kingdom,  who  are  generally  very  arbitrary,  to  a6t  wickedly  : and 
the  better  we  prelerve  the  conftitution  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  Plantations  de- 
pendent on  England,  the  better  we  diall  preferve  our  own  ; and  they  will  be 
a barrier  to  burs,  to  prevent  any  invafions  of  theirs.  And  fmee  the  kings  of 
England  have,  in  all  times  in  matters  relating  to  the  revenue,  made  their 
grants,  by  letters  patent,  and  not  only  impowered  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
to  hear,  corre6t,  reform,  and  amend  them,  but  alfo  acquiefeed  in  their  judg 
inents,  it  ought  not  now  to  be  queftioned, 

XIII.  Becaufe  this  taking  away  the  jurifdi6tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in 
Ireland,  may  be  the  means  to  difquiet  the  Lords  there,  and  difappoint  the 
King’s  affairs ; 

XIV.  Becaufe  the  judicial  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland  is,  in  no 
refpe6f.,  altered  by  an  a6t  of  parliament.  The  ftatute  of  the  10th  of  Henry 
7 th,  cap.  4.  called  Poyning’s  Law,  only  diredls  anew  form  of  paffmg  bills 
into  laws,  but  alters  nothing  of  the  judicial  power;  but  neither  allows  or 
enables  them  to  make  the  laws  as  they  pleafe  : and  this  will  as  well  hold  againft 
the  jurifdi6tion  of  this  Houfe,  which  ought  not  to  be  fuffered. 

Leeds. 


No.  LVI. 

A Letter  from  Primate  to  the  Bijhop  of  London,  relating  to  the 

Difenters  Complaints  of  Tythes.  (P.  278.) 

]\Iy  Lord,  T)nhlin,  March  13,  1728. 

AS  we  have  had  reports  here  that  the  Irifh  gentlemen  in 
London  would  have  the  great  burthen  of  tithes  thought  one  of  the  chief 
grievances,  that  occafion  fuch  numbers  of  the  people  of  the  north  going  to 
America,  I have  for  fome  time  defigned  to  write  to  your  lordfliip  on  that 
fubje6t. 

But  a memorial  lately  delivered  in  here  by  the  Dilfenting  minifters  of  this 
place,  containing  the  caufes  of  this  defertion,  as  reprefented  to  them  by  the 
letters  of  their  brethren  in  the  north,  (which  memorial  we  have  lately  fent 
over  to  my  lord  lieutenant),  mentioning  the  oppreflion  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
courts  about  tithes  as  one  of  their  great  grievances;  I found  myfelf  under  a 
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iieceffity  of  troubling  your  lordlliip  on  this  occafion  with  a true  ftate  of  that 
affair,  and  of  defiring  your  lordfliip  to  difcourfe  with  the  minihry  about  it. 

Tlie  gentlemen  of  this  country  have  ever  fmce  I came  hither  been  talking 
to  others,  and  perfuading  their  tenants,  who  complained  of  the  exceffivenefs 
of  their  rents,  that  it  was  not  the  paying  too  much  rent,  hut  too  much  tithe 
that  impoveriflied  them.:  and  the  notion  foon  took  among  the  Scotch  Pref- 
hyterians,  as  a great  part  of  the  Proteflants  in  the  north  are,  who  it  may  ea- 
fily  he  fuppofed  do  not  pay  tithes  with  great  chearfulnefs.  And  indeed  I 
make  no  doubt  but  the  landlords  in  England  might  with  great  eafe  raife  a 
cry  amougft  their  tenants  of  the  great  oppreffion  they  lye  under  by  paying- 
tithes. 

"What  the  gentlemen  want  to  be  at  is,  that  they  may  go  on  raifmg  their 
rents,  and  that  the  clergy  tliould  hill  receive  their  old  payments  for  their 
tithes.  But  as  things  have  happened  otherwife,  and  they  are  very  angry  with 
the  clergy,  without  confidering  that  it  could  not  happen  otherwile  than  it 
has,  fince  if  a clergyman  faw  a fa^in  raifed  in  its  rent  e.  g.  from  10  to  20/. 
per  annum,  he  might  be  fure  his  tithe  was  certainly  worth  double  what  he 
formerly  took  for  it.  Not  that  I believ^e  the  clergy  have  made  a proportion- 
able  advancement  in  their  compofition  for  their  tithes  to  what  the  gentlemen 
haA'e  made  in  their  rents.  And  yet  it  is  upon  this  rife  of  the  value  of  tithes 
that  they  would  perfuade  the  people  to  throw  their  diftrefs. 

In  a conference  I had  with  the  Diffenting  minifters  here  fome  Aveeks  ago, 
they  mentioned  the  railing  the  value  of  the  tithes  beyond  AV’hat  had  been  for- 
merly paid,  as  a proof  that  the  people  Avere  oppreffed  in  the  article  of  tithes. 
To  Avhich  I told  them,  that  the  value  of  tithes  did  not  prove  any  oppreffion, 
except  it  Avere  proved,  that  that  value  Avas  greater  than  they  were  really  worth, 
and  that  even  then,  the  firmer  had  his  remedy  by  letting  the  clergy  take  it  in 
kind. 

And  there  is  the  lets  in  this  argument,  becaufe  the  fact  is,  that  about  the 
years  1694  and  1695,  the  lands  here  Avere  ahnoll  Avafteand  unfettled,  and  the 
clergy  in  the  laft  diftrefs  for  tenants  for  their  tithes,  Avdien  great  numbers  of 
them  Avere  glad  to  let  their  tithes  at  a very  low  A^alue,  and  that  during  in- 
cumbency, for  fcAV  AV’ould  take  them  on  other  terms;  and  as  the  country 
has  fmce  fettled  and  improved,  as  thofe  incumbents  have  dropped  off',  the 
tithe  of  thofe  parilhes  has  been  confiderably  adA-anced  Avithout  the  leaf  op- 
in'eflion,  but  I belieA^e  your  lordlhip  A\dll  think  not  without  foine  grumbling. 
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The  fame,  no  doubt,  has  happened  ^^^hel•e  there  have  been  carelefs  or  needy 
incumbents,  and  others  of  a difterent  charadler  that  have  fucceeded  them. 

I need  not  mention  to  your  lordlliip  what  I have  been  forced  to  talk  to 
feveral  here,  that  if  a landlord  takes  too  great  a portion  of  the  profits  of  a 
farm  for  his  diare  by  way  of  rent,  (as  the  tithe  will  light  on  the  tenants  lliare) 
the  tenant  will  be  impoverilhed : but  then  it  is  not  the  tithe  but  the  increafed 
rent  that  undoes  the  farmer.  And  indeed  in  this  country,  where  I fear  the 
tenant  hardly  ever  has  more  than  one  third  of  the  profits  he  makes  of  his 
farm  for  his  iliare,  and  too  often  but  a fourth  or  perhaps  a fifth  part,  as  the 
tenant’s  fliare  is  charged  with  the  tithe,  his  cafe  is  no  doubt  hard,  but  it  is 
plain  from  what  fide  the  hardfliip  arifes. 

Nor  need  I take  notice  to  your  lordlhip  of  what  I have  been  forced  to  talk 
vei  y fully  here,  that  if  the  land  were  freed  from  the  payment  of  tithe,  the  te- 
nant could  not  be  the  better  for  it,  but  the  landlord,  who  would  in  that  cafe 
raife  his  rent  accordingly,  and  would  probably  receive  15  or  20^.  for  addi- 
tional rent,  where  the  clergyman  now  receives  10.9.  for  tithe;  and  that  it  would 
be  the  fame  in  proportion  if  the  tithes  Avere  fixed  to  fome  modus  below  their 
real  value,  which  I am  apprehenfive  the  gentlemen  may  attempt  to  do  by  a 
bill  next  feflions.  As  for  the  complaints  of  the  opprelTions  in  the  ecclefiafli- 
cal  courts,  your  lordflrip  knows  the  dilatorinefs  and  expenfivenefs  of  fuits 
there.  And  yet  till  within  feven  or  eight  years  all  fuits  for  tithes,  &c.  were 
there ; fmee  that  time  by  degrees  the  clergy  have  fued,  in  cafes  of  confe- 
quence,  in  the  Exchequer ; but  for  dues  of  fmall  value,  they  ftill  are  fued 
for  there.  But  in  the  main  nobody  fues  in  thofe  courts  that  can  by  fair  means 
get  any  thing  near  his  due ; fmee,  when  the  clergy  have  put  perfons  into 
thofe  courts,  the  defendants  either  give  them  all  the  delay  and  trouble  they 
can,  or  elfe  ftand  under  contempt  for  never  appearing,  and  let  things  go  to 
the  laft  extremity,  and  ftand  excommunicated;  and  poflibly  when  a writ  de 
excommunicato  capiendo  is  taken  out,  and  they  find  they  have  7 or  8/.  to  pay, 
they  run  au  ay ; for  the  greateft  part  of  the  occupiers  of  the  land  here  are  fo 
poor,  that  an  extraordinary  ftroke  of  8 or  10/.  falling  on  them  is  certain  ruin 
to  them. 

I can  affure  your  lordfhip  that  every  vifitation  I have  held  here,  which  is 
annually,  the  clergy  have  made  as  great  complaints  of  the  hardlhips  put  upon 
them  by  the  people  in  getting  in  their  tithes,  efpecially  their  fmall  dues,  as 
the  people  can  of  any  oppreflion  from  the  clergy.  And  to  my  knowledge 
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many  of  them  have  chofe  rather  to  lofe  their  fmall  dues,  than  to  be  at  a certain 
great  expence  in  getting  them,  and  at  an  uncertainty  whether  the  farmer 
would  not  at  laft  run  away  without  paying  any  thing.  And  I can  affirm  to 
your  lordffiip,  that  the  laity  here  are  as  troublefome  and  vexatious  as  they  can 
be  in  England  ; and  from  time  to  time  fight  a caufe  of  no  great  value  through 
the  bifhop’s  court,  then  through  the  archbifliop’s,  and  thence  to  the  dele- 
gates, where  the  clergy  fue  for  what  is  most  evidently  their  due. 

I would  not  be  underftood  by  this  to  deny  that  any  clergyman  or  farmer  of 
tithes  ever  did  a hard  thing*  by  the  people,  but  that  there  is  not  frequent  occa- 
fion  of  complaint  againft  them. 

However  laft  feffions  we  pafled  a bill  here  for  the  more  eafy  recovery  of 
fmall  tithes,  &c.  which  I believe  will  remove  this  caufe  of  complaint,  fince  I 
believe  very  few  will  fpend  fome  pounds  to  recover  that  in  a fpiritual  court, 
which  may  be  recovered  for  fome  fliillings  in  another  way. 

Upon  occafion  of  the  conference  I had  fome  weeks  ago  with  the  Diflenting 
minifters  here,  I have  enquired  of  feveral  of  the  clergy,  that  are  underftand- 
ing  and  fair  men,  who  have  aflured  me  that  as  far  as  their  knowledge  reaches, 
they  believe  that  generally  the  farmers  do  not  pay  more  than  two- thirds  of 
the  real  value  of  their  tithes. 

Another  thing  they  complain  of  in  their  memorial  is,  the  trouble  that  has 
been  given  them  about  their  marriages  and  their  fchool-mafters.  As  to  this 
I told  them,  that  for  fome  time  they  had  not  been  molefted  about  their  mai> 
riages  ; and  that  as  to  their  fchool-mafters,  I was  fare  they  had  met  with  very 
little  trouble  on  that  head,  fince  I had  never  heard  any  fuch  grievance  fo 
jnuch  as  mentioned  till  I faw  it  in  their  memorial. 

Another  matter  complained  of  is  the  facramental  teft,  in  relation  to  which 
I told  them,  the  laws  were  the  fame  in  England. 

As  for  other  grievances  they  mention,  fuch  as  raifing  the  rents  unreafon;- 
ably,  the  oppreffion  of  juftices  of  the  peace,  fenechals,  and  other  officers  in  the 
country,  as  they  are  no  ways  of  an  ecclefiaftical  nature,  I ftiall  not  trouble 
your  lordfliip  with  an  account  of  them,  but  muft  defire  your  lordfliip  to  talk 
with  the  miniftry  on  the  fubjedt  I have  now  wrote  about,  and  endeavour  to 
prevent  their  being  p rep ofleffed  with  any  unjuft  opinion  of  the  clergy,  or  being 
difpofed,  if  any  attempt  fhould  be  made  from  hence  to  fuffer  us  to  be  ftript  of 
our  juft  rights. 


I am,  &c. 
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No.  LVII. 

The  Me^mrial  of  Dr.  Lucas.  {Page  304.) 

To  his  Excellency  William  Earl  of  Harrington,  Lord  Lieutenant  General  and 

General  Governor  of  Ireland. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency! 

THE  love  and  duty  I owe  my  fovereign,  and  the  regard 
I bear  his  governments  and  dominions,  in  general,  thofe  of  this  my  native 
country,  in  particular,  which  are  moll  intimately  and  infeparably  connected 
and  linked  together,  in  one  common  bond  of  atFe6lion,  intereft  and  alle- 
giance, prompt  me  to  ufe  all  juft  and  lawful  means  to  obtain  an  effe6tual 
redrefs  of  the  capital  grievances  of  this  kingdom,  and  city,  which  no  good 
fubje6t,  or  good  governor  can  overlook  or  flight,  confiftent  with  the  principles 
of  his  moral,  religious  and  political  obligations  to  our  fyftem  of  civil  fociety. 

Thefe  motives,  which  your  excellency  muft  be  too  vdfe  and  juft  to  con- 
demn, or  difcourage,  firft  induced  me  to  contend  with  my  fraternity,  for  a 
reformation  of  my  profeflion  in  the  years  1735,  and  1741,  and  fince,  with 
my  fuperiors,  for  the  reftoration  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  commons 
and  citizens  of  this  broken  and  reduced  metropolis. 

If  your  excellency  will  take  the  trouble  of  perufmg  this  and  the  following 
addrefs  to  the  lords  juftices,  with  the  dedication  to  the  king,  I flatter  myfelf, 
you  will  fee  fuch  caufes  afligned  for  the  courfes,  I have  taken,  to  obtain  fomc 
redrefs  of  the  heavy  grievances  of  which  I complain,  that,  I muft  hope,  yoii 
will  not  only  pardon  the  prefumption  of  once  more  addrefting,  or  attempting 
to  addrefs  your  excellency  in  this  manner,  but  allow  there  is  fome  degree  of 
merit  in  ftruggling  through  the  many  dangers  and  difficulties  that  have  been 
©ppofed  to  me,  for  the  bringing  or  endeavouring  to  bring  fuch  important 
truths  to  the  royal  ear,  as,  if  regarded  muft  tend  to  the  unfpeakable  honor  and 
advantage  of  the  king  and  people  of  thefe  realms,  in  the  fecurity  and  welfare 
of  each  of  which,  I look  upon  myfelf  to  be  equally  interefted  and  concerned. 

However,  my  Lord,  as  the  fame  neceflity  which  firft  urged  me  to  lay  our 
complaints  before  you,  ftill  ftrongly  fubfifts,  I fliould  be  wanting  in  the  duty 
of  a citizen,  and  a fubjeft,  and  fall  fhort  of  the  character  I have  endeavoured 
to  eftablifli  in  life,  if  I fhould  flacken  in  my  juft  application  to  obtain  areftora- 
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tion  of  our  rights  and  liberties;  and  therefore,  regardlefs  of  the  manifold 
difadvantages  of  dation,  birth  and  education,  under  wliich  I labor,  and  of 
the  numberlefs  mifreprefentations  made  of  me,  by  defigning  men,  I prefume 
to  make  one  effort  more  to  bring  the  complaints  of  Dublin  before  my  royal 
fovereign ; of  the  greatnefs  and  integrity  of  whofe  foul  I am  fo  fully  con- 
vinced, that  I am  firmly  perfuaded  he  wants  but  due  information  to  redrefs  the 
grievances  of  his  fubje6ts. 

I am  Avell  aware,  my  lord,  that  fome  of  thofe  great  men,  who  have  thought 
fit  to  reprefent  me  to  your  excellency,  heretofore,  as  a madman,  wall  now  fet 
me  forth  in  more  hateful  colors.  It  is  become  much  the  fafiiion,  of  late,  to 
vilify  me,  to  reprefent  me  as  a riotous,  tumultuous  incendiary,  a difaffeded 
perfon,  a condemner  of  government,  of  magiftracy,  even  of  majefiy. 

To  acquit  myfelf  of  thefefoul  imputations,  I muft  beg  your  excellency  will 
permit  me  to  lay  before  you  a fliort  review  of  the  courfe  I have  taken  to 
obtain  juftice  and  law,  the  common  benefits  of  the  conftitution  of  this  my 
country. 

When  I firfi  difeovered  the  invafions  made  on  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  commons  and  citizens  of  this  city,  I tried  all  juft  and  moderate  means  to 
fet  things  to  rights  within  the  city;  and  though  the  invaders  gave  me  all 
manner  of  unjufi,  forcible,  and  cruel  oppofition,  and  have  now  fcarce  left  fo 
much  of  the  traces  of  our  conftitution  as  might  demonftrate  we  had  any,  I 
ftill  preferve  the  refpedt  due  to  the  magiftracy  of  the  city,  though  I can  look 
upon  it  only  as  de  faflo,  not  dejure. 

Failing  of  redrefs  within  the  city  courts,  I had  recourfe,  with  my  fellows, 
to  the  courts  of  law,  and  though  we  were  attended  with  no  better  fuccefs 
there,  I can  defy  mine  enemies  to  fiiew  the  inftance,  in  which  I failed  to  pay 
due  refpedl  to  the  judges  of  our  courts. 

I have  it  is  true,  my  lord,  taken  the  benefits  our  conftitution  admits,  of 
appealing  againft,  or  complaining  of,  the  proceedings  of  fome  of  thefe  judges, 
to  an  higher  power,  to  your  excellency,  as  the  reprefen tative  of  his  majefty ; 
whether  or,no  the  terms  in  which  I didfo,  were  wrong  or  injurious,  I humbly 
fubmit  to  your  excellency’s  recolle6lion. 

One  of  the  moft  fenfible  happinetfes  of  our  fyftem  of  government  is,  that 
every  perfon  who  does  but  think  himfelf  aggrieved  by  any  branch  of  the 
fubordinate  adminiftration,  has  the  privilege  of  appealing,  or  complaining,  to 
a fuperior,  in  a regular  gradation  from  one  to  another,  even  to  the  fupreme 
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magiftratc.  This  is  a privilege  too  facrecl  for  any  loyal  fubjecl  to  give  up,  for 
any  good  governor  to  fupprefs. 

When  I firft^  claimed  the  benefits  of  this  privilege,  and  layed  before  your 
excellency  the  complaints  of  Dublin,  it  muft  be  confelfed,  you  heard  me 
with  patience,  with  humanity,  with  a tender  feeling  of  the  fuflferings  of  the 
king's  fubjedls,  and  fome  pain  for  the  Ihocks  given  our  conftitution.  What 
unhappy  mifreprefentations  of  fafts,  or  perfon,  or  what  unauthorifed  arro- 
gance. or  infolence  of  fervants,  prevented  your  excellency’s  taking  the  fteps 
in  this  affair,  that  your  wifdom  and  juftice  promifed,  or  afterwards  excluded 
me  the  accefs  to  your  excellency’s  prefence,  I cannot  take  upon  me  to  point 
out;  but,  as  the  fame  principles  of  juftice  and  law  bind  alike  the  fmall  and 
the  great;  when  I judged  it  expedient,  and  my  boimden  duty,  to  appeal  to 
our  fovereign,  I thought  it  neceffary  to  let  him  fee,  that  I had  recourfe  to  the 
higheft  power  here,  before  I prefumed  to  trouble  his  majefty,  Mdiich  then,  not 
before,  gave  me  the  fubjedl’s  right  to  apply  for  relief  to  the  throne. 

I addrefled  the  lords  juftices  of  this  kingdom,  in  your  excellency’s  ab- 
fence.  I prefented  them  with  the  charter  and  dedication,  which  I now  lay 
before  your  excellency,  and  prayed  to  have  it  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty;  but 
their  excellencies  thought  fit  to  decline  granting  my  petition. 

Thus  your  excellency  may  fee,  the  fame  neceffity  ftill  fubfifts,  the  fame 
principles  prompt,  and  the  fame  motives  that  before  prevailed,  ftill  ftrongly 
induce  me,  with  all  refpect  anti  humility,  to  addrefs  your  excellency,  and  to 
fuplicate  you  on  behalf  of  myfelf,  and  the  reft  of  my  fuffering  fellow-fubjedls 
and  fellow-citizens,  to  forward  the  fummarv  ftate  of  our  cafe  in  the  following 
charter  and  dedication,  to  the  royal  prefence. 

There  is  another  reafon,  to  me,  no  lefs  cogent,  for  begging  this  favor  with 
greater  earneftnefs  of  your  excellency ; my  reputation  is  dearer  to  me  than 
life;  that  is  rigoroufty,  fevcrely  ftruck  at:  The  moft  violent,  themoft  lawlefs, 
the  moft  inhuman  threats  are  daily  uttered  againft  me;  for  none  other  crime, 
that  I know  of,  than  that  of  complaining  of  public  injuries,  dangerous  and 
deftru6tivc  to  the  king  and  to  his  people.  I have  appealed  to  Ciefar.  Shall 
Ccefar's  fervants  obftruCl  the  laying  my  complaints  before  the  throne?  and 
even  punifti  me  for  complaining  ? Shall  this  be  done  under  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  a Stanhope?  God  forbid  ! 

My  Lord,  to  fum  up  all  my  defires  and  intentions  in  a few  words;  I only 
wifti  to  difeharge  the  end  of  my  creation,  in  fulfilling  the  duty  of  a fubjeft, 
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in  every  Pation,  to  which  it  fliall  pleafe  all-w-ife,  all-ruling  Providence  to  call 
me,  with  due  fubmiffion  and  fubje6lion  to  every  loyal  and  good  governor  and 
fubordinate  magiftrate,  and  an  equal  right  to  oppofe,  by  law,  and  to  complain 
©f  the  mifcondubl  of  allthofe,  who  endanger  our  conftitution  by  invading  the 
rights  of  the  fubjedl,  or  negledling  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  their  ftations. 

If  in  all  that  I have  hitherto  attempted,  with  this  intent,  I have  done  wrong 
to  any  man,  I am  open  to  convidlion,  and  ready  to  make  the  fulleft  atone- 
ment. Therefore,  if  I have  advanced  any  thing  repugnant  to  the  principles 
of  our  government,  or  inconfiftent  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  fub- 
ject,  I humbly  conceive  my  intentions  ought  to  be  confidered,  and  I Ihould 
be  properly  examined,  before  the  threatened  weight  and  fury  of  power  be  let 
loofe  upon  me.  It  is  not  to  be  deemed  beneath  the  dignity  of  good  governors 
to  inform  a6tive  and  well-meaning  fubjedls  of  errors  in  their  condudl;  if  fuch 
can  be  made  to  appear  in  my  tranfadlions,  I diall  from  the  fame  principle, 
that  I mean  to  advance  truths,  in  my  judgment,  conducive  to  the  happinefs 
of  this  city,  and  thefe  kingdoms,  as  readily,  as  publicly,  retradi  errors,  or 
miftakes. 

My  lord,  I muft  beg  your  excellency’s  indulgence  to  make  one  declaration 
more.  At  a time,  when  minifterial  influence  of  court  dependence  is  rather 
fought  than  avoided,  by  men  of  independent  fortunes,  it  may  be  fufpedted, 
that  one  of  my  low  fphere  may  have  fome  private  or  felfilh  views  in  thus 
attending  upon  your  excellency.  To  obviate  fuch  an  imputation,  I thus  fo- 
lemnly  declare,  that  though  I wifli  to  be  always  well  underflood,  and,  upon 
occafion,  well  heard,  by  the  government ; yet,  even  that,  is  only  for  the  public 
good ; becaufe,  that  for  myfelf,  I have  nothing  to  atk,  nor  any  thing  to  fear 
from  the  highefl  powers;  my  foie  ambition  is  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  my 
ftation. , And,  in  fo  doing,  I fliall  ever  take  care  to  approve  myfelf,  his  ma- 
jefly’s  moft  unfeignedly  loving  and  loyal  fubjedt,  as  well  as, 

May  it  pleafe  your  excellency. 

Your  excellency’s  moft  dutiful 

And  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

C.  Lucas. 


Dublin,  06lober  the  3d,  1749. 
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No.  LVIIL 

The  Memorial  of  the  Earl  of  Kildare^  313.) 

To  his  Moft  Serene  and  Auguft  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  fo  forth. 
The  moft  humble  Memorial  of  James  Fitzgerald,  Earl  of  Kildare,  Baron 
Offaly,  Lord  Lemfter  in  England,  &c.  and  one  of  his  Majefly’s  Moft  Ho- 
norable Privy  Council  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland, 

Most  humbly  representeth, 

THAT  your  memorialift  is  the  eldeft  peer  of  the  realm,  by 
defcent,  as  lineally  fprung  from  the  ancient  and  auguft  blood  of  the  noble 
Earl  of  Kildare,  who  came  over  under  the  invincible  banner  of  your  auguft 
predeceffor  Flenry  the  Second,  when  his  arms  conquered  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

That  your  memorialift,  on  this  foundation,  has  the  greater  prefumption  to 
addrefs  your  auguft  majefty,  as  his  anceftors  have  ever  proved  themfelves 
fteady  adherents  to  the  conqueft  of  that  kingdom,  and  were  greatly  inftru- 
mentalin  the  reduction  thereof,  by  their  money,  intereft,  and  forces. 

That  though  they  were  firft  fent  over  Avith  letters  patent,  under  Flenry  the 
Second’s  banner,  to  conquer  that  kingdom,  yet  by  the  inheritance  of  landsj 
by  intermarriages  with  princefles  of  the  kingdom,  they  became  powerful,  and 
might  have  conquered  for  themfelves,  notwithftanding  which,  their  allegi- 
ance was  fuch,  as'  that,  on  that  fovereign’s  mandate  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
Avar,  we  obeyed,  and  relinquifhed  our  title  of  conqueft,  laid  doAvn  our  arms, 
and  received  that  monarch  Avith  due  homage  and  allegiance,  refigning  our 
eonquefts  as  became  fiibjeds,  and  alfo  prevailed  with  the  foA'crcign  princes, 
bifhops,  nobles,  clergy,  and  gentry,  to  acknoAvledge  him  right  and  laAvful 
fovereign  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  feas,  fea-ports,  and  other  domains  of  the 
kingdom. 

That  on  this  prefumption,  your  memorialift  has,  in  the  moft  humble  man- 
ner, at  the  requeft  of  the  natives  of  Ireland,  your  majefty’s  true  liege  fubjedls, 
not  only  the  aborigines  thereof,  but  the  Englilh  colonies,  fent  over  by  Henry 
the  Second,  Richard  the  Second,  Elizabeth,  Charles,  CromAvell  the  Ufurper, 
William  the  Third  of  glorious  memory,  and  other  kings,  your  majefty’s  pre- 
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tleceffors,  and  the  conquerors  of  Ireland,  made  bold  to  lay  before  your  ma- 
jefly  the  true  ftate  of  their  feveral  and  refpedtive  grievances,  a burden  now 
become  almoft  too  heavy  to  bear. 

And  your  memorialift  was  rather  induced  to  lay  this  memorial  at  your  au- 
guft  majefty’s  feet,  as  it  was  on  good  prefumption  furmifed,  that  all  accefs  to 
your  royal  ear  was  ihut  up,  and  your  liege  fubjects  debarred  the  liberty  of 
complaining,  a right  ever  allowed  to  your  majefty’s  liege  fLibje6ls  of  what  de- 
{rree  or  condition  foevcr. 

That  no  notice  being  taken  of  feveral  remonftrances  heretofore  made  by 
your  majefty’s  liege  fubjeds,  it  was  humbly  prefumed,  that  fuch  remon- 
ftrances had  been  flopped,  and  debarred  in  their  progrefs  to  your  royal 
ear. 

That  your  memorialift,  at  the  requeft  of  feveral  thoufands  of  your  liege 
fubjeds,  as  well  the  nobles  as  the  clergy,  the  gentry,  and  commonalty  of  the 
kingdom,  has  ventured  on  this  bold  ftej),  for  which  he  humbly  craves  your 
majefty’s  pardon,  as  nothing  but  the  diftrefs  of  his  countrymen,  your  moft 
loyal  fubjects,  could  have  drawn  him  to  this  prefumption. 

That  in  general  the  face  of  your  loyal  kingdom  of  Ireland  wears  difeon- 
tent,  a difeontent  not  coloured  from  caprice  or  faction,  but  purely  founded 
on  minifterial  mifapplication. 

That  though  feveral  perfons,  particularly  N,  G.  Avas  called  to  account  for 
the  public  money,  Avhich  he  had  drawn  out  of  the  treafury,  and  depolited  in 
the  banks,  yet  this  inquifition  came  to  nothing  by  the  mediation  of  party, 
and  the  interpofttion  of  power. 

That  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's  fon  Lord  Geors^e,  thoimh  in  hit'll  and  lucrative 
employments  already,  not  fatisfied  thercAvith,  has  reftlefsly  grafped  at  poAver, 
infatiable  in  his  acquifitions. 

That  the  primate,  Avho  is  noAV  on  the  pinnacle  of  honor,  conne(Sed  Avith 
the  faid  noble  lord,  has  made  ufc  of  his  influence  to  inveft  himfelf  of  tem- 
pora,l  pOAver,  and  like  a greedy  churchman,  affedls  to  be  a fecond  Wolfey  in 
the  {enate. 

That  influences  being  fo  predominant,  corruption  fo  formidable,  and  elec- 
tions fo  controlled  by  the  mighty  poAver  of  thofe  tAvo  ftatefmen,  your  loyal 
kingdom  of  Ireland  feels  the  fad  cffedls  of  it,  and  dreads  this  duumvirate 
as  much  as  England  did  that  of  the  Earl  of  Stafford  and  Archbifliop  Laud. 

That  your  other  minifters,  officers,  fubjedls,  and  fervaiits,  being  cut  out  of 
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dignity  and  power  by  this  formidable  monopoly,  can  fcarce  perform  the 
proper  fun6lions  of  their  miniftry,  as  all  meafures  are  determined  by  fatal  and 
influenced  majorities  in  the  houfes. 

That  the  citizens  of  Dublin  have  for  a long  time  laboured  under  an  un- 
precedented flavery  in  fubje6lion  to  the  bankers  of  adminiftration,  who  a6l  in 
a defpotic  manner,  raifing  and  difpofmg  the  public  revenues  of  the  city,  juft 
as  to  them  feems  fitting. 

That  your  majefty’s  intereft  in  the  hearts  of  your  loyal  fubjedls  is  likely  to 
be  affe6led  by  thofe  arbitrary  meafures,  as  the  landed  intereft  is  very  much 
injured  thereby,  and  as  fcAV  care  to  reprefent  their  country  in  parliaments 
where  a junto  of  two  or  three  men  difconcert  every  meafure  taken  for  the 
good  of  the  fubje6l,  or  the  caufe  of  common  liberty. 

That  your  memorialift  has  nothing  to  aflv  of  your  majefty,  neither  place, 
civil  or  military,  neither  employment  or  preferment  for  himfelf  or  friends, 
and  that  nothing  but  his  duty  to  your  majefty  and  his  natural  hatred  tofuch 
deteftable  monopoly,  could  have  induced  your  memorialift  to  this  pre- 
fumption, 

Who  is. 

In  all  refpedls. 

Your  moft  loyal 

And  dutiful  fubjedf, 

J.  Fitzgerald. 


No.  LIX. 

The  Gentlemen  who  voted  in  Support  of  the  Refolutions.  {PageZig.) 
[Marked  thus,*  fpoke  in  the  Debate.] 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes, 

Lord  Moore,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Horfe. 

*Edmond  Sexton  Pery,  Efq. 

lion,  Hugh  Skeffington,  Lieutenant  Charles  O’Neile,  Efq. 

of  Horfe  William  Richardfon,  Efq. 

.lames  Smyth,  Efq.  Collector  of  *William  Brownlow,  Efq. 

Dublin  Hon.  John  Caulfield,  Efq. 
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Arthur  Upton,  Efq. 

James  Hamilton,  Efq. 

Sir  Richard  Wolefley,  Bart. 

*Lorcl  Newtown 
Hon.  Barry  Maxwell 
John  Cramer,  Efq. 

Richard  Ponfonby,  Efq. 

Denham  Jephfon,  Efq. 

William  Forward,  Efq. 

Abraham  Creichton,  Efq. 

Bernard  Ward,  Efq. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  Efq. 

Robert  Scott,  Efq. 

Matthew  Ford,  Efq. 

Francis  Leigh,  Efq. 

Sir  Charles  Burton,  Knt. 

^Philip  Tifdal,  Efq.  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, and  Judge  of  the  Prero- 
gative 

Edward  Bolton,  Efq. 

Hon.  John  Butler,  Efq.  Clerk  of  the 
Pipe 

Henry  Brooke,  Efq. 

^Nicholas  Arehall,  Efq. 

* Robert  French,  Efq. 

Robert  Fitzgerald,  Efq.  Judge  Ad- 
vocate 

Sir  William  Founds,  Bart.  Packer, 
Searcher,  and  Gauger,  in  the  port 
of  Cork 

Maurice  Keating,  Efq. 

John  Bourke,  Efq.  CommilTioner  of 
the  Revenue 
Walter  Weldon,  Efq. 

Richard  Dawfon,  Efq. 

James  Agar,  Efq.  fenior 
Hon.  Redmond  Morris,  Efq. 


Hon.  Jofeph  Leefon,  Efq. 

Edward  Herbert,  Efq. 

Hon.  Richard  Ponfonby,  Efq.  Secre- 
tary to  the  Commilfioners 
Henry  Lyons,  Efq. 

Sir  William  Parfons,  Bart. 

Richard  Trench,  Efq. 

Boleyn  Whitney,  Efq.  Commilfioner 
of  Appeals 

John  Pomeroy,  Efq.  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel of  Foot 
Hugh  Crofton,  Efq. 

Charles  Smyth,  Efq. 

Hercules  Langford  Rowley,  Efq. 
Richard  Edgworth,  Efq. 

Right  Hon.  William  Henry  Fortefeue, 
Efq.  Privy  Counfellor 
John  Ruxton,  Efq. 

Thomas  Fortefeue,  Efq. 

James  Fortefeue,  Efq. 

Thomas  Tenifon,  Efq.  CommilTioner 
of  Appeals 

Anthony  For  Her,  Efq. 

Townley  Bellfore,  Efq. 

Sir  Thomas  Taylor,  Bart. 

Richard  Moore,  Efq. 

Georges  Lowther,  Efq. 

Henry  Monck,  Efq. 

Thomas  Dawfon,  Efq. 

Jonah  Barrington,  Efq.  Penlioner 
Robert  Cunningham,  Efq.  Adjutant- 
General 

Nehemiah  Donellan,  Efq. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Pendergaft, 
Poll-Mailer  General  and  Privy  Coun- 
cell or 

Kinfmill  Penefather,  Efq. 

William 
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William  Stewart,  Efq. 

Thomas  Knox,  Efq. 

Nehemiah  Donellan,  Efq.  junior 
Richard  Georges,  Efq. 

John  Rochfort,  Efq. 

Robert  Percival,  Efq. 

Andrew  Ram,  Efq. 

*Thomas  Le  Hunte,  Efq. 

John  Leigh,  Efq. 


James  Stopfort,  Efq. 

Charles  Tottenham,  Efq.  Surveyor 
General  of  Excife 
Hon.  Henry  Loftus,  Efq. 

Thomas  Loftus,  Efq. 

Walter  Hore,  Efq.  Judge  Advocate 
Richard  Chapel  Whaley,  Efq. 

John  Stratford,  Efq. 

Stephen  Trotter,  Efq. 


the  Refolutions  from  appearing  before 
His  Majefty.' 

Tellers  for  Noes. 

*Sir  Richard  Cox,  Bart.  Penfioner 
Thomas  Carter,  Efq.  junior. 


Againft  the  Quefion,  and  for  Stifing 


Edward  Smyth,  Efq. 

Hon.  Hungford  SkefRngton,  Pen- 
fioner 

Sir  Richard  Butler,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Richard  Rigby,  Princi- 
pal Secretary 

Sir  Edward  Obrien,  Bart. 

Murrough  Obrien,  Efq. 

Emanuel  Pigot,  Efq. 

Hon.  James  Obrien,  Efq.  Colledor 
of  Cork 

Bellingham  Boyle,  Efq.  Penfioner 

Sir  John  Freke,  Bart. 

Lord  Limerick,  Chief  Remembran- 
cer 

John  Magill,  Efq. 

William  Harward,  Efcj. 

Edward  Barry,  Efq.  State  Phyfician 

General  Dilkes,  Governor  of  the 
Hofpital 


John  Lyfaght,  Efq.  junior 
Andrew  Knox,  Efq. 

Sir  Ralph  Gore  St.  George,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Gore,  Bart. 
Privy  Counfellor 

Michael  Clarke  Efq.  Examiner  of  Ex- 
cife 

Francis  Pier  Burton,  Efq. 

Thomas  Montgomery,  Efq. 

William  Cooper,  Efq. 

John  Graham,  Efq. 

Robert  Standford,  Efq.  Captain  of 
Horfe 

John  Eyre,  Efq. 

Henry  Bingham,  Efq.  Penfioner 
William  Crofby,  Efq. 

Sir  Kildare  Burrowcs,  Bart. 

Robert  Harman 

Agmondifiiam  Vefey,  Efq.  Accomptant 
General 
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James  Agar,  Efq, 

Ralpli  Gore,  Efq.  Penfioner 
^Warden  Flood,  Efq.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral 

John  Gore,  Efq.  Counfel  to  the 
Commiffioners 

Edmond  IMalone,  Efq.  Counfellor  at 
LaAv 

William  Scot,  Efq.  Prime  Serjeant 
Alexander  Nefbit,  Efq.  Penfioner 
Anthony  IMarlay,  Efq.  Commiffioner 
of  Appeals,  and  Penfioner 
Henry  IMitchel,  Efq. 

Hon.  Mr.  Weftely 
General  Bligh,  Colonel  of  a Regi- 
ment of  Horfe 
Richard  Hamilton,  Efq. 

Nathaniel  Clements,  Efq.  Deputy 
Vice  Treafurer 

Alexander  IMontgomery,  Efq. 
Bartholomew  William  Gilbert,  Efq. 
Marcus  Patterfon,  Efq.  Serjeant  at 
Law 

William  Henry  Dawfon,  Efq. 


Elenry  Sandford,  Efq. 

Thomas  Mahon,  Efq. 

Frederick  Gore,  Efq. 

Galbraith  Lowry,  PTq. 

Frederick  Gore,  Efq. 

St.  George  Richardfon,  Efq.  Lieute- 
nant of  Horfe 

Aland  Mafon,  Efq. 

Lord  Beresford 

Shapland  Carew,  Efq. 

Lord  Boyle 

Sir  Henry  CavendiJi,  Bart.  Teller  of 
the  Exchequer 

*Right  Hon.  Anthony  Malone,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  Privy 
Counfellor 

Guftavus  Lambert,  Efq.  Colleftor  of 
Excife 

Lord  Forbes,  Colonel  of  Foot 

Richard  Malone,  Efq.  Serjeant  at  Law 

Hon.  Thomas  Southwell,  Efq.  Peii- 
fioner 

Charles  Gardiner,  Efq.  Surveyor  Ge- 
neral of  the  Cuftoms  in  Ireland. 


No.  LX. 

Exhortation  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  of  Dublin,  read  from  their  Altars 
on  the  Second  of  ORober,  1757.  (P.  320.) 

(From  the  Dublin  Journal  of  061ober  4th,  1757.) 

IT  is  now  time,  Chriftians,  that  you  return  your  mofl  grateful  thanks  to 
Almighty  God,  Avho,  after  viliting  you  with  a fcarcity,  which  approached 
near  unto  a famine,  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed,  like  a merciful  father,  to 
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hear  your  prayers,  and  feed  you  with  a plentiful  harveft;  nor  ought  you  to 
forget  thofe  kind  benefactors,  who,  in  the  fevereft  times,  mindful  only  of 
the  public  good,  generoully  bellowed,  without  any  diftindion  of  perfons, 
thofe  large  charities,  by  which  thoufands  were  preferved,  who  otherwife  mull 
have  perillied  the  vidims  of  hunger  and  poverty.  We  ought  efpecially'  to 
be  moll  earnell  in  our  thanks  to  the  chief  governors  and  magiftrates  of  the 
kingdom,  and  of  this  city  in  particular,  who,  on  this  occafion,  proved  the 
fathers  and  faviours  of  the  nation.  But  as  we  have  not  a more  elfedual 
method  of  diewing  our  acknoAvledgment  to  our  temporal  governors,  than 
by  an  humble,  peaceful,  and  obedient  behaviour ; as  hitherto,  we  earnellly 
exhort  you  to  continue  in  the  fame  happy  and  Chrillian  difpofition,  and 
thus,  by  degrees,  you  will  entirely  efface  in  their  minds  thofe  evil  impreffions, 
which  have  been  conceived  fo  much  to  our  prejudice,  and  indullrioully 
propagated  by  our  enemies.  A feries  of  more  than  fixty  years  fpent,  with 
a pious  refignation,  under  the  hardlhips  of  very  fevere  penal  laws,  and  with 
the  greatell  thankfulnefs  for  the  lenity  and  moderation,  with  which  they  were 
executed,  ever  fince  the  accelfion  of  the  prefent  royal  family,  is  certainly 
a fad  which  mull  outweigh,  in  the  minds  of  all  unbialfed  perfons,  any  mil- 
conceived  opinions  of  the  dodrine  and  tenets  of  our  holy  church. 

You  know  that  it  has  always  been  our  conftant  pradice,  as  minillers  of 
Jefus  Chrill,  to  infpire  you  with  the  greatell  horror  for  thefts,  frauds,  mur- 
ders, and  the  like  abominable  crimes;  as  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God 
and  nature,  dellrudive  of  civil  fociety,  condemned  by  our  moll  holy  church, 
which,  fo  far  from  juftifying  them  on  the  fcore  of  religion,  or  any  other 
pretext  whatfoever,  delivers  the  unrepenting  authors  of  fuch  criminal  prac- 
tices over  to  Satan. 

We  are  no  lefs  zealous  than  ever  in  exhorting  you  to  abllain  from  curfing, 
fwearing,  and  blafpheming;  detellable  vices,  to  which  the  poorer  fort  of  our 
people  are  moll  unhappily  addided,  and  which  mull  at  one  time  or  other 
bring  down  the  vengeance  of  heaven  upon  you  in  fome  vifible  punilhment, 
unlefs  you  abfolutcly  refrain  from  them. 

It  is  probable,  that,  from  hence,  fome  people  have  taken  occafion  to  brand 
us  with  this  infamous  calumny,  that  Ave  need  not  fear  to  take  falfe  oaths,  and 
confequently  to  perjure  ourfelves;  as  if  we  believed  that  any  power  upon 
earth  could  authorife  fuch  damnable  practices,  or  grant  difpenfations  for 
this  purpofe.  How  unjull  and  cruel  this  charge  is,  jou  know  by  our  in- 
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firu6lions  to  you  botli  in  public  and  private,  in  vdiich  we  have  ever  con- 
demned fucli  do6lrines,  as  falfe  and  impious.  Others,  likewife,  may  ealily 
know  it  from  the  conftant  behaviour  of  numbers  of  Roman  Catholics,  who 
liave  given  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  their  abhorrence  of  thofe  tenets,  by  re- 
futing to  take  oaths,  which,  however  conducive  to  their  temporal  intcretf, 
appeared  to  them  entirely  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  their  religion. 

We  miitl  now  intreat  you,  dear  Chriftians,  to  offer  up  your  moll  fervent 
prayers  to  the  Almighty  God,  who  holds  in  his  hands  the  hearts  of  kings 
and  princes,  befeech  him  to  direct  the  counfels  of  our  rulers,  to  infpire  them 
with  fentiments  of  moderation  and  companion  towards  us.  We  ought  to 
be  more  earneft,  at  this  junfture,  in  our  fupplications  to  heaven;  as  fome 
very  lionorable  perfonages  have  encouraged  us  to  hope  for  a mitigation  of 
the  penal  laws.  Pray  then  the  Almighty  to  give  a bleffing  to  thefe  their 
generous  defigns,  and  to  aid  their  counfels,  in  fuch  a manner,  that,  whilft 
they  intend  to  aflift  us,  like  kind  benefadors,  they  may  not,  contrary  to 
their  intentions,  by  mitlaking  the  means,  motl  irretrievably  dellroy  us. 

To  conclude,  be  juft  in  your  dealings,  fober  in  your  conduct,  religious  in 
your  practice,  avoid  riots,  quarrels,  and  tumults ; and  thus  you  will  approve 
yourfelves  good  citizens,  peaceable  fubjecls,  and  pious  Chriftians. 


No.  LXI. 

Letter  of  Mr.  O'Conor  to  Dr.  Curry.  (P.  320.) 

My  dear  Friend, 

MY  neighbour,  or  rather  a great  man  in  my  neigh- 
bourhood, the  Bithop  of  Elphin,  has  been  of  late  very  inquifitive 
about  the  Bitliop  of  Ferms’s  bleeding  Iphigenia,  in  hopes,  I fuppofe,  of 
throwing  fome  dirt  at  us  this  feftion  out  of  our  own  dunghills.  I know 
enough  of  this  book  out  of  Walth’s,  to  think  that  you  as  well  as  I,  are  of 
Walth’s  fide  of  the  queftion,  in  condemning  the  proceedings  at  Waterford, 
Jameftown,  and  Galway,  and  in  declaring  that  the  war  of  the  confederate 
Catholics  was  Jutland  necetfary;  they  fought  againft  unprincipled  regicides, 
and  his  lordthip’s  abufe  will  tend  ultimately  to  make  fuch  enemies  lefs  odious 
to  mankind.  In  the  mean  time,  you  and  all  of  you,  are  as  paftively  filent 
as  theep  before  the  thearer;  you  are  of  opinion,  I fuppofe,  that  it  is  not 
juftice  due  to  all  parties  to  thew  by  what  means  and  by  whofe  means,  fuch 
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evils  were  brought  upon  us  as  operate  to  this  day.  This  Harris’s  infoleuce 
is  feafoned  for  him  by  an  opinion  derived  from  your  filence,  that  he  has 
defeated  us  all.  For  my  part,  were  I you,  and  had  I but  a pebble,  I would 
call  it  at  fuch  an  illiberal  dog;  nay,  at  every  Irifhman,  who  would  be  fo  bafe 
as  not  to  be  afhamed  to  mangle  the  corpfe  of  the  fallen,  or  to  rivet  the  fetters 
of  the  opprelfed. 

But  alas ! we  are  a people  truly  fallen,  or  we  would  co-operate  with  each 
other  fyftematically,  in  countera6ting  the  proceedings  of  the  parties  that  are 
united  in  nothing  but  in  a league  againft  us.  They  offer  as  a boon,  a re- 
giftry  bill,  which  is  evidently  calculated  to  extirpate  our  very  remains. 
Nothing  can  be  better  known,  than  that  our  fpiritual  oeconomy  cannot  be 
exercifed  without  the  fpiritual  jurifdi6lion  of  our  bifhops.  Yet,  the  jurif- 
di6lion  of  Catholic  bifliops  is  totally  overturned  by  this  bleffed  boon,  the 
intent  of  which  is  therefore  to  deftroy  Popery  by  Popery  itfelf. 

The  difference  between  Queen  Ann’s  Regiflery  Bill  and  this  one,  is,  that 
the  former  was  too  penal  to  execute  itfelf.  But  the  latter  is  far  from  being 
fo;  it  avails  itfelf  of  our  mofi  defpotic  paffions  to  deftroy  our  beft  principles. 

Let  us  therefore  draw  up  a folemn  -appeal,  to  be  publifhed  in  the  Foreign 
Gazettes,  which  will  acquit  us  in  the  face  of  Europe  as  men  aggrieved 
merely  on  account  of  honeft  attachments  to  our  principles.  This  will  be 
of  life  to  us  in  the  day  of  exile;  for  I fee  now  that  there  is  no  remedy 
but  emigration.  I can  never  think  of  this  legal  annihilation  of  epifcopal 
authority",  without  alternate  emotions  of  anger  and  deje6fion.  I am  moved 
to  indignation  w'hen  told,  that,  after  this  bill  palfes,  the  penal  claijfes  fliall 
be  as  little  enforced  as  thofe  already  exifting.  Vain  prefumption ! This 
penal  law  is  calculated  to  execute  itfelf,  and  ourfelves  fliall  be  the  execution- 
ers ! How  fliall  I proceed  on  this  melancholy  fubje6l  which  aftli61s  me  the 
more,  as,  for  fo  many  years  paft,  w’e  have  not  by  any  principle  or  condudt, 
given  the  fmalleft  provocation.  Allow  me,  my  dear  friend,  to  apply  to  you 
for  the  confolation  wdiich  I can  derive  only  on  the  vigilance  and  activity  of 
which  I know  you  are  poffeffed. 

Tecum  etenim  longos  memini  confumere  foies, 

I am,  in  every  fituation  of  life, 

Affectionately  and  invariably  your's, 
Charles  O’Conor. 

[Tlie  Declaration  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Tenets  publiflied  at  this  time  was  the  fame  as  that 
publillied  in  1793  3 for  w'hich  vide  Appendix,  No.  LXXXVIII  ] 

No. 


2(34 


APPENDIX. 


No.  LXII. 

A/r.  Wyse's  Propofal  to  the  Firjl  Catholic  Committee.  (P,  321.) 

’WHEREAS,  many  of  the  penal  laws  ena6lecl  againft  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  fmee  the  Revolution,  have  in  a great  meafure  been  owing  to  the 
fupinenefs  of  fome,  to  the  overbearing  fuperiority  alfumed  by  others  in 
taking  the  lead,  and  defpifing  the  opinions  of  men  of  greater  knowledge 
and  penetration;  to  embez2lements  of  public  money,  and  an  infecurity  of 
application  to  the  purpofes,  for  which  large  fums  have  been  occafionally 
railed;  to  an  imprudent  choice  of  improper  agents;  to  the  diffidence  and 
difficulty  of  railing  fuch  fums  as  are  necelfary  to  give  weight  to  folicitation; 
and  laltly,  to  the  v'ant  of  that  good  underftanding,  harmony  and  union  fo 
remarkable  in  the  political  conduct  of  all  other  Diffenters,  by  which  they  have 
preferved  a legal  toleration  of  their  religious  worlliip,  and  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  freemen,  which  the  Catholics  might  have  been  equally  fuccefsful 
in  keeping,  if  they  had  gone  hand  in  hand,  and  purfued  the  fame  methods, 
the  negledl  and  omilTion  of  wdiich  have  brought  fuch  an  inundation  of  cala- 
mities on  us,  that  neither  clergy  nor  laity  could  live  in  this  kingdom,  if  the 
feverity  of  the  laws  themfelves  did  not  fufpend  their  execution,  and  the  lenity 
of  government  hold  up  the  fcourge,  but  not  the  fpirit  of  perfecution,  which 
breaks  out  each  feffion,  with  greater  violence,  and  though  now  and  then 
diverted,  yet  in  the  end  muft  extirpate  us,  if  not  prudently  counteradled. 

And,  whereas,  it  would  be  impolfible  to  convene  together  all  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  property  throughout  the  kingdom  on  any  emergency,  or  even  all 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  weight  and  confequence  in  and  about  the  city  of 
Dublin,  the  fountain  head  of  intelligence,  and  though  fuch  a convention 
were  pradticable,  it  would  be  inexpedient;  in  order  therefore  to  remedy,  &c. 
&c.  the  following  feheme  is  humbly  propofed  for  eftablifliing  a perpetual 
committee  of  reprefen tatives  for  each  diocefs  in  Ireland,  and  for  each  parifli 
in  the  city  of  Dublin.  One  reprefentative  to  be  chofen  by  ballott,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  each  paridi,  and  in  each  county  by 
a majority  of  the  parilli  priefts,  as  well  as  of  the  towns  and  cities,  and  each 
nomination  and  appointment  of  a lay  reprefentative  to  be  figned  not  only 
by  the  faid  clergy,  but  alfo,  by  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  diocefs,  and 
thefe  feveral  eledlions  to  be  made  with  as  much  fecrecy  as  poffible. 
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The  chairman  of  the  faid  committee  with  an  affiftant,  conftantly  refiding  in 
Dublin,  to  keep  a book  of  accounts,  and  enter  all  tranfadtions  for  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  their  conftituents;  to  be  annually  chofen  on  fome  day  before  the 
hrft  of  January,  by  a majority  of  members,  and  to  have  a cafling  voice,  in 
cafe  of  a divifion,  and  an  equality  of  voices  on  both  lidcs.  The  country 
members,  who  may  not  be  in  town  at  the  time  of  any  necelfary  bufmefs  fhall 
be  duly  apprized  thereof  by  the  chairman  or  affiftant  fecretary  for  the  time 
being,  and  any  gentleman,  though  not  of  the  committee,  iliall  have  accefs  to 
tlieir  meetings,  to  give  his  opinion  or  advice  on  any  deliberation  of  import- 
ance, but  not  to  have  a voice  in  any  debate  or  refolution  of  the  committee, 
or  be  prefent  when  the  queftion  is  put;  and  every  thing  done  by  a majority 
of  voices,  relative  to  the  fpiritual  or  temporal  welfare  of  the  conftituents, 
iliall  be  binding,  and  confidered  by  all  parties  as  conclufive,  &c. 


No.  LXIII. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Saul  to  Mr.  O'Conor  of  Belanagare.  (P.  322.) 

My  dear  Mr.  O'Conor, 

I AM  an  utter  liranger  to  what  our  people  here  are 
doing,  and  I am  refolved  never  to  be  concerned  in  any  affairs  during  my 
life,  but  thofe  of  my  family,  and  a fmall  circle  of  friends;  what  I fuffered  on 
account  of  my  humanity  in  the  cafe  of  Mifs  Toole,  has  taught  me  this  leffon; 
I was  then  made  to  undeilland,  from  the  mouth  of  no  lefs  a perfonage,  than 
the  lord  chancellor,  that  the  laws  did  not  prefume  a Papift  to  exift  here,  nor 
could  they  breathe  without  the  connivance  of  government.  If  fo,  for  I 
ihall  not  attempt  to  think  otherwife,  after  fo  folemn  a declaration,  how  can 
you  blame  me  for  being  an  enemy  to  addreffes  and  to  memoirs?  Evtii  you 
cannot  perfuade  me  that  they  tend  to  any  purpofe.  I remember  to  have 
.jcad  in  fome  of  the  clafficks  (when  a fchool  boy),  a line  or  two,  which  liave 
been  of  fingular  ufc  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  my  life. 

Nunquam  poenituit  tacuifle,  at  faepe  locutum. 

And  now,  my  dear  friend,  fmce  there  is  not  the  leafl  profpe6t  of  fuch  a 
relaxation  of  the  penal  laws,.a3  would  induce  one  Roman  Catholic  to  tarry 
in  this  lioufe  of  bondage,  who  can  purchafe  a fettlement  in  fome  other  land, 
where  freedom,  and  fccurity  of  property  can  be  obtained,  will  you  condemn 
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me  for  faying,  that  If  I cannot  be  one  of  the  firft,  I will  not  be  one  of  the 
laft,  to  take  flight  from  a country,  where  I have  not  the  leaft  expedation  of 
encouragement  to  enable  me  to  carry  on  my  manufadures,  to  any  confider- 
able  extent  ? 

Heu ! fuge  crudeles  terras,  fuge  littus  avarum ! 

The  parliament  of  59,  is  not  the  parliament  of  53.  The  heart  was  then  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  political  body,  ready  to  promote,  on  all  occafions,  the 
intereft  and  welfare  of  the  country;  but  the  cafe  is  quite  the  reverfe  at  pre- 
fent.  The  patriots  of  that  happy  aera  are  the  betrayers  of  this ; and  he  only 
is  wrong,  who  flood  out  for  too  great  a price,  or  did  not  fell  himfelf  in  time 
for  what  he  could  obtain. 

If  (as.  Pope  fays)  “ whatever  is,  is  right,”  thofe  trials  may  perhaps  be 
intended  for  our  greater  benefit,  as  leflbns  to  fliew  us,  that  our  kingdom  is 
not  of  this  world,  that  we  are  not  to  expe(51:  any  real  happinefs  in  this  life, 
and  that  the  greatefl  calamities  and  miferies  here  mufl  have  an  end. 

This  reflection,  I own,  has  often  relieved  me  on  many  diflrefling  occur- 
rences. But  how  I will  be  able  to  bear  at  this  time  of  life,  when  nature  is 
far  advanced  in  its  decline,  and  my  conflitution  by  conflant  exercife  of  mind 
very  much  impaired,  the/atal  neceflity  of  quitting  for  ever,  friends,  relations, 
an  ancient  patrimony, — my  natale  Jolum,  to  retire  perhaps  to  fome  dreary 
iiiaufpicious  clime,  there  to  play  the  fchool-boy  again,  to  learn  the  language, 
laws,  and  conflitution  of  the  country;  to  make  new  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances; in  fliort,  to  begin  the  world  anew;  how  this  feparation,  I fay,  from 
every  thing  dear  in  this  fublunary  world,  would  affliCt  me,  I cannot  fay,  but 
w’ith  an  agitated  and  throbbing  heart. 

But  when  Religion  dictates,  and  Prudence  points  out  the  only  way  to 
preferve  poflerity  from  temptation  and  perdition,  I feel  this  confideration 
predominating  over  all  others,  I am  refolved  as  foon  as  poflible  to  fell  out, 
and  to  expatriate;  and  I mufl  content  myfelf  with  the  melancholy  fatis- 
faction  of  treafuring  up  in  my  memory  the  kindneffes  and  affeCtions  of  my 
friends.  Living  or  dying 

I am. 

My  dear  O’Conor, 

Ever  your’s, 

Lawrence  Saul. 

No. 


November  15,  1759. 
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No.  LXIV. 

Letter  of  Mr.  O’Conor  to  Dr.  Curry.  (P.  322.) 

September  16/A,  1759. 

Dear  Sir, 

NO  circumftance  attending  the  Memoirs  gives  me  more 
pain,  than  the  profpedl  you  have  before  you,  that  the  ftorm  of  the  times  is 
to  burft  over  the  heads  of  the  patronizers  of  fuch  a work,  that  is,  over  the 
defencelefs,  the  grieved,  and  hated  part  of  the  nation. — If  our  mafters  are 
fo  far  bent  againll  us,  as  to  be  provoked  at  what  we  may  now  furely  call 
innocent  truths;  letthofe  truths  be  fecreted  for  better  days  and  better  times, 
even  though  no  great  deference  fliould  be  obferved  to  the  errors  of  men, 
who  would  rather  continue  ruinoufly  miftaken,  than  be  unpleafmgly  unde- 
ceived; my  deference  to  fuch  men  would  go  but  a fliort  way;  and  were  I 
author  of  the  Hiftorical  Memoirs,  I would  apprehend  but  very  little  from  the 
open  avowal  of  them.  But,  perhaps  the  true  author,  whoever  he  is,  has 
more  meafures  to  keep  through  the  delicacy  of  his  fituation. 

For  my  part,  I can  fee  neither  relief  nor  perfecution  from  the  complexion 
of  the  prefent  times,  they  feem  not  purified  enough  for  the  one,  nor  implacable 
enough  for  the  other;  and  when  the  fcales  of  political  wifdom  are  thus 
poifed,  let  us  conclude  that  wifdom  and  juftice  will  take  care  one  time  or 
other  to  call  the  balance  on  the  right  fide. 

Y our’s  affedtionately, 

Charles  O’Conor, 


To  the  Same. 

Belanagare,  October  '10th. 

Dear  Sir, 

ON  my  return  two  days  fince  from  Jamestown,  I called  in 
Elphin,  at  Mr.  Stafford’s.  He  informed  me,  that  he  put  a book  which  lately 
came  out,  (on  the  fatal  rebellion  in  1641)  into  tlie  Bifliop’s  hands,  who 
promifed  it  an  impartial  reading.  As  you  might  probably  have  perufed  that 
work,  you  may  be  curious  to  know  what  fo  great  a man’s  thoughts  are  relative 
to  it ; they  are  indeed  pretty  much  what  I forefuw  they  would  be.— ^The 
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autlior  (faid  he)  hath  taken  great  pains  to  fupport  his  fa6ts  by  authentic 
teilimonies,  but  I cannot  approve  of  the  difcretion  of  gentlemen,  who  in  the 
prefent  time  revive  fuch  fads. — Mr.  Stafford  made  no  reply;  nor  could  it 
efcape  his  lordlhip,  that  fuch  fads  are  revived  inceffantly,  in  the  anniverfary 
fermons,  pamphlets,  and  books  of  the  moft  eminent  men  among  us.  But  the 

• charge  of  indifcretion  is  levelled  particularly  at  any  perfon,  who  now  have 
the  audacity  to  controvert  any  matters  fet  forth  in  thefe  periodical  writings. 
For  my  own  part  I cannot  but  approve  entirely  of  the  equity  of  this  judgment: 
nor  can  I fee  the  reafon,  why  a people,  who  contended  in  vain  for  civil 
juftice  in  a former  age,  fliould  have  any  hiflorical  juflice  done  them  in  this ! 
Who  does  not  fee  that  under  all  popular  governments,  popular  contention 
muft  fometimes  arife,  and  that  every  difcomfited  party,  (which  party  muft 
be  furely  always  in  the  wrong)  owe  at  lead  one  duty  to  the  public,  which 
is  either  to  applaud  the  juftice  done  them,  or  leave  the  honor  of  the  panegyric 
to  others. 

, In  the  prefent  cafe  you  fee,  that  nothing  more  than  a refpedful  filence 
is  required,  and  forty  I am  that  the  author  of  the  book  I mention,  did  not 
follow  the  example  fet  him  by  his  own  party  for  feventy  years  pad.  Had  he 
done  fo,  nothing  more  than  the  ufual  courfe  would  be  ferved'up,  on  the 
approaching  anniverfary  of  the  Q3d  inftant;  but  now  I am  not  without 
my  apprebenfions,  that  the  perufal  of  thofe  memoirs  may  fwell  the  bill  of 
fare;  and  prove  expendve  to  thofe,  for  whom  fuch  feafts  are  annually  pre- 
paretl.  Here  I drop  my  melancholy  fubje6t,  having  only  to  add,  that  his 
Ictfdlhip  fufpe^ls  ftrongly,  that  the  author  of  the  book  I mention,  lives  this 
fide  of  the  Shannon;  he  will  doubtlefs  condrm  others  in  this  idea. 

I lay  four  nights  ago  in  Jamestown,  nine  miles  off.  It  contains  an  area 
of  four  or  dve  plantation  acres,  in  an  oblong  fquare,  furrounded  by  a drong 
wall  fix  feet  in  thicknefs,  about  twenty  feet  high;  the  two  great  gates  are 
broken  down.  It  dretches  along  the  Shannon,  under  a riling  ground  to 
the  Wed;  no  fortification  was  ever  worfe  fituated  for  defence.  I give  you 
this  defcription  of  the  place,  as  it  is  almod  as  famous  in  hidory,  for  its 
council  of  bilhops  in  the  civil  war,  as  Trent  is  for  another  council,  which 
'is  equally  the  object  of  popular  odium.  I have  tired  you  and  myfelf. 

Adieu, 

Charles  O’Conor. 
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P.  S.  The  great  man  fet  off  for  Dublin  on  Monday  laft.  He  thought 
that  the  not  procuring  him  the  Iphigenia,  was  owing  rather  to  a defign  in 
fecreting  the  work,  than  the  real  want  of  the  book.  I requeft  you  will  do 
all  you  can  to  hunt  down  this  hiftorical  fugitive,  and  let  him  be  delivered 
bound  up,  or  even  loofe,  to  one  who  is  fo  eager  to  have  him  examined. 


The  Anjwer. 

Dear  Sir, 

I RETURN  a thoufand  thanks  for  both  your  laft  favors. 
Your  great  neighbour’s  obfervation  on  the  Memoirs  is  pleafant  enough. 
After  a very  fhort,  critical,  inquifitive  perufal  of  an  unpleafmg  work,  becaufe 
a work,  deftru6tive  of  one  of  his  principal  topics  of  argumentation  againft  an 
oppofite  party,  whom  he  is  in  the  habit  not  only  of  diffenting  from,  but  de- 
tefting;  for  fuch  a man  to  have  no  other  fault  to  find,  but  indifcretion,  in 
the  publication  of  fuch  truths  at  this  jun6ture,  nay,  to  allow  that  the  author 
has  fupported  his  fafts  by  authentic  evidence — quod  erat  defideratum — 
amounts,  confideratis  confiderandis — to  approbation  and  applaufe.  From  a 
judge  fo  circumftanced  as  his  lordfiiip,  no  more  could  be  expedled;  and  his 
mentioning  the  fault  of  indifcretion,  looks  like  affedted  criticifm ; becaufe 
you  have  ftiewn  it  to  be  entirely  groundlefs,  and  becaufe  it  was,  you  know, 
abfolutely  neceffary  he  fiiould  find  feme  fault.  I have  been  feeking  in  vain 
for  Iphigenia : if  I can  get  her  at  any  price,  the  fliall  be  at  your  fervice. 

Adieu. 

J.  Curry. 


No.  LXV. 

The  Humble  Addy'efs  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and 
Citizens  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  to  His  Grace,  John,  Duke  of  Bedford,  ^c. 
{Page  324.) 

, (From  the  Dublin  Gazette,  December  15,  1789.) 

May  it  please  your  Grace, 

WE,  his  majefty’s  dutiful  and  faithful  fubje6is,  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  gentlemen,  merchants,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  do, 
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with  the  greateft  refpe^b,  approach  the  illuftrious  reprefentative  of  the  beft  of 
kings,  with  our  hearty  congratulations  on  thofe  glorious  fucceffes,  by  fea 
and  land,  which  have  attended  his  majefty’s  arms,  in  the  profecution  of  this 
juft  and  neceflary  war. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  lenity  extended  to  us  by  his  moft  facred 
majefty,  and  by  his  royal  father,  of  happy  memory.  Our  allegiance,  may 
it  pleafe  your  grace,  is  confirmed  by  affection  and  gratitude ; our  religion 
commands  it ; and  it  fhall  be  our  invariable  rule  firmly  and  inviolably  to 
adhere  to  it. 

We  are  called  to  this  duty,  at  the  prefent  time  in  particular,  when  a fo- 
reign enemy  is  meditating  defperate  attempts  to  interrupt  the  happinefs  and 
difturb  the  repofe,  which  thefe  kingdoms  have  fo  long  enjoyed,  under  a mo- 
narch, who  places  his  chief  glory  in  approving  himfelf  the  common  father  of 
all  his  people  : and  we  fmcerely  aflure  your  grace,  that  we  are  ready  and 
willing,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  abilities,  to  aflift  in  fupporting  his  majefty’s  go- 
vernment againft  all  hoftile  attempts  whatfoever. 

Whenever,  my  lord,  it  fhall  pleafe  the  Almighty,  that  the  legiflative  power 
of  this  realm  fhall  deem  the  peaceable  condu6l  of  his  majefty’s  Catholic  fub- 
je6fs  of  Ireland,  for  many  years  paft,  an  obje6l  worthy  of  its  favourable  at- 
tention, we  humbly  hope  means  may  then  be  devifed,  to  render  fo  numerous 
a body  more  ufeful  members  to  the  community,  and  more  ftrengthening 
friends  to  the  ftate,  than  they  could  poflibly  have  hitherto  been,  under  the 
reftraint  of  the  many  penal  laws  againft  them.  We  moft  humbly  befeech 
your  grace  to  reprefent  to  his  majefty  thefe  fentiments  and  refolutions  of 
his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjeds,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  metropolis,  who 
fmcerely  wifh,  that  a peace  honourable  to  his  majefty,  and  advantageous  to 
his  kingdoms,  may  be  the  iffue  of  the  prefent  war ; and  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  may  be  long  governed  by  your  grace,  a viceroy,  in  whom  wifdom, 
moderation,  and  juftice,  are  fo  eminently  confpicuous. 

Dated  this  firft  of  December,  1759.  (nine.) 


His 
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His  Grace  the  Duke  ^Bedford’s  Anjwer  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Dublin,  in  his  Letter  to  the  Right  Honorable  John  Ponsonby, 
Efq.  Speaker  of  the  Honorable  Hoiife  of  Commons. 

(From  the  Dublin  Gazette,  December  l5th,  1759.) 


Dublin  Caftle,  \Oth  of  December,  1759. 


Sir, 

I BEG  the  favor  of  you,  to  return  my  moft  fincere 
thanks  to  the  gentlemen,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Dublin,  for  the  addrefs 
which  you  brought  me  from  them  this  morning,  and  for  the  good  opinion 
which  they  have  therein  exprefled  of  me. 

The  zeal  and  attachment,  which  they  profefs  for  his  majefty’s  perfon  and 
government,  can  never  be  more  feafonably  manifefted,  than  in  the  prefent 
conjun6lure. 

It  gives  me  the  greateft  pleafure  to  find,  that  they  are  fo  fully  fenfible  of 
the  lenity,  which  hath  been  extended  to  them,  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  majefty’s  reign ; and  they  may  be  aflured,  that,  fo  long  as  they  conduct 
themfelves  with  duty  and  affeftion  to  the  king,  they  will  not  fail  to  receive 
his  majefty’s  prote6tion. 

I am,  with  great  truth  and  regard.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Bedford. 


No.  LXVI. 

Letter  of  General  Strode  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant , concerning  the  Landing 

^ Thurot.  (P.  331.) 

INFORMATION  of  Benjamin  Hall,  lieutenant  and  adjutant  to  my  re- 
giment, who  this  moment  arrived  here,  on  his  parade,  from  Carrickfergus, 
in  order  to  get  provifions  for  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  my  regiment  there, 
fays,  that  on  the  2 ill  inft.  three  lliips  appeared  off  the  ille  of  Magee,  Handing 
in  fiiore,  for  the  bay  of  Carrickfergus,  and  at  eleven  o’clock  came  to  an  an- 
chor, about  two  miles  and  a half  to  the  N.  E.  part  of  the  caftle,  and  within 
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mufquet  fliot  of  the  fliore  at  Tliilroot-point.  At  this  time  the  fmall  number 
of  troops  belonging  to  the  gai-rifon,  were  at  exercife,  about  half  a mile  on 
the  road  to  Belfaft;  and  at  a quarter  after  eleven  o’clock,  the  guard  was 
turned  out,  made  up,  and  marched  otf,  to  relieve  that  on  the  French  prifoners 
ill  the  cattle:  the  reft  of  the  men  continued  in  the  field  of  exercife,  where  an 
account  was  foon  brought,  that  the  three  fhips  juft  come  to  anchor  had  taken 
and  detained  two  fifhing  boats,  and  with  them  and  feveral  others  ivere  plying 
on  and  off  between  the  fliore  and  the  fliips;  on  which  immediate  orders  were 
fent  to  the  caftle  for  both  guaids  to  continue  under  arms,  and  double  the 
fentinels  on  the  French  prifoners ; and  be  particularly  ftri6t  and  watchful 
over  them,  till  they  could  be  fatisfied  whether  they  were  friends  or  enemies  ; 
though  at  the  fame  time,  a ftrong  report  prevailed  with  fome,  that  it  was  an 
Englifh  frigate  and  two  ftore  lliips ; but  to  be  convinced  what  they  were, 
after  the  troops  had  affembled  in  the  market  place,  Lieutenant  Hall  went  off 
with  a reconnoitring  party,  and  took  poft  on  a rifmg  ground,  where  lie  could 
plainly  perceive  eight  boats  landing  armed  men ; and  that  they  drew  out  in 
detachments,  and  took  poft  on  the  dykes,  hedges,  and  all  the  rifmg  grounds, 
from  wdience  they  could  have  the  moft.  extenfive  views  : upon  irhich  he  gave 
the  neceftary  orders  to  his  non-commiflion  officers  and  men,  to  have  a watchr 
fid  eye  of  their  approaches;  and  to  take  particular  care,  that. they  did  not  get 
round  them,  by  going  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  undifeovered  : in  order  to  pre- 
vent which  he  pofted  them  himfelf,  and  told  them  as  foon  as  ever  their  ad- 
vanced guard  came  within  fliot,  to  fire  upon  them,  and  continue  fo  to  do, 
until  they  repulfed  them ; or,  if  neceffary  to  retreat,  he  likewife  pointed  that 
out  to  them,  with  orders  to  take  every  opportunity  or  advantage  of  the 
ground,  in  their  retreat,  to  retard  the  enemy’s  approach;  and  to  be  fure  to 
keep  up  a communication  wnth  the  town  as  much  as  pofiible;  and,  on  this 
he  immediately  went  to  the  town  and  acquainted  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jen- 
nings, where  he  met  him  with  the  troops  on  the  parade,  who  immediately  or- 
dered detachments  to  be  made  to  defend  the  gates  of  the  town,  and  all  the 
avenues  leading  thereto;  foon  after  which  the  reconnoitring  party  retired, 
after  having  fpent  all  their  ammunition  : during  which  time  the  lieutenant 
colonel  and  chief  magiftrate  of  the  town,  fent  off  the  flieriff  and  Mr.  Mack- 
lewain  (who  is  captain  of  the  militia  of  the  corporation)  with  orders  to  take 
off  the  French  prifoners  of  war,  and  convey  them  with  all  fpeed  to  Belfaft, 
where  they  Avere  to  receive  further  orders  from  me.  By  this  time  the  enemy 
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were  in  full  march  for  the  town,  which  he  computed  to  be  near  1000  men  ; 
and  two  or  ithree  tlraggling  hutlars,  on  horfes  they  had  picked  up  after  land- 
ing, attempted  to  enter  the  gates,  but  on  the  fhft  fire,  retired,  but  were  foon 
fupported  by  parties  of  foot,  who  attacked  both  the  north  and  Scotch  gates; 
as  alfo  the  garden  walls  of  Lord  Donegal ; but  were  repulfed  alfo,  and  kept 
back  as  long  as  the  men  had  ammunition.  On  which  Colonel  Jennings  or- 
dered the  whole  to  retire  to  the  cable ; which  he  had  fufhcient  time  to  do, 
as  now  tlie  enemy  was  a little  checked  from  our  fire;  and  would  have  been 
more  fo,  if  the  men  had  ammunition.  Before  the  gates  of  the  cable  were 
fhut,  they  made  their  appearance  in  the  market  place;  and  then  it  was,  in 
his  opinion,  the  debru6tion  of  the  enemy  would  have  commenced,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  bill  dreadful  want  of  ammunition,  notwithbanding  the 
fupply  of  powder  they  had  received  a few  days  before  by  my  order, 
from  Belfab,  but  were  in  want  of  ball,  and  even  time,  if  they  had  that,  to 
make  them  up : from  which  the  enemy,  bnding  our  fire  fo  cool,  attacked 
the  gates  fword  in  hand,  which  from  the  battering  of  the  biot  from  both 
fides,  the  bolts  were  knocked  back  and  the  gates  opened,  and  the  enemy 
marched  in:  but  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jennings,  Lord  Wallingford,  Captain 
Bland,  Lieutenant  Ellis,  with  fome  gentlemen,  and  about  fifty  men,  repulfed 
the  enemy  and  beat  them  back.  Here  it  was  he  faw  a great  refolution  in  a 
few  Irifli  boys,  who  defended  the  gate  after  it  was  opened,  with  their  bayo- 
nets; and  thofe  from  the  Half-moon,  after  their  ammunition  was  gone,  threw 
bones  and  bicks.  Had  this  attack  of  the  enemy  been  fupported  with  any 
degree  of  courage,  they  mub  certainly  have  fucceeded  in  it,  but  they  retired 
back  under  cover,  leaving  the  gates  open,  with  our  men  in  the  front  of  it; 
which  gave  them  a fiiort  time  to  confider  Avhat  was  the  beb  to  be  done : 
firb,  to  fee  the  mens’  ammunition,  who  if  they  had  any,  would  have  cer- 
tainly fallied,  and  even  without  it,  had  not  Colonel  Jennings  and  all  the  olfi- 
cers  thought  the  enterprize  too  hazardous.  Then  they  confidered  if  the  gate 
could  be  defended  : the  breach  in  the  cable  w^all,  could  not;  it  being  near 
fifty  feet  long;  and  having  but  a fiiort  time  to  deliberate,  all  agreed  a parley 
fiioidd  be  beat,  and  Lieutenant  Hall  fent  to  know  on  vdiat  terms  they  might 
furrender;  which  was  done  accordingly,  and  on  his  going  out,  found  the 
greatcb  part  of  the  enemy  under  fiielter  of  the  old  walls  and  houfes  before 
the  cable  gate;  and  after  the  ufual  ceremony,  demanded  of  the  commandant 
(the  general  being  wounded)  what  terms  would  be  given  to  the  troops  on 
their  furrender;  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  the  drum  to  call  Colonel  Jennings 
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out  of  the  caftle,  -in  order  to  treat  with  the  French  commandant  on  the  ar- 
cles  of  capitulation,  Avhich  he  fays,  as  well  as  he  can  remember,  were  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

“ Colonel  Jennings  demanded  that  the  troops  fliould  march  out  with  all 
“ the  honours  of  war,  and  the  officers  to  be  on  their  parole  in  Ireland,  and 
“ that  an  equal  number  of  prifoners  ffiould  be  fent  to  France  within  one 

“ month,  or  as  foon  after  as  ffiips  could  be  got  ready  for  that  purpofe. 

“ Granted. 

“ That  the  caftle  of  Carrickfergus  ffiould  not  be  demoliffied,  or  any  of  the 
“ Itores  deftroyed  or  taken  out  of  it. Granted. 

“ That  the  town  and  county  of  Carrickfergus  ffiould  not  be  plundered  or 
“ burnt,  on  condition  the  mayor  and  corporation  furniffied  the  French  troops 
“ with  neceflary  provifions. Granted.” 

That,  as  well  as  he  can  remember,  was  the  verbal  articles  agreed  on;  though 
on  writing  them  the  French  commandant,  after  confulting  his  principal  offi- 
cers, declared  he  could  not  by  any  means  anfwer  to  his  mafter,  the  French 
king,  for  granting  to  his  Britannic  majefty  the  flores  in  the  caftle,  which  he 
inftfted  upon:  and  Colonel  Jennings,  to  his  great  grief,  had  it  not  in  his 
pOAV-er  to  refufe,  declaring  folemnly,  at  the  fame  time  with  a grave  counte- 
nance, that  he  would  rather  have  been  buried  in  the  ruins.  To  which  the 
French  commandant  replied,  that  he  could  not  infert  it  in  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  yet  he  would  give  his  word  of  honour,  and  did  fo,  that  if  there 
was  nothing  of  great  value  in  the  caftle,  belonging  to  the  king,  befides  pow- 
der, he  would  not  touch  it  (which  there  really  was  not) : but  how  far  he  will 
keep  his  promife,  is  not  yet  known.  Likewife  the  magiftrates  of  Carrickfergus, 
not  furnhhing  the  French  with  neceflary  provifions,  they  plundered  the  town, 
declaring  it  was  their  own  fault,  as  they  were  convinced  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  fupply  them,  as  they  had  found  enough  in  the  town  afterwards. 

Mr.  Hall  further  informs  me,  that  he  has  difcovered  by  fome  of  the  French, 
that  there  Avas  a difagreement  betwixt  their  general  and  Captain  Thurot,  the 
general  being  for  the  attack  of  Carrick,  and  Thurot  for  landing  at  the 
White-houfe  and  attacking  Belfaft.  He  likewife  judges  the  frigates  to  be 
one  of  40  guns,  the  other  two  about  20  each. 

Lieutenant  Hall  begs  leave  to  prefent  his  duty  to  your  grace,  and  hopes 
your  grace  Avill  excufe  any  inaccuracy,  that  may  be  in  his  defcription,  as 
he  Avas  no  Avay  provided  with  any  papers,  and  ftates  but  from  his  memory, 
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having  been  often  interrupted  by  numbers  of  gentlemen  of  the  militia,  who 
were  crowding  perpetually  into  the  room  to  receive  orders. 

I beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Belfajf,  Q,3d  Feb.  1760.]  Wm.  Strode. 


No.  LXVII. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Quakers.  334.) 

To  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Dominions  thereunto 

belonging. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  of  the  Kingdom  of 

Ireland. 

May  it  please  the  Kiyo! 

WE,  thy  dutiful  and  faithful  fubje6ts,  being  deeply  impretfed 
with  a fenfe  of  the  lofs  thefe  nations  have  fuftained  by  the  fudden  and 
unexpe6ted  removal  of  thy  royal  grandfather,  our  late  gracious  king,  beg 
leave  to  condole  with  thee  on  this  affefting  event. 

His  mild  and  juft  government  rendered  him  dear  to  all  his  faithful  fubje6ts; 
and  the  particular  indulgence  and  prote6lion  we  have  enjoyed  in  the  free  ex- 
ercife  of  our  religious  duties,  have  left  on  our  minds  lafting  impreflions  of  gra- 
titude and  refpe6t  for  his  memory. 

At  the  fame  time  permit  us  to  congratulate  thee  on  thy  acceffion  to  the 
throne  of  thefe  realms,  in  which  exalted  ftation,  we  truft  in  that  God  by  whom 
kings  reign,  that  thofe  many  virtues  ■which  we  hear  adorn  thy  breaft  (and  for 
which  M'e  are  humbly  thankful  to  the  divine  giver)  will  ever  continue  to  ani- 
mate thy  conduct ; and  thy  gracious  declaration  for  the  encouragement  of 
piety,  and  fuppreftion  of  vice  and  immorality,  gives  us  juft  grounds  to  hope, 
that  thy  reign  will  be  happy  to  thy  people,  and  honorable  to  thyfelf. 

Perfuaded  of  the  clemency  and  benevolence  of  thy  difpofition,  and  con- 
fcious  of  our  own  fidelity  and  afic6lion  to  thy  perfon  and  government,  we  are 
emboldened  to  afk,  and  affured  of  thy  favourable  protection  : a protection  wc 
ftand  the  more  in  need  of,  as  fome  of  our  religious  tenets  (of  the  trutli  of 
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which  we  are  firmly  perfuadeclj  expofe  us  to  fufferings  from  unreafonable 
men.  Such  protection,  we  thankfully  acknowledge,  the  kind  acceptance  of 
our  peaceable  and  dutiful  demeanour  hath  procured  to  us,  during  the  late 
reigns  of  thy  royal  anceftors  ; and  it  is  our  firm  refolution  (through  divine 
affiftance)  to  merit  the  continuance  thereof,  by  behaving  agreeable  to  our 
chriftian  principles,  as  becomes  faithful  fubjedts. 

We  oflTer  up  our  fervent  prayers  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  may  endue  thee 
with  wifdom,  to  rule  in  his  fear ; that  in  thy  days  righteoufnefs  may  exalt 
the  nation ; and  that  thou  may  be  the  happy  inftrument  of  reftoring  a per- 
manent peace ; that  his  protedling  providence  may  fiiield  thee  from  every 
danger,  preferve  thee  long  the  beloved  fovereign  of  a happy  and  grateful  peo- 
ple ; and  perpetuate  their  happinefs  by  continuing  the  erown  in  thy  family  to 
lateft  pofterity. 

Dublin,  the  13th  of  the  11th  month  (called  November)  1760. 


To  the  King’s  moil  excellent  IMajefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  faithful  fubjects,  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
Majefty  with  this  humble  tender  of  our  unfeigned  loyalty,  on  your  Majefty’s 
happy  acceflion  to  the  throne  of  your  anceftors. 

While  your  Majefty’s  fubjedts  of  all  denominations  are  now  endeavouring 
to  be  foremoft  in  the  exertion  of  every  duty  tov^ards  your  Majefty’s  perfon  and 
government ; and  while  all  circumftances  of  affairs  at  home,  and  abroad, 
unite  for  the  prefent  happinefs  and  future  glory  of  your  reign ; permit  us  to 
condole  with  your  Majefty,  and  pour  out  our  lincere  forrow  for  the  lofs  we 
have  fuftained,  by  the  death  of  a monarch,  ,who  had  always  approved  him- 
felf  the  common  father  of  all  his  people ; a lofs  the  more  fenfible  on  our  part, 
as  the  repofe  we  have  fo  long  enjoyed  proceeded  from  his  royal  clemency,  and 
the  mild  adminiftration  of  his  govea  nment  in  this  kingdom. 

Ever  fmce  the  acceftion  of  your  Majefty’s  royal  houfe  to  the  throne  of  thefe 
realms,  we  have  in  a particular  manner  experienced  the  paternal  interpofition 
of  your  illuftrious  predeceflbrs.  We,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  who  are  fo  un- 
fortunately 
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fortunately  cliftinguiflied  from  the  reft  of  our  fellow  fubjedls,  cannot  fubftft 
without  a continuance  of  the  royal  favour  and  protedtion. 

Senfible  of  the  fame  hereditary  coinpaftion  in  your  Majefty’s  breaft,  we  moft 
humbly  hope  for  that  ftiare  in  the  happinefs  of  your  reign,  which  our  pecu- 
liar circumftances  can  admit.  And  we  beg  leave  to  affure  your  Majefty  of 
our  grateful  and  conftant  return  of  aft'edtion  and  loyalty ; a loyalty  which 
our  conduct  has  proved,  and  our  religion  enforces  ; happy  ! might  it  entitle 
us  to  exprefs  a Avifli,  that  of  all  your  IVIajefty’s  dutiful  fubjedts  of  this  king- 
dom, we  alone  may  not  be  left  incapable  of  promoting  the  general  welfare  and 
profperity  of  it. 

May  the  Almighty  fo  influence  and  diredt  your  Majefty’s  councils,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  your  reign,  that  they  may  be  ever  produdtive  of  real  hap- 
pinefs to  all  your  people  ! and  may  that  reign  be  as  memorable  for  its  duration 
and  felicity,  as  for  the  greatnefs  and  variety  of  thofe  bleffings,  which  we  have 
already  fo  much  reafon  to  expedl  from  it. 


No.  LXVIII. 

Exhortation  read  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Chapels  on  the  Day  of  Public  Fajl. 

' {Page  336.) 

Dear  Christians, 

WE  think  it  our  duty  to  remind  you  of  the  gratitude  and  thanks  you  owe 
to  the  Almighty  God,  who  in  thefe  calamitous  times,  fo  fatal  to  other  parts 
of  Europe,  leaves  you  in  the  happy  enjoyment  of  peace  and  all  the  bleflings 
that  attend  it ; bleflings  that  ought  to  fill  your  hearts  with  the  deepeft  fenfe 
of  God’s  mercy  towards  you,  and  thankfulnefs  to  our  chief  governor  here, 
whofe  paternal  care  and  pity,  equally  generous  and  extenfive,  knows  no  dif- 
tiiidlions  of  pcrfons  or  people;  thefe  bleflings  we  attribute  in  a great  meafure 
to  your  peaceable  and  difcreet  behaviour  hitherto  ; wherefore  we  exhort  you 
in  the  bowels  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  continue  to  demean  yourfelves  in  the  fame 
peaceable  manner,  and  to  avoid  every  thing  in  public  or  private,  that  might 
give  the  leaft  fliadow  of  offence ; that  our  miniftry  (as  St.  Paul  fays)  may  not 
be  blamed.  Nor  does  this  caution  proceed  from  any  diffidence  we  have  of 
your  future  condudl : it  is  rather  intended  to  raife  in  your  minds  a lively  fenfe 
of  the  lenity  and  mildnefs  of  our  prefent  moft  gracious  government.  Length 
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of  time,  your  conftant,  ready,  and  chearful  fubmiffion  to  the  ruling  powers, 
and,  above  all,  the  merciful  and  humane  difpofition  of  the  prefent  royal 
family,  have  greatly  worn  otf  the  rigour  of  prejudice  againft  you : thefe  happy 
difpofitions,  encouraged  by  a continuance  of  the  fame  behaviour  in  you,  may 
perhaps  improve  ftill  more  to  your  advantage : but  whether  we  iliall  be 
deemed  worthy  of  future  favour  or  not,  it  is  our  duty,  as  minifters  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  ftrongly  to  enforce  the  obligations  of  a fubmilfive,  obedient,  and 
peaceful  behaviour,  and  yours,  as  chriftians  and  good  fubjefts,  to  fulfil  them 
fteadily  in  your  pradlice. 


No.  LXIX. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  Dublin  in  1761.  (Page  352.) 

To  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq.  late  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Principal 

Secretaries  of  State. 

The  grateful  Addrefs  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

WE,  his  IMajefty’s  rnofl  loyal,  dutiful,  and  affedtionate  fubjefils,  the  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  other  citizens  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  whofe  names  are 
underwritten,  judge  thefe  kingdoms  too  deeply  interefted  in  your  withdraw- 
ing from  the  high  ftation  you  have  lately  fo  eminently  and  greatly  filled,  to 
the  honour  and  fatisfadlion  of  the  crown  and  the  fubjedt,  to  let  fo  important 
an  event  pafs  over  in  filence. 

Though  thus  far  removed  from  the  great  feene  of  a6lion,  we  fenfibly  felt 
the  manifold  good  of  your  truly  patriotic  and  fingularly  Avife  and  upright  ad- 
miniftration.  To  this  Ave  muft  attribute  the  refeuing  Britain  from  the  fliame- 
ful  infedion  of  that  peftilential  minifterial  pradice,  Arhich  called  foreign  mer- 
cenaries to  the  defence  of  a country,  by  her  native  force,  Avhen  properly  ex- 
erted, more  than  a match  for  half  the  powers  of  Europe. 

To  your  fteady  \firtues  Ave  ftand  indebted  for  freeing  our  mother  country 
from  the  reproach  of  calling  foreign  troops  to  defend  her  from  a threatened 
invafion,  and  for  chafiifmg  the  infolence  of  the  vaunting  invader;  infpiring 
the  councils  and  arms  of  Britain  Avith  that  ancient  true  national  fpirit,  Avhich 
Avhen  duly  exerted,  ever  has,  and  ever  mufi;  render  the  Britilh  name  terrible  to 
iier  foes  in  the  utmoft  extremities  of  the  globe. 
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Under  fuch  an  adminiftration,  ^ye  muft  always  fee,  inftead  of  private  inte- 
reft,  merit,  the  only  recommendation  to  places  of  important  truit.  By  fuch 
meafures  as  thefe,  it  is  that  we  have  feen  commerce  accompanying  conqueft  to 
the  remoteft  parts  of  the  earth,  while  fadtion  was  filenced  and  jarring  parties 
reconciled  and  united  at  home. 

Thus,,  Sir,  have  your  Heady  patriot  virtues  raifed  monuments  to  your  fame 
more  durable  than  marble  or  brafs. 

As  the  enemies  of  thefe  kingdoms  never  had  fo  great  caufe  to  rejoice,  as 
they  have  from  your  withdrawing  yourfelf  from  the  fphere  in  which  alone  you 
could  render  thefe  unfpeakably  great  fervices  to  your  country ; fo  the  true 
friends  of  thefe  kingdoms  never  had  more  juft  caufe  to  mourn. 

We  fliould  therefore  think  ourfelves  wanting  in  duty  to  our  patriot  king,  to 
our  mother  country,  as  well  as  our  native,  did  we  omit  giving  this  public  tef- 
timony  of  the  lofs  which  all  fuftain  by  the  'withdrawing  of  a minifter  of  fuch 
matchlefs  abilities  and  equal  fidelity  at  fo  important  and  critical  a conjunc- 
ture as  the  prefent. 

Indulge  us  thus,  great  Sir,  in  venting  our  griefs,  and  blending  our  tears 
with  thofe  of  the  reft  of  our  mourning  brethren  and  fellow  fubje^ts  in  Britain, 
as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  this  kingdom.  Accept  our  moft  hearty  and  un- 
feigned acknowledgments  for  the  unfpeakable  fervices  and  lafting  honours 
you  have  already  done  your  native  country,  and  all  the  dominions  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.  And  give  us  leave  to  aflure  you,  that  we  fhall 
ever  admire,  and  ever  with  profound  refpedl  and  gratitude  remember  the  un- 
paralleled virtues  that  have  fo  eminently  diftinguiflied  your  adminiftration. 


No.  LX.  a. 

{Page  397.) 

HIS  Excellency  George  Vifeount  ToAvnfiiend,  Lord  Lieutenant  General 
and  General  Governor  of  Ireland,  being  arrayed  in  royal  robes,  entered  the 
Ploufe  with  the  ufual  ceremonies  of  grandeur ; the  Earl  of  Tyrone  carry- 
ing the  cap  of  maintenance,  and  the  Earl  of  Charlemont  the  fword  of 
ftate ; two  noblemens’  fons  bearing  the  train  of  the  royal  robe : his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  making  his  cong6  to  the  throne,  afeended 
the  fame,  and  feated  himfelf  in  the  chair  of  ftate  under  the  canopy ; all  the 
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Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  ftanding  robed  in  their  places,  uncovered,  till 
their  Lordlhips  took  their  feats. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  kneeling,  conferred  with  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  then,  handing  on  the  right  hand  of  the  chair  of  hate,  com- 
manded the  Gentleman  Utlier  of  the  Black  Rod  to  repair  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  acquaint  the  Commons  that  it  is  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  pleafure  they  attend  him  immediately  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

And  the  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  being  come,  were  conducted  to  the 
bar,  with  the  ufual  ceremonies  ; where  Mr.  Speaker,  after  a fpeech  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  relation  to  the  money-bills,  delivered  them 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliament,  who  brought  them  to  the  table,  where  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  read  the  titles,  as  follow.  See. 

1.  An  A6l  for  granting  unto  his  Majefty  an  additional  duty  on  beer,  ale, 
ftrong  waters,  wine,  tobacco,  hides,  and  other  goods  and  merchandize 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  prohibiting  the  importation  of  all  gold  and 
filver  lace,  and  of  all  cambrics  and  lawns,  except  of  the  manufadlure  of 
Great  Britain. 

2.  An  Adi  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  feveral  duties,  rates,  impofitions, 
and  taxes  therein  particularly  exprefled,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  intereft  of  the  fums  therein  provided  for  and  towards  the  difeharge  of 
the  faid  principal  fums,  in  fuch  manner  as  therein  is  diredled. 

To  thefe  bills,  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliament  pronounced  the  Royal  Aftent, 
feverally  in  the  words  following,  viz.  “ Le  Roi  remercie  fes  bons  fujets,  ac- 
“ cepte  leur  benevolence,  et  ainfile  veult.” 

Then  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  pleafed  to  make  a fpeech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  as  follows,  viz. 

Jill/  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

The  attention  you  have  ftiewm  to  the  great  objecls  which  have  been  parti- 
cularly recommended  by  me  to  your  conlideration,  and  the  provifions  which 
have  been  made  for  the  fafety  and  fecurity  of  this  kingdom,  call  upon  me, 
not  only  to  exprefs  my  approbation  of,  but  to  thank  you,  as  I now  do,  for 
your  condudt  in  thefe  particulars. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

It  is  with  great  pleafure  that  I thank  you,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  for  the 
fupplies  which  you  have  granted,  and  the  provifion  which  you  made  for  the 
prefent  eftabliftiment,  the  public  credit,  and  the  fafety  of  this  kingdom. 

When 
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When  I flrft  met  you  In  Parliament,  as  I knew  and  could  rely  upon  it,  that 
nothing  could  move  from  his  Majefty,  but  what  would  be  expreffive  of  his 
conftant  and  ardent  defire  to  maintain  and  prefervc  every  conftitutional  right 
to  his  people,  I little  thought  that  any  thing  Av^ould  happen  during  the  courfe 
of  this  felTion,  that  could  poffibly  affe6t  the  juft  rights  of  his  INIajefty,  and  of 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  fo  as  to  afford  his  Majefty  any  juft  caufe  of  dif- 
fatisfa6tion,  and  make  it  neceffary  for  me,  fpeclally  to  aflert  and  vindicate 
thofe  rights. 

Therefore  it  is  with  great  concern  that  I have  feen  and  obfeiwed  in  the  Votes 
and  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  printed  by  your  order,  a late  pro- 
ceeding by  you,  of  fuch  a nature  and  of  fuch  effeft,  with  refpe6t  to  the  rights 
of  his  Majefty  and  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  as  to  make  it  neceffary  for  me, 
on  this  day,  and  in  this  place,  to  take  notice  of  and  animadvert  thereupon ; 
I mean  the  vote  and  refolution  of  the  2lft  day  of  November  laft,  by  which 
you.  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  declare,  that  a bill,  intitled, 
“ An  a6l  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  feveral  duties,  rates,  impofitions  and 
taxes  therein  particularly  expreffed,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  fums  therein  provided  for  and  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  laid 
principal  fums,  in  fuch  manner  as  is  therein  diredled,”  which  had  been  duly- 
certified  from  hence  to  liis  Majefty,  and  by  his  Majefty  had  been  tranfmitted 
in  due  form,  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  and  vdiich  had  been  read 
a firft  time  by  you,  and  vdiich  was  rejeded  by  you  on  that  day,  Avas  fo  re- 
jefted,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  your  houfe. 

This  vote  and  this  refolution  of  yours,  declaring,  that  the  faid  bill  was  re- 
jected, becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  your  houfe,  being  contrary  to  the 
aCts  of  parliament  of  this  kingdom  of  the  10th  of  Henry  VIL  and  the  3d  and 
4th  of  Philip  and  iMary,  and  the  ufage  and  praClice  ever  fince,  and  intrench- 
ing upon  the  juft  rights  of  his  Majefty  and  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  to 
tranfmit  fuch  bills  to  be  treated  of  and  conlidered  in  Parliament  here ; I am 
now  to  affert  his  IMajefty’s  royal  authority,  and  the  rights  of  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  in  this  refpeCl,  and  in  fuch  a manner  as  may  be  moft  public 
and  permanent ; and  therefore  I do  here  in  full  Parliament,  make  my  public 
proteft  againft  the  faid  vote  and  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; by 
which  you.  Gentlemen  of  that  Houfe,  declare,  that  the  faid  bill  was  rejected 
t>y  you,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  your  houfe,  and  againft  the  entries 
of  Jhe  faid  vote  and  refolution,  which  remain  in  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe 
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of  Commons ; and  1 do  require  the  Clerks  of  this  Houfe  now  to  read  my  faid 
Proteft,  and  to  enter  it  in  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe,  that  it  may  there  re- 
main to  future  ages,  as  a vindication  of  the  undoubted  right  and  authority 
of  his  Majefty,  and  of  the  rights  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  this 
particular. 

In  this  Proteft,  I think  myfelf  warranted  in  all  refpe6ts,  and  if  it  needed,  as 
I conceive  it  doth  not,  any  other  hrength  than  that,  which  it  derives  from 
the  hatutes  which  I have  mentioned,  and  from  the  ufage  and  pra6lice  ever 
fince,  it  would  be  found  in  that  precedent  which  appears  in  the  Journals  of 
this  Houfe  of  the  3d  day  of  November,  1692,  under  the  reign  of  that  glorious 
and  immortal  Prince  King  William  III.  the  great  deliverer  of  thefe  king- 
doms, and  the  conftant  and  magnanimous  alferter  and  preferver  of  the  civil 
and  religious  rights  of  mankind. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then,  by  his  Excellency’s  command,  delivered  the 
faid  Proteft  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  which  he  read  at  the  table,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz. 

Townshend. 

Whereas  at  a Parliament  holden  at  Drogheda,  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  VII.  an  A6l  was  made  for  and  concerning  the  order,  manner 
and  form  of  Parliaments,  to  be  holden  and  kept  in  this  realm  of  Ireland ; and 
by  another  a6l  made  at  a Parliament,  holden  at  Dublin  in  the  3d  and  4th 
years  of  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  it  was  ordained,  ena6led,  and  efta- 
blilhed,  that  no  Parliament  fliould  be  fummoned  or  holden  within  this  realm 
of  Ireland,  until  fuch  time  as  the  Lieutenant,  Lord  Deputy,  Lord  Juftice, 
Lords  Juftices,  Chief  Governor  or  Governors,  or  any  of  them,  and  the  council 
of  this  realm,  for  the  time  being,  fhould  have  certified  the  King  and  Queen’s 
Majefties,  her  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  under  the  great  feal  of  thi^s  realm  of  Ireland, 
the  confiderations,  caufes  and  articles  of  fuch  a6ts,  provifions,  and  ordinances, 
as  by  them  fiiould  be  thought  meet  and  necelfary  to  be  ena6ted  and  paffed 
here  by  the  Parliament,  and  fhould  have  received  again  their  Majefties’ 
anfwer,  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  declaring  their  pleafures,  either  for 
pafling  the  faid  a6ts,  provifions,  and  ordinances,  in  the  form  and  tenor  as  they 
fhould  be  fent  into  England,  or  elfe  for  the  change  or  alteration  of  them,  or 
any  part  of  the  fame  ; and  that  as  well  after  every  authority  and  licence,  fent 
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into  this  realm  of  Ireland,  for  fummoning  and  holding  a Parliament,  as  alfo 
at  all  times  after  the  fiimmons,  and  during  the  time  of  every  Parliament,  to  be 
thereafter  holden  within  this  realm  of  Ireland,  the  Lieutenant,  Lord  Deputy, 
Lord  Juftice,  Lords  Juftices,  Chief  Governor  or  Chief  Governors,  and  Coun- 
cil of  this  realm  of  Ireland,  for  the  time  being,  diould  and  might  certify  all 
fuch  other  confiderations,  caufes,  tenors,  provifions  and  ordinances,  as  they 
Ihould  further  think  good  to  be  enadted  and  eftablidied,  at  and  in  the  faid 
Parliament,  to  the  King  and  Queen’s  Majeflies,  her  heirs  and  fucceffors,  un- 
der the  great  feal  of  this  realm  of  Ireland,  and  fuch  confiderations,  caufes, 
tenors,  provifions  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  as  fliould  be  thereupon 
certified  and  returned  into  this  realm,  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  and  no 
others,  Ihould  and  might  pafs,  and  be  ena6ted  here  in  any  fuch  Parliament 
within  this  faid  realm  of  Ireland,  in  cafe  the  fame  confiderations,  caufes,  te- 
nors, provifions  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  fiiould  be  agreed  or  refolved 
on  by  the  three  eftates  of  the  faid  Parliament.  And  whereas  in  this  prefent 
fefiion  of  Parliament,  a bill  intitled,  “ An  A6l  for  granting  to  bis  Majefiy  the 
feveral  duties,  rates,  impofitions  and  taxes  therein  particularly  exprelfed,  to 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  intereftof  the  fums  therein  provided  for,  and 
towards  the  difeharge  of  the  faid  principal  fums  in  fuch  manner  as  is  therein 
dire6led,  which  had  been  certified  by  us,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  king- 
dom, and  by  the  Council  of  this  kingdom,  unto  the  King’s  Majefiy,  under 
the  great  feal  of  this  kingdom  ; and  by  his  Majefiy  approved  of,  and  returned 
into  this  kingdom,  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  us  fent  tc/ 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  confidered  of  in  this  prefent  Parliament; 
the  faid  Commons,  having  the  faid  bill  before  them,  did  read  the  faid  bill  the 
firfi  time  on  the  2]  ft  day  of  November  lafi ; and  on  the  fame  21  ft  day  of  No- 
vember, a motion  being  made  in  the  faid  Iloufe,  and  thequefiion  put,  “ That 
the  fame  bill  be  read  a fecond  time  on  the  morrow  morning:”  it  palled  in  the 
negative.  And  afterwards,  on  the  fame  21  ft  day  of  November,  another  mo- 
tion was  made  in  the  faid  Iloufe  of  Commons,  and  the  queftion  put,  “ That 
the  fame  bill  be  rejefted  it  palled  in  the  affirmative.  And  afterwards,  on 
the  fame  21ft  day  of  November,  a motion  u^as  made  in  the  faid  Iloufe  of 
^Commons,  and  the  queftion  put,  “ That  the  faid  bill,  is  rejedled  becaufe  it 
did  not  take  its  rife  in  that  Iloufe;”  it  was  carried  in  the  aftirmative.  And 
the  faid  Iloufe  of  Commons  thereupon,  the  fame  day,  refolved,  that  the  faid 
bill  was  rejefted,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  that  Houfe.  All  which 
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motions,  queftions,  votes,  refolutions  and  proceedings,  appear  to  us  in  the 
Journals  or  Votes  of  the  faid  Iloufe  of  Commons,  printed  and  publitlied  by 
and  under  their  order  and  authority ; and  Avhich  vote  and  refolution  of  the 
faid  Houfe  of  Commons,  declaring,  that  the  faid  bill  was  reje6led,  becaufe  it 
did  not  take  its  rife  in  that  Houfe,  do  tend  to  exclude  his  Majefly  and  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  from  the  right  of  tranfmitting  any  bills  for  granting 
to  his  Majefty  and  his  fuccelfors,  money  or  other  aids,  and  are  not  confiftent 
with,  but  contrary  to  the  faid  recited  a6ts  of  Parliament,  and  the  ufage  and 
practice  ever  fince  the  making  thereof ; and  do,  in  effedt,  intrench  upon  his 
Majefty ’s  royal  power  and  authority,  and  the  juft  and  undoubted  rights  of  the 
crotvn  of  Great  Britain. 

We  therefore  the  faid  Lord  Lieutenant,  as  well  to  affert  the  juft  rights  of  his 
jMajefty  and  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  (whereof  we  are,  and  ever  will  be  moft 
tender)  in  tranfmitting  fuch  bills  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  to  be 
confidered  of  in  Parliament,  as  to  difeharge  the  truft  repofed  in  us,  and  pre- 
vent the  inconveniencies  which  may  hereafter  happen  by  the  faid  vote  and 
refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  declaring,  that  the  faid  bill  was  re- 
iedted  for  the  caufe  therein  mentioned,  being  made  public  and  remaining  in 
their  journals,  without  any  contradidlion  or  animadverfion,  have  thought  it 
neceflary  this  day,  in  full  Parliament  to  proteft,  and  we  do  accordingly  proteft 
ao-ainft  the  aforefaid  vote  and  refolution  of  the  faid  Ploufe  of  Commons,  made 
and  paired,  declaring,  that  the  faid  bill  was  rejedted,  becaufe  it  did  not  take 
its  rife  in  that  Houfe,  and  appearing  in  their  journals  or  votes.  And  we  do 
alfert,  proteft  and  declare,  that  it  is  the  juft  and  undoubted  right  of  his  Ma- 
jefty and  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  obferving  the  forms  in  the  faid  feveral 
adls  preferibed,  to  tranfmit  bills  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  for 
granting  of  aids  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccelfors  ; which  faid  bill,  fo 
tranfmitted,  ought  to  be  read  and  confidered  of  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
this  kingdom,  without  being  rejedted  by  the  faid  Houfe,  on  account  only  of 
their  not  taking  their  rife  in  that  Houfe;  and  therefore  the  rejedting  of  the  faid 
bill  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  that  Houfe,  and  the  faid  recited  vote 
and  refolutions  of  the  faid  Houfe  of  Commons,  declaring,  that  the  faid  bill 
Avas  rejedted,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  that  Houfe,  are  not  confiftent 
with,  but  contrary  to,  the  adls  of  parliament  herein  before  mentioned,  and 
the  pradlice  and  ufage  in  all  Parliaments  fince  the  making  thereof;  and  alfo 
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highly  derogatory  to  his  Majefty’s  royal  authority  and  the  rights  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain. 

After  which  the  lord  chancellor,  by  his  excellency’s  further  command,  faid  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  pleafure,  that  this  Parliament 
be  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  20th  day  of  March  next,  to  be  then  here  held  ; 
and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  20th  day  of 
March  next. 

No.  LXI.  a. 

Proteji  of  five  Lords  againfi  the  Lord  Lieutenant' s Right  of  Protefiing. 

{Page  400.) 

MOTION  being  made,  that  the  fpeaker  of  this  houfe  be  defired  to  dire6t 
that  no  proteft  of  any  perfon  whomfoever,  who  is  not  a lord  of  parliament,  and 
a member  of  this  houfe,  and  which  doth  not  refpe6t  a matter  which  had  been 
previoufly  in  queftion  before  this  houfe,  and  Avherein  the  lord  protefting  had 
taken  part  Avdth  the  minority  either  in  perfon  or  by  proxy,  be  entered  in  the 
journals  of  this  houfe. 

And  a debate  arifing  thereupon,  the  queftion  w^as  put,  and  the  houfe 
divided  ; 

The  Earl  of  Drogheda  reported,  that  the  contents  below  the  bar  were  5 ; 
and  the  non-contents  in  the  houfe  were  30. 

It  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Difientient : 

1.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  it  is  the  foie  and  exclufive  right  and  privi- 
lege of  a lord  of  parliament  and  member  of  this  houfe,  to  have  his  protell 
entered  on  the  journals  of  this  houfe : and  that  even  a lord  of  parliament 
and  member  of  this  houfe  cannot  have  his  proteft  fo  entered,  except  upon  a 
matter  previoufly  in  queftion  before  this  houfe,  wherein  the  lord  protefting 
took  part  with  the  minority,  either  in  perfon  or  by  prox}". 

2.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  this  regulation  of  the  privilege  of  protelling, 
Hands  upon  the  fame  principle;  in  confcquence  of  which,  this  privilege  hath 
obtained  among  the  lords,  and  not  among  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
the  latter,  we  apprehend,  are  confidercd  by  the  conftitution,  as  aftuated  and 
jullilied  by  the  fentiments  of  thofe  whom  they  reprefent : whereas  the  lords, 
who  a61,  not  as  deputies,  but  in  their  own  right,  are  more  pcrfonally  refponlible 
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for  tlieir  coiidu6l  to  pofterity.  The  pra6tice  of  a permanent  juftification, 
alfo  f ems  to  have  deemed  a more  neceffary  guard  upon  a body,  Avhofe  power 
w'as  p'=rmanent.  Hence  we  conceive  the  privilege  of  protefting  arofe,  that  a 
lord  againll;  whom  the  majority  had  declared,  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
vindicating  liimfelf  to  future  times,  which  the  original  cuftom  of  inferting 
the  name  of  each  lord  on  the  jcurnals,  with  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  quef- 
tion  rendered  more  unncceffary : and  we  therefore  apprehend,  as  it  would  be 
abfurd  for  a lord  to  jullify  his  condudl  where  he  had  not  a6ted,  that  the  pri- 
vilege of  protefting  had  been  by  reafon  as  well  as  by  pradlice  confined  to 
cafes,  in  which  the  lord  protefting  had  taken  a part,  and  in  which,  upon 
queftion,  the  majority  had  been  on  a difterent  opinion. 

3.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  the  Earl  of  Stratford,  who  firft  attempted, 
and  that  but  in  a fingle  inftance,  to  enter  his  proteft,  as  chief  governor,  upon 
the  journals  of  this  houfe,  was  a perfon  of  fuch  an  arbitrary  fpirit,  and  the 
times,  in  which  he  lived,  of  fo  bad  example,  and  his  faid  proteft  fo  informal 
and  faulty  in  itfelf,  that  fuch  his  proceeding  ought  not  to  be  conftdered  as 
a precedent. 

4.  Becaufe  we  apprehend,  that  the  only  fubfequent  inftance,  to  wit,  the 
proteft  of  Lord  Sydney,  which  was  made  in  heat  by  that  governor,  whofe 
condudl  was  difapproved  on  his  recal  to  England,  which  foon  followed,  and 
founded  upon  the  former  example,  which  ought  not  to  have  been  imitated, 
was  ftill  more  irregular  and  improper,  inafmuch  as  it  related  to  a matter, 
which  had  never  been  before  this  houfe,  and  refpe^ed  the  privileges  and 
proceedings  of  the  other  houfe  of  parliament. 

*5.  Becaufe  we  conceive  it  to  be  peculiarly  neceflary,  at  this  time,  to  ex- 
prefs  our  fentiments  upon  this  fubjeft,  when  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend, 
that  it  is  intended,  that  a proteft  ftiould  be  entered  upon  the  jouiaials  of  this 
houfe,  relative  to  the  proceedings  and  privileges  of  the  other  houfe  of  par- 
liament, in  imitation  of  the  laft  mentioned  proteft. 

6.  Becaufe  we  apprehend,  that  we  ought  not  to  fuffer  this  diftingui fired 
privilege  of  the  lords  to  be  invaded  or  afllrmed  by  any  perfon,  in  whatever 
ftation.  And  that  we  ought  particularly  to  refift  any  fuch  attempt,  when 
it  may  be  to  involve  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  other  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment alfo,  and  may  therefore  be  produ6tive  of  dilfention  between  the  two 


houfes. 

Louth, 

Mountrnorres, 

Charlenront, 

Longford. 

■ 

Powerfcourt, 

No. 


APPENDIX. 


28f 


No.  LXIL 

Protejl  of  fixtem  Lords  againjl  the  Entry  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Protef  on 

the  Journals.  (P.  410.) 

Dijfentienty 

1.  BECAUSE  we  conceive,  that  by  the  entering  of  the  lord  lieutenant’s 
proteft  upon  the  journals  of  this  houfe,  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feffion,  the 
privileges  of  this  houfe,  and  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  peerage,  have 
been  moll  flagrantly  infringed  and  violated ; and  that  therefore  the  earlieft 
opportunity  thould  be  feized  of  vindicating  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
peerage,  and  of  wiping  away  the  affront,  which  this  houfe  has  received 
therein,  by  expunging  from  its  journals  this  matter  of  offence  which  has 
been  unwarrantably  and  illegally  obtruded  upon  them. 

2.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  the  above  mentioned  protefl  contains  in  it 
matter  in  the  highefl  degree  illegal  and  unconftitutional,  in  as  much  as  it 
claims  a right,  and  prefumes  to  animadvert  upon  fome  proceedings  of  the 
lower  houfe  of  parliament.  Now  we  are  bold  to  affert,  that  whenever  any 
one  branch  of  the  legiflature  fliall  arrogate  a right  to  animadvert  upon  either 
of  the  other  tu^o  branches,  the  branch  of  the  legiflature  fo  fubje6t  to  ani- 
madverfion  would  inflantly  ceafe  to  be  part  of  the  fupreme  power ; the  ba- 
lance of  the  conftitution  would  be  overturned,  and  that  branch  in  which  this 
jurifdi6lion  refided,  Avould  be  completely  fovereign ; a fuppofition,  which  is 
equally  abhorrent  to  the  fpirit  and  to  the  letter  of  the  conftitution. 

3.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  this  houfe  hath  and  ought  to  have  the  foie 
and  exclufive  dominion  over  its  own  journals,  in  like  manner  as  the  com- 
mons have  over  theirs : and  that  the  lord  lieutenant  hath  no  more  risht  to 
order  an  entry  to  be  made  upon  our  journals  than  he  hath  to  order  an 
entry  to  be  made  upon  the  journals  of  the  commons ; and  we  conceive, 
that  as  the  crown,  though  a branch  of  the  legiflature,  is  no  eftate  of  par- 
liament, therefore  the  crown  or  its  reprefentative,  can  have  no  jurifdic- 
tion  over  the  journals  of  the  eftates  of  parliament,  which  are  the  re- 
cords of  the  proceedings  of  the  deliberative  branches  of  the  legiflature, 
Avhereof  the  crown  is  not  one.  And  we  are  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opi- 
nion, by  refledling,  that  there  is  not  a finglc  inftance  even  in  the  moft  arbi- 
trary times,  of  fuch  a power  being  claimed  or  exercifed  by  the  crown,  in 
Great  Britain,  over  the  journals  of  the  Britifli  peers.  We  apprehend  alfo, 
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that  no  matter  can  with  propriety  be  entered  upon  the  journals  of  thishoufe, 
without  the  leave  of  this  lioufe  previoufly  had  or  implied,  as  is  clearly 
evinced  by  the  conftant  pradice  of  l eading  the  minutes  by  the  clerk  before 
the  houfe  is  adjourned,  in  order  that  every  peer  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
preventing  any  thing  improper  from  being  entered  upon  the  journals.  Now 
on  the  laft  day  of  the  laft  feffion,  no  fuch  opportunity  was  given,  the  read- 
ing of  the  minutes  having  been  prevented  by  the  prorogation. 

4.  Becaufe,  though  it  hath  been  aiferted,  that  the  journals  of  this  houfe, 
being  public  records,  it  is  improper  that  any  alteration  fliould  be  made 
therein  we  are  of  opinion,  that  this  maxim  extends  only  to  the  judicial 
proceedings  of  this  houfe,  not  feeing  that  in  other  inftances  there  is  any  rea- 
fon  to  diftinguiflr  between  the  journals  of  this  houfe  and  thofe  of  the  other 
houfe  of  parliament,  from  which  matters  have  frequently  been  expunged  ; 
As  it  is  alfo  notorious,  that  matters,  not  of  a judicial  nature,  have  frequent- 
ly been  expunged  from  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, Indeed,  were  it  otherwife,  the  fpeaker  or  even  the  clerk  of  this  houfe, 
or  any  indifferent  perfon,  who  might  however  irregularly,  get  accefs  to  the 
journal  book,  might  infert  therein  matter  of  the  moft  criminal  import, 
amounting  even  to  the  crime  of  treafon  ; and  it  would  be  a ftrange  folecifm  to 
fay,  that  fuch  infertion  muft  for  ever  remain,  to  the  difgrace  of  this  houfe, 
■without  any  power  in  us  to  expunge  and  purge  away  fuch  obnoxious  matter. 

5.  Becaufe  it  hatli  been  declared  to  be  a high  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
parliament,  that  the  crown  fliould  take  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  either 
houfe  of  parliament,  unlefs  the  fame  lliall  be  regularly  laid  before  it ; a cir- 
cumftance,  in  which  we  conceive,  that  the  proteft  of  Lord  Strafford,  however 
in  all  other  refpedls  irregular  and  uncoiiftitutional,  hath  the  advantage  over 
thofe  of  Lord  Sydney  and  of  our  prefent  chief  governor. 

6.  Becaufe  we  think  this  entry  peculiarly  impropei’,  inafmuch  as  the  vice- 
roy hath  therein,  by  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  made  our  jour- 
nals the  inftrument  of  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  other  houfe  of  par 
liament,  a practice  which,  if  not  difcountenanced  by  us,  might  probably 
end  in  a rupture  between  the  two  houfes. 

Leinfter,  by  proxy,  Moira,  by  proxy, 

Weftmeath,  Longford, 

Lanefborough,  Mountcailiel, 

Shannon,  ' Knapton, 

Li  tie, 
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Lifle, 

Mornington, 

Powerfcourt, 

Charlemont, 

Baltinglafs, 


Louth, 

Bellamont, 

Be6live, 

Molefworth. 


No.  LXIII. 

The  Catholic's  Teji  of  Allegiance  prefcrihed  by  \Zth  and  \Ath  Geo.  III. 

c.  XXXV.  {Page  427.) 

I A.  B.  do  take  Almighty  God  and  his  only  Son  Jefus  Chrifl;  my  Re- 
deemer to  witnefs,  that  I will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  our 
inoft  gracious  fovereign  lord  King  George  the  Third,  and  him  will  defend  to 
the  utmoft  of  my  power  againft  all  confpiracies  and  attempts  whatever,  that 
fliall  be  made  againft  his  perfon,  crown,  and  dignity;  and  I will  do  my 
utmoft  endeavour  to  difclofe  and  make  known  to  his  majefty,  and  his  heirs, 
all  treafons  and  traiterous  confpiracies,  which  may  be  formed  againft  him  or 
them ; and  I do  faithfully  promife  to  maintain,  fupport  and  defend,  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power,  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown  in  his  majefty’s  family, 
againft  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  hereby  utterly  renouncing  and 
abjuring  any  obedience  or  allegiance  unto  the  perfon  taking  upon  himfelf 
the  ftile  and  title  of  Prince  of  \Vales,  in  the  life  time  of  his  father,  and  who 
fince  his  death  is  faid  to  have  aflumed  the  ftile  and  title  of  king  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  name  of  Charles  the  Third,  and  to  any  other 
perfon  claiming  or  pretending  a right  to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms ; and  I 
do  fwear,  that  I do  reje(5l  and  deteft  as  unchriftian  and  impious  to  believe, 
that  it  is  lawful  to  murder  or  cleftroy  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  for 
or  under  pretence  of  their  being  Ilereticks ; and  alfo,  that  unchriftian  and 
impious  principle,  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  Hereticks ; I further  de- 
clare, that  it  is  no  article  of  my  faith,  and  that  I do  renounce,  rejeft,  and 
abjure  the  opinion,  that  princes  excommunicated  by  the  pope  and  council, 
or  by  any  authority  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  or  by  any  authority  whatfoever, 
may  be  clepofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubje^ts,  or  by  any  perfon  whatfoever; 
and  I do  promife,  that  I will  not  hold,  maintain,  or  abet,  any  fuch  opinion, 
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or  any  other  opinion,  contrary  to  what  is  expreffed  in  this  declaration;  and 
I do  declare,  that  I do.  not  believe,  that  the  pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other 
foreign  prince,  prelate,  ftate,  or  potentate  hath,  or  ought  to  have  any  tem- 
poral or  civil  jurifdi6lion,  power,  fuperiority,  or  pre-eminence,  diredly  or 
indire6lly,  within  this  realm;  and  I do  folemnly  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and 
of  his  only  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  my  Redeemer,  profefs,  teftify  and  declare,  that 
I do  make  this  declaration,  and  every  part  thereof,  in  the  plain  and  ordinary 
fenfe  of  the  words  of  this  oath,  without  any  evafion,  equivocation,  or  men- 
tal refervation  whatever,  and  M’ithout  any  difpenfation  already  granted  by 
the'pope  or  authority  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  or  any  other  perfon  whatever ; 
and  without  thinking  that  I am  or  can  be  acquitted  before  God  or  man,  or 
abfolved  of  this  declaration,  or  any  part  thereof,  although  the  pope,  or  any 
other  perfon  or  perfons,  or  authority  whatfoever  fliall  difpenfe  with  or  annul 
the  fame,  or  declare  that  it  was  null  and  void  from  the  beginning. 

So  help  me  Godi 


No.  LXIV. 

From  the  Debates  in  the  Britijh  Honfe  of  Commons.  {Page  444) 

As  foon  as  the  ceremony  of  fwearing  in  the  re-ele6led  and  neAV  members 
was  over, 

Colonel  Luttrcll  rofe,  and  reminded  the  houfe,  that,  previous  to  the  recefs,. 
he  had  expreffed  a defire  to  fay  fomething  relative  to  the  very  critical  fituation 
of  Ireland;  and  that  he  had  been  prevented  from  indulging  that  defire  by  a 
requeft  from  an  honourable  member  (Mr.  Byng),  thathe  would  not  introduce 
any  queftion  upon  fo  important  a fubjedt  in  the  abfence  of  his  majefty’s  mi- 
nifters,  who  having  been  at  that  time  juft  appointed,  had  vacated  their  feats 
in  that  houfe,  and  confequently  could  not  be  prefent  at  the  difcuffion  of  a fub- 
je6l,  which  he  owned  ought  not  to  be  agitated  without  them:,  that  the  fame 
honorable  member  had  requefted  he  would  fpeak  to  them,  before  he  tliould  fay 
any  thing  relative  to  Ireland  in  that  houfe;  and  aflured  him  at  the  fame  time, 
that  he  would  find  the  new  fervants  of  the  crown  moft  ready  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  promote  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  every  part  of  his 
majefty’s  dominions. 


He 
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He  had  given  way  to  the  defire  of  the  honorable  member,  and  had  con- 
ferred with  two  of  the  new  minifters,  and  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  fay  pub- 
lickly  of  them,  that  he  found  them  extremely  well  difpofed  to  do  every  thing 
in  reafon  to  quiet  the  difcontents  of  the  people  of  Ireland ; as  far  as  they  were 
concerned  he  was  fatisfied;  but  as  he  then  faAV  in  his  place  a right  honorable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Eden)  who  knew  heft  the  fituation  of  Ireland,  he  certainly 
wiflied  that  before  his  return  the  right  honorable  gentleman  would  explain  to 
the  houfe,  a little  of  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  in  that  kingdom. 

]\Ir.  Eden  thought  that  in  a fituation,  fuch  as  Ireland  then  flood,  the  eyes  of 
men  were  turned  upon  him,  who  being  a member  of  the  legiflature  of  that 
kingdom,  as  well  as  of  this,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  a miniflerial  capacity  in 
the  former,  muff  be  fuppofed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
jealoufies  and  demands  of  the  people  of  Ireland ; he  prefumed  that  it  would 
be  expedled  of  him  to  fay  fomething  of  affairs  in  which  he  himfelf  had  borne 
a part;  and  to  propofe  fome  meafure,  which  diould  tend  to  conciliation  with 
Ireland,  in  the  prefent  very  alarming  fituation  of  that  kingdom;  it  was  his  in- 
tention therefore,  before  he  fhould  fit  down,  to  make  a motion  on  that  fubjedt; 
but  firfl  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  give  a fliort  fketch  of  the  hiflory  of 
Irifh  affairs  for  the  lafl  two  years. 

(As  the  public  are  acquainted  with  all  the  political  fadfs  that  have  occurred 
in  Ireland  during  that  period,  we  fliall  not  enter  into  them  fo  minutely  as 
Mr.  Eden  did ; we  ihall  therefore  only  flate  the  general  heads,  and  the  obfcr- 
vations  that  he  made  on  them.) 

He  faid,  that,  when  the  adfs  paffed  in  England  for  enlarging  the  trade  of 
• Ireland,  and  admitting  that  kingdom  to  an  equal  participation  of  trade 
with  England,  the  people  of  the  former,  inftead  of  being  filled  with  gratitude 
for  the  bleffing  which  had  been  jufl  extended  to  them,  began  to  be  jealous, 
left  they  fliould  lofe  that  bleffing  which  they  prized  fo  much;  and,  feeing 
before  them  the  bright  profpe(5t  which  a free  trade  opened  to  their  view,  their 
firft  fentiment  was  fear,  that,  at  fome  future  period,  the  fame  power,  which 
had  conferred,  might  refume  that  grant:  and  fome  circumftances  occurred, 
which  tended  greatly  to  encreafe  the  fears  of  the  people  on  this  head;  for  in 
the  very  next  fefiion  of  the  Englilh  parliament,  Ireland  was  mentioned  in  four 
■<lifferent  a61s;  fo  that  the  Iriili  were  thereby  alarmed,  left  the  power  which 
arfunicd  a right  to  bind  Ireland,  even  after  a free  trade  had  been  granted  to 
her,  might,  when  the  circumftances  of  affairs  would  warrant  fuch  a piocecd- 
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ing,  refort  back  again  to  that  commercial  monopoly,  which  had  juft  been 
broken;  and  they  then  began  to  look  into  their  own  conftitution.  It  was 
true,  that  thofe  four  adls,  in  which  Ireland  w’as  bound,  were  not  of  a nature  to 
afford  grounds  for  any  fuch  apprehenfion ; for  they  related  to  very  trifling 
matters,  no  ways  injurious,  one  of  which,  on  the  contrary,  was  beneficial  to 
Ireland;  but  ftill  they  created  jealoufies,  and  gave  rife  to  many  arguments  in 
the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  Mr.  Grattan  had  formally  complained  of 
them,  as  fubverfive  of  the  conftitutional  independence,  as  it  was  called,  of  the 
parliament  of  Ireland.  The  volunteers  all  complained  of  them;  and  when  he 
mentioned  the  volunteers,  he  might  be  faid  to  mention  the  whole  nation, 
which,  as  with  one  voice,  maintained  that  no  power  on  earth  had  a right  to 
legiflate  for  Ireland,  but  the  king  and  parliament  of  Ireland.  In  fpeaking  of 
the  volunteers,  he  mull  take  that  opportunity,  he  faid,  to  bear  his  public  tefti- 
mony  to  their  fteady  loyalty,  and  attachment  to  Great  Britain ; and  their 
conftant  declarations,  that  the  enemies  of  England  fiiould  be  the  enemies  of 
Ireland;  but  it  was  not  by  words  only  or  profeffions,  that  they  manifefted 
their  loyalty;  they  proved  it  by  their  deeds;  and  when  the  combined  fleets 
threatened  the  country  with  an  invafion,  it  was  impofiible  to  deferibe  with 
what  alacrity  and  fpirit  they  made  a tender  of  their  fervices  to  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant ; and  this  too  without  any  previous  communication  among  themfelves, 
or  concert  whatfoever : for  their  noble  and  generous  behaviour  at  that  alarm- 
ing moment,  his  excellency  has  thought  it  neceffary  to  exprefs  his  acknow- 
ledgements to  them  from  the  throne.  Previous  to  that  feflion,  the  volunteers, 
without  marking  any  difpofition  to  thofe  meafures,  w^hich  they  had  fince 
adopted,  were  harmlefsly  amufing  themfelves  with  review's,  and  military  pa- 
rade; and  fuch  an  oppofition  was  expefted  in  parliament,  as  every  free  govern- 
ment would  wifh  to  fee  formed,  as  fuch  a conftitutional  oppofition  muft 
neceffarily  make  minifters  more  watchful,  and  attentive  to  their  duty.  When 
the  feflion  was  opened,  various  were  the  queftions  introduced  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  approve,  and  which  appearing 
to  a majority  of  the  houfe,  in  the  fame  light  as  they  did  to  him,  he  had  been  able 
to  poftpone  : one  was  for  a declaration  of  the  rights  of  Ireland;  another  re- 
fpe6ling  the  mutiny-bill ; a third  for  a bill  to  quiet  the  proprietors,  who  held 
eftates  in  Ireland,  under  Britifh  a61s  of  parliament.  All  thefe  meafures  had 
appeared  to  the  majority  of  the  houfe,  as  very  inexpedient ; but  ftill  he  muft. 
obferve,  that  even  the  majority  which  had  fupported  him,  were  friends  to  the 
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principle  of  every  one  of  thefe  qneftions;  and  therefore  they  were  only  poft- 
poned  and  got  rid  of  by  the  previous  queftion  ; but  not  rejected  : At  length, 
a gentleman  of  very  great  characler  and  abilities  (Mr.  Yelverton)  witlnng  to 
fteer  a middle  courfe,  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  volunteers,  refpedling  a 
declaration  of  rights,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  prevent  the  mifehiefs,  or  atleaft 
the  inconveniences,  which  might  floAV  from  fuch  declaration,  unqualified,  and 
untempered,  had  brought  in  a bill  for  inadting  into  laws  in  Ireland,  feveral 
fiatutes,  which  had  been  made  in  England:  in  this  bill  he  himfelf  had  taken 
no  adtive  part ; but  he  would  fay  thus  much  of  it,  that  it  Trad  his  moll  hearty 
concurrence.  As  this  bill  would  certainly  obviate  the  principal  inconve- 
niences, that  would  otherwife  refult  from  a declaration  of  what  the  people  of 
Ireland  called  their  rights,  and  as  he  faw  plainly,  thatfuch  a declaration  could 
no  longer  be  oppofed  with  fuccefs,  he  would  now  give  way  to  necelfity,  and  no 
longer  oppofe  himfelf  to  fuch  ameafure;  for  in  theprefent  ftate  and  difpofition 
of  Ireland,  he  would  alfure  the  houfe,-that  they  might  as  well  firive  to  make 
the  Tlrames  flow  up  Ilighgate-hill,  as  to  attempt  to  legiflate  for  Ireland,  which 
would  no  longer  fubmit  to  any  legiflature  but  its  ovm.  What  ufe  the  Irifii 
would  make  of  their  legiflative  independence,  he  coidd  not  tell;  but  if  he 
could  bring  himfelf  to  tliink,  that  they  would  avail  themfelves  of  it  in  making 
any  foreign  connexions,  injurious  to  the  trade  or  intereft  of  this  kingdom,  he 
was  free  to  fay,  that  fooner  than  agree  to  fuch  an  independence,  England 
ought  to  rifque  a good  deal.  But  he  believed  a fenfible,  judicious  people,  like 
the  Irifli,  would  always  fee  that  the  interefts  of  both  kingdoms  were  fo  con- 
necled,  that  they  could  not  be  feparated  without  the  greateft  lofs  to  both ; and 
therefore  he  trufted,  that  the  Irilh  would  never  attempt  to  break  the  con- 
nedlion;  he  trufted  alfo,  that  they  would  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  fuch  laws 
of  this  country,  as  it  would  be  for  the  intereft  of  both  fliould  be  in  force  in 
both  kingdoms,  and  as  no  Irifli  bill  could  pafs  into  law,  without  the  previous 
confent  of  the  king,  in  his  council  of  England,  fo  there  v’as  no  danger  that 
the  independence  of  the  legiflature  of  Ireland  could  be  made  ufe  of  to  make 
laws  injurious  to  the  fifter  kingdom,  the  Englifli  council  being  refponfible  for 
every  advice  they  gave  their  fovereign. 

Exclufive  of  the  declaration  of  rights,  the  volunteers,  or  in  another  word, 
Ireland,  had  called  for  an  habeas  corpus  a6I,  which  as  it  was  proper  flie  Ihould 
have,  had  not  been  oppofed ; and  now  it  was  part  of  the  law  of  Ireland.  They 
had  called  alfo  for  an  a6l  to  make  the  judges  independent  of  the  crown,  by 
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making  them  hold  their  commilhons  quamd'm  fe  bene  gcjjei'hit',  this  was  a 
reafonable  demand,  and  had  confequently  been  complied  with;  for  a bill  was 
brought  in  to  that  effe(5l;  and  it  was  now  in  its  progrefs  through  parliament. 
An  alteration  of  the  mutiny  bill  was  another  thing  which  they  looked  for;  he 
muft  needs  fay,  he  could  not  fee  the  danger,  which  the  enemies  to  what  was 
called  the  perpetual  claufe  in  that  bill,  apprehended  from  it;  however,  as  he 
made  no  doubt  but  the  people  of  Ireland  would  be  ready  to  adopt  fuch  regu- 
lations as  the  parliament  of  England  might  from  time  to  time  make  for  the 
army,  fo  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the  ground  of  apprehenfion,  left  the  regu- 
lations in  England  and  Ireland  for  the  army  ftiould  be  different,  would  be' re- 
moved : he  law  no  reafon,  why  the  wiflies  of  the  latter  fliould  be  any  longer 
oppofed  on  this  head;  nay,  he  thought  they  ought  not  to  be  oppofed,  fince 
p.ew  jealoufics  had  lately  been  excited  on  that  fubjedl  by  a tranfadion  in 
Engfland.  It  was  underftood  in  Ireland  that  the  name  of  that  kingdom  fliould 
no  longer  be  inferted  in  the  Englifti  mutiny  bill;  and  Itill,  when  that  bill  was 
brought  in,  the  word  Ireland,  as  ufual,  flood  part  of  it;  It  had  indeed  been 
fmee  ftruck  out,  and  the  bill  paffed  without  it ; but  the  minds  of  the  volunteers 
were  not  eafy  on  the  fubjed.  A modification  of  Poynings’  law  was  another 
objed,  which  the  Irifli  had  greatly  at  heart:  On  that  he  would  not  enlarge; 
but  gentlemen  would  fee  that  it  fliould  be  granted ; England  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  increafed  power  of  the  Irilh  parliament,  as  the  cbnfent  of  the 
king  would  ftill  be  necelfary  to  fandify  all  their  ads. 

Having  made  thefe,  and  various  other  obfervations,  he  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  fo  much  of  the  ad  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  as  afferted 
a right  in  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws  to  bind  the 
kingdom  and  people  of  Ireland-  He  did  not  wifli  to  precipitate  matters;  but 
gentlemen  muft  fee  the  neceflity  of  doing  fomething  fpeedily,  and  without  the 
lofs  of  a moment,  to  prevent  thofe  confequences,  which  it  was  not  for  him  fo 
much  as  to  think  of : they  all  knew  that  the  parliament  of  Ireland  was  to  meet 
to-morrow  fc’nnight,  and  Mr.  Grattan  would  on  that  day  propofe  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  a vote  for  a declaration  of  rights.  W ould  it  not  there- 
fore, fays  he,  be  expedient  to  anticipate  the  wiflies  of  Ireland  on  that  head ; 
and,  to  convince  her  of  our  fmcere  intention,  give  her  every  fecurity  in  our 
power  for  the  permanency  of  her  conftitutioii,  and  of  that  trade,  which  flie  is 
fo  anxious  to  preferve  ? As  for  himfelf,  he  muft  fet  out  on  his  return  for 
Ireland,  either  that  night  or  to  morrow  morning,  and  he  Ihould  be  happy  to 
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have  it  in  his  power  to  carry  over  with  him  the  agreeable  tidings,  that  the  par- 
liament of  England  was  ready  to  give  the  Irilh  every  fatisfaftion  they  could 
reafonably  require. 

He  did  not  defire  that  the  bill  which  he  moved  for  lliould  be  immediately 
paffed ; all  he  looked  for  was  a kind  of  pledge  from  that  houfe  to  carry  over 
with  him  to  Ireland,  that  the  Englifli  parliament  w'ould  not  oppofe  the  favou- 
rite witii  and  determined  refolution  of  the  Irifli : the  bill  might  lie  over,  until 
it  Ihould  be  knoMm  whether  it  would  fatisfy  the  Irilh  parliament  or  not:  if  it 
diould,  then  it  might  be  paffed  into  a law;  if  the  partial  repeal  he  propofed 
diould  not  pleafe  the  Iridi,  then  he  would  advife  the  total  repeal  of  the  6th  of 
George  L But  if  neither  partial  nor  total  repeal  Avould  fatisfy  them,  then  he 
certainly  lliould  leave  the  law,  as  it  now  hood,  without  any  alteration  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  Courtenay  rofe,  and  faid  he  tvould  fecond  the  motion ; Lord  Newhaven 
rofe  to  do  the  fame  thing,  and  Colonel  Luttrell  was  not  willing  to  give  up 
the  point  to  either  of  them.  After  fome  difpute  for  the  priority  in  fpeaking, 
the  chair  decided  in  favor  of  Lord  Newhaven,  who  faid  that  no  man  was  lefs 
connedted  with  the  prefent  admin ihration  than  he  was;  and  yet  he  thought  it 
would  have  been  proper  to  have  given  the  new  adminiftration  a little  more 
time  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland:  however,  as  the  motion 
had  been  made,  he  rofe  to  give  it  his  moft  hearty  fupport:  becaufe  he  was  per- 
fedlly  fatisfied  that  the  meafure  was  now  become  abfolutely  neceffary. 

Colonel  Luttrell  faid,  that  when  he  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion,  it  was  under 
the  idea,  that  fuch  a meafure  as  was  then  propofed,  would  give  general  fatis- 
fadtion  to  Ireland ; if  he  thought  it  would  not,  he  certainly  would  not  fecond 
fuch  a motion;  bccaufe  he  would  not  content  to  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of 
George  I.  unlefs  in  cafe  of  fuch  emergency  as  the  prefent,  when  he  thought 
by  fuch  a repeal,  he  might  quiet  the  minds  and  conciliate  the  affections  of  the 
people  of  Ireland;  and  therefore  he  called  upon  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  made  the  motion,  to  tell  the  houfe,  whether  he  thought  fuch  a 
meafure  as  he  had  juft  propofed,  would  produce  the  falutary  effedt  that  was 
expected  from  it. 

Mr.  Eden  could  not  undertake  to  fay,  that  the  meafure  propofed  would 
give  complete  fatisfaftion  to  Ireland;  and  therefore  M'ould  not  j)]edge  himfelf, 
that  it  would;  but  he  knew  that  fo  critical  -was  the  fitnation  of  that  country 
at  prefent,  that  if  the  motion  then  before  the  houfe  fliould  be  rejebted,  he 
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would  not  anfwer  for  the  confequences.  The  fpeaker  read  the  motion  from 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  then  rofe,  and  claimed  the  attention  of  the  houfe  in  a 
particular  degree.  He  faid  he  never  was  more  aftoniflied  than  at  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  houfe  upon  that  day,  and  at  the  manner  in  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  a6ted.  For  firft  an  honourable  gentleman  had 
rifen,  and  re-ftated  to  the  houfe  what  he  had  mentioned  before  the  recefs, 
without  making  any  motion  whatever,  relating  merely  the  circumftances  of 
the  country  of  Ireland,  and  the  neceffity  that  there  Avas  for  ferious  and  fpeedy 
meafures  being  adopted  for  quieting  the  jealoufies  fubhfting  in  that  kingdom. 
Upon  this  another  right  honorable  gentleman,  without  any  previous  commu- 
nication, or  having  confulted  with  any  perfon  whatever,  rifes  up,  and,  after 
many  obfervations  on  the  circumftances  and  hate  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
concludes  with  a motion  for  declaring  Ireland  to  be  totally  independent  of  the 
legiflature  of  Great  Britain.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  faid,  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  expeded  that  he  fliould  give  an  anfwer  to  all  the  obfervations 
that  had  been  made;  they  had  been  truly  curious;  and  efpecially  as  they  were 
thrown  out,  and  the  houfe  moved  upon  the  very  day  when  the  new  fervants 
of  the  king  met  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  parliament,  and  before  they 
could  have  it  in  their  power  to  propofe  any  meafure  whatever  with  refpe6t  to 
Ireland.  The  hurry  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  was  fuch,  that  he  came 
down  to  the  houfe,  and  moved  this  propofition,  which  was  to  divide  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  from  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain,  without  giving  his 
majefty’s  miniflers  any  time  to  a6t  in  their  new  fituation,  or  come  to  par- 
liament with  fuch  plans  as  would  in  their  opinion  quiet  the  difturbances,  and 
reflore  harmony  to  both  nations.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  had  come 
over  from  Ireland  to  this  country;  and  it  was  no  fecret  that  he  had  brought 
with  him  a letter  of  refignation  from  the  lord  lieutenant.  His  majefty’s  mi- 
nifters  had  fcarcely  done  reading  that  letter,  when  they  received  another  from 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  himfelf,  informing  them  that  he  declined  com- 
-nmnicating  to  the  confidential  fervants  of  the  croAvn  any  knowledge  which 
he  might  poflefs  relative  to  the  circumftances  and  ftate  of  Ireland,  to  tell 
them  any  fads,  or  to  ftate  any  opinion  upon  them  whatever.  In  the  letter  of 
-refignation  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  had  faid,  that  he  did  not  give  any  account  of 
the  fituation  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  becaufe  his  right  honorable  fecretary 
.was  coming  to  England,  who  would  be  able  to  give  them  the  moft  complete 
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information  of  every  particular.  But  the  right  honorable  fecretary  chofe 
to  withhold  this  information  from  his  majefty’s  minifters,  and  to  conic  to  this 
houfc  without  communicating  M'ith  any  one,  without  taking  any  advice,  and 
without  giving  any  time  to  the  new  minifters  to  move  for  a repeal  of  the  6th 
of  George  I.  He  had  believed  that  the  purpofe  of  the  right  honorable 
gentleman’s  vilft  to  this  country,  was  to  give  his  majefty’s  minitlers  that  in- 
formation, for  which  the  lord  lieutenant  referred  them  in  his  letter  of  refigna- 
tion;  but  now  the  true  purpofe  of  his  journey  was  difeovered.  It  was  not  to 
give  information  to  government,  but  to  come  to  that  houfe,  and,  on  the  firft 
day  after  the  recefs,  to  make  a moft  unfeafonable  and  unwife  motion,  which, 
he  no  doubt  imagined  would  conliderably  embarrafs  the  king’s  fe^vants.^  If 
this  were  the  fort  of  oppofition,  which  they  were  to  meet  with  in  that  houfe, 
he  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  the  candor  of  parliament  to  fear  it. 

The  difpofition  of  the  king’s  minifters  towards  Ireland,  he  believed,  was 
fufficiently  underftood;  and  that  difpofition  which  they  had  expreffed,  when 
out  of  office,  he  fmcerely  believed  they  would  now  maintain,  and  would  take 
the  fpeedieft  and  moft  likely  means  of  giving  compleat  fatisfa6tion  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  The  motion  came  with  fingularity  from  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman,  who  was  one  of  thofe  perfons  who  had  conftantly  talked  in 
fuch  high  language  of  “ the  unity  of  the  Britiffi  dominions,”  and  who  thought 
proper  to  refill  every  claim  that  was  made  both  by  the  people  of  Ireland  and 
the  people  of  America  to  that  juft  liberty,  and  thofe  rights  and  privileges  they 
inherited  under  the  conftitution.  If  the  adminiftration,  of  which  he  had  been 
a member  and  a partizan,  had  been  as  ready  to  yield  to  the  pretenfious  of 
Ireland,  wffien  thofe  pretenfions  were  conveyed  in  terms  of  moft  refpe6lful 
regard,  the  houfe  would  not  have  been  infulted  on  that  day  with  a motion 
from  one  of  the  men  who  had  conftantly  and  uniformly  denied  every  requeft, 
and  withheld  every  boon  that  was  either  fought  or  wifhed  for  byour  fifter  king- 
dom. But  the  right  honorable  gentleman  feemed  yet  to  have  the  principles 
of  his  late  friends,  and  to  acl  entirely  upon  their  plan;  he  feemed  to  with  to 
divide  the  two  kingdoms ; and,  like  them,  after  talking  of  the  unity 
of  the  Britiffi  dominion,  to  ftrive  to  difmember  the  Britiffi  empire.  He 
had  come  poll  from  Ireland  for  the  purpofe,  as  it  fliould  feem,  of  moving  this 
repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  and  this  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  do,  though  he  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty  to  give 
any  account  to  government  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  Ireland.  The  na- 
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ture  of  his  journey  M'as  now  perfe6lly  manifeft.  He  had  come  in  this  very 
great  hurry — had  contrived  to  come  on  the  very  firfl  day  of  the  meeting  after 
the  recefs — on  the  very  firft  day  of  the  minhlers  taking  their  feats  in  the  houfe 
— to  propofe  a thing  which  demanded  the  moft  ferious  enquiry,  the  moft  deli- 
berate inveftigation,  that  the  wifdom  of  this  country  and  of  Ireland  could 
give  it.  If  his  late  friends  had  had  a twentieth  part  of  his  hurry,  if  they  had 
had  a twentieth  part  of  his  prefent  difpofition  to  yield  to  the  requifitions  of 
Ireland,  we  tliould  not  now  be  brought  to  the  dillrefs  in  which  Ave  are  at  this 
moment.  If  the  late  miniftry  had  conceded  Avhen  they  might  concede  Avith 
grace,  if  they  had  given  an  extenfion  of  commerce,  as  Avas  the  right  of  Ireland, 
as  Avell  as  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  England,  Avhen  that  extenfion  AV’as  decently 
called  for,  and  they  had  taken  that  occafion  finally  to  fettle  the  relative  fitua- 
tion  of  the  tAV'o  countries,  it  might  have  been  done  Avithout  difficulties,  and  all 
our  prefent  embarraffment,  Avith  its  confequences,  Avould  have  been  avoided. 
But  they  never  looked  beyond  the  prefent  infant,  they  ne\Tr  provided  for  Avhat 
was  to  come,  they  did  things  neither  effe6lually  or  finally,  and  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  feemed  ftill  to  partake  of  the  fame  quality;  for  he  Avas  only 
inclined  to  do  one  thing,  Avithout  taking  time  to  confider,  or  feeming  to 
care  Avhether  AV’hat  he  did  Avould  be  fulficient,  Avhether  it  Avere  all  they  defired, 
and  Avhether,  Avhen  they  had  procured  the  repeal  of  one  part  of  the  a6t  of  the- 
6th  George  I.  they  would  not  afterAvards  think  that  the  other  parts  of  that 
a6t  fiiould  alfo  be  repealed.  He  Avas  fmcerely  of  opinion,  that  this  Avas 
not  the  Avay  of  fettling  the  jealoufies,  or  of  refioring  tranquillity  to  Ireland. 
Plis  majefty’s  minifters,  he  could  allure  the  houfe,  had  not  lofl  a moment  in 
bringing  foi  Avard  the  fubjedt.  Out  of  the  fhort  time  that  they  had  been  in 
office,  they  had  employed  a confiderable  part  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  He 
Avilhed  to  God  that  their  predeceffors  had  been  as  adtive,  and  that  they  had 
lofl  as  little  time  as  thofe  Avho  av ere  noAA’’  entrufted  with  the  government  of  this 
country.  If  the  right  honorable  gentleman  had  given  the  proper  communi- 
cations to  government,  perhaps  the  minifters  Avould  haA'e  been  prepared  this 
day  to  have  brought  forAvard  a propofition;  as  it  Avas,  he  could  fay,  that  before 
many  days  elapfed,  before  many  hours,  the  fubjetl  Avould  come  before  the 
houfe  in  a regular  Avay.  His  majefty’s  minifters,  Avhen  out  of  office,  declared 
their  opinion  Avith  refpe6t  to  the  claims  of  Ireland.  They  had  faid,  that  thofe 
reftri6tions,  Avith  regard  to  commerce,  under  Avhich  they  laboured,  Avere  ex- 
ceedingly impolitic  as  Avell  as  cruel;  and  that  it  Avould  be  for  the  benefit  of 
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England  as  well  as  of  Ireland,  that  there  fliould  be  fuch  an  extenfion  of 
trade,  and  fuch  fettlement  of  connexion,  as  would  quiet  the  jealoufies  of  the 
one,  without  hurting  the  interell,  or  lowering  the  rank  of  the  other.  It  was 
therefore  to  be  prefumed,  at  leaft,  that  they  w'ould  a<5l  up  to  their  former  de- 
clarations; he  fmcerely  believed  that  they  would  do  fo  ; and  he  could  atfure 
the  houfe,  for  his  own  part,  that  he  was  entirely  difpofed  to  heal  the  fore 
minds  of  our  fellow-fubje6ts,  and  to  prevent  the  unhappy  confequences  of 
divifion  and  tumult. 

The  right  honorable  gentleman  had  talked  of  the  meafures  of  the  volun- 
teer army  in  Ireland,  during  the  laft  fummer,  as  a matter  of  diverlion  and 
amufement.  This  was  language  which  he  confelfed  he  did  not  expert  to  hear. 
He  fliould  not  have  been  furprifed  if  the  right  honorable  gentleman  had  faid 
of  them,  that  their  meafures  were  alarming  to  the  government  of  Ireland  ; 
it  might  have  been  faid  with  truth,  that  they  had  been  conducted  with 
bravery;  perhaps  that  they  originated  in  neceffity;  certainly  in  the  love  of 
their  country,  in  virtue,  and  in  the  fupport  of  their  independence,  as  a peo- 
ple ; but  that  the  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  one  of  the  minifters 
of  the  kingdom,  fliould  talk  of  their  meafures  as  a matter  of  diverfion  and 
amufement,  was  beyond  all  the  abfurdity  that  he  had  ever  heard.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  oppofition  which  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  had  met  with,  was  that  fort  of  oppofition  which  a govern- 
ment would  always  choofe  to  have.  Was  it  fo?  Was  an  oppofition  compofed 
of  all  the  integrity,  the  talents,  and  the  refpedt  of  a country,  fuch  as  a mi- 
niftry  would  choofe  to  meet  with?  An  oppofition  compofed  of  a Charlemont, 
a Grattan,  a Burgh,  a Yelverton,  a Flood,  See.  M'as  not  to  be  wifhed  for  by 
any  miniftry,  who  defircd  to  hand  well  with  their  country.  The  Lord  pre- 
ferve  him  from  fuch  an  oppofition  ! He  would  not  with  to  be  the  minifter  who 
propofed  meafures,  which  fuch  men  as  thofe  mult  in  their  hearts  oppofed.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman  had,  by  a ftrange  mode  of  rcafoning,  called  the 
adminiftration  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  fortunate  and  fuccefsful.  Fortunate 
and  fuccefsful  furely  muft  that  adminiftration  be,  v hich  concludes  with  a 
motion  from  the  fecretary  for  reducing  this  country  to  conditional  fubniif- 
fion,  and  humbling  her  at  file  feet  of  Ireland  ! Fortunate  and  fuccefsful  muft 
that  adminiftration  have  been,  when  the  fecretary,  after  oppofing  every  claim 
that  is  made,  comes  over  poll,  and  declares,  that  all  his  oppofition  is  fruit- 
lefs,  and  that  the  requifition  muft  be  complied  with  ! Fortunate  and  fuccefs- 
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ful  furely  the  admlnifiration  of  the  Earl  of  Caiilfle  could  not  be  called ; but 
in  denying  that  the  noble  lord  had  been  fuccefsful  in  his  adminillration,  he 
by  no  means  intended  to  fay,  that  he  was  to  blame.  He  believed  it  was  the 
fault  of  the  late  minhlers  of  this  empire,  whofe  total  inattention  to  the  affairs 
of  that  kingdom,  had  made  a part  of  that  fyftem  of  negligence  and  lethargy 
which  prevailed  throughout.  He  had  always  thought,  that  the  affairs  of  this 
country  under  their  management  had  fuffered  mod  materially ; that  they  had 
taken  away  the  pride  which  was  natural  to  Britain,  and  had  brought  us  into 
mod  alarming  circumdances.  But  within  the  lad  fortnight  he  had  received 
fuch  additional  information,  and  fuch  infight  into  the  affairs  of  that  country, 
that  all  his  former  conje6tures  were  now  ripened  into  complete  judgments  ; 
all  his  former  apprehenfions  were  mod  alarmingly  increafed,  and  he  found  that 
our  fituation  was  much  worfe  even  than  he  dreaded.  Bad  as  he  always 
thousht  thofe  miniders  were,  he  had  never  believed  them  to  be  fo  inatten- 
tive,  fo  remifs,  or  fo  totally  carelefs  of  every  thing  that  regarded  the  intereds 
of  their  country,  as  he  had  found  them.  He  truded,  that  the  prefent  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown  would  think  it  their  duty  to  make  up  a date  of  the  affairs 
of  the  country  as  they  found  them  at  this  time,  and  lay  it  before  parliament 
for  their  information.  This  was  a digredion  which  the  houfe  would  pardon.  It 
was,  however,  not  totally  foreign  from  the  quedion ; for  their  negle<5l  of  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  was  one  of  the  mod  material  parts  of  their  guilt. 

The  right  honorable  gentleman  faid,  that  he  truded  in  the  candour  of  the 
houfe  for  the  confideiice  which  they  would  have  in  the  intentions  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s  miniders  towards  Ireland;  and  that  they  would  believe,  that  they 
meant  and  wilhed  mod  ardently  to  bring  the  matter  forward  in  the  mod 
fpeedy  manner.  He  would  again  affure  them,  that  it  had  always  been  his 
political  fentiments,  that  it  was  unjud  and  tyrannical  to  attempt  to  hold  a 
country  in  fubje6lion,  and  to  govern  againd  the  will  and  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  had  always  been  his  fentiment  with  regard  to  America  as  well  as  to 
Ireland,  that  they  could  not,  much  lefs  ought  not  to  be  governed  by  laws 
which  they  rejeded  as  unconditutional.  All  jud  government  mud  confid  in 
the  perfect  confent,  good  will  and  opinion  of  the  people  it  was  the  bed  and 
pured  fydem  of  government,  where  harmony  prevailed ; and  without  it,  it 
was  not  government,  but  ufurpation.  This  was  always  his  idea  on  the  fub- 
je6t,  and  he  maintained  it  in  oppofition  to  all  theories  of  men,  becaufeit  was 
the  only  fydem,  which  in  the  end  was  pra6licable.  It  was  certainly  the  mod 
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confiftent  with  true  policy,  as  well  as  jultice.  To  bring  about  a fettle- 
ment  of  the  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; to  bate  and  precifely 
to  declare,  not  for  a moment,  but  for  ever,  what  was  the  relative  fituation  of 
the  two  countries  with  refpe61:  to  each  other ; to  take  in  and  conclude  all 
points  of  difference,  and  to  eftablifli  fuch  a fyftem  of  connexion,  intimacy 
and  relation  between  them,  as  fhould  be  immediately  and  permanently  for 
the  intereft  of  both,  would  require  much  difcuffion,  and  a confiderable  deal  of 
time ; for  both  countries  mufl  come  to  the  difcuffion  of  the  great  and  impor- 
tant fubjedl,  that  by  mutual  confent  it  might  be  fettled  for  ages,  and  not,  as  had 
been  the  condudl  of  the  late  minifters,  fear  up  the  wound  for  a moment,  with- 
out compleating  the  cure.  When  thofe  minifters  agreed  to  the  extenfion  of 
the  trade  of  Ireland,  they  fliould  have  ultimately  fettled  the  claims  and  fixed 
the  fituation.  They  failed  to  do  this  at  the  proper  time,  and  they  ought  to 
anfwer  for  it  to  their  country.  That  meafures,  however,  would  be  taken  for 
accomplifliing  this  defirable  end,  he  might  fafely  affure  the  houfe.  He 
thought  that  deceit  was  always  pernicious,  and  he  wiflied  to  fpeak  with  as 
much  opennefs  and  information  as  the  nature  of  his  office  could  juftify.  He 
would,  therefore,  move  for  the  order  of  the  day,  as  the  beft  means  of  poft- 
poning  the  motion  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman.  He  wifhed  for  this  to 
give  time  to  the  king’s  fervants  to  determine  with  precifion  on  the  plan  to  be 
offered  to  both  countries  ; and  he  had  the  utmoft  reafon  to  hope  and  believe, 
that  the  matter  would  be  finally  fettled  without  any  of  thofe  confequences, 
which  the  condu6l  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  in  this  bufmefs  had  been 
calculated  to  produce.  He  wiflied,  he  confeffed,  that  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion,  as  the  beft  means ; and  by  which  an 
honorable  friend  of  his,  IMr.  Crewe,  would  be  able  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill,  which  he  had  introduced  fome  years  ago,  for  difqualifying 
excife  and  cuftom-houfe  officers  from  voting  at  elediions.  This  was  a part 
of  the  plan,  which  had  been  formed  when  they  were  out  of  office,  for  reform- 
ing the  conftitution  of  parliament,  and  which  they  ferioufly  meant  to  under- 
take now  with  the  fame  zeal  and  attention  as  before.  Not  a day  would  be 
loft  until  the  tafk  of  reducing  the  improper  influence  of  the  crown,  and  fet- 
tling the  reprefentation  of  the  peojile  upon  more  equal  grounds,  was  fulfilled. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  his  oppofition  to  the  various 
motions  that  had  been  made  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons  had  been  fup- 
ported  by  great  majorities.  He  faid,  that  he  wiflied  thefe  majorities  had 
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been  lefs:  it  was  the  greatnefs  of  thefe  majorities,  and  the  manner,  in  which 
they  were  conftituted,  that  had  given  offence  and  jealoufy  to  the  people  of 
Ireland.  They,  no  doubt,  defired  to  fee  a free  reprefentation,  declaring 
lioneftly  their  voice  in  the  fenate.  To  corre6t  the  abufes  in  influence  and 
reprefentation,  would  be  the  fteady  endeavours  of  his  majefty’s  miniflers. 
He  concluded  with  moving  for  the  order  of  day ; this  he  would  not  have 
done  upon  any  other  account,  than  that  the  motion  was  of  fuch  a fort,  and 
came  at  fuch  a time;  but  he  hoped,  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  would 
yet  withdraw  it. 

]\Ir.  Eden  rofe  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  faying  the  oppofition  to  go- 
vernment in  Ireland  was  fuch,  as  no  pcrfon  need  be  fearful  of ; it  was  not  to 
infer,  that  they  were  men  of  no  refpe6l  or  talents,  but  that  they  were  nien 
of  fuch  moderation,  that  no  fear  was  to  be  apprehended  from  them.  With 
refpe6t  to  the  volunteers  taking  up  arms  as  amufement,  they  certainly  did  fo 
at  firfl:,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  a laudable  zeal  to  prote6l  the  country  from 
the  danger  of  an  invafion,  which  was  faid  to  threaten  it ; but  that  amufement 
had  grown  into  a formidable  body  of  men,  M'ho  feemed  determined  to  have  a 
total  repeal  of  the  declaratory  law,  without  properly  weighing,  whether  it  would 
•not  be  in  fome  meafure  detrimental  to  them.  He  mentioned  again,  that  he 
fliould  leave  England  to-morrow ; and  was  fearful,  that  if  the  motion  M ere 
not  carried  into  execution,  notwithftanding  M’hat  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Fox)  had  faid  of  the  intentions  of  government,  it  would  be  too 
late. 

Lord  Mahon  faid,  he  thought  it  extremely  indecent  for  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman,  avLo  fpoke  laft,  to  bring  in  the  motion,  as  he  had  refufed 
giving  his  majefty’s  minifters  the  information  refpe6ting  Ireland,  that  it  M^as 
his  duty  to  have  done.  His  lordfliip  read  the  preamble  of  the  a6t  6th 
George  I.  which  aflerted,  that  the  reafon  of  its  being  made,  mms  the  abufe 
of  power  committed  by  the  Houfe  of  Peers  of  Ireland.  The  declaration  ot 
the  right  honorable  fecretary  (Mr.  Fox)  had  been  fuch,  he  faid,  as  ought 
to  appear  fully  fufticient,  that  it  M^as  their  intention  to  take  up  the  bufmefs 
with  all  poftible  ftifpatch. 

Colonel  Luttrell  faid,  he  hoped  that  he  ftood  free  from  any  cenfure  in  the 
bulinefs;  that  the  foie  reafon  of  his  calling  on  the  right  honorable  gentleman, 
was  from  a certainty,  that,  as  he  M’'as  juft  arrived  from  that  kingdom,  he  could 
be  able  to  give  the  houfe  much  information  on  the  ftate  of  aftairs ; that  he 
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was  hinifelf  at  firft  much  inclined  to  fecond  the  motion ; but  as  the  right 
honorable  fecretary  (INIr.  Fox),  had  lb  openly  declared  that  councils  had  al- 
ready been  held,  and  that  every  confideration  poffible  was  meant  to  be  given 
to  the  bufmefs,  he  thought  it  would  be  bell  for  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man, (]\Ir.  Eden),  on  his  return  to  Ireland,  to  ftate  fairly  to  the  houfe,  that 
the  prefent  minifiry  had  fully  declared  their  intentions  of  redreffing  the  griev- 
ances complained  of,  and  to  defire  they  w'ould  poftpone  their  decifion  for  a 
Ihorttime,  until  they  faw  what  minifters  did  do  on  the  fubje61. 

Lord  Newhaven  faid,  he  by  no  means  would  wilh  to  embarrafs  govern- 
ment ; that  he  believed  the  right  honorable  fecretary  on  the  treafury  bench 
was  fmcere  in  his  declarations ; yet  he  w'as  fearful  of  an  imprelfion  going  over 
to  Ireland,  that  we  had  rejected  the  offer  of  repealing  the  a6l  complained  of  in 
the  motion. 

The  Right  Hon.  General  Conway  owned  himfelf  furprized  that  any  perfon, 
M’ho  was  a fervant  of  the  public,  (for  as  fuch  he  undoubtedly  confidered  the 
Irifli  fecretary),  diould  dare  to  vithhold  information  from  his  majefty’s 
minifters,  becaufe  they  were  not  a fet  of  men  that  were  favourable  to  the 
wretched  fyhein  that  had  occafioned  the  difpute  of  the  prefent  hour.  'Since 
the  new  minifters  had  come  into  place,  no  time  had  been  loft  in  thinking  of 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  means  of  quieting  the  troubles  that  unfortu- 
nately raged  in  Ireland  ; no  lefs  than  three  or  four  cabinet  councils  had  been 
held  folely  on  that  bufmefs;  and  the  new  appointed  lord  lieutenant  would  be 
empowered  with  fuch  terms,  as  he  trufted  would  eftaldilh  a firm  andhappy  union 
between  the  two  countries,  which  were  fo  infeparably  conne6ted  together  by 
every  tie  of  intereft.  It  v’as  extremely  indecent  in  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman who  moved  the  bufmefs,  to  bring  the  matter  on  in  the  manner  he  had, 
without  ever  hinting  the  leaft  idea  to  any  of  his  majefty’s  minifters  of  his  inr 
tention,  or  knowing  whether  minifters  did  not  intend  themfelves  to  move 
fomething  fimilar  to  it. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  he  found  it  abfolutely  ncceffary  to  declare  the  whole  of  his 
tranfattions  fince  he  came  to  England.  He  arrived  in  town  on  Thurfday  laft, 
he  faid,  with  a letter  of  Lord  Carlifie's  refignation,  and  was  furprifed  to  find 
that  a new  lord-lieutenant  had  been  appointed  in  his  ftead,  two  days  previous 
to  his-  arrival,  by  which  it  might  poflibly  happen,  that  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland  would  be  the  meffenger  of  his  ovm  ajjpointment : that  treatment  lie 
thought  extremely  indecent:  it  was  not  iifing  Lord  Caiiifle  well,  to  recall 
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him  without  any  notice,  or  alledging  any  fault  againft  him;  making  no  more 
ceremony  in  the  removal  of  him,  (although  bufmefs  of  the  kingdom  might 
materially  require  his  attendance),  than  they  would  in  the  removal  of  a chan- 
cellor of  the  duchy  court  of  Lancafter,  or  any  other  fmecure  place.  He  likewife 
found  on  his  arrival,  that  the  lord-lieutenancy  of  the  Eall- Riding  of  York- 
iliire,  was  alfo  taken  from  his  lordlhip  : he  looked  on  that  as  an  additional 
infult  oftered  to  his  lordlhip ; and  he  had  therefore  determined  to  hold  no 
conference  with  men,  that  had  treated  the  noble  earl  in  fuch  an  unprecedented 
manner.  He  had  offered  to  wait  on  any  of  the  miniftry  that  widied  to  fee 
him;  but  he  had  undoubtedly  declined  giving  his  opinion  on  any  point 
whatever. 

hir.  Secretary  Fox  faid,  with  the  right  honorable  gentleman’s  leave,  he 
•would  read  his  own  letter,  which  he  did,  hating  his  reafon  for  not  giving 
them  any  information  on  account  of  his  thinking  Lord  Carlille  ill  treated. 
It  was  extremely  curious,  he  faid,  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  Ihould 
think  I.ord  Carlille  ill-treated,  by  a fucceffor  being  appointed,  when  he  had 
written  home  a pofitive  and  unconditional  letter  of  relignation.  He  had  the 
honour,  he  faid,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  Lord  Carlille,  and  was  certain  that 
he  was  polfelfed  of  too  much  fenfe  to  think  himfelf  ill-treated  in  his  refigna- 
tion  being  accepted.  With  refpe6l  to  the  IMarquis  of  Carmarthen  being 
reftored  to  the  lord-lieutenancy  of  the  Eaft-Riding  of  Yorklliire,  it  was  a 
meafure  fo  proper,  that  he  lliould  have  thought  himfelf  no  ways  fit  for  the 
trull  repofed  in  him,  if  he  had  negle6led  one  moment  after  he  came  into 
office,  to  reinllate  that  nobleman  in  a poll  of  honor,  which  had  been  fiiame- 
fully  taken  from  him,  on  account  of  his  giving  a free  and  honell  vote  in  the* 
houfe  of  Peers.  The  Duke  of  Portland,  who  was  to  fucceed  Lord  Carlille, 
would,  he  trulled,  have  power  to  form  a llrong  and  permanent  union,  fo  elfen- 
tial  to  the  intereft  of  both  kingdoms,  and  which  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  far 
better  than  a hafty,  undigelled  motion,  artfully  introduced  to  feek  a little 
popularity,  although  the  honorable  gentleman  had  difclaimed  any  fuch  idea. 

Mr.  Martin,  and  Lord  George  Cavendilli,  jun.  held  nearly  the  fame  lan- 
guage. 

Mr.  T.  Pitt  could  fcarcely  recover  from  his  allonilhment,  that  any  man,  a 
fervant  of  the  public,  Ihould  dare  to  refufe  giving  every  information  in  his 
power,  when  called  upon  by  his  majelly’s  minillers  ; nor  was  he  able  to  ex- 
prefs  fufficiently  his  indignation  at  finding  a member  of  that  houfe  introduce 
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fo  flightly  a motion  of  fo  much  confequence,  that  upon  it  might  depend  the 
falvation  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  Burke  adverted  to  the  arduous  fituation  of  the  new  minifters,'  when  fo 
many  objedls  prefented  themfelves  to  their  confideration ; the  Bate  of  Ame- 
rica, of  Ireland,  of  our  finances,  &c.  The  motion  before  the  houfe  went,  in 
foine  meafure,  to  tear  afunder  the  connexion  betv/een  England  and  Ireland, 
and  yet  the  houfe  was  to  be  hurried  into  a decifion  in  a moment  upon  a quef- 
tion  of  fuch  magnitude : he  would  not  give  an  opinion  on  the  fubjedt ; he 
would  not  fay  whether  the  6th  of  George  I.  ought,  or  ought  not  to  be  re- 
pealed ; but  he  held  that  nothing  could  be  more  mad  than  to  call  upon  par- 
liament to  proceed  to  fuch  a meafure  in  a moment,  without  giving  time  for 
any  deliberation.  He  then  mentioned  the  neceffity  of  bringing  in  his  own 
bill  as  foon  as  poffible,  for  regulating  his  majefty’s  houfehold. 

General  Conway  once  more  called  upon  Mr.  Eden  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion ; but  not  finding  that  gentleman  willing  to  do  it,  he  grew  very  wami, 
and  faid,  that  for  having  introduced  fuch  a queftion,  he  ought  to  have  a 
motion  paffed  upon  himfelf.  Here  there  was  a great  cry  of  hear ! hear ! 
move  1 move ! 

Mr.  Herbert  faid,  he  left  Ireland  about  a twelvemonth  fince ; that  he  was 
perfedlly  convinced  the  people  of  that  country  wanted  nothing  more  than 
their  rights  ; and  as  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  his  majefty’s  minifters  were 
fincere  in  their  declarations,  he  thought  the  right  honorable  gentleman’s  mo- 
tion quite  unreafonable. 

The  Secretary  at  War  (Mr.  T.  Townfhend),  begged  the  houfe  vmuld  re- 
colledl,  that  in  eveiy  bufinefs  where  Ireland  was  concerned,  he  had  uniformly 
been  an  advocate  for  that  country ; and  if  the  late  wicked  miniftry  had 
liftened  to  the  prayers  of  the  different  petitions  from  that  kingdom,  theprefent 
alarming  crifishad  never  happened.  He  had,  he  faid,  as  high  an  opinion  of  the 
honor  of  Lord  Carlifle  as  any  man  breathing,  and  ftood  up  for  his  honor  as 
much  as  his  fccretaryhad  done:  his  abilities  were  fuch  as  required  but  little 
help  ; they  would  always  fliine  forth  and  fiiew  themfelves.  His  lordlhip,  he  was 
confident,  would  not  aj)prove  of  the  conduct  of  his  fecrctary,  in  withholding 
his  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland  from  the  prefent  miniftry,  on  account  of 
any  little  paltry  perfonal  grievance.  His  lordfhip,  he  was  cerUin,  did  not 
refign  on  purpofe  to  be  prefted  to  flay ; he  was  a nobleman  that  would  dc.- 
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fpife  fuch  condLi6l,  and  would  not  fulFer  himfelf  to  be  made  the  cat’s  paw  of 
his  fecretary,  or  any  other  man  breathing. 

The  motion  to-day,  he  faid,  fo  far  from  being  meant  as  a conciliatory  mea- 
fure,  Av^as  intended  as  a fire-brand,  to  kindle  and  ftir  up  the  flame  between  the 
two  countries,  by  firft  propofing  a thing,  Avhich  it  was  impoflible  gentlemen 
could  inftantly  decide  on,  and  then  threatening,  that  if  it  were  not  inftantly 
complied  Avith,  he  fliould  be  obliged  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Ireland,  that  it  had  been  rejected.  He  advifed  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
to  AvithdraAV  his  motion,  and  not  trouble  the  houfe  to  divide. 

IMr.  Baker  faid,  he  Avondered  at  the  learned  gentleman’s  declaration,  that 
there  Avas  no  difference  betAveen  AvithdraAving  a motion,  or  getting  rid  of  it 
by  reading  the  order  of  the  day.  That  learned  gentleman  AA^as  capable  of 
feeing  and  making  proper  diftin6lions  if  he  chofe  it,  he  Avas  therefore  not  a 
little  furprifed  to  hear  him  argue  in  fo  unaccountable  and  extraordinary  a 
manner.  He  expreffed  his  doubts  Avhether  Mr.  Eden  Avould  make  a fair 
reprefentation  of  that  day’s  debate  in  Ireland. 

The  Speaker  called  Mr.  Baker  to  order,  and  faid,  no  member  could,  con- 
fiftently  AV'ith  the  rules  of  the  houfe,  argue  in  that  manner  of  another  member’s 
fairnefs. 

Mr.  Baker  faid,  he  fpoke  of  Mr.  Eden  as  a minifier,  and  not  as  a prwate 
man.  In  the  latter  capacity,  from  early  habits  of  friendfhip  and  intimacy,  he 
had  a great  refpeft  and  efteem  for  him;  but  though  he  Avillied  him  perfonally 
no  ill-Avill  Avhatever,  he  thought  a motion  of  cenfure  neceflary,  if  the  motion 
Avere  not  AvithdraAvn. 

Mr.  Courteney  faid,  that  no  man  in  the  houfe  liftened  Avith  more  pleafure 
than  he  did,  to  the  juft  and  liberal  fentiments  of  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man on  the  floor,  (Mr.  Fox),  as  declaratory  of  the  Avife  and  generous  fyftem 
of  policy  meant  to  be  purfued  by  the  prefent  adminiftration,  in  refpeft  to  Ire- 
land. Yet  he  Avas  extremely  concerned  and  furprifed  to  hear  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  affert,  that  the  prefent  motion  (if  come  into),  av ould  be  equi- 
valent to  unconditional  fubmiflion  from  his  country,  and  a relinquifliment  of 
all  her  rights  over  Ii  eland. 

He  faid,  he  little  expe6led  fuch  a conftru6lion  from  the  right  honorable 
gentleman.  Unconditional  fubmiflion  Avas  a term  often  and  juftly  ftigma- 
tized  by  the  right  honorable  gentleman  himfelf  in  refpe6t  to  America,  and 
Avhich  he  never  expected  to  have  heard  in  a debate,  in  relation  to  Ireland. 
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No  man  In  that  houfe  hated  the  term  more  than  he  did.  The  people  of  Ire- 
land were  too  generous,  too  fpirited,  and  felt  too  much  for  the  honour  of  this 
country,  to  expedt  or  demand  fuch  a humiliation  from  Great  Britain. 

He  declared,  that  from  his  prefen t correfpondence  with  gentlemen,  with 
whom  he  had  the  honour  of  ferving,  and  who  now  ferved  in  the  volunteer 
corps,  and  who  would  be  found  ready  at  every  hazard,  with  temper,  but  with 
firmnefs,  to  maintain  their  juft  right,  he  found  the  general  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple to  be,  that  nothing  but  a repeal  of  the  exceptionable  part  of  the  6th  of 
George  I.  which  was  ftated  with  fo  much  accuracy,  and  prefled  with  fo 
friendly  a zeal  to  Ireland,  could  ever  allay  the  jealoufies  of  that  country,  and 
totally  efface  all  apprehenfions  at  the  overbearing  authority  of  Great  Britain. 
This,  he  obferved,  was  the  well-weighed  and  fettled  opinion  of  men,  to  whofe 
animated  and  generous  exertion  it  was  owing  that  Ireland  was  at  this  day  a 
part  of  the  Britifli  empire  ; that  nothing  was  fo  dangerous  as  provoking  men, 
who,  by  their  uniform  and  loyal  condu6l  for  a feries  of  years,  had  fliewn  them- 
felves  flow  to  anger ; and  who  had  conneded  a due  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  maintenance  of  the  internal  civil  police  of  the  country,  with  thofe  confti- 
tutional  principles  of  liberty,  'which  they  were  determined  to  fupport. 

He  added,  that  if  it  were  not  prefumption  to  fuppofe,  that  the  opinion  of  an 
individual  could  add  weight  to  that  of  a whole  nation,  he  fhould  not  fcruple 
to  aflert,  that  what  the  honorable  gentleman  had  declared  to  be  the  claims  of 
Ireland,  were  perfedly  reafonable  and  well  founded  ; and  as  an  evidence  that 
thefe  were  his  real  fentiments,  he  pledged  himfelf  on  all  occafions,  as  well  as 
the  prefent,  to  fecond  the  fame,  or  even  a more  comprehenfive  motion,  to 
afcertain  and  eftabliflr  clearly,  and  beyond  all  poflibility  of  doubt,  the  juft 
and  conftitutional  rights  of  Ireland. 

He  faid,  he  would  not  enter  into  a formal  difcuflion  of  the  right  of  judica- 
tion in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  England,  that  not  being  the  direct  objedt  of  the 
honorable  gentleman's  motion,  though  it  had  been  incidentally  introduced  into 
the  debate,  further  than  to  obferve,  that  the  alTumed  jurifdidtion  of  theEng- 
lidi  Houfe  of  Lords  over  the  courts  of  law  in  Ireland  was  not  in  pradlice  till 
long  after  the  reftoration,  and  then  arofe  from  neceflity ; for  there  was  no 
parliament  convened  for  many  years,  and  confequently  no  Houfe  of  Lords 
litting  : in  order,  therefore,  that  the  fubjeft  might  not  be  deprived  of  the  right 
of  appealing,  it  occafioned  the  neceflity  of  allowing  appeals  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  in  England.  So  much,  Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  had  remarked,  in  rc- 
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fpeft  to  tliat  part  of  George  1.  which  related  to  judicature : with  regard  to- 
that  part  of  it,  which  alferts  the  fupremacy  of  the  Englitli  over  the  Irifh  legif- 
lature,  he  tliould  only  obferve,  that  claufe  was  introduced  unneceffarily,  and 
was  not  called  for  by  the  preamble,  the  profetfed  obje6t  of  which  was  only  to 
maintain  that  iuperintendant  judicature  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  over  the  courts 
of  juftice  in  Ireland  : but  the  a6l  goes  much  beyond  that  point,  when  it  main- 
tains the  fupremacy  of  the  legiflature  of  this  country  over  Ireland.  In  fliort, 
what  the  a6l  profefled  to  do  is  limited  to  the  judicature ; and  what  it  ena6ts, 
is  intidioufly  extended  to  the  fupremacy  of  one  legiflature  over  the  other. 
Befides,  he  was  furprifed,  that  gentlemen  feemed  to  confider  their  claim  of 
exemption  from  the  aflumed  control  of  that  country,  as  a novelty,  when,  in 
fa(5t,  the  Irifli,  whenever  conftitutional  points  were  difciifled,  maintained  their 
exemption  from  the  Britifli  legiflature  as  their  undoubted  right ; but  having 
at  that  time  only  reafon  on  their  fide,  they  fubmitted  through  neceffity  : at 
this  aufpicious  period,  however,  when  they  not  only  had  reafon  to  fupport 
their  claims,  but  volunteers  to  enforce  them,  they  trufted,  that  by  the  united 
afliftance  of  both,  their  loyal  requifitions  would  be  attended  to,  and  their  juft 
rights  eftabli filed. 

He  declared  he  could  not  conclude  without  faying  a word  to  the  reprehen- 
fion,  which  had  been  given  to  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  made  the 
motion,  as  if  it  had  arifen  from  perfonal  pique  and  difappointment.  Hefaid, 
he  was  perfuaded,  the  honorable  gentleman  had  a6led  in  England  that  day  as 
he  had  a6led  in  Ireland  during  the  whole  conrfe  of  his  adminiftration,  from  a 
fincere  anxiety  to  promote  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  both  countries ; and 
that  it  was  from  that  conviction,  and  not  from  any  concert  or  previous  in- 
formation he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  feconding  the  motion,  of  returning  the 
honorable  gentleman  thanks  for  it;  and  of  declaring,  that  whenever  that 
motion  fliould  he  made  again,  he  would  again  do  himfelf  the  honour  to 
fecond  it.  He  added,  that  fo  little  was  he  acquainted  with  the  intention  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  move  the  prefent  queftion,  that  he  even  appre- 
hended the  honorable  gentleman  had  aCled  by  the  approbation,  and  in  con- 
cert with  the  prefent  adminiftration.  He  was  induced  to  believe  this,  by 
what  the  honorable  gentiernan  had  mentioned  of  the  precipitate  recall  of  Lord 
Carlifle,  as  he  conceived,  that  in  order  to  give  the  noble  lord  credit  and  po- 
pularity on  his  recall,  his  fecretary  had  been  permitted  to  move  for  the  repeal 
of  ads,  which  would  come  as  a general  obliging  condefeenfion  from  this 
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country,  inftead  of  fuper-inducing  a neceffity  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  come  to  an  explicit  and  ftrong  refolution  of  what  they  and  their  conhitu- 
ents  conceived  to  be  their  juft,  invariable,  and  conftitutional  rights. 

He  concluded  with  declaring,  that  in  his  earneft  defire  to  fecond  the  mo- 
tion, he  had  no  otl:ier  motive  than  zeal  to  promote  a cordial  conciliation 
between  the  two  countries  ; and  to  remove  for  ever  all  caufe  of  jealoufy  and 
diflatisfa6lion  ; and  he  fmcerely  trufted  that  this  debate  would  tend  to  no  other 
confequences.  , 

Mr.  Alderman  ToAvnftiend  fpoke  with  indignation  of  the  condu6t  of  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  who  came  over  to  this  country  : he  withheld  all 
information  from  government;  forgot  or  negleUled  his  duty  as  a fervant  of 
the  public  ; and  juft,  becaufe  he  chofe  to  fancy  that  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  had 
a feather  plucked  from  his  cap,  he  rcfufed  to  ferve  his  country  in  one  of  the 
moft  critical  and  alarming  moments  that  we  ever  faw.  He  thought  that  this 
conduct  was  fo  truly  improper  and  dangerous,  that  parliament  could  not,  with 
any  regard  to  its  own  dignity,  over-look  fo  flagrant  a negle6t  of  duty  in  one- 
of  the  public  fervants.  Was  the  right  honorable  gentleman  to  conceive,  that 
he  was  the  fervant  of  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  not  the  fervant  of 
the  public ; or  that  he  could  thus  mix  perfonal  confiderations  with  official 
duty?  It  was  certainly  fit  and  candid,  that  his  majefty’s  minifters  fliould  be 
allowed  the  neceflary  time  to  frame  and  bring  forward  their  meafures,  and  not 
on  the  firft  day  of  their  appearance  in  the  houfe  be  treated,  as  they  had  been 
by  the  right  honorable  gentleman.  The  obligation  which  that  gentleman  was 
under,  as  one  of  the  minifters  of  Ireland,  to  give  every  aid  and  affiftance  to 
government  which  he  could  do,  and  by  which  the  intereft  of  his  country 
might  be  promoted,  was  of  fo  ferious  a nature,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  fported 
with ; and  he  fliould  not  be  furprifed,  if,  when  he  went  back  to  the  country 
of  which  he  is  a minifter,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould  impeach  him  for  his 
neglect  of  duty.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  declared,  that  heabfolutely 
believed,  that  if  the  order  of  the  day,  or  the  previous  queftion,  fliould  be  put 
upon  his  motion,  it  would  produce  the  moft  alarming  confequences.  If  this 
then  were  his  opinion,  why  did  he  force  the  houfe  to  this  dangerous  meafure, 
by  perfifting  in  his  motion  ? He  would,  and  he  ought  to  be  refponfible  for 
all  the  confequences  of  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Mansfield  (late  Solicitor  General),  defended  Mr.  Eden’s  condu6t;  but 
declared  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a matter  perfc611y  indifterent  whether  his 
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honorable  friend  withdrew  his  motion,  or  whether  it  were  got  rid  of  by  a pre- 
vious queftion,  or  by  reading  the  order  of  the  day  upon  it.  Mr.  Mansfield 
faid,  he  was  fomewhat  amazed  to  hear  his  honorable  friend  treated  with  fo 
much  harflmefs,  and  his  motion  talked  of,  as  if  it  were  taking  the  houfe  by 
furprize.  There  was  not  a gentleman  prefent,  he  conceived,  whomuftnotbe 
well  aware,  that  Ireland  was  in  a molt  alarming  and  critical  ftate.  The  jour- 
nals of  the  Irilh  parliament,  and  all  our  own  newfpapers,  plainly  evinced  the  fa6t. 
It  therefore  firuck  him  as  an  idea  perfe6tly  abfurd,  -to  call  his  honorable 
friend’s  motion  precipitate  or  ralh.  It  was  in  his  mind  highly  neceffary ; but 
if  the  houfe  were  of  another  opinion,  it  mattered  not,  in  his  idea,  whether  it 
were  got  rid  of  one  way  or  the  other. 

Lord  Newhaven  hoped,  that  it  was  perfectly  underftood  in  that  houfe,  and 
that  it  would  go  forth  to  the  world,  that  his  majefly’s  minifiers  did  not  rejedl 
this  motion  from  any  diflike  to  the  bufmefs,  but  that  they  woidd,  with  all 
poffible  fpeed,  give  every  attention  in  their  power  to  fo  important  an  objedt. 

Mr.  Eden  rofe,  and  wifhed  to  know  if  he  gave  up  his  motion,  whether  the 
right  honorable  fecretary  would  pledge  himfelf  that  a repeal  of  the  a6l  of  the 
’6th  of  George  I.  fliould  take  place. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  could  not  fit  ftill  and  fee  a queftion  of  this  importance, 
M'hich  was  then  juft  going  to  be  put  from  the  chair,  rejected  or  evaded  in  the 
manner  which  it  was  likely  to  be.  He  could  not  difmifs  his  hopes  that  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  who  had  moved  it,  might  yet  be  induced  to  with- 
draw it;  and  he  was  convinced  the  greatefl  mifchief  would  follow  its  being 
otherwife  difpofed  of.  The  learned  gentleman,  Avho  v^as  the  only  perfon  who 
had  attempted  to  defend  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  fecretary  for  Ire- 
land, had  taken  great  pains  to  prove,  that  it  made  no  difference  in  Avhat  man- 
ner the  motion  was  got  rid  of.  He  differed  entirely  from  him  on  that  head; 
and  he  had  the  authority  of  the  honorable  gentleman  himfelf,  who  had  made 
the  motion  on  his  fide,  for  he  had  exprefsly  declared,  that  if  the  motion  were 
evaded  by  the  previous  queftion,  or  by  moving  the  order  of  the  day,  he  appre- 
hended the  moft  ferious  mifchiefs  to  Ireland  would  follow.  He  called,  there- 
fore, upon  that  honorable  gentleman,  if  he  had  any  real  feeling  for  the  in- 
terefts  and  peace  of  either  country,  not  to  perfeverein  bringing  on  the  mifchiefs 
which  he  acknowledged  he  forefaw.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceeded  to  ftate 
the  whole  of  Mr.  Eden’s  condu6t,  which  he  attacked  with  great  acrimony, 
as  fcandaloufly  unfair  to  the  new  minifters,  who,  he  was  convinced,  had  the 
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faireft  intentions  towards  Ireland ; yet  if  he  declared  himfelf  fo  decided  an 
enemy  to  the  principle  of  the  declaratory  law  in  queftion,  which  he  had  al- 
ways regarded  as  a tyrannous  ufurpation  in  this  country,  that  though  he 
could  not  but  reprobate  the  motives  which  influenced  the  prefent  mover  for 
its  repeal,  yet  if  the  houfe  divided  on  it  he  fliould  vote  with  him.  With  re- 
gard to  the  fair  reprefentation  of  the  intentions  of  the  new  minifters,  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  been  called  on  by  the  noble  lord,  who  feconded 
the  motion,  to  give  to  the  Irilli  on  his  return,  he  could  give  but  little  credit 
to  his  intentions  on  that  head;  it  was  his  bufmefs,  and  his  dire6t  and  explicit 
duty,  to  have  given  a fair  reprefentation,  and  full  information  of  the  ftate  of 
Ireland  to  his  majefty’s  prefent  minifters  here,  for  which  purpofe  he  had  been 
fent  to  London.  He  had  deferted  that  duty,  and  from  motives  of  private 
pique  and  refentment,  had  with-held  all  information  from  them  on  the  fub- 
jeO:.  It  was  but  reafonable,  therefore,  to  fuppofe,  that  the  fame  principles 
’would  diredt  his  condudl  on  his  return  to  Ireland,  and  the  fame  little  motives 
of  refentment  would  lead  him  to  with-hold  from  the  parliament  of  that  coun- 
try the  fatisfadory  information  of  the  intentions  of  the  new  minifters,  though 
it  were  equally  his  duty  to  report  it. 

He  then  animadverted  on  the  aftertion  of  the  folicitor  general,  that  every 
attention  had  been  given  by  the  late  minifters  to  prevent  thefe  jealoufies  rifmg 
in  Ireland,  which  he  faid  was  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  the  whole  of 
the  prefent  commotions  there  were  chargeable  to  their  fcandalous  negledl,  in 
having  fuflfered  the  name  of  Ireland  to  be  inferted  in  no  lefs  than  five  Britifli 
afts  of  parliament ; one  of  which  had  been  publiflied  by  the  fecretary  himfelf 
in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  after  they  had  given  the  Irifli  the  moft  folemn  af- 
furances,  that  this  claim  fliould  never  be  attempted  to  beexercifed  in  a Angle 
inftance.  Mr.  Grattan  had  produced  thefe  afts  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  this  apparent  violation  of  faith  with  them  it  was,  which  had  roufed 
the  prefent  fpirit  of  jealoufy  and  refentment  in  their  parliament,  as  mtII  as 
among  the  volunteers.  He  concluded  with  repeating  his  call  on  IMr.  Eden, 
to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  not  to  mangle  and  difgrace  a good  and  honor- 
able caufe,  through  the  felfifli  motives  of  party,  pique,  and  private  difap- 
pointment. 

The  fpeaker  was  again  proceeding  to  put  the  queftion,  when 

IMr.  Eden  rofe  once  more,  and,  after  fome  hefitation  and  explanation,  con- 
fented  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
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No.  LXV. 

Debate  upon  IriJJi  Affairs  in  the  Dritijh  Houfe  of  Peers.  (^Page  477^) 

MARQUIS  of  Rockingham  rofe,  and  entered  into  a long,  computative, 
and  arithmetical  detail,  fliewing  the  comparative  ability  of  Ireland  to  bear 
burdens,  to  what  it  had  been  at  former  periods,  not  far  diftant.  His  lord- 
fliip’s  opening  was  chiefly  dire6ted  to  meet  fuch  objections  as  he  imagined 
might  be  made  againft  the  proofs  he  meant  to  adduce,  of  the  real  diftrefs  of 
Ireland.  His  detail  was  accurate  and  important,  as  it  prefented  two  objeCts 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  Britifli  adminiftration  ; firft,  fo  far  as  the  confe- 
quences  might  be  fuppofed  to  affeCl  them  perfonally  ; fecondly,  as  it  might 
probably  affeCt,  and  that  in  a moft  ferious  manner,  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  firft  ftated  the  revenues  of  Ireland,  the  outgoings  and  favings  in 
the  year  1775,  during  the  adminiftration  of  the  late  IMarquis  of  Harting- 
ton,  afterwards  Duke  of  Devon fliire,  and  proceeding  regularly,  through 
each  fucceflive  adminiftration,  till  he  brought  it  down  to  the  prefent  vice- 
roy, Lord  Buckinghamfliire.  In  1755,  and  for  fome  years  after,  the  whole 
of  the  civil  and  military  eftablilhment  amounted,  for  the  two  years,  that 
being  the  mode  of  voting  the  parliamentary  grants  of  that  kingdom,  to  about 
1 ,200,0004  on  an  average,  600,000/.  per  annum  ; Avhereas,  of  late  years,  the 
grants  were  little  lliort  of  2,000,000/.  or  1,000,000/.  per  annum.  At  that 
period  too,  in  the  courfe  of  five  years  peace,  the  debts  contracted  during 
the  preceding  Avar  had  not  only  been  paid  off,  but  there  Avas  a furplus  of 
260,000/.  in  the  national  treafury,  the  greater  part  of  Avhich  Avas  applied  to 
public  ufes,  fuch  as  canals,  churches,  bridges,  &c.  in  bounties  for  the  en- 
couragement, and  promoting  the  extenfion  of  agriculture,  arts  and  manu- 
factures, land-carriage  of  corn,  carrying  it  coaftwife',  to  the  Dublin  Society, 
linen  manufacture,  and  the  fiflieries.  His  lordfhip  made  a progreflTive  ftate- 
ment  of  the  grants  and  taxes,  the  civil  and  military  eftabliflnnents,  and  pen- 
fion  lift,  under  each  fucceflive  adminiftration,  that  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
Lord  Halifax,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  the  Lords  Weymouth,  Briftol, 
ToAvnfliend,  Harcourt,  and  the  prefent  viceroy,  in  the  courfe  of  Avhich  he 
ihewed,  that  the  public  expenditure  imperceptibly  increafed  in  each  refpec- 
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tive  branch.  He  ftated,  that  a debt  was  neceflarily  incurred  during  the  late 
war,  as  the  outgoings  exceeded  the  public  income.  But  what  rendered  the 
condition  of  Ireland  a moft  extraordinary  one  indeed,  and  contrary  to  the 
ufage  of  all  other  hates  under  the  fun,  was,  that  after  the  peace  of  1762, 
inftead  of  paying  off  the  debts  incurred  during  the  preceding  war,  they 
yearly  continued  to  augment  gradually  and  regularly,  for  the  laft  fifteen  years 
of  peace  ; a circumhance  not  paralleled  in  any  country  he  ever  heard  or  read 
of ; nay,  more,  that  the  debt  increafed  in  oppolition  to  new  taxes.  Taxes, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  four  feflions,  were  laid  on ; money  was  uniformly 
borrowed  ; and,  at  the  end  of  the  two  years,  when  the  national  accounts 
came  to  be  fettled,  frefli  deficiencies  appeared  on  each  ncAV  loan,  and  frefii 
taxes  were  laid  on,  in  confeqiience  of  them.  In  fliort,  it  was  a mode  of 
policy  adopted,  that  of  taxing  and  borrowing  and  pledging  the  public  faith, 
till  not  a fhilling  more  could  be  procured.  A tontine  fcherne,  or  a plan  of 
paying  an  high  intereft  on  annuities  granted  upon  lives,  with  benefit  of  fur- 
vivorfhip,  was  the  firft ; this  not  anfwering  the  exigencies  of  government^ 
ftamp  duties  were  then  laid  on ; and  laftly,  a vote  of  credit;  notwithftand^ 
ing  which,  fuch  was  the  exhaufted,  impoverilhed  ftate  of  that  country,  that 
no  money  could  be  procured  upon  fo  precarious  a fecurity.  Indeed,  the  fe- 
curity  amounted  to  no  more  than  a mere  national  engagement,  that  the 
public  creditors  would  be  paid  fome  time  or  other:  but  that  the  funds  offered 
as  a fpecific  fecurity  would  prove  equally  deficient  and  unprodudive,  with 
thofe,  which  had  caufed  the  very  neceflity  of  the  defired  loan.  The  debt 
ftill  continued  to  accumulate,  and  in  the  year  1777,  the  expenditure  ex- 
ceeded the  receipts  in  the  fum  of  200,000/.  So  long  as  England  continued 
in  a profperous  fituation,  though  Ireland  were  drained,  fhe  had  recourfe  to 
this  country  ; but  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  both  countries,  in  the  fpring  of  1778, 
although  the  revenues  of  Ireland  were  hawked  about  Lgodon  ftreets,  and 
offered  to  be  mortgaged  for  the  fum  of  300,000/.  a fingle  fliilling  could  not 
be  procured  or  borrowed  upon  them.  After  dwelling  on  thofe  circumftances 
for  a confiderablc  time,  he  opened  another  head  of  argument,  that  of  the 
immediate  diftreffes  of  Ireland,  which,  he  faid,  muft  in  the  end  materially 
affe6t  the  commerce  and  manufa6lures  of  Great  Britain.  His  lordfiiip  ftated 
the  average  of  the  exports  to  that  kingdom,  both  from  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land, for  the  laft  eleven  years,  ending  1777-  From  Scotland,  upwards  of 
three  millions ; from  England,  upwards  of  eighteen  millions ; or  from  Scot- 
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land,  300,000/.  and  a fradlion  ; from  England,  1,600,000/.  and  a fiadlion 
yearly;  the  whole  making  twenty-two  millions,  or  upwards  of  two  millions 
a year,  Britifli  export.  It  might  be  faid,  does  not  Great  Britain  take  the 
linen,  provihons,  &c.  of  Ireland  in  return  ? Certainly  ; but  it  was  to  be  con- 
fidered  on  which  fide  the  balance  lay,  whether  in  favmr  of  this  or  that  coun- 
try. He  then,  from  authentic  papers,  fiiewed  that  the  balance  of  trade  in 
favor  of  Scotland  was  above  a million  and  a half,  and  in  favor  of  England 
above  five  millions,  for  thefe  lafi;  eleven  years.  This  led  him  to  his  grand 
conclufion,  that  of  motives  of  intereft;  becaufe,  by  the  accounts,  at  laft 
made  up,  it  appeared,  that  the  exports  to  Ireland  for  the  laft  year  had  de- 
creafed  one  fourth:  for  in  1777  it  was  upwards  of  tw'O  millions,  and  in  17/8 
under  a million  and  a half.  - His  lordfiiip  entered  into  feveral  circumftances, 
which  came  within  his  own  knowledge,  particularly  in  the  Weft  Riding  of 
the  county  of  York:  by  the  laft  returns  of  the  number  of  broad  -woollens 
manufadlured  in  that  diftridt,  it  appeared,  that  there  had  twenty-one  thou- 
fand  pieces  lefs  than  the  average  of  feveral  years  before,  and  eight  thoufand 
narrows,  or  foreft  cloths  ; that  he  had  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  enquire  the  rea- 
fon,  and  found  it  had  been  the  failure  of  the  trade  of  Ireland.  He  fome 
time  fince  converfed  with  a very  confiderable  nianufadlurer  in  his  neighbour- 
hood in  the  country,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  Ireland,  fo  far  as  it 
was  connedted  with  the  woollen  manufadture  carried  on  in  the  Weft  Riding 
of  York,  who  conftantly  every  year  went  over  to  Dublin  to  take  orders,  and 
who  aflured  him  by  a letter  received  from  his  correfpondent  in  that  city, 
he  was  warned  not  to  come  or  fend  ; for  he  could  not  enfure  fafety  to  either 
his  property  or  perfon.  His  lordfiiip,  befides  the  proof  of  the  poverty  of  Ire- 
land, by  its  daily  incurring  new  debts,  the  infufficiency  of  the  funds  ap- 
propriated for  the  payment  of  intereft  and  annuities,  payable  to  the  public 
creditors;  thealmoft  bankrupt  ftate  of  the  exchequer,  and  feveral  other  evi- 
dences of  a fimilar  nature,  mentioned  the  circumftance  of  our  being  obliged 
to  provide,  in  the  committee  of  fupply  of  the  prefent  year,  64,000/.  for 
the  pay  of  fix  regiments  of  foot,  and  one  of  dragoons,  ferving  in  Ame- 
rica, or  confent  to  have  them  difbanded.  His  lordfiiip  then  proceeded  to 
enumerate  the  feveral  petitions  fent  by  fome  of  the  counties  of  Ireland,  the 
alfociations  at  the  Tolfel  in  Dublin,  and  at  feveral  of  the  county  meetings, 
particularly  at  Cork,  Kilkenny,  Wicklow,  and  Rofcommon,  fome  of  them 
exprefsly  refolving  not  to  import,  or  ufe,  or  purchafe,  any  of  the  manufac- 
tures 
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tures  of  this  country ; others,  lefs  violent,  Cork  in  particular,  not  to  pur- 
chafe  or  ufe  any  goods,  but  fuch  as  were  manufadured  in  that  kingdom. 
Mis  lorddiip  earneftly,  nay,  very  warmly,  preffed  the  necelTity  there  was  for 
giving  Ireland  relief,  upon  every  principle  of  gratitude,  intereft,  and  found 
policy,  and  pointed  out  the  danger  of  irritating  the  people,  left,  by  being 
driven  to  extremities,  they  might  in  an  ad  of  defpair,  be  forced  into  refift- 
ance.  He  expatiated  greatly  on  their  loyalty  to  the  government,  and  their 
reverence,  zeal,  and  affedion  for  the  people  of  this  country  ; it  would  there- 
fore, he  thought,  as  a mere  matter  of  policy,  be  extremely  imprudent  to  do 
anything,  which  might  tend  to  eftrange  Ireland  from  her  refped  and  venera- 
tion for  her  elder  fifter.  His  lordlhip,  as  well  by  his  details  as  in  arguments, 
contended,  that  adminiftration  had  negleded  its  duty  towards  Ireland  ; that 
all  care  and  protedion  had  been  withdrawn  ; and  that  Ireland  was  precifely 
in  that  fttuation,  which,  if  not  fpeedily  remedied,  Avould,  in  the  opinion  of 
many,  juftify  refiftance.  He  faid,  the  people  of  Ireland,  by  the  moft  accu- 
rate computation,  amounted  to  two  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  fouls, 
Avhereof  five  hundred  thoufand  were  believed  to  be  Proteftants,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  three  hundred  thoufand  Diflenters  to  two  hundred  thoufand  of  the 
eftabli filed  church.  The  Irifli  Catholics,  it  was  true,  had  been  favored  with 
fome  degree  of  religious  toleration,  and  he  ivas  happy  to  fay,  fo  far  as  the 
example  fet  by  England  could  be  fuppofed  to  operate  upon  the  ruling  powers 
in  our  fifter  kingdom,  he  took  a fiiare  in  the  merit  of  that  meafure.  On  the 
other  hand,  fo  refpe6lable  and  powerful  a body  as  the  Irifii  Difienters  were, 
ought  not  to  be  treated  with  contempt  and  unkindnefs,  as  they  certainly  had 
been  in  one  inftance ; he  meant  the  claufe  inferted  in  the  bill  for  giving  an 
indulgence  for  Roman  Catholics,  irhich  claufe  was  loft  in  the  privy  council 
of  this  kingdom.  But  he  did  not  found  his  argument  upon  this  or  that  dif- 
tindlion.  People  of  all  ranks,  qualities,  and  religions  there,  were  united  as 
one  man ; they  forgot  all  animofities  and  jealoufies  in  the  ruin,  which  threaten- 
ed them;  and  the  great  point  of  union  and  national  cement  ivliich  kept  them 
together  was,  not  to  import,  purchafe,  or  deal  in  any  article  of  the  produce  or 
manufadture  of  this  country.  In  this  part  of  his  argument  he  cenfured  mi- 
iiifters  highly,  for  their  total  negledl  of  the  defence  of  that  country ; and 
pointed  out  the  danger  of  permitting  the  people  there  to  aftbeiate  and  em- 
body in  troops  and  cf^mpanies  contrary  to  law.  When  he  faid  this,  it  was  his 
opinion  they  had  done  very  properly,  in  endeavouring  to  defend  themfelves 
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Avdien  negle6Ied  by  government.  But  minifters  thould  have  prevented  the 
necelTity  of  having  recourfe  to  fuch  military  affociations  ; or  if  that  ^vere  not 
practicable,  in  the  prefent  hate  of  affairs,  the  people  diould  have  been  legally 
commiffioned  and  enabled  to  take  arms.  The  matter  now  wore  a very  ferious 
appearance  ; for  though  he  were  firmly  perfuaded,  in  cafe  that  country  Ihould 
be  invaded  by  a foreign  force,  Avhich  was  generally  believed  to  be  in  con- 
templation, the  Irifli,  with  their  ufual  loyalty  and  fpirit,  would  defend  them- 
feh^es,  and  bravely  repel  the  invaders ; yet  it  was  worth  confidering  how 
far  the  fame  fpirit  might  be  exerted  in  refifting  oppreffion  and  injuftice  from 
any  other  quarter.  After  recapitulating  the  many  and  very  important  ad- 
vantages M'e  derived  from  Ireland,  through  the  medium  of  our  trade  and 
commerce,  the  acceffion  of  ftrength  die  afforded  in  time  of  war,  and  the 
immenfe  fums  flie  remitted  to  her  abfentees,  monies  paid  officers,  penfioners, 
or  fpent  on  motives  of  pleafure  or  bufmefs,  at  the  univerfities,  inns  of  court, 
appeals  in  law  and  equity,  &c.  he  obferved,  how  unkindly  die  had  been 
treated  in  every  inftance,  how  cruelly  and  oppreffively  in  fome.  He  reminded 
their  lordfhips  of  the  compaCt  made  between  both  kingdoms  in  King  Wil- 
liam’s time,  when  the  parliament  of  Ireland  confented  to  prohibit  the  export 
of  their  own  woollen  manufacture,  in  order  to  give  that  of  England  a pre- 
ference, by  laying  a duty  equal  to  a full  prohibition  upon  every  fpecies  of 
woollens  or  even  of  the  raw  commodity ; and  of  the  folemn  affurance  given 
by  both  the  houfes  of  the  Britidi  parliament,  that  they  w^ould  give  every  pof- 
fible  encouragement,  and  abftain  from  every  meafure,  ivhich  could  prevent  the 
Knen  manufacture  to  be  rendered  by  the  ftaple  of  Ireland.  But  how  had 
England  kept  its  word  ? by  laying  duties  or  granting  bounties  to  the  linens 
of  Britidi  manufacture,  equal  to  the  prohibition  of  the  Iridi,  and  at  the  fame 
time  giving  every  kind  of  private  and  public  encouragement  to  render  Scot- 
land a real  rival  to  Ireland,  in  almoft  every  fpecies  of  her  linen  fabrics^  After 
deferibing  the  private  as  well  as  public  diftrelTes  of  Ireland  in  the  molt  feeling 
language,  his  lorddiip  proceeded  to  contraft  the  deferts  of  the  Irilli  nation, 
whofe  loyalty  kept  pace  with  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  calamities  they 
felt.  He  inftaiiced,  in  particular,  their  friendly  and  affectionate  behaviour 
fmee  the  commencement  of  the  American  war;  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  that 
kingdom  in  the  time  of  the  two  laft  Scotch  rebellions ; the  uncommon  efforts 
die  made  during  the  late  war,  and  her  uniform  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
this  country  in  every  trying  exigency  when  engaged  in  a foreign  war.  He 
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faid,  lie  hoped,  the  importance  of  the  objedl  woukl  flrike  every  noble  lord 
with  the  propriety,  nay,  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  his  motion  ; that  the  houfe 
would  treat  it  with  that  temper,  coolnefs,  and  moderation,  which  it  fo  appa- 
rently merited ; and  attend  to  it  as  a matter  in  which  every  man  in  the  nation 
was  molt  deeply  interefted.  Pie  truiled,  that  their  lordtliips  would  not  be  led 
away  by  any  partial  ideas  or  narrow  diftindlions  of  local  benefit  or  advan- 
tage, but  meet  it  fairly  as  a queftion  of  hate,  in  which  both  kingdoms  had 
an  equal  interefl.  He  would  be  extremely  forry,  that  this  or  that  town  or 
diftridt,  that  Manchefter  or  Glafgow,  or  any  other  place,  would  fuperfede  ot 
render  of  none  effedt  the  wifdom  of  their  lordlhips’  deliberations.  He  wifhed 
farther,  that  on  the  prefent  occafion,  all  party  or  perfonal  confiderations 
would  give  way  to  the  general  good,  and  that  as  they  meant  all  the  fame 
thing,  the  intereft  of  both  kingdoms,  their  lordfliips  would  not  entertain  a 
fecond  opinion  on  the  fubjedt.  It  was  a great  objedl,  and  Ihould  neither  be 
loft,  abandoned,  or  evaded.  It  had  for  fome  years  been  unfortunately  toa 
much  negledled,  but  matters  were  at  length  arrived  juft  at  that  critical  ftate, 
which  would  render  it  not  only  unwife  and  impolitic  to  lofe  a moment,  but 
would  afford  an  inftance  of  obftinacy  and  want  of  feeling,  little  fliort  of  po- 
litical infanity.  His  lordfhip  concluded  a very  long  fpeech,  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  he  fpoke  to  a great  variety  of  matter  of  lefs  importance,  with  making 
the  following  motion : “ That  this  houfe  taking  into  confideration  the  dif- 
“ treffed  and  impoverifhed  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  being  of 
“ opinion,  that  it  is  confonant  to  juftice  and  true  policy  to  remove  the  caufes 
of  difcontent  by  a redrefs  of  grievances,  and,  in  order  to  demonftrate  the 
“ fenfe,  which  this  houfe  entertains  of  the  merits  of  that  loyal  and  well  deferv- 
“ ing  nation',  this  houfe  doth  think  it  highly  expedient  that  this  important 
“ bitfinefs  fhould  be  no  longer  negle6ted,  and  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
“ fented  to  his  majefty,  that  his  majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take 
the  matter  into  his  moft  ferious  confideration,  and  direct  his  minifters  to 
“ prepare  and  lay  before  parliament  fuch  particulars  relative  to  the  trade 
“ and  maiuifadtures  of  Ireland,  as  may  enable  the  national  wifdom  to  purfue 
“ effedtual  meafures  for  promoting  the  common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  com- 
“ merceofhis  majefty ’s  fubjedts  in  both  kingdoms.”  Lord  Vifeount  Wey- 
mouth rofe  in  reply,  and  oppofed  the  marquis's  motion  on  two  grounds  ; be- 
caufe  the  houfe  had  no  paper  whatever  regularly  before  them,  relative  to  the 
cliftielfcd  ftate  of  Ireland,,  which  was  held  out  tis  the  ground  of  the  motion 
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that  amounted  to  'a  matter  of  fa6t ; fecondly,  becaufe  if  a relaxation  or  re- 
peal of  any  of  the  reftridtive  laws  relative  to  the  trade  of  Ireland  fliould  be 
moved,  that  could  properly  originate  only  in  the  other  houfe.  His  lordfliip, 
after  expreffing  his  bell  wilhes  for  Ireland,  faid,  the  matter  at  a future  period 
might  be  taken  up,  and  the  neceffary  meafures  for  affording  relief  to  Ireland 
be  adopted  ; but  at  prefent,  without  proof  fufficient  to  warrant  the  terms  in 
which  the  addrefs  was  couched,  and  without  the  means  of  originating  fpe- 
cific  relief,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  move  the  previous  queftion.  Duke  of 
Chandos,  after  giving  his  opinion,  that  that  part  of  the  addrefs  which  con- 
veyed a cenfure  or  a charge  of  neglect  in  minifters,  did  not  meet  his  idea, 
both  becaufe  he  thought  with  the  noble  vifcount,  that  the  houfe  were  not 
in  poffeffion  of  any  evidence  of  the  fadl  of  neglect  therein  charged  ; and,  that 
he  had  a full  confidence  in  the  condu6t  of  adminiftration.  He  highly  ap- 
proved, in  other  refpedts,  of  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  marquis ; and 
faid,  one  principal  caufe  of  the  diftrefs  felt  by  Ireland,  was  the  continual  drain 
from  that  country,  in  order  to  pay  the  great  land  owners  refident  here,  many 
of  whom,  in  their  whole  lives,  never  fpent  a fliilling  in  the  country  from 
whence  they  drew  their  incomes.  That,  he  faid,  was  fyftematic  grievance, 
which  admitted  of  no  remedy  but  a tax  upon  abfentees.  Though  he  pof- 
feffed  a confiderable  property  in  that  country,  he  Ihould  chearfully  affift  in 
any  meafure  for  giving  the  Irifli  that  fpecies  of  relief,  for  he  was  perfuaded, 
that  whatever  elfe  might  be  done  to  relieve  them,  if  that  caufe  of  impoverifli- 
ment  lliould  not  be  met  in  fome  way  or  otlier,  the  fame  principle  would  con- 
tinue to  produce  fimilar  effedts,  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree.  His  grace  before 
he  fat  down  expreffed  his  approbation  of  the  previous  queftion,  the  propofi- 
tions  made  by  the  noble  marquis  being  fuch,  as  that  he  could  neither  give  it 
d diredl  negative  nor  affirmative.  Marquis  of  Rockingham  rofe,  he  faid,  to 
take  notice  of  fome  expreflions,  which  had  fallen  from  the  noble  vifcount 
high  in  office,  and  the  noble  duke  who  fpoke  laft,  affirming,  that  he  had  heard 
withmuch  furprife  the  objedlions  nowftarted.  He  repeated,  with  fome M^armth, 
that  Ireland  had  been  cruelly  and  injurioufly  treated,  and  that  it  would  pre- 
fent a mixture  of  folly  and  ingratitude,  which  nothing  but  the  dulleft  obfti- 
nacy  and  ignorance  could  explain,  if  we  refufed  to  lighten  thofe  intolerable 
burthens,  which  the  reftriffion  of  our  trade  laws  laid  upon  that  loyal,  af- 
fedlionate,  and  enduring  people.  As  an  additional  argument,  why  it  made 
it  neceffary  and  prudent  in  the  king’s  fervants  to  agree  to  his  motion,  he  ad- 
verted 
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verted  to  the  formidable  military  affociations  now  on  foot  in  that  kingdom  ; 
and  defired  to  know  if  they  had  been  informed  of  their  nature  and  extent. 
This,  he  faid,  was  a matter  truly  alarming,  if  the  Britilli  government  meant 
to  adhere  to  their  former  fyftem  of  oppreffion  and  injuftice ; and  therefore  it 
highly  behoved  minifters,  if  they  were  obftinately  bent  to  throw  every  part 
of  the  empire  into  a flame,  to  ferioufly  inveftigate  the  degree  of  refiftance 
they  were  likely  to  meet.  With  regard  to  the  particular  fentiments  of  the 
noble  vifcount  and  the  noble  duke,  he  confeffed,  he  was  unable  to  reprefs 
his  feelings,  when  they  imputed  to  his  motion  that  it  was  fo  framed  as  to 
contain  a cenfure  upon  adminiftration.  Nothing  on  earth  was  more  diflant 
from  his  thoughts,  as  he  endeavoured  all  in  his  power  to  draw  it  up  in  fuch 
a manner,  as  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of  any  obje6tion  that  might  arife  on 
the  ground  of  perfonality.  When  a motion  was  made  a fhort  time  fince  for 
the  removal  of  a noble  earl  over  the  way  (Sandwich)  from  his  majefty’s 
councils,  he  did  not  at  all  wonder  at  his  brethren  in  office  rifing  to  oppofe 
the  motion ; “ no,  let  our  noble  friend’s  crimes  be  ever  fo  great,  we  cannot 
“ abandon  him.  We  do  not  care  a farthing  about  that ; he  is  a pleafant 
companion,  and  we  do  notchufe  to  part  with  him.”  There  is,  added  the 
marquis,  nothing  extraordinary  in  all  this  ; but  it  appeared  to  him  very  unr 
accountable  indeed,  how  minifters  fliould  objeft  to  the  giving  relief  to  Ire- 
land, for  certainly  any  oppofition  to  it  could  admit  of  no  other  fair  or  ra- 
tional conftruftion.  Lord  Townfhend  rofe,  he  faid,  to  defend  his  own  ad- 
miniftration againft  the  general  charge  of  an  increafed  eftablifhment,  which 
the  noble  marquis  ftiid,  at  the  opening  of  his  fpeech,  had  gone  on  in  a pro- 
greflive  ftate  of  augmentation  fmce  the  viceroyfhip  of  the  Marquis  of  Har- 
tington,  afterwards  Duke  of  Devonfhire.  He  compared  the  eftablilliment 
during  his  lieutenancy  with  thofe  of  his  predeceflbrs  and  fucceffors  in  office 
fmce  the  year  1763.  In  that  year  the  civil  eftablifliment  amounted  to  no 
more  than  105,000/.  In  tliat  of  the  noble  earl  over  the  way  (Hertford)  there 
was  a fmall  addition.  In  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Briftol  8000/.  had  been 
added.  During  his  own  adminiftration,  in  the  courfe  of  fix  years,  from  Sep- 
tember 1767  to  1772,  the  civil  expences  were  lefs  by  8000/.  but  fmce  that  time 
the  civil  expences  had  rifen  to  137,000/.  His  lordfhip,  in  expreflions  of  the 
warmeft  affedion  for  the  people  of  Ireland,  pleaded  their  diftrefles  and  de- 
ferts  in  very  forcible  language ; faid,  he  ftiould  be  wanting  in  the  feelings 
wliich  gratitude  ought  ever  to  infpire,  if  he  did  not  take  the  prefent  oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity  of  teftifying  liis  regard  for  them,  and  his  earneftnefs  to  procure  them 
every  degree  of  redrefs  and  indulgence,  vdiich  their  melancholy  fituation  de- 
manded, which  juftice  dictated,  and  generofity  and  national  gratitude  ren* 
,dered  a pofitive  duty  on  the  part  of  a great  nation.  His  lordlliip  adverted, 
in  confirmation  of  thofe  favorable  expreffions  of  the  noble  marquis,  to  the 
many  proofs  Ireland  had  given  in  the  courfe  of  almoft  a century  to  affift  Great 
Britain  in  her  v/ars ; and  contended,  that  all  the  public  diftreffes  the  now  felt 
were  in  confequence  of  her  loyalty  and  affedtion,  particularly  her  recent  dif- 
trefs,  which  folely  arofe  from  the  affiftance  flie  had  given  to  this  country  in 
carrying  on  the  war  againft  our  rebellious  fubjedls  in  America.  With  regard 
to  local  or  partial  diftindlions,  he  difclaimed  them,  as  beneath  a wife  and 
great  nation ; they  fliould  never  be  permitted  to  mix  in  queftions  of  fuch 
vaft  magnitude  and  extent  as  the  prefent.  He  refided  himfelf  in  a country 
full  of  manufadturers.  His  eftate  and  property  were  within  that  county  (Nor- 
folk), and  if  the  manufadturer  was  to  be  affedled  by  granting  any  indulgence 
to  Ireland,  he ‘mull  fuffer  his  fliare  of  the  lofs ; but  though  he  wiflied  them 
and  himfelf  every  thing  which  could  be  derived  from  trade  and  manufac- 
tures carried  on  upon  a liberal  plan,  God  forbid  he  fliould,  upon  any  mo- 
tives of  prejudice  or  felf-intereff,  give  countenance  to  meafures  formed  upon 
a narrow  or  partial  fcale  of  politics.  He  fliould,  in  point  of  union  and  na- 
tional hrength,  ever  confider  England  and  Ireland  as  one  country,  and  the 
people  of  each  bound  and  connedled  by  the  fame  objedts,  the  profperity  of 
the  whole.  The  noble  marquis  had  dwelt  upon  one  argument  to  induce  their 
lordfhips  to  agree  to  the  propofed  redrefs,  which,  he  confeffed,  did  not  ftrike 
him  in  the  fame  light  it  did  the  noble  lord ; that  was  the  poffibility  or  proba- 
bility of  refiftance,  in  cafe  this  country  fliould  not  think  it  expedient  to  enter 
into  a confideration  of  the  fubjedt  matter  at  prefent.  That  was  an  argument 
ill  founded,  that  fliould  never  operate  upon  his  condudf,  as  a peer  of  parlia- 
ment. He  hoped  that  their  lordfhips  would  be  induced  to  adf  upon  princi- 
ples of  juftice  and  humanity,  from  motives  of  affedtion  and  found  policy, 
and  not  from  threats  of  refiftance  or  compulfion  on  our  part.  But  he  would 
fpeak  to  the  fadl  from  his  own  knowledge ; he  believed,  as  the  trueft  teft  of 
their  affedlion,  the  Irifh  were  no  lefs  remarkable  for  their  patience  and  en- 
durance than  for  their  loyalty.  He  knew  them  well  in  every  poftible  light 
they  could  be  viewed,  either  politically  or  individually;  and  he  could  affirm 
from  his  own  adlual  knowledge,  that  no  provocation  (fuch  as  had  been  al- 
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iedged  by  the  noble  marquis)  could  drive  them  to  any  a6l  of  violence,  tend- 
ing to  a reparation  or  refiftance  to  this  country:  but  if  relief  were  not  fpeedily 
given  to  Ireland,  there  was  another  motive  more  ferious,  and  an  event  much 
more  probable  than  refiftance,  Avhich,  he  feared,  would  be  the  confequence  of 
cold  indifference  and  negledt  on  our  part;  and  that  was,  the  people  of  Ireland 
emigrating  to  America,  which  would  inevitably  be  the  confequence.  He  had 
often  taken  the  liberty  to  prefs  that  confideration  on  the  houfe;  and  he  was 
extremely  forry  to  find,  that  his  early  information  refpedfing  Wafliington’s 
army  had  proved  fo  fatally  true,  and  that  we  had  been  in  part  baffled  in  our 
attempts  to  fubdue  our  rebellious  colonies,  by  the  great  number  of  Irifli  emi- 
grants, who,  driven  by  poverty  and  oppreflion  from  their  native  country,  were 
compelled  to  enlift  in  the  rebel  army.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he 
agreed  entirely  in  principle  with  the  noble  marquis;  but  that  as  to  the  mo- 
tion, fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  form  in  which  it  it  was  drawn  up,  he  fhould 
referve  his  ultimate  opinion  till  a farther  progrefs  fliould  be  made  in  the  de- 
bate, and  until  he  heard  the  opinions  of  others  of  his  majefty’s  confidential 
fervants.  Marquis  of  Rockingham  rofe  to  explain  fome  matters  relative  to 
the  independent  corps  and  companies  then  in  arms  in  Ireland.  He  faid,  they 
amounted  to  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  men,  all  afling  under  illegal  powers, 
under  a kind  of  fuppofition  that  all  government  was  at  an  end.  This  was 
one  unanfwerable  proof  to  fl}ew  the  negle6l  of  minifters  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty.  Why  were  not  thofe  men  embodied  in  the  king's  name? 
Why  was  not  there  a conftitutional  militia  raifed  to  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe  ? 
In  fine,  why  were  not  the  gentlemen  and  yeomanry  of  Ireland  put  into  fome 
form,  or  under  fome  regulation,  which  might  fubjedt  them  to  a legal  or  con- 
ftitutional controul?  He  was  no  lefs  fatisfied  than  the  noble  vifcount  of  the 
zeal,  loyalty,  and  fidelity  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  He  was  ready  to  go  as 
far  as  the  noble  lord  in  every  degree  of  confidence  which  prudence  and  found 
policy  would  warrant,  but  no  farther.  He  remembered  the  American  war 
commenced  in  addrefles  and  petitions ; that  when  thofe  were  turned  a deaf 
ear  to,  they  were  followed  with  non-importation  agreements.  He  remem- 
bered, that  when  bills  of  pains  and  penalties  were  ena<51;ing  in  that  houfe,  a 
fyllable  would  not  be  heard  wliich  feemed  to  tend  to  meafures  of  lenity.  The 
bill  was  brought  in  a hurry,  pafled  in  a hurry,  and  we  run  in  a hurry  head- 
long to  our  ruin.  To  engage  therefore  tor  what  Ireland  might  bear  with 
patience,  or  draw  the  line  exactly  upon  wliat  particular  occafion  or  period  of 
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oppreffion  flie  might  refift,  was  a language  which  fatal  experience  had  warned 
them  fufficiently,  he  believed,  not  to  put  too  great  a reliance  upon.  After 
fpeaking  for  fome  time  in  this  ftrain,  he  called  upon  minifters  to  fpeak  out, 
and  recommended  moft  warmly  the  neceffity  of  giving  Ireland  fpeedy  and 
effe6tual  relief.  We  had  loft  the  greateft  part  of  America;  we  were  fighting 
Avith  a powerful  enemy  for  all  our  diftant  pofleflions ; Scotland  Avas  in  a ftate 
little  fiiort  of  adual  rebellion,  and  Ireland  was  united  as  one  man  againft  us, 
not  to  purchafe  a fingle  fiiilling’s  worth  of  Britifli  property.  Earl  GoAver 
propofed  a kind  of  compromife.  He  moved,  to  omit  that  part  of  the  recital 
of  the  noble  marquis’s  motion,  Avhich  ftated  the  exifting  grievances  Ireland 
labours  under,  and  the  neglect  imputed  to  adminiftration,  in  not  taking  mea- 
fures  for  their  removal.  His  lordfhip  prefled  very  warmly  the  impropriety 
and  danger  of  coming  to  too  hafty  or  precipitate  a vote  uppn  a queftion  of 
fuch  importance.  The  very  cure  propofed,  Avould,  in  his  opinion,  rather  ferve 
to  increafe  than  remove  the  diforder,  which  had  been  fo  fully  and  ably  de- 
fcribed.  It  ought  to  be  ferioufly  confidered,  that  holding  out  falfe  hopes  or 
creating  ill-founded  expeftations,  Avhich  could  not  be  gratified,  would  in  the 
end  promote  thofe  evils,  Avhich  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament  to  prevent.  He 
could  never  fubfcribe  to  the  opinion,  that  adopting  to  the  extent  contended 
for,  or  agreeing  to  the  claims  of  Ireland,  Avould  be  the  means  of  preventing 
rebellion:  on  the  contrary,  he  feared  it  might  produce  the  very  reverfe ; if 
not  in  Ireland,  poflibly  nearer  home.  The  kingdom  was  to  be  confulted. 
The  great  body  of  Britifli  manufa61urers  had  rights  and  claims  of  their  own, 
which  they  Avould  not  readily  part  Avith,  and  though  the  arguments  ufed  by 
noble  lords  might  feem  fpecious  and  plaufible,  he  begged  their  lordfliips  to 
confider,  that  perhaps  the  very  meafures  which  might  promife  to  prevent  a 
rebellion  in  Ireland  might  prove  the  caufe  of  an  actual  rebellion  in  England. 
He  fpoke  very  fully  on  the  motion,  faid  there  Avas  no  proof  of  feveral  of  the 
'matters  contained  in  the  motion,  and  if  there  Avere,  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
diftreffes  Avhich  Ireland  felt  Avere  OAving  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
or  the  reftridions  laid  upon  the  Irifli  trade.  If  that  part  of  the  motion  Avhich 
took  the  fa6ls  as  proved,  and  the  inferences  flowing  from  them,  as  felf-evident, 
were  omitted,  he  was  ready  to  meet  the  noble  marquis,  and  adopt  the  other 
part  of  his  lordfliip’s  propofition;  for  at  prefent  there  Avas  no  evidence  before 
the  houfe,  that  the  affairs  of  that  country  had  been  negleded,  nor  was  the 
houfe  in  pofleflion  of  any  documents  refpeefting  the  exiftence  of  grievances 
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there,  Tufhcient  to  induce  them  to  come  to  the  propofed  vote.  Earl  of  Briftol 
replied,  that  he  believed  there  was  not  a noble  lord  prefent  who  entertained 
the  lhadow  of  a doubt,  that  thofe  grievances  ftated  by  the  noble  marquis  really 
exifted.  He  delivered  himfelf  very  favorably  in  behalf  of  Ireland,  and  faid 
he  looked  upon  them  to  be  the  moft  oppreffed  and  injured  people  under 
the  fun.  Duke  of  Manchefter  declared  himfelf  of  the  fame  opinion;  and 
faid,  he  could  never  think  of  giving  up  the  ground  of  the  motion;  for, 
what  was  it,  if  the  people  in  Ireland  were  not  labouring  under  the  greateft 
national  diftrefs  ? And  how  could  that  be  true,  if  minifters  had  not  negledted 
their  duty,  by  forbearing  to  grant  them  any  fpecies  of  relief?  His  grace 
urged  the  necefiity  of  doing  fomething  elfe6lual,  and  the  doing  it  fpeedily, 
and  that  for  the  following  important  reafons.  It  was  no  fecret,  that 
France  intended,  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  fummer,  to  make  an  attempt  on 
either  or  perhaps  both  kingdoms.  He  was  well  informed,  that  the  firft  at- 
atempt  would  be  made  on  Ireland.  He  had  it,  he  faid,  from  the  beft  authority, 
that  France  would  not  appear  as  an  enemy  on  the  coafts  of  that  kingdom, 
to  commit  hoftilities,  but  to  offer  her  alliance,  friend Ihip  and  protedtion,  in 
affifling  her  to  throw  off  the  yoke  laid  upon  the  Irifh  nation  by  Great  Bri> 
tain : in  fliort,  flie  meant  to  hold  out  independency  and  a free  trade.  The 
mifchievous  policy  of  that  ambitious  people  was  no  longer  to  appear  as  con- 
querors come  to  enflave,  but  as  friends  to  fuccour  and  relieve;  no  longer  as 
the  foes,  but  the  friends  of  human  kind,  come  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  in- 
jured and  oppreffed  nations.  This  was  her  policy  refpedting  America,  and 
this  he  feared  would  be  her  policy  refpedting  Ireland ; and  he  had  good  rea- 
fon  already  to  believe,  that  overtures  of  that  nature  had  been  thrown  out, 
and  thatfeveral  Frencli  emiffaries  had  been  in  that  kingdom,  in  order  to  found 
the  difpofitions  of  the  people.  This  was  the  invafion  and  conquefl  of  Ireland, 
which  he  feared,  and  which  it  was  their  lordlhips’  bufmefs  to  adopt  the  moft 
fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  to  prevent.  His  grace  therefore  conjured  and 
intreated  minifters  to  interfere  in  time,  and  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
prevent  France  from  acting  fo  infidious  a part,  by  removing  thofe  evils,  the 
exiftence  of  which  could  only  have  given  rife  to  fo  deep-laid  a fcheme  of  po- 
I licy  and  ambition.  He  was  as  well  as  his  noble  friend  (Grafton)  glad  to  fee 
minifters  fliew  any  difpofition  to  relent.  He  was  fully  perfuaded  of  the  ne- 
ccflity  of  convincing  Ireland,  that  we  were  candid,  and  meant  at  length  to  be 
fcTious;  blithe  neverthelefs  was  of  opinion,  that  a fubjedt  of  fuch  tranf- 
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cendent  importance,  involving  in  it  fnch  a variety  of  interefts  and  objects^ 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  taken  up,  nor  haftily  decided  on.  Earl  Gower’s  mo- 
tion being  at  length  framed,  it  was  fuggefted,  that  the  original  motion  fliould 
be  tirft  withdrawn.  (A  cry  of  withdraw,  withdraw.)  His  lordlhip’s  motion 
'.vas  then  read,  after  a few  words  from  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  to  fhew 
the  propriety  of  retaining  that  part  of  his  motion  refpedting  the  diftrelTes  of 
Ireland,  and  was  as  follows  : “ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 

“ majefty,  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  take  into  his  gracious  confideration,  the 
“ diftreffed  and  impoverillied  ftate  of  the  loyal  and  well-deferving  people  of 
“ Ireland,  and  to  diredt  an  account  to  be  laid  before  parliament  of  fuch  par- 
ticulars  relative  to  the  trade  and  manufadtures  of  Ireland,  as  may  enable 
the  national  wifdom  to  purfue  methods  for  promoting  the  common  ftrength, 
“ wealth,  and  commerce  of  his  majefty ’s  fubjedls  in  both  kingdoms.”  The 
Duke  of  Grafton  faid,  though  he  liked  the  addrefs  as  firtl  moved  better  than 
as  it  Rood  amended,  he  would  be  ready  to  accept  of  it,  fooner  than  run  the 
rifque  of  having  a negative  put  upon  it;  for  though  it  took  no  retrofpedlive 
view,  it  looked  forward  to  what  he  believed  was  the  univerfal  with  of  every 
noble  lord  prefent;  it  pointed  to  redrefs,  and  for  the  fake  of  unanimity  he 
was  ready,  for  one,  to  adopt  it.  Marquis  of  Rockingham  faid,  fo  far  as  the 
new  motion  pointed  to  future  redrefs,  he  heartily  coincided  with  the  noble 
duke ; but  however  willing  he  might  be  to  fubmit  to  the  prevailing  fenfe  of 
the  houfe,  fo  ftrongly  manifefted  on  the  prefent  occafion,  be  could  fee  no 
reafon  againft  declaring,  as  an  a6l  of  juftice,  and  the  belt  pledge  of  our  being- 
in  earneft,  that  the  atfairs  of  Ireland  had  been  negledled.  Earl  of  Shelburne 
recommended  great  caution  and  deliberation;  and  put  in  his  claim  thus  early 
to  be  underftood  as  not  pledging  himfelf  to  fupport  any  meafure,  which 
might  in  its  confequences  put  the  Irith  upon  a better  footing  than  the  Bri- 
tilh  manufacturer.  The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in  a very  able  fpeech,  endea- 
voured to  fhew,  that  all  local  diflinClions  were  the  creatures  of  prejudice  and 
felfill^nefs.  He  faid,  that  Ireland  and  England  were  in  faCt  the  fame  nation 
and  people ; that  any  diltinCtion  made  in  favour  of  the  latter,  was  a fpecies  of 
injuftice  to  the  former.  A great,  a loyal,  and  a brave  people,  weie  not  to  be 
ruined,  beggared  or  oppreffed,  becaufe  Manchefter  thought  this,  or  this  or 
tliat  country  were  alarmed.  All  thofe  petty  motives  mull  ceafe  to  operate, 
nor  be  permitted  to  influence  our  public  councils,  which  ought  never  to  lofe 
fjght  of  juftice  and  found  policy.  His  noble  friend  (Duke  of  Grafton)  had 
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talked  of  an  union.  He  was  for  an  union,  but  not  an  union  of  legiflature, 
but  an  union  of  hearts,  hands,  of  aifeftions,  and  interefts,  as  had  been  well 
pointed  by  his  other  noble  friend,  who  made  the  motion.  This  was  his 
opinion,  and  he  fliould  ever  prefer  fuch  a connexion  to  any  other  which 
might  give  olfence  to  the  people,  or  be  effeded  by  means,  however  well  in- 
tended, that  would  lie  open  to  many  objections. 

A kind  of  converfation  now  fucceeded,  in  which  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
faid,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  motion,  provided  it  were  fully  underftood- 
on  every  fide  of  the  houfe,  and  candidly  declared,  that  immediate  meafures 
of  relief  would  be  adopted  ; and  that  it  wa'S  not  merely  thrown  in  the  way 
to  itop  any  effectual  proceedings. 

Earl  Gower  protefted,  fo  far  as  he  could  anfwer,  he  meant  to  aCt  with  can- 
dour. It  was  his  wifli,  and  it  now  became  his  particular  duty ; but  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  fpeak  with  any  degree  of  precifion.  It  was  a fubjeCl 
of  great  delicacy,  called  for  great  confideration,  and  he  thought  \vhatever 
might  be  done,  it  would  not  be  prudent  or  politic  to  hold  out  to  Ireland 
any  promife,  which  might  be  received  as  reftraining  the  wifdom  and  delibera- 
tion of  parliament. 

The  amended  motion  was  put  and  carried  nem.  con. 


No.  LXVI.  a. 

An  Addrefs  from  Francis  Dobbs,  Efq.  to  the  Officers  and  Privates  of 
the  feveral  Companies  to  be  reviexced  at  Belfaf^  the'^ljl  of  July,  1782. 
{Page  488.) 

Gentlemen, 

FROM  the  fullefl:  conviClion,  that  this  is  a critical  moment 
for  Ireland,  and  that  your  conduCt,  at  the  enfuing  review,  ■will  lead  to  the 
peace,  honor  and  profperity,  or  to  the  dcvaflation,  ignominy  and  deftruClion 
of  Ireland,  I now  addrefs  you. 

You  are  addrefled  from  the  Bclfafl  firfl  company,  and,  if  they  are  right, 
the  emancipation  of  your  country  is  not  obtained.  If  they  are  right,  you 
are  betrayed  by  every  man,  whom  you  have  long  looked  up  to,  as  well  as  by 
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tliofe,  wlio  were  but  lately  in  your  confidence.  If  the  firft  Belfafl  be  right, 
a Chaiicmont,  who  has  devoted  his  life  to  your  rights---a  Grattan,  whom  you 
almoft  adored— a Brownlow— -a  Stewart---an  Ogle-'-a  Yelverton-— aBurgh— 
a Bagnell---in  fliort,  every  member  of  the  fenate,  who  has  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  your  caufe,  the  caufe  of  liberty,  have  fold  you  ; and  fix  gentlemen, 
which  was  the  number  that  divided  againft  the  refolution  in  the  Houfe  of 
ConTmons,  on  Friday  the  iQth  inft.  that  the  exclufive  right  of  legiflation, 
as  well  external  as  internal  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  was  acknowledged 
unequivocally  by  Great  Britain”)  are  the  only  friends  of  their  country. 

Two  refolutions,  namely,  “ That  a claim  of  any  body  of  men,  other  than 
“ king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland,  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  kingdom, 
“ is  unconftitutional,  and  a grievance. 

“ That  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  are,  by  right,  open  to  all  foreign  coun- 
“ tries,  not  at  war  with  the  king,  and  that  an}^  burthen  thereupon,  or  ob- 
“ ftru6lion  thereto,  fave  only  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  is  unconflitu- 

tional,  and  a grievance” — were  among  the  refolutions  at  Dungannon.  I 
admit  with  the  firft  Belfaft,  that  thefe  refolutions  exclude  England  from 
either  making  laws  internally  or  externally,  for  Ireland.  I would  died  the 
blood  of  that  heart,  which  has  uniformly  beat  high  in  your  caufe,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  either;  but  I contend  for  it,  and  I will  give  you  my  reafons,  that 
.as  far  as  it  is  poffible  to  be  fecured,  you  are  fecure,  and  that  all  that  has  been 
fet  up,  after  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged,  if  obtained,  would  not  add 
an  atom  to  your  fecurity. 

Dungannon  refolutions  fpread  through  the  kingdom,  and  the  unanimity 
that  marked  them,  declared  their  juftice.  England  felt  it,  and  the  lord 
lieutenant  was  inftantly  changed.  The  new  lord  lieutenant  alked  for  your 
demands— every  thing  demanded  at  Dungannon  was  demanded  by  parlia- 
ment.—Every  thing  demanded  by  parliament  was  complied  with— -And  par- 
liament expreffed  its  fuU  and  ample  fatisfa6lion.— Then,  and  not  till  then- 
then,  when  the  honour,  faith,  and  every  thing  dear  to  the  charadter  of  a na- 
tion were  pledged,  it  was  fuggefted,  that  a repeal  was  not  fatisfa6lory,  and 
that  a declaration  from  England,  renouncing  all  right  to  bind  us,  mull  be 
obtained.  The  language  of  better  fecurity  was  held  out---the  language  of 
legal  fecurity  was  held  out— let  us  try  whether  this  be  any  thing  but  words. 
If  there  is  meaning,  if  there  is  fecurity,  if  there  is  honour,  if  there  is  juftice, 
if  there  is  magnanimity  in  it^  let  us  contend  for  it.  But  if  there  is  no  fe- 
curity. 
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curity,  no  honour,  no  juhice,  no  magnanimity  in  it;  let  us  treat  it  with 
contempt. 

Let  us  fil'd  examine  this  a6t,  which  is  jutl  repealed.  The  6th  of  Geo.  I. 
amongfi;  other  things,  fays,  “ That  England  had,  hath,  and  of  right  ought 
‘‘  to  have,  a power  to  make  laws  to  bind  Ireland.”  What  does  the  repeal 
then  fay?  Does  it  not  fay,  that  they  have  given  up  what  the  a6l  contains? 
Does  it  not  fay,  that  they  had  not,  have  not,  nor  of  right  ought  to  have,  a 
power  to  make  laws  to  bind  Ireland  ? What  does  Lord  Abingdon’s  fpeech 
fay,  .that  is  fo  much  taken  notice  of,  for  the  bill  contained  in  that  fpeech 
was  not  feconded,  does  not  lie  on  the  table,  is  not  mentioned  in  the  minutes 
of  the  day— I atk,  what  does  that  fpeech  fay  ? For  it  is  no  more  than  a 
fpeech.  It  fays,  “ That  England  now  has  no  right  to  make  laws  for  Ireland, 
“ externally  or  internally,  becaufe  the  6th  of  George  I.  is  repealed,”  and 
therefore,  he  moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill,  which  was  treated  with 
fiich  contempt,  that  it  was  not  even  feconded.  If  fuch  a bill  was  to  pafs, 
then,  indeed,  your  indignation  would  be  called  for— -then,  indeed,  I would  be 
among  the  firfi;  to  roufe  you  to  arms. 

Let  us  now  examine  a declaration,  on  the  part  of  England,  renouncing  all 
right.  In  the  firfi;  place,  we  deny,  that  England  ever  had  a right,  and  I 
fubmit  to  you  whether  the  calling  for  renunciation  is  not  faying,  England 
has  a right.  What  has  fire  to  renounce?  Is  it  nothing  flie  has  to  renounce  ? 
If  you  call  on  her  to  renounce  a right,  do  you  not  admit  that  right?  Do  you 
not  furnifii  her,  at  a future  day,  with  an  argument  againfi  yourfelves  ? But 
grant,  that  renunciation,  or  declaration  from  England  would  not  admit  her 
right,  where  is  its  fecurity  ? Can  fiie  not,  the  next  hour,  if  fiie  thinks  proper, 
make  a declaration,  or  a law  diredly  oppofite?  If  then  the  can,  it  is  a fe- 
curity, that,  for  my  part,  I would  not  give  a farthing  for. 

But  it  is  faid,  it  would  be  a better  fecurity.  I deny  it,  where  there  can  be 
no  fecurity,  but  honour  and  faith,  there  can  be  no  degrees  of  fecurity ; it  be- 
ing fully  underfiood  what  is  the  intention  of  the  parties  in  matters  of  honour 
and  faith,  is  all  that  is  necefl’ary.  Now,  does  any  man  doubt,  that  it  is  fully 
underfiood  between  England  and  Ireland,  that  we  are  fatisfied,  becaufe  we 
hold  that  England  is  bound  by  every  tie  of  honour  and  faith  never  to  at- 
tempt to  make  laws,  externally  or  internally,  to  bind  us.  As  I faid  before, 
no  declaration  or  law  fiie  could  make,  if  fiie  had  a mind  to  be  pei  fidious,  can 
prevent  her  again  repealing,  or  again  enacting.  The  mifiake  is  here.  You 
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talk  of  nations  as  you  talk  of  men-— but  there  is  no  tribunal,  to  which  na- 
tions can  appeal,  to  prove  their  better  fecurity,  but  Heaven.  Now,  let  me 
fuppofe,  that  men  hav'e  no  other  tribunal.— -A  man  owed  me  money,  and  he 
gave  me  his  note,  that  he  v^ould  pay  me,  and  I,  afterwards,  demanded  his 
bond,  though  there  was  no  tribunal  on  earth,  that  could  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  either.  Would  the  bond,  however  high  founding,  be  a better  fe- 
curity than  the  note,  when  there  was  no  tribunal  that  could  enforce  either  ? 
The  fame  obfervation  will  bold  with  refpe6t  to  a repeal,  declaration,  and  re- 
nunciation. There  is  no  earthly  tribunal  that  can  decide.  We  have  the 
honour  and  faith  of  England.  We  can  have  no  more.  I again,  and  again, 
repeat  it,  if  England  is  perfidious,  our  appeal  muft;  be  to  Heaven,  and  our  ar- 
guments muft  be  our  arms. 

But  we  ought  to  have  a legal  fecurity.  What  is  a legal  fecurity  ? Is  it 
not  a fecurity,  that  an  acknowledged  legal  court  can  try,  and  give  judgment 
upon?  Now  how  can  there  be. a legal  fecurity  between  nation  and  nation? 
Where  is  the  court  you  cau  go  before  to  plead  and  enforce  your  fecurity  ? 
If,  then,  there  is  no  court  on  earth,  to  which  you  can  go,  there  can  be  no 
legal  fecurity.  The  words  are  founds  and  not  fenfe,  and  I truft  will  not 
miflead  your  honeft  judgments. 

What  is  now  the  fa6l?  No  one  law  made  in  England,  that  is  not  recog- 
nized by  our  parliament,  is  binding  here.  No  one  law  affedting  your  external 
commerce  made  by  England,  and  not  recognized  by  your  parliament,  is 
binding  on  our  trade.  The  exertion  of  the  whole  claim  is  laid  afide,  and  you 
are  now,  as  free  as  any  nation  under  Heaven. 

Converfations,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  England,  are  talked  of— I do 
not  care,  if  fifty  tyrants  there  wilhed  to  enflave  us,  whilfl:  the  legiflature,  as  a 
legiflature,  repeals  the  law,  which  fays,  the  has  a right  to  bind  us.  Do  we 
mind,  in  houfes  of  parliament,  tbe  abfurdities  of  a few  individuals?  Do  we 
take  tbe  rafii,  the  foolifh,  the  mad  expreffions  of  individuals,  as  the  determi- 
nation of  the  fenate?  The  argument  may  miflead,  but  it  mull  appear  infig- 
nificant,  in  my  apprehenfion,  to  every  man  of  common  underftanding. 

A bill  declaratory  of  our  rights  was  moved  for  lately,  and  reje6led ; becaufe 
totally  unnecelfary,  and  becaufe  it  would  be  involving  a new  queftion,  after 
the  lords  and  commons  had  publicly  pledged  . them felves  to  be  fatisfied,  and 
tbe  people  had  affented.  I will  admit,  that  that  bill  could  have  done  no 
harm,  and  I would  have  voted  for  it,  had  I had  the  honour  of  a feat  in 
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parliament,  had  it  been  introduced  before  the  nation  had  exprefled  its  con- 
tentment. But  I think  it  a matter  of  perfe6l  infignificance  as  to  real 
fecurity;  and  I now  fliould  think  the  introducing  it,  Avould  be  the  firft 
breach  of  faith,  on  the  part  of  Ireland.  You  have  expreffed,  that  you  are 
fatisfied — You  have  expreffed,  that  you  are  fatisfied,  becaufe  England  has 
for  ever  relinquillied  all  claim,  or  right  to  bind  you  in  any  tliape  what- 
foever.  What  then  would  your  condu6t  now  be,  if,  after  this,  you  required 
more?  It  would  be  inconfiftent,  (with  your  pardon  for  the  expreffion)  it 
would  be  abfurd. 

Every  thing  is  to  be  urged  to  re-commit  the  nation — I am  the  only  man, 
it  is  faid,  that  has  been  bold  enough,  to  meet  Mr.  Flood  in  argument  either 
in  or  out  of  parliament;  it  is  well  they  dated  their  paper  the  18th  of  July, 
for  I heard  Mr.  Grattan,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  IQth,  anfwer 
Mr,  Flood — I faw  almoft  every  man,  that  I have  been  taught  by  you  to 
look  up  to,  as  your  friends,  and  as  the  friends  of  Ireland,  with  Grattan — I 
faw  Mr.  Flood  and  five  others  againft  the  refolution  of  that  day — I believe 
Mr.  Grattan  will  publifii  what  he  recolledls  of  his  fpeech,  and  let  it  fay  for 
itfelf  and  its  caufe,  what  my  abilities  do  not  enable  me  to  do. 

The  refolutions  of  Connaught  are  mentioned,  and  it  is  faid  they  inform 
his  maje'fty,  that  a revival  of  the  claims,  cither  of  external  or  internal  legif- 
lature  would  for  ever  fever  the  two  countries — Who  denies  it?  I fpoke  it 
lately  to  the  firfi:  minifters  of  England,  and  I have  evidence,  tliat  I did,  if 
you  choofe  to  call  for  it — Has  not  Ulfter  done,  in  faft,  the  fame  thing 
when  thefe  words  Avere  introduced  into  our  addrefs  prefented  to  the  Irith 
king,  in  tlie  prefence  of  his  Englifii  courtiers,  furrounded  by  his  Britifli  fub- 
jedts,  and  their  parliament  then  fitting? 

• “ The  addrefs  of  the  Irifii  parliament  having  difclaimed  any  poAver,  or  autho- 
rity of  any  fort  whatever,  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  over  this  realm, 
Ave  fiiall  confider  an  unqualified,  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the  ftatute 
6th  George  I.  by  the  Britilh  parliament,  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  addreffes 
a complete  renunciation  of  a princij)le,  hoftilc  to  the  rights  of  Ireland,  and 
of  all  the  claims  contained  in  the  faid  ftatute,  and  as  fuch  Ave  Avill  accept  it, 
and  deem  it  fatisfaclory,” 

What  has  Connaught  done  that  we  have  not  done?  I love  and  honor 
C'onnaught,  and  I truft  that  Ave  fiiall  never  deviate  front  their  proceedings. 

I now  fubmit  to  you  two  lines  of  conduct.  By  diflenting  from  the  unani- 
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mous  vote  of  your  Moufe  of  Lords,  which  fays,  that  a repeal  of  the  6th 
George  I.  is  a complete  derelidtion  of  all  claim,  to  make  laws,  internally  or 
externally,  for  this  country ; by  diffenting  from  your  Houfe  of  Commons, 
where  fix  members  only  were  found  to  objedt  to  a refolution,  that  England 
had  completely  renounced  all  right,  internally  or  externally,  for  legiflating 
for  us;  by  diffenting  from  the  unanimous  voice  of  Dungannon,  from  the 
voice  of  Lei  lifter,  from  the  voice  of  Connaught,  and  probably  from  the  voice 
of  Munfter;  you  open  all  anew,  you  undo  all  that  has  been  done,  you  rifle 
every  hazard  of  a bloody  civil  war,  and  if  you  fucceed,  you  get  that,  which  is 
not,  cannot,  nor  will  be  a real  fecurity.  You  render  the  name  of  Ireland,  and 
particularly  of  Ulfter,  contemptible.  You  make  yourfelves  infignificant,  for 
Avho,  after  this  changeability,  will  confide  in  you?  Who  will  rely  upon  the 
opinion  of  this  day  being  the  opinion  of  to-morrow?  Remember,  I- call 
upon  you  to  remember,  that  our  honor  and  dignity  as  a nation,  are  at  ftake. 

There  is  another  line  of  conduft  in  your  power,  think  well  of  it,  and  then 
decide. 

By  agreeing  with  your  lords  and  commons,  hy  agreeing  with  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  delegates  at  Dungannon,  by  agreeing  with  Connaught, 
with  Leinfter,  and  with  the  probable  voice  of  Munfter,  by  being  unanimous 
in  the  conftrudlion  of  the  conduct  of  England,  and  that  the  has 'for  ever 
relinquiflied  all  rights,  internally  or  externally,  to  make  laws  to  bind  this 
country;  you  bind  yourfelves  together,  you  bind  England,  as  far  as  honor 
and  faith  can  bind  her  (and  you  can  bind  her  no  farther),  never  to  infringe 
upon  your  rights.  By  this  condu6t,  Ireland,  to  a man,  will  unite  at  the'firft 
infringement,  and  by  uniting  ftop  it.  Public  propriety  and  confiftency  will 
gain  you  every  honor,  and  give  you  real  and  true  ftability.  Whilft  we  have 
force,  we  are  fafe,  when  we  have  not,  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  thofe  who  have; 
this  being  the  cafe,  I ftiall  fuhmit  to  you  the  following  refolutions.  Weigh 
them  fairly  with  the  other  refolutions,  and  fee  which  eftablifties  the  honor 
and  rights,  confiftency,  faith  and  profperity  of  your  country. 

Refolted,  That  as  our  parliament  has  demanded  all  that  the  refolutions 
of  the  15th  of  Fehruary,  1782,  at  Dungannon,  required,  and  in  that  demand 
exprefled,  ‘‘  That  there  is  no  body  of  men  competent  to  make  laws  to  bind 

this  kingdom,  except  the  king,  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  nor  any 
“ other  parliament,  which  hath  any  authority,  or  power  of  any  fort  what- 
“ foever  in  tins  country,  fave  only  the  parliament  of  Ireland.”  To  affure 
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his  majefty,  that  we  liumbly  conceive,  that,  in  this  right  the  very  elTence  of 
our  liherties  exifts,  a right,  which  we,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
do  claim  as  their  hirth  right,  which  we  cannot  yield  hut  with  our  lives. 
And  then  required  the  repeal  of  the  6th  George  I.  and  have  fince  declared 
that  repeal  to  he  a full  and  unequivocal  renunciation  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  to  make  laws  to  hind  Ireland  either  externally  or  internally.  We 
therefore  conceive  Great  Britain  fo  hound  for  ever  to  us  and  our  pofterity, 
as  that  Ave  fhall  confider  the  flighteft  attempt  on  the  part  of  England  to  make 
laws  externally  or  internally,  to  hind  Ireland,  as  the  fignal  for  irrevocable 
feparation,  therefore  Ave  do  not  deem  any  meeting  at  Dungannon  necelfary 
at  prefent. 

Refolved,  That  Ave  Avill  not  fuppofe  it  poffible,  that  Great  Britain  fliould 
ever  break  through  the  faith  and  honor,  which  die  has  noAV  pledged  to  us; 
but  as  poAver  is  the  only  true  and  real  fecurity  to  a nation,  Ave  A\dll  continue 
in  the  exercife  of  arms,  and  recommend  it  to  our  lateft  pofterity,  to  imitate 
our  example,  remembering  that  freedom  can  only  be  preferved  by  arms  of 
free  men. 

I haA^e  only  to  add,  that  as  to  all  inftnuations  of  the  motives  of  my  con- 
dud,  I defpife  them — I have  uniformly  aded  Avith  thofe  men,  that  I thought 
the  heft  men  in  this  kingdom,  Avith  thofe  men  Avhom  your  opinions  had 
fandioned — If  I fall  before  popular  indignation — I fall  Avith  almoft  every 
man  in  this  kingdom,  Avhofe  public  condud  has  met  your  approbation — and 
I fall  Avith  Avhat  is  more  to  me  than  all — AAoth  the  confcioufnefs  of  having 
exerted  every  nerve  and  every  poAver  of  mine,  to  lead  you  to  glory,  honor 
and  profperity,  and  Avhen  you  had  obtained  that  glory,  honor  and  profperity, 
I exerted  myfelf,  fuccefsfully,  as  I thought,  to  prcA^ent  your  doing  that  I 
deemed  Avould  lead  you  to  deftrudion. 

WhateA’er  you  may  think  of  me, 

I knoAV  that  I am. 

And  eA'er  haA'c  been, 

Your  faithful,  your  devoted. 

And  moft  grateful  fervant, 

Francis  Dobbs. 
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No.  LXVII. 

Addrejfcs  and  Refolutions  of  different  Corps  of  Volunteers.  (P.  567.) 

To  the  Plight  Hon.  and  Hon.  the  Minority  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

WE  thank  you  for  your  noble  and  fpirited,  though 
hitherto  inefFe6lual  efforts  in  defence  of  the  great  conftitutional  and  com- 
mercial rights  of  your  country.  Go  on — the  almoft  unanimous  voice  of  the 
people  is  Avith  you;  and  in  a free  country,  the  voice  of  the  country,  the 
people,  muft  prevail.  We  know  our  duty  to  our  fovereign,  and  are  loyal. 
We  know  our  duty  to  ourfelves,  and  are  refolved  to  be  free.  We  feek  for  our 
rights,  and  no  more  than  our  rights,  and,  in  fo  juft  a purfuit,  Ave  Ihould  doubt 
the  being  of  a Providence,  if  we  doubted  of  fuccefs. 

Thefe  proceedings  were  generally  approved  of — the  fpirit  of  the  Dungan- 
non meeting  was  dilfufed  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  its  refolutions  Avere 
feconded  by  almoft  every  volunteer  corps  in  Ireland. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  the  corps  of  Independent  Dublin  Volunteers 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  the  following  refolutions  and  preamble: 

Natural  juftice  and  equity  haAnng  eftabliftied  the  univerfal  rights  of  man- 
kind upon  an  equal  footing,  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  have  a claim  to  a free 
trade  with  all  nations  in  amity  with  Great  Britain ; yet  their  ports  have  been 
kept  fliut,  their  trade  has  been  monopolized,  and  their  induftry  has  but  ferv’ed 
to  aggrandize  the  proud  traders  of  a neighbouring  kingdom. 

Neceftity,  Avhich  compels  to  ingenuity,  has  lately  led  up  that  trade,  dig- 
nified Avith  the  fpacious  name  of  free : yet  trade,  Avhich  enriches  induftrious 
nations,  ferves  but  to  impoverifli  the  natives  of  this  kingdom,  becaufe  they 
have  purchafed  at  an  high  price,  an  illufion  ; defrauded  thus  of  their  birth 
right,  there  is  nothing  but  (economy  as  a counterpoife.  This  unfubftantial 
freedom  of  commerce,  having  originated  from  the  united  fpirit  of  the  people 
againft  the  ufe  of  foreign  manufadtures,  the  fame  fpirit  Avhich  procured  the 
fallacious  grant,  may  yet,  by  a perfevering  unanimity,  eftablifli  a real,  per- 
manent, and  fubftantial  trade.— Therefore  refolved,  that  thefe  our  thoughts 
and  opinions  be  laid  before  our  countrymen,  reminding  them  at  the  fame  time, 
that  not  only  they,  but  their  pofterity  are  interefted  in  the  event;  and  that 
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to  do  away  effedlually  the  yoke  of  monopoly,  a non-confiimption  and  non- 
importation agreement  lliould  be  entered  into  without  delay. 

Refolved,  That  for  the  more  effectually  furthering  this  great  national 
point,  the  feveral  corps  (as  private  citizens)  of  this  city  be  requefted  to  fend 
each  a delegate  to  the  Royal  Exchange,  on  Monday  the  25th  inft.  at  feven 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  publilhed. 


The  following  Refolutions  werepajfed  a few  Days  afterwards  at  a full  Meeting 

held  by  the  Lawyers'  Corps. 

Refolved,  That  Ave  do  highly  approve  of  the  refolutions  and  addrefs  of 
the  Ulfter  volunteers,  reprefented  at  Dungannon  on  the  15th  day  of  February 
inftant. 

That  as  citizens  and  volunteers,  we  will  co-operate  with  the  feveral  corps, 
Avhofe  delegates  met  at  Dungannon,  in  every  conftitutional  mode  of  obtaining 
a redrefs  of  the  grievances  mentioned  in  their  refolutions. 


The  Addrefs  puhlijhed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Ulfter  Volunteers. 

To  the  Eledlors  of  Members  of  Parliament,  in  the  Province  of  Ulfter. 

Gentlemen, 

DELEGATED  by  the  volunteers  affembled  at  Dungan- 
non, we  call  on  you  to  fupport  the  conftitutional  and  commercial  rights  of 
Ireland ; to  exert  the  important  privileges  of  freemen  at  the  enfuing  elec- 
tion, and  to  proclaim  to  the  world,  that  you  at  leaft  deferve  to  be  free. 

Regard  not  the  threats  of  landlords  or  their  agents,  when  they  require  you 
to  fail  in  your  duty  to  God,  to  your  country,  to  yourfelves,  to  your  pofterity. 
The  firft  privilege  of  a man  is  the  right  of  judging  for  himfelf,  and  now 
is  the  time  for  you  to  exert  that  right.  It  is  a time  pregnant  with  circnm- 
ftances,  Avhich  revolving  ages  may  not  again  fo  favorably  combine.  The 
fpirit  of  liberty  is  gone  abroad,  it  is  embraced  by  the  people  at  large,  and 
every  day  brings  with  it  an  acceffion  of  ftrength.  The  timid  have  laid  afide 
their  fears,  the  virtuous  fons  of  Ireland  ftand  fecure  in  their  numbers. 
Undue  influence  is  now  as  defpifed  as  it  has  ever  been  contemptible:  and 
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he  who  would  dare  to  punifli  an  ele6lor  for  exerting  the  rights  of  a free- 
man, would  meet  what  he  would  merit,  public  detehation  and  abhorrence. 

Let  no  individual  negle<5l  his  duty.  The  nation  is  the  aggregate  of  indi- 
viduals, and  the  ftrength  of  the  whole  is  compofed  of  exertion  of  each  part; 
the  man,  therefore,  who  omits  what  is  in  his  power,  becaufe  he  has  not  more 
in  his  power,  and  will  not  exert  his  utmoft  efforts  for  the  emancipation  of 
his  country,  becaufe  they  can,  at  belt,  be  the  efforts  of  but  one  man,  hands 
accountable  to  his  God  and  to  his  country,  to  himfelf  and  to  his  pofterity, 
for  confirming  and  entailing  flavery  on  the  land  which  gave  him  birth. 

An  upright  Houfe  of  Commons  is  all  that  is  wanting,  and  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  eledtors  to  obtain  it.  Vote  only  for  men  whofe  pafl  condudt  in  par- 
liament you  and  the  nation  approve,  and  for  fuch  others  as  will  folemnly 
pledge  themfelves  to  fupport  the  meafures,  which  you  and  the  nation  ap- 
prove. Do  your  duty  to  your  country,  and  let  no  confideration  tempt 
you  to  facrifice  the  public  to  a private  tie,  the  greater  duty  to  a lefs. 

We  entreat  you,  in  the  name  of  the  great  and  refpedtable  body  we  repre- 
fent;  Ave  implore  you,  by  every  focial  and  honorable  tie;  Ave  conjure  you 
as  citizens,  as  freemen,  as  Iriflimen,  to  raife  this  long  infulted  kingdom, 
and  reflore  to  her  her  loft  rights.  One  great  and  united  effort  Avill  place 
us  among  the  firft  nations  of  the  earth,  and  thofe  wlio  fliall  have  the  glory 
of  contributing  to  that  event,  will  be  for  ever  recorded  as  the  faviours  of  their 
country.  

It  Avould  be  impoflible  and  unneceffary,  to  ftate  here  the  numerous  refo- 
lutions  agreed  to  by  the  feveral  volunteer  corps  and  other  affemblies,  Avhere 
thefe  fubjedts  were  taken  into  confideration  ; they  Avere  fubftantially  the 
fame,  and  differed  but  in  Avoi  ds.  We  fhall  therefore  only  add  the  proceed- 
ings of  a few  other  bodies,  that  Avere  not  under  the  military  charadtcr,  to  fliew 
that  the  fame  difpofition  and  fentiments  pervaded  all  ranks  of  people. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Freemen  and  Freeholders  of  the  City  of  F)ublin,  con- 
vened by  the  High  Sheriff's^  at  the  Tholfel,  on  Tuefday  the  IQth  of  March, 
1782,  the  following  Addrefs  was  unanimoiifly  agreed  to. 

To  Sir  Samuel  Bradftreet,  Bart,  and  Travers  Hartley,  Efq.  Reprefen tatives 
' in  Parliament  for  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Gentlemen, 

AS  men  juftly  entitled 'to,  and  firmly  refoh^ed  to  obtain 
a free  conftitution,  Ave  require  you,  our  truftees,  to  exert  yourfelves  in  the 
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mod  ftrenuous  manner,  to  procure  an  unequivocal  declaration,  “ That  the 
“ king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland  are  the  only  power  competent  to 
“ make  laws  to  bind  this  country.”  And  we  folemnly  pledge  ourfelves  to 
you  and  to  our  country,  that  we  will  fupport  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  -rilk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  in  every  conflitutional  meafure, 
which  may  be  purfued  for  the  attainment  of  this  great  national  objedt. 

Be  affured,  gentlemen,  that  your  zeal  upon  this  occafion  will  infure  you 
a continuance  of  our  efteem  and  regard. 

(Signed)  James  Campbell 

David  Dick 

The  Sheriffs,  having  waited  on  the  Reprefentatives,  received  the  following 

Anfwer. 

To  the  Sheriffs,  Freemen,  and  Freeholders  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Gentlemen,  ' , 

IT  has  ever  been  my  with  to  receive  with  pleafure,  and  to 
obey  the  indrudlions  of  my  conftituents. 

You  may  depend  on  my  uling  every  means  in  my  power  to  procure  an 
explicit  and  unequivocal  declaration,  “ That  the  king,  lords,  and  commons 
‘‘  of  Ireland  are  the  only  power  competent  to  make  laA^^s  to  bind  this 
“ country;”  and  I rely  on  your  folemn  engagement  to  fupport  your  repre- 
fentatives in  every  conflitutional  meafure,  which  may  be  neceflary  for  the 
attainment  of  this  great  national  objedt.  Permit  me  to  afliire  you,  that 
my  zeal  for  the  accomplillnnent  of  your  willies  can  be  equalled  only  by  my 
defire  to  convince  you  how  facred  I efleem  the  trufl  you  have  repofed  in  me, 
and  how  much  I value  a continuance  of  the  good  opinion  of  my  fellow 
citizens. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatefl  refpedt, 

, Your  obliged  and  faithful  fervant, 

Samuel  Bradstreet. 


SherilFs 


To  the  Sheriffs,  Freemen,  and  Freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 
Gentlemen, 

I SHOULD  be  very  unworthy  of  that  honorable  and 
important  trufl,  with  which  you  have  fo  recently  inveflcd  me,  did  I not 
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receive  with  tlic  higheft  refpeft,  the  moft  perfect  fatisfaftion,  and  chearful 
conformity,  3'our  inPru6tions,  on  a fubjeft  in  which  the  national  honor  and 
fecurity  are  elfentially  engaged.  To  fuppofe  that  any  power,  except  that 
of  the  “ king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland,  is  competent  to  make  laws  to 
“ bind  this  kingdom,”  is  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  idea  of  freedom;  it 
is  equal  liberty  alone,  which  can  fecure  that  perfect  harmony  to  the  fub- 
je6ts  of  the  fame  crown,  fo  neceffary  to  the  profperity  both  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland. 

You  may  rely,  gentlemen,  on  every  exertion  I am  capable  of,  to  procure 
an  unequivocal  declaration  of  the  foie  rights  of  the  legiflature  of  this  king- 
dom, to  ena6l  laws  obligatory  on  the  people  of  Ireland;  and  I doubt  not  in 
this,  and  every  conftitutional  meafure,  I fliall  be  alwaj^s  fecure  of  the  fupport 
of  my  conftituents.  Your  inftru6tions  on  this  occafion  will  give  a dignity 
to  the  vote  you  have  intruded  me  vuth,  which  it  muft  have  wanted,  if  confi- 
dered  as  merely  proceeding  from  my  own  private  judgment. 

I have  the  honor,  gentlemen,  to  be. 

With  the  moft  perfe6t  refpe61,  and  fenfe  of  obligation, 
Your  faithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

Travers  Hartley. 


Jt  a Meeting  of  the  High  Sheriff  mid  Grand  Jury  of  the  County 
of  Dublin,  on  the  Wth  of  April,  1782,  the  following  Rfolutions  xcere 
agreed  to. 

llefolved,  That  no  power  on  earth,  but  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of 
Ireland  can  in  right  make  laws  to  bind  the  people  of  this  land. 

Refolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are  reprefentatives 
of,  and  derive  their  power  folely  from,  the  people;  and  that  a denial  of  this 
propolition  by  them  Avould  be  to  abdicate  the  reprefentation. 

The  follozoing  Addrefswas  then  read  by  the  Chairman,  and  agreed  to. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Luke  Gardiner,  and  Sir  Edward  Newenham,  Knight. 

Gextlemen, 

WE,  the  high  Iheriff  and  grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
Dublin,  warmly  coinciding  with  the  determination  refpecling  the  conftitu- 
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tional  rights  of  Ireland,  with  which  the  mind  of  eveiy  man  in  this  nation  is 
deeply  impreffed,  think  it  our  duty  to  exprefs  thofe  feelings  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms. 

As  you  have  already  evinced  your  intention  to  fupport  the  foie  and  un- 
doubted authority  of  the  legiflature  of  Ireland,  to  make  laws  for  its  govern- 
ment, we  confidently  hope  and  expe6t,  that  you  will  perfevere  in  purfuing 
the  moft  decifive  and  immediate  meafures,  that  may  effedlually  carry  that 
great  objedl  into  execution,  by  a folemn  ratification  of  our  rights. 

Though  this  is,  at  the  prefent  crifis,  the  principal  matter  under  the  confi- 
deration  of  parliament,  Ave  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  muftconfiderit  your 
duty  to  a6l  in  all  things  that  affect  the  freedom  of  our  conftitution,  in  fuch 
manner  as  may  become  the  reprefentatives  of  a great  and  independent 
county. 

Refolmd,  That  copies  of  the  aboA'e  refolutions  and  addrefs,  figned  by  the 
high  fiieriff  and  foreman,  be  prefented  to  the  Right  Honorable  Luke  Gardiner 
and  Sir  Edward  NeAvenham,  knight,  and  that  the  fame,  together  Avith  their 
anfAvers  be  publifhed. 

The  following  ,AiiJzvers  were  returned. 

To  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Dublin. 

Gentlemen, 

IT  gives  me  very  fin  cere  fatisfa6lion,  that  my  paft  condu6l, 
relative  to  the  foie  and  undoubted  authority  of  the  legiflature  of  Ireland, 
has  merited  your  approbation.  You  may  be  affured,  that  I fiiall  perfevere  in 
giving  my  Avarmeft  fupport  to  the  great  and  important  obje^,  as  I confider 
it  fo  decifively  founded  in  right,  that  no  man  Avho  loves  to  be  free,  can  he- 
fitate  to  acknowledge  and  to  aflert  it. 

With  refpect  to  any  other  matter  that  may  afFe6l  the  freedom  of  our  con- 
fiitution,  I am  fo  confcious  of  my  intentions  to  promote  the  perfedl  content- 
ment of  this  country,  that  I have  no  doubt  I fliall,  in  every  particular  de- 
fei  A’e  that  confidence,  Avith  Avhich  you  have  hitherto  honored  me. 

I am  A'ery  glad  that  you  haA^e  given  me  an  opportunity  of  declaring  my 
fentiments  thus  publicly  at  this  crifis  ; as  I think  that  the  time  is  noAv  come, 
Avhich  demands  an  explicit  and  a permanent  fettlement  of  the  confiitution  of 
Ireland,  as  the  certain  means  of  efiablifiiing  the  tranquillity  of  this  country, 
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and  of  perpetuating  the  harmony,  which  ought  to  fubfift  between  us  and 
Great  Britain. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Henrietta  Street,  With  the  greateft  refpe6t, 

Jpril  \Z,  1782.  Your  very  obliged  humble  fervant, 

Luke  Gardiner. 

To  the  Pligh  Sheriff,  Foreman,  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Dublin. 

Gentlemen, 

I ALWAYS  received  your  inftru6tions  with  refpe6l  and 
pleafure,  for  it  is  equally  my  duty  and  inclination  to  obey  them ; if  I did 
not,  I fliould  betray  that  delegated  trull,  with  which  you  have  honored  me. 

In  refpeft  to  thofe  great  objects  in  which  you  defire  “ I will  perfevere,”  I 
aflfure  you,  I will  moft  faithfully  purfue  that  line  of  condu6t  marked  out  by 
you,  confident  that  his  majefiy  cannot,  in  juftice  to  this  independent  king- 
dom, refufe  his  Foyal  affent  to  fuch  a6ts,  as  may  be  deemed  by  the  Irifli  par- 
liament “ a folemn  ratification  of  our  rights.”  I flatter  myfelf  that  no  Irifli 
minifter  will  be  found  to  be  fo  prefumptuous,  as  to  impede  the  total  annihi- 
lation of  foreign  ufurpation  ; if  fuch  a minifter  fliould  be  found,  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  fupported  by  the  general  voice  of  the  people,  ought  to  do 
their  duty.  Though  effectual  impeachments  have  been  too  long  negle<5led, 
and  thereby  our  filler  kingdom  has  nearly  fallen  a martyr  to  the  corruption 
and  wickednefs  of  its  miniftry,  the  fpirit  of  this  nation  is  too  high,  to  fubmit 
patiently  to  national  infults. 

You  are'alfo  pleafed  to  direct  me  “ to  a6l  in  all  things,  that  aflfe6l  the  free- 
‘‘  dom  of  our  conftitution,  as  may  become  the  rcprefentative  of  a great  and 
“ independent  county  in  order  to  accomplifli  that  obje6l,  I have  frequently 
introduced  heads  of  a bill  to  fecure  the  freedom  of  parliament,  by  limiting 
the  number  of  placemen,  and  totally  excluding  penfioners  from  fitting 
therein  ; a hoftile  band  of  parliamentary  placemen  and  penfioners  is  the  foun- 
dation of  internal  and  external  corruption. 

Every  meafure  tending  to  maintain  the  freedom,  or  promote  the  trade  and 
manufactures  of  your  great,  refpeClable,  and  independent  county,  fliallmeet 
my  warmeft  fupport  in  every  ftation  of  life. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greateft  refpeCl, 

. Your  moft  obliged  and  faithful  truftee, 

Edward  Newenham. 

At 
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At  a full  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Jury,  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders 
of  the  County  of  Galway,  ajjemhled  purfuant  to  public  Notice  from  the 
High  Sheriff,  at  the  County-Hall,  in  Galway,  March  31,  1782,  the  fol- 
lowing Refolutions  were  unanimoufly  entered  into  : 

RESOLVED,  That  a feat  in  parliament  was  never  intended  by  our  confti- 
tution  as  an  inftrument  of  emolument  to  individuals ; and  that  the  reprefen- 
tative,  who  perverts  it  to  fuchapurpofe,  particularly  at  fo  momentous  a period 
as  the  prefent,  is  guilty  of  betraying  the  truft  repofed  in  him  by  the  people 
for  their,  not  his  benefit, 

Refolved,  That  the  people  who  could  tamely  behold  their  fuffrages  made 
the  tool  of  private  avarice  or  ambition,  are  flill  more  criminal  than  the  venal 
reprefentatives,  as  they  become  the  panders  without  even  the  Avages  of  prof- 
titution. 

Refolved,  That  when  we  daily  fee  the  mandate  of  the  minifler  fuperfede  all 
convidtion  in  debate;  when  placed  and  penfioned  members  of  parliament 
notorioufly  fupport  in  public  lueafures,  which  they  condemn  in  private;  when 
the  hirelings  of  corruption  avow,  and  government  have  exemplified  in 
recent  inftances  of  diftinguifhed  charadlers,  that  to  vote  according  to  con- 
fcience  amounts  to  a difqualification  to  hold  any  office  in  the  fervice  of  our 
country,  it  is  time  for  the  people  to  look  to  themfelves,  and  in  great  national 
cpieffions  to  affert  their  right  to  control  thofe,  who  owe  their  political  exigence 
to  their  breath,  and  may  be  annihilated  by  their  difpleafure. 

Refolved,  That  at  an  aera  when  every  thing  which  can  be  dear  to  a nation  is^ 
.at  flake,  we  are  called  upon  by  our  duty  to  ourfelves,  to  our  country,  and  to 
pofterity,  to  ftand  forth,  and  by  the  moft  unremitting  exertions  flem  the  re- 
turning torrent  of  corruption  at  home,  and  refifl  the  ufurpation  from  abroad, 
that  all  mankind  may  fee  we  are  determined  to  preferve  the  purity,  while  we 
vindicate  the  rio-hts  of  our  leo’iflature. 

O O 

Refolved,  therefore,  That  we  do  hereby  folemnly  pledge  ourfelves  to  eaeh 
other,  and  to  our  country,  by  every  tie  of  honor  and  religion,  which  can  be 
binding  to  man,  that,  as  the  facred  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  community 
fuperfedcs  all  ties  and  obligations  to  individuals,  Ave  Avill  not  fuffer  private 
friendfhip  or  private  virtues,  to  warp  our  fettled  determination  not  to  A’ote 
for  any  man,  at  a future  election,  cither  for  county,  tOAvn,  or  borough,  Avho 
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fliall  a6l  in  oppofition  to  our  mftru6lions/  and  who  will  not  fubfcribe  a teft  to 
obey  them  previous  to  the  eledlion,  or  who  fliall  abfent  himfelf  when  thole 
queflions,  on  which  we  inftrudt  him,  are  agitated  in  parliament. 

Refohed,  That  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland  are  the  only 
power  competent  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  kingdom,  and  that  we  will  refift 
the  execution  of  any  other  laws,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

Refohed,  That  if  force  conftitutes  right,  the  people  of  this  country  have  a 
right  to  ufe  force  againft  the  man,  who  dares  to  maintain  doctrines  fubver- 
five  of  their  conftitution ; but  as  the  objedt  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  na- 
tional refentment,  we  fliall  only  bid  fuch  a man  beware  how  he  hereafter 
trifles  with  the  rights  of  his  country,  and  provokes  the  vengeance  of  a peo- 
ple determined  to  be  free. 

Refohed,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  refolutions  of  the  volunteer  dele- 
gates, aflembled  at  Dungannon  and  Ballinafloe. 

Refohed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  county  be  returned  to  the  minority  in 
parliament,  and  particularly  to  our  countrymen  Anthony  Daly,  Sir  Henry 
Lynch  Blofle,  and  Robert  Dillon,  Efqrs. 

Refohed,  That  the  following  addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  Right  Honorable 
Denis  Daly,  and  W.  P.  Keating  French,  Efqrs.  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
for  this  county. 


To  Denis  Daly,  Efq. 

Silt, 

THERE  is  a moment  in  the  affairs  of  nations  as  well  as 
of  individuals,  which  if  feized  and  happily  improved,  may  lead  to  profpe- 
rity,  if  negledted,  may  terminate  in  the  riveting  of  its  oppreflions.  Such  a 
moment  is  the  prefent:  the  eyes  of  Europe  are  upon  us,  and  poflerity  will 
read  our  condudl  with  applaufe  or  execration  according  to  the  ufe  we  make 
of  the  opportunities,  which  a providential  combination  of  events  has  afforded 
us.  When  the  rights  of  a nation  become  objedfs  of  public  queftion  or  dif- 
cuffion,  not  to  affert  is  to  relinquifli,  to  hefitate  is  to  betray.  The  die  is  cafl ; 
if  we  advance  with  a manly  and  determined  flep,  we  enfure  fuccefs ; if  we 
recede  or  divide,  we  fink  for  ever ; in  fo  awful  an  hour,  who  is  the  man  that, 
however  unwilling  to  provoke  the  queflion,  will  not  at  the  day  of  trial  be 
found  in  his  poll?  Your  private  opinion.  Sir,  mull  give  way  to  the  national 
voice  ; the  affemblage  of  qualities  which  formed  and  elevated  your  charadler, 
railed  you  to  one  of  the  mofl  exalted  fituations  a fubjedl  could  arrive  at.  Your 
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abilities  remain,  we  have  relied  on  yourintegrity  ; yet  we  cannot  but  lament, 
that  at  the  moment  we  ftood  in  need  of  all  the  influence  of  fuch  a character, 
its  brightnefs  fliould  have  been  thaded,  and  its  weight  loft  to  the  nation,  by 
being  placed  in  a ftation  in  which,  however  chafte,  it  may  at  leaft  be  fufpeft- 
ed.  But  Avaving  atprefent  the  confideration  of  this  fubje6t.  Are  iioav  call  upon 
you,  as  one  of  our  reprefentatives,  as  you  value  our  future  approbation  and 
fupport,  to  giA'e  your  fulleft  afliftance  to  the  folloAving  ineafures,  Avhenever 
they  fliall  be  propofed  in  parliament,  viz,  a declaration  of  our  national  rights  ; 
an  ademption  of  the  aflumed  poAver  of  the  privy  council  to  flop  or  alter 
bills;  a mutiny  bill  limited  in  its  duration ; a bill  rendering  the  judges  inde- 
pendent of  the  croAvn;  and  a bill  to  reduce  the  expences  of  the  nation  to  a 
level  Avith  its  revenues,  as  Ave  cannot  conceive  a condu6tmore  infane,  than  for 
a people  fcarce  emerging  from  ruin,  like  a profligate  heir,  to  anticipate  its 
funds,  and  ground  certain  extravagance  on  uncertain  profperity. 


To  W.  P.  Keating  French,  Efq. 

Sir, 

THE  prefent  period  calls  upon  every  man  in  this  country 
to  take  an  adliA^e  and  decided  part  in  the  common  caufe.  The  nation  is  not 
noAV  to  be  trifled  with.  Upon  our  condu6t  at  this  eventful  hour  depends  the 
eftablifliment  of  our  conftitution,  and  the  liberties  of  unborn  generations. 
We  fliall  not.  Sir,  fuffer  our  attention  to  be  draAvn  from  the  great  obje6ts  in 
Avhich  we  are  engaged,  by  a retrofpe6l  into  your  pafl;  parliamentary  condu61:, 
however  diflbnant  in  many  points  from  our  opinions;  but  Ave  call  upon  you, 
if  you  value  our  future  approbation,  to  giA^e  your  fulleft  fupport  to  the  fol- 
loAving  ineafures,  Avhenever  they  fliall  be  agitated  in  parliament,  viz.  a decla- 
ration of  our  national  rights  ; an  ademption  of  the  poAver  of  the  priiy  coun- 
cil to  ftop  or  alter  bills  ; a mutiny  bill  limited  in  its  duration;  a bill  to  render 
the  judges  independent  of  the  croAvn ; and  a bill  to  reduce  the  national  ex- 
pences to  a level  Avith  its  revenues. 
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At  a Meeting  of  the  EleBoi's  of  the  Univerfitx)^  on  the  3d  of  April,  the  fol- 
lowing Addrefs  was  unanimoufy  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  prefented  to 
their  Reprefentalixes. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Walter  Burgh  and  John  Fitzgibbon,  Efq.  Reprefen- 
tatives  in  Parliament  for  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin. 

Gentlemen, 

WHEN  the  murmurs  of  a people,  ftruggling  for  their 
rights,  have  been  heard  even  in  the  quiet  retreat  of  fcience,  we  Ihould  deem 
it  a breach  of  duty  to  our  countrymen  and  ourfelves,  did  we  neglett  to  fe- 
cond  their  virtuous  exertions  : we  are  never  forward  in  political  contefts  ; we 
iliall  always  be  decided  and  Ready;  although  we  have  not  been  the  firft  to 
complain  of,  yet,  we  have  not  been  the  laft  to  feel,  the  repeated  injuries  this 
country  has  fuffered,  not  only  from  thofe  who  may  have  feparate  duties  and 
feparate  interefts,  but  from  men  who  are  bound  by  the  Rrongeft  duty,  and 
the  deareft  intereft,  to  vindicate  its  rights,  and  cherilh  its  profperity. 

The  power  of  binding  Ireland  by  ads  of  a foreign  legiflature,  is  what 
nothing  but  a fpirit  of  arrogance  or  oppreffion  would  ififiR  upon,  nothing 
but  the  moll  abjed  fervility  fubmit  to  ; for  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the  ap*- 
pearance  of  a claim,  which  irritates  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  Avould  be 
retained,  unlefs  there  was  an  intention  of  enforcing  this  claim  hereafter;  we 
are  therefore  convinced,  that  an  exprefs  declaration  of  rights,  is  the  only 
meafure  upon  which  this  country  can  build  its  legiflative  independence,  and 
that  a reludance  to  aflert  the  conftitution  of  the  land,  may  furnith  Great 
Britain  with  a pretence  for  denying  the  juftice  of  our  requifition. 

We  do  not  think  the  prefent  fituation  of  Great  Britain  to  be  any  objedion 
againft  fuch  a declaration,  as  we  can  never  fuppofe  that  die  coukl  derive 
Rrength  from  our  weaknefs,  or  any  fecurity  to  her  liberties  from  the  oppref- 
fion of  ours ; and  that  time  is  undoubtedly  to  be  preferred  for  the  alfertion 
of  our  right,  when  the  objed  is  likely  to  be  obtained  with  the  leaR  ftruggle. 

The  infecure  attachment  of  Ireland  to  the  crown  of  England  at  a former 
period,  furnidied  a pretext  for  divefting  the  houfes  of  paa'liament  of  their 
right  to  originate  bills,  unlefs  previoidly  certified  into  England  under  the 
great  feal  of  this  kingdom  ; now,  as  the  loyalty  of  this  country  for  feveral 
. centuries,  fo  often  tried,  and  fo  often  acknoM'ledged,  has  removed  every 
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caufe  of  diftruft ; we  conceive  that  this  injurious  and  humiliating  reftridtion 
ihould  alfo  ceafe. 

The  dependence  of  the  judges  of  Ireland  on  the  will  of  the  fovereign, 
may,  in  the  hands  of  an  afpiring  monarch,  prove  a powerful  infirument  of 
oppreffion ; now,  holding  ourfelves  entitled  to  every  conftitutional  fecurity 
which  our  filler  kingdom  polfelfes,  Ave  confider  it  necelfary  that  the  judges 
of  this  kingdom  fliould  be  made  equally  independent  with  thofe  of  Great 
Britain.  ^ 

But  fince  every  advantage,  which  could  refult  from  thefe  reformations  mull 
be  precarious,  as  long  as  a perpetual  mutiny  bill  exifts,  by  which  force  may 
be  made  to  fuperfede  right,  and  the  foldiery  of  Ireland  are  fubjedl  to  trial 
and  punilliment  by  any  future  articles  of  war,  which  the  king  and  privy 
council  of  Great  Britain  may  think  proper  to  adopt;  we  are  perfuaded,  that 
every  concelTion  mull  be  imperfedl,  unlefs  accompanied  by  the  repeal  of  fo 
dangerous  a law. 

We  therefore  expedt  you  will  exert  your  moll  llrenuous  efforts,  to  obtain  a 
declaration  of  the  rights  of  Ireland  : a repeal  or  fatisfadlory  explanation  of 
the  law  of  Poynings;  an  adl  for  making  the  tenure  of  the  judges  indepen- 
dent of  the  croAvn ; and  a repeal  of  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill. 

We  declare,  that  thefe  are  our  fixed  and  unalterable  fentiments,  and  we 
are  convinced,  that  nothing  fhort  of  the  requilitions  herein  contained,  can 
be,  in  ahy  degree,  fatisfadlory  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 

It  is  our  with  to  render  the  connexion  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain,  as  clofe  and  permanent  as  pollible,  and  we  are  perfuaded,  that  this 
is  only  to  be  accomplillied  by  abolifliingall  ufurped  authority  of  the  one  over 
the  other,  and  removing  every  invidious  diftindlion  between  the  conftitutions 
of  two  countries  equally  intitled  to  be  free. 

To  this  Addrefs  the  following  Anfwers  were  I'tturned. 

To  the  Eledlors  of  the  Univerfity. 

Gentlemen, 

WHEN  I refledl  on  my  pafl  parliamentary  condudl,  it 
affords  me  the  highefl  fatisfadlion,  to  find  that  it  entirely  correfponds  with 
the  tenor  of  your  inftrudlions.  Whenever  the  objedls  that  you  recommend 
have  come  into  difcufllon,  I have  given  them  my  uniform  and  decided  fup- 
port.  My  condudl  has  been  founded  upon  principles,  which  no  motives  of 
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intereft  or  ambition  have  been  able  to  fliake,  and  in  which  I fliall  perfevere 
unto  the  laft  hour  of  my  life. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greateft  refpe6t, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  moll  faithful  humble  fervant, 

Walter  Burgh. 

To  the  Eledtors  of  Trinity  College. 

Gentlemen, 

I AM  juft  now  honored  with  your  inftrudlions,  which  have 
been  forwarded  to  me  by  poft.  Be  afllired,  that  I lliall  always  feel  the  utmoft 
fatisfadiion  in  receiving  the  inftrudtions  of  that  very  great  and  refpedlable 
body,  which  I have  the  honor  to  reprefent,  and  that  you  ftiall  ever  find  me 
ready,  to  the  beft  of  my  ability,  to  vindicate  your  rights. 

I have  always  been  of  opinion,  that  the  claim  of  the  Britifli  parliament  to 
make  laws  for  this  country,  is  a daring  ufurpation  on  the  rights  of  a free 
people,  and  have  uniformly  aflerted  this  opinion  both  in  public  and  in  private. 
When  a declaration  of  the  legifiative  right  was  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, I did  oppofe  it,  upon  a decided  convidtion,  that  it  was  a meafure  of 
a dangerous  tendency,  and  withal  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was 
intended.  However,  I do,  without  hefitation,  yield  my  own  opinion  upon 
this  fubjedl  to  yours,  and  will,  whenever  fuch  a declaration  fliall  be  moved, 
give  it  my  fupport. 

With  refpedt  to  an  explanation  of  the  law  of  Poynings,  I confefs,  the  more  I 
confider  the  fubjedl,  the  more  difficult  it  appears  to  me.  Allow^  me  to  re- 
mind you,  that  the  Univerfity  did,  upon  a very  recent  occafion,  experience 
that  this  law,  in  its  prefent  form,  may  operate  beneficially.  A total  repeal  of 
it,  will  I hope,  on  confideration,  appear  to  you  to  be  not,  by  any  means,  a 
defirable  objedl.  You  may  reft  afllired,  that  the  beft  attention  which  I can 
give  to  the  fubjedl  fliall  be  exerted ; and  I truft  and  doubt  not,  that  upon  a 
communication  with  you  upon  this  topic,  I fliall  be  able  to  give  you  full 
fatisfadlion. 

I agree  with  you  moft  warmly,  that  any  advantage,  ivliich  we  may  derive 
from  reformation  muft  be  precarious,  fo  long  as  the  articles  of  war  fliall  con- 
tinue to  be  a permanent  and  eftabliflied  branch  of  municipal  law,  which  they 
certainly  are  under  the  prefent  adl  for  regulating  the  king’s  army  in  Ireland. 

I have 
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I have  not  a doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  a perpetual  mutiny  law  lays  the  foun- 
dation of  a military  government  in  this  country;  upon  this  principle  I did 
oppofe  it  as  ftrenuoufly  as  I could,  from  the  firft  moment  it  was  introduced 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  upon  this  principle  I will,  whilft  I live, 
make  every  elFort  within  my  power  to  procure  a repeal  of  it.  The  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice  in  this  country  is  certainly  an  object  of  the  firlt  impor- 
tance, and  therefore  I will,  at  all  times,  concur  in  any  meafure,  which  can  be 
propofed  to  make  the  judges  of  the  land  independent  and  refpedlable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

With  great  refpect. 

Mount  Shannon^  Your  moft  obedient,  and 

April  11 /A,  1782.  very  humble  fervant, 

' John  Fitzgibbon. 


No.  LXVIII. 

From  the  Debates  in  the  Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons.  {Page  587.) 

THE  Right  Honorable  T.  Towndiend  fpoke  fully  upon  tlie  privileges  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  maintained,  that  the  only  true  fubftantial 
meaning  or  idea  thofe  privileges  conveyed  was  that  they  were  the  indubitable 
right  of  all  the  commons  of  England,  who  had  one  general  intereft  in  them. 
That  to  be  fure  in  a more  confined  fenfe,  they  were  particularly  applied  firfl 
to  that  houfe,  as  a deliberative  body,  and  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legifla- 
tur.  Secondly  to  the  individual  members  who  compofe  that  body.  He  did 
not  intend  to  make  them,  however,  the  fubjedl  of  this  day’s  bufinefs  ; they 
were  but  of  fecondary,  nay  indeed  of  very  inferior  confequence,  when  oppofed 
to  that  great  privilege,  the  power  of  granting  money,  of  keeping  the  purfe 
of  their  conftituents  fafe  from  the  hands  of  violence,  art  or  fraud.  This  was 
a truft  of  the  firft  magnitude ; in  faH,  it  included  every  other ; for  fo  long  as 
that  Avas  preferved  inviolate,  tlie  crown  Avould  remain  under  the  conflitutional 
coutroul  of  parliament;  fo  foon  as  that  was  wrefted  by  open  force,  defeated 
by  indirect  means,  or  done  away  by  fraud,  the  liberties  and  the  privileges  of 
the  people  would  be  for  ever  annihilated.  He  expatiated  on  the  commend- 
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able, -wife,  and  well-founded  jealoufy  of  that  houfe  whenever  the  leaft  attempt 
had  been  made  in  that  way  even  by  the  other  houfe ; but  when  any  endea- 
vours were  made  by  the  crown,  or  its  minifterial  agents,  the  commons  at  all 
times  caught  the  alarm;  they  had  at  all  times  uniformly  united,  as  if  they 
were  adluated  by  one  foul,  to  refift  any  attempt  of  the  crown  to  encroach 
upon  their  power  of  granting  or  refufing  the  money  to  be  railed  on  themfelves 
or  their  conftituents.  He  then  opened  the  caufe  which  induced  him  to  make 
thefe  obfervations,  and  read  the  following  papers. 

Mejfage  to  the  Irijh  Houfe  of  Commom, 

Jovis,  Nov.  123d,  1774. 

HARCOURT. 

I have  his  majefty’s  command  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  fituation  of  affairs, 
in  part  of  his  American  dominions,  is  fuch,  as  makes  it  neceffary,  for  the 
honor  and  fafety  of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  for  the  fupport  of  his  majefty’s 
juft  rights,  to  defire  the  concurrence  of  his  faithful  parliament  of  Ireland,  in 
fending  out  of  this  kingdom  a force  not  exceeding  four  thoufand  men,  part 
of  the  number  of  troops  upon  this  eftablifhment,  appointed  to  remain  in  this 
kingdom,  for  its  defence,  and  to  declare  to  you,  his  majefty’s  moft  gracious 
intentions,  that  fuch  part  of  his  army  as  fiiall  be  fpared  out  of  this  kingdom, 
to  anfwer  the  prefent  exigency  of  affairs,  is  not  to  continue  a charge  upon 
this  eftablifliment  fo  long  as  they  fhall  remain  out  of  the  kingdom.  I am 
further  commanded  to  inform  you,  that  as  his  majefty  has  nothing  more  at 
lieart  than  the  fecurity  and  protedion  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  it  is  his  inten- 
tion, if  it  be  the  defire  of  the  parliament,  to  replace  fuch  forces,  as  may  he 
lent  out  of  this  kingdom,  by  an  equal  number  of  foreign  Proteftant  troops,  as 
loon  as  his  majefty  fliall  be  enabled  fo  to  do.  The  charge  of  fuch  troops  to 
be  defrayed  without  any  expence  to  this  kingdom. 

E.vtra8:  from  the  Addrefs  of  Knights,  &c.  to  Lord  Har court. 

That  your  excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  return  his  majefty  our  moft  gracious 
thanks  for  his  gracious  declaration,  that  his  majefty  has  nothing  more  at 
heart  than  the  fecurity  and  protedion  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  of  which  his 
majefty  has  given  a fignal  proof,  by  his  offer,  if  it  ftiall  be  the  defire  of  parlia- 
ment, to  replace  fuch  forces  as  may  be  fent  out  of  this  kingdom,  by  an  equal 
number  of  Foreign  Proteftant  troops,  the  charge  thereof  to  be  defrayed,  with- 
out any  expence  to  this  kingdom. 
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ExtraSt  from  the  Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland. 

AN  amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  refolution,  by  inferting  after 
the  word  refolved,  the  following  words,  viz.  “ that  having,  in  confequence  of 
“ his  majefty’s  gracious  recommendations,  and  of  our  mature  confideration 
“ of  the  ftate  of  this  country,  repeatedly  declared  our  opinion,  that  twelve 
“ thoufand  men  are  necelfary  for  the  defence  of  this  kingdom ; being  fenfible 
“ that  it  would  be  a violation  of  the  truft  repofed  in  us,  fliould  we  have  fub- 
“ je6ted  our  conftituents  to  a very  heavy  expence,  in  times  of  perfect  tran- 
“ quilllty,  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  a force,  which  we  are  to  part  with  in 
“ times  of  danger;  and  being  convinced,  that  fince  the  time  at  which  we  firll 
“ declared  twelve  thoufand  men  to  be  necelfary,  the  probability  of  a war  has 
increafed,  and  not  diminilhed.” 

Right  Honorable  Mr.  Speaker's  Speech  to  his  Excellency  Simon  Earl 

of  Ha r court. 

Liince  25  die  Decemhris,  1775- 

I\Iay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

THE  condu6l  of  the  commons,  in  the  courfe  of  this  felfion, 
has  marked  more  ftrongly,  if  polhble,  than  in  any  former  period,  their  loyalty, 
duty,  and  alfedion  to  his  majefty,  and  their  zeal  for  the  interdl  and  honor  of 
Great  Britain.  At  the  hazard  of  their  ovm  fafety  they  have  confented  to  part 
with  one-third  of  the  forces  deemed  necelfary  to  be  maintained  at  all  times 
within  this  kingdom  for  its  defence  in  a feafon  when  powerfLil  rcafons  exilted 
for  retaining  them,  without  putting  Great  Britain  to  the  expence  of  replacing 
them,  though  generoully  olfered ; and  they  have  clieerfully  granted  to  his 
majefly  a very  confideralde  fiipply,  in  addition  to  all  former  duties,  though 
the  liberality  of  the  laft  feffion  ferved  only  to  expofe  the  weaknefs  of  their  re- 
fources.  This  difpolition  of  the  commons  they  doubt  not  your  excellency 
will  improve  to  their  advantage,  and  they  truft  that  through  your  excellency's 
favorable  reprefentation,  it  will  ferve  to  unite  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  Hill 
clofcr  bonds  of  mutual  affedion,  fo  necelfary  to  the  fecurity  and  profperity  of 
both.  I'hey  acknowledge  with  gratitude  your  excellency’s  generous  efibrts 
to  open  to  them  new  fourccs  of  commerce,  and  to  remove  fomc  reftraints  upon 
the  old;  they  fee  with  joy  a beam  of  light  break  through  that  dark  cloud 
which  has  fo  long  ovcrlhadowed  this  nation;  and  they  arc  animated  with  the 

5x2  liopc 


348 


APPENDIX. 


hope  that  the  honor  is  referved  for  your  excellency’s  adminiftration,  of  efta- 
blhliing  this  important  truth,  that  nothing  will  more  contribute  to  augment 
the  ftrength  and  wealth  of  Great  Britain,  than  the  increafe  of  both  in  this 
kingdom.’” 

Having  read  thefe  papers,  ]\Ir.  Townfliend  faid,  the  melfage  contained  two 
propofitions,  by  both  which  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  was  pledged  to  that 
of  Ireland,  if  it  fliould  accept  the  conditions  held  forth  by  this  melfage,  to  pay 
for  the  troops  to  be  fent  to  America,  and  to  replace  them  with  4000  foreign 
Proteftants ; and  further  to  induce  the  Irilli  nation  to  accept  this  infidious 
bargain,  die  was  to  have  12,000  within  the  kingdom,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
be  relieved  of  a burthen  of  80,000/.  per  annum.  Such  a propofition  could 
only  have  originated  in  the  word  deligns,  or  mull  have  been  the  effect  of  the 
mod  confummate  folly.  For  what  was  the  whole  meafure  taken  together? 
The  minider  on  this  or  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  no  matter  which,  makes  the 
king  engage  his  royal  word,  that  the  expence  diall  be  borne  by  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain;  but  adding  folly  to  temerity,  makes  him  promife,  that 
Great  Britain  diall  pay  for  8,000  men,  though  if  the  bargain  was  accepted, 
the  would  adlually  have  but  4000  men  in  her  fervice.  After  thus  dating,  in 
his  opinion,  the  meaning  of  the  words,  he  proceeded  to  diew,  that  they  were 
received  in  this  fenfe  by  the  Iridi  parliament,  though  neither  of  the  offers 
were  received  in  the  terms  propofed,  and  quoted  the  fpeaker’s  fpeech,  delivered 
at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1775,  in  which 
he  oders,  in  the  name  of  the  commons,  to  fend  the  4000  natives  out  of  the 
kino-dom,  without  putting  Great  Britain  to  the  expence  of  replacing  them, 
though  generoudy  odered.  He  then  dated  the  complaint  in  the  following 
words:  “ that  the  Earl  of  Harcourt,  lord  lieutenant  general,  and  general  go- 
“ vernor  of  Ireland,  did,  on  the  23d  day  of  November  lad,  in  breach  of  the 
“ privilege,  and  in  derogation  of  the  honor  and  authority  of  this  houfe,  fend 
“ a written  medage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
“ figiied  with  his  own  hand,  to  the  following  ede6f.”  (Here  he  recited  the 
medage  in  page  346.)  He  moved,  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  matter  of  the  faid  complaint,  and  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  lhall  appear 
to  them,  to  the  houfe. 

Sir  George  Yonge  feconded  the  motion. 

Lord  Clare  faid,  the  right  honorable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  had 
been  lavifli  of  his  encomiums  on  Ireland,  but  did  not  oder  a fyllable  in  behalf 

• of 


APPENDIX. 


349 


oi’  poor  Dritain.  Ireland  retained  a proper  fenfe  of  freedom;  die  would  not 
admit  foreigners,  even  with  the  confent  of  parliament;  her  principles  were 
found,  her  manners  were  pure:  her  counfels  were  uncontaminated;  Avhile 
poor  degenerated  Britain  was  fallen  from  her  former  greatnefs,  and  was  funk 
into  the  loweft  extreme  of  corruption,  folly,  and  want  of  fpirit;  yet  while  he 
was  proud  to  hear  his  country  fo  highly  extolled,  he  could  not  help  lamenting 
that  fallen  Britain  had  not  one  friend  to  ftand  forth  in  her  defence.  His  lord- 
fhip  having  continued  upon  the  two  propofitions.  The  offer  of  fending 
foreigners  and  of  defraying  the  expence  fignified  nothing  : no  fuch  offer  or 
promife  Avas  intended  ; it  Av^as  all  the  idle  reveries  of  a gentleman,  Avhom,  for 
the  familiarity  of  expreffion,  he  Avould  call  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Edmund  Sexton 
Perry.  He  knew  Mr.  Edmund  Sexton  Perry  very  Avell;  and  he  knew  him  to 
be  a good  fort  of  a confiderate,  honeft,  fenfible  man,  but  hoAvever  fenfible 
Mr.  Perry  might  be,  the  houfe  Avas  not  bound  by  his  interpretations.  The 
honorable  mover  fays,  that  Mr.  Perry  Avent  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
and  delivered  a certain  fpeech,  and  that  the  lord  lieutenant  acquiefeed  in  that 
interpretation  of  the  meffage,  becaufe  he  did  not  contradi6l  it.  Would  he 
haA^e  Lord  Harcourt  rife  and  come  to  Mr.  Perry  to  the  bar,  and  contradict 
him,  by  telling  him  he  never  meant  any  fuch  thing?  I dare  fay  he  Avould 
hardly  be  fo  unreafonable.  I have  indeed  heard  it  afferted  by  fome  of 
my  countrymen,  that  they  fpoke  better  Englifli  than  the  people  of  his  coun- 
try. It  may  be  fo,  but  it  is  the  firll'time  I ever  heard  it  afferted,  that  they 
underftood  it  better.  I prefume  that  JMr.  Perry  thought  he  underflood  the 
meffage;  but  I Avill  not  alloAV  that  either  Lord  Harcourt,  or  this  houfe,  arc 
bound  to  abide  by  his  interpretation;  neither  can  I be  perfnaded  that  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  of  Ireland  are  any  more  bound  than  Are  are  by  his  conceptions.. 
For  Avhat  does  the  Arhole  amount  to?  Mr.  Perry,  in  his  individual  capacity, 
fays  fo  and  fo.  What  is  that  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? He  is  fpeaker  it  is 
true,  but  what  he  does  out  of  the  houfe,  Avhen  he  is  not  inflrudcd,  is  no  more 
the  a6t  of  that  houfe,  than  if  it  had  been  done  by  any  other  perfon. 

Mr.  Conolly  replied  to  his  lordfliip,  that  he  Avas  an  Irifliman  as  well  as  the 
noble  lord,  and  as  Ireland  was  to  be  the  fubjeft  of  that  day,  in  the  cocking 
phrafe,  he  was  ready  to  pit  himfelf  againfl  him.  He  then  obferved,  that  he  Avas 
not  furprized  that  the  noble  lord  Avas  in  fuch  extreme  good  humour  Avitli  mi- 
niflers  on  both  fides  of  the  Avater,  as  his  lordfliip,  and  the  three  others,  Avho 
enjoyed  fmecure  employments,  had  a prefent  made  them  in  one  day  of  14,000/. 
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(meaning  the  arrangement  of  the  vice-treafurers  and  the  clerk  of  the  pells) 
and  left  a poflibility  ihould  arife  of  any  defalcation  of  their  falaries,  parliament 
wasfo  good-humoured,  while  they  increafcdthefalary,  to  take  upon  themfelves 
to  provide  payment  out  of  the  public  purfe  for  deputies,  who  were  to  do  tire 
duty.  It  was  therefore  no  wonder  that  his  lordfliip  and  his  colleagues  ihould 
be  merry,  while  Ireland  continued  to  be  fad;  to  fee  tire  falaries  of  finecure 
places  raifed,  while  ilre  was  mortgaging  her  funds,  laying  on  new  duties,  and 
'providing  for  deficiencies  of  grants.  He  gave  a picture  of  Ireland:  an  ex- 
haufted  treafury,  ruined  trade,  ftarving  inanufafturers,  accumulating  penfions, 
new  created  places,  fiate  oppreflions,  daily  executions,  a ruined,  mouldering 
army,  encrealing  debts,  caftle  jobs,  bands  of  lawlefs  rufiians  in  defiance  of 
law,  and  beyond  the  powder  of  puniflrment;  in  ihort,  every  public  evil  and 
private  mifchief,  that  ever  was  on  eartli  to  curfe  and  debafe  mankind.  He 
did  not  rife  to  the  quefiion  fimply  ftated,  vdiether  the  mefiage  were  really  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  Commons  of  England,  but  principally,  he  faid, 
to  give  an  account  of  what  palled  in  the  Irilli  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  Sir 
John  Blaquiere  brought  the  mefiage  from  the  lord  lieutenant.  That  houfe 
refuted  the  offer,  he  faid,  upon  two  principles,  firft,  becaufe  they  thought  the 
introdu6fion  of  foreign  troops  an  unconftitutional  and  dangerous  meafure; 
and  fecondly,  becaufe  it  was  thought  that  the  miniftry  had  no  mind  that  they 
fiiould  have  them,  for  Sir  John  himfelf  voted  againfi  them.  He  faid,  Ireland 
was  quite  defencelefs,  that  the  12,000  nominal  men  were  only  10,800,  out  of 
which  4000  were  to  be  fent  away;  that  the^Vliite  Boys  were  governors  of  all  the 
South  of  Ireland,  Avhere  four-fifths  of  the  people  were  Catholics;  that  no  pri- 
vate gentleman  could  be  fine  of  his  life,  fitting  there  in  his  own  houfe,  for  one 
half-hour,  that  more  troops  were  really  wanting,  inftead  of  taking  thofe  away 
they  had  already;  that  men  had  their  ears  fawn  off',  and  others  were  buried 
alive,  to  the  difgrace  of  government,  that  could  not  or  would  notprotedl  the 
people;  that  the  peafantry  were  in  fuch  a fiate  of  poverty,  that  no  revolution 
or  change  of  fituation  could  poflibly  be  to  them  for  the  worfe. 

Right  honorable  Welbore  Ellis  faid  the  meaning  of  the  mefiage  had  been 
mifiaken,  that  taking  the  expreflion  in  any  light,  no  breach  of  privilege  could 
be  deduced  from  it.  He  recalled  to  the  remembrance  of  the  houfe,  that  in  ] 7^9, 
when  the  Irilli  efiablifiimcnt  was  raifed  from  12,000  to  15,000  men,  his  ma- 
jefiy  pafied  his  royal  perfonal  promife  to  the  Irilli  parliament,  that  there  Ihould 
never  be  lefs  than  12,000  men  in  Ireland,  except  in  cafes  of  adual  invafion  or 

rebellion 


APPENDIX, 


351 


rebellion  in  Great  Britain.  Now,  the  Earl  of  Harcourt’s  meffage,  he  con- 
tended, had  reference  to  this  promife;  as  the  prefent  Avant  of  troops  was  not 
within  thofe  exceptions,  it  certainly  was  his  majefty’s  firft  bufinefs  to  be  ab- 
folved  from  that  promife,  by  the  parties  to  Avhom  it  Avas  made:  but  if  he  had 
applied  firft  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  it  mull  have  been  for  the  appro- 
bation of  a meafure  in  diredl  breach  of  his  promife  to  Ireland.  He  compared 
it  to  the  king’s  propofing  military  eftablifiiments  to  the  houfe;  the  king  does 
the  Avhole  by  his  prerogative,  and  leaves  nothing  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
but  to  vote  the  money.  Is  not  tins  engaging  for  the  confent  of  parliament  ? 
Yet  all  the  Avorld  knoAvs  that  the  houfe  may  objeft  to  them,  and  confequently 
they  cannot  be  efi'edted  Avithout  their  confent. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  the  firlt  part  of  the  meflage  Avas  agreeable  to  the  fenfe 
noAV  put  upon  it  by  the  honorable  gentleman  Avho  fpoke  laft:  but  the  other 
part  feemed  a little  obfcure  at  firft  fight;  yet  it  might  be  concluded,  that  as  a 
meafure  of  government,  it  could  never  be  in  the  idea  of  the  minifter  to  make 
fuch  an  attempt,  in  exprefs  contradi6lion  to  the  dilbanding  act  of  King 
William.  It  A\^as  in  his  opinion,  a fair  inference  to  fay,  that  the  expreffion 
“ enabled  fo  to  do”  meant  the  previous  confent  of  the  Britifh  parliament. 
If  he  thought  admin iftration  had  any  other  intention  in  vicAv,  no  man  Avould 
be  more  ready  to  join  a A’ote  of  difapprobation  and  cenfure.  He  condemned 
the  conduct  of  minifiers,  refpedting  the  indemnity  bill,  and  difapproved  of 
introducing  foreigners  into  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  Avithout  the  con- 
fent of  parliament. 

Mr.  PoAV'ys  had  little  doubt,  that  the  melfage  under  confideration  meant 
more  than  it  expreifed,  and  Avas  intended  as  an  experiment  to  try  if  the  Irifii 
parliament  Avould  confent  to  receive  foreign  troops,  in  order  to  cftablifii  a pre- 
cedent Avhich  might  be  aftei  Avards  employed  to  other  purpofes. 

Lord  Middleton  faid,  he  had  fortune  in  both  kingdoms,  but  had  no  pre- 
dileftion  for  either  in  apolitical  light,  becaufe  he  looked  upon  their  intereftto 
be  mutual;  but  whatever  other  gentlemen  might  think  of  the  meflage,  of  the 
true  import  of  which  it  Avas  impoflible  there  could  be  a fecond  opinion,  he  had 
not  a doubt  but  it  aimed  at  one  fixed  objedt,  that  Avas,  to  habituate  both  coun- 
tries to  a fubmiflion,  Avhich  mull  in  the  end  reduce  the  parliament  of  each  to 
be  the  mere  inftrumental  agents  of  the  croAvn,  Avithout  the  leaft  degree  of  Avill 
or  independence  Avhatever.  It  Avas  a fcheme,  hoAATver  deep,  formed  never- 
thelefs  on  very  Ample  principles,  and  Aveiit  diredtly  to  veil  in  the  croAvn  the 
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virtual  power  of  taxing,  as  the  opportunity  might  ferve,  both  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  In  Ireland  the  ininifter  was  taught  to  alk  fome  favor;  then 
England  was  to  be  pledged.  In  England  again,  when  circumftances  recurred, 
or  were  iinprafticable,  Ireland  was  to  be  taxed,  in  order  to  maintain  the  fupre- 
macy  of  the  Britifli  legiflature. 

]\Ir.  Dunning  divided  the  meffage  into  two  parts.  On  the  firft  he  obferved, 
that  it  contained  no  condition  implied  or  expretfed.  It  was  his  majefty’s  in- 
tention as  immediately  from  his  own  mind,  declared  in  the  moil  pofitive  terms 
the  Englifli  language  is  capable  of  conveying.  It  was  a complete  undertaking 
on  his  part  to  pay  for  the  4000  men,  if  the  Irifh  Iloufe  of  Commons  fliould 
chufe  to  confent  or  accept  of  the  terms.  It  was  impoffible  in  the  nature  of 
things,  that  any  man  poffeffed  of  any  thing  he  could  properly  call  his  own,  or 
binding  himfelf  to  the  execution  of  any  a6l  within  his  power,  could  promife 
in  terms  more  clear,  pofitive,  or  unequivocal,  than  thofe  in  which  this  part  of 
the  meffage  was  conceived.  To  get  clear  of  this,  he  faid,  two  modes  had  been 
adopted,  both  with  equal  bad  fuccefs.  One  of  thofe  was  a naked  con- 
tradi61ion  to  the  obvious  fenfe  of  the  Avoids;  but  fuch  an  unfupported  denial 
Avas  abandoned  in  the  very  inftant  it  Avas  urged;  for  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Clare)  and  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ellis)  Avho  afferted  at  random,  being 
confcious  that  it  was  but  a random  affertion,  endeavoured  to  explain  it,  by 
faying  that  the  affair  Avas  conduced  precifely  in  the  manner  of  a fubfidiary 
treaty.  This  he  faid  Avas  ftill  Avorfc,  for  no  argument  was  better  than  a bad 
one.  It  Avas  Avell  known,  that  the  king,  when  treating  Avith  foreigners,  repre- 
fented  the  ftate,  Avhich  could  never  be  the  cafe,  when  treating  Avith  one  part 
of  his  fubjedls,  and  engaging  for  another;  befides,  the  confequence,  had  the 
offer  been  accepted  by  the  Irifli  parliament,  Avould  have  clearly  ffiewn  the 
difference,  and  eftabliflied  the  diftindion  beyond  all  queflion.  The  troops,  if 
the  feafon  of  the  year  had  permitted,  might  be  noAV  in  America;  the  foreigners 
might  be  landed  in  Ireland.  Great  Britain  Avas  pledged;  the  caufe  in  Avhich 
the  troops  Avere  to  be  employed,  and  the  neceffary  arrangements  by  Avhich  the 
meafiire  was  to  be  brought  about,  was  a favorite  one;  fo  that  the  Avhole  bufmefs 
might  be  effeded  by  his  majefty’s  bare  intention,  as  completely  Avithout,  as 
Avdth  the  confent  of  the  Britiffi  parliament.  The  fecond  part  of  the  meffage, 
be  infifted,  Avas  clear  and  explicit.  The  offer  Avas  to  replace  the  4000  troops, 
by  an  equal  number  of  foreign  Proteftants,  “ if  it  be  the  defire  of  par- 
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condition  annexed,  that  was,  “ if  it  be  the  defire,”  &c.  By  every  rule  of 
legal  conftru6tion  or  common  fenfe,  if  there  be  an  undertaking  accompanied 
by  a condition,  if  the  condition  be  accepted  by  the  party  to  whom  it  is  pro- 
pofed,  the  bargain  is  from  that  inftant  complete,  and  mutually  binding  on 
both  parties.  If  then  the  propofition  were  a pofitive  one,  and  it  had  been  ac- 
cepted, it  only  remained  to  difcover  whether  or  not  it  were  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain,  whofe  word  was  thus  pledged  without  being  confulted.  This, 
he  prefumed,  would  require  very  little  proof.  No  man  would  fay  that  Ha- 
nover was  to  bear  the  burden  : he  could  lefs  think  that  any  of  his  majefty’s 
new  allies  were  to  do  fo,  however  zealous  they  might  be  for  chaftifmg  his 
rebellious  fubjeQ:s  in  America.  The  civil  lift,  he  fufpetted,  was  ftill  lefs  equal 
to  afford  fo  heavy  a difburfement.  Where  then  could  the  neceflary  means  of 
paying  fo  large  a body  of  men  be  obtained  but  from  the  Britifli  parliament  ? 
By  what  had  fallen  in  debate,  as  well  as  general  declarations  made  at  the  time 
this  bufinefs  was  firft  nientioned,  he  underftood  this  famous  meflage  had  been 
difavowed  by  the  minifter,  and  his  friends  on  this  fide  of  the  water.  He  pre- 
fumed the  minifter  on  the  other  fide  did  not  venture  to  do  it  entirely  on  his 
own  judgment.  This  excited  his  curiofity  to  know  where  it  originated.  It 
would  be  a fufficient  anfwer,  if  the  minifter  either  here,  or  in  Ireland,  owned 
it.  If  neither  did,  but  the  advice  came  from  another  quarter,  he  fhould  be 
glad  to  know,  becaufe  in  fuch  an  event  more  particularly,  it  would  be  the 
duty,  as  it  ought  to  be  the  wifh,  of  the  houfe,  to  fift  the  matter  to  the  bot- 
tom, in  order  to  come  at  the  real  author  or  autliors. 

Lord  North  gave  a long  narrative  of  the  increafe  of  the  eftablifliments  which 
took  place  in  Ireland  in  1769,  and  of  his  majefty’s  promife  to  his  Irifli  par- 
liament, that  12,000  men  fhould  always  remain  within  that  kingdom,  except 
in  the  event  of  a rebellion  in  this.  He  faid,  the  royal  promife,  though  bind- 
ing on  his  majefty,  "was  not  law',  therefore  fending  the  troops  out  of  this 
kingdom,  to  the  amount  of  any  number,  was  perfe6tly  legal.  His  lordfliip 
faid,  he  would  not  anfwer  the  general  queftion  put  to  liim  by  the  laft  honor- 
able gentleman,  not  chufmg  to  gratify  mere  curiofity,  at  the  expence  of 
betraying  the  fecrets  of  the  cabinet.  He  avowed  the  having  co-operated 
with  the  reft  of  the  king’s  fervants,  in  giving  general  inftrudtions,  but  would 
not  charge  his  memory  wdth  having  any  immediate  hand  in  drawing  up  the 
particular  letter  or  paper,  on  wdiich  the  prefent  meafure  was  fuppofed  to  be 
taken.  He  faid,  he  thought  it  w^as  perfedlly  juftifiable,  and  was  willing  to 
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fhare  in  the  confequences.  Yet  he  could  not  fee  how  it  was  fair  in  argument 
to  charge  adniiniftration  here  with  fpecific  meafures  taken  in  Ireland;  nor 
could  he  conceive,  either  pofitively  or  by  implication,  that  he  or  his  col- 
leagues in  office,  were  bound  in  any  manner  by  what  paffed  in  another  king- 
dom. To  fome  allufions  made  by  Mr.  Dunning  and  Mr.  Gordon,  relative  to 
the  Hanoverians  being  fent  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  the  fate  of  the 
indemnity  bill,  he  replied,  he  thought  the  meafure  perfectly  legal,  and  was 
ready  to  meet  his  adverfaries  on  that  ground  whenever  they  thought  fit.  He 
gave  a hiflory  of  the  indemnity  bill,  and  in  a humorous  way  proved  it  was 
thrown  out  by  a noble  marquis  in  the  other  houfe.  If  introducing  foreign 
troops  were  an  improper  meafure,  the  minifterin  Ireland  a6led  perfedly  light, 
for  he  declined  to  fupport  it ; he  finiflied  with  obfervations  on  the  German 
refources,  and  the  poverty  of  the  civil  lift. 

Lord  John  Cavendifli  rofe  to  give  his  atteftation  of  the  perfonal  worth  of 
Lord  Harcourt.  He  obferved,  that  his  lordfhip  had  been  little  acquainted 
with  public  bufinefs  till  his  late  appointment;  therefore,  if  it  were  his  own 
meafure,  he  was  much  the  more  excufable;  but  he  believed  it  was  not. 
However,  if  it  w^erenot,  as  the  Irifli  nation  had  been  too  wife  and  too  fpirited 
to  accept  of  one  part  of  the  propofal ; and  as  minifters,  whatever  they  might 
affedl  to  the  contrary,  had  not  dared  to  fend  a fingle  man  out  of  Ireland  on 
fuch  an  authority,  the  matter  hardly  deferved  the  time  and  attention  fome 
gentlemen  feemed  willing  to  beftow  on  it.  The  people  of  Ireland  had  already 
done  half  the  bufinefs,  by  refufing  the  offer ; the  minifter  had  in  fa6l  done  the 
other  half  from  his  own  fear ; fo  that  on  the  whole,  he  did  not  defire  to 
fend  the  matter  to  a committee,  but  wiflied  to  come  to  fome  decifive  refolu- 
tion,  which  would  condemn  the  whole  tranfadlion,  without  any  particular 
reference  or  application  to  thofe,  who  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  firft  planned, 
or  endeavoured  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

Lord  George  Germaine  contended  that  whatever  might  have  been  the  fenfe 
of  the  meffage,  his  majefty’s  fervants  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  ftridlly  an- 
fwerable  for  its  contents.  He  faid.  Lord  Harcourt  might  have  miftaken, 
or  exceeded  his  inftruftions.  He  did  not  know  he  had.  Or  he  might  have  con- 
veyed his  meaning  in  the  cleareft  terms:  whether  he  did,  or  did  not,  the  firft 
part  of  the  meffage  only  propofed  a matter  to  the  confideration  of  the  Irifh 
parliament,  clearly  and  legally  within  the  conftitutional  exercife  of  the  regal 
power.  If  his  majefty  had  not  given  his  royal  promife  to  keep  12,000  men 

within 


APPENDIX. 


355 


within  the  kingdom,  he  might  have  ordered  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the 
troops  on  that  eftablifliment,  to  any  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions  he  pleafed, 
without  applying  to  the  parliament  of  either  kingdom.  He  faid,  he  had 
heard  a great  deal  of  what  had  palled  in  debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Ireland,  but  he  could  not  perceive  whatdiredl  relation  it  bore  to  what  now  was 
under  confideration.  The  efficient  miniller,  as  he  was  called,  was  likewife  much 
fpoken  of;  Sir  John  Blacquiere  faid  this,  and  Sir  John  Blacquiere  faid  that; 
but  for  his  part,  what  Sir  John  Blacquiere  faid  one  way  or  the  other,  was  of  no 
great  confequence.  He  knew  a Sir  John  Blacquiere,  and  had  been  in  con- 
verfation  with  him ; but  in  what  way  what  he  faid  could  be  made  a ground  of 
cenfure  on  a Britilli  miniller,  was  more  than  he  could  reconcile  to  the  rela- 
tion they  really  Hood  in  to  each  other,  if  they  Hood  in  any.  Pie  confeffed, 
the  meafure  of  paying  for  8000  men,  when  we  were  to  have  the  fervice  but 
of  4000,  was  extremely  unoeconomicai,  and  he  thought  very  improper:  yet  if 
4000  men  could  be  had  upon  no  better  terms,  and  that  it  was  fuppofed  it 
might  be  more  proper  to  fend  natives  than  foreigners  to  America,  the  meafure 
on  that  account,  and  that  alone,  might  be  defended. 

Lord  Irnham.  As  I am  juft  returned  from  Ireland,  where  I have  attended 
clofely  to  the  proceedings  of  that  parliament,  it  may  be  expedled  from  me  to 
fay  fometbing  on  the  prefent  queftion.  I lliall  therefore  endeavour  to  ffiew 
the  houfe,  whether  the  honorable  gentleman  now  in  my  eye,  (Mr.  Conolly), 
and  a member  of  that  parliament,  as  well  as  of  this,  has  given  you  a true  ac- 
count of  the  condu6l  of  government  there  relative  to  the  matter  now  before 
you ; or  whether  the  reprefentation  of  it  by  the  gentlemen  who  oppofe  the 
right  honorable  member’s  motion,  ought  moll  to  be  relied  on.  The  doubt  to 
be  cleared  up  is,  what  was  really  the  meaning  of  government  there  in  the 
meffage  fent  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  ? The  words  of  the  meffiige  have 
been  already  read  to  you,  and  it  has  been  very  ingenioully,  though  fomewbat 
varioully  explained  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  treafury  bench  : but  the  lord 
lieutenant’s  fecretary,  (who  as  a noble  lord  on  that  bench,  and  other  gentle- 
men who  heard  him,  and  as  well  as  his  lordlhip,  have  held  that  office,  well 
know,  is  always  confidered  as  the  minifter  in  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons), 
clearly  expreffed  and  interpreted  the  meaning  of  it;  which  was,  that  the  Irifh 
parliament  ffiould  confent  to  the  introducing  into  the  country  4000  foreign 
Proteftants,  in  confideration  of  which,  theylliould  alfure  his  majefty  of  their 
readinefs  to  fpare  4000  men  of  the  troops  on  the  Irilh  eftablilliment  for  the 
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lervice  of  America,  to  be  likewife  paid  by  Great  Britain ; and  it  was  expati- 
ated upon  by  him,  and  all  thofe  who  fpoke  on  the  fide  of  government,  how 
advantageous  fuch  an  offer  muft  be,  which  provided  equally  for  the  fafety  of 
Ireland,  as  if  their  own  troops  had  remained  in  it,  and  would  moreover  bring 
80,0001.  of  Englifli  money  into  the  kingdom.  The  fpeech  was  anfwered  by 
addreffes  from  both  houfes — that  of  the  lords  immediately  to  the  king;  that 
of  the  commons  to  the  lord  lieutenant ; in  fubftance  the  fame  as  returning 
thanks  for  the  offer,  but  refuting  the  introduction  of  the  foreign  troops, 
proving  that  they  chofe  to  defend  their  country,  even  in  its  prefent  precarious 
fituation,  by  the  exertion  of  their  own  efforts,  rather  than  to  adopt  fo  uncon- 
ftitutional  and  dangerous  a meafure ; which  fentiment  of  theirs  certainly  did 
them  honor  ; but  at  the  fame  time  they  confented  by  addrefs,  to  fend  to  Ame- 
rica the  4000  additional  troops  requefted  of  them,  both  houfes  underftanding, 
however,  (as  it  is  well  known)  that  an  aCt  fhoidd  be  paffed  to  legalize  the 
tenns  of  the  faid  addrefs,  as  the  crown  had  precluded  itfelf  by  aCt  of  parlia- 
ment from  the  right  of  fending  more  than  about  3000  men  out  of  that 
kingdom,  which  number  it  had  already  exceeded.  A bill  was  accordingly 
brought  in,  wherein  were  inferted  two  claufes  calculated  to  effeCt  that  pur- 
pofe ; but  to  the  aftonidiment  of  the  public,  thofe  caufes  were  thrown  out  in 
England ; and  an  aCi  v^as  again  paffed,  barring  the  crown  from  the  power  of 
fending  any  more  troops  abroad  than  would  leave  12,000  men  on  the  efta- 
blilhment  for  the  defence  of  Ireland,  and  confequently  the  effeCt  of  the 
addreffes  of  both  houfes  was  thereby  deftroyed,  whilft  at  that  very  time 
government  declared  its  refolution  to  fend  thofe  4000  men  to  America,  in 
conformity  to  the  addreffes  of  both  houfes,  and  fignified,  that  they  did  not 
contider  the  crown  as  bound  by  the  aCt,  to  which  the  royal  afienthas  jult  been 
given,  to  keep  12,000  men  in  that  kingdom,  under  pretence  of  its  not  being  in 
the  enacting  part,  though  in  the  preamble  of  the  aCt : but  whoever  reads  it,, 
will  find  that  compaCt  not  only  in  the  preamble,  but  alfo  fo  firiCtly  tied  to 
that  part  of  the  aCt  which  grants  the  fubfidy,  (being  about  450,000/.)  that  if 
the  crown  be  not  bound  thereby,  above  two-thirds  of  the  conceffions  from  the 
crown  to  the  fubjeCl  by  aCl  of  parliament  fince  Magna  Charta,  will  fall  to  the 
ground,  and  the  crown  has  forfeited  its  right  to  thofe  fubfidies.  I remember 
upon  this  being  hinted  at  by  fome  members  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  too  fan- 
guinefor  government,  the  law  fervants  of  the  crown  (men  of  great  abilities), 
avoided  the  queftion  on  that  ground.  As  to  the  prefent  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, 
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land,  of  whom  many  handfome  things  have  been  faid  by  gentlemen  on  both 
fides  of  the  houfe,  thofe  qualities  mentioned,  are,  I apprehend,  relative  only 
to  his  private  character,  which  merely  as  fuch,  has,  I think,  good  ingredients 
in  it ; but  we  don’t  fit  here  to  difcufs  private  charafters  ; his  minifterial  and 
jxiblic  one  is  what  we  are  to  confider,  and  I will  fpeak  out — the  talents  and 
abilities  of  that  minifter  of  the  crown  are  by  no  means  equal  to  his  ftation. 
Two  millions  and  a half  of  people  is  a trull  of  too  great  weight  for  him  to 
fullain  ; and  he  has  fufficiently  avowed  his  incapacity  to  govern  them,  by  dele- 
gating all  his  power  to  his  fecretary.  To  conclude,  the  meafures  purfuing 
there  being  illegal,  muft  difpleafe  the  bell  and  foundell  part  of  his  majefty’s 
fubje6ls  ; and  though  for  certain  purpofes  the  minillry  have  this  day  fpoken 
very  advantageoully  of  Ireland,  if  they  go  on  in  a6ling  as  they  do,  they  will 
meet  v ith  the  united  efforts  of  that  country  in  oppofition  to  their  attempts ; 
and  then,  inftead  of  panegyric,  they  will  call  out  to  this  houfe  for  reftraining 
and  incapacitating  bills,  to  piinilh  that  kingdom,  as  they  have  done  America. 
Let  me  tlierefore  recommend  to  the  noble  lord  now  at  the  helm,  to  attend 
whilft  it  is  time,  to  that  alarmed  part  of  his  majefty’s  moft  affedlionate  fubjedls, 
and  to  forgive  me  if  I heartily  intreat  him  to  apply  his  utmoll  care  to  redlify 
the  errors  of  government  in  that  kingdom.  In  the  prefent  cafe  now  before 
us,  the  condudl  of  adminillration,  relative  to  the  meffage  from  Lord  Har- 
court  to  the  Irilh  parliament,  has  been  unconllitutional  and  highly  blame- 
able.  I am  therefore  to  thank  the  right  honorable  gentleman  for  the  motion, 
and  to  exprefs  my  hearty  concurrence  in  it. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  as  the  adminillration  of  both  kingdoms  were  totally 
unconnefted,  fo  was  every  individual  who  compofed  them.  No  two  of  the 
confidential  fervants  of  the  crown  who  fpoke  agreed  in  a fingle  fentiment. 
Some  allowed  the  meffage  to  import  what  was  Hated  in  the  complaint; 
others  acceded  to  a part  of  it,  it  manifeftly  intended  : but  in  this  diverfity  of 
opinion,  there  was  one  thing  too  curious  to  pafs  unnoticed, ^that  was  the  lan- 
guage ufed  by  two  or  three  members  of  adminillration,  >vhich  was  deferibing 
the  minifter  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland,  and  the  fpeaker,  under  the 
undefined  terms  of  one  Edmond  Sexton  Perry,  and  one  Sir  John  Blacquiere. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  faid,  the  motion  was  a party  fquib,  not  worth  attend- 
ing to;  and  that  the  preamble  to  an  Irilh  a6l  of  parliament  did  not  bind  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
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Governor  Johnfon  faid,  the  minifters  here  throw  all  the  blame  upon  the 
minifters  in  Irela  d. 

Lord  North  gave  a great  encomium  of  the  adminiftration  of  Ireland  (ince 
the  appointment  of  the  prefent  lord  lieutenant;  obferving,  that  no  better 
proof  could  be  given  of  it,  than  that  it  was  attended  with  uncommon  fuccefs. 

Mr.  Conolly  obferved,  it  was  no  wonder  the  government  of  that  kingdom 
fliould  be  attended  with  fuccefs,  when  205,000/.  had  been  raifed  on  a ruined 
impoverifhed  country.  (Here  he  was  proceeding  to  drew  how  unable  the 
Irifh  were  to  bear  fuch  a burthen  ; and  to  give  a detail  of  the  penfions  that 
had  been  lately  granted,  the  places  that  had  been  newly  created,  and  the  va- 
rious means  that  had  been  employed  to  influence  and  corrupt  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  Lord  North,  as  applying  to 
matters  not  at  all  relating  to  the  fubjedl  of  the  debate.) 

Mr.  Fox  inlifted,  that  the  matter  ftated  by  his  honorable  relation  was  per- 
feftly  within  order;  that  it  grew  direftly  out  of  the  fubjeft  of  debate;  and 
that  if  his  lordfliip  appealed  to  the  fuccefs  of  adminiftration  in  Ireland,  as  a 
proof  of  the  wifdom  or  mildnefs  of  the  government  there,  it  was  no  lefs  fair  in 
argument,  than  confonant  to  order,  to  fliew  the  true  caufes  of  that  boafted 
fuccefs.  (Here  the  altercation  was  put  an  end  to,  by  the  queftion  being 
called  for.)  The  queftion  was  put  on  Mr.  Townlhend’s  motion  for  a com- 
mittee. The  houfe  divided  ; for  the  motion  100,  againft  it  224. 


No.  LXIX.  a. 

An  Addrefs  from  the  Belfaji  Firft  Volunteer  Company,  to  the  Officers  and 
“ Privates  of  the  feveral  Companies  to  be  reviewed  at  Belfaji,  3'\Ji  of 
“ July,  1782.  (P.  029). 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ FROM  a convidtion  that  the  prefent  is  a critical  mo- 
“ ment  for  Ireland,  inafmuch  as  we  conceive  that  the  queftion  whether  we 
“ fliall  be  free  or  an  enflaved  people  depends  on  it ; we  humbly  prefume  that 
“ an  addrefs,  induced  by  the  pureft  motives,  will  not  be  held  prefumptuous, 
‘‘  and  that  everv  reafonable  allowance  will  be  made  for  us  by  the  liberality  of 
“ our  fellow  fubje6ls  and  foldiers,  the  volunteers  of  Ulfter. 
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“ The  ftruggles  which  this  loyal  nation  has  lately  made  toward  cafting  off 
“ the  ufurpation  of  a country  which  cannot  juftly  claim  a fingle  right  to 
“ \vhich  Ireland  is  not  by  charter,  jiiftice,  and  nature,  equally  entitled,  have 
“ excited  the  admiration  of  every  ftate  in  Europe.  But  at  this  period  of  Irifh 
“ virtue,  were  we  contentedly  to  fit  down  with  any  thing  diort  of  complete 
“ freedom,  we  lliould  render  ourfelves  odious  to  millions  yet  unborn,  who 
“ would  tax  us  with  having  meanly  fold  an  opportunity  of  refcuing  the  land 
“ from  the  yoke  of  flavery  at  fuch  an  asra  as  the  revolution  of  centuries  may 
“ not  again  produce. 

“ The  defigns  of  ambitious  men  may  for  a time  miflead,  but  cannot  long 
“ delude  a people  of  that  found  plain  underftanding  by  which  even  the  infe- 
“ rior  claffes  of  the  men  of  Ulfterhave  ever  been  diftinguilhed.  With  fuch 
“ men,  fimple  ungarniflied  truths,  level  to  every  capacity,  mull  have  their 
“ weight,  and  wdll,  it  is  prefumed,  roufe  them  to  a fenfe  of  the  dignity  and 
“ independence  of  their  nation. 

“ The  intention  of  this  addrefs  is  v'ith  all  humility  to  imprefs  the  following 

great  and  ferious  truths ; — That  the  rights  of  this  kingdom  are  not  yet 
“ fecured,  nor  even  acknowledged  by  Britain,  partly  owing  to  the  delu- 
“ fions  of  many  fin  cere  friends,  to  the  perfidy  of  pretended  ones,  and  to  an 
“ error  committed  through  precipitancy  by  our  reprefentatives  in  the  fenate. 
“ That  unlefs  a fpark  of  that  facred  flame,  Avhich  but  a few  days  ago  glowed 
“ in  every  breaft  in  Ulfter,  be  again  excited  ; the  glorious  attempt  of  this 
“ country  to  procure  its  emancipation,  inllead  of  producing  any  real  perma- 
“ nent  good,  will  too  probably  be  the  means  of  depriving  us  of  our  rights 
“ for  ever. 

“ Let  us  then  trace  the  growth  and  progrefs  of  our  late  fpirit,  and  let  the 
“ claims  aiTerted  at  Dungannon,  on  the  15th  of  February,  be  the  ground- 
“ Avork  of  our  enquiry. 

“ The  fpirit  of  that  great  day’s  proceedings,  which  was  re-echoed  from 
“ every  quarter,  may  eafily  be  colleded  from  the  following  quotations  : — 
“ Your  reprefentatives  there  affembled,  declared,  ‘ That  a claim  of  any 
‘ body  of  men  other  than  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland,  to  make 
‘ laws  to  bind  this  kingdom,  is  unconllitutional  and  a grievance. 

‘ That  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  are  by  right  open  to  all  foreign  countries 
‘ not  at  Avar  Avith  the  king ; and  that  any  burden  thereupon,  or  obftrudlion 

“ thereto, 
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‘ thereto,  fave  only  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  is  unconftitutional  and  a 
‘ grievance.’ 

“ A moment’s  reflexion  will  fliew,  that  the  firft  of  thefe  tv/o  refolves  clearly 
“ applies  to  a denial  of  the  pretended  right  of  Britain  to  internal  legiflation 
“ for  this  country  ; and  the  latter  refolve  as  decidedly  determines  with  refpe6l 
to  external  legillation,  as  our  right  to  a freedom  of  commerce  is  its  very 
“ foul  and  bafis. 

“ If  it  appear  that  thefe  demands  of  Ireland,  which  arofe  from  your  own 
“ a6t,  and  from  which  you  cannot  recede  without  dravdng  down  eternal 
‘‘  difhonour  on  your  pofterity,  have  completely  and  without  equivocation 
“ been  acceded  to,  then  the  prefent  difcontents  and  jealoufies  are  groundlefs 
“ and  Ihould  ceafe ; but  if  a candid  difquifition  evinces  the  contrary,  the 
voice  of  Ireland  Ihould  again  be  raifed,  and  rather  than  the  pride  of  a filler 
“ (in  an  honorable  conne6lion  with  whom  we  will  ever  glory)  Ihould  tram- 
“ pie  on  the  deareft  rights  of  our  nature,  we  lliould  meet  our  danger  like 
men  deferving  to  be  free,  and  by  ading  with  the  boldnefs  of  confcious 
virtue  and  true  dignity,  we  would  probably  fecure  for  ages  the  interell, 
peace,  and  alFeclions  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

“ Our  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons,  forced  into  the  temporary  practice 
of  virtue  by  the  demands  of  an  armed  people,  complained  of  the  Britilli 
“ Declaratory  Law  of  6th  of  George  I.  and  of  the  powers,  as  the  lords  faid, 
“ and  of  the  claims  of  it,  according  to  the  commons. 

Every  one  mull  recolle6t  in  what  manner  demands,  on  the  accuracy  of 
“ which  the  fettlement  of  the  rights  of  three  millions  depend,  Avas  precipi- 
“ tated.  Imperfect,  however,  as  they  were,  their  general  tenor  went  to  de- 
“ mand  an  eternal  renouncement  of  all  power  of  legillation  for  this  coun- 
try,  however  marked  by  the  futile,  groundlefs,  and  infidious  dillin6lion  of 
external  and  internal. 

“ In  the  addrefs  of  our  commons  to  the  king,  we  find  the  following  ani- 
“ mated  expreffions  to  this  point : 

“ There  is  no  body  of  men  competent  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  kingdom 
except  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland;  nor  any  other  parlia- 
“ ment  which  hath  any  authority  or  power  of  any  fort  whatfoever  in  this 
“ country,  fave  only  the  parliament  of  Ireland.  To  alTure  his  majelly,  that 
“ we  humbly  conceive  that  in  this  right  the  very  elfence  of  our  liberties 
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exifts  a right  which  we,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  do  claim  as 
“ their  birth  right,  and  which  we  cannot  yield  but  with  our  lives.” 

“ Let  us  examine  how  this  claim,  fo  folemidy  advanced  by  the  reprefenta- 
“ tives  of  a nation,  was  received,  and  what  effects  it  produced  on  our  repent- 
ing  fiber.  ” 

“ Mr.  Fox,  a man  of  the  firll  abilities  in  Europe,  who  was  the  oftenfible 
“ miniber  of  that  day,  moved  for  a repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  the  Firb  in 
“ the  Britibi  Houfe  of  Commons,  a repeal  which  has  fmce  drawn  fuch  floods 
“ of  gratitude  and  ill-timed  applaufe  from  the  open,  fmcere,  unfufpe6ling 
“ hearts  of  Iriflimen.  In  a fpeech  in  which  his  great  abilities  were  fully 
“ employed,  introdu6lory  of  the  Irifli  bufmefs  to  the  parliament  and  people 
“ of  Great  Britain,  a bufmefs  of  which  he  was  the  avowed  patron,  in  the 
“ very  fame  breath,  with  which  he  urged  the  jubice  of  our  demands,  aflerted, 
‘ that  he  always  made  a dibindlion  between  internal  and  external  legiflation, 
‘ and  though  it  would  be  tyranny  to  attempt  to  enforce  the  former  in  coun- 
‘ tries  not  reprefented  in  the  Britifli  parliament,  yet  he  was  clear  that  the 
‘ latter  was  in  reafdn  and  policy  annexed  to  the  Britifli  legiflature.’  A little 
“ after  he  prefents  a jub  though  dreadful  view  of  that  very  fpecies  of  ufur- 
“ pation  which  he  dignified  by  giving  it  the  air  of  a right,  though  he  little 
“ intends  that  it  fliould  be  feen  in  fo  clear  a light  as  it  has  been  by  every 
“ thinking  man  in  this  country : — His  words  are  ‘ but  fatally  for  this  country 
‘ this  power  of  external  legiflation  had  been  employed  againb  Ireland  as  an 
‘ inbrument  of  oppreflion  to  ebablifli  an  impolitic  monopoly  in  trade,  to  en- 
‘ rich  one  country  at  the  expence  of  the  other.’  Could  a more  briking  il- 
“ lubration  of  the  abominable  bate  of  fubje^lion  to  which  we  ivere  according 
“ to  his  aflertion  reduced,  and  bill  are  fubjeft,  be  given?  This  pi6lure  drawn 
“ in  a Britifli  Houle  of  Commons,  exhibits  a nation  deprived  of  even  the 
“ lhadow  of  conbitution,  and  confequciitly  its  deareb  interebs  lying  at  the 
‘‘  mercy  or  rather  caprice  of  a neighbouring  nation ; of  a nation  whofe  po- 
“ licy  it  had  ever  been  to  check  and  debroy  in  the  bud,  every  profpedt  of 
“ gain  and  commercial  advantage,  which  did  not  diredtly  tend  to  her  own 
“ opulence  or  did  not  gratify  her  own  lubfor  power. 

“ We  might  defy  the  mob  deferiptive  pen  to  delineate  the  features  of  the 
“ mob  abject  flavery  vith  more  truth  and  accuracy. 

“ We  do  not  mean  to  tax  the  then  premier  with  any  mifcondudl  as  a Bri- 
“ tifli  ininiber,  as  we  cannot  but  fuppole  he  fairly  reprefented  the  feiitinient 

5 z “of 


362 


APPENDIX. 


“ of  the  cabinet;  the  fentiment  of  an  adininitlration  uncommonly  popular, 
“ and  of  the  bulk  of  the  Britifli  nation ; for  we  are  well  aware  that  a man 
“ fituated  as  he  was,  durft  not,  as  premier,  utter  a fentiment  not  according 
with  that  of  his  colleagues;  alfo  that  his  chance  for  remaining  long  in 
“ office  depended  on  his  a6ting  up  to,  and  holding  fuch  language  as,  confi- 
“ dering  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  would  be  moft  pleafmg  to  the  coun- 
“ try  to  which  he  belonged.  Mr.  T.  Pitt,  who  feconded  the  motion  of  Mr. 
“ Fox,  further  advanced,  ‘ that  he  knew  no  difference  between  internal  and 
‘ external  legiflation,  and  that  he  would  not,  to  his  laft  breath,  think  other- 
‘ wife.  Lord  Beauchamp  was  the  only  man  who  contended  againft  the  claim 
“ of  externally  legitlating  for  us,  and  who  forefaw  that  any  thing  fliort  of  a 
“ relinquiffiment  of  that  claim  as  well  as  the  other,  could  not  be  fatisfadlory 
to  this  country.  A few  days  after  the  minifter  faid,  that  the  firft  men  of 
“ Ireland  were  content  with  a repeal  alone.  In  that  ffiape  the  law  paffed, 
“ and  we  v/ere  perfuaded  in  the  fecond  addrefs  to  admit  the  idea,  not  indeed 
“ of  a fimple  repeal  but  a repeal  without  ftipulation  or  condition,  and  which 
might  have  been  full  and  fufficient  if  properly  worded. 

“ We  have,  from  thefe  circumtlances,  every  prefumptive  evidence,  that  it 
“ never  was  the  intention  of  Britain  or  of  Britiffi  minifters  to  relinquiffi  the 
“ right,  and  that  their  favour  extended  no  farther  than  to  a fufpenfion  of  its 
“ exercife,  which  in  her  then  debilitated  (late  ffie  could  not  enforce. 

“ We  have  here  avoided  mentioning  the  very  cogent  reafons  advanced  by 
the  Right  Honorable  H.  Flood,  and  the  great  view  he  has  opened  of  the 
“ queftion  to  the  kingdom  at  large : we  muft,  hov'^ever,  pay  him  that  tribute 
“ of  praife,  that  no  man  yet  has  been  hardy  enough  (fave  Mr.  Dobbs)  to  meet 
him  on  that  fLibje6l,  either  in  parliament  or  in  the  public  prints.  As  to 
“ that  gentleman’s  impregnable  ‘ fortrefs,  founded  on  a rock,’  we  prefume  it 
“ could  be  taken  without  much  difficulty  : but  as  it  is  purpofely  erefted  to 
“ withlland  the  abilities  of  the  greateft  man,  and  perhaps  the  moft  profound 
“ conffitutional  hiftorian  in  the  Britifh  empire,  we  lhall  not  here  prefume  to 
attack  it. 

“ It  is  very  foreign  from  our  intention  to  attempt  to  open  new  grounds  of 
■“  controverfy  with  England;  but  we  ardently  wiffi,  and  will  never  ceafe  to 
“ hope,  that  the  people  of  this  kingdom  Avill,  by  perfeverance  and  an  exertion 
“ of  fpirit,  bounded  by  loyalty  to  our  prince  and  a love  of  the  Britiffi  confti- 
“ tution,  according  to  its  pureil  principles,  very  fpeedily  obtain  the  wiffies 
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“ exprelFed  by  its  inhabitants  in  every  capacity,  and  by  tlie  addreffes  of  its 
“ own  parliament  to  its  fovereign.  As  to  volunteers,  it  is  evident  that  their 
“ honor  is  bound  by  the  determination  of  their  firft  and  only  glorious  meet- 
“ ings  in  their  different  provinces,  and  that  they  cannot  retract  without  ig- 
nominy  and  contempt.  Let  a reflefition  on  the  miraculous  effe6ts  your 
own  fpirit,  difplayed  at  one  of  your  Dungannon  meetings,  produced  on  all 
defcriptions  of  men,  as  'well  the  courtier  as  the  timid  friend,  teach  you  that 
“ even  unanimity  among  ourfelves,  as  well  as  a lafting  and  happy  conne6tion 
“ between  the  two  contending  parties,  can  only  be  obtained  by  again  fpeak- 
“ ing  out  with  that  fpirit,  which  charafterized  Irilhmen  on  the  15th  of  Fe- 
“ bruary,  1782,  and  which  rendered  it  a day  that  will  make  an  eminent  figure 
“ in  the  annals  of  the  empire. 

“ Recollect  that  Ulfter  led  the  way,  that  the  other  provinces  followed  the 
“ great  example  with  redoubled  vigor,  and  that  we  cannot  doubt  they  will 
“ do  fo  again;  that  difcontents  againft  men  and  meafures  are  gone  forth, 
“ and  are  hourly  encreafing;  that  the  firfl  meeting  of  Ulfter  is  equally  the 
“ pride  of  every  man  in  Ireland  ; and  the  laft  one  pretty  generally  reprobated 
“ as  premature,  ill-judged,  and  not  conveying  the  fenfe  of  the  conftituent 
“ body.  Such  refle6tions  will  convince  every  impartial  man,  that  a fpeedy 
“ meeting  on  the  hill  of  Dungannon,  (the  delegates  being  previoufly  iu- 
“ ftru6ted  by  the  people,  inAvhom  only  true  fpirit  exifts,  and  taught  only  to 
“ echo  their  fentiment)  can  alone,  in  the  prefent  mutilated  ftate  of  our  affairs, 
“ fo  lately  promifmg  every  bleffmg,  give  us  the  chance  of  a free  conftitution. 

Do  not  forget  that  Connaught  has,  in  her  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  laid 
“ down,  in  the  moft  pointed  terms  that  language  could  convey,  the  very 
“ principle  which  we  here  endeavour  to  eftablilh  and  maintain;  where  flie 
“ informs  his  majefty,  that  a revival  of  the  claims,  either  of  external  or  in- 
“ ternal  legiflation,  would  for  ever  fever  the  two  countries. 

“ If  you  follow  her  fteps  in  that  point,  what  can  pofftbly  be  dreaded  ? You 
“ will  at  that  inftant,  with  her,  compofe  a large  majority  of  the  armed  force 
“ of  Ireland : and  no  man  who  has  not  fmifter,  dilhoneft  views,  can  pretend 
“ to  allege  that  perfect  unanimity  would  not  prevail  over  the  v-hole  king- 
“ dom,  as  it  did  when  there  was  much  lefs  chance  or  expe61ation  of  it. 

“ The  Britifli  legiflatiire  in  claiming  a right  to  external  legiflation  for  this 
“ country,  alfumes  an  abfolute  control  over  our  commerce  and  foreign  trade; 
“ and  confequently  can,  if  we  admit  her  claim,  prevent  us  from  forming 
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“ any  commercial  conne6lion  with  any  nation  on  the  globe,  however  w’ell 
“ calculated  onr  produce  or  manufa6lures  may  be  to  ferve  fuch  nation. 
“ When  fuch  a prepofterous  claim  is  made,  will  any  man,  in  his  right  reafon, 
“ fay  that  this  is  enjoying  equal  liberty;  or  that  we  have,  under  fuch  bafe 
“ reftraint,  received  what  Britain  was  pleafed  to  term  a free  trade,  when  the 
moment  of  her  depriving  us  of  a commerce,  even  with  foreign  nations,  de- 
“ pends  merely  on  her  own  caprice,  or  her  own  intereft? 

“ Slavery  cannot  be  of  a deeper  complexion  ! 

“ It  may  be  alleged,  that  this  is  the  price  we  pay  for  the  protection  of 
the  Britifli  flag.  But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves.  Ireland  is,  and  ever 
“ was,  one  of  the  belt  pillars  of  the  empire,  and  contributes  more  to  the  ag- 
grandizement  of  Britain  than  any  other  country  flie  is  connected  with. 
“ But  independently  of  this  circumflance,  mmU  any  man,  not  enamoured  with 
“ the  horrors  of  bondage,  dare  to  aflert  that  the  lofs  of  civil  liberty  fliould  be 
“ the  price  of  any  protection  whatever! 

“ We  take  the  liberty  of  fubmitting  three  refolutions  to  your  deliberation, 
“ which  we  will  move  through  our  delegate  the  day  after  the  Belfaft  review, 
“ when  addrefles  to  the  reviewing  general  will  be  moved  for. 

“ Previous  to  that  day,  we  hope,  you  will  inltruCt  your  delegate,  which 
“ will  attend  the  meeting,  whether  you  chufe  that  he  fliould  give  your  alfent 
“ or  diflent  to  them. 

“ iji  Refolve^  That  a Dungannon  meeting  be  held  on  the  — day  of 

“ for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  whether  any,  and  which  of  the  demands  of 
“ the  province  of  Ulfter  of  the  15th  of  February,  1782,  have  not  yet  been 
complied  with.  If  any  are  found  not  yet  complied  with,  prudent  mea- 
“ fures  may  be  adopted  for  obtaining  them,  as  alfo  for  obtaining  an  Irifli 
“ ftatute,  declaring  that  the  foie  right  of  both  external  and  internal  legifla- 
“ tion  is  veiled  in  our  own  parliament,  and  in  no  other,  as  its  receiving  the 
affent  of  a prince,  in  whom  the  two  crowns  are  united  would  be  held  a 
“ ftrong  fecurity,  and  would  adminiiler  general  fatisfaClion. 

“ 2</  Refulve,  That  it  is  not  the  fenfe  of  this  meeting  that  a Ample  repeal 
“ of  the  6th  of  George  I.  can  be  accepted  as  a fufficient  renunciation  of  the 
“ claim  of  external  and  internal  legiflation  formerly  exercifed  over  this 
country. 

“ 3d  Refolve,  In  order  to  guard  againil  an  undue  ufe  of  delegated  power, 
that  it  be  held  a general  principle,  that  no  refolutions  or  addrefles,  which 
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“ may  be  adopted  at  any  future  alfemblies  of  delegates,  can  be  confidered  as 
“ being  the  refolutions  and  addrelfes  of  fuch  volunteer  companies,  until  the 
“ chairman  fliall  have  tranfmitted  copies  of  their  proceedings  to  all  the  com- 
“ panies  for  whom  delegates  appeared,  each  of  which  corps  lhall  deliberate 
“ colledlively  upon  fuch  proceedings,  and  return  to  the  chairman  on  or  before 
“ a limited  day,  their  feveral  approbations  or  difapprobations  of  each  refolu- 
“ tion  and  of  each  addrefs.  That  as  foon  as  it  has  been  afcertained,  which 
“ refolutions  and  which  addrelfes  are  agreeable  to  the  majority,  then,  and  not 
“ before,  fuch  refolutions  lhall  be  held  binding  to  the  conllituent  body,  and 
“ the  addrelfes  lliall  then  be  prefented  or  tranfmitted.  That  fuch  chairman 
“ lliall,  in  the  public  prints  of  the  province,  publilh  fuch  alfents  or  dilfents  of 
“ corps  to  each  refolution  and  each  addrefs. 

“ We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your  fellow  fubjedts  and  foldiers. 

“ (Signed  by  order  of  the  Company)  Waddell  Cunningham. 

Belfaji,  July  18,  1782. 


No.  LXX. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Francis  Dobbs  to  Lord  North.  {P.  488.) 

My  Lord, 

FROM  what  has  fallen  from  your  lorddiip  in  regard  to 
Ireland,  I conceive  you  are  greatly  mifinformed,  as  to  the  ideas  of  the  people 
at  large.  It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  in  fuch  a moment  as  this,  that  our 
fentiments  diould  not  be  mifunderftood.  If  they  are,  apparent  fatisfadlion 
may  conceal  real  jealoufy  and  diftruft;  the  bane  of  fricndlhip  in  nations,  as 
well  as  in  men. 

Your  lordlliip  dwells  on  the  addrefs  of  our  parliament  being  a petition  for 
indulgence,  not  a demand  of  rights.  My  lord,  I conceive  that  addrefs  was 
to  the  King  of  Ireland,  without  whofe  approbation  our  laws  cannot  be  altered 
or  enlarged.  If  your  lordfliip  conceives  that  it  was  a fupplication  to  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  I apprehend  you  arc  miftaken.  When  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland  addrefl’ed  their  king,  and  told  him  that  nothing  but  a fiee 
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trade  could  fave  their  country,  they  could  not,  I am  perfuaded  they  did  not, 
forget  why  Ireland  had  not  a free  trade ; they  could  not  forget  that  Ireland 
was  bound  by  Britifli  a61s  of  parliament. 

But,  my  lord,  Ihould  it  even  be  poffible  that  our  parliament  could  forget 
the  great  queftion  of  right,  it  cannot  be  forgot  by  the  people;  they  know  it, 
and  will  remember  it.  As  one  of  that  people,  I deem  it  eflential  to  freedom, 
and  think  myfelf  juftified  as  a man  entitled  to  be  free,  to  publicly  argue  for 
my  own  and  my  countrymens’  rights.  The  inveftigation  of  truth  cannot  be 
improper.  In  this  inftance,  I am  convinced  that  the  furell  mode  of  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  both  kingdoms,  is  to  have  our  connexion  fully  ex- 
plained and  perfedlly  underftood. 

As  an  Irihiman,  give  me  leave  to  exprefs  my  obligations  to  your  lordlhip, 
for  the  kind  intentions  which  you  have  manifefted  to  my  country ; I do  not 
even  believe  my  countrymen  want  more  than  it  is  your  willi  to  give.  But, 
my  lord,  they  want  it  in  a different  mode  ; they  want  what  they  have  a right 
to,  feparated  from  the  bounty  of  England.  It  fliall  therefore  be  the  obje6l 
of  this  letter  to  point  out  my  own,  and  what  I apprehend  to  be  their  reafons, 
for  widiing  for  fuch  a diftindlion. 

At  firft,  my  lord,  your  propofitions,  which  have  now  in  part  become  a law, 
gave  pretty  general  fatisfaftion.  Men  hitherto  reftrained  in  almoll  every 
branch,  naturally  rejoiced  at  the  firft  view  of  an  extended  commerce;  but 
when  reafon  had  inveftigated  the  principles,  on  which  that  extenfion  was 
given  ; when  it  was  found  to  be  a matter  of  expediency,  not  of  right ; when 
it  was  perceived  that  it  rather  eftablilhed  than  relinquilhed  the  power  of 
Britifti  legiflation  over  Ireland,*  our  tranfports  funk  into  a very  moderate  de 
greeof  pleafure;  and  even  that  pleafure  was  lefiened  by  the  precarioufnefs  of 
enjoyment. 

My  lord,  we  claim  to  be  a kingdom,  with  every  right  belonging  to  a king- 
dom; governed  by  our  own  legiflature,  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of 
Ireland.  We  complain  of  the  Britilh  legifiature  making  laws  to  bind  Ireland. 
We  alledge  it  is  without  right,  and  we  require  that  the  legiflature  of  Great 
Britain  fiiould  relinquifli  a claim  that  we  fay  they  are  not  entitled  to,  and 
that  they  fliould  obliterate  the  name  of  Ireland  from  their  ftatutes. 

This  is  a fliort  creed,  but  like  all  creeds  admits  of  much  explanation ; let 

* The  ad  of  parliament  lately  made,  only  repeals  part  of  the  Englifli  ads  binding  Ireland. 
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tis  fairly  difcufs  it;  the  examination  will  be  no  impeachment  even  to  your 
lorcllliip’s  abilities,  though  it  fhould  oblige  you  to  correfpond  with  a man  fo 
much  your  inferior  in  rank  and  underftanding.  If  my  ideas,  if  the  ideas  of 
my  countrymen  are  unjuft  and  unreafonable,  we  are  furely  entitled  to  an  ex- 
planation why  they  are  fo.  If  they  are  juft  and  reafonable,  they  lliould  be 
complied  with.  If  they  are  juft  and  reafonable,  and  not  complied  with,  we 
have  a right  to  do  ourfelves  juftice,  if  ever  we  have  the  power. 

Here,  my  lord,  I fhall  beg  leave  to  alk  two  queftions : Is  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  confidered  by  the legiflature  of  Great  Britain  as  a conquered  nation? 
If  not,  is  Ireland  confidered  as  a free  kingdom,  united  with  England  by  long 
ufage,’  fimilarity  of  manners,  vicinage  and  a common  king  ? 

If  we  are  deemed  a conquered  nation,  and  as  fuch  to  hold  every  thing  we 
poflefs  at  the  will  of  the  Englidi,  our  conquerors;  if  we  are  in  all  things  fub- 
je6l  to  their  caprice ; ftill,  my  lord,  there  is  one  right  that  I apprehend  cannot 
be  taken  from  us  : It  is  a right  I almoft  blufli  to  mention  ; it  is  the  right  of 
the  vanquiftied ; the  right  of  regaining  our  freedom,  Avhenever  we  are  able 
to  throw  off  your  yoke.  If  you  fay,  as  I truft  you  will,  that  we  ai  e a free 
people,  you  muft  allow  us  thofe  rights  Avhich  are  indifpenfably  neceffary  to 
the  very  exiftence  of  freedom ; and  if  on  enquiry  it  fliould  be  found  that 
Ireland  has  not  fuch  rights,  becaufe  Great  Britain  has  exerted  an  arbitrary 
power  to  which  flie  was  not  entitled.  Great  Britain  muft  either  relinquifli 
fuch  an  evafion  of  our  rights,  or  fupport  it,  as  ftie  made  it---by  power. 

What,  my  lord,  conftitutes  the  freedom  of  a people?  What  is  the  boafted 
freedom  of  a fubje6t  of  Great  Britain  ? Is  it  not,  that  he  is  governed  by  laws 
to  which  he  has  aflented  either  by  himfelf  or  his  reprefen tative  ? Is  it  not  that 
he  cannot  be  bound  by  laws  that  do  not  affe6l  thofe  who  make  them,  as  well 
as  himfelf?  What,  my  lord,  is  the  deftnition  of  a flave  ? Is  it  not  where  a 
man  is  bound  by  laws,  to  wliich  he  never  alfented,  and  lies  at  the  mercy  of 
a power,  over  which  he  has  no  controul?  Weigh  thefe  two  definitions,  and 
tell  me  what  is  Ireland  ? 

Great  Britain’s  repealing  part  of  thofe  laws  by  which  I apprehend  flic  has 
unjuftly  bound  Ireland,  is  no  fatistadtion,  nor  are  we  lefs  enllaved.  In  faft, 
your  propofitions,  and  the  law  founded  upon  them,  'eftablifiies  that  power, 
which  I,  and  I believe  my  countrymen  deny.  The  word  expedient  conveys 
a thoufand  things  repugnant  to  the  rights  of  Ireland.  It  may  hereafter  be 
deemed  expedient  to  revoke  the  very  indulgences  you  now  find  it  expedient 
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to  grant.  It  may  be  expedient  to  diffolve  our  parliament,  and  never  call 
another  ; it  may  be  expedient  to  tax  Ireland  by  a Britilh  a6t  of  parliament, 
and  enforce  it  by  a Britifli  armament ; where  fliall  we  fet  bounds  to  expedi- 
ency, and  how  can  its  limits  be  afcertained  ? But,  my  lord,  I will  venture  to 
alfert,  and  I now  call  on  your  lordfliip  to  refute  it  if  you  can,  that  Ireland  is 
not  free,  whilft  England  has  the  power  of  binding  Ireland  by  Britifli  afls  of 
parliament.  I will  venture  to  alfert,  we  are  not  lefs  Haves,  though  Britifli 
legiflation  never  found  it  expedient  to  exert  the  power  it  claims ; the  moll 
abfolute  monarch  on  earth  may  make  his  fubjefts  happy,  but  whilft  he  has 
the  means  of  making  them  miferable,  they  are  not,  they  cannot  be  free. 

The  Irifli  for  a long  time  remained  in  ignorance  as  to  their  fituation  ; thofe 
amongll  them  who  perceived  it,  thought  it  would  be  cruel  to  fliew  them 
rights,  without  a poffibility  of  their  obtaining  them.  Particular  circum- 
llances  have  led  them  to  particular  enquiries.  Enquiry  has  made  them  ac- 
quainted with  their  fituation;  and  it  is,  my  lord,  the  charafterillic  of  my 
countrymen  to  be  impatient  under  their  wrongs,  which  they  feel  and  under- 
Hand. 

I do  not  deceive  you  when  I fay,  that  this  reafoning  is  very  general  amongft 
Iriflimen.  I do  not  deceive  you  when  I fay,  ive  are  attached  to  England, 
and  feek  a connexion  with  her,  in  preference  to  the  reft  of  mankind.  But, 
my  lord,  our  lirft  attachment  is  to  freedom,  and  every  other  is  a fecondary 
confideration.  To  be  in  polfelfion  of  freedom,  we  mull  know  what  is  our 
right.  As  to  favors,  we  ought,  and  I am  perfuaded  are  willing  to  give  an 
equivalent.  But,  my  lord,  we  wifli  to  have  the  line  between  rights  and 
favors  afcertained  ; the  blending  them  together,  if  poftible,  we  are  deter- 
mined to  avoid. 

IVIy  lord,  we  conceive  that  we  are  a free  people,  and  as  fuch  entitled  to  a 
free  trade.  We  admit  your  right  to  flint  your  ports  againft  us,  but  we  claim 
a fimilar  power  as  to  you.  If  we  are  as  free  as  England  this  mull  be  the  cafe; 
if  we  are  not,  we  are  furely  entitled  to  the  reafons  why  ive  are  not  fo.  We 
furely  have  a right  to  know  why  we  are  excluded  from  the  undoubted  privi- 
leges of  a free  people.  Can  your  lordfliip  blame  us  if  we  deem  it  necef- 
fary  to  know  how  we  Hand  in  point  of  right,  in  regard  to  Great  Britain  ? 
We  cannot  build  on  a fure  foundation,  or  expect  a lafling  fabric,  till  this  is 
afcertained. 

Your  lordfliip  fays  the  Irifli  parliament  is  to  do  certain  things,  in  confe- 
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quence  of  Englifh  refolutions.  How,  my  lord,  can  this  be  ? How  can  Eng- 
land treat  with  Ireland,  until  the  Englilh  parliament  relinquiflies  her  claim 
of  binding  Ireland  in  all  cafes  whatfoever?  Is  it  not,  my  lord,  abfurd  ? Is  it 
not  a contradiction  in  terms,  that  an  Englifli  parliament  lliouid  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  an  Irifli,  if  an  Irifli  parliament  is  to  be  fubjeCt  to  the  will  of  an 
Englilh  : and  if  an  Englifli  a6t  can  bind  Ireland  in  all  cafes  whatfoever. 

I am  aware  it  will  be  faid,  that  this  overture  from  an  Englifli  to  an  Irifli 
parliament,  tacitly  admits  that  an  Englifli  parliament  has  not  a right  to  bind 
Ireland.  Why  tacitly  ? If  England  means  to  give  up  this  claim,  why  not 
openly  ? The  doing  fo  would  give  confidence  here.  If  on  the  other  hand  it 
Ihould  be  meant  to  deceive,  to  miflead  by  the  natural  idea  that  mull  arife  from 
the  one  parliament  treating  with  the  other,  I will  not  hefitate  in  proclaiming 
it  a mean  fubterfuge — a low  cunning — unworthy  of  a man — unworthy  of  a 
nation. 

In  confequence  of  your  lordfliip’s  propofitions,  I will  fuppofe  wealth  pour- 
ing into  this  kingdom  from  every  quarter.  Here,  my  lord,  I will  again  alk 
a queftion ; What  fecurity  have  we  for  wealth  fo  acquired  ? If  you  have  a 
right  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  you  mull  have  a right  to  tax  us.  If 
you  have  a right  to  tax  us  one  fliilling,  you  have  a right  to  twenty  in 
the  pound  ; and  had  we  the  wealth  of  the  Indies,  whilfl:  you  claim  that  power, 
and  have  force  to  execute  it,  we  are  but  a treafury,  filled  for  the  ufe  of  Great 
Britain.  In  abfolute  governments,  wealth  and  danger  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  poverty  is  happinefs.  If  individuals  grow  rich  they  dare  not  enjoy  their 
wealth,  and  are  careful  to  conceal  it.  Their  lives  are  often  forfeited  for  fup- 
pofed  offences,  to  give  a color  to  the  feizing  of  their  acquifitions.  The  fame 
reafoniug  will  hold  in  this  inftance.  If,  whilfl  poor,  you  claim  abfolute  power 
over  us,  by  what  chain  of  reafoniug  are  we  to  fuppofe  you  will  relinquifli  it, 
fliould  we  become  rich  ? It  makes  no  difference  that  this  power  is  vefled  in 
the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  in  a fingle  hand.  Abfolute  power 
in  one  or  in  many  is  the  fame.  Its  effedl  is  equally  deflruftive  to  the  happi- 
nefs of  a flate  or  individual. 

I have  frequently  obferved,  my  lord,  when  thefubjedl  of  Irifli  rights  has 
been  broached,  that  the  diflrefl’ed  fituation  of  England  has  been  introduced  ; 
that  England  has  been  reprefented  as  a nation  funk  in  debt,  and  overwhelm- 
ed with  difliculties.  If  it  be  fo,  I am,  and  I am  perfuaded  my  countrymen 
are  forry  for  it.  But,  my  lord,  as  an  Irifliman,  I cannot  conceive  that  I am 
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to  be  a (lave,  becaiife  England  has  been  imprudent  or  unfortunate.  I can- 
not conceive  if  England  was  finking,  that  Ireland  is  bound  in  any  way,  to 
go  to  the  bottom  with  England.  We  are  called  fitter  kingdoms,  but  if  we 
were  married,  there  is  but  one  country*  that  I have  heard  of,  where  the  wife 
facrifices  herfelf  on  the  funeral  pile  of  the  hutband,  and  I truft  Ireland  is 
not  inclined  to  follow  fo  lingular  an  example. 

Be  the  fituation  of  England  what  it  may,  what  has  Ireland  to  fay  to  it  ? 
Have  we  ever  expofed  you  to  war  ? Have  we  encreafed  your  taxes  ? Have 
we  been  the  caufe  of  a Tingle  misfortune  ? If  your  fleets  have  protected  us, 
who  occafioned  our  wanting  that  prote6fion  ? Have  we  not  contributed  both 
with  our  blood  and  treafure  in  fupport  of  your  quarrels,  without  dialing  in 
your  conquefts  ? Are  we  not  indebted,  from  our  connexion  with  you,  be- 
yond our  ability  to  pay  ? 

My  lord,  I will  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  if  the  ruin  of  England  was  to  follow 
juftice  to  Ireland,  yet  ftill  we  are  entitled  to  that  juflice.  The  queftion  mutl 
dill  refort  to  firft  principles,  and  Iridimen  cannot,  ought  not  to  have  a 
confidence  in  Great  Britain,  till  thofe  principles  are  fully  afcertained. 

It  is  laid,  my  lord,  that  we  have  long  acquiefced  under  this  claim.  For 
argument  fake  I will  grant  it.  England  herfelf  has  been  obliged  in  particu- 
lar times  to  fubmit  to  the  mod:  fevere  exertions  of  arbitrary  power,  but  it  has 
been  the  moft  diftinguidied  feature  in  the  charafter  of  your  countrymen,  to 
watch  for  and  feize  the  moment  in  which  they  had  the  profpedl  of  regaining 
their  freedom.  Witnefs  your  barons  compelling  the  infamous  John  to  grant 
them  Magna  Charta.  Witnefs  the  decapitation  of  the  mifinformed  and  un- 
fortunate Charles.  And  witnefs  the  glorious  revolution,  by  which  the  pre- 
fent  king  of  England — of  Ireland,  is  intitled  to  his  crown.  Will  your  lord- 
ihip  then,  or  your  countrymen,  be  fo  unjufi;  as  to  fay,  we  ought  to  acquiefce 
in  a claim,  becaufe  we  have  not  hitherto  had  poAver  to  oppofe  it.  WJll  you 
alfert  if  at  firft  the  claim  was  unjuft,  it  has  changed  its  nature  from  the  inat- 
tention or  impotence  of  Ireland  ? 

Strange  arguments,  however,  fometimes  fuggeft  themfelves.  I have  heard 
it  argued,  my  lord,  that  the  king  of  Ireland,  reliding  in  Great  Britain,  gives 
a right  to  fupremacy  there.  To  this  there  is  a Ihortand  conclufive  queftion; 
one,  my  lord,  that  I borrow  from  the  elegant  and  well-informed  Guatimozin 

* A country  In  Afia,  where  the  bodies  of  the  dead  are  burned^  and  the  wife  is  placed  on  the 
funeral  pile  of  the  hufband. 
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— Had  the  king  of  Great  Britain  been  in  reality,  what  he  is  nominally,  king 
of  France ; had  he  held  his  court  at  Paris ; would  Great  Britain  have  allowed 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  conjunftion  >rith  the  parliaments  of  France, 
to  bind  them  in  all  cafes  whatfoever  ? Apply  this,  my  lord,  to  the  fubje6l  of 
tliis  letter,  and  anfwer  the  queftion  as  you  pleafe. 

In  all  connexions  between  free  kingdoms  advantages  mull  be  reciprocal. 
It  mull  be  the  intcreft  of  both  to  preferve  the  connexion ; or  that  kingdom 
who  finds  herfelf  hurt  by  the  alliance,  will  infallibly  quit  it  the  moment  it  is 
in  her  power.  Interefi:  is  the  grand  fpring  of  action  even  amongft  men,  though 
a few  individuals  may  glorioufly  deviate  from  it ; but  between  nations  it  is, 
it  mult  be  the  ruling  principle. 

My  lord,  it  is  my  willi,  and  I hope  and  believe  it  is  the  vafli  of  every  good 
man  in  this  kingdom,  to  form  an  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  which  nothing 
can  difturb.  I conceive  this  can  only  be  done  by  a fair  and  candid  enquiry 
into  the  natural  rights  of  each  kingdom.  If  Great  Britain  treats  with  Ire- 
land under  the  idea  of  giving  as  little  as  fiie  can,  and  that  little  from  necef- 
fity,  Ireland  can  neither  be  thankful  nor  fatisfied.  You  yourfelves  will  fay 
that  Ireland,  from  particular  fituation,  has  got  more  than  you  intended  for 
her;  and  when  that  fituation  ceafes,  you  will  naturally  endeavour  to  recal 
what  you  have  fo  granted.  On  the  other  hand,  Ireland  looking  for  an  efta- 
blifiiment  of  rights,  cannot  conceive  herfelf  obliged  by  what  is  given  from 
expediency.  Whilfi:  the  great  queftion  of  right  remains  unafeertained,  mu- 
tual jealoufies  and  diftrufts  muft  afte6l  the  peace  of  both  kingdoms.  Irifii- 
men  cannot  ferioufiy  wifii  the  profperity  of  a country  which  they  conceive 
to  be  oppreffing  them ; and  England  cannot  be  cordially  our  well-wiilier, 
whilft  file  confiders  us  as  a people  fiie  has  \vronged  ; as  a people  fiie  muft  fup- 
pofe  anxious  for  an  opportunity  of  procuring  juftice. 

It  may  be  fald,  that  finding  fault  is  eafy,  but  that  it  will  be  difficult  to 
point  out  a mode  of  relief  more  fatisfaftory  than  the  one  your  lordfiiip  has 
adopted ; I fiiall,  therefore,  in  a few  words,  lay  down  what  I believe  Avould 
be  fatisfa61ory  to  my  countrymen ; what  I know  would  be  fatisfactory  ta 
my  countrymen;  what  I know  would  be  fatisfactory  to  myfelf.* 

Let  England  declare  fiie  has  no  right  to  bind  Ireland  by  Britifii  aCls  of  par- 
liament, and  entirely  repeal  all  laws  hitherto  made  for  that  purpofe.  It  has 
been  my  endeavour  to  prove  that  England  in  doing  this,  would  only  do  juftice; 
fuppofe  it  done,  Ireland  would  have  a right  to  trade  with  all  the  world,  but 
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all  the  world  would  alfo  have  a right  of  choofing  upon  what  terms,  and  in 
Avhat  inftances,  they  would  enter  into  commercial  alliances  with  Ireland  ; 
Great  Britain  of  courfe  would  have  a right  to  fay,  you  fliall  not  trade  with 
us,  but  on  fuch  conditions  as  we  lhall  think  proper  to  require.  The  colonies 
would  have  the  fame  right ; and  at  this  moment  Ireland  would  have  lefs  than 
what  your  propofitions,  and  the  law  founded,  and  to  be  founded  on  them, 
would  give  us;  but  then,  my  lord,  the  matter  of  right  would  be  adjufted  ; 
whatever  wealth  we  acquired  would  be  the  wealth  of  freemen,  and  could  not 
be  taken  from  us  but  by  our  ovm  legiflature  ; then  that  frightful  fpirit  raifed 
in  the  reign  of  George  the  Firft  would  be  laid,  and  the  fears  and  apprehen- 
fions  of  Iriihmen,  with  the  Ghoft,  would  vanilh.* 

If,  my  lord,  we  are  admitted  to  trade  with  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
I,  as  an  Irifliman,  think  we  fliould  make  a fultable  return.  If  your  fleets 
protect  us,  prote6t  our  trade,  I think  we  ought  in  proportion  to  that  protec- 
tion, in  proportion  to  that  trade,  contribute  to  their  fupport.  Thefe,  my 
lord,  in  my  humble  apprehenfion,  ought  to  be  the  fubje6ts  of- treaty  between 
the  two  legiflatures ; then  rights  and  favors  would  be  diftindl ; a diftindlion 
which  mull  give  univerfal  fatisfa6lion  here.  If  Great  Britain  really  means  to 
give  us  a permanent  Free  Trade,  what  can  be  her  objediion  to  being  fully 
explicit.  My  lord,  the  confequence  would  be,  that  induftry  would  difllufe 
her  bleffings  over  this  heretofore  devoted  land ; then,  my  lord,  the  mer- 
chant would  plow  the  ocean,  and  the  farmer  his  land  with  fatisfadtion . and 
fecurity  ; then  Ireland  would  become  the  cheerful  and  powerful  fupporter  of 
Great  Britain. 

My  lord,  I cannot  expedl  you  will  take  either  iny  word  or  opinion  for  the 
fentiments  of  my  countrymen ; but,  my  lord,  it  is  lurely  worth  your  lord- 
fliip’s  attention  to  enquire  how  far  I am  right  in  my  opinion  ; if  by  that  en- 
quiry, you  find  that  the  people  of  Ireland,  almoft  to  a man,  deny  the  light 
in  a Britifli  parliament  to  bind  them  ; if  you  find  that  they  acknowledge  no 
power  on  earth  but  their  king,  lords,  and  commons  ; and  will  not,  if  they 
can  help  it,  pay  obedience  to  the  laws  of  any  other  ; I fubmit  it  to  youi 
lordlhip,  whether  it  would  be  wife  in  the  Britifli  legiflature  to  voluntarily  de- 
clare the  ftatute  of  6 George  I.  c.  5.  no  longer  in  force,  fo  fai  as  relates  to 
Ireland,  and  that  it  was  made  on  the  miftaken  idea,  that  England  had  a light 

- * The  law  declaring  a right  to  bind  Ireland  in  all  in  cafes  whatfoever. 
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to  bind  Ireland.  This,  my  lord,  would  heal  every  diffenfion,  would  banhh 
every  jealous  idea  from  our  minds. 

Many  other  things  relative  to  Ireland  croud  upon  my  imagination,  but  as 
they  are  in  general  things  that  ought  to  be  looked  to  at  home,  and  as  I whh 
to  confine  myfelf  to  the  one  great  quefiion,  I fiiall  not  longer  intrude  on 
your  lordlliip. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  letter  I have  endeavour  to  fleer  clear  of  the  leafl  of- 
fence to  your  lordfliip.  I have  endeavoured  to  argue  without  paffion  or  pre- 
judice, and  I trufl  I have  in  fome  degree  fucceeded. 

I feel  the  fullefl  convidlion,  that  an  explanation  of  the  matter  of  right  is 
eflential  to  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  both  kingdoms,  and  it  is  from  that 
convidlion  I have  thnsw^ntured  to  addrefs  your  lordfiiip. 

I am,  with  great  refpe6t, 

Your  Lordfliip’s 

Mofl  humble  fervant, 

\Ji  January y 1780.  . Francis  Doebs. 
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Bank  of  Ireland  eltablilhed,  623. 

Bards,  public  and  private,  17. 

Bards,  ancient,  in  high  eftimation,  15. 

Barnewall,  Sir  Patrick,  fent  to  England  and  im- 
prifoned  by  James  I.  for  remonllrat- 
ing,  103. 

Baftards,  formerly  not  excluded  from  inheri- 
tance, 12. 

Bede,  his  teftimony  of  there  being  no  venomous 
reptile  in  Ireland,  4. 

Honorable  teftimony  of  the  IrilE  learn- 
ing, 21, 

Bedford,  Duke  of,  lord  lieutenant  in  1757,  favor- 
able to  the  Catholics,  320. 

Bel  or  Bal’s  Fires  at  Midfummer,  of  Phenician 
origin,  8. 

Bellingham,  Sir  Anthony,  his  mild  and  falutary 
conduft,  66. 

Sacrificed  to  intrigue,  ib. 

Bill  of  Rights  rejefted  in  Ireland,  370. 

Bingham,  Sir  Richard,  prelident  in  Connaught, 
violent  and  unjuft,  82. 

Bijhops,  Proteftant,  only  five  adopt  the  reformation 
under  Edward  VJ.  67. 

Deprived  by  Queen  Mary,  69. 

Bogs  of  Ireland,  of  their  nature,  18. 

Catholics  enabled  by  ftatute  in  177O  to 
take  leafes  for  51  years  for  reclaiming 
them,  416. 

Bolinghroke,  Lord,  confided  in  by  the  Tories,  237. 

Borlqfe,  Dr.  falfity  of  his  hiftory,  12, 

diftorts  Clarendon’s  MS.  13. 

Boulter,  Primate,  eftablilhes  and  fupports  Englifti 
influence  and  afcendancy  in  Ireland, 
255  to  271. 

His  artful  recommendation  of  perfecut- 
ing  the  Catholics,  286. 

Bourke,  Honorable  John,  oppofes  Catholic  favor, 
559 

Boroughs,  how  many  fent  minifters  to  parliament, 
temp.  Jac.l.  109. 

Boyle,  Walfingham,  his  motion  in  the  Britilh 
Houle  of  Commons  about  Lord  Town- 
fliend’s  prorogation  of  the  Irilh  parlia- 
ment, 402. 

Negatived  by  178  againft  65,  404. 

Brehon  Laws  ftridly  obferved  by  the  Irilh,  22. 

Broghill,  Lord,  unfaithful  to  the  royal  caufe,  and 
gained  over  by  Cromwell,  162-3-4. 

Brown,  archbilhop  of  Dublin,  fent  over  by  Lord 
Cromwell,  52. 

His  ineffectual  efforts  to  promote  the  re- 
formation, 53. 

Not  fupported  by  government,  60. 

Brownlow,  fpeaks  for  Catholics,  560. 


Bruce,  Edward,  called  over  from  Scotland  to  flrakfr 
off  the  Englilh  yoke,  3 1 . 

Burke,  Edmund,  his  opinion  of  the  Revolution  of 
1688  upon  Ireland,  195-6. 

His  opinions  upon  Lord  Bute's  adminif- 
tration,  &c.  348  to  351 . 378. 

His  opinion  on  perfecution  of  Catholics, 
426 

His  correct  obfervations  on  Irilh  hiftory, 
467. 

Hisfpeechon  the  fituation  of  Ireland, 503. 

Interefting  opinions  on  Mr.  Gardiner’s 
bills,  582-3-4. 

His  account  of  the  Shelburne  adminiftra- 
tion  fucceeding  the  Rockingham  admi- 
niftratlon,  621 . 

Buckinghamfiire,  lord  lieutenant,  fubfervient  to 
the  Britilh  cabinet  5 takes  his 
attorney,  Mr.  Heron,  for  his 
fecretary,  446. 

Neither  of  them  fit  for  their 
fituations,  ib. 

Admits  the  financial  difficulties 
of  the  kingdom,  457. 

His  fpeech  to  parliament,  465-6. 

Imbecility  of  his  government, 
493. 

His  fpeech  to  parliament,  the 
2d  September’,  178O,  520 

Recalled  on  29  th  Dec.  1780, 521. 

Burgh,  Mr.  Hulfey,  fpeaks  for  Catholics,  561. 

Bulls  of  Adrian  IV.  and  Alexander  III.  26.  and 

Appendix,  No.  I, 

Various  opinions  of  them,  27. 

EflFedt  on  the  Iriflr  clergy,  30. 

Bute,  Earl,  his  adminiftration,  348. 

C 

Colwell,  Sir  James,  traduces  the  Catholics,  367. 

Cabinet.  Vid.  Fmglijh. 

Camden,  prejudiced  againft  the  Irilh,  3. 

His  teftimony  of  them,  4. 

Campbell,  Dr.  his  ideas  of  the  White  Boys,  339. 

His  charadter  of  Primate  Stone,  37O. 
His  defcription  of  Irilh  ariftocracy,  37 1 . 

Camden,  Earl  of,  his  fpeech  in  the  Britilh  peers 
in  favor  of  Ireland,  498-9. 

Cambrenfis,  who,  6. 

Mifreprefents  Irilh  hiftory,  ib. 

Capel,  lord  deputy,  favors  the  Englilh  intereft,  con- 
venes a new  parliament,  201. 

Carlijle,  Earl  of,  lord  lieutenant  3d  of  December, 
1780,  521. 

Expedls  to  be  recalled  on  the  downfall  of 
Lord  North,  556. 

Sends  his  relignation  by  his  fecretary,  ib. 

Receives  a written  addrefs  from,  and 
thanks  the  commons  in  a letter,  597. 

Carlifle, 
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'€arliJ2c,  Eail  of,  ftrongly  fupports  Lord  Lanf- 
downe’s  motion  for  legiflative  indepen- 
dence, 6o  I . 

Carte,  Mr.  unfaithful  hiftorian,  according  to  War- 
ner, 114. 

Carteret,  lord  lieutenant,  no  friend  to  Ireland,  268. 

Deceitful  fpeech  from  the  throne,  27 1 . 

Cajilehavcn,  Earl  of,  his  memoirs,  12. 

His  opinions  about  rebellion,  ib. 
Imprifoned  for  offering  his  fervice  to 
check  rebellion,  140. 

His  teftimony  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
Catholics,  141. 

Catholic,  Roman  religion,  moft  of  Elizabeth’s 

army  in  Ireland  of  that  perfuafion,  86.98. 

C-atholics,  hurt  at  being  appointed  inquilitors  of 
their  brethren  for  non-compliance 
with  Elizabeth’s  laws,  103. 

They  remonftrate,  and  are  imprifon- 
ed, ib. 

Tolerated  at  firllby  Charles  I.  114. 

Their  offer  to  maintain  5000  infantry 
and  500  horfe  for  Charles  I.  reje6ted 
as  an  idolatrous  undertaking,  1 15. 

Their  remonftrance  to  Charles  I.  about 
the  promifed  graces,  124.  and  Ap- 
pendix, No.  XX.  ^ 

The  firfl:  and  laft  in  arms  for  Charles  I. 
131. 

Their  remonftrance  drawn  up  by  R.  Be- 
del, 135.  and  Appendix,  No.  XXII. 

Proclamation  that  Irifh  Papifts  had  uni- 
verfally  rebelled,  136. 

Corrected  by  the  lords  juftices  in  a fub- 
fequent  proclamation,  that  they 
meant  only  fome  mere  Irifh  in  Ulfter, 

137. 

Goaded  to  arm  in  felf-defencc  in  i641, 
139,  140. 

Offer  to  flop  the  rebellion  of  l641,  and 
are  imprifoned,  140. 

Sir  John  Read  racked,  141. 

They  confederate  for  fupport  of  the 
king  and  conftitution,  ib. 

The  oath  of  the  confederates,  Appen- 
pendix.  No.  XXVI. 

Afted  as  and  were  true  loyalifts,  141. 

Their  remonftrance  at  Trim,  142.  Ap- 
pendix, No.  XXVIII. 

Confederates  afl'ert  their  loyalty,  144. 

They  make  peace  publicly  with  Or- 
mond, privately  with  Glamorgan,  152. 

Conclude  peace  with  Ormond  on  the 
28th  March,  1646. 

Defire  Ormond  to  lead  them  againft 
the  king’s  enemies,  154. 


Catholics,  their  declaration  that  the  king  was  un- 
der durefs,  and  that  they  ought  to 
oppofe  his  enemies,  156. 

Honorably  receive  Ormond  at  Kilken- 
ny, and  put  him  at  thMr  head,  157. 

The  only  compa£t  national  body  that 
remained  loyal  to  Charles  till  his 
death,  though  ill  ufed  by  him,  159. 

Thofe  who  ferved  under  Phelim  O’Niel 
declared  rebels  by  the  confederates, 
161. 

Return  to  the  confederacy  on  account 
of  Charles  11.  taking  the  covenant, 
165. 

Bifliops  excommunicate  fuch  as  adhere 
to  Ormond  for  having  advifed 
Charles  II.  to  take  the  covenant,  ib. 

RejetStall  terms  with  the  regicides,  167. 

Inhumanly  murdered  at  Drogheda  and 
Wexford  by  Cromwell,  ib. 

Their  meritorious  conduft  to  and  re- 
turn of  ingratitude  from  Charles  II. 
169. 

Excluded  from  the  parliament  of  Charles 

II.  170. 

Perfecuted  and  calumniated  to  keep 
them  out  of  the  act  of  oblivion  and 
general  pardon,  1 7 1 . 

Injuftice  done  to  them  by  the  acts  of 
fettlcment  and  explanation,  174. 

Injured  by  the  court  of  claims,  ib. 

Admitted  into  offices  by  James  II.  178. 

Their  degraded  ftate  under  William,  198. 

Several  penal  laws  againft  them  madfe 
under  William  and  Mary,  201 . 

Holden  out  as  enemies  to  the  ftate,  217. 

Termed  the  common  enemy,  2 1 9. 

During  the  laft  century  made  no  weight 
in  the  national  fcales,  222. 

Lords  juftices  recommend  enmity  be- 
tween Catholics  and  Proteftants,  240. 

Called  the  common  enemy  by  Lord  Car- 
teret, ib. 

Moft  feverely  punithed  when  their  loy- 
* alty  was  moft  confpicuous,  343.  252. 

Jealous  at  the  favor  fliewn  to  the  dif- 
fenters,  25  1. 

E.xcluded  from  the  profperity  of  the  na- 
tion, ib. 

Irifh  laws  againft  them,  253. 

Severely  perfecuted  under  Geo.  I.  262. 

AddrefsGeo.  11.  but  lords  juftices  ftop 
theaddrefs,  ib. 

Deprived  of  eleftive  franchife,  263, 269. 

Side  with  the  patriots,  268. 

New  law  to  prevent  them  from  being 
folicitors,  27 1 . 
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Catholics,  Collettiou  to  oppofe  it  caufes  a renova- 
tion of  rigor  againft  them,  271. 

Enlifted  in  the  EnglHh  army,  289. 

Eirft  favored  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
S20. 

Meet  about  redrefs,  and  difagree,  ib. 

Make  a declaration  of  their  tenets,  321 . 
Appendix,  No.  LXI. 

Eirft  Catholic  committee,  321. 

Dr.  Johnfon  applied  to  to  write  for 
them,  ib. 

Their  addrefs  of  loyalty  on  the  alarm  of 
French  invafion,  324. 

Well  received  by  the  lord  lieutenant, 
325. 

Internal  diftentions  amongft  them,  324. 

The  merchants  better  judges  of  the 
wants  of  the  poor  than  the  land 
owners,  325. 

Charged  with  the  riots,  and  cleared  by 
the  fpeaker  from  the  chair,  328 

Commended  by  Serjeant  Stannard,  ib. 

Addrefs  Geo.  III.  334. 

Attempts  made  to  implicate  them  as 
White  Boys  in  the  accufation  of  Mr. 
Sheey,  340. 

Traduced  by  Cauldwell,  367. 

Mafon’s  bill  for  enabling  them  to  lend 
money  on  mortgage  negatived,  366- 
7-8-9.  426. 

Enabled  to  take  leafes  for  6 l years,  un- 
der various  ufages  for  reclaiming  un- 
profitable bogs,  416. 

Both  the  Popifli  mortgage  bill  and  leafe 
bill  brought  forward  by  Lord  Har- 
court,  and  failed,  426. 

Enabled  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance, 

427. 

Mr.  T.  Townfend  wiflies  to  attach  their 
affedtions,  46o. 

Opprefled  by  the  Irilh  parliament  after 
the  Britifti  parliament  was  difpofed 
to  relieve  them,  461. 

Sir  George  Savile’s  motion  in  favor  of 
the  Englith  Catholics,  461-2. 

Lord  Beauchamp  (now  Marquis  of 
Hertford)  favorable  to  them,  462. 

Mr,  Gardiner’s  motion  in  favor  of 
them,  463. 

Bill  in  their  favor  pafled  with  extreme 
difficulty,  465. 

Opprelfed,  vilified,  and  degraded  in  pri- 
vate life,  555. 

Mr.  Gardiner  gives  notice  of  bringing 
in  a bill  in  favor  of  Catholics,  555, 
559. 

Mr.  Gardiner’s  bill  brought  forward 
January  1782,  560. 


Catholics,  Leave  given  to  bring  in  Mr.  Gardiner’s 
bill,  561, 

Brought  in  by  Mr.  Dillon  under  the  in- 
difpofition  of  Mr.  Gardiner,  ib. 

Oppofed  by  Mr.  John  Bourke,  Mafon, 
and  Parnell,  ib. 

Mr.  St.  George,  Mr.  and  Colonel 
Wynne,  and  Mr.  Flood,  oppofe  Mr. 
Gardiner’s  bill,  571. 

Mr.  Gardiner  divides  his  bill  into  three, 
two  he  carries,  and  lofes  the  third, 
579  to  581. 

Inftances  of  unjuft  penal  laws,  580-1. 
Caunjinny,  what,  13. 

Charles  1.  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  113. 

Tolerates  the  Catholics,  114. 

AAuated  by  the  odious  principle  of  the 
Stuarts,  115. 

Perfecutes  the  Catholics,  116. 

Commends  the  lords  juftices  for  it,  1 17. 

His  duplicity  and  deceit  to  his  Irifli  Ca- 
tholic fubjetfts,  123. 

Concurs  with  Wentworth  in  a direft 
fyftem  of  fraud  and  deceit,  127. 

Recalls  Wentworth,  but  fends  him  back 
with  additional  honor  and  power,  128. 

His  fpeech  condemningStaftbrd  asguilty 
of  high  mifdemeanors,  130. 

Appoints  Staftbrd’s  relatives.  Sir  Henry 
Wandefworth  and  then  Lord  Dillon, 
to  govern  Ireland,  ib. 

Attempts  a new  fyftem  of  governing 
Ireland  according  to  law,  ib. 

Publiihes  a new  proclamation  of  the 
graces  promifed  in  the  4 th  of  his  reign, 
131. 

Gains  credit  again  with  thelriffi,  ib. 

Grand  rebellion  proclaimed,  ib. 

His  letter  to  the  lords  juftices.  Appen- 
dix, No.  XXIV. 

His  opinions  of  the  Irilh  rebellion  in 
1641,  133-4. 

Aft’edted  by  the  remonftrance  at  Trim, 
orders  Ormond  to  negociate  a cell'a- 
tion  of  arms,  142. 

Willies  the  ceftation  to  take  effedt,  144. 

His  letters  to  that  purport,  145.  andAp- 
pendix.  No,  XXX. 

His  wilhes  to  make  peace  with  his  Ca- 
tholic fubjebts  arofe  from  his  defire  to 
fecure  their  fervice  in  Scotland,  146. 

His  duplicity  to  the  Irilh,  ib. 

Publiihes  grounds  and  motives  of  the 
ceftation,  147. 

Anxious  that  Ormond  lliould  make 
peace  with  the  confederates,  149, 

Undertakes  to  difpenfe  with  the  whole 
1 penal  code,  150. 


Charkt 


INDEX. 


Charles  I.  gives  large  powers  to  the  Earl  of  Gla- 
morgan, 151-2. 

Knew  not  of  the  peace  concluded  at  laft 
by  Ormond,  158. 

Beheaded,  159. 

Charles  II,  confirms  the  peace  from  the  Hague, 
160. 

Takes  the  covenant  in  Scotland  and  re- 
vokes the  peace  of  the  Catholics,  161. 
Makes  treaty  with  the  Duke  of  Loraine 
for  aliiftance  in  Ireland,  165. 

His  ingratitude  to  the  Irifli,  1 69. 

His  favorable  intentions  to  the  Catholics 
thwarted  by  Ormond,  172. 

Death  of,  176. 

Chejlerjield,  Earl  of,  lord  lieutenant  in  1745,  29O. 
His  prudent  conduft,  293,  296. 
Addrelfed  by  lords  and  commons,  299 . 
Inftantly  recalled,  when  the  danger 
was  over,  301. 

Chichtjler,  Sir  Arthur,  intemperately  fevere  and 
encourages  difunion,  and  fets  afloat 
rumours  of  plots,  &c.  103. 

Proem  ed  a grant  of  all  the  land  of  Inni- 
fhowen,  J06. 

Determined  enemy  to  the  Catholics,  108. 
Ciamarthy,  the  reverfal  of  his  attainder  oppofed 
by  Boulter,  287. 

Clanricarde,  Earl  of,  his  letter  upon  the  loyalty  of 
the  Catholics,  141,  and  Appendix, 
No.  XXVII. 

State  of  Ireland  in  160 1.  165. 

Clergy,  Catholic,  their  influence  in  procuring 
peace,  3i. 

Their  part  fubmiflion  to  the  bull  of 
Adrian,  S3. 

Clergy,  Profejlanf,  their  declaration  of  theunlaw- 
fulnefs  of  accepting  the  Catholics’ 
offerof  5000  infanti^  andsoohorfe. 
Appendix,  No.  VIII. 

Clare,  regiment  of,  in  the  French  fervice,  292. 
Earl  of,  his  opinion  of  the  impolicy  of 
Henry  VIII.  5t). 

Ditto  of  Elizabeth,  74, 

Ditto  of  the  parliament  of  James  I.  1 09. 
Wilful  mifreprefentation  of  the  Catholics’ 
refinance  to  the  parliamentarians  and 
Cromwell,  )68. 

Juftifies  Cromwell  and  his  regicides,  170. 
His  reprefentation  of  the  a»T  of  fettleraent, 
174. 

Ditto  of  the  reign  of  James  II.  and  the 
Irifli  confifcations,  192-3. 

His  account  of  Molyneux’s  book  and  Irifli 
legiflative  independence,  1 05 
His  reprefentation  of  Irifli  government  in 
the  days  of  Queen  Ann,  2 1 8. 


Clare,  E.  of,  his  opinion  of  Primate  Stone,  and  the 
ruinous  government  under  him,  310. 
Ditto  of  the  Irilh  ariflocracy,  311. 

Oppofes  the  thanks  to  the  volunteers,  530. 
Declares  the  Catholics  deferving  of  indul- 
gence, 5 56. 

Starts  objedtions  againft  the  Catholic  bill, 
which  he  afterwards  abandons,  562-3. 
Declares  he  always  was  for  legiflative  in- 
dependence, though  he  had  ever  voted 
againft  it  as  unfeafonable,  596. 
Maintains  the  fettlement  of  1782  was  not 
final  as  to  conftitution,  6l  1-12. 
Clarendon,  Earl  of,  his  falfe  reprefentation  of  Irifli 
happinefs  under  the  Stuarts,  118. 
Contradidts  himfelf,  137. 

Admits  the  Proteftants  began  the  maf- 
facres,  138. 

Succeeds  Ormond  as  lord  lieutenant, 
178. 

Coynge  and  Livery,  oppreflive  to  the  Irifli,  42-3. 
Coke,  Sir  Edward,  his  honorable  teftimony  of  the 
Irilh,  23. 

Com?n.ons,  vide  Iloufe, 

Confederates,  Iri/h,  vide  Catholics, 

Connaught , province  of  Catholics,  all  driven  thi- 
ther by  Cromwell,  168. 

Connolly,  Mr.  feconds  Mr.  O’Neil’s  motion  for 
thanking  the  volunteers,  630. 

Speaks  for  the  Catholics,  56o. 
Conjlitution,  vide  Britijh  and  Irijh. 

Coote,  Sir  Charles,  rebels  againft  the  king,  147. 
Goes  over  to  Cromwell,  162. 

Returns  to  Charles  II.  and  is  created  Earl 
of  Montrath  and  one  of  the  lords  juf- 
tices,  170. 

Cork,  city  of,  petition  of  the  merchants  upon  the 
ftagnation  of  trade,  447-8. 

Earl  of,  his  enormous  rapacity  and  cruelty, 
140. 

Cornxcallis,  Earl  of,  difclaims  Sir  Richard  Muf- 
grave’s  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion  in 
Ireland,  5. 

Melfage  to  the  houfe  of  the  furrender 
of  his  army  in  America,  542. 
Cromwell,  Oliver,  gains  over  lurd  Broghill,  163. 
Oflfers  terms  to  the  Irifli,  l65-6. 

His  camp  well  fupplied  on  account  of 
his  good  difcipline,  166. 

Siege  and  mafl’acre  of  Drogheda,  1 67. 
Curry  perfecuted  on  account  of  his  memoirs,  322. 

D. 

Daly,  Mr.  Dennis,  his  oratory,  536. 

Speaks  for  toleration,  556. 

Danes,  ravages  by  them  in  plh  and  lOth  centuries 
in  deftroying  hiftorieal  documents,  16, 

Davies. 


INDEX. 


Davies,  Sir  John,  tftftimony  of  the  Irifli,  399. 
Report  of  Cafe  of  Tanniftry,  14. 

Account  of  the  oppreflions  of  the  Englifli 
government  in  Ireland,  37. 

Ditto  of  the  Rate  of  Ireland,  under  Henry 
VIII.  64. 

Avoids  mentioning  religion  throughout, 
i06. 

Debt,  National,  rife  and  progrefs  of,  278-9-8O. 
Dermod,  King  of  Leinfter,  26. 

A favorite  with  the  populace  and  the 
clergy,  29. 

Makes  peace  with  O’Connor  and 
O’Rourke,  31. 

Derry,  Bifliop  of,  teftimony  of  Cambrenfis,  6. 

County  of,  forfeited  by  the  pretended  re- 
bellion of  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel,  104. 
Town  of,  befieged  by  James  II.  185. 
Rifhop  of,  his  teftimony  of  the  falfity  of 
Englifli  hiftorians,  I8. 

Plantation  of  Londoners,  105. 

Difeoveries,  in  bogs,  19. 

Defmond,  Earl  of,  in  rebellion,  78. 

Beheaded  by  a common  foldier,  79. 

Aft  of  attainder  and  for  forfeiture  of 
his  vaft  poflTeflions,  80. 

Form  of  allbciation  of  his  followers,  8 1 . 
Difpen/ing  Power  given  to  the  king  over  Irifli  afts 
of  parliament,  with  confent  of  privy 
council  of  England  inferted  in  heads 
of  an  Irifli  bill,  and  carried,  380. 
Violently  oppofed  by  Lucas,  ib. 
Dijfentcrs  puniihed  by  the  facramental  teft,  de- 
ceived by  the  Proteftant  parliament, 
,214. 

Tory  adminiftration  of  Ann  againfl. 
them,  223. 

Moftly  Cromwellians  and  infefted  with 
republicanifm,  ib. 

Too  powerful  to  be  oppofed  by  the 
Britifli  cabinet,  228. 

Intended  to  be  Included  in  the  Englifli 
fchifm  aft,  230. 

Mr.  Bromley,  fecretary  of  Rate,  fpeaks 
againfl  them,  231. 

Favored  under  George  I.  243,  251. 
Attempt  to  repeal  the  facramental  teft 
fails,  284. 

Motion  in  their  favor,  463. 

Mr.  Gardner  commends  their  political 
principles,  559. 

Their  relief  oppofed  by  Britifli  cabinet, 
<>03. 

Sacramental  teft  repealed,  623. 
Dijfentions,  under  Queen  Ann,  were  all  between 
Proteftants  and  Proteftants^  2«7. 


Dobbs,  Mr.  account  of  volunteers,  487. 

Dowdall,  Primate  of  Armagh,  oppofes  the  refor* 
mation,  67, 

Conference  between  him  and  Staples, 
bifliop  of  Meath,  67. 

Dorfet,  Duke  of,  fiicceeds  Lord  Carteret,  280. 
Not  unfavorable  to  the  Catholics,  281. 

A fecond  time  lord  lieutenant,  on  pur- 
pole  to  oppofe  the  patriots,  309. 
Difliked  the  fecond  time  becaufe  wholly 
fubfervient  to  Stone,  3 10. 

Frightened  out  of  the  kingdom,  311. 
Drogheda,  town  of,  befieged,  167. 

Druids  aliembled  at  Tarah,  15. 

Dublin,  Archbilhop  of.  Brown,  fent  over  to  pro- 
mote reformation,  52. 

Gity  of,  many  magiftrates  forced  to  con- 
form or  be  fined,  103. 

Citizens  addrefs  (late  Lord  Chatham)  Mr. 

Pitton  his  refignation,  350. 

Refolutions  in  favor  offeptennial  bill,  353. 
Counter-refolutions  by  the  court  party  in 
the  commons,  354. 

Citizens  of,  addrefs  Lord  Effingham  on  his 
refigning  his  command  not  to  aft  againfl 
America,  440. 

Petition  of  manufafturers  of,  to  parlia- 
ment on  ftagnation  of  trade,  448. 

Pafs  non-importation  refolutions,  485. 
Dungannon,  meeting  of,  and  refolutions  of  volun- 
teers, 564. 

E. 

Eden  (now  Lord  Auckland),  fecretary  to  Lord 
Carlifle,  defends  Lord  North’s  attention 
to  Ireland,  534. 

Speech  in  favor  of  perpetual  mutiny  bill, 
539. 

Speech  on  finance,  549. 

Indecently  precipitate  in  moving  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  6th  of  Geo.  1.  587. 

Refufes  to  hold  communication  with  minif- 
ters  about  the  fituation  of  Ireland,  ib. 
Debate  thereupon.  Appendix,  No.LXVIII. 
Edward  VI.  his  reign  not  noticed  by  Sir  John 
Davies,  65. 

Progrefs  of  reformation  in  his  reign, 
67. 

His  death,  69. 

Effingham,  Earl  of,  addrefled  by  the  citizens  of 
Dublin  for  refigning  his  command 
on  the  American  war,  440. 

Eledive  Franckije,  Catholics  firft  deprived  of  it 
under  Geo.  II.  263. 

The  difqualifying  claufc  infidioufly 
pafiTed,  269-70. 


Elizabeth 


INDEX. 


Elizabeth,  Queen,  her  acceffion,  72. 

Enforces  the  refprmation,  ib. 

Convenes  a parliament  and  gives  direc- 
tions to  pre-difpofe  members,  73 . 
Reftores  the  reformed  religion,  ib. 
Paffes  feveral  fevere  a61;s,  ib. 

Infults  and  provokes  the  Irifli,  76. 

Sets  forth  a falfe  title  to  the  crown  of 
Ireland,  77. 

Impofes  unconftitutional  tax  upon  the 
Irith,  77. 

Hates  and  is  hated  by  the  Irith,  ib. 
Imprifons  the  lords  of  the  pale,  whore- 
mon (Irate,  78. 

Third  parliament  of  Elizabeth  fliort  and 
tiormy,  80. 

Grants  lands  in  Muntler,  81. 

Propofes  peace  to  the  Irith,  85. 

Grants  a truce  for  fome  months,  ib. 
Unfuccefsful  in  Ireland,  86. 

Irrefolute  in  her  latl  days,  86. 

Her  death  accelerated  % her  Irith  fub- 
je6ts  and  execution  of  EtTex,  87. 
England,  perpetual  enmity  with  Ireland,  36. 
Euglifh,  invaders,  make  fome  lodgments  on  the 
coatt,  29. 

Settlers,  defpotic,  38. 

Self-interefted  and  cruel,  ib. 
ILngliJh  cabinet  alters  the  feptennial  bill  into  oc- 
tennial, hoping  the  Irith  parlia- 
ment would  therefore  rejeft  it, 
they  do  not  objedi  becaufe  they 
wanted  the  bill,  p.  388. 

For  that  reafon  they  reject  the 
judges  bill,  ib. 

Claim  a right  to  tax  Ireland,  428. 
Delay  the  redrefs  of  Irith  griev- 
ance, 484. 

Their  proceedings  again  ft  honor 
and  confcience  (according  to 
Marquis  of  Stafford)  4g8. 
Defend  themfelves  againft  the 
charges  of  negledling  Ireland 
in  1774,  501-2. 

Engti/h  Liflnence  and  aj’ccndancy  eftablitlied  by 
Boulter,  252  to  260. 

Oppofed  by  Tories  and  patriots,  262. 
Puthed  to  excefs  to  the  detriment  of 
Ireland,  265-6. 

Inftances  of  its  prevalence  in  the  Bro- 
derics  and  Lord  Clanricarde’s  cafes, 
272-3. 

How  fupported  by  Boulter  and  Stone, 
367. 

Great  ftretch  of,  in  the  eledtion  of  the 
new  parliament  in  1775,  445. 


EJfex,  Earl  of,  lord  lieutenant,  his  letter  to  Eliza- 
beth, 77. 

EJiates,  refuraption  of,  fruitlefs  grounds  of,  10'. 

F. 

Faith  of  the  Irijh,  the  Roman  Catholic  taught  by 
St.  Patrick,  1 9. 

Faulkland,  Lord,  his  charadter,  115. 

Yields  to  the  king’s  enemies,  26. 
Sacritied  and  recalled,  I16; 

Fenton,  a corrupt  fecretary,  85. 

Fez  of  Tamrah  or  Tarah,  1 5 . 

Fitzpatrick,  fecretary  to  Duke  of  Portland,  his 
fpeech  in  the  Britilh  commons,  690. 
Fox,  Honorable  Charles  James,  his  opinion  of 
the  volunteers,  505. 

Speech  on  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill,  521  to 
to  527. 

Secretary  of  State,  delivers  a metfage  from 
the  throne  relative  to  Ireland,  588. 

His  fpeech  on  Irith  independence,  ib.  and 
602  to  605. 

Refigns  on  the  death  of  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham, 620. 

Fitzwilliam,  Sir  William,  his  government  unjuft 
and  rapacious,  83. 

Falfely  imprifons  Sir  Owen  M'Toole 
and  Sir  John  O’Dogherty,  ib. 
Commit$  other  enormities,  84. 

Flood,  Mr.  fpeech,  12th  06Iober,  1779,  491. 
Deprived  from  oppofing  minifters,  537. 
His  tirft  oppofition  fpeech,  ib. 

Seconds  Grattan’s  motion  againft  perpetual 
mutiny  bill,  539. 

Speech  (hiftorically  inftru6Iive)  on  Poyn- 
ings’  law,  550  to  554,  557. 

Motion  for  his  being  reftored  to  his  place 
rejedled,  615. 

Oppofes  the  fimple  repeal,  6 16,  6 18,  619,. 
620. 

Fojlering  made  treafon  by  ftatute,  14. 

Forfeitures  of  fix  northern  provinces  by  the  flight 
ofTyroneandTyrconnel,  104. 
Fqjler,  Mr.  replies  to  Mr.  Grattan  on  finance,  547 
to  549. 

Free  quarters,  42,  43,  121. 

French  fleet,  intended  for  the  invafion  of  Ireland, 
defeated  by  Hawke,  329. 

Thurot  arrives  off  Ireland,  ib. 

Takes  Carrickfergus,  330. 

Sails  thence,  is  overtaken  by  Captain 
Elliott,  Thurot  is  killed  in  the  ac- 
tion, 3.10. 

The  author  taken  by  Thurot  in  the 
preceding  year,  331. 

Gardiner, 


INDEX. 


G, 

CarclHer  (afterwards  Lord  Monntjoy)  gives  notice 

of  his  bill  in  favor  of  Catholics,  653. 

Speech  in  their  favor,  559. 

Cavellcind,  12. 

What  in  Ireland,  13. 

Geo.  I.  his  accellion,  237. 

His  charadter  and  death,  2G1. 

Geo.  II.  his  acceffion,  2G2. 

Addrelfed  by  the  Catholics,  2G2. 

Againft  penal  laws,  289,  291. 

Poifoned  againft  Lord  Chefterfield,  29O. 

Charadter  and  death,  332. 

Geo,  III.  his  acceflion,  333. 

Addrelfed  by  the  Quakers  and  Catho- 
lics (amongft  others),  334,  and  Ap- 
pendix, No.LXVII. 

Sends  a mefl'age  to  parliament  about 
increafe  of  the  army,  892. 

Sends  a mefl'age  to  the  Irifli  parliament 
for  4000  troops  oft'  their  eftablilh- 
ment  for  America,  and  offers  to  re- 
place them  with  foreign  Proteftants, 
432. 

Sends  a meflage  to  parliament  on  the 
French  alliance  with  America,  45  4-5. 

Sends  a mefl'age  to  Britifli  parliament 
about  Ireland,  588. 

Gcraldives,  firft  rebellion  of,  49. 

Gerald,  Lord,  faved  from  the  fury  of  Plenry  VIIL 

49. 

Reftored  in  blood,  &c.  50. 

Ginchlc,  General,  Limerick  furrenders  to,  192. 

Glamorgan,  Earl  of,  receives  large  powers  from 
the  king,  151-2. 

His  commiflion,  App.  XXVII. 
Charged  with  high  treal'on  by  con- 
trivance of  Ormond,  153. 

Soon  releafed,  ib. 

King’s  letters  to  him,  App.  XXXVII. 

Gold  Mines  in  Ireland,  19. 

Government , Englijh,  oppreflive  on  Ireland,  205. 

Difapproves  of  the  penal  laws  in  Ire- 
land, and  permits  them,  212. 

Bafe  ftiift  to  prevent  them,  ih. 

Ufe  an  Irilh  Ariftocracy  to  debafe  the 
country,  2ig. 

Tardy  and  relubtant  to  confer  benefit 
on  Ireland,  300. 

Imbecility  and  dilatorinefs  of,  192. 

Oppreflfes  Ireland,  37. 

Government,  Irijh,  againft  union  and  concord 
with  England,  36. 

Their  means  of  acquiring  a majority 
in  parliament,  under  Elizabeth,  76. 


Government,  Irijli,  Their  deceit  in  varying  the  re- 
cital of  an  aft  of  parliament  from  the 
aft  itfelf,  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
• throne,  25 1 . 

Swift  demonftrates  it  to  be  bad,  258. 

Bad  under  Boulter,  275-6-7. 

Earl  Clare’s  opinion,  that  it  would  beat 
down  the  moft  powerful  nation  upon 
earth,  307. 

Many  refignations,  &c.  by  the  oppofi- 
tion,  315. 

Reprobated  in  the  Britifli  commons, 

403. 

Mifehievous  elTefts  of  its  corruption, 

404. 

Invidious  provifion  for  tlie  government 
made  in  favor  of  Engliflimen,  6s. 

Goner,  Earl,  (now  Marquis  of  Stafford)  declares 

he  can  no  longer  take  part  with  minif- 

ters,  498. 

Grafton,  Duke  of,  lord  lieutenant,  recommends 
and  forwards  additional  feverities  on 
tlie  Catholics,  251-2. 

Grattan,  his  fpeech,  12th  Oftober,  1779,  on  free 
trade,  &c.  489. 

Ditto  on  his  motion  againft  perpetual 
mutiny  bill,  539. 

Ditto  on  finance,  544  to  547. 

Ditto  in  favor  of  the  Catholics,  57 1. 

Speech  and  addrefs  to  the  throne  on 
their  legiflative  independence,  573  to 
576. 

Speech  on  ditto,  592. 

Addrefs  to  the  throne  upon  faid  fubjeft 
carried  unanimoufly,  394-5-6. 

Oppofes  the  addrefs  to  LordCarlifle,  597. 

His  fpeech  and  addrefs  to  the  throne  on 
legiflative  independence,  after  the 
Duke  of  Portland’s  fpeech,  606  to  6 1 0. 

Received  30,000/.  a patriotic  donation, 
613-4. 

Abufed  by  fome  volunteer  corps  and  in 
the  public  papers,  629. 

Gray,  Lord,  his  treachery  to  the  Geraldines,  49. 
Beheaded  on  Tower-hill,  50. 

Grey,  Lord  Deputy,  recalled  on  account  of  his 

oppreflions,  79. 

Gymnajlk  exercifes  encouraged  by  the  Irilh,  1 8. 

H. 

Habeas  Corpus  A&  moved  for  by  Mr.  Bradftreet, 
632. 

Halifax,  lord  lieutenant,  falary  raifed  to  1 6,000/. 
per  annum,  345. 

His  fpeech  on  the  White  Boys,  346. 

Recalled  to  be  fecretaiy  of  ftate,  354. 

Harcoiirt, 


/ 
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Ilarcoiirf,  Lord  Lieutenant^  fucceeds  LordTown- 
fliend,  eal'y  in  his  temper^  finds  all 
done  as  to  parliament  intereft,  418. 

Temporizing  meafures  of  ftaliug  griev- 
ances through  the  fpeaker,  and  rea- 
fons  for  it,  4-20. 

At  firll  popular,  till  he  too  glaringly 
followed  up  the  fyftem  of  I.ord 
Townfliend,  422. 

Difpofed  to  favor  the  Catholics,  42r). 

His  condudt  as  to  the  4000  men  fent  to 
America  cenfured  in  the  Britifh com- 
mons, but  negatived,  441-2-3-4. 

Heart  o f Steel  Boys,  who,  346-7. 

Henry  II.  accepts  of  Dermod’s  propofal,  28. 

Gives  letters  of  fervice  for  the  Irifh  ex- 
pedition, ill. 

Goes  over  to  Ireland,  29. 

The  Irifii  chiefs  fubmit  to  him,  30. 

Makes  the  peace  of  Windfor,  3i . 

Offers  Englifh  law  to  the  Irilh,  and  de- 
ceives them,  33. 

Prodigal  grants  to  his  Normans,  34. 

Henry  VIII.  odious  to  the  Irilh,  48. 

Provokes  the  Geraldines  to  rebellion, 

49- 

State  of  the  country  laid  before  him,  5 1 

Bent  on  the  reformation,  52. 

Convenes  his  parliament,  54. 

Procures  all  the  Englith  a6ls  of  refor- 
mation to  be  paffed  in  Ireland,  54. 

Suppreffes  forae  monafleries,  ib. 

Enabled  to  devife  the  crown,  55. 

The  lands  of  Duke  of  Norfolk  and 
other  abfentees  vefted  in  crown,  55. 

Adopts  a fyftem  of  conciliation,  61. 

Creates  new  titles,  &c.  62. 

Changes  the  title  of  Lord  into  that  of 
of  Ireland,  62. 

Is  attended  by  Irilh  to  the  fiege  of 
Boulogne,  65. 

Coins  bafe  money,  65. 

Heraldry,  Earlieft  hiftorical  trace  of,  in  Ireland, 
15. 

Hilljborough,  Earl  of,  a Britilh  minifter,  confents 
to  Lord  Shelburne’s  motion  for 
free  trade,  496. 

llijlory  of  Ireland,  great  caution  in  authenticating 
it,  16. 

Proofs  of  its  antiquity  and  truth,  ib. 

Writers  and  compilers  of,  1 6. 

Private  bards  and  hiftorians  caufe  of 
much  fable,  1 7 . 

Mifreprefented  by  Englifti  writers. 

Holmes  fpeaks  in  favor  of  toleration,  55fi. 

Hojoitality  of  the  Irijli,  21. 

VoL.  I. 


Hoiife  ()f  Commons,  E?igll/b,  unanimousforirifli  in- 
dependence on  Mr.  Fox’s  motion,  605. 

Honfe  of  Co7n?)ions,  Irijh,  how  conftituted  under 
Elizabeth,  74. 

Conteft  for  the  chair,  ib.  109. 

Their  remonftrance  againft  Wentworth, 
128,  and  Appendix,  No.  XXL 

Strong  refolutions  againft  the  Engliflt 
parliament,  200. 

Infills  on  their  right  of  originating  mo- 
ney bills,  20 1 . 

Refolutions  againft  vacating  feats  to 
avoid  voting  for  odious  mealures,  2 1 1 . 

Congratulate  Ann  on  the  Union  with 
Scotland,  21 9. 

On  fame  day  addrefs  the  lieutenant  for 
further  penal  laws  againft  Catholics, 
ib. 

Whigs  retain  a majority  againft  the  Tory 
adminiftration,  223. 

Conjplained  of  by  the  peers,  22 1 . 

Addrefs  the  queen  againft  Chancellor 
Phipps,  228. 

Addrefs  George  I.  to  difmifs  Lord  An- 
glefey,  238. 

Refolutions  of,  againft  Catholics,  252-3. 

Say  that  Catholic  forfeitures  are  the 
ground  of  Proteftant  loyalty,  274. 

Refolutions  of  a committee  againft  the 
reverfal  of  any  attainder  paffed  in 
1641  or  1688,  288. 

At  ilfue  with  the  Britifh  cabinet  about 
the  appropriation  of  the  revenue,  308. 

Their  proceeding  againft  M'Neville,  a 
notorious  embezzler,  309. 

Their  refolutions  againft  penlions,  3 IS. 

Queftion  for  tranfmitting  thefe  refolu- 
tions carried  by  the  patriots,  3 1 9. 

Heads  of  their  feptennial  bill  refufed  to 
be  prefented  in  order  to  be  tranfmitted, 
352. 

Refolutions  againft  thofe  of  the  citizens 
of  Dublin  on  feptennial  bill,  354. 

After  having  voted  penfions  a grievance 
they  put  off  the  enquiry  into  them, 
359. 

Addrefs  tlie  king  on  the  penfion  lift,  360. 

Infidelity  in  their  Journals,  366,  380. 

Addrefs  the  king  on  the  feptennial  bill, 

377. 

King’s  anfwer  not  reliftied,  378. 

Pafs  two  patriotic  bills,  that  were  not 
returned,  S78. 

Carry  a refolution  in  favor  of  their  own 
right  to  originate  money  bills  againft 
the  cabinet,  396-7. 


Ilonfe 
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Iloufe  of  Commons,  Irifi,  The  queftion  carried  by 
a majority  of  nine,  398. 

Order  the  Public  Advertizer  to  be  burn- 
ed by  the  common  hangman  for  li- 
belling their  parliament,  Sgq. 

Addrefs  Lord  Harcourt  againft  the  pro- 
pofal  of  introducing  foreign  troops, 
433. 

Move  an  addrefs  to  Lord  Harcourt,  43  7 . 

Ditto  to  the  crown  upon  all  their  griev- 
ances, negatived,  450-1-2-3-4. 

Grattan,  Mr.  propofesan  amendment  to 
the  addrefs  in  1779,  489-90. 

Amendment  for  a free  trade  propofed 
by  Mr.  HulTey  Burgh,  carried,  491. 

Addrefs  the  crown  for  a free  trade,  493. 

Pafs  a fix  months  money-bill,  flrong 
refolutions  in  favor  of  free  trade,  506. 

Their  verfatility  after  Lord  Carlifle  had 
refigned  on  legiflative  independence, 
596. 

Vote  of  50,000/.  to  Mr.  Grattan,  6 14 

Hutchinfon,  Hely,  his  ftatement  of  the  low  ftate 
of  credit  in  1760,  334. 

Secretary  of  ftate  fpeaks  for  legiflative 
independence,  and  particularly  com- 
mends Mr.  Grattan,  691. 

J. 

Jacobites,  regiments  of  Irifh  and  Scots  in  the 
French  fervice,  292. 

James  I.  boafts  of  his  defeent  from  the  Irifli  Dy- 
nafty,  7, 

His  accetfion  to  the  throne  of  England 
and  Ireland,  88. 

His  a6t  of  oblivion  and  grace,  99. 

Aft  of  commilfion  of  grace  by  which 
the  king  took  furrenders  of  Irifh  te- 
nures and  granted  frelh  grants  on 
Englifti  tenures,  100. 

Political  reafons  therefore,  ib. 

His  charafter,  101. 

His  proclamations  for  the  obfervance  of 
the  aft  of  uniformity,  102. 

Palliating  proclamation  for  Tyrone  and 
Tyrconnel’s  rebellion.  Appendix,  No. 
XIV. 

Mifreprefented  by  Hume,  107. 

Diflikes  the  Irifh  as  Papifts,  1O8. 

Creates  forty  new  boroughs  for  packing 
a majority,  109. 

Refers  the  parliamentary  difputes  to  the 
Englifli  privy  council,  1 1 0. 

Imprifons  Catholic  remonftrants,  ill. 

Encourages  informers  to  ferutinize  an-- 
cient  titles,  ib. 


James  I.  His  infulting  and  cruel  con duft  to  the 
Catholic  remonftrants.  111. 

The  remonftrance  of  divers  lords  of  the 
pale  to  James,  Appendix,  No.  XVI. 

His  fpeech  to  the  lords  of  the  council. 
Appendix,  XVII. 

Cruelties,  abufes,  and  oppreflions,  by 
which  he  eftranged  the  affeftions  of 
the  Irifli,  112. 

James  II.  comes  to  the  throne,  177. 

Orders  Clarendon  to  declare  he  had  no 
intention  of  altering  the  aft  of  fettle- 
ment,  178. 

Abdicates  the  throne  of  England, 

Refufes  foreign  fuccours  from  Louis  XIV, 
to  recover  his  kingdom,  183. 

Received  in  Dublin  as  king,  184. 

Ilfues  feveral  proclamations  and  con- 
venes a parliament,  ib. 

Lifts  of  members,  titles  of  afts,  &c. 
Appendix,  No.  XLIV. 

His  conduft  with  reference  to  Ireland, 
186. 

Diflikes  and  difliked  by  the  Irifh,  188. 

His  charafter,  ib.  191. 

Impofed  on  by  Tyrconnel,  ib. 

Forced  by  the  Irifh  to  aft  againft  his 
own  will,  1 89-90. 

PaflTes  an  aft  for  encouraging  an  Irifh 
navy,  190. 

His  cowardice  and  mifeonduft  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne  and  flight  to 
France,  192. 

Inckiquin,  Earl  of,  rebels  againft  the  king,  takes 
a commiflion  from  the  parliament, 
and  commits  barbarities  in  Munfter, 

147. 

Openly  rebels,  157. 

Indepettdence , legiflative.  Public  thankfgiving  for, 
614. 

Infurreflions,  Northern  as  much  Proteftant  as 
thofe  in  Munfter  Popifh,  355. 
Enquiry  into  the  caufes  of  them  nega- 
tived by  the  court  party,  355. 
Ineffeftual  report  upon  them,  356. 

Invaflon  of  Ireland  fuccefsful,  29. 

Threat  of,  affefts  public  credit,  323. 

Account  of  it  by  Thurot,  382. 

Jones,  rebel  general,  defeats  Ormond  at  Raith- 

mines,  161. 

Journals,  Commons,  unfaithful  in  omitting  entries 
concerning  Catholics,  366. 

Ditto  in  fupprefling  alterations  made  in 
England,  380. 

Of  peers  make  no  mention  of  fpeaker’s 
fpeech  to  Lord  Townfliend,  400,  Ap- 
pendix, No.  LXI. 


Ireland. 
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Ireland,  antiquity  of,  6, 

Acknowledged  at  the  council  of  Con- 
flance,  22. 

Defcribed  by  Sir  John  Davies,  3. 

Bogs  and  mines  of,  18. 

Confequence  of,  allowed  at  the  council 
of  Conftance,  2 1 , 

Not  let  into  the  former  principles  of  our 
conftitution,  244. 

State  and  grounds  of  parties  there  in  days 
of  Geo.  I.  257-8. 

Low  ftate  of  her  finance,  334,  492. 

Irijh,  their  charaSer,  by  Leland,  5. 

Modern  inftances  of  their  bravery,  29O-I-2. 
Afl’ume  a national  intereft,  301 . 

Their  acrimony  againfl  the  Englith,  32,  85. 
A Phoenician  colony,  7. 

Under  Milefius  whence  theMilefian  race,  8. 
Antiquity  of  their  language,  7. 
Carthaginian  or  Phoenician,  ib. 

Examples  from  Plautus,  ib. 

Their  fujferings, 

Reputed  enemies  and  outlaws,  3g. 

No  felony  to  kill  them,  ib. 

Liable  to  be  killed  by  the  Englifli  without 
trial  on  bare  fufpicion,  40. 

Oppreflive  ftatutes  of  Kilkenny,  4 l. 

Coigne  and  Livery,  42-3. 

From  Englifli  oppreflion  and  Irilh  falfliood, 
44. 

Their  calamities  under  16  Englifli  monarchs, 
45. 

Lift  of  grievances  fubmitted  to  Henry  VIII. 
5 1. 

Their  grievances  under  Elizabeth,  72. 
Almoft  exterminated  by  war,  famine,  and 
peftileuce,  86. 

From  want  of  corn,  money,  and  labour, 
266-7. 

Emigrations  on  thefe  grounds  from  the 
North — all  from  Proteftants,  276. 

Pitiful  ftate  of,  in  1763-4,  358. 

Addrefs  on  their  grievances  negatived,  374. 
From  famine  and  fcarcity  of  cafli,  379. 
Low  and  difeon tented  ftate  of,  430. 
Deplorable  ftate  of  diftrefs  in  1777,  449. 
Another  fpeech  thereupon  from  the  fpeaker, 
ib. 

Set  forth  by  Lord  Nugent,  47 1 . 

Triennial  aflemblies  at  Tarah,  15. 

St.  Patrick,  a member,  1 9. 

Their  learning  and  hofpitality,  2 1 . 

Their  fondnefs  for  juftice,  22. 

Enemies  to  the  Englilh,  44. 

Their  religion,  what,  1 1. 

No  caufe  of  their  national  prejudice,  ib. 
\'eneralion  for  the  miniflers  of,  ib. 


Irijh,  Roman  Catholic  religion,  taught  by  St.  Pa- 
trick, 19. 

Not  the  caufe  of  their  difunion,  25. 

Their  fubmiflion  to  Rome,  27. 

Adverfe  to  the  reformation,  67. 

Not  the  caufe  of  Tyrone’s  rebellion,  87. 

Made  a pretext  and  inftrument  of  warfare, 
87. 

Suffer  on  this  account,  107. 

Opprefled  by  the  Englifli  government,  on 
account  of  it,  205. 

Severely  puniflied  for  it  by  Ann,  211. 

Their  conftitution  ancient,  g. 

Hiftory,  their  modern,  falfified  by  all  Eug- 
lifli  writers,  according  toWarner,  1 13-14. 

Their  honours  eleftive,  9,  10. 

Their  loyalty  in  reje6ting  the  offers  of  French 
fuccour  made  by  the  Biftiop  of  Valence, 
65. 

Their  loyalty  to  Charles  I.  produ£tive  of  an 
order  from  parliament  to  give  no  quarter 
to  any  Iriftiman  born,  147. 

Their  loyalty  to  James  II.  1 87-89-90. 

Deferted  by  their  king  at  the  Boyne,  129. 

Not  an  arm  raifed  in  favor  of  the  Stuarts  in 
Ireland  fince  the  acceflion  of  the  Brunf- 
wick  family,  210. 

In  the  year  1715,  239. 

Prevents  being  even  attempted  by  Ormond, 
250. 

Afferted  by  Duke  of  Dorfet,  284. 

Vouched  for  by  Stone  and  Marlay,  294. 

Ditto  by  Mr.  Burke,  468. 

Their  warlike  inftruments,  7. 

Their  mode  of  warfare  under  Henry  VIII. 
65. 

Their  prejudices,  8,  9. 

Inftances  and  reafons  of  their  family  pride,  ib. 

Force  of  national  prejudices,  lO. 

Againfl:  trade,  ib. 

Mutual  religious  prejudices,  108. 

Their  ancient  conftitution,  8,  9. 

Of  Tanneftry  and  Gavelkind,  12. 

Effedls  thereof  on  the  ignorant,  ib. 

Benefits  to  their  fiflieries  and  commerce 
propofed  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, 431. 

Debates  in  Britifh  parliament  concerning 
trade,  &c.  470  to  484. 

Jujlices,  Lords,  Chancellor  Ely  and  Earl  of  Cork 
perfecute  the  Catholics,  and  are  com- 
mended by  Charles  I.  117. 

Borlafe  and  Parfons,  even  againfl:  the 
royal  wifhes,  perfecute  the  Catholics 
with  unrelenting  feverity,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  directions  of  the  par- 
liamentarians, 132. 
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Jujlices, 
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Jiijiices,  Lords,  publifli  a falfe  and  malicious  pro- 
clamation that  all  Irifli  Papifts  had  re- 
belled, 136. 

Qualified  after  the  remonflrance  of  the 
lords  of  the  pale,  137. 

Aft  under  the  parliamentarians,  139. 

Sir  John  Borlafe  and  Sir  Henry  Tich- 
borne,  143. 

Charafter  of  Sir  H.  Tichborne,  144. 
Lord  Capel,  Sir  Cecil  Wyche,  and  Mr. 
Buncombe,  201 . 

The  firft,  a pliant  courtier,  wormed  out 
the  others,  who  were  firm  to  their 
country,  ib. 

Duke  of  Grafton  and  Earl  of  Galway,240. 
Reprefent  the  Catholics  as  the  common 
enemy,  and  require  the  laws  to  be  ex- 
ecuted flriftly,  ib. 

Stop  the  Catholics’  addrefs  to  Geo.  II. 
262. 

Lord  Chancellor  Jocelyn,  Earls  of  Kil- 
dare and  Befbrough,  316. 

K. 

Kildare,  Earl  of,  lieutenant  under  Hen.  VIII.  48. 
Obnoxious  to  the  king,  ib. 

Wolfey  feeks  his  life,  ib. 

His  fon  and  five  uncles  treacheroufly 
taken  and  beheaded,  49. 

His  younger  fon  efcaped,  and  cdueated 
by  Cardinal  Pole,  50. 

Died  of  grief  in  prifon,  ib. 

Attainted  by  parliament,  56. 

Prefeats  a fpirited  memorial  to  Geo.  II. 

about  his  country,  3 13. 

The  memorial.  Appendix,  No.  LXVIII. 
Kilkenny,  flatutes  of, 

Confederates  of,  141. 

Coal  of,  4 1 7 . 

King's  County  (Leix)  made  a fhire,  70. 

King,  Dr.  his  work  againft  the  Catholics,  177. 

Guilty  of  grofs  fallity,  183. 

Kings  of  all  Ireland,  8-9. 

Meath,  their  appanage,  9. 

His  revenues,  ib. 

Eleftive  within  their  fepts,  ib. 

The  fucceffor  elefted  during  the  life  of  the 
reigning  monarch,  lO. 

Lordjhip  converted,  into  Kingdom,  62:. 
Provincial  kings  of  Ireland,  10. 

Subjeft  to  the  monarch,  1 1 . 

Petty,  of  Ireland,  8-9. 

Offaly,  Limerick,  Cork,  &c.  10. 

Subjedf  to  their  provincials,  1 1 . 

Had  all  their  ftate  officers,  12. 

Submit  to  Henry  II.  30. 

Knighthood,  very  ancient  in  Ireland,  9. 


L. 

Langrijhe,  Sir  Hercules,  fpeaks  for  Catholics,  560.. 
Land  Owners  in  Ireland  defpotic,  325. 

Lanfdowne,  Marquis  of,  formerly  Earl  Shelburne, 
fpeech  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Peers,  477-8-9,  484. 

Speech  and  motion  againft  minifters 
for  refuting  a free  trade  to  Ireland, 
&c.  iftDecember  1779,49310496. 
His  motion  in  favor  of  free  trade,507. 
His  fpeech  in  favor  of  Irifli  indepen- 
dence, 599  to  601 . 

The  Shelburne  adminiftration,  620-1 . 
Laws,  Brehon,  22. 

Englifh,  received  by  thelrifh  at  the  coun- 
cil of  Lifmore,  33. 

Penal.  Vide  Catholics,  Elizabeth,  James,, 

, Irijh,  See. 

Of  Poynings,  616,  See. 

Learning  of  the  Irifti,  2 1 . 

Leitrim  finds  for  the  king  under  Wentworth’s  in- 
quifition,  125. 

Leix,  a county  made  a fliire,  70. 

Leland,  Dr.  avows  difficulty  of  writing  Irifh  hif- 
tory,  1,2. 

Lejly,  Dr.  his  anfwerto  Dr.  King,  177. 

His  impartial  opinion  of  James  II.  180. 
Anecdotes  of  James  II.  favoring  Protef- 
tants,  191. 

Liberty,  Civil,  progrefs  of  it  in  Ireland,  from  1688 
to  1782,  389  to  39 1. 

Limerick,  furrenderand  articles  of,  192.  and  Ap- 
pendix, No.  XLIX. 

Immediately  violated,  196. 

Recognized  by  theEnglifh  aft  of  SWil- 
liam  and  Mary,  c.  1 1 . 

Confirmed  (or  rather  abridged)  by  Irifli 
parliament,  203, 

Petitions  againft  the  aft  rejefted,  ih. 
Somecomprifed  in  them  petition  againft 
the  aft  of  Ann,  heard  by  council, 
212-3. 

Arguments  of  council,  411. 

Litcnalurc,  ancient  ftate  of,  20. 

Ireland,  chief  feat  of  learning  from 
the  5th  to  the  9th  century,  ib. 
Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  eftablifhed  in 
Ireland  by  proclamation,  67. 
London-Derry,  Citizens  of  London  obtain  grant, 
and  re’ouild  Derry,  1 06. 

Lucas,  ftarts  upon  the  right  of  Dublin  eleftion,301 
Elis  profeffion  of  political  faith.  Appendix, 
No.  LVII. 

Profecuted  j flies  Ireland;  hischarafter,3l4. 
Returned  member  for  the  city,  and  heads 
the  patriots  in  moving  for  fliortening  du- 
ration of  parliaments,.  352. 

Lucas, 
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Tjitcas,  Brings  in  heads  of  a feptennial  bill,  S52. 

Brings  in  two  other  bills  for  better  fecur- 
ing  the  freedom  of  parliament  5 fails  in 
all,  ib. 

Strongly  oppofes  the  difpenfing  power  in 
the  crown  with  confent  of  the  Englifli 
cabinet,  381. 

His  principles,  charafter,  and  death,  381- 
2-3-4,  415, 

M. 

Maanahon,  unjufily  put  to  death  by  Sir  William 
Fitzwilliam,  84. 

Mary,  Queen,  her  accelfion,  69. 

Reftores  Catholic  religion,  ib. 

Irifli  diffatisfied  with  her  government,  71. 
Mafun,  Mr.  Monk,  introduces  a bill  to  enable 
Catholics  to  place  money  on  mortgage, 
negatived  by  a large  majority,  369. 
MaJJacrc,  inhuman,  of  foreign  troops  at  Smer- 
wick  under  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  79. 
In  1641,  begun  by  murdering  3000 
men,  women,  andchildren  in  Magee, 

137. 

Meath,  County  of,  appanage  of  the  Irilli  mo- 
narch, g. 

Divided  into  two  counties,  63. 

Middleton,  Lord,  feconds  Lord  Oflbry’s  motion 
in  Britilb  Houfe  of  Commons,  6th  De- 
cember, 1779, 500-1. 

Military Ejtablijhment,  abufes  of  in  1764,  359, 394. 
Milefius,  head  of  the  firft  Phoenician  colony  in 
Ireland,  8. 

His  three  fons,  ib. 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  monarchs  of 
his  race,  ib. 

Monarchs  of  his  race  for  2 140  years,  9. 
Molinciix,  the  firlt  Proteftant  Irilh  patriot,  his 
book  condemned  by  the  Englilb  parlia- 
ment, 203. 

Monroe,  rebels  againll  the  king,  147. 

Monntjoy,  Lord,  prudently  takes  upon  himfelf  to 
make  peace  with  Tyrone,  86. 
Marches  an  army  into  Munftcr  to 
check  the  open  exercife  of  religion,9  8 . 
Mines,  Ireland  fuperabounds  with  them,  19. 
Minijlers  of  England.  Vide  Englijli  Cabinet. 
Money  Bills,  right  of  originating  them  in  the 
Commons,  396. 

Munfler,  Province  of,  planted  by  Elizabeth,  81. 

Sir  Richard,  cenfures  the  author,  4. 
Difclaiined  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  5. 
Mafic,  Irilh  fond  of,  17. 

Cambrenfis  and  Geminiani  give  teftimony 
of  their  tafte  for  it,  18. 

National,  praifed  by  great  mailers,  ib. 


Mutiny  Bill,  perpetual,  palfed,  516. 

Gives  great  difeontent,  ib. 
Refolutions  againft  it,  517. 

Mr.  Fox’s  fpeech  upon  it,  521  to 
527. 

N. 

Naturalization,  general  a£t  of,  offered  by  Ed- 
ward III.  and  refufed  by  the 
Iridi  government,  36. 

Nation,  Hate  of,  fet  forth  in  Mr.  Pery’s  motion' 
on  penfion  lift,  363-4-5. 

Set  forth  in  an  addrefs  to  the  crown, 
which  was  negatived  in  the  Commons, 

407. 

Nerury,  petitions  againft  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill 
and  the  fugar  duty  bill,  5 1 6. 

News-Papers,  Freeman’s  Journal  and  Hibernian,. 
39 1. 

Cenfured  by  parliament,  5 17. 
North,  Lord,  difpofed  to  relax  the  penal  laws, 
426,  458. 

Charged  with  grofsnegledl  of  Ireland,S02, 
Speech  on  Irilh  trade,  507  to  512. 
Downfall  of  his  adminiftration,  581. 
Northumberland,  Earl  of,  fucceeds  Lord  Halifax, 
354. 

His  fpeech  from  the  throne  in 
1763,  355. 

Nugent,  Earl,  fpeaks  ftrongly  in  favor  of  the 
commerce  of  his  country  in  the  Bri- 
tilli  Houfe  of  Commons,  459. 
Supports  the  intereft  of  Ireland  in  the 
Britilli  Houfe  of  Commons,  474. 

O. 

Oak  Boys,  who,  346. 

O'Connor,  Roderick,  monarch  of  Milelian  race, 
1 166,  26. 

Makes  peace  with  Henry  II.  3 1 . 
Charles,  of  Ballinagare,  his  counter  ap- 
peal againft  Cox  and  Lucas,  302. 

His  letter  to  Curry  about  Catholics,  320 
Correfpondence  about  Catholics,  322. 
October  Club,  who,  23 1 . 

O' TJogherty , Sir  John,  falfely  imprifoned  by  Sir 
William  Fitzwilliam,  83. 

O'Donnel,  who  had  been  in  rebellion,  accompa- 
nies Lord  Mountjoy  to  James’s  Court, 
and  is  created  Earl  of  Tyrconnel,  97. 
Ollani  Fodlah,  favorite  Irilh  monarch,  15. 

Offaly,  a county  made  an  Englifli  Ihire,  70. 
O'Nial,  or  O'Neil,  and  others  I'olicit  French  fuc* 
cours,  65. 

Infurre6tion  of  John,  73. 

Murdered  at  a banquet,  74. 


O'Nial, 
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O'Kial,  Aft  of  attainder  of  Shane  O’Neil,  and 
for  extinguithing  the  name  of  O’Neil, 
76. 

Phelira,  forged  the  king's  commitTion, 
l6i. 

Tempted  by  the  regicides  to  acknow- 
ledge it  genuine,  and  refufes,  is  exe- 
cuted, 162. 

Mr.  O’Neil  moves  a vote  of  thanks  to 
the  volunteers,  530. 

Orange  Men,  different  from  Whigs,  I99. 

Ordinances,  proclamation  of,  for  the  government 
of  parts  out  of  the  pale,  64, 

O'Ruarke,  King  of  Breffny,  26. 

Driven  into  rebellion  by  Sir  William 
Fitzwilliam,  fled  to  Scotland,  deli- 
vered up,  and  executed  in  London,  83. 

O'Toole,  Sir  Owen,  falfely  imprifoned  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fitzwilliam,  ib. 

Ormond,  Earl  of,  devaftates  twenty-five  miles  in 
length,  and  fevcnteen  in  breadth,  of 
the  pale,  139. 

Commiflion  to  Ormond  and  otliers  to 
meet  the  confederates  in  1672. 

His  charafter,  142. 

His  maffacre  in  cold  blood,  ib. 

Obeys  the  parliamentarian  committee, 
and  marches  to  Rofs  with  five  thou- 
fand  men,  ib. 

Commanded  by  the  king  to  negociate 
one  year’s  ceffation  of  arms,  ib. 
Vindiftive  and  cruel  to  his  countrymen, 
and  difobedient  to  the  king,  143. 
Refifts  the  ceffation  againft  the  will  of 
the  king,  144. 

Encourages  the  covenant,  147. 

His  inveteracy  to  the  Catholics  makes 
him  difobedient  to  his  fovereign,  147- 

8-9. 

Treats  with  the  Scots  to  join  them 
againft  the  confederates,  151. 

Refufes  to  lead  the  Catholics  againft  the 
parliamentarians,  154. 

Profefl’es  his  partiality  for  the  latter,  ib. 
Delivers  fword,caftle,8rc.tothe  rebels,i6. 
Settles  the  price  of  his  treachery,  155. 
Commended  by  the  Irifh  parliament,  ib. 
Compelled  to  quit  fooner  than  he  had 
ftipulated,  and  go  to  England,  ib. 
Reads  a forged  letter  to  the  loyal  Aider- 
man  Smith,  lord  mayor  of  Dublin,  to 
induce  him  to  give  up  tlie  city  fword, 
155. 

Diffimulates  and  heads  the  Catholics,!  5 7 
Defers  the  peace,  and  treats  with  the 
rebel  Inchiquin,  157. 

Concludes  peace  only  about  a fortnight 
before  Charles’s  death,  ib. 


Ormond,  Boafts  of  delaying  the  peace,  158. 

Avows  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics  to 
the  laft,  ib. 

Proclaims  Charles  II.  atYoughall,  159. 
Shamefully  defeated  at  Rathmines  by 
Jones,  160. 

Encourages  Charles  II.  to  take  the  co- 
venant, 161. 

Scandalous  mifconduft  of,  162. 
Surrenders  his  powers  to  Lord  Clan- 
ricarde  toolate  to  do  good,  165. 
When  out  of  danger,  encourages  appli- 
cation for  fuccour  even  to  the  Pope,/fi. 
Difobeys  Charles  II.’s  commands  as  to 
the  Catholics,  172. 

Duke  of,  injures  his  Catholic  country- 
men by  the  afts  of  fettlement  and  ex- 
planation and  the  courts  of  claims,i73. 
He  gained  immenfely  by  the  rebellion, 
175. 

Supplanted  by  Buckingham,  ib. 

Recalled  and  confirmed  in  office,  176. 
Second  Duke  of,  grandfon,  furthers  the 
aft  of  Ann,  214. 

10,000^.  on  his  head,  and  attainted  for 
adhering  to  apopifh  pretender, 2 15-6. 
Dares  not  attempt  to  feduce  his  tenants, 
or  any  of  thelrifliin  hisrebeHion,217. 
Heads  an  expedition  in  favor  of  Pre- 
tender from  Spain  againft  Great  Bri- 
tain, 249,  250. 

Attempts  not  Ireland,  ib. 

Orrery,  Earl  of,  (Lord  Broghill)  manner  of  going 
over  to  Cromwell,  l63. 

Returns  to  Charles  II.  made  earl  and  one 
of  the  lords  juftices,  170. 

Ojfory,  Upper,  Earl  of,  his  fpeech  and  motion  in 
Britith  Commons  againft  minifters  for 
their  negleft  of  Ireland  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1779,  499,  500. 

Makes  a motion  in  favor  of  free  trade, 
507. 

Oxford,  headoftheToriesat  the  death  of  Ann,  237. 

P. 

Pale,  what,  34. 

Englith  power,  civil  and  ecclefiaftical,  con- 
fined to  it,  35. 

Reduced  to  20  miles  round  Dublin,  51,  63. 

Pamphlets,  the  public  mind  kept  in  agitation  by 
them,  519. 

Parliament,  Englijh,  legiflates  for  Ireland,  197, 
229. 

Inconfiftent  in  not  applying  revolu- 
tionary principles  to  Ireland,  204. 
At  iflfue  with  that  of  Ireland  on  Mo- 
^ lyneux’s  book,  205. 

Parliament, 
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rarUamenf,  Englijh,  Its  interference  with  that  of 
Ireland,  206. 

Houfe  of  Commons  motion  about  the 
extraordinary  prorogation  of  Irilli 
parliament,  402. 

Confider  the  diftretfed  Hate  of  Ireland 
in  the  year  1778, 470  to  484. 

Pafs  fome  unimportant  adts  relative 
to  Ireland,  484. 

Grattan’s  motion  for  its  independence, 
613. 

Prorogued  on  2d  Sept.  1780,  51 9. 
Tarliammt,  Trijh,  pafles  all  the  adts  of  reforma- 
tion as  in  England,  64. 

Supprefles  fome  monafteries,  ib. 

Pall'es  all  the  infamous  adts  as  in  Eng- 
land concerning  Queen  Catharine, 
Elizabeth,  and  the  king’s  power  of 
deviling  the  crown,  55. 

Adt  againtt  prodtors  being  members 
of,  57. 

Makes  it  treafon  to  oppofe  any  of  the 
late  adts,  ib. 

Paffes  feveral  falutary  laws  about  elec- 
tions, &c.  62. 

Adt  eredting  Ireland  into  a kingdom, 
publilhed  by  proclamation,  ib. 

Writs  ilfued  to  ten  counties  by  Eli- 
zabeth, 73. 

Firft  of  Elizabeth  lafts  but  one  month, 
74. 

Second  parliament  convened,  75. 

Its  illegal  conftitution,  77. 

Short  and  turbulent  parliament  of 
Elizabeth,  80. 

Parliament  managed  by  Chichefter, 

109. 

How  marlhalled  by  Wentworth,  122, 
127. 

That  parliament  which  made  the  fet- 
tlement  how  conftituted,  170. 

Under  James  II.  I89. 

Acts  of,  App.  No.XLVI.  andXLVII. 

Had  been  none  (except  James  II.)  for 
26  years,  till  Lord  Sydney  con- 
vened it  in  1693,  199. 

Conteft  with  the  Englilh  parliament, 
202. 

Recognize  Geo.  I.  237. 

Puts  a price  of  50,000/.  on  Preten- 
der’s head,  and  attaints  Duke  of 
Ormond,  ib. 

Their  bill  againft  the  Catholics,  and 
for  caftrating  their  priefts  flopped 
in  England,  254. 

All  who  oppofed  the  minifler  under 
Stone  difmilTed,  312. 


Parliament,  Irijh,  MetTage  about  French  inva- 
lion,  323. 

Motion  for  thortening  duration  of,352. 
Two  bills  for  fecuring  its  freedom 
brought  in  by  Dr.  Lucas;  lofl,  ib. 
Octennial,  eflablithed,  388. 
Unconflitutionally  prorogued  by  Lord 
Townthend,  402. 

Unconflitutional  act  for  trying  of- 
fenders out  of  their  counties, 
brought  in  by  Lord  Townthend, 
4 1 2-3-4. 

Firfl  octennial  parliament  diflblved  in 
four  years,  441. 

Grattan’s  motion  for  legillative  inde- 
pendence negatived  by  a majority 
of  61,  579- 

Parfons,  Sir  William,  indicted  for  high  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors,  143. 

Patrick,  St.  Sent  to  Ireland  by  Pope  Celeflin  to 
preach,  19. 

Called  to  be  a member  of  the  conven- 
tion at  Tarah,  ib. 

Elected  one  of  the  committee  of  nine, 
to  reform  and  authenticate  hiflory,  ib. 
Patriots,  who,  under  Geo.  I.  258. 

Carry  an  important  queflion  on  money 
bills,  281. 

Their  caufe  advanced  by  the  popularity 
of  Lucas,  and  the  conviction  of  Ne- 
ville, 309. 

Their  majority  of  5 on  the  money  bill, 
- 311. 

Their  triumph  publicly  celebrated,  3 1 2. 
Many  of  them  recreant  from  their  prin- 
ciples, 3)6,  535. 

Decline  in  number,  outvoted  on  tlig 
feptennial  bill  by  52,  35  2. 

Several  of  them  gained  over  by  Primate 
Stone,  ib. 

Failed  in  their  motion  againfl  penfions, 
356. 

Re-attack  the  penfion  lifl,  372. 

Fall  off  in  numbers,  374. 

At  ilfue  with  the  court  party,  376-7-8. 
Strong  addrefs  of  theirs  negatived,  376. 
A moderate  one  carried  by  two  voices, 

377. 

Obfervations  on  them,  394. 

Object  to  fending  out  troops  to  Ame- 
rica, but  fail,  433. 

Succeed  in  rejecting  the  foreigners. 
Move  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  and  lord 
lieutenant,  expreflive  of  the  extreme 
diflrefsof  the  nation,  434  to  439. 
Peace  ofWindJhr,  gi.  and  Appendix,  No.  11. 

Peers, 
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Peers,  EngH/Ji,  unanimous  for  Iriflr  legiflative  in- 
dependence (except  Lord  Loughboro- 
rough,  now  Lord  RolTelyn)  602. 

Peers,  Irijh  Hoiije  of,  wilii  for  an  Union,  2IG. 

Thank  Duke  of  Ormond  for  getting  the  aft 
to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  Popery 
palfed,  ib. 

Tories  have  a majority  here,  223. 

Violent  addrefs  againft  the  commons,  224. 

Addrefs  the  queen  in  favor  of  Chancellor 
Phipps,  232. 

Difpute  upon  appellant  jurifdiftion  with 
Britifh  peers,  244  to  249. 

Proceedings  of,  concerning  Lord  Town- 
fliend’s  adminiftration,  410. 

■Proteft  of  fixteen  peers,  ib.  and  other  pro- 
tefts.  Appendix,  LXII. 

Abufe  of  the  Irifh  peerage  by  granting  it 
to  Scots,  &c.  (Lord  Macdonald)  447. 

Pembroke,  Earl  of,  lord  lieutenant  in  1707,  219. 

Penal  Lazes,  reafons  why  not  executed  under 
Elizabeth,  98. 

Surreptitioully  obtained  by  Stanihurft,  ib. 

Solemnly  promulged,  102. 

Severe,  of  Ann,  211. 

Penjions,  lift  of.  Si 7. 

Motion  againft,  negatived.  Soft. 

Right  of  the  crown  to  grant  indefinitely 
contended  for  by  the  court  party,  358. 

Enquiry  into  them  voted  unanimoufty,  af- 
terwards refufed,  S60. 

Again  attacked  by  the  patriots,  372. 

Motion  for  taking  it  into  immediate  con- 
fideration  negatived  by  a majority  of 
only  one,  400. 

Pery,  Mr.  his  patriotifm  againft  penfions,  360. 

His  fpeech  thereon,  362. 

His  motion  on  ftate  of  nation,  363-4-5. 

Gained  over  by  Lord  Townfhend,  405, 

His  fpeech  when  elefted  fpeaker,  406. 

Ditto  to  the  lord  lieutenant  on  grievances, 
420,  450. 

Ditto  in  178O,  much  approved  of,  514. 

Perron,  Sir  John,  promotes  Englilh  in  tereft  fairly,  80 

Supplanted  by  Bingham,  and  through  in- 
trigue accufed  and  falfely  found  guilty  of 
treafon,  died  after  fentence,  82. 

Queen  pacified,  intended  his  pardon,  ib. 

-Phipps,  Sir  Conftantine,  chancellor,  obnoxious  to 
the  Whigs,  227-8. 

Supported  by  the  peers  and  convocation, 
233. 

Phoenicians,  Ireland  a colony  from,  1 . 

Pitt,  Mr,  his  adminiftration  ends,  and  he  retires 
with  a penfion  of  3000/.  348. 

Citizens  of  Dublin,  at  the  fuggeftion  of  Lu- 
cas, addrefs  him,  352. 


Plantations,  firft,  under  Elizabeth,  81. 

Under  James  1.  105.  '• 

Poetry,  Irifh  fond  of,  to  enthufiafm,  18, 

Pole,  Cardinal,  educates  his  relative  Lord  Gerald, 
49- 

Ponfonby,  John,  his  letter  on  refigning  the  chair, 
406. 

George,  declares  for  minifters,  536. 

Portland,  Duke  of,  lord  lieutenant,  in  April,  1782, 
587. 

His  fpeech  from  the  throne  in  1782, 
606. 

His  fpeech  to  the  Irifh  parliament  in 
1782,  624. 

Portugal,  checks  on  the  trade  with,  533-4. 

Queftion  on  it  negatived  by  a majority 
of  eighty-three,  536. 

Relblution  not  to  drink  port  wine  till 
the  manufaftures  of  Ireland  admitted, 
567. 

Pope,  Irifh  remonftrate  to  him  about  the  cruelties 
of  the  Englilb,  33. 

Excommunicates  Elizabeth,  79. 

Clement  VIII.  writes  to  encourage  tlie  iu- 
furgents  under  Tyrone,  87, 

Poynings  (Sir  Edward)  law,  what. 

Its  praftice  and  mifehiefs,  395-6. 

Pretender,  50,6001.  on  his  head,  237. 

Swift’s  opinion  of  him,  238. 

Recruiting  for  him  at  Dublin,  ib. 
Expedition  in  his  favor,  under  Ormond, 
planned  by  Cardinal  Alberoni,  250. 
Death  of  the  old,  in  1765,  372. 

Priejls,  Catholic,  receive  40/.  per  annum  on  con- 
forming, 414. 

Proteji  of  thirty-four  Britiflr  peers  againft  the 
fchifm  aft,  230,  and  App.  No.  LIII. 

Protejlant  Afcendancy  efiabliflied  in  parliament, 
‘109. 

Alarmed  on  the  acceflion  of  James  II. 

178-79. 

Accounted  for  in  Ireland,  225-6. 

Their  interefts  firft  divided  by  Claren- 
don, 226. 

ProteSor  Somerfet  introduces  the  reformation,  67 

Puritans,  their  afcendancy  in  Ireland,  102. 

Oppofe  the  Catholics  under  Cha.  1.  115. 
Their  artful  management  to  attach  Pro- 
teftants  to  their  caufe  againft  the  king 
under  pretext  of  oppofing  Popery,  13 1. 
Their  fpirit,  223. 

Queen,  vide  Elizabeth. 
vide  Aline. 
vide  Mary. 

Queen's  County  (formerly  Offaly)  made  an  Eng- 
lilh  (hire,  70. 
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R. 

RatJmines,  battle  of,  l6o. 

Rebellion  of  Geraldines,  49. 

Of  O’Nial,  O’Bryan,  and  others,  for 
their  religion,  under  Henry  VIII.  60. 
Of  O’Moore,  O’Byrne,  and  O’Connor, 
under  Edward  VI.  6G. 

Ditto  of  Defmond, 

Difpofition  to  rebel  under  Elizabeth,  73. 
Of  Defmond,  78. 

Of  Baron  of  Lixnau  provoked  by  op- 
preffion  of  Grey,  79. 

Of  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnel,  104. 
Proximate  and  remote  general  and  par- 
ticular reafons  of  the  rebellion  in  1 64 1, 
133-4-5. 

How  begun  in  l64l,  138. 

Of  Proteftants  againft  James  II.  183. 
Reformation  of  Religion  in  England,  47. 

Introduftion  into  Ireland,  52. 
Oppofed  by  Primate  Cromer,  53. 
Violent  and  imprudent  means  of  in- 
troducing it,  59. 

Strong  means  of  enforcing  it,  61. 
Proceeded  flower  with  the  lower  than 
the  higher  orders,  6 1 , 

Irifh  adverfe  to  it,  67. 

Reftored  by  Elizabeth,  74. 

Religion  of  the  Irifli  infulted  in  the  means  of  in- 
troducing the  reformation,  59. 
May  be  made  a pretext  for  applying 
to  foreign  affiftance,  60. 

Never  a caufe  of  internal  diffention 
till  the  reformation,  60. 

The  bulk  of  the  people  not  induced 
by  the  example  of  the  better  fort  to 
change  their  religion,  61. 

Repeal  of  the  6th  Geo.  I.  626. 

Refumption  of  Irifh  grants  made  by  King  "William, 

206-7. 

Report  of  the  commiffioners  thereon. 
Appendix,  No.  LI. 

Revolution  o(  1688  brought  no  liberty  to  Ireland, 

195. 

A mere  conqueft  of  Ireland,  197. 
Rigby,  fecretary  to  Duke  of  Bedford,  maintains 
the  fubordination  of  the  Irifh  parliament, 
428. 

Bill  of,  rejefted  in  1659,  370. 

Similar  bill  prefented  by  Mr.  Bagnall,  re- 
jefted  in  1765,  37O. 

Roche,  Sir  Boyle,  fpeaks  for  Catholics,  561. 
Rockingham,  Marquis  of,  death  of,  in  1782,  puts 
an  end  to  that  adminiftration, 

620. 


Rockingham,  Marquis  of,  his  fpeech  in  the  Lords, 
flatement  of  the  job  of  Lord  Liver- 
pool’s patent,  497. 

Roman,  vide  Catholics. 

Rofcosnmon,  Find  for  the  king,  under  Went- 
worth’s inquifition,  1 25 . 

Rofen,  Marechall,  a Mufcovite,  gives  the  cruel  or- 
der of  driving  in  the  Proteftants  before 
Derry,  190. 

S. 

Sackville,  Vifeount,  (late  Lord  George  Germaine) 
called  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
oppofed  by  Lord  Carhampton,  584. 
Saul,  Mr.  cafe  of,  322. 

Sculoags,  what,  326. 

Septs  or  Clans,  nature  of,  14. 

Settlement  of  Iriflr  lands,  how  contrived  under 
Charles  11.  170. 

James  II.  againft  the  repeal  of  the  a£t 
of  fettlement,  I89. 

Shretvjbury,  Duke  of,  Tory  in  heart — Whig  in  pro- 
feflion — abandons  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion, 227. 

Skeffington,  Lord  Deputy,  difperfes  the  Irifli  at 
Maynooth,  52. 

Scots,  Irifh,  fo  called,  7. 

Mercenary  adventurers  expelled  by  Quecia 
Mary,  70. 

Scott,  Attorney  General,  (afterwards  Earl  Clon- 
mell)  oppof'es  Grattan’s  addrefs  for  legif- 
lative  independence,  578. 

Under  Duke  of  Portland,  loud  in  favor  of 
Irifli  independence,  599. 

Sheey,  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  executed, 
though  generally  thought  innocent,  342-3. 
firft  peopled  Ireland,  8. 

Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  conteft  for,  be- 
tween Barnwell  and  Stonyhurft,  75. 
Sir  John  Davies  chofen  fpeaker,  109. 
Mr.  John  Ponfonby  refigns — Mr.  Pery 
eleifted  by  a majority  of  four,  406. 
Strafford,  vide  IVentu'orth. 

Strongbow  invades  Ireland,  28. 

Statutes  of  Kilkenny  and  others  declare  the  Irifh 
enemies,  36. 

Many  ftatutes  forcing  feparation,  ib. 
Statutes  of  reformation,  54. 

Queen  Ann  to  prevent  the  further  growth 
of  Popery,  213. 

Stone,  Primate,  his  charaftcr,  305. 

Lord  Clare’s  opinion  of  him,  306. 

Wholly  manages  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  310 
Violent  in  his  meafures,  3 1 1 . 

Difgraced  and  ftrucken  off  the  lift  of  privy 
counfellors,  3 16. 
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Stone,  Primate,  his  party  intrigue  with  Earl  of  Bef- 
borough,  314. 

His  exertions  to  create  difunion  in  Ireland, 

367. 

His  charadler,  by  Dr,  Campbell,  S70. 
Supremacy,  Oath  of,  required  by  ftatute  Hen.VIlI. 
54. 

Sujfex,  Earl  of,  continued  in  the  viceregency  by 
Elizabeth,  72. 

Smft,  Dean,  his  charadter  of  Wharton,  220. 
Writes  againft  the  Whigs,  231. 

His  opinions  of  the  Pretender,  238. 

His  patriotifm,  256-7-8. 

His  Drapier’s  letters  on  Wood’s  halfpence, 
258,  390. 

Si/dncp,  Lord  Deputy,  convenes  a parliament,  199. 
Angry  at  the  commons  for  their  refolu- 
tions  againft  the  Englith  parliament, 
200. 

Protefts  againft  them.  Appendix,  No.  L. 
Prorogues  parliament  and  is  recalled,  201. 

T. 

Taaffe,  Lord,  his  account  of  Irith  landlords  and 
Sculoags,  326. 

Ditto  of  the  White  Boys,  338, 

Tannijlry,  12. 

Taxes,  unconftitutional,  impofed  by  Elizabeth,  77. 
Unequal  and  difproportionate  in  Ireland, 
469. 

Tichborne,  Sir  Henry,  vide  Lords  Jtijiices. 

Toafs,  prevalence  and  ufe  of  them  in  Ireland,S10. 
Tontine  Scheme  tails,  425. 

Towifhend,  Lord  Lieutenant,  fyftem  of  governing 
Ireland  when  he  came  over,  384-5. 
Attempts  to  deftroy  it,  386. 

Drawn  by  the  populace  on  paffing 
the  odlennial  bill,  889, 

Becomes  unpopular,  ib. 

Irritated  at  the  commons’  refolutions 
in  favor  of  their  originating  money 
bills,  is  prevented  from  protefting 
againft  it  in  their  Journals,  396. 
Protefts  in  the  lords,  ib.  and  Appen- 
dix, No.  LX. 

Queftion  gained  by  a majority  of  nine, 
398- 

Motion  againft  his  fuddenly  pro- 
roguing parliament,  carried  by  106 
againft  73,  400. 

Makes  an  ungracious  anfwer  to  the 
commons,  ib. 

Prorogues  the  parliament  inftantly,  ib. 
Keeps  the  country  without  a parlia- 
ment for  fourteen  months,  404. 
Makes  many  profelytes,  ib. 


Townfiend,  Secures  a majority  of  1 13  in  the  com- 
mons, 412. 

Procures  an  encreafe  of  l Ol.  to  Popilh 
priefts  conforming,  414. 

Draws  his  own  portrait  for  pofterity, 
418. 

His  fpeech  in  Britith  peers,  482-3-4. 

Tyrone  (O’Nial),  Earl  of,  his  forced  fubmiffion  to 
Elizabeth,  85. 

His  humble  fubmiffion  to  Mountjoy,  and 
charadter,  86. 

He  accompanies  Mountjoy  to  the  court  of 
King  James  and  is  confirmed  in  his 
eftates,  97, 

Flies  on  account  of  falfe  charge  of  rebellion, 
104. 

Anonymous  letter,  on  which  was  grounded 
the  pretended  rebellion  of  Tyrone  and 
Tyrconnel,  App.  No,  XIII. 

Tyrconnel,  Earl  of,  flies  on  account  of  a falfe 
charge  of  treafon,  104. 

Head  of'  the  army — dilliked  by  the 
Proteftants,  178. 

Appointed  lord  deputy,  179. 

His  charadter,  ib. 

His  army  better  difeiplined  than  that 
of  Scomberg,  185. 

Impofes  on  James  11.  188. 

Tories,  In  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Anne’s  days 
violent  againft  the  Irifh  Prelbyterians, 
222-3. 

Difmifled  from  the  council  by  Geo.  I,  237 

Joined  by  the  patriots  under  Geo.  11.  262. 

Trade,  Lord  North’s  three  propofitions  upon  free 
trade,  507. 

Adt  of  Irifli  trade  by  Lord  North,  5O8-9. 

Debates  about  it  in  Britiffi  parliament, 
470  to  484. 

Refolutions  of  Dublin  and  Waterford  upon 
it,  485. 

State  of  it,  by  Hely  Hutchinfon,  ib. 

State  of  the  balance  of,  for  feveral  years, 
486. 

U. 

UJher,  Archbllltop,  introduces  Puritanifm  into  the 
articles  of  the  church  of  England,  102. 

Heads  the  clergy’s  declaration  againft  the 
king’s  acceptance  of  the  offer  from  the 
Catholics  of  5000  infantry  and  500  horfe 
as  the  price  of  idolatry  and  fuperftition, 
116. 

Enters  a Catholic  chapel  in  time  of  divine 
fervice  with  a file  of  mulLeteers,  demo- 
lilhes  and  difperfes,  1 16. 

Union 
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Union  with  Scotland, 

Irifli  peers  addrefs  the  queen  upon  U,  and 
with  one  for  themfelves,  218. 

Commons  addrefs  her  on  it,  21 9. 

With  England,  reafons  for  it  in  the  in- 
ftance  of  James  11.  186. 

Argument  for,  204. 

Reafons  for  it,  216-17. 

Projeft  of,  produdive  of  riots,  under  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  327. 

Ireland  better  without  any,  than  with  a 
corrupt  parliament  of  their  own,  394. 

Bad  eftedts  proceeding  from  want  of,  33, 
81. 

V. 

Vallency,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  thews  the  Irifh  lan- 
guage to  be  that  of  the  Phoenicians, 
7,  8. 

Volunteers,  origin  and  caufe  of,  487. 

Encouraged  by  government,  49 1-2. 
42,000  in  1779,  492. 

Illegal,  in  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Burke 
and  Lord  Lifford,  505. 

Mr.  Fox’s  opinion  of,  505. 

Their  organization  and  political  views, 
513. 

They  make  great  progrefs,  529, 
Government  wilhes,  but  fears  to  dif- 
arm them,  530. 

Motion  of  thanks  voted  in  commons, 
ib. 

Refolutions  of  Lord  Charlemont’s 
corps  of  Armagh  volunteers  for  a 
meeting  at  Dungannon,  564. 
Dungannon  refolutions  and  addrefs  to 
the  minority  in  parliament,  5th 
February,  1782,  565  to  569. 
National  committee  approve  of  the 
fimple  repeal,  626. 

They  vote  an  addrefs  to  the  crown  in 
favor  of  fimple  repeal,  627-8. 

The  commillioners  to  prefent  the  ad- 
drefs well  received  at  court,  629. 
Diffentions  amongft  them,  ib. 
AddreflTes  for  and  againft  fimple  re- 
peal, ib.  App.  No.  LXIX. 

General  meeting  on  3 lit  July,  1782, 
65. 

Queftion  of  fimple  repeal  carried  by 
31  againft  29. 

W. 

IVarncr,  Rev.  Dr.  his  account  of  the  falfity  of  the 
Englifii  hiftorians  about  the  Irilh  re- 
bellion in  1 64 1,  113-14. 


Warner,  Rev.  Dr.  his  falutary  admonitions  rela- 
five  to  the  Irifh  hiftory,  115. 

Waterford,  town  of,  threatened  to  be  deftroyed  by 
Mountjoy,  98. 

Wharton,  Earl  of,  lord  lieutenant,  a profligate 
charadter,  flatters  and  deceives  the 
Diffenters  and  opprefles  the  Catho- 
lics, 220-1. 

Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafford,  difluades  the  king 
from  maintaining  the  army  with 
Catholic  fines,  117. 

His  reafons  for  it,  118. 

His  general  charadler,  119- 
His  deceit  to  the  Catliolics,  120. 

His  pride  and  arrogance,  121-22. 
Manages  parliament,  122. 

His  falfity  and  harlhnefs,  124. 

Sets  about  the  inquifition  into  the 
titles  of  all  Connaught  againft  the 
adl  of  James  1.  125. 

Inftitutes  a high  commiffion  court,  ib. 
His  corrupt  and  defpotic  dealings 
with  juries,  fheriffs,  judges,  &c. 
124-5-6-7. 

Concurs  with  Charles  1.  in  a diredi 
fyftem  of  fraud  and  deceit,  127. 
Complained  of,  and  recalled,  but 
made  his  peace  w'ith  the  king,  and 
returned  with  additional  honor  and 
power,  128. 

Alarmed  at  the  Scotch  covenanters, 
128. 

Raifes  an  army  of  9000  men  ; 8000 
of  which  were  Catholics,  ib. 

His  teftimony  of  their  loyalty  and 
zeal  for  the  king,  ib.  131—2. 
Procures  furreptitioully  his  own  en- 
comium to  be  inferted  on  the  Jour- 
nals, 129. 

The  commons  proteft  againft  it  next 
feflion,  129,  and  App.  No.  XXIII. 
Impeached,  attainted,  and  beheaded, 
129. 

Attainder  reverfed  in  1660,  ib. 
Though  not  guilty  of  high  treafon,  yet 
very  guilty  of  high  mifdemeanours, 
ib. 

William,  Prince  of  Orange,  called  to  the  throne  of 
England;  fought  for  that  of  Ireland, 
190. 

His  brave  conduft  at  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne,  where  he  was  wounded,  198. 

Thwarted  by  his  Englifii  parliament 
particularly  in  the  refuniption  of  Irilh 
grants,  206-7-8. 

Not  intolerant  by  nature — Something  of 
his  charahter  and  death,  209. 

Whi^s 


INDEX. 


JVhigs,  their  principles  in  Ireland  different  from 
thofe  in  England,  igs. 

Prevalent  in  Ireland,  211, 

Nearly  equal  with  the  Tories  in  England 
under  Ann,  210. 

Treated  as  faftious  by  the  Tory  adminif- 
tration  and  06tober  club,  231-2. 
Englifh  Whig  lords  oppofe  the  abfentee- 
tax,  423-4. 

White  Boys,  origin  of,  336. 

Their  oath,  344. 

Called  the  Popifli.infurreftion,  ib. 

Caufes  of,  346. 

Whitjhed,  C.  J.  improper  condudt  of,  256. 

IVood’s  halfpence,  258-260, 

His  patent  revoked,  ih. 


Wolfey,  Cardinal,  his  iniquity  to  Earl  of  Kildare, 

. 48, 

Writers,  Englifh,  upon  Irifli  hiftory  not  to  be  de- 
pended on,  113-14. 

Y. 

Yelverton,  Mr.  (now  Lord  Avonmore)  gives  notice 
of  his  intended  motion  for  legifla- 
tive  independence,  533. 

Speech  and  motion  to  addrefs  the 
, crown  on  the  lofs  of  America,  542-3 
Gives  his  political  creed,  578. 

Supports  the  fimple  repeal  of  6 Geo.  I. 

617. 

Young,  Arthur,  his  opinions  about  Irifh  landlords, 

826. 
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